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SOUTH STOKE CHILDREN IN
½ MARATHON CHALLENGE

South Stoke School Children at the Oxford Half Marathon
Each year, the Oxford Half Marathon puts on
a schools challenge which involves the
children running 1.1 miles on the marathon
course cheered on by all the spectators.
Many of the children complete 12 miles in the
weeks/days running up to the event so that
they have covered the full half marathon
distance by the time they cross the finish line.
This year we were one of only 7 schools to
participate in the Oxford Half Marathon.
Despite some drop outs due to illness the
children thoroughly enjoyed the day. It was
great to see parents supporting the school in
their usual South Stoke way and a special
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thank you to ex-pupil, Izzy Flakelar who
stepped up to the plate and became a helper
for the day. Every child got a participation
medal which they were wearing in school on
Monday.
South Stoke resident, Isla Dean (aged 4) said
“The race made me HAPPY! I liked the end
with the medal and the special water” and
South Stoke resident Ellie Wortley (aged 9)
said “Everyone cheered us on, which was
nice and there were no horrible nut bars at
the end, unlike those that they gave the adult
runners”
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THE CHOLSEY
REPAIR CAFÉ
Cholsey Repair Café is back in action and the next
session will be at the Cholsey Pavilion between
11.00 and 13.45 on Saturday 20th November.
Help and advice on repairing your broken items is
available free, although we appreciate a donation
towards our operating costs if we succeed.
Many types of repair can be considered and
volunteers aim to teach their fixing skills to
customers. Textiles and bicycles, cracked china,
electrical faults, computers, blunt gardening tools,
broken toys and many other household items can
often be repaired for cost of parts and a donation
towards operating costs. Please note: hall rules
currently stipulate that you enter through the fire
doors facing the recreation ground. We provide
basic anti-Covid precautions but attendance is at
our customers' own risk.
See www.cholseyrepaircafe.com for our house
rules and more information.
Ian Wheeler
Co-ordinator, Cholsey Repair Café

VOLUNTEER TO CHANGE LIVES!
Enrych is a charity that supports adults with a physical
disability to enjoy the most ac6ve and independent lives
possible.
Could you spare up to an hour a week to befriend somebody
and support them with an ac7vity, such as visi7ng a garden
centre or going for a coffee?
For more information or if you think you could help,
please do get in touch!

JOEL DRAPER
07707030220 - joel.draper@enrych.org.uk
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MESSAGE FROM SAM,
OUR COMMUNITY SHOP MANAGER
A month in the life of a new Community Shop manager
Well, it’s certainly flown by!
I’ve had such a lovely welcome into the shop and village. My time has been spent getting to
know all of the willing volunteers and I’m starting to get a feel for the type of goods that are
helping make a success of the shop.
Covid has had an impact certainly and new habits have been formed for all of us. In this new
era we would love our footfall to increase and for old habits to resume….please….. :-)
We have so many things for you – everyday essentials, that something special for visitors,
local goods, services and much much more. And all served with a generous helping of
smiles, humour, enthusiasm and community spirit.
If there is anything we don’t provide, or that you would like sourced and stocked then please
get (and keep) in touch. So I guess what I’m asking is to stay loyal to local.
We hope to see you very soon,
Sam & The Team

