Issue 180

southstoke.org.uk

May 2021

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY & SODC ENFORCEMENT ON THE CASE
A new sign that reads ’Customer Mooring’ for the
Beetle & Wedge restaurant has been put up on the
river bank adjacent to the Slipway in South Stoke
(pictured right). Trees have been cleared in the
immediate vicinity and pegs have been seen in the
ground (pictured below). The newly formed South
Stoke Slipway Committee is investigating further to
determine the scope of the proposed Beetle & Wedge
customer mooring and the potential impact on the
use of the Slipway and village. The new Slipway
Committee was established at a recent parish council
meeting (see page 4). The Environment Agency and
South Oxfordshire District Council Enforcement have
been contacted to investigate this further.
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SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB
APRIL WINNERS!

BAG2SCHOOL DONATION
STATION RETURNS TO THE REC
South Stoke School has organised a clothes and
shoe collection in association with Bag2School.
As well as raising vitally needed funds for South
Stoke School, it also helps the environment by
diverting unwanted clothing and textiles away from
landfill.
By getting involved in the Bag2School collection,
you have an opportunity to sort through your
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted
items. This can include adults’ and children’s
clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts,
handbags, soft toys, scarves, ties, jewellery, lingerie,
linen, curtains, towels, bedding. They cannot accept
duvets and blankets, pillows and cushions, carpets,
rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet
mats), soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing,
school uniforms with
and without logo.
In addition to raising
much needed funds it
will also raise
awareness amongst
the children of the
benefits of recycling
and reusing. Just
drop your bags of
clothes off on 17 May
to South Stoke
Recreation Ground and don’t forget to ask
grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort
out as well!

The April draw took place via Zoom on Monday 19
April and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£118)
(£89)
(£59)
(£29)

Craig Vink
Elisa Beamson
Jamie Turner
Janet Jones

The next draw will take place (via Zoom) on Monday
17 May. Winners will be announced in the next issue
of the newsletter.
Those of you who support us via the Give As You
Live (GAYL) link will probably have noticed that
earlier this year Amazon was removed from the list
of available outlets. The Amenities Charity is pleased
to say that it has now signed up with Amazon Smile.
This works in the same way as GAYL and you can
access it via smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1070423-0 If
Amazon is your go-to online shopping site please
consider doing so via the Amazon Smile portal and
generating donations at no cost to you, the shopper.
Any support is much appreciated as the Amenities
Charity’s major income stream, income from hiring
the village hall, is only just beginning to flow
following the closure due to the pandemic.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
VILLAGE EMERGENCY PLAN

Photo: Maude Frederique-Lavoie

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Parish Council is currently refreshing the South
Stoke Emergency Plan. The purpose of the plan is to
provide guidance on what to do if an emergency
impacts our community. A key part of the plan is the
establishment of a Parish Emergency Response
Committee. This committee will be responsible for co
-ordinating our response to an emergency and
working with emergency services where appropriate.
If you are willing to be a member of the Parish
Emergency Response Committee or help maintain
the plan, please email the council clerk at
clerk@southstoke.org.uk or the editor at
editor@southstoke.org.uk
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS
this application for the following reasons’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS
to this application but wish the following comments
to be taken into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this
application for the following reasons’.
If you have views about any planning application, you
are encouraged to submit them to the South
Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make
representation to the Parish Council. If you would
like to read more about planning applications and the
role of the South Stoke Parish Council, read our
feature on page six.

PARISH COUNCIL’S LATEST
MEETING BRIEFING
The Parish Council met virtually on Monday 26 April
at 7.30pm. Agenda items included:
New Slipway committee
Councilors approved the formation of a Slipway
Committee and the adoption of the South Stoke
Slipway Policy. Cllr Andrew Scrivener was appointed
to the committee and members of the community
were invited to email
the clerk if they wish to
join. The policy can be
found under
“Governing
Documents” on the
parish council website.
A key component of the
policy is the exclusion
of the slipway for
commercial use.
Vice Chairman
The Slipway
Cllr Phil White was
appointed Vice
Chairman of the Parish Council. Cllr White was also
appointed to act as the parish council liaison on the
South Stoke Community Shop Board.

