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YEARS OF DEBATE OVER LOCAL PLAN 2035 ENDS WITH
‘YES’ VOTE FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Following a government direction to progress the
‘Local Plan 2035’, which includes development of
13,000+ homes in the area, councillors at South
Oxfordshire District Council have voted to adopt the
plan. Cllr Anne-Marie Simpson, cabinet member for
planning at South Oxfordshire District Council, said:
“We were faced with no real choice but to adopt the
plan – there was a very real possibility of the
government removing planning powers from South
Oxfordshire if the plan was not adopted – and so
councillors have done what they needed to do to keep
the final say on planning matters in our
district. Thankfully, we’ve been able to make
improvements to the plan we inherited – something
that we have consistently fought for alongside our
residents over many months and throughout the
inspection process. It is not the plan of our choosing
but having a plan in place that we have successfully
managed to improve will help to protect South
Oxfordshire from speculative, unplanned
developments.” During the examination stage of the
plan, the council helped identify changes, some of
which fed into the planning inspector’s final list of
main modifications. The changes include an
ambitious new carbon reduction policy which will be
the joint top policy on eco-building standards in
Oxfordshire. It will require buildings to be at least 40
per cent better than current building regulations,
stepping up to 50 per cent in 2026 and zero carbon
homes by 2030. The adopted plan identifies locations
for housing, retail and employment land as well as
infrastructure required to support this growth,
and policies in the plan will now be used as the...

starting point to help make decisions on planning
applications in the district. The council’s focus will
now be on ensuring that the development sites in
the plan come forward in the most appropriate way
possible. Cllr Simpson emphasised: “Moving forward we need to ensure the issues that are important to our residents and communities and are
set out in our Corporate Plan – like tackling the
climate emergency, looking after local biodiversity
and nature, and finding ways to provide genuinely
affordable housing – are taken into consideration
when planning applications are decided locally.”
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OXFORDSHIRE NOW IN TIER
TWO FOR CORONAVIRUS

HYUNDAI FOR SALE
Need a new motor? There’s a Hyundai i10 5 door,
13,300 miles colour blue 4 years old up for sale
locally (pictured below). MOT test PASS and routine
service, 3.12.20 Offers in the region of £5,000 Call
Nicky on 014 1 872230 if interested.

Oxfordshire is now in Tier Two of the Covid 19
restrictions across England. South Oxfordshire
District Council services continue as they have done
throughout lockdown. The Community Hub will carry
on its work offering support to vulnerable residents
and those in need. They are available from:
•
•

8.30amto 5pm Monday to Thursday
8.30am to 4.30pm on Fridays

They can be contacted via email at
communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk or via the
phone on 01235 422600 or using the form on its
websites southoxon.gov.uk/communityhub
This information was correct at the time of going to
press. However the tier level for Oxfordshire was
reviewed and possibly amended on Wednesday 16
December. In addition, please check with government
guidelines for the latest Christmas regulations.

DID YOU BUY A FACE MASK
FROM THE COMMUNITY SHOP?
If you’ve purchased a protective face mask from the
South Stoke Community Shop, you’ve not only
protected yourself and others from Covid 19, you’ve
also helped raise money for a good cause. Nicky
Kennedy from the shop said: “Thank you to everyone
who supported the sale of face coverings through the
shop. £960 was raised for the vaccine development in
Oxford and £240 for South Stoke Community Shop
for hosting these sales.”

SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB
The November draw took place via Zoom on Monday
9 November and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£109)
(£82)
(£55)
(£27)

Theresa Higgs
John Short
Jean Dixon
Jamie Purchas

The next draw will took place (via Zoom) on Monday
14 December and winners will be announced in the
next issue of the newsletter. Those of you who
support us via the Give As You Live (GAYL) link will
probably have noticed that earlier this year Amazon
was removed from the list of available outlets. The
Amenities Charity is pleased to say that it has now
signed up with Amazon Smile. This works in the
same way as GAYL and you can access it via the
following link: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
ch/1070423-0 If Amazon is your go-to online
shopping site please consider doing so via the
Amazon Smile portal and generating donations at no
cost to you, the shopper. Any support is much
appreciated as the Amenities Charity’s major income
stream, income from hiring the village hall, is only
just beginning to flow following the closure due to
the pandemic.
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LOCKDOWN LESSONS
Ivo Lasan, community governor at South Stoke
Primary School, explains how they kept calm and
carried on throughout 2020
As the staff and pupils of South Stoke Primary
School look forward to the end of term and the
Christmas holidays, it is worth looking back at the
difficulties that the school faced during an
extraordinary year. Since the first government
announcement of countrywide restrictions, head
teacher Amanda Rogers and her staff have worked
tirelessly to provide a safe and stable environment
for the pupils to continue to learn and grow. The
school has remained open throughout the
pandemic ensuring that the wellbeing of both staff
and pupils was the first priority. This was not
without its challenges and required some careful
juggling of resources and facilities to guarantee
continuity. South Stoke Primary School has
continued to excel during the pandemic, holding
true to the school ethos and its core values.
And it’s no surprise that the
children are all very excited to
be back learning in the classroom!
The school has always been very much
part of the community and despite current
restrictions the staff and pupils are determined to
be involved in as many local events as possible.
With this in mind, you may have spotted the
children wearing Santa hats on Wednesday 16
December when they were taking part in a
sponsored walk to raise important funds for the
school Parents Association (PA).

“South Stoke Primary School has
continued to excel during the pandemic
holding true to the school ethos and
its core values”
The impact of the pandemic meant having to cancel
the two main fundraisers (May Fayre and Bonfire
Night). The Parents Association does vital work for
the school and really helps support and enhance
the children’s learning. As I’m sure we all know,
children are extremely adaptable and embrace
change readily. This versatility is evident in the
excitement being shown by all to the innovative
approach that the school has introduced when
staging this year’s nativity play. Instead of the
traditional hosted event, the school will be filming
the play to ensure that it reaches the maximum
possible audience whilst adhering to current
guidelines on social distancing. Suffice to say that
South Stoke Primary School is an asset to the
community and something that the village can
rightly be proud of.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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PET PICS OF THE MONTH!
This month’s Pet Pics feature two festively-attired
pooches, submitted by Nicole McKay. Send your
own entries to editor@southstoke.org.uk

FINDING THINGS DIFFICULT FINANCIALLY?
Citizens Advice has a dedicated team to help you claim financial support
As the cold weather closes in with biting frosts and long, depressing hours of darkness, the
combined effects of the pandemic and financial problems threaten to drive us into a pit of total
despondency. But if lack of money is your problem, take heart because there could be a way to take control
of the situation: you might be entitled to receive benefits and Citizens Advice can help you all the way. If you
are unemployed, have a low income, an illness or disability, or are caring for somebody, you could get
Universal Credit. This also applies to the self-employed. The amount you might get depends on your
individual circumstances. Always do a benefits check before starting an application.
Don’t forget that if you need help with paying Council Tax you need to apply to the District Council. Even if
you are not a UK citizen you might be able to get some benefits, and if you already receive benefits, you
could get more because of Covid-19. All the information is on the Citizens Advice website
citizensadvice.org.uk. Also have a look at the government website www.gov.uk where benefits rules are
signposted on the home page. There are some reliable online benefit calculators like benefitscalculator.turn2us.org.uk

