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PHIL AND ANDREW’S 100KM RACE TO RAISE CHARITY CASH
South Stoke Parish Councillor Phil Wortley and
resident Andrew Harden-Sweetnam (pictured right)
will embark on an epic 100km run on Saturday 10
July. The event, called Race to the Stones, will take
them from Lewknor along The Ridgeway to Avebury
in Wiltshire. They will start at about 6.50am and are
hoping to finish the run before midnight.
“They are running in aid of Prostate Cancer UK
and Launchpad and in addition to any
sponsorship, they would both be grateful for
cheers along the way”

All runners in the race will be passing along The
Street, with Phil and Andrew expecting to be in South
Stoke between 9.45am and 11.15am before heading
through Goring and Streatley and continuing up
along the Ridgeway past Wantage to Avebury.
They are running in aid of Prostate Cancer UK and
Crisis respectively and in addition to any sponsorship
they would both be grateful for cheers along the way.
Training has so far been fraught with problems after
Phil picked up calf and glute injuries and Andrew
struggled with his Achilles' tendon. However,
between them they’ve racked up over 1400km in
training this year so far and estimate racking up more
than 1600km (1,000 miles) prior to the event. If you
would like to donate to their charities, follow the links
to their fundraising pages at: justgiving.com/
philwortley and justgiving.com/andrew-hardensweetnamracetothestones
Good luck guys!

Above: Phil Wortley (right) and
Andrew Harden-Sweetnam
Below: Running route
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IS IT A BIRD? IS IT A PLANE? NO! IT’S
A SOUTH STOKE SCARECROW
South Stoke School Parents’ Association has
organised a summer scarecrow display competition
with a superhero theme. The team is inviting all
families at the school to make their own superhero
scarecrow to be displayed outside their house, in the
school playground or around the village from
24 July to 7 August and they would love other
families to take part as well. If you would like to
display a scarecrow and want some more
information, get in touch with Clare Wortley via
clarewortley@mac.com

SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB
MAY WINNERS!
The May draw took place via Zoom on Monday 17
May and the lucky winners were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£114)
(£86)
(£57)
(£29)

Jenny Mansfield
Sarah Woolridge
Roger Guiver
Vanda Scholey

The June draw took place via Zoom on Wednesday
16 June and the lucky winners were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£117)
(£87)
(£58)
(£29)

Craig Coffield
Alan Harrison
Marcella Scott
June Smith

The next draw will take place (via Zoom) on Monday
12 July. Winners will be announced in the next issue
of the newsletter.
Those of you who support us via the Give As You
Live (GAYL) link will probably have noticed that
earlier this year Amazon was removed from the list
of available outlets. The Amenities Charity is pleased
to say that it has now signed up with Amazon Smile.
This works in the same way as GAYL and you can
access it via smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1070423-0 If
Amazon is your go-to online shopping site please
consider doing so via the Amazon Smile portal and
generating donations at no cost to you, the shopper.

GET READY FOR RACE TO THE STONES: COMING THROUGH A
VILLAGE NEAR YOU THIS WEEKEND
The Dixons Carphone Race to the Stones 2021 will be taking place
over the weekend of 10 and 11 July 2021. The event covers 100km of
the oldest path in Britain - The Ridgeway. Starting in Lewknor and
finishing in Avebury, the route passes through South Stoke at about
the 25km mark on day one. Expect to see a lot of activity in the
village on Saturday. Two South Stoke residents, councillor Phil
Wortley and Andrew Harden-Sweetnam are participating (see cover
story), so do get out and cheer them on. If you are running the race
too or know someone else who is, please feel free to email
editor@southstoke.org.uk with some info and pics.
For more information on the race go to thresholdtrailseries.com
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS
this application for the following reasons’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS
to this application but wish the following comments
to be taken into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this
application for the following reasons’.
If you have views about any planning application, you
are encouraged to submit them to the South
Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make
representation to the Parish Council. If you would
like to read more about planning applications and the
role of the South Stoke Parish Council, read our
feature on page six.

There’s been lots of spring activity on the South Stoke
Wildlife & Conservation Group (SSWCG) front.
Following an excellent Wild Bees presentation by
Roselle Chapman (Community Ecologist, Wild
Oxfordshire), which attracted people from as far
afield as Dublin, many of the group’s members
attended the inspiring ‘Hedgehog Superhighway Talk’
hosted by Woodcote Conservation Group. They have
also been contacted by HUGS (Hagbournes & Upton
Group for Sustainability) with whom the group is
hoping to collaborate on future joint projects.
The SSWCG wildflower project is underway and
South Stoke Primary School has joined in the fun!
Not only are the children raising wild flowers and
supporting the Community Plant Out project but
they’re also taking an active role in surveying the
wildflowers on the recreation ground.
Events have attracted lots of interest and the Dawn
Chorus and Riverbank & Private Garden Dragonfly
walks have been a sellout! Issue two of the enewsletter was mailed at the end of May; with a guest
contributor in the form of Simon Booker
(stokerpix.com) who’s written a great piece on ‘The
Pursuit of Nature’s Perfection’ plus articles from local
experts on an exemplary local conservation project,
glow worms and hedgerows.

