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RARE BEE SPOTTED IN SOUTH STOKE
The South Stoke Wildlife and
Conserva�on Group (SSWCG) has
had a busy few months with several
well a�ended and fun events
including a dawn chorus walk, a
couple of dragonfly spo�ng walks
as well as village hedgehog and
glow-worm surveys.
We’ve also undertaken a summer
long fortnightly project to survey
and record wildflowers growing in
and around the parish. Special
thanks to the school for their
endeavours on the Recrea�on
Ground!
One of our members, John Lindley,
spo�ed and photographed a rare
‘Yellow Loosestrife’ bee. The ID has
been confirmed by an expert and updated onto
the na�onal iRecord database. It’s a huge coup
for all wildlife enthusiasts in the parish and just
goes to show how lucky we are to live in this
wildlife rich and beau�ful area.

or email sswildlifegroup@gmail.com or respond
via the group’s Facebook page*

We’d love more people and families to join us;
we’re looking for enthusiasts not necessarily
experts and our aim is to enjoy and learn more
Saturday 2nd October will see the community
about the wonderful fauna and flora around us
plant out of wildflowers grown by a team of
so that we can preserve and develop it for the
volunteers (some complete novices and others
benefit of all. Ideas for projects and events and
with a bit more experience). We’ve agreed a few input into our bi-monthly newsle�er are very
sites around the village which we’re confident
welcome. Why not have a look at our Facebook
should yield a fabulous floral display next
page and/or website h�ps://
summer as well as helping feed the great variety www.southstokewildlife.org/ and sign up?
of pollinators that live in our parish.
* Please note that all par�cipants/volunteers get
If you’re interested in helping prepare the ground involved at their own risk and SSWCG cannot be
ready for wildflower plug plan�ng or joining in
held responsible for any injury or damage
the plant out on Saturday 2nd October, please
howsoever incurred
complete the ‘Get Involved’ form on the website
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WHAT WE DID ON OUR
HOLIDAY

powerful lady as part of a guided tour of the
church. We marvelled at the elaborate canopied
font cover, the extensive arcading, the traces of
the rood lo� and the elaborate heraldry of the
family in the side chapel. This was followed by
tea and cake, served so conveniently at the rear
of the nave.

SOUTH STOKE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
VISITS EWELME
Despite male dominance among key figures in
England’s history there are some women who
rose to fame with formidable reputa�ons and
great wealth.

The unique nature of Ewelme is the presence of
this magnificent church ( its East Anglian style
modelled on the de la Pole estate in Wingfield
Suffolk) but also the adjacent primary school
and alms-house. All three elements s�ll func�on
today offering the same community services in
the 21st century. These were all founded by Alice
as a munificent bequest to the village.
A�er tea we were led into the courtyard and
cloister of the alms-house built between 1437 to
c1450 for thirteen ‘poor aged and infirm men’
via the Muniment Room with a copy of the
original founda�on charter. We were not able to
enter the school but admired the elaborate late
medieval brickwork (very fashionable as the new
building material of its �me) and the brightly
painted heraldic escutcheons of the Suffolk de la
Pole lineage.

Members in the courtyard of the almshouses

To name but three.
Lady Anne Clifford, Countess of Dorset,
Pembroke and Montgomery (1590-1670) made
judicious marriages, owned, restored or
established a series of castles and amassed a
considerable fortune. Elizabeth Talbot, Countess
of Shrewsbury (c1527-1608) known as ‘Bess of
Hardwick’ married four �mes each union
bringing fame, wealth and property.

A�erwards a walk round the village revealed the
new ‘overspill’ alms-house close to the Ewelme
water cress beds, called Suffolk House, and
financed from the original bequest and naturally
both alms-houses offering accommoda�on for
men and women.
With thanks to our hosts, we returned inspired
by this extraordinary story in Ewelme our near
neighbouring village.
Michael Saunders

The third was Alice Chaucer, Duchess of Suffolk
(c1404-1475), granddaughter of Geoffrey
Chaucer, married three �mes, owning property
in 22 coun�es, 6 London houses and 5 castles
including Wallingford. Her elaborate tomb with
her alabaster effigy and caged cadaver is an
outstanding feature of St John’s Chapel in the
South aisle of St Mary’s Church, Ewelme. Nearby
is that of Thomas Chaucer her father whose
marriage to Maud Burghersh brought Ewelme
village into family ownership.
Some 25 members of the Historical Society were
introduced to the work of this enterprising and
South Stoke Parish Newsle�er