In order to apply for benefits you will need to assemble all the relevant information:
details of your bank or building society accounts; your income, e.g. payslips and savings;
and proof of identity. Citizens Advice has a dedicated ‘Help to claim’ team to get you
started on claiming benefits. Phone us on 0800 144 8444 (Mon-Fri 8am to 6pm) or use
webchat (same hours). Appointments in person are not available at present.
You can talk to an adviser on our Adviceline, 0300 330 9042. Visit www.caox.org.uk to
find your local Citizens Advice office.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS & THE ROLE OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
SODC may NOT take into account:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Frequent readers of the South Stoke Parish Newsletter will be familiar with the Planning Applications
section. This lists new applications, applications
awaiting a decision by South Oxfordshire District
Council and applications that have been decided. It
was thought to be helpful to reiterate exactly what the
process is in relation to the planning process and the
parish council’s role. In our parish, all planning applications go to South Oxfordshire District Council Planning Dept. By law SODC is bound to publicise it.
Members of the public have a few weeks to comment
on a planning application. The parish council is a
‘statutory consultee’ on all applications in the parish,
and typically has 21 days from the date we are notified to make an official comment. Often extensions to
the deadline are granted by SODC to the parish council to better coincide with scheduled meetings. New
applications are listed on the agenda for the next regular parish council meeting, unless this would be outside of the deadline, in which case an extra ordinary
meeting will be called. All of these meetings are open
to all members of the public to attend, and the statutory notices are on the
public noticeboard in the
village. There is also notification on the parish council
website (southstoke.org.uk). At the meeting, the parish council reviews the application in detail, debates
the content of the application and once a proposal for
comment has been made, vote on that comment. The
focus on comments are restricted to material planning
considerations—and these are established in planning
regulations. If they are not a material planning consideration, the comment is likely to be ignored:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

loss of privacy
loss of light
car parking
traffic generation
noise and disturbance
character of the area
Green Belt
Conservation Area
design, appearance and layout
national and local policies.
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loss of value to a property
loss of view
personal disagreements
boundary disputes
covenants
commercial competition
construction disturbance
Sunday trading
matters controlled under other legislation such as
the Building Regulations

Within the limits of the comment process, the responses that the parish council can give on each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to
this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application but wish the following comments to be taken into
account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons’. The parish council’s comments are
returned to SODC to be considered by the planning
officer. There are of course other statutory consultees
to be considered as well as comments submitted by
neighbours or other interested parties.
Importantly, SODC reviews the application in relation
to the National Planning Policy Framework, SODC
Design Guide, the Local Plan and other matters. In
the case of South Stoke, as the whole parish is within
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, there are further restrictions and requirements to consider. Finally
the SODC Planning approve or reject the application.
Most decisions are made by the planning officers,
though sometimes the final decision is referred to the
SODC Planning Committee. It is important to note
that the Parish Council is not in itself the body that
approves or rejects an application, but endeavours to
comment in such a way that provides local
knowledge, and represents the needs of the overall
parish.
The first port of call should always be SODC Planning
(southoxon.gov.uk/). If you have comments, questions, or require advice on a planning application.
The parish council, as ever, welcomes comments as
well so as to inform their decision making as a statutory consultee to the process. Please address comments to clerk@southstoke.org.uk
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

HAVE YOU SEEN LOLA THE LAB?

The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS
this application for the following reasons’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS
to this application but wish the following comments
to be taken into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this
application for the following reasons’.

Have you seen Lola the lab? The pet Labrador has
been missing for approximately two months. There
have been two sightings nearby—at Grundon Waste
Management site near Ewelme and another neat the
Donkey Sanctuary. A Facebook page has been set up
and has 1500 members. The search has also involved
drones, thermal imaging cameras and sniffer dogs. If
you have any information please contact Jacquie via
jacquie.hughes63@gmail.com

If you have views about any planning application, you
are encouraged to submit them to the South
Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make
representation to the Parish Council. If you would
like to read more about planning applications and the
role of the South Stoke Parish Council, read our
feature on page six.