SOUTH STOKE WILDLIFE & CONSERVATION GROUP
Another busy and fun month! Thanks to all those brave
souls who turned up in the torrential rain for the first
planting out of the wildflowers and again, a couple of
weeks later, for the sunnier planting task. Over one
thousand and six hundred wildflower plugs were dug in;
they should provide a wonderful floral display next
summer as well as food for the pollinators in our parish!
If you’ve looked at the website https://
www.southstokewildlife.org/copy-of-hedgehog-survey ,
you’ll have seen that we published the first half of our
hedgehog ‘Sightings & Trails Map’; the second,
southern village half, is currently in progress. So what’s
the point of it? By mapping out sightings and potential
hedgehog trails throughout the parish, we’re hoping
we’ll be able to do something about the decline in
hedgehog numbers in South Stoke. We’ve colour
coded plots of land based on how ‘hedgehog
accessible’ they appear to be. The accuracy of the
maps going forward would be much improved with
sightings, and now’s a great time to do it, so please let
us know if you spot any around the village (https://
www.southstokewildlife.org/species-recording).
We’ve got lots in the pipeline too; not least a ‘Curry & Quiz’ night in the Perch & Pike, a
wildflower sign competition for local children, a bat survey and an ongoing hedgerow survey
and improvement program (with grateful thanks to Martin Bullock, Guy Hildred and Peter
Wilson).
As ever, we’d love more people and families to join us; we’re looking for enthusiasts not
necessarily experts and our aim is to enjoy and learn more about the wonderful fauna and flora
around us so that we can preserve and develop it for the benefit of all. Ideas for projects and
events and input into our bi-monthly newsletter are very welcome. Why not have a look at our
Facebook page and/or website https://www.southstokewildlife.org/ and sign up?
Penny Hutton
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CALLING ALL TALENTED SOUTH STOKERS!!
This year’s ever popular Christmas Cracker
event will be held on Friday 17th December
at 7.30pm in the village hall.
Can you sing, play an instrument, dance,
juggle, perform comedy, recite poetry, tell a
good story?? Or do you have another
entertaining skill you could share with your
neighbours??
It’s always a brilliant evening, with a mix of
local talent and festive cheer. It will again be
compered by our resident ebullient
photographer extra-ordinaire Simon Booker,
so you can expect another fantastic
interactive quiz too!
The hall now has wi-fi (thank you to the
amenities committee) which may help with
your chosen performance eg. Playing
backing tracks or sharing links, as well as
joining Simon’s quiz
If you’d like to contribute please email me by
the start of December on
cjarvis143@hotmail.com
Catherine Jarvis

Barber Shop at the Christmas Cracker in 2019.

BAG2SCHOOL COLLECTION
4pm Sunday 28th November - 8:30am Monday 29th November
South Stoke Recreation Ground Car Park
We are pleased to announce that South Stoke School has organised a clothes & shoe
collection with Bag2School in order to raise funds for South Stoke School.
As well as raising vitally needed funds for South Stoke School, it also helps the environment by
helping to divert unwanted textiles away from landfill.
By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles
This can include: adults and children’s clothing, paired shoes (tied together), handbags, hats,
bags, scarves, ties, jewellery, socks, belts.
We cannot accept: duvets and blankets, soft toys, curtains, bedding, pillows and cushions,
carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats) Soiled, painted, ripped or wet
clothing, school uniforms with and without logo.
In addition to raising much needed funds it will also raise awareness
amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse. Just
drop your bags of clothes off between 4pm on 28th November and
8.30am on 29th November to South Stoke Recreation Ground and
don’t forget to ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a
sort out as well!
Many thanks indeed for helping us with this unique fundraising
opportunity.
Heidi Tunney
South Stoke School PA
South Stoke Parish Newsle�er
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SOUTH STOKE SCHOOL

If you are considering a new school for your
child please look at us. We are a small rural
school who provide a nurturing environment
that is inclusive to all. We provide high quality
education within a setting that has a strong
focus on wellbeing and individuality.

Due to Covid19 restrictions please could
you email the school office the date and
time you would like to visit so that we can
amend any risk assessments and avoid
overcrowding.
Email: office.2507@south-stoke.oxon.sch.uk

At South Stoke Primary we are able to offer
real personalised learning in partnership with
families and the local community.
If you wish to see us in action please come
along to one of our curriculum events:

If however you wish to visit the school before
our open days please do not hesitate to
contact us and we will arrange a date that
works for you.