Reviewed by South Stoke Parish
Council

To learn more go to southstokewildlife.org

·
P21/S2385/FUL: Land at Woodcote Road South
Stoke RG8 0JJ. SSPC - FURTHER INPUT REQUESTED
FROM PLANNING OFFICER
·
P21/S2264/HH: 8 Glebe Cottages Wallingford Road
South Stoke RG8 0JA. SSPC – NO OBJECTIONS

·
P21/S2137/HH: Lindon Cross Keys Road South
Stoke RG8 0JT. SSPC – NO OBJECTIONS (WITH
COMMENTS)
·
P21/S2001/HH: Ashmount House Ferry Road South
Stoke RG8 0JL. SSPC – NO OBJECTIONS (WITH
COMMENTS)
·
P20/S4706/FUL: Land to the west of Wallingford
Road Adjacent to Sewage Works between Goring and
South Stoke RG8 0JA. SSPC – OBJECTS (WITH
REASONS)
Decisions by South Oxfordshire District Council
·

LATEST FROM THE NEW SOUTH
STOKE WILDLIFE GROUP

No recent decisions to report

For more information on the above planning
applications, please go to ‘Find and comment on a
planning application’ in the Planning and Development
section of the SODC website at southoxon.gov.uk

GAP FESTIVAL TO RESUME IN 2022
After cancelling its programme last year due to the
pandemic, the biennial cultural and arts GAP Festival
will return to Goring and Streatley from 2 to 12 June
2022. This will be the fourth GAP Festival since it
was first created by the organising charity, set up to
promote and encourage the arts and culture in our
villages as a legacy to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
back in 2012. With next year’s event taking place
over the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee four-day Bank
Holiday weekend, the festival team are planning to
bring the event back to its celebratory roots of
bringing people together through arts and
entertainment. Creative Director Ginny Avery said:
“Next year’s GAP Festival will be an opportunity for
us to celebrate our wonderful community by
reconnecting through art and culture. Something
which we have all been missing through such a
difficult year.” With previous events featuring TV
presenter and gardener Joe Swift, award-winning
comedian Harriet Braine, platinum album soul
singer Mica Paris, and local band The Lightyears, its
varied programme has always made sure there is
something for everyone.
For tickets and info go to thegapfestival.org
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FORCED LANDING IN SOUTH STOKE

to be on night duty when needed. The Home Guard
were issued with live ammunition and were told to
shoot if anyone was hanging around suspiciously.
Lady Clothier writes about the landing of a World War This was the only time in the War that the South
Stoke Home Guard were given live ammunition whilst
II plane carrying British allies in the village, as seen
on duty, though they were given live rounds when
through the eyes of teenager George Druce
they practised target shooting and grenade throwing
at the range at Little Stoke or at the Army camp on
Sometime between Christmas 1944 and the New
the Churn Estate near Blewbury, and they also used
Year, an American 4-engined Liberator Bomber (Bthe range at Bisley.
24) crash-landed on “the prairie”.
15-year old George Druce, who had left school that
summer, was working for the Bullocks at Manor
Farm. On this particular afternoon he had just
delivered a tank of water to New Farm (now known
as Ivol Barn) which only had its water supply from a
well and extra water was needed for the steam
engine which drove the threshing machine. He was
walking the farm horse back to the village along the
Woodcote Road with his little brother, Peter aged
“He suddenly heard the sound of engines behind
him and looking back saw a huge plane above
Woodcote coming towards him. It was a