Reviewed by South Stoke Parish
Council
·

P20/S4706/FUL: Land to the west of
Wallingford Road Adjacent to Sewage Works
between Goring and South Stoke RG8 0JA.
SSPC – OBJECTS (WITH REASONS)

Decisions by South Oxfordshire
District Council
·

P21/S0290/FUL, Fifield House, Ferry Road,
RG8 0JL – GRANTED

·

P21/S0798/FUL, Cavendish Cottage Ferry
Road South Stoke RG8 0JP — GRANTED

For more information on the above planning
applications, please go to ‘Find and comment on a
planning application’ in the Planning and
Development section of the SODC website at
southoxon.gov.uk

Mowing in the parish
The parish council received a request to reduce
mowing within the parish to improve conditions for
wildflowers and pollinating insects. The parish
council is supportive of the objective but would like to
look for a place to showcase the idea for further
consideration and parish consultation.
Flooding Survey
CPRE Oxfordshire is aware that many Oxfordshire
parishes are struggling with issues including flooding
and water pollution. The parish council has been
asked to return a survey by 31 May 2021 and plans to
respond. Cllr Phil Wortley will support this activity.
Speed Sign
The parish council approved a proposal to install a
speed sign at the junction of Cross Keys Road and
Wallingford Road. Other potential locations for the
speed sign would be considered at a later date.
Rights of Way
The Parish Council has received advice from a
barrister on the status of the path which runs from
Ferry Road along a strip of land owned by certain
private residential properties to the Recreation
Ground. The advice supports the parish council’s
view that the path is a public right of way. The parish
council is now following up on the options outlined in
the advice.
For complete minutes on all matters discussed at the
parish council meeting go to southstoke.org.uk
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A PIT STOP AT ‘THE PERCH’
FINALLY BACK ON THE MENU
The village pub’s Linda and Jamie with a message on
reopening their doors post-Covid

Thank you to those of you who joined us on our first
weekend of opening. We were so excited about
opening our doors or outdoors again and we were not
disappointed with the support we received.

CONNECTING YOU NOW...
OXFORDSHIRE’S BETTER
BROADBAND PROJECT SPEEDS
PAST ROLL OUT TARGETS
Oxfordshire’s Digital Infrastructure team has
confirmed that its ‘Better Broadband for Oxfordshire’
programme has completed a rollout of superfast
broadband across the county.
Better Broadband for Oxfordshire was initiated in
2013 as a partnership between Oxfordshire County
Council, BT and BDUK (Department for Digital,
Culture, Media and Sport) with the objective of
providing superfast broadband to 64,500 premises in
the county by 2015 (reaching 90 per cent coverage).
Phase two then evolved and by the end of 2017,
coverage had extended to 95 per cent with a further
11,100 premises enabled due to co-funding received
from OxLEP, SEMLEP, Oxford City Council as well
as Cherwell, South and the Vale of White Horse
District Councils.
At the end of 2018, the final phase began with
coverage extended to a further 2,400 premises,
raising coverage to 98 per cent across the county.
This phase was funded entirely by contract savings
achieved to date and from £2.56 million of gainshare
funding received from BT due to the high take-up of
superfast broadband.

We will continue to be open Friday to Sunday 12
midday to 8pm serving food from 12 middat to 7pm.
Unfortunately as there are no covered or heated
areas, these days are weather permitting. If the
roadmap goes to plan we will resume our normal
opening hours from 17 May and are currently taking
indoor bookings for tables of up to six people or two
households. We look forward to seeing you.

For more information on this programme and to
view a full coverage map, visit
digitalinfrastructureoxfordshire.co.uk

Photo: Stefan Stefancik-Hian
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GOODS FOR GREEN-FINGERS
UP FOR GRABS AT SCHOOL’S
PLANT SALE
The South Stoke School Parent’s Association is
teaming up with the South Stoke Community
Shop to hold a plant sale at the recreation ground
on Sunday 23 May.
Come along between 10am and 2pm, as there
will be lots of lovely plants and other homemade
items for sale. Pupils at the school will be using
their creativity to make a range of mini planters,
some of which will use recycled items. So if
you’re looking for inspiration in your own
garden, this could help! There will be bacon
sandwiches for sale, too (while they last!).
If there are any green fingered families amongst
us and you have some spare plants (flowers, veg
or anything else) that you would like to donate to
the sale then please do let the school know. We
could arrange to collect them from you at the rec
after school on Friday 21 May. Or if that’s not
suitable then just get in touch with Naomi
Broadfoot at the school to arrange something.