Date
23.11.21
15.2.22
14.6.21

Curriculum Focus
Phonics, handwriting and spelling We look forward to meeting you in the near
Maths – number
future.
Reading for pleasure
Amanda Rogers
Headteacher
The school will be open to visitors between
Sophia Cleverly
11am-12noon and 1pm-2pm.
Parent Governor
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WANTED - COMMUNITY GOVERNOR
Are you looking to make a difference in education?
We are currently looking for a new Community Governor to join our friendly governing
body.
Our governors come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all share a
common interest of wanting the best possible education for the children in our school.
We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school
Is community spirited and would like to represent the community
Has spare time and the energy for the role ï Is able to work well as part of a team
Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the
school
Can consider matters objectively and make informed judgements
These volunteer positions are open to people from our community. Community governors are not
elected by a parent election but are instead appointed directly by the governing body.
What is the role of the governing body?
Helping to set and review the schools strategic direction and agreeing targets for improvement
Holding the headteacher and school leaders to account for the educational performance of the
school and its pupils
Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure public money is well spent
What does the role offer?
A chance to develop your own personal skills
Access to a programme of free training in respect of education/governance matters
A sense of achievement in helping make a difference to children reaching their potential
The support and guidance from fellow governors
In looking to fill this vacancy we are particularly interested in applications from people with
finance/budgetary experience and/or ICT skills, although please do not be put off if you do not
have these skills. What is more important is enthusiasm, interest and the willingness to learn.
If you are interested or know of somebody else who would be then please contact the school
office to discuss this position further.
Amanda Rogers
Headteacher

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Ruth Newman would like to thank everyone in the village who sent
good wishes for her birthday.
Jill Feldman (Ruth’s daughter)
Editor’s comment: Many happy returns Ruth. I hope you had a
wonderful birthday.
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GAP FESTIVAL - NEW CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL
Entries now open to budding young
filmmakers
The Goring and Streatley GAP Festival team is
excited to announce the
opening of entries to a brand
new Children’s Film Festival
competition, which will take
place as part of the biennial
cultural festival in June next
year.
We are inviting youngsters of
all school ages from
Berkshire and Oxfordshire to
get digitally creative and
make their own short films.
With free video editing
software now readily
accessible on mobile
devices, we hope this
exciting new competition will receive entries from
media studies students, budding young
filmmakers and those that may have never
clicked record before.
The films will be shortlisted by a group of industry
professionals and shown on screen at a special
red carpet premier event on the last night of the
main GAP Festival on Sunday 12 June.

With categories for primary, secondary and
sixth form school ages, entries can be created
by groups or individuals, on any subject matter,
under a ‘Universal’ rating.
Prizes have been generously
donated by The Arts Society
Goring and Film Oxford.
Each category winner will
receive a voucher for a two
day film course run by local
arts and creative media
charity Film Oxford, to
continue building their
filmmaking skills and
knowledge.
Registration for entries is now
open at
www.thegapfestival.org/
film-festival and closes on
10 December 2021.
Final film submissions will be due in late April
2022. Further details about entering the Film
Festival competition and the wider GAP Festival
can be found on The GAP Festival website too,
or by following @TheGAPFestival on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
The GAP Festival team

VILLAGE 200 CLUB RENAMED ‘300 CLUB’
Following the celebrated 100th draw in August the October draw saw an increase to a record
300 live numbers!
The Club and Amenities Charity trustees decided that once 300 was achieved the club would
become ‘The South Stoke 300 Club’ and the number of prizes would be increased from four
to five. Even more reason to join and
support this valuable village fundraising
venture.
The lucky winners in the October draw,
which took place in the Perch and Pike on
Friday 15th, are:
£100 – Sarah Phipps
£80 – Shaun Allwright
£60 – John Short
£40 – Sally Woodall
£20 – Dave Lucas
The November draw will take place on
Friday 19th October at 10-00pm in the
Perch & Pike. Please note the change of
time for November only.
South Stoke Parish Newsle�er
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GORING GAP PLAYERS RETURN LIVE!
Live local Theatre is back. Goring Gap Players present A Dolls House in the Morrell Room on the 24th to
the 27th of November. Two South Stokers are involved, Michael Saunders who plays Dr Rank and Chris
Bertrand who is directing. Tickets are available now at £12.00 online or from Inspirations in Goring.
Online: Look up Goring Gap Players then Productions and follow the link to A Dolls House
TEL: 01491 873530
Chris Bertrand

