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CHURCHYARD CEREMONY A CHANCE TO REMEMBER WAR HEROES
Why not put on your Sunday best and head to St
Andrew’s Church in South Stoke in early November
to pay respects to our war heroes? The church is
hosting a short Remembrance Sunday ceremony in
front of the war memorial on Sunday 8 November.
The event will begin at 10.45am outside in the
churchyard, with the names of some World War One
and World War Two fallen heroes called out. A two
minute silence will follow the reading of names at
11am. Everyone is welcome to attend the ceremony
and service, which provides a chance to remember
and pay your respects to the brave men and women
who ‘gave their today for our tomorrow’. Serving or
retired soldiers, sailors and airmen and women are
invited to wear uniforms and medals. After the
churchyard ceremony, visitors can depart or join the
Sunday service inside St Andrews Church with
reverend Liz Dowding. Those who attend will also
have a chance to admire the newly refurbished
church clock (see page five for details). Keep an eye
out for a feature on two South Stoke war heroes,
Private Benjamin Norman Palmer and Private
Barbara Eileen Morris in the November issue of the
newsletter.
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ROLL ON NOV 2021 FOR NEXT
FIREWORKS FUNDRAISER
It will be no surprise to most villagers that this year’s
Fireworks/Bonfire Night at the South Stoke
Recreation Ground has been cancelled, due to Covid
19 restrictions. However, the primary school Parents
Association, which organises the popular event, is
hoping to rebuild the bonfire, re-book the burger
vans and set off the catherine wheels again in time for
5 November 2021.

PLAY PARK REMAINS CLOSED
The playground at South Stoke Recreation Ground is
closed until further notice due to the Covid 19
pandemic. The equipment is not being cleaned.

Sadly for the school, the annual Firework and Bonfire
Night is a big fundraiser, along with the May Fayre
which was also cancelled mid-lockdown. Together the
two events raise around £10,000 for the school,
which means there is a significant shortfall in
sponsorship this year.
Money raised by the Parents Association goes
towards fantastic sports coaches, who teach PE to all
pupils and also run after school sports clubs. Cash
also goes towards school trips throughout the year,
on-site workshops, swimming lessons and other
extracurricular activities and equipment.
In light of the two major events being cancelled this
year, a GoFundMe page has been set up to help the
school. Money raised will assist the school’s
committee to continue enriching its children’s
experience and wellbeing. If you can support the
school with a donation please go to the following
website: gofundme.com/f/south-stoke-primaryschool-fundraiser

SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB
The most recent draw took place via Zoom on
Monday 14 September. The lucky winners this
month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£101)
(£76)
(£50)
(£25)

Lynn Jenkins
Frances Keane
Catherine Rohll
Eve Thynne

The next draw took place (probably on Zoom) on
Monday 12 October. Winners to be announced soon.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we
support and your good deed can reward you too.
Anyone over the age of 16 can join and you are able
to buy multiple numbers if you wish. To find out
more about the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact
Mark Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
200Club@SouthStoke.org.uk
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every
time you shop online. We continue to steadily raise
money each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything
at all. Register at Give As You Live, and the
donations are given by the participating retailers.
ww.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give on each
planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the
following reasons’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this
application’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the
following comments to
be taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this
application for the
following reasons’. If
you have views about any planning application, you are
encouraged to submit them to the South Oxfordshire
District Council. You may also make representation to
the Parish Council.

PARISH THANKS RESIDENT AS
BUS SHELTER IS REBUILT
The bus shelter on Wallingford Road (opposite the
Glebe field) has been rebuilt. The original shelter was
knocked down earlier in the year following a road
traffic incident. The cost of the new shelter (pictured
below) was covered by insurance and replaced by the
same people who made the original.
The Parish Council would like to thank Mick Walsh of
MW Brokers Ltd, a resident of South Stoke. Mick
managed the whole process from start to finish. The
Parish Council is grateful for the time, effort and
expert advice he put in to managing the insurance
claim.

New applications (Discussed at Parish Council
Meeting of 22 September 2020).
•

P20/S3103/FUL: Cleeve House Cross Keys Road
South Stoke. Subdivision of residential unit into
two flats. PARISH COUNCIL HAS NO
OBJECTIONS SUBJECT TO PARKING AND BIN
STORAGE BEING APPROPRIATELY
ADDRESSED.