PARISH CLERK JOB VACANCY
The South Stoke Parish Council is looking for
someone to take on the role of Clerk &
Responsible Financial Officer. The post is part
time (35 hours per month). Working mainly
from home, the hours of work are flexible except
for attendance at predominantly evening
meetings.
There are six elected Parish Councillors, who
work voluntarily and the clerk’s pay scale is
typically NJC Scale LC2 (18-23). Salary is
dependent upon qualifications and experience.
The successful candidate will be CiLCA-qualified
or willing to work towards the qualification.
The candidate must be IT literate, able to store
council equipment and files securely at their
home address, and be available to attend council
meetings in the evening, generally the third
Monday of each month at 7:30pm, plus other
committee meetings. Candidates must possess a
high standard of oral and written
communication skills, be proficient in Microsoft
Office software (particularly Word and Excel), be
capable of working independently and have the
ability to deal with a range of issues. Local
knowledge is an advantage as with South Stoke
being a small community the majority of work is
on local issues. Starting date is ASAP, but no
later than 21 June to allow for briefing,
handover and transport of materials from the
current clerk.
Duties will include managing the meetings of the
council including preparing the agenda; taking
the minutes; monitoring actions and decisions;
ensuring planning applications are considered,
and submitting responses to the district
council; managing the parish council’s finances;
preparation of accounts and reconciliation;
payroll and PAYE; payment of invoices; banking;
end of year accounts; submission of accounts for
external audit; VAT reclaim; preparing for
budget review and precept; dealing with a
variety of correspondence and public notices.
The application form and job specification are
available from clerk@southstoke.org.uk and on
the village website at southStoke.org.uk, under
vacancies.
Closing date for applications is 21 May 2021.
The council reserves the right to extend this
deadline if no suitable candidates come forward.

Photo: Markus Spiske
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GLIMPSE OF WAR IN NEW BOOK
A new book launches this month telling the stories
and experiences of families in wartime and all proceeds
go to Blind Veterans UK

As you enter St Andrew’s Church, on the left-handside there is a wall plaque dedicated to Lieutenant
David Dill Croix de Guerre. The veteran parachuted
into France in the Second World War as part of a
detachment trying to work with the local resistance
in attacking and hampering German forces in
Northern France. The story of what happened is told
in a new book, Glimpses of War (pictured right),
produced by the British Modern Military History
Society (BMMHS). The book, which contains
recollections of war from many different conflicts by
those caught up in them, was launched on the
anniversary of VE Day, 8 May.
“An overwhelming response saw in excess of 220
articles and over 400,000 words from across
the globe including the USA, Australia and
several European countries”

Proceeds from the book will go to the military charity
Blind Veterans UK (formerly St Dunstan’s). The
book will be published through Amazon. Inspired by
the first Covid lockdown, when their monthly live
talks ceased, the members and associates of
BMMHS, were asked to search their family archives
and papers for their own and their family members'
experiences of war time – military or civilian, any
war, any role. An overwhelming response saw in
excess of 220 articles and over 400,000 words from
across the globe including the USA, Australia and
several European countries. Articles ranged from the
Boer War through the two world wars to the more
recent Falklands War in 1982 and Afghanistan.
BMMHS has always donated to military charities
from its live and Zoom talks, and saw Glimpses of
War as an ideal way to keep raising funds. Blind
Veterans UK was selected because of its invaluable
work supporting military veterans across all the
services, many throughout their lifetime. Today it
supports visually impaired members aged between
26 and 106. Andy Cockeram, Chairman of BMMHS
said: “We are delighted to support Blind Veterans
UK, a well- respected and nationwide charity which
does amazing work for its members. It is hard for
any of us to imagine how difficult life must be
without sight, and with the support of BVUK, its
members are given every assistance to lead a full and
active life”. Major-General Nick Caplin, CEO Blind
Veterans UK said: “We are privileged to help rebuild
the lives of those who have served and lost their
sight, and very grateful indeed to the BMMHS for
their unfailing support for our mission”. Glimpses of
War volume 1 is published through Amazon and
available now. Volumes 2 and 3 are planned for
release in the next couple of years.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

HELP AT HAND FOR THOSE
LIVING WITH LONG COVID
Over a million people in the UK are suffering from
Long Covid, the accepted term for Coronavirus that
lasts more than four weeks. And, sad to say, more
than 70,000 people in this country have had Covid
symptoms - fatigue, breathlessness, numbness, pain
or partial hearing loss - for over a year.
If you are one of those affected, you should know that
PIP (Personal Independence Payments) may be
available.
PIP is financial support for those who have an illness,
disability or mental health condition, making it hard
for them to do everyday tasks or get around. Income,
savings and employment status don’t affect your PIP
eligibility, and PIP can supplement any other benefits
you might be receiving.