SOUTH STOKE WI MONTHLY MEETING
The October Meeting took place on Tuesday12th in the Village Hall. The speaker this month
was Al Sylvester and several husbands came along to hear his talk.
Al had always had a dream to walk to the Magnetic South Pole and when the opportunity
arose he set about organising the expedition. It took nearly three years to train and select his
4 man team. They planned to walk 600 miles from Patriot Hills where a Russian cargo plane
landed with all the equipment they would need for the 50 day expedition. This is a tale of
incredible courage horrendous adversity and disappointment. The team eventually made it to
the Geographical South Pole 91 miles short of their original goal. It was a nail biting talk and
certainly an exciting and different genre. The story of one man’s dream and how he went
about achieving it. It certainly gave everyone a lot to talk about and marvel over as they
tucked into the lovely afternoon tea which was made and served by South Stoke members
who take it in turns to provide our monthly spread.As usual a great social afternoon with a
great speaker.
Please join us on the second Tuesday of the month
2.15pm in the village Hall. Next meeting 9th November.
Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsle�er
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THE FUTURE OF THE PARK

There have been many instances over the past few years where residents of South Stoke
have been consulted on matters in the village and it is easy to grow tired of being asked for
your opinion. However, each of these consultations are equally important as they determine
the future of this village.
Back in 2009, the “Parish Plan” was started and subsequently published in 2011. This lead
to a significant improvement to the recreation ground, a village shop and an improved bus
service.
In 2013, the plan was refreshed and a number of items
were identified by the village as being worthy of
investigating. These included, amongst others:
• More sports facilities (e.g. tennis / BMX)
• More small-medium sized housing
• Better road safety and traffic calming
• New village hall
• Safe cycle route to Little Stoke
• Improve wildlife and the environment
• Community gardens
• Permanent premises for village shop
• Bridge or ferry to Moulsford
In recent years, there have been calls on the Parish
Council to better use the land adjacent to the village hall,
known as The Park. This land is currently split in three
parts. One part remains unused, whilst the other two parts
are tenanted for the grazing of horses and the keeping of
chickens.
It was resolved earlier this year to allocate some of The
Park for use by the primary school and the Parish Council
have also received requests from neighbours of The Park
to purchase plots of land. A request for ideas and help in
the September newsletter resulted in a minimal response
however, there was support for school use, tennis court(s),
bowling green and community gardens.
Under the terms of our lease, the Park can be used
“community use to extend to amenity use, a community
shop, car parking, the grazing of animals, any agricultural,
equestrian or conservation uses, a burial ground/cemetery
and other communal uses only to include, but not be
exclusive to, building a new Village Hall (possibly also
including a community shop) and associated car park on
the Park, with the necessary access way or ways for
vehicles to /from the nearby highway and Establishing
community playground and/or sports field on the Park,
possibly with an associated pavilion”. Any usage beyond
this definition would require an amendment to the lease
with permission from the Freeholder of the land.
The following information is presented as a guide to what
we as a village might work towards and the Parish Council
are requesting feedback from villagers.
• What do you like?
Please send all commen
• What don’t you like?
phil.wortley@southstoke.org.uk or by
• Is something missing?
By 30th No
• Is something in the wrong place?
•South Stoke Parish Newsle�er
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What will this cost?
This is a fundamental question. Whilst grants are available for tennis facilities, funds will be
required for aspects such as landscaping, access road and increased car park for the
existing village hall.
One method of raising these funds is to sell long leases to neighbours of The Park. Subleases would be bound by the same restrictions as our lease unless additional permissions
are obtained from the Freeholder.
Access from Ferry Road would be kept as a strategic
access and we would look to provide vehicular access
here, subject to permission from Highways. Note: this
would be a secondary access point and the main access
point would remain from Cross Keys Road.
Trees and hedging would be planted in accordance with
the Mend the Gap initiative and the aim would be to
keep The Park as a green landscape.
Green Space
The areas marked ‘green space’ would be kept as such,
with possible wild flowers, or park land.
Grave Yard
This area could be used for an extension to the existing
grave yard at St Andrews. This was suggested as a
possible requirement when the parish initially took on the
lease from Christchurch.
Community Gardens / Bowling Green
There has been limited requests for this use, however it
is worth exploring and may be a future use for this area.
Tennis Court
This is shown for indicative purposes. The size of a
tennis court may mean it is better positioned at 90
degrees to the existing layout.
School Allocation
This area would be for the use of South Stoke Primary
School. It may also be used for additional capacity for
classrooms and / or a pre-school should the need arise
in the future.
Car Park
The existing car park for the village hall is minimal at
best. This would offer additional parking. The idea is for
this area and the access road to be grasscrete (to
maintain the green space appeal)
Perch House, The Little House and Tudor Barn have all
expressed an interest in purchasing long leases of small
areas of land. Money raised could go towards some of
the changes. The indicated blue area would remain a
conservation area/tree planting.