Liberator Bomber with its landing lights on”

seven or eight, who was having a ride on the horse
when he suddenly heard the sound of engines behind
him and looking back saw a huge plane above
Woodcote coming towards him. It was a Liberator
Bomber with its landing lights on and its
undercarriage down. The engines cut out and the
plane gradually drifted down before coming to a halt
in the soil of the lower slopes of White Hill, and
about 300 yards from the Woodcote Road.
Abandoning his brother and the horse, George ran
down the hill to the plane and when he was about 20
yards from it the door opened, the ladder came down
and the crew came out – probably eight or ten men.
They all knelt down and kissed the ground – a sight
George has never forgotten.
George walked round the plane; the rear of the
fuselage was riddled with bullet holes which
impressed him very much, the plane obviously
having been shot at by the Germans. It seems that
the Liberator was out of fuel and the crew were
completely lost with no idea of where they were.
They were returning from a bombing raid over
Germany, possibly Munchen-Gladbach and may
have been shot up as they flew over the French coast.
But as all Liberators were stationed in Norfolk they
were obviously way off course. When George saw the
plane the next day, a security cordon had been put in
place by the Americans with men, jeeps and trucks
surrounding it and George particularly remembers
the white star on the side of all the vehicles. The
South Stoke Home Guard were initially involved in
guarding the site and continued…
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The security cordon continued for several months
with round-the-clock surveillance until springtime
when the ground had dried out sufficiently for the
plane to be moved. All fixed machine guns and other
heavy equipment were removed so as to lighten the
plane which was to be towed across to Icknield Farm.
From this point a temporary runway was prepared
from Icknield to where Grove Road meets the B4009.
The runway had to be one mile in length: the
Liberator needing half-a-mile for take off, and a
further half mile for braking purposes in the event of
a malfunction. George, working at New Farm went
back and forth daily from South Stoke and saw the
runway being prepared using a grader and a roller to
flatten and hard pack the stony soil.
And one day George saw the bomber being towed by
an American heavy caterpillar tractor to the position
for take off. Instruments were checked by the US
Army Air Force, the plane was loaded with minimum
fuel and the crew was limited to just the pilot and copilot.
“The security cordon continued for several
months with round-the-clock surveillance until
Springtime when the ground had dried out
sufficiently for the plane to be moved. ”

Such was the secrecy in place at the time, that no-one
knew when the plane would actually take off.
However George, working at the farm, heard the
engines revving up and saw it taxi down the runway,
lifting off as it crossed the Woodcote Road and, on
reaching the B4009 it turned towards Goring and
gradually disappeared from sight. The four engines at
full throttle made an overwhelming noise, never to be
forgotten.
As Britain was desperately endeavouring to be selfsufficient in food, the runway was immediately taken
back into agricultural use and the whole affair of the
Liberator Bomber was over. As a result of press
censorship there was no reporting of this “hush-hush
wartime saga” and it was quietly forgotten. Until now.
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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CLEANER WANTED

JULY AT ST. ANDREW’S
CHURCH, SOUTH STOKE
There is some uncertainty about the Services in
July, but please look out for notices on the Church
Notice Board in The Street and on the South Stoke
village Facebook page. If it becomes impossible to
hold a service on a particular day, please look for a
link to a Zoomed service from St Thomas’s or St
Mary’s, within which we will be represented.

Sunday 4 July, 11.15am

Morning Service at St
Andrew’s

Sunday 11 July, 11.15am

Holy Communion,
(Common Worship)

Sunday 18 July, 11.15am

Good News Service/
Matins.

Sunday 25 July, 11.15am

Holy Communion
(BCP)

A young professional couple in South Stoke village are
looking for regular help around the house.
Duties include general housekeeping:
cleaning, organising, laundry and ironing.

4 Hours Per Week

(can be split over two days if preferred)
Call or text Jamie on 07900923458 if interested.

Sunday 1 August, 11.15am Family Service
We provide for social distancing while meeting for
worship. Hand-sanitizer is available. Please
remember your face covering.
We are not offering refreshments during pandemic
restrictions. The Benefice Office or the Vicar can be
contacted Monday to Thursday mornings until
noon on (01491) 875651.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE LOOKING FOR
ADVISERS
Last year Citizens Advice’s 90 advisers gave help to 9,000
clients on over 20,000 problems. They helped four in five
resolve their debt, benefits, employment and housing
problems. Many of these were caused by the Covid-19
crisis. The organisation now needs more advisers as they
move into the pandemic recovery phase. Main offices are in
Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Since March 2020
volunteers and staff have been advising the public from
home on the Adviceline service. If you have eight hours a
week to spare for the next two years or more and are
looking for a satisfying and stimulating volunteer role in
your local community, please go to
citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/

NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2021
The next South Stoke newsletter will be out in August. All
contributions welcome. Email editor@southstoke.org.uk
or submit in writing to the South Stoke Community
Shop. Please include a telephone number and an email
address if possible. Deadline for content is 23 July
2021
This newsletter is compiled by volunteers. Every
effort is made to ensure that any information provided is
correct. The South Stoke Newsletter, its editor, and
South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of content or the
consequences of relying on it. Views expressed in the
publication are those of the contributor and do not
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