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VILLAGERS FLOCK TO PAY RESPECTS AT REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Dozens of South Stoke villagers and residents from
the surrounding area attended the St Andrew’s
Church Remembrance Service on Sunday 8
November. Undeterred by Covid 19 restrictions,
visitors gathered outside with social distancing
measures in place. Rev Liz Dowding led the
proceedings, which included a fly-past of helicopters
from RAF Benson. Flight Lieutenant David Rawson
(right) laid a wreath as part of the ceremony.

Flight Lieutenant David G Rawson RAF | Photo: Phil Wortley
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HOME CARER? HEALTHWATCH
OXFORDSHIRE WANTS TO
HEAR FROM YOU
Healthwatch Oxfordshire wants to hear from anyone
who works to provide care and support to someone in
their own home in Oxfordshire. The county’s
independent health and social care watchdog is
asking people employed in home care support including those who work privately, on a selfemployed basis or for an agency – to share their
experiences of what this is like by completing an
anonymous survey at smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
Paidcarers/
The feedback received will help those who pay for and
plan care in the county understand what is working
well and what could be better. Executive director of
Healthwatch Oxfordshire Rosalind Pearce said:
“Carers do an extraordinary job, but we know this is
not always an easy one. If you work as a home carer
please do take a few minutes to fill in this survey and
tell us what this is like and what support might make
it easier. What you tell us will be treated in
confidence - we don’t need to know who you are, but
we do want to hear your views.”
If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or
to request a paper copy or translated version of the
survey, please call 01865 520520.
To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire go
to healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk

DO YOU HAVE UNWANTED
CLOTHES TO DONATE?
South Stoke School has organised a clothes and shoe
collection with Bag2School to raise funds. The
initiative also helps the environment by helping to
divert unwanted textiles away from landfill. By
getting involved in the Bag2School collection, you
have an opportunity to sort through your cupboards
and wardrobes and donate unwanted items in the bag
provided – this can include adults’ and children’s
clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts,
handbags and soft toys.
Go to uk.bag2school.com for full details. In addition
to raising much needed funds it will also raise
awareness among the children of the benefits of
recycling and reusing. Bag2School will be collecting
from South Stoke Recreation Ground on the morning
of 7 December, so please bring your bags before 9am.
To drop off in advance, please email Alison Hannigan
at alisonhannigan@btinternet.com
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SOUTH STOKE’S ‘PET PIC OF
THE MONTH’ COMING SOON
It’s safe to say we’re animal lovers here in South
Stoke. Dogs, cats, deer, pheasants (even llamas) roam
the streets and surrounding land. So we wanted to
give you a chance to show off your beloved pooch,
kitten or any other creature you keep. Email your
photos to editor@southstoke.org.uk with their name
and breed, and we’ll select a pet pic to publish in each
issue of the newsletter.
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SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB
The October (Zoom) draw took place on Monday 12
October and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£101)
(£76)
(£51)
(£25)

Brian Joslyn
Victor Meyer
Lin Woolridge
David Jennings

The November draw took place on Monday 9 Nov
and winners will be announced in the next issue.
Those of you who support us via the Give As You
Live (GAYL) link will probably have noticed that
earlier this year Amazon was removed from the list
of available outlets. The Amenities Charity is pleased
to say that it has now signed up with Amazon Smile.
This works in the same way as GAYL and you can
access it via the following link: https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1070423-0 If Amazon is
your go-to online shopping site please consider
doing so via the Amazon Smile portal and generating
donations at no cost to you, the shopper. Any
support is much appreciated as the Amenities
Charity’s major income stream, income from hiring
the village hall, is only just beginning to flow
following the closure due to the pandemic.
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give on each
planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the
following reasons’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this
application’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the
following comments to
be taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this
application for the
following reasons’. If
you have views about any planning application, you are
encouraged to submit them to the South Oxfordshire
District Council. You may also make representation to
the Parish Council.
New applications
•