Outside the primary school which is the oldest
continuing school in the country

October 2021

2

South Stoke Parish Newsle�er

October 2021

3

SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB

HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S
OCTOBER MEETING

The September draw took place in the Perch and
Pike on Friday 17th. The lucky winners this
You may have missed September’s mee�ng but
month are:
hopefully October’s mee�ng can go into your
diaries. This year we are having a�ernoon
£117 – Theresa Higgs
mee�ngs (so no turning out in the dark nights!)
£87 – Paul Stevens
We will meet on Wednesday 27th October at
£58 – Siân Rasmussen
2.15pm in the Village Hall. Please bring your face
£29 – Jamie Purchas
masks (just in case). All are welcome.Guests pay
th
£5. We would love to see new villagers come
The October draw will take place on Friday 15
along to join us or members bring friends.
October at 8-00 in the Perch & Pike.
Paul & Jamie delighted with their winnings
Our speaker is the very experienced and popular
Tim Healey. Yes, the surname is familiar.
His talk is en�tled “ Apples; the Myth and
Mystery of England’s Favourite Fruit”
Does an apple a day really keep the doctor
away? No fruit is more widespread or more
steeped in lore than the humble apple. Tim
Healey tells its story, from wild ancestry in the
mountains of central Asia to the varie�es of the
present day. The talk takes in the apple’s
magical connota�ons, its place in art and history,
the story of cider-making, rare local breeds,
apple-bobbing, wassailing the orchards – and
much more besides.
Linda Ga�o

SOUTH STOKE SPOOKTACULAR
TRAIL 30th OCT 2-5pm

A�er the success of last year’s South Stoke
Spooktacular the shop is once again organising a
Halloween trail around the village so that the
youngest members of our community can enjoy
’trick or trea�ng’ safely. The trail will begin and
finish at the recrea�on ground with prizes for
comple�ng the trail and solving the puzzle.
South Stoke residents put in so much effort

every year to make Halloween memorable night
for the children of the village.
If you usually decorate your home for Halloween
and would be willing to do so this year and be
part of the trail please could you let me know?
Clare Wortley
clarewortley@mac.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ca
nc
e
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I wanted to let the local community know that I will be leaving the Goring & Woodcote
Medical Practice at the end of December. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the
team here for the past 15 years and being able to help and support so many of our
patients and local groups. I have, in particular, been honoured to be associated with
local Carers group and the PPG (I set up this group when I first joined the Practice). It
is, however, now time for me to start a new chapter in my life. I have given the Partners
sufficient notice of my intention to leave the Practice to hopefully allow a good
handover period. The Partners are currently recruiting my successor and I know they
will be introducing the successful candidate to you in due course.
I wish you all good health and happy times going forward.
Julia Beasley
Practice Manager
I love fireworks as much as anybody else but please remember it is a commemoration of a failed plot to blow
up Parliament on the 5th November. It is THAT date that is being celebrated not dates either side of the 5th.
Last year, fireworks continued for a week! Animal owners know to make arrangements for their pets on
Bonfire Night but the lengthening of this date is getting ridiculous.
This year the 5th November is on a Friday so please think of Guy Fawkes on that day. If you want to let off
your fireworks on some other day at least have the courtesy to inform your neighbours and pet lovers that
this is what you intend to do. Flyers, e-mail or phone calls will do the trick but please don’t expect putting a
notice on Facebook is going to reach interested parties.
Linda Gatto
th
Editor comment: Please note the South Stoke Fireworks will take place on Friday 12 November this year.
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District Councillor Update: Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers
Covid-19 update
Covid-19 levels remain high
but fairly stable across South
and the county as a whole,
with a weekly rate of around
300 per 100,000 residents. As
schools are now back, we will
con�nue to share the covid
safety messages around
tes�ng and the safety
measures in place in educa�on
se�ngs. The vaccina�on
programme is focussing now
mostly on jabs for children aged 12 to 17 years who are at
increased risk from infec�on, and jabs for all young people
aged 16 to 17.
The pandemic con�nues to have in many of our service teams,
in par�cular those whose resources are s�ll heavily commi�ed
to the councils’ response.
‘Everyone In’ Update
You may remember that we were able to offer emergency
housing to all of the rough sleepers in South and Vale as part of
the na�onal “Everyone In” scheme during lockdown. We are
pleased to report that we have been able to provide se�led
accommoda�on to most households who we had placed in
emergency accommoda�on under this policy:
•