To apply, you need to be aged between 16 and your
state pension age, and you need to have had these
health problems for at least three months and expect
them to continue.
For help with applying for PIP, contact Citizens
Advice on 0808 278 7907 (for Oxfordshire South and
Vale). There is more information about PIP at
citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/sick-or-disabledpeople-and-carers/pip/
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DISTRICT COUNCIL SUPPORT
GRANTS AVAILABLE
The Covid 19 Support Grant offers support
to households that are particularly affected by the
Coronavirus pandemic. If a resident cannot afford food
for themselves or their families, or are struggling to
pay utility bills, this scheme can help. The council is
working with advice agencies across the districts, to
provide a holistic package of advice combined with
practical support in the form of supermarket vouchers,
top up fuel vouchers and direct payment of bills.
Anyone who is struggling is urged to contact Vale
Community Impact on 01235 765348 (Vale residents
only). Citizen’s Advice on 0808 278 7907 (South and
Vale residents). This grant scheme will be
available until 20 June 2021 or until all funds are
spent. The Transportation Grant Scheme is all about
supporting our communities to stay safe on the road to
Covid 19 recovery by offering financial assistance
towards Covid 19 safe transportation costs. Voluntary
and community organisations are encouraged to apply
if they offer transportation or arrange transportation
for vulnerable residents or have transportation costs
associated with the work to support residents (such as
food and medication delivery).

‘SHARE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE
YOUR LIFE’ WITH COUNCIL’S
SUPPORT SCHEME

Could you give someone the opportunity to live the
fullest life they can? Help them grow in confidence?
Encourage them to become more independent and do
things they never though they would be able to do?
The Shared Lives scheme matches people who need
Don’t forget!
The district council Covid response team is on hand to additional support to be independent, with carers
answer any Covid 19 support and recovery questions. and their families. The opportunity to share a family’s
life, as part of their household, gives them a valuable
They can also connect residents with local voluntary
groups and organisations who can help with shopping, alternative to staying in residential care or being
prescription collections and friendly phone calls if they looked after by a team of support workers. Becoming
are feeling isolated. Contact details are 01235 422600 a Shared Lives Carer for Oxfordshire County Council
will make a big difference to someone's life. If you
or communityconnectors@southandvale.gov.uk
love people, and are looking for something that is
rewarding, paid, and home-based - share your life,
change a life.
HEAPS OF COMPOST HELP RAISE
For more information on the grants go to
southoxon.gov.uk/grants or whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
grants

CASH FOR CANCER RESEARCH

Go to oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlivescarers to find
out more and apply.

A trailer full of compost was on offer to local residents
on Saturday 15 May, raising funds for Cancer
Research UK.
The compost comes from 12 weeks’ worth of
composted waste collected in the brown bins. The
expense of the compost and transporting it to the
village was sponsored by local farmers. If you missed
the chance to collect some, donations on the site
below are still very welcome.
You can pledge any amount by visiting
fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/dianas-givingpage-92
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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NEW WOODCOTE ROAD CLOSURE

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH,
SOUTH STOKE
St Andrew’s Church is open every day for
individual prayer and casual visitors. Please be
sure to use the hand sanitiser and avoid high touch
areas. We broadcast worship services on Zoom,
each Sunday at 10am from Goring or Streatley
churches. As we recover from the pandemic, St
Andrew's will be having approximately two
services per month. Do check local notices for
changes to this pattern.
Sunday 16 May

11.15am Holy
Communion at St
Andrew's

Sunday 23 May

10.00am Benefice Holy
Communion on Zoom

Sunday 30 May

Probably a 10.00am
Benefice Service on
Zoom

A request has been received from KCD/Thames
Water for a temporary road closure to apply to a
section of Woodcote Road whilst essential Thames
Water excavation work is carried out. This follows the
closure reported in the last issue of the newsletter,
which will affect Woodcote Road between 17 May to
21 May. The latest closure announced will operate
from 24 May 2021. The estimated duration of the
works programme is two weeks (full closure 24 hrs
each day). Access will be maintained for emergency
service vehicles and for those homes or offices within
the closure area, subject to the progress of the works.
Please note that access routes will depend on exactly
where the works vehicles are at any time and may
need to be negotiated with the team on site as
necessary. Further information regarding the works
may be obtained by contacting Andrew Collier of
KCD/TW on 07884474125.

Holy Communion is zoomed from Goring at 10.30
am on Wednesdays.
Pastoral care and advice is always available, by
telephone in the first instance. For prayer or other
help please telephone (01491) 875651. Leave a
voicemail if the phone is not answered.

NEWSLETTER JUNE/JULY 2021
The next South Stoke newsletter will be a double issue,
covering both June and July 2021. All contributions
welcome. Email editor@southstoke.org.uk or submit in
writing to the South Stoke Community Shop. Please
include a telephone number and an email address if
possible. Deadline for content is 21 May 2021
This newsletter is compiled by volunteers. Every
effort is made to ensure that any information provided is
correct. The South Stoke Newsletter, its editor, and South
Stoke Parish Council do not accept any responsibility for
the accuracy of content or the consequences of relying on
it. Views expressed in the publication are those of the
contributor and do not reflect the opinions of South Stoke
Parish Council or the editor.
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