P20/S3579/HH: Red Kite House, Ferry Road,
South Stoke RG8 0JL. Proposed demolition of
existing conservatory with replacement orangery.
SSPC – NO OBJECTIONS

•

P20/S3636/HH: Copperfields Ferry Road South
Stoke RG8 0JL. Front and side extension
including alterations to roof to form chalet
bungalow. SSPC – NO OBJECTIONS

•

P20/S3680/LDP: 6 Cross Keys Road South Stoke
RG8 0JU. Certificate of Lawful use for the
formation of habitable room in roof space with
side dormer. SSPC – OBJECTS DUE TO
AESTHETIC APPEARANCE IMPACT IN AN
ANOB

•

P20/S3699/HH: Frewins Close, The Street South
Stoke RG8 0JS. Proposed swimming pool in rear
garden and ancillary building. SSPC – NO
OBJECTIONS, BUT WITH COMMENTS

Decisions by SODC
•

P20/S2932/HH: 1 Wallingford Road, RG8 0JD.
Dropped kerb at front of property. Previously
approved in 2005 but work never carried out
(P05/W0888). GRANTED

•

P20/S3103/FUL: 2 Goode House, The Street,
South Stoke. Subdivision of residential unit into
two flats. GRANTED (PLEASE NOTE
CORRECTION: THE ADDRESS WAS
INCORRECTLY REPORTED IN THE LAST
NEWSLETTER AS CLEEVE HOUSE, CROSS
KEYS ROAD)

For further details go to: southoxon.gov.uk
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DISTRICT COUNCIL AIMING TO
MAKE RIVER SAFER
South Oxfordshire District Council is stepping up its
campaign to make the River Thames safe for wildlife
and river users by calling for an end to sewage
overflows, more public information on water quality
and more stringent water testing in the river.
The Thames and its tributaries in Oxfordshire are a
haven for wildlife and biodiversity. They are popular
with locals and visitors for paddling, swimming,
kayaking and paddle boarding. But growing concerns
about sewage pollution puts much of this at risk and
councillors have backed a motion brought forward by
Cllr Jo Robb to call for more stringent testing and to
reduce pollution. Cllr Robb, the district council’s
Thames Champion, said: “This motion strengthens
our campaign to improve water quality and make the
River Thames clean and safe for everyone. I hope it
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supports robust partnership work with Thames
Water, the Environment Agency and other Councils to
ensure the river is a place where wildlife can flourish
and is clean and safe for leisure users to enjoy.”
The motion, seconded by Cllr Andrea Powell, asks
council officers to work with appropriate partners
including the Environment Agency, Thames Water
and The Rivers Trust and others to eliminate sewage
pollution. It calls for the introduction of worldleading water quality legislation, an enhanced watertesting regime and up-to-date information on water
quality and sewage spills. Cllr Robb was appointed
Thames Champion in June. She is investigating ways
to obtain Bathing Water Quality status along stretches
of the Thames in South Oxfordshire. She is also
asking other councils and river users to work together
to campaign for an end to sewage pollution, for
accurate real-time information about sewage spills
and for public information on water quality.
Do you have ideas about improving sustainability
and biodiversity in and around the Thames, or how
the river could be made easier to access for the
public? Send your suggestions to Cllr Robb via
Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk
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DIVERSITY STRATEGY HIGH ON
THE AGENDA FOR COUNCIL
Councillors have approved the creation of a new
diversity and inclusion strategy for South
Oxfordshire District Council. The new strategy will
aim to ensure the council is doing everything it can
to be inclusive to all black, Asian and minority
ethnic (BAME) people and other diverse and hardto-reach communities in its staff recruitment,
representation and service provision.
Equality is already of paramount importance to the
council and this new strategy will complement an
existing, robust equalities policy that has been in
place for many years. This policy already ensures
that the council plans and provides services,
policies and employment opportunities in a fair,
inclusive and equal way to foster good relations and
meet everyone’s needs.
Cllr Andrea Powell, Cabinet Member for Corporate
Services at South Oxfordshire District Council,
said: “It’s important that the events of this year that
began with the death of George Floyd in America
and the Black Lives Matter movement don’t simply
raise awareness but bring about actual change –
while the council already has equalities policies in
place, it’s important we take this moment to look at
ourselves and make sure we’re doing everything we
can”. Cllr Alexandrine Kantor proposed the new
strategy as part of a motion at a full council
meeting on 8 October. Cllr Kantor said: “I brought
this motion forward as I believe it is necessary for
our national and civic leaders to start an open and
respectful conversation about who we are and what
we stand for as a community. I believe this motion
is a proactive step in the right direction for this
council.”