our say!

s, ideas, ques�ons etc. to
le�er to Cavendish Co�age, Ferry Road

Responses are requested by 30th November 2021 after
which this will be discussed at a future council meeting
at which the public are urged to attend.

ember 2021
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District Councillor Update: Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers
Garden Waste Update
Garden Waste
collections successfully
got back underway on
27 September in Vale
and on 4 October in
South as planned.
Under the new
temporary arrangement
there are fewer garden
waste trucks going out
each day, which meant
Biffa could restart collections sooner. This
means fewer drivers are needed but also that
Garden waste is currently being collected every
four weeks instead of every fortnight. The
temporary arrangement is in place until its
formal review on 25 October. However, we will
let customers know before then, so they can
plan accordingly.
Currently they are allowed to put out twice as
much garden waste as usual and they are
taking advantage of that judging by the large
volumes of waste we have been collecting. All
existing Garden Waste customers are to be
given three months’ service free to make up for
the disruption.
More details are on our South waste pages,
where people can find out which is their date for
collection - if a resident is uncertain which week
their collection is we suggest they put their
garden waste out on the same day as their
recycling and if it’s not collected on the first
collection that they put it out next time.
Revenue Grants Scheme launch
We are excited to announce the launch of our
South Revenue Grants Scheme on 18 October.
This scheme will be open for applications from
voluntary and community sector organisations
until noon 26 November 2021.
This vital funding offers two year’s revenue
support to voluntary and community sector
organisations to help build and support thriving
communities and improve the quality of life for
the residents of South Oxfordshire. The total
budget for the two years is £667,992.
We would appreciate your help to spread the
word to the organisations in your area and
encourage applications. For further information
about the grants scheme and scoring criteria
please signpost potential applicants to look at
our website or contact the Community
Enablement Team on
communityenablement@southandvale.gov.u
k for help and advice.
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Capital Grants and further Councillor Grant
round
The first round of our Councillor Grant Scheme
closed on 1 October. So far, we’ve received
applications for just under £118,000. Officers are
currently assessing these and working with you
to approve the grant. The next round will open
on the 22 November.
Finally, just a reminder that our Capital Grants
Scheme is due to be launched at the beginning
of November. In the next couple of weeks, we
will publish the scheme guidance and scoring
criteria, so that organisations can contact us to
discuss their project ideas before the scheme is
officially launched.
Civil Parking Enforcement
The county council has provided the attached
progress report on Civil Parking
Enforcement (CPE), (https://
www.southandvale.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/
2021/09/CPE-letter-Councillor.pdf) which will
see responsibility for enforcement of on-street
parking in South Oxfordshire transfer from the
police to a new team managed by Oxfordshire
County Council from 1 November. For further
information on the new CPE, what is changing
and what will be enforced, you can also read the
FAQ sheet (https://
www.southandvale.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/
2021/09/Civil-Parking-Enforcement-FAQs.pdf)
SODC Leadership
At Council on 7th October Sue Cooper formally
stood down as Leader of SODC and was
unanimously replaced by Cllr David Rouane,
who represents Didcot North East. Sue will
continue as a Cabinet member, bringing her
huge experience and enthusiasm to the portfolio
of Environment, Climate Change and Nature
Recovery. It will also give her more time to
devote to her family and to local ward issues!
I remain as co-deputy leader along with my
green member counterpart Robin Bennett, but
my portfolio has changed, so that in addition to
Community Wellbeing, I take on Housing Needs,
Community Safety and Licensing.
Restart of Monthly Surgeries
I am hoping to restart my monthly surgeries. I
plan to hold 2 in Goring followed by 1 in South
Stoke. More details to follow.
The above is a subset of Cllr Filipova-Rivers’