Missing: Lola the Labrador

New applications
•

P20/S4465/FUL: Icknield Farm House,
Icknield Road, Ipsden, OX10 6AS.
Construction of a 60m by 20m all weather
riding arena with a Surrey Silica Equestrian
Sand surface for the training of the family
horses. PENDING REVIEW BY SSPC

•

PP20/S4566/HH, Ashmount House, Ferry
Road, South Stoke, RG8 0JL. Side Extension.
PENDING REVIEW BY SSPC

•

P20/S4608/HH, 6 Cross Keys Road, South
Stoke, RG8 0JU. Formation of habitable room
in roofspace with side dormer. PENDING
REVIEW BY SSPC

Decisions by SODC

FREE PARKING XMAS DATES
Each year, South Oxfordshire District Council
provides free parking days during December to help
encourage people to shop locally for their Christmas
presents and support our high streets. This year you
can park for free in SODC car parks on the following
days:
Abingdon – Saturdays (5, 12, 19 December)
Faringdon – Saturdays (5, 12, 19 December)
Wantage – Saturdays (5, 12, 19 December)
Didcot – Mondays (7, 14, 21 December)

P20/S3636/HH: Copperfields, Ferry Road, South
Stoke, RG8 0JL. Front and side extension
including alterations to roof to form chalet
bungalow. GRANTED
For further details go to: southoxon.gov.uk

Goring – Saturdays (5, 12, 19 December)
Henley – Tuesdays (8, 15, 22 December)
Thame – Saturdays (5, 12, 19 December)
Wallingford - Thursdays (10, 17, 24 December)
You will not have to display a ticket on the free days.
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BUSINESS IMPACTED BY
LOCKDOWN? SUPPORT
GRANTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
The global pandemic has hit many businesses hard,
whether they operate as a high street store, B2B
services provider or hospitality venue.
The good news is help is at hand and the government
has launched some grant schemes to help British
companies get back on their feet. If you own or run a
business you can now apply for lockdown support
grants. There’s new support grant funding worth up
to £3,000 a month per business. Those needing help
can apply for one of these two grants available.

Photo: Bruce Mars

Local Restrictions Support Grant (for
businesses required to close). This scheme is for
businesses which pay rates and have been forced to
close due to the national lockdown. This grant is also
available to businesses that have closed their main
operations, but who are currently offering take-away
or click and collect services. A maximum of £3,000 is
available depending upon the individual business’s
rateable value.
Additional Restrictions Grant
This scheme is for businesses that aren’t eligible for
the Local Restrictions Support Grant, including those
that haven’t been temporarily forced to close, but
have been severely impacted by the current
restrictions, and those that do not pay any business
rates. This is a discretionary fund with £2,000
available to support individual businesses.
For more information on the funds go to the
following sites:
svbs.co.uk
southoxon.gov.uk/businessrates
whitehorsedc.gov.uk/businessrates
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RESPECT FOR POPULAR
RIDGEWAY WALKING TRAIL
REQUESTED
Visitors to the Ridgeway National Trail are being
urged not to drive or park where they are not
allowed, following an increase in reports of damage
to the ancient trackway. An increase in visitor
numbers is expected over the Christmas holiday
period at the historic trail, as families head for the
popular walking route. It comes at a time when the
trail is already busier than ever and the surface is
vulnerable to damage because of the wet conditions.
Oxfordshire County Council’s Ridgeway Officer,
Sarah Wright, said: “We want to raise awareness of
how to care for the trail. With so many visitors, it’s
even more important that everyone uses the trail
safely and responsibly. Just one car driving over wet
ground can create a long stretch of wheel ruts that
costs tens of thousands of pounds to repair and it is
especially galling when the driver shouldn’t have
been driving along there in the first place. With the
route being so historic, visitors could unwittingly
damage irreplaceable archaeology when they park on
verges.” There has been a rise in reports of people
riding motorcycles and driving 4x4s along The
Ridgeway National Trail. Some relate to criminal
activities, while others concern visitors parking on
verges when parking areas are full. It is an offence to
drive on The Ridgeway where there are no public
rights to do so and the landowner’s permission has
not been given. Public rights to drive cars or
motorcycles apply only to routes signed as ‘Byways
Open to All Traffic’ and vehicles must be road legal.
Drivers should always check on-site signage before
proceeding. In Oxfordshire, there are no Byway
stretches along The Ridgeway, so the public should
not be driving on it at all. Wantage Neighbourhood
and Wildlife Officer PC Darren James, said: “As a
vehicle owner, it is your responsibility to check for
the relevant signage to be sure access is lawful. We
continue to patrol The Ridgeway and work with our
partners in local authorities to tackle those who
choose to disregard the laws that are in place to
protect our wildlife and open spaces. Your
information can help us to investigate crimes of this
nature. Therefore, if you suspect that a crime has
taken place, you can report it to police online or by
calling the non-emergency number, 101. If an
incident is in progress, or there is an immediate
threat to life, you should call 999.” The police carry
out patrols on The Ridgeway and have powers to
confiscate vehicles involved in illegal activities.
Where possible, the Ridgeway officers provide
information to the police to help them tackle
offenders.
The Ridgeway’s website gives details about what
activities are possible where, including an
interactive map. Visitwww.nationaltrail.co.uk/
ridgeway/information
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COMMUNITY BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE
Parish Council to decide if planning application is to be submitted