82 per cent of South households (73 out of 89
emergency placements already have se�led
accommoda�on)

council since April 2020 were £42.8m. The Council carries out
pre- and post- grant award checks to detect any fraud regarding
any grant including the £500 isola�on grant - an important part
of what the finance team have been doing this last year.
With current Covid case numbers, more people are finding
themselves having to self-isolate as a result of a posi�ve
diagnosis or close contact with someone who has tested
posi�ve. The community hub is also con�nuing to help link
residents up to food support, either by signpos�ng to help
organising shopping, arranging for a click and collect shopping
order to be collected or ge�ng an emergency food parcel out.
Afghan Refugees
The districts and county are working together to play our part
in addressing the Afghan Crisis. There will be more news on this
in the weeks to come. There has been an outpouring of offers
of support for which councils are very grateful. Here’s a quick
update on the situa�on around dona�ons for the refugees:
Oxfordshire County Council is se�ng up an Amazon wish list to
allow residents to contribute support for Afghan refugees. Due
to recent generous dona�ons for everyday items, the county
does not require any further dona�ons at this �me. Instead, it
plans to ac�vate the wish list should any new needs arise so
residents can donate specific items that will be of significant
use to the families.
If and when the wish list is ac�vated, we will share the county
council’s social media posts to help spread the word, so please
do share our messages.
Civil Parking Enforcement

The remaining households are either in short term
accommoda�on or have abandoned/been evicted from
emergency accommoda�on.
You can find out more informa�on on how we support people
that are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless on our
website: South - southoxon.gov.uk/housing/are-you-homeless

The county council has provided the a�ached progress report
on Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE), which will see
responsibility for enforcement of on-street parking in South
Oxfordshire transfer from the police to a new team managed
by Oxfordshire County Council from 1 November.
Other News

Planning Applica�ons and call-in triggers

Business Fire safety week

There has been a big increase in planning applica�ons, from
householders as well as bigger ones, in the last few months. In
May 2021 we received 390 applica�ons, which is a 48% increase
on May 2020. 61% of applica�ons received were valid on
receipt. As a result, the planning department is a few days
behind on registering new applica�ons.

This week is Business Fire Safety Week in Oxfordshire. The
county council is running a new campaign to help raise
awareness of businesses fire safety responsibili�es and have
released a series of safety videos.

Council has also agreed a change to the trigger arrangements for
Minor planning applica�ons. If you recall we introduced some
emergency arrangements at the start of the pandemic to ensure
we could meet our statutory responsibili�es. However the
council agreed to reinstate the previous approach (from 15 July)
so it is immediately effec�ve, which means that where a town or
parish council object to a planning applica�on that is classified
as a ‘Minor’ applica�on and the planning officer is minded to
approve it, then the planning applica�on will be automa�cally
referred to the planning commi�ee to determine. Please also
note that for ‘Major’ applica�ons, the trigger arrangements
have remained unchanged throughout the emergency
arrangements and will con�nue to remain unchanged.

Report on crime in Oxfordshire

Covid Grants and Support for Self-Isola�on
Total Covid19 Grant Payments processed through the District
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John Howell MP writes...

You can watch and share their safety videos via their website.