report which can be found in full at
http://www.southstoke.org.uk/minutes-agendas/
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John Howell MP writes...
During the parliamentary recess that coincides
with the various Party Conferences I have taken
the opportunity to meet up with representatives
from a number of parish councils across the
constituency. It is good to be able to meet with
people face to face again and I know that many
people welcome this. Around the constituency I
see more and more community activities
restarting and events taking place.
I was also delighted that international travel has
opened up and that I was able to attend the
autumn session of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe (PACE) in person. This
was the first Session for some time that the UK
delegation had been able to attend in in person.
As Leader of the UK delegation and as a Deputy
Speaker it was a great pleasure to be able to
welcome to Strasbourg members of the
Delegation who were making their first visit as
members of the Assembly. I am sure everyone
benefited from being able to attend committee
meetings and plenary sessions in person and
conduct the accompanying diplomacy in the
corridors and coffee halls of the Parliamentary
Assembly. Indeed I know from many a
conversation that people returning to offices are
finding the less formal contact invaluable and
realise how much has been missed when this
was absent.
With COP26 very close now I was pleased that in
this session PACE devoted a whole day to
climate change and environmental rights and it
was a privilege to be able to chair part of the
session. The day on this subject was divided into
3 parts. In the first part there was debate on
reports on the right to a healthy environment,
participative democracy in deciding climate
change issues, criminal and civil liberties around
climate change, and the rule of law across the
whole gamut of climate change and
environmental protection. In the second part, a
high-level panel was convened which looked
across a number of issues relating to climate
change and heard from a number of experts
including the UK judge at the European Court of
Human Rights, the Secretary General of the
United Nations, the Secretary-General of the
Council of Europe, the President of Hungary, the
Speaker of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, the
Portuguese Deputy Minister for the Environment
and Climate Action. They each looked at climate
change from their own perspectives. The third
part of the debate examined inequalities as a
result of climate issues and migration and
environmental protection in the context of climate
change. Overall, the debate considered what
practical actions could be taken to combat
climate change and uphold environmentalism.
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This marked a
major contribution
to COP26 and
recognised
particularly that
any one country
was not going to
be able to make
the most of
change in itself. If
we want to make
change we need
to be working
together and working cross-border.
The UK is committed to working with all countries
and joining forces with civil society, companies
and people on the frontline of climate change to
inspire climate action ahead of COP26. The
summit itself will bring parties together to
accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris
Agreement and the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change.
Overall in its COP26 Presidency the UK has four
clear objectives:
1. To ask countries to commit to net zero by midcentury, with more ambitious nationally
determined contribution targets for 2030;
2. To urgently protect and help adapt our
communities and natural habitats from the
destructive effects of climate change;
3. To increase funding to support these aims,
making good on the $100 billion annual
climate finance goal affirmed through the
Paris Agreement;
4. To close off the outstanding elements of the
Paris Rulebook, and accelerate delivery of the
Paris Goals through collaboration between
Governments, Businesses and Civil Society.
Ultimately, these aims will allow the world to keep
the prospect of limiting global temperature rises
to 1.5C alive, thereby avoiding the worst of
climate change damage.
There is, of course, lots more to do and much
work in preparation. The Government will soon
be publishing the Heat and Buildings Strategy,
the Net Zero Strategy, the Net Zero Review, as
well as the Biomass Strategy and Rail
Environment Plan next year. For my part I
want to see these being as ambitious as
possible.