“we all have a responsibility as drivers to play our
part and through this new taskforce I hope we can
work closely with communities to start looking at
solutions to reducing speeding on our roads. This
may involve more enforcement from Thames Valley
Police or the county council changing the layout of
roads or reducing speed limits in areas, but the key
point of this group is to bring us together so we can
start to have these conversations and focus on the
changes needed so we can save lives”. The speeding
taskforce group is made up of Cllr Walker, Paul
Fermer (Oxfordshire County Council’s Assistant
Director of Community Operations), Matt Barber
(Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner for the
Thames Valley), Superintendent Colin Hudson (Head
of Roads Policing Unit for Thames Valley Police) and
Andy Ford (Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service’s
Road Safety Manager). Matt Barber, Deputy Police &
Crime Commissioner, said: “Speeding and road safety
is a legitimate concern for almost every community in
the Thames Valley. By taking a strategic approach,
which involves improving Community Speedwatch,
more targeted, intelligence-led police enforcement
and safer road management by councils, we can cut
speeding, reassure communities and, ultimately, save
lives.” Initial virtual meetings have been held to
identify how the different organisations can share
data about key accident and speeding hotspots. The
group wants to focus on more awareness campaigns,
alerting drivers to the effects and consequences of
speeding and giving the issue as much attention as
drink-driving or not wearing a seatbelt. It also aims to
support communities that want to help tackle
speeding by ensuring they have the support to set up
Community Speedwatch groups in their area to
monitor motorists who break the limits.

NEW TASKFORCE TO TACKLE
SPEEDING AND ROAD SAFETY
Residents will be given more say on how to stop
drivers speeding in their neighbourhoods, thanks to
a new organisation set up to tackle the problem in
Oxfordshire. The speeding taskforce group is a joint
initiative involving Oxfordshire County Council,
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service, Thames
Valley Police and the Thames Valley Police & Crime
Commissioner. Announced to coincide with Road
Safety Week, its aims include educating drivers
about the dangers of breaking the speed limit and
helping communities to tackle the issue. Councillor
Liam Walker, Oxfordshire County Council’s cabinet
member for Highways Delivery and Operations,
who sits on the taskforce, said: “Speeding is rightly
one of the top issues that residents in Oxfordshire
are concerned about and this is an opportunity for
us to all work closer to explore new ways to reduce
it...
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SEND YOUR OWN SEASON’S
GREETINGS TO SOUTH STOKE
Once again it’s time to start organising South
Stoke’s Community Christmas card. Each year a
card is created in conjunction with a local artist
containing seasonal messages from villagers. Each
household in the village receives a card.
If you would like to contribute, simply fill in the
form on the right and return it to the South Stoke
Community Shop or to Cavendish Cottage with a
suggested donation of £5 per message. This year
all funds raised will be donated to South Stoke
Primary School PA.
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DEALING WITH REDUNDANCY? TALK TO CITIZENS ADVICE
Article first appeared in our October issue but is repeated due to current economic circumstances
One of the most serious outcomes of the current pandemic is that thousands of people in the UK are losing their jobs.
If you are one of these people, and are made redundant or offered voluntary redundancy, it is important that you
thoroughly understand your rights and options. The first thing to do if you are at risk of redundancy is to look at your
contract of employment, which will spell out your basic rights. Make sure that your company abides by these
conditions. Also, consider other sources of help such as your union if you belong to one. Bear in mind that if you have
been in the job for less than two years you do not have as much job protection, but if for more than two years, your
employer has to follow certain procedures, e.g. find you another job in the company if possible. You can’t be made
redundant in an unfair way or for discriminatory reasons. The reason must be a genuine one, i.e. the job you do or the
skills you have are no longer needed, or the employer can’t afford you, or the business is failing. With technology
advancing, sometimes fewer people are needed to do a given job. You might be entitled to receive redundancy pay,
which increases with length of service and has two elements – statutory and contractual. Statutory pay (not paid to
those who have less than two years’ service) is the minimum that the law says you are entitled to, and is based on your
age, weekly pay and the number of years you have worked in the job. Contractual redundancy pay is the additional
amount to which your contract may entitle you. If you have been furloughed, the law says that your redundancy pay
must be worked out according to your usual wages, not the 80% furlough figure. Bear in mind that if your employer
offers you a suitable alternative job and you refuse to take it without good reasons, they can refuse to give you
redundancy pay. You can check that your redundancy pay is fair by using the calculator at https://www.gov.uk/
calculate-your-redundancy-pay. You are also entitled to a paid notice period or pay in lieu of
notice, and the employer should give you paid time off for attending job interviews. All the
implications of redundancy are helpfully described on the Citizens Advice website at
citizensadvice.org.uk/work/leaving-a-job The website also gives advice about claiming benefits or
dealing with your debts if you need this.