According to a recently published report on crime and
community safety, South Oxfordshire has rela�vely low levels
of crime compared to other districts in the county. The figures
have come via a county-wide partnership we’re part of called
the “Safer Oxfordshire Partnership”. The partnership works to
reduce crime and create safer communi�es across the county
and every year it receives a “Strategic Intelligence Assessment”
for Oxfordshire that summarises our local crime and
community safety stats.
Editor’s comment: Maggie’s report in full runs to mul�ple
pages and therefore some sec�ons have been removed for
prin�ng reasons. The full report is published on her facebook
page and will form part of the papers for parish council
mee�ngs.
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It is just over 10 years since I started to write a monthly
newsle�er to parishes. Out of curiosity over the summer I
looked back at some of the early issues. For a few months
I ran a li�le mini-series at the end of my newsle�ers
seeking to answer ques�ons that were frequently asked
about the work on an MP and the workings of
parliament. Such ques�ons are s�ll regularly asked as
people take a new of different interest in poli�cs and so I
thought it might be worth revisi�ng some of the
ques�ons in the coming months.
An overarching ques�on asked of many MPs by people of
all ages, and one frequently asked on school visits, is
what does an MP do? There is no job descrip�on, and
each MP has to work out the best way to pursue the role
for themselves. Indeed an MP may change the way in
which they work over the years as issues and needs
change. The last 18 month have forced some changes in
working pa�erns and some forced changes have proved
to be for the be�er. For example I intend to con�nue
doing my advice surgeries virtually as this has proved to
be very popular. With the geographical size of the
cons�tuency people o�en had to travel long distances for
a rela�vely short mee�ng. The ease of access which
virtual mee�ngs has offered has been welcomed. They
reduce the need for travel and can save cons�tuents a
considerable amount of �me. Working this way can also
enable me to reduce the wai�ng �me for an
appointment.
The main task for an MP is to consider and propose new
laws as well as raise issues rela�ng to the cons�tuency or
cons�tuents. This is not always easy as conten�ous and
divisive issues are o�en debated with several differing
views. These tend to be the issues that the media is quick
to pick on. For my part I think it is important to listen to
different views and to weigh up arguments. I am happy to
have robust but polite debate, but an MP is not a
delegate and in the end, as with the rest of my
colleagues, I have to make my own judgement on how I
respond on any par�cular issue. With a Party-poli�cal
system is will be no surprise that an MP on the whole
supports the Party on whose manifesto they stood for
elec�on.
For the most part an MPs �me is divided between
working in Parliament, represen�ng parliament
elsewhere (as I do at the Council of Europe), and working
in their cons�tuency. When Parliament is si�ng MPs are
generally expected to be in Westminster from Monday to
Thursday and so �me in the cons�tuency is limited.
Outside of si�ng weeks there is more �me for
cons�tuency mee�ngs and visits. I am looking forward to
the forthcoming recess when I will be mee�ng in person
representa�ves from several of the 85 Parish Councils
and Parish Mee�ngs across the cons�tuency. Something
that has not been possible for some �me now.

Commi�ee to
scru�nise the detail
of a par�cular Bill this
is expected to take
precedence over
other things. These
compe�ng demands
mean that it is not
always possible to
a�end a par�cular
debate or drop-in
session that a
someone may ask me
to a�end, although I
do try to fit in as much as I can each week.
It is o�en thought that an MP sits at the top of a
hierarchy of Government and has power to direct local
councils. This is not the case. Although local councils are
required to conform with central government policy
within this they are fully autonomous, and MPs do not
have any jurisdic�on over local council decisions. Thus
the primary focus of ques�ons that MPs raise will be
rela�ng to Parliament and the work of Government
departments such as the NHS, HM Revenue and Customs,
and the Department of Work and Pensions. These
ques�ons may arise from an MPs own concerns or may
be on behalf of cons�tuents. Ques�ons can be formal
wri�en or oral ques�ons however I have found that it is
o�en be�er to discuss issues privately with Ministers.
With local issues MPs can write to councils on behalf of a
cons�tuent, and this is something that I o�en do.
However there are locally elected representa�ves to
these councils who should really be the first point to
contact for council issues. I will write more about this in a
later newsle�er.
If you have an issue that you would like to raise with me,
if possible, please email me at
john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot email you
can s�ll write to me at the House of Commons, London,
SW1 0AA or PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD. To find
out more about my work please do visit my website
which is regularly updated on key issues.
www.johnhowell.org.uk.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of
Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

When in Westminster every day brings compe�ng
demands on an MP's �me. Days can include �me spent
scru�nising legisla�on, a�ending debates, ministerial
ques�on sessions, commi�ees, briefings and other
mee�ngs, and also responding to correspondence. There
is also a hierarchy of demand in that the business of the
House must come first and when asked to sit on a Bill
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FLU VACCINATION PROGRAMME 2021
We are now taking bookings for flu vaccina�ons for those eligible for an NHS
vaccine. There will be two clinics taking place – the first on Saturday 18
September 2021 at our Goring Surgery and the second on Saturday 9
October 2021 at our Woodcote Surgery - both running from 0830-1600
outside in the car parks.
Please book online or by contac�ng the surgery. When booking online, please
take care to book into the correct slot - an OVER 65 year old slot or UNDER
65 year old slot”.