After some years of work, the Community Building
Committee has recommended to the parish council
that the planning application be submitted. This has
been after numerous meetings and work sessions and
two parish consultations. Both the community shop
and the amenities charity have also agreed that the
application should be submitted. This is an important
milestone because until planning permission has been
granted, it is not possible to secure grant and other
funding. The new Community Building, if planning
permission is granted and funding secured, will house
a new village hall as well as replace the temporary
shop building. The current village hall has been determined by two separate
reports to have a limited life, and that the
cost of repair would be
considerable. If funding was provided for
the repairs and upgrade of the building
to meet current standards (a range of costs
in excess of £400k
have been suggested),
there still remains the restricted access, lack of parking and limitations as to ability to expand the capacity. The new hall facility would have the ability to seat
about 100, and to provide a flexible space for events,
productions and use by current and new users. The
current community shop is in a temporary facility of a
refurbish shipping container. It has always been the
view that after the shop was developed and the concept...
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

was shown to be a benefit to the village that permanent premises would be sought. In the design the
shop would have a larger retail space, more storage,
and capacity for a small café. The most recent consultation on the community
building project was held
on 12 October 2019.
Though general comments
were broadly positive, a
number of suggestions and
concerns were raised.
These were each considered and a decision was
made by the community
building committee members at a public meeting. It
was decided to share the detail of information in the
newsletter prior to the Council making a decision:
Building
There was strong support for the location, the design
and the facilities provided. There was just one comment that the building looked large, and a couple of
comments that the entrance hall looks large.