You can talk to an adviser on our Adviceline, 0300 330 9042. Visit www.caox.org.uk to
find your local Citizens Advice office.
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BOND AND MORE FEATURED IN OXFORD SPY EXHIBITION
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum reports on a new collection from the world of intelligence
Spy Oxfordshire, a major new exhibition, will get visitors thinking critically about the mysterious world of
secret intelligence, once described by CIA Director Allen Dulles as “probably the least understood and most
misrepresented of the professions”. The exhibition will shine a light on previously unknown but fascinating
local connections to the intelligence world.
Oxfordshire intelligence officers were at the heart of
the British war effort during the Second World War;
from the commandos who knew no fear and wreaked
havoc behind enemy lines, to the codebreakers,
analysts, and “connectors of the dots” who provided
Prime Minister Winston Churchill with
unprecedented insights into the Nazi war machine.
Everyone featured in the exhibition has been chosen
to illuminate a different part of what is called the

“Spy Oxfordshire will feature some
iconic film props and replicas on loan to
the museum, such as the Walther PPK
used by Sean Connery in Dr. No”
“Intelligence Cycle”, the process by which intelligence
is collected, analysed, produced, and used by the policymaker in the service of protecting national security.
In learning the stories of these remarkable men and women, visitors will see that the truth of intelligence is
often stranger than the fiction. While the exhibition will show that intelligence has a lot more layers to it than
what we see in spy fiction, there will be plenty to catch the eye of 007 fans eagerly awaiting the release of No
Time To Die. Spy Oxfordshire will feature some iconic film props and replicas on loan to the museum, such
as the Walther PPK used by Sean Connery in Dr. No and original concept drawings for the PPK/S handgun
with dermal sensors - used by Daniel Craig in Skyfall. Bond author Ian Fleming features heavily in the
exhibition alongside his famous literary creation. Objects include Fleming’s walking stick and an exact
replica of the golden typewriter he used at his Goldeneye home in Jamaica, where he wrote the 14 Bond
novels. On display will be items from the private collection of Mike Vanblaricum of the Ian Fleming
Foundation, which have rarely been seen outside the USA, including original storyboards from the film
Diamonds are Forever and Sean Connery’s shoes
from the film Never Say Never Again.
Artefacts from fictional espionage sit alongside their
real-world counterparts, as Spy Oxfordshire will also
unveil a collection of rare WW2-era gadgetry,
including everything from Special Operations
Executive (SOE) lapel and sleeve daggers to dummy
pieces of coal used to conceal explosives. SOE
parachutists’ equipment, tools and weaponry shared
with the French resistance, and uniforms and
equipment of women in the First Aid Nursing
Yeomanry (FANY) also feature among historic
collections helping to illustrate Oxfordshire’s lesserknown contribution to the war effort.
Visitors will be encouraged to think about how
everyone, even today, has a stake in the intelligence
business. It is part of our daily lives, from what we
read in the newspapers and the security measures we
undergo at the airport to the use that is made by
governments and private corporations alike of our
internet searches, social media and even shopping habits.
For more information go to sofo.org.uk or find the museum on Facebook at Facebook.com/
SoldiersofOxfordshire
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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OCTOBER HARVEST 2020
HELPS VILLAGERS