Pending Decision by SODC
•

P20/S2932/HH: 1 Wallingford Road, RG8 0JD.
Dropped kerb at front of property. Previously
approved in 2005 but work never carried out
(P05/W0888). PARISH COUNCIL HAS NO
OBJECTIONS

Decisions by SODC
•

P20/S2018/HH & P20/S2019/LB: Plough
Cottage South Stoke RG8 0JS. Two storey rear
extension and internal alterations. Change of use/
en-suite ground floor. GRANTED

•

P20/S2032/FUL & P20/S2034/LB: Manor
House, The Street South Stoke RG8 0JS.
Conversion of former stables into a one-bedroom
ancillary annex. GRANTED

•

P20/S2506/HH: Ashmount House Ferry Road
South Stoke RG8 0JL. Single storey rear
extension, front infill and side infill extensions,
alterations to existing fenestration and white
rendered finish to all external walls. Construction
of 3 bay garage with pitched roof. GRANTED

•

P20/S2897/DIS: Land adjacent to Woodcote
Road Woodcote Road South Stoke RG8 0JJ.
Discharge of condition 3 - Schedule of Materials
on application ref. P19/S2865/RM. Application
for approval of reserved matters relating to
appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
following application P17/S3206/O.
DISCHARGED

New bus shelter. Thanks Mick!

FLU JABS AHEAD OF WINTER
Following a full article in last month’s issue, here’s a
quick reminder you can book an annual flu jab /
immunisation at Goring & Woodcote Medical
Practice. Call the Goring Surgery (01491 872372) or
the Woodcote Surgery (01491 680686).
For more information or to ask any questions,
contact Julia Beasley, practice manager on 01491
870230 or email juliabeasley@nhs.net

For further details go to: www.southoxon.gov.uk
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BIN IT, DON’T BLOCK IT

AUTUMN NATURE ARRIVES
Jenny Hedge, trustee at Withymead, on why a
visit is a must this season
The summer season is now well and truly over and
the Reserve is taking on an autumnal feel. Things
have been very different this year and whilst we
have not been able to
hold our usual open
days throughout the
summer, we have
welcomed visitors
using a booking system
available on our
website.
Visitors have been able to book the Reserve for
exclusive use and to have the Reserve to
themselves. There have been many sightings of
kingfishers this year and wonderful photos have
been taken.
We have taken the opportunity presented by
lockdown to work with two highly talented
professionals to produce a leaflet and exploration
map for Withymead. Ivor Coleman lives in Goring
and is a communications consultant who writes and
presents information for countryside and heritage
projects. He has worked a number of times with
David Goodman who is a design and graphic artist
based in Wales. Between them they have produced
the most wonderful leaflet and map for visitors to
Withymead which you can view and download from
our website withymead.org (see a small sample
below).

A message from Steve and Kate Barratt
Could we please request your help with a situation
that is having a severe impact on our family life? In
the last 15 months, we in the Pound House have had
our gardens and patios flooded on three occasions
with raw sewage. This is due to the main sewer that
runs the length of the Street blocking at the manhole
directly outside the Perch & Pike. As we occupy the
lowest/ nearest outlet, after the blockage build up the
raw sewage backs up and then floods into our
drains spilling out of our manhole cover and floods
into the garden and patio. Had we not have caught
these incidents early on each occasion it would have
egressed into the house.
We have had considerable dialog with Thames Water
who insist that it is our neighbours who are causing
these blockages, by disposing items into your toilets
and drains that we should not be doing! These items
cause what is called fatberg. Thames Water, at our
request have sent all South Stoke residents a letter
with all the relevant information on how to protect
your pipes and the planet and identifies what causes a
fatberg.
Please help us in this matter and make sure that all
members of you own household are aware of the
consequences of not following Thames Waters guide
lines. Thank you for your understanding and
supporting us with this situation.