Interesting comments:
• Use a dummy flat roof with a hip end to allow a
better angle for solar and a flatter area for a green
roof
• Consider unisex loos
• More natural light for main hall
• Can the shop have side windows like the hall?
• One person thought that it looked basic and dated
Continued on next page
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These points were discussed with the designated designer.
The slope for solar panels on the south side is okay as
planned (the slope design was to keep the roof height
lower based on previous consultation feedback). Unisex loos were considered but decided against (it was
thought that older residents might resist this and also
there were concerns about safeguarding). Natural
light in the hall is good with roof lights and the large
windows. It was agreed that the shop would have side
windows.
Meeting Room
There was strong support for a meeting room and
good support for keeping it where it was shown in the
presented designs. There were a couple of comments
to move it and the kitchen to the back of the hall.
There were three people questioning whether we
needed a meeting room and whether it would be used.
A couple of people asked how you got from the meeting room to the toilets if the hall was in use. This was
discussed with the designated designer and it was decided against moving the meeting room to the back of
the hall as access would be limited to through the hall
as going around the rear of the building would be inhospitable. It was decided that the meeting room was
worthwhile as it allowed meetings and gave the opportunities for people to rent the space for medical or
care consultations, playgroups, etc.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Canopy
There was certainly confusion over the differences
between a canopy, a veranda and even a terrace!
There was good support for the canopy as currently
shown and support for a courtyard with a hard surface and a canopy. There were strong comments from
a few people that they didn’t like the canopy. A few
people would prefer a wooden construction or wooden look. There were a couple of comments following
on from the meeting room comments above that the
canopy should extend to the meeting room entrance.
This was all discussed with the designer. It was agreed
to show the courtyard on plans with a hard surface
and that the canopy supports could be wood-clad if
desired. The Shop Board was concerned that the canopy is “plastic”, and the designer reassured that the
material is a world away from the conservatory roof
material and that it should be considered to look a lot
like toughened glass. It was agreed that the canopy
would extend around the corner to the north side over
the meeting room entrance to allow meeting room
users covered access to and from the main entrance.
Exterior
There were two conflicting messages here. Seven people said that they would like a wooden look. Note that
it is unclear whether they were saying that they like
the...
Continued on next page
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current wooden look or would prefer the wood to have
a natural wood look. Six people said they would prefer
an all brick building as it was an easier maintenance
option. Another four said they would prefer a longterm, easy maintenance option. A couple of people
agreed that it was a good blend of brick and wood. After discussion with the designer it was agreed to pursue the idea of timber that looks like vertical slats (in
reality it is sheet material that is cut to look like vertical slats). The designer is also investigating whether
the same material can be used horizontally. Maintenance of the wood is easy as it is high performance
paint that doesn’t flake. Every five years it needs a
light sanding and a repaint. The builder also offers a
guaranteed annual maintenance contract, if desired.
Ecological Features
The greatest support was for solar panels with strong
support for making the building as eco-friendly as
possible within the budget and that the building is for
the future so has to be eco-friendly. There was significant concern about the green roof becoming a maintenance problem although several liked the idea. After
discussion with the designer, it was felt that we have a
good eco-story: the wood is from sustainable sources,
high levels of insulation for sound and heat, solar panels, air-source heat pumps, etc. Solar panels are included. Though the green roof has been researched,
there was concern about increased weight requiring
larger support timbers and a stronger roof especially if
we see increased rainfall as experienced recently. Concern also about increased maintenance effort and the
knowledge needed. Concern that the extra cost would
not deliver significant benefit. Ground-source heat
pumps were considered. The building will only need
heating when the hall is in use. The most effective
heating plan is for steady low-level background heating that is then boosted when the hall is being used.
The shop will not need a great deal of heat as there are
refrigeration units that constantly generate heat.
Ground source heating doesn’t provide the quick heat
needed and air-source heating is adequate and significantly cheaper for the background heating. A bore
hole is not really needed for the building as water usage is low. It might be a benefit for the Recreation
Ground but that is a separate issue.

Shop
There was good support for the shop keeping trading
during the building work and an equal number supporting a move to the car park. Several people thought
moving the shop to the hall was a good idea though
one person was strongly against that option. As mentioned above there was a comment about having a
window on the side of the building to match the hall/
meeting room and this was echoed in another comment which suggested moving the shop door to the
side to make a more welcoming view when entering
the Recreation Ground. Discussed with Kingswell.
Shop will be moved to the west end of the car park for
the build phase so interruption to trading will be minimised. Agreed to have a window for the shop to match
the hall end.
General
A number of people expressed their thanks for all the
hard work and for the opportunity to give their views.
There were a number of interesting comments:
• Where do the bins go?
• Should the back be fenced off to stop groups using

it after dark?

• Don’t want increased hire charges
• Concern about the Glebe development and associ-

ated funds

After discussion with the designer, bins now in an
identified enclosure on the plan. There will be some
fencing to restrict unwanted movement around the
back of the building while allowing neighbours easy
access. Funding is (and always has been) a challenge.
Though there are some outline plans to establish
funding routes, no formal plans can progress until
planning permission has been secured. Though the
development on the Glebe Field has been identified as
a partial source, the aim is to secure funding so that if
those funds are not realised in a timely manner, that
other options would be chosen.