NOTE FROM JOHN HOWELL, MP

The Harvest Festival on 4 October produced a
bounteous display of vegetables, fruit, foods and
floral arrangements (shown below).

Once again South Stoke School brought their harvest
gifts to add to the display. The service on Sunday
morning, conducted by Rev Liz Dowding, welcomed
many members of the village shop team who have
helped so much with supplies and deliveries to so
many in the village who are unable to leave their
homes or get out particularly during the pandemic.
Harvest Festival is a time to celebrate and thank all
those involved in gathering and producing food, from
our farmers to all those who help with our food
distribution. As usual fruits of the harvest festival
were distributed around the village to share the
celebration with others.

In recent months I have found myself writing on issues
relating to the pandemic as we have been through the
different stages of trying to deal with it. I appreciate that
there are many different views on how the government
should tackle the crisis and as time goes on there is a
proliferation of alternative expert views. Whatever the
government does there will be some who are unhappy
but at least now MPs will have the opportunity to share
views on the floor of the House. Whilst we have been
living with the pandemic issues around health and wellbeing have come to the fore, among them mental health
and the problem of obesity. Although it is a very
personal matter, and I fully appreciate that there are
complex issues for many people, we cannot ignore the
health problems associated with excess weight and the
cost of obesity to the NHS. I am pleased that these
problems have been recognised in the NHS Long Term
Plan and also that there is a recognition that we need a
holistic approach to our health and well-being as part of
the wider package of good health. The term ‘social
prescribing’ might seem a bit of a cliché but it is
important in recognising that our mental and physical
health are determined by a range of factors and that non
-clinical approaches can be beneficial to us. It also
encourages each of us to take greater control of our own
health and well-being. In the context of this some have
suggested that the trade agreements currently being
negotiated could affect health outcomes. For example in
the Agriculture Bill, which is currently going through its
final stages in Parliament, concern has been raised over
food standards. I have looked closely at this and have
spoken directly with the Minister and do not believe that
this is a correct interpretation of the Bill. All food
coming into this country will be required to meet
existing import requirements. The EU Withdrawal Act
transfers all existing EU food safety provisions,
including existing import requirements, onto the UK
statute book. These import standards include a ban on
using artificial growth hormones in domestic and
imported products and set out that no products, other
than potable water, are approved to decontaminate
poultry carcasses. Any changes to existing food safety
legislation would require new legislation to be brought
before Parliament. Further, the Trade and Agriculture
Commission has now been set up. This is an
independent advisory board representing farmers,
retailers and consumers. It advises the Government on
trade policies to adopt to secure opportunities for UK
farmers and will ensure that the voices of the public and
industry are heard. Although some ways of working have
had to change, Parliament is in full swing. On many
issues I make comment on my website so please do have
a look. www.johnhowell.org.uk. If you have an issue that
you would like to raise with me, if possible, please email
me at john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot
email you can write to me at the House of Commons.