SOUTH STOKE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEEDS YOUR HELP

SOUTH STOKE WI
SEPTEMBER MEETING
On a beau�ful sunny a�ernoon the President
Rita Mann welcomed members and one guest to
the September Mee�ng.
Now that things are beginning to return to
normal lots of events are being planned and put
into ac�on in the County for all members to
par�cipate in.
We were disappointed to learn that our speaker
from the Children’s Air Ambulance had to cancel
at the last minute due to ill health. It is s�ll a
legacy of the Pandemic that any illness has to be
taken seriously and we s�ll need to be careful.
A�er an ini�al panic the well oiled machine of
the WI (that is the President and Commi�ee)
swung into ac�on. Cra� supplies had been
gathered together and a card demonstra�on and
making session was our alterna�ve programme.
The President demonstrated quilling and we also
had on offer coloured card, adhesive pictures,
s�ckers, and a myriad of borders, quotes,
templates and everything else needed for
people to make a card to their own design. It
was a produc�ve and fun a�ernoon.
This was followed by our usual a�ernoon tea
laid on by a rota of our members. This is always
an important part of our mee�ngs as it gives
members the �me and opportunity to socialise
catching up with old friends and ge�ng to know
new ones. It is something we hope we can
con�nue with well into the future. As we all
know the Bri�sh bond over a cup of of tea!!!!!
We hope to re-book the speaker for another
�me.
South Stoke WI meet on the second Tuesday of
the month in the village hall at 2.15pm. If you
are looking for fun and friendship why not come
and join us for an a�ernoon as a guest.
Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsle�er

We have been asked by Oxfordshire Building
Records Society to help them with their
research. They are producing an Oxfordshire
Buildings Record Gaze�eer of buildings with
“inscribed dates” throughout Oxfordshire, and
want us to record South Stoke’s buildings as a
contribu�on to the Gaze�eer.
It would therefore be really helpful if you could
let us know whether your house has any such
date stones, so that with your permission we can
ask one of our volunteers to come and record
and photograph it. We already know of some of
the date stones that are easily visible from the
main road, but your house may have others that
are less obvious. You may also know of date
stones elsewhere in the village, e.g. on walls.
Your help will be much appreciated.
So please contact me with any informa�on –
Janet Jones, 01491 873488 email
janetriddingtonjones@b�nternet.com.
A�er a year of enforced inac�vity due to Covid
restric�ons, we are hoping to resume our usual
programme of talks and visits. We very much
welcome new members; membership costs
£12.50 per year. If you are interested in learning
more about local and na�onal history and
maybe doing some research, come and join us.
Contact me for more informa�on.

October 2021
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WALLINGFORD MUSEUM
NEWS

We are delighted that the museum is now open
with FREE entry for the season, with real live
visitors coming in! Please check the web site for
opening �mes. Our amazing new exhibit, the
new Wallingford castle model is on display.
Wallingford Guided Historical Town Walks every summer Saturday star�ng at 11am from
under the Town Hall
These popular town walks, led by expert guides
from The Wallingford Historical and
Archaeological Society, will be on offer
throughout the summer un�l the end of
September. There is no need to book these
walks - just meet the guide who will be standing
under the Town Hall. Payment (£10 per adult,
children free) should be made to the guide
please, and will help support the work of the
volunteer-run Wallingford Museum.
The walks last about 90 mins and will take you
all round the town and its backstreets, revealing
the story of the town’s history from the AngloSaxon period to the present day!
Saturday 11 September will be a special Agatha
Chris�e Day at Wallingford Museum.
In the Museum - FREE!
• You can visit our Agatha Chris�e exhibi�on in
the museum
• Have a go at a special Agatha Chris�e Quiz
• See all the other lovely exhibits, including the
new model of Wallingford Castle
You can also join in one of our special guided
Agatha Chris�e walks:
10.30, 12.00, 2.30, 4.00: each star�ng from the
Museum
Our expert guides will take you round the town
to ‘Discover Wallingford as Agatha Chris�e
would have known it’.
The walks will begin from Wallingford Museum
in the High Street and last about an hour.
Reserve a place via the museum website, or just
turn up on the day.
Please note however places are limited to 15
per walk.
£10 per adult, children free.
South Stoke Parish Newsle�er