November 2021
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SOUTH STOKE SUPERSTARS
Have you or anyone in your family pulled off a feat of sporting heroism? If so, email details
and photos to editor@southstoke.org.uk and let’s tell the whole village!
Congratula�ons to the following from the village who took part in the Oxford Half Marathon / Schools
Challenge on Sunday 17th October:
Andrew Harden-Sweetnam
1 hour 55 mins 03 secs
Clare Wortley
2 hours 20 mins 19 secs
Phil Wortley
1 hours 58 mins 01 secs
Ada Mahoney-Hargreaves (pictured right)
Ellie Wortley
Isla Dean (pictured le�)

CITIZENS ADVICE ON COPING WITH UNIVERSAL
CREDIT SHORTFALL
This year, the month of September ushered in more ominous portents than chilly
winds and dark nights: the Government reduced Universal Credit payments by £20 a
week. This move could put many floundering people in a critical situation. Rising
prices and the coming end of the pandemic furlough have joined other negative trends
to put millions in serious debt, unable to pay vital bills and about to see life get even
worse.
But, if you are in this position, remember that support and help are available and you
need not suffer alone.
Take charge of your situation. Start by making a list of what you owe and add up what you need to pay out
each month. This list puts your financial position clearly in front of you in black and white. Next, prioritise your
debts. There is advice on the Citizens Advice website to help you do this: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
debt-and-money Some bills are more urgent than others. Rent or mortgage arrears, gas and electricity bills
and Council Tax count as priority debts as there could be serious consequences if you don’t pay them.
Get in touch with the companies to whom you owe money. Not everybody feels confident about doing this but
the organisations expect such calls and they might be able to help by letting you pay smaller amounts over a
longer period or even take a temporary payment break.
The government-backed Breathing Space scheme could also give you extra time to pay. See our website for
details or www.gov.uk If you are eligible, you could get 60 days during which your creditors can’t contact you,
take any action against you or add interest and charges to your debt. A Citizens Advice adviser can check your
debts to see if they are covered by the scheme.
If you need more specific support or don’t feel able to manage your situation alone, call the Citizens Advice
debt helpline on 0800 240 4420. It really helps to make personal contact with somebody who understands.
You can also call our Adviceline free on 0808 278 7907 (Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm) or try our webchat
(click on “chat with us online about debt”).
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Christine Lamb has been our parish clerk since July this year. Unfortunately, personal
circumstance has meant that she needs to step down from the role and the Parish Council
would like to express their thanks for the work that Christine has done for us over the past
few months.
The Parish Council would also like to welcome back South Stoke resident, Laura White into
the role. Laura will be taking on the role, splitting her time between South Stoke and Goring
and we are also looking for an assistant clerk in conjunction with Goring Parish Council.

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY - OXFORDSHIRE ART WITH
REFERENCE TO SOUTH STOKE
This is a talk that has been booked and on hold for two years. Therefore I am very pleased to
have Marie-Louise Kerr finally come and speak to us in the village hall on WEDNESDAY 24th
NOVEMBER at 2.15pm.
Sir Luke Fildes was a Royal Academician who painted in these parts in the latter quarter of the
19th century. His painting of “The Wedding” has links to South Stoke as does “The Penitent”.
Hopefully you will find out why with Marie-Louise.
At the same time that Sir Luke was producing his creations a young man in his twenties by the
name of William Costiff was harbouring artistic tendencies. William was born in South Stoke in
1856. He followed his father as a wheelwright but over the years he also held jobs as carpenter,
shoeing blacksmith and jobbing builder. He was married with five daughters one of whom is still
remembered by a few today as Kate taught in the school. Everyone will also know the house that
the Costiff family lived in. It was known as “Dilkush” but we all know it as “Kate’s Cottage” right
next door to the school. William produced numerous watercolours of the village and locals have
examples of his works. Here is one example painted from the school playground and if you have
seen the South Stoke History Book, the front and back covers show yet another example of
William’s work.
All are welcome to the talk. Guest £5 but membership is only £12.50 come along.
Linda Gatto
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give
on each planning applica�on are ‘FULLY
SUPPORTS this applica�on for the following
reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this applica�on’,
‘NO OBJECTIONS to this applica�on but wish the
following comments to be taken into account’,
‘or OBJECTS to this applica�on for the following
reasons’. If you have views about any planning
applica�on, you are encouraged to submit them
to South Oxfordshire District Council. You may
also make representa�on to the Parish Council.
The following applica�ons were reviewed by the
Parish Council.
•