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of
Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
For more information visit John Howell’s website at
johnhowellmp.com. You can also follow him on twitter
@johnhowellmp or on Facebook www.facebook.com/
john.howellmp.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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SETTING NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET

SOUTH STOKE BOOK OUT NOW!

At the next regular meeting on 1 December, the
South Stoke Parish Council will discuss and vote on
the next year’s budget, and this includes the precept.
The precept is a tax paid as part of your Council Tax,
specifically collected from those who live in the
parish. It is set each year by the parish council as part
of the budgeting process. This year, there is a
proposed increase to the precept of a small amount
(increasing the council tax for each parish resident).
The increase works out to be about £0.35/month (for
a Band D property) or about £4/year. This increase is
being put forward to maintain current projects, to
plan for work to be done on the Slipway and to review
and further address the issue of speeding in the
village (namely with speed signs on the Wallingford
Road by replacement of the portable sign that was
vandalised). There is also a reserve to cover potential
court costs for the legal claim regarding the Right of
Way currently being blocked by a resident. The
parish council encourages you to attend the meeting,
listen in and have your say. Meeting details are: 1
December at 7.30pm. Dial-in access to the virtual
meeting is available at southstoke.org.uk or can be
obtained from our clerk via clerk@southstoke.org.uk
or 07921 389 281.

A new book recording aspects of South Stoke’s past
has been released (pictured below), just in time for
Christmas. The book, written by Linda Gatto, Janet
Jones and Michael Saunders, covers subjects such as
the chapel, education, the railway, the roads and river
and, not to be forgotten, the Great Fire of South Stoke
in 1905. There are photographs and maps old and
new abound throughout. To purchase your copy of
’South Stoke’s Past: A Miscellany’ simply visit
amazon.co.uk where the book is just £10 plus
postage. If you don’t have access to a computer and
would like a copy please contact Linda Gatto on
874308 or Janet Jones on 873488. Copies are also
available to look at in the South Stoke Community
Shop and Goring Library. Members of the Historical
Society can purchase the book directly from the
secretary at a discounted price.
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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WANT TO REACH MORE
CUSTOMERS?
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS TO
THE RESIDENTS OF
SOUTH STOKE
Everyone wants to shop local and support
small businesses these days.
So if you’ve got a store, service or product
you’d like to shout about in the area, this
is the newsletter for you.
We distribute to every South Stoke home
and offer flexible, affordable advertising
options. No fixed/long term contract.
For details simply email Jane Newton at
adverts@southstoke.org.uk
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, SOUTH STOKE
Services in Nov / Dec 2020
Sun 29 November

11.15am Advent Sunday,
with Advent Carols

Sun 6 December

11.15 am Family Service

Sun 13 December

11.15 am Holy
Communion, (BCP)

Please respect the use of face coverings and social
distancing. Hand sanitizers are available for use.
Unfortunately the church cannot offer
refreshments after the services at the moment.
Evening Prayers are held every Wednesday at 4.30
pm at a home in the village. For details please call
Harry Hogg ( 01491) 872919. The Benefice Office
or the Vicar can be contacted, Monday to Thursday
mornings, until noon, on (01491) 875651.
For more info go to thomandmary.org.uk or
email vicar@thomandmary.org.uk

DECEMBER/JANUARY ISSUE
The next South Stoke newsletter will be a bumper twomonth issue covering December and January 2021. All
contributions welcome. Email editor@southstoke.org.uk
or submit in writing to the South Stoke Community Shop.
Please include a telephone number and an email address
if possible. Deadline for the Dec/Jan issue content
is Monday 7 December 2020.
This newsletter is compiled by volunteers. Every effort is
made to ensure that any information provided is correct.
The South Stoke Newsletter, its editor, and South Stoke
Parish Council do not accept any responsibility for the
accuracy of content or the consequences of relying on it.
Views expressed in the publication are those of the
contributor and do not reflect the opinions of South Stoke
Parish Council or the editor.
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