www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk Please pay at
the museum on the day.
You can also visit Agatha Chris�e’s grave in
Cholsey
St Mary’s Church, Cholsey, is where Agatha
Chris�e worshipped and chose to be buried in
the churchyard. The church will be open during
the day and you can meet a guide there who will
be able to answer any ques�ons about her
connec�ons with Cholsey.
It is a short drive or bus ride from Wallingford, or
a 2½ mile country walk (guiding leaflets available
in the Museum).
Museum Bookshop
We have an excellent selec�on of good secondhand books (both fic�on and non-fic�on) at
sensible prices. We look forward to seeing you it's free to browse!
The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological
Society
Zoom talks for members or possible return to St
Mary’s Church.
8 Sept (Weds) Andy Hood: Archaeological
inves�ga�on at the Cross Keys, Wallingford
Excava�ons in advance of a residen�al
development revealed part of the Burh western
defensive ditch, as well as a later substan�al
chalk bank. Other features included a further
probable ditch to the west, as well as pits and
gullies, some of which appeared to be rela�vely
early. Somewhat unexpectedly, the presumed
defensive ditch terminated within the site, which
suggested that the military earthworks in this
area are more complex than previously thought.'
Please see the web site for further details:
h�ps://www.twhas.org.uk/mee�ngsprogramme.html
Sue Wright

WHY ARE THE
FIREWORKS ON FRIDAY
12TH NOVEMBER?
To answer this ques�on that I’m sure is puzzling
you… once again the Parents Associa�on of
South Stoke Primary School will be pu�ng on a
full scale pyro-musical fireworks display that will
rival big towns such as Reading and Oxford. Due
to demand, the cost of pu�ng it on the 5th
November is prohibi�ve, so we are doing it one
week later on Friday 12th. We hope to see you
there!

October 2021
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

WHAT, NO HONEY?
For the first �me since our community shop opened, there is no local honey on sale. This is because
early last winter, most of the South Stoke honey bees died. The rest expired in early Spring. This was
the biggest loss of bees that this beekeeper has ever experienced. The cause is not yet known, but it
is likely to be either chemicals in the
environment or viruses or a combina�on of
both. Samples are with a DEFRA laboratory
where there seems to be a long queue!
Some generous local beekeepers kindly donated
some new stocks in spring, and a�er a very slow
start, due to the weather, they have been split
and have expanded nicely through the summer.
There probably won’t be any surplus honey this
year, but we expect to go into winter with seven
strong colonies. With luck, the shop will have
some more South Stoke honey in May next year.
Paul Jenkins
South Stoke Bees

Rights of Way
You will recall that an exercise was undertaken by the Parish Council to collect affidavits about the
historic use of various pathways within the Parish to determine if there was sufficient evidence of
their use as public rights of way. By way of background, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
introduced a cut-off date of 1 Jan 2026 for all claims to non-recorded public rights of way based on
historical evidence to be submi�ed to local authori�es for assessment. This process was not about
whether rights of access should be created or taken away, but rather whether the rights exist
already and should be considered by the Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) for recording on the
Defini�ve Map of public rights of way.
A large number of affidavits were collected with respect to the pathways iden�fied on the map.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this. The Parish Council has already submi�ed
documenta�on to OCC with respect to ROW 4 (Ferry Road to the Recrea�on Ground) and will now
proceed with submi�ng the documenta�on for the remaining ROW with the excep�on of the ROW
to the river from The Street. This has not been submi�ed while further discussions with the landowner and interested par�es take place.
Village Hall Access
The resurfacing of the driveway to the Village Hall was not a resounding success and has created
access issues for some parishioners. The Ameni�es Charity has subsequently assumed
responsibility for this and is inves�ga�ng alterna�ve solu�ons to improve the driveway surface.
The Recrea�on Ground

HALLOWEEN
IN SOUTH STOKE

Unfortunately, the zip-wire at The Rec is broken once again. The Ameni�es Charity are aware of this
and will be following up to have this repaired yet again.
Transi�onal Hybrid Energy Project

At the end of this month, children will be out
trick or trea�ng once again. Not everyone
enjoys this �me of year and therefore if you are
happy to receive trick or treaters, please place a
lit pumpkin at your house so that it is visible
from the road. That way, the children will know
which houses to visit, and which to leave in
peace.
And you might want to avoid St Andrew’s grave
yard that night