All draft submission documents are available on the
Parish Council website (southstoke.org.uk/minutesagendas/). It is intended that the decision will be
made by the parish council at its 18 January 2021
meeting. Please feel free to submit comments - posiSports
tive or negative or neutral. For details, see the parish
There were very few comments about sports and activ- council website (address above) or contact the Clerk
ities in the hall. It was decided against sports needing by email at clerk@southstoke.org.uk, by post (13
a high ceiling height (for sports such as badminton).
Wallingford Rd, South Stoke, RG8 0JD) or by teleThe building would provide good space for indoor
phone (07921 389281).
bowls, table-tennis, keep fit, Zumba, dance, pickleball,
and maybe 5-a-side football.
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Festive beer cases from South Stoke's very
own brewery
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SOUTH STOKE CAROL SERVICE
ON CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve Carols will be sung outside St
Andrew’s Church next Thursday 24 December, so
wrap up warm and head over to the church in time
for a 4pm start. There will be a nativity scene set up
from 18 December, which has been created with the
help of school children and volunteers. The village
residents are welcome to visit any time to take a look.
The South Stoke Community Shop is arranging sweet
treats and gifts for the Christmas Eve carol singing
and there may be mulled wine and mince pies on
offer (depending on local government Covid 19
restrictions). Stars will be set out on the ground to
help with your two-metre social distancing. It will be
a very musical evening, with Mike Condor and Harry
Hogg leading the signing. Plus, there will hopefully
be village musicians, including a brilliant violinist
and trumpet player, and carols on CD piped through
the speakers at various intervals. Visitors and carol
singers who would like to join in the festivities are
asked to bring a small candle safely carried in a jam
jar or similar to give a gorgeous glow and beautiful
atmosphere in the churchyard. There will also be a
collection for the School and Crisis. The church also
kindly asks that local residents consider contributing
to the food bank collection in the week leading up to
Christmas.

ADVENT UPDATE FROM
GORING LIBRARY
Advent Windows
You may already have seen some of the decorated
windows around the village, but if not, head to the
FOGL website and take a look at the advent calendar
there. Behind each door there is a wonderfully festive
window to view and the accompanying map shows
the locations of them all, making for a pleasant walk
around our two villages. Kate has been ably assisted
by Lisa Hewlett, one of the Story & Rhyme Time
volunteers, and I would like to thank them and
everyone who has kindly agreed to put time, effort
and imagination into making the village a jollier
place at the end of what has been a particularly
challenging year. With 24 windows to view, there are
just too many people to thank in person here!
Lucky Dip Book Bags
Kate and Jacky Underwood, FOGL committee
member, have also introduced a new initiative to
encourage families back into the Library. This was
proving very popular before lockdown and will
continue into 2021. Children receive a FOGL tote bag
full of specially selected books to borrow on a variety
of topics, including dinosaurs, wheels, animals, pets
or lucky dip surprise. They can then keep the tote bag
and use it again and again when they visit the
Library.
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VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CRACKER
Catherine Jarvis and Simon Booker invite you to
participate in the 2020 entertainment bonanza!
As most villagers know, every December South Stoke
holds an ever-popular Christmas Cracker event - a
wonderful evening of entertainment, hilarity, and
general bonhomie, sheltered from the winter weather
in our cosy village hall. With 2020 being what it is,
and half the village snuggled together supping beer
and wine whilst being entertained generally not a
wise or indeed legal idea at the moment, we have
been discussing alternative options.