The Reserve will remain open for bookings
throughout the autumn and winter months. We
hope that we can welcome you to Withymead in the
near future – just use the online booking system or
give our Wardens, Pete Morton and Jade van der
Merwe, a call.
For more information email info@withymead.org
or call 01491 872265.
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FACELIFT FOR CHURCH CLOCK
Tom Allum from Allum Signs explains the process
behind the St Andrew’s Church clock refresh
The way that you start a job like a clock face is by
taking an accurate drawing to get the numbers and
minute segments in their exact places. But on top of
this you must use marker and guild lines to make sure
it all goes back in the correct place. Afterwards we
sanded down the clock
“We painted the clock
face to loosen any
flacking paint or bad
with seven coats of
areas with a second
sanding down to leave a paint sanding between
smooth surface for
painting. We then
painted the clock with seven coats of paint, sanding
between each coat when dry. These included two
metal primers, one primer sealer, two undercoats and
two glosses (see images on the right). After all coats of
paint had dried it was left for three to four days, so we
could apply the drawing taken initially. After three to
four hours the gilding of 24ct gold leaf could start. I
must point out because we are asked this many times
over the years on jobs like this, that no stencils are
ever used this is all traditional free hand sign writing
done by Allum Signs. It is rewarding to do jobs like
this because you know it will be looked at many times
through the years and local communities always
appreciate jobs around their village like this being
kept up and looking good.

DEALING WITH REDUNDANCY? TALK TO CITIZENS ADVICE
One of the most serious outcomes of the current pandemic problem is that thousands of people in the UK
are losing their jobs. If you are one of these people, and are made redundant or offered voluntary redundancy, it is important that you thoroughly understand your rights and options. The first thing to do if you are at
risk of redundancy is to look at your contract of employment, which will spell out your basic rights. Make
sure that your company abides by these conditions. Also, consider other sources of help such as your union
if you belong to one. Bear in mind that if you have been in the job for less than two years you do not have as
much job protection, but if for more than two years, your employer has to follow certain procedures, e.g.
find you another job in the company if possible. You can’t be made redundant in an unfair way or for discriminatory reasons. The reason must be a genuine one, i.e. the job you do or the skills you have are no
longer needed, or the employer can’t afford you, or the business is failing. With technology advancing,
sometimes fewer people are needed to do a given job. You might be entitled to receive redundancy pay,
which increases with length of service and has two elements – statutory and contractual. Statutory pay (not
paid to those who have less than two years’ service) is the minimum that the law says you are entitled to,
and is based on your age, weekly pay and the number of years you have worked in the job. Contractual redundancy pay is the additional amount to which your contract may entitle you. If you have been furloughed,
the law says that your redundancy pay must be worked out according to your usual wages, not the 80% furlough figure. Bear in mind that if your employer offers you a suitable alternative job and you refuse to take
it without good reasons, they can refuse to give you redundancy pay. You can check
that your redundancy pay is fair by using the calculator at https://www.gov.uk/
calculate-your-redundancy-pay. You are also entitled to a paid notice period or pay in
lieu of notice, and the employer should give you paid time off for attending job interviews. All the implications of redundancy are helpfully described on the Citizens Advice website at citizensadvice.org.uk/work/leaving-a-job The website also gives advice
about claiming benefits or dealing with your debts if you need this.
You can talk to an adviser on our Adviceline, 0300 330 9042. Visit www.caox.org.uk
find your local Citizens Advice office.
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YOUR VILLAGE SHOP: SO MUCH MORE THAN GROCERIES
Jules Costello explains why the South Stoke Shop matters more than ever to our community
To me, the words village shop always conjure up an image of a traditional building with a certain charm and
appeal, something which would not look out of place in an episode of Miss Marple. Ours is a little different,
but let’s not judge the book by its cover. What our little green tin lacks in kerb appeal it makes up for in
something which is immeasurable. We offer the village so much more than groceries. Whether you shop at
M&S, Waitrose, Tesco, Sainsburys or Lidl, my view is that you should absolutely continue to do so. Small
shops, whether community run or independent cannot compete with the retail giants on choice and range
and, often, on price. But we are not here to do that. We don’t want to be a mini-Tesco or a mini-Waitrose.
Community shops are designed to be used as ‘top up’ shops for the majority of us who are still able to drive
and visit towns easily. They are not designed to be a like for like retail outlet. But what about those people
that cannot drive or who perhaps are not comfortable with catching the bus? What if they can’