The Parish Council con�nues to maintain its objec�on to the planning applica�on for the
development and opera�on of a Transi�onal Hybrid Energy Project on land adjacent to the sewage
works between Goring and South Stoke. Although various landscape design changes have been
proposed by the applicant, the Parish Council con�nues to be of the view that there is no specified
local need that would serve to balance the damage caused to the AONB.
Airfield Building Change of Use
The Parish Council discussed the planning applica�on for change of use of the unit at Icknield Farm.
Concerns were raised about the proposed change of use and the poten�al for greater damage to
the single-track road at this loca�on as it is already severely damaged and at �mes congested with
access to the Bio generator and Portacabin business next door.
Garden Waste Collec�ons
Maggie Filipova-Rivers (Ward Member for Goring and South Stoke) updated the Parish Council on
the ongoing suspension of garden waste collec�ons by Biffa. SODC has been ac�vely engaging with
Biffa to resolve the issue and hopes to see a monthly collec�on service resume as an interim
measure. Stay tuned to the SODC website for more informa�on.
Cllr Victor Meyer
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www.warmingham.com

Your leading independent
property consultancy….
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Warmingham & Co
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103

1

Warmingham & Co
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Goring-on-Thames
4- 5 High Street Goring-on-
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Thames Reading RG8 9AT

180 offices
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69
68
66
59
59
53
51
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Others (167
offices)

Lettings

Date: 01/012020 - 31/12/2020

Date: 01/012020 - 31/12/2020

47

794

42
40
38
36
33
32
3031

1 st

Warmingham & Co

out of

4- 5 High Street Goring-on-

Goring-on-Thames
Thames Reading RG8 9AT

131 offices
insights brought to you by

insights brought to you by

Having been established for over 35 years, we don’t rest on our laurels; Leading by the front, achieving the very best for our clients.
For a 5th consecutive year, 2020 has seen Warmingham & Co, out-sell and out-let all of our competitors within our area of coverage*,
as recorded by Rightmove, whilst also duly being recognised in late 2019, by The Parliamentary Review, for best practice within
the industry nationally. Accordingly, you can be assured of a professional and thorough approach from our highly qualified and
experienced, personable staff, who both understand the current marketplace, and yield extensive local knowledge. Offering our
clients the most effective, cohesive and progressive marketing package tailor-made to their own individual requirements, locally,
nationally, and internationally, 7 days a week, we are here to make your next move both seamless, and the right one for you.
* OX11 0, OX11 9, RG18 9, RG18 0, OX14 3, OX14 4, RG9 4, RG9 6, RG9 5, OX10 6, OX10 0, OX10 7, OX10 8, OX10 9, RG8 9, RG8 7, RG8 8, RG8 0, RG20 6, RG20 8, RG20 7, OX49 5, RG7 5, RG7 6, RG4 9, RG4 7, OX12 8.
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Sales & Valuations
T 01491 874144
E sales@warmingham.com

Lettings & Valuations
Call us 7 Days A Week to arrange a Free Valuation or Viewing
T 01491 875011
Office Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday: 08:30 - 18:30 & Sunday: 10:00 - 16:00
Website Opening Hours: 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week - 365 Days A Year E lettings@warmingham.com

Bob
Warmingham

Duncan
Kent

Tonia
Sheldon
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give
on each planning applica�on are ‘FULLY
SUPPORTS this applica�on for the following
reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this applica�on’,
‘NO OBJECTIONS to this applica�on but wish the
following comments to be taken into account’,
‘or OBJECTS to this applica�on for the following
reasons’. If you have views about any planning
applica�on, you are encouraged to submit them
to South Oxfordshire District Council. You may
also make representa�on to the Parish Council.

IT’S JUST A JUMP
TO THE LEFT
The South Stoke Community Shop are hos�ng a
halloween themed movie night on 30th October
at the village hall.
Doors open from 7pm and there will be prizes
for the best / most outrageous costume.
Tickets available from the village shop.