Entertainers perform at the Christmas Cracker 2019

A virtual live event was considered, but even with
Simon's technical know-how this seemed to be too
much of a logistical challenge. So instead we are
inviting all villagers to consider posting a video of a
short entertainment item on the village Facebook
page anytime throughout December. It can be of any
type - singing, instrumental, dancing, acting, poetry,
prose, comedy sketch, magic, juggling, flame
throwing - whatever you have a flare for! It doesn't
have to have a Christmas theme, and all ages and
standards will be welcomed. If you are new to the
village you are especially encouraged to get involved
and share your talents with your new neighbours. It's
been a year where we have all appreciated our lovely
village community and our kind neighbours more
than ever, so let's all continue this spirit as we head
into an unusual Christmas!

COUPLE LOOKING FOR HOME
Jessica and Ben currently live in Wellow. The house
they are renting has been sold and they are looking
for somewhere new. Jessica said: “We have so loved
this area. We are looking for somewhere in the area
to rent in South Stoke. Preferably two bedrooms and
with a garden. We work full time but are looking for
somewhere with heart and a village where everyone
looks out for one another. We love South Stoke so
very much and wondered if you might know of
anyone who might like to rent out a property or
anyone leaving soon”. If you can help please contact
Jessica on 07850518858
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PERCH & PIKE CHRISTMAS HOURS

SCHOOL INITIATIVE COLLECTS
UNWANTED CLOTHES AND
MUCH NEEDED CASH
South Stoke Primary School
collected a whopping £559.20
from its recent clothes collection
fundraiser. The South Stoke
Parents Association would like to
say a big thank you to anyone who
donated bags of unwanted clothes
for the Bags2School initiative in
early December.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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WANT TO REACH MORE
CUSTOMERS?
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS TO
THE RESIDENTS OF
SOUTH STOKE
Everyone wants to shop local and support
small businesses these days.
So if you’ve got a store, service or product
you’d like to shout about in the area, this
is the newsletter for you.
We distribute to every South Stoke home
and offer flexible, affordable advertising
options. No fixed/long term contract.
For details simply email Jane Newton at
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, SOUTH STOKE
Services in Dec / Jan
Sun 20 December
Thurs 24 December
Fri 25 December

Sun 27 December

11.15 am Simple
Morning Service with
Carols.
Christmas Eve, 4 pm at
the Stable in St Andrew’s
Churchyard. See Pg 16
10am Christmas Day at
the Stable with Carols,
Short outside worship.
Holy Communion will
follow, in Church
10am United Benefice
Holy Communion at
Streatley, available on
Zoom if you can’t travel.
No service at St Andrew’s.

NEW YEAR 2021
Sunday 3 January
Sun 10 January
Sun 17 January

Sun 24 January
Sun 31 January

11.15 am Service of the
Word. Happy New Year!
11.15 am. Holy
Communion (Common
Worship).
11.15 am Good News
Service.
11.15 am Holy
Communion, (BCP)
11.15 am Simple
Morning Service at St
Andrew’s.

Please respect the use of face coverings and social
distancing. Hand sanitizers are available for use.
Unfortunately the church cannot offer refreshments
after the services at the moment. Evening Prayers are
held every Wednesday at 4.30pm at a home in the
village. For details please call Harry Hogg ( 01491)
872919. The Benefice Office or the Vicar can be
contacted, Monday to Thursday mornings, until noon,
on (01491) 875651.
For more info go to thomandmary.org.uk or email
vicar@thomandmary.org.uk

FEBRUARY 2021 ISSUE
The next South Stoke newsletter will be out in February
2021. All contributions welcome. Email
editor@southstoke.org.uk or submit in writing to the
South Stoke Community Shop. Please include a telephone
number and an email address if possible. Deadline for
content is Weds 20 January 2021
This newsletter is compiled by volunteers. Every effort is
made to ensure that any information provided is correct.
The South Stoke Newsletter, its editor, and South Stoke
Parish Council do not accept any responsibility for the
accuracy of content or the consequences of relying on it.
Views expressed in the publication are those of the
contributor and do not reflect the opinions of South Stoke
Parish Council or the editor.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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