P21/S3772/FUL: Sycamores, Wallingford Road,
South Stoke, RG8 0JJ. NO OBJECTION (with
comments).

The full minutes of the Parish Council mee�ng will
be published once approved (usually at the following
mee�ng).

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD
This year the village community Christmas card is raising money for Thames Valley Air Ambulance.
If you would like to include a festive message which, along with all the other messages will be
included in a card sent to every house in the village, please complete the box below and return to
Clare Wortley by 5th December at either the village shop or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry Road along
with your donation (suggested minimum £5).
Clare Wortley
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
SERVICES
NOVEMBER 2021
We warmly welcome you to all the services. The
church is open every day for you to just drop in. We
are able to serve coffee again at services.
7th November, Sunday, 11.15 am Family Pet
Service. Thank God for your pet. Well-behaved
dogs in attendance. Cats. Mice. A Focus on COP26
and Climate Change. Treasure Hunt for children.
14th November, Sunday, 10.50 am
REMEMBRANCE DAY. Armistice Day Act of
Remembrance at the War Memorial outside St
Andrew's Church.
17th November, Wednesday, 10.30 am COFFEE
MORNING in Church.
21st November, Sunday 11.15 am Mattins. Visit of
Steve and Lindsey Poulson, our link mission
partners helping Street-Kids in Honduras.
28th November, Sunday 11.15 am Holy
Communion (Common Worship).
5th December, Sunday 11.15 am Christingle and
Family Service. Treasure Hunt for Children if
weather is kind.
Mid-week Holy Communion is on Wednesdays at
10.30 am in St Thomas's. This service is also
available on Zoom.
A Bereavement Support Group will commence in
January. Get details from the Vicar on (01491) 875
651
The Benefice Office or the Vicar can be contacted,
Monday to Thursday mornings, until noon, on
(01491) 875651. The website is;
www.thomandmary.org.uk
Links to Zoomed services can be found on this
website.
emails can be sent to;
vicar@thomandmary.org.uk
Harry Hogg and Lou Verrill,
Wardens.

7th November

Pet Service
St Andrews Church

9th November

WI Meeting
2.15pm, Village Hall

12th November
14th November
16th November
20th November
23rd November
24th November
25th November
29th November
(am)
17th December
23rd December

South Stoke Bonfire &
Fireworks
Recreation Ground, from
6pm
Remembrance Sunday
Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm, Village Hall
The Repair Cafe, Cholsey
School Open Day
Historical Society Meeting
2.15pm, Village Hall
Christmas Fair
Bag2School Collection
Christmas Cracker
Carol Service
St Andrews Church

If you would like the date of your organisation’s
event in the calendar above, please email
editor@southstoke.org.uk

THE DECEMBER ISSUE
All contributions welcome. Email
editor@southstoke.org.uk or submit in writing to
South Stoke Community Shop. Please include a
telephone number and an email address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged.
Deadline for the December issue is Monday
22nd November 2021 for publication early
December.
Every effort is made to ensure that any
information provided is correct. The South Stoke
Newsletter and South Stoke Parish Council do
not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of
content or the consequences of relying on it.
Any views expressed are those of the
contributor at the time of submission and do not
reflect the opinions of South Stoke Parish
Council or the editor.
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