The following applica�ons were reviewed by the
Parish Council.
• P20/S2385/FUL: Land at Woodcote Road,
South Stoke, RG8 0JJ. SSPC OBJECTS (with
reasons)
• P21/S2137/HH: Lindon, Cross Keys Road,
South Stoke, RG8 0JT. NO OBJECTION (with
comments)
• P21/S3364/HH: 6 Cross Keys Road, South
Stoke, RG8 0JT. SSPC OBJECTS (with reasons)
• P21/S2385/FUL-1: Land at Woodcote Road,
South Stoke, RG8 0JJ. SSPC OBJECTS (with
reasons)
• P20/S4706/FUL: Land to the west of
Wallingford Road adjacent to the sewerage
works. SSPC OBJECTS (with reasons)
• P21/S3641/FUL: Icknield Farm Icknield Road
Ipsden OX10 6AS. SSPC OBJECTS (with
reasons)

CITIZENS ADVICE NEEDS VOLUNTEER ADVISERS
There comes a �me for all of us when we face problems that are too stressful or complicated to
sort out alone.
Last year – one of the most difficult - our 90 advisers advised 9,000 clients on over 20,000
problems. We helped four in five resolve their debt, benefits, employment and housing problems.
Many of these were caused by the Covid-19 crisis.
We now need more advisers as we move into the pandemic recovery phase.
Our main offices are in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Since March 2020 our volunteers and staff have been
advising the public from home on our Adviceline service. Recently we par�ally re-opened our offices, in part to train
new advisers.
What will you get out of it? You will join a friendly team, meet new people, develop your skills and make a real
difference to people’s lives.
You’ll need to have good listening and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn and be confident with computers. Full
training will be provided.
Henley adviser Amanda says: “I am proud to volunteer with Ci�zens Advice because they offer crucial support to
those that need it most, and my colleagues, both volunteers and employees, make volunteering a pleasure.”
If you have eight hours a week to spare for the next two years or more and are looking for a sa�sfying and s�mula�ng
volunteer role in your local community, please contact us at:
www.ci�zensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
SERVICES, OCTOBER 2021
We warmly welcome you to all the services. The
church is open every day for you to just drop in.
We are able to serve coffee again at services.
3rd October, Sunday, 11.15 am Holy Communion
10th October, Sunday, 11.15 am. Harvest Family
Service. Gi�s of produce or groceries will be
welcomed at the service.
17th October, Sunday,, 11.15 am Ma�ns.
20th October, Wednesday, 10.30 am. Coffee
Morning in St Andrew's.
24th October, Sunday, 11.15 am Holy Communion
in St Andrew's.
31st October, Sunday, 10.30 am United Benefice
Holy Communion at St Thomas's, Goring. No
service in St Andrew's.
31st October, Sunday, 4.00 pm A “Service to
Remember” loved-ones who have recently died.
At St Thomas's Goring.
Our sermon series on Pastoral Principles, this
month, suggests how to get on with those we
disagree with. It touches on Silence, Hypocrisy
and Integrity. Come on the 3rd and 17th.
Mid-week Holy Communion is on Wednesdays at
10.30 am in St Thomas's. This service is also
available on Zoom.
A Bereavement Support Group for the three
villages will start on Sunday 3rd October in St
Thomas's Canterbury Room and run for 4 weeks.
Get details from the Vicar on (01491) 875 651
The Benefice Office or the Vicar can be
contacted, Monday to Thursday mornings, un�l
noon, on (01491) 875651. The website is;
www.thomandmary.org.uk
Links to Zoomed services can be found on this
website.
Harry Hogg and Lou Verrill, Wardens.
vicar@thomandmary.org.uk

3rd October

Car Boot Sale
Recrea�on Ground, 9am-12pm

12th October

WI Mee�ng
Village Hall, 2.15pm

18th October

Parish Council Mee�ng
Village Hall, 7.30pm

20th October

Harvest Supper

27th October

Historical Society’s October
Mee�ng
Village Hall, 2.15pm
Halloween Trail
From the shop, 2-5pm

30th October

Rocky Horror Picture Show
Film
Village Hall, TBC

7th November

Pet Service
St Andrews Church

12th November
14th November
23rd December

South Stoke Bonfire &
Fireworks
Recrea�on Ground, from 6pm
Remembrance Sunday
Carol Service

THE NOVEMBER ISSUE
All contributions welcome. Email
editor@southstoke.org.uk or submit in writing to
South Stoke Community Shop. Please include a
telephone number and an email address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged.
Deadline for the November issue is Monday
25th October 2020.
Every effort is made to ensure that any
information provided is correct. The South Stoke
Newsletter and South Stoke Parish Council do
not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of
content or the consequences of relying on it.
Any views expressed are those of the
contributor at the time of submission and do not
reflect the opinions of South Stoke Parish
Council or the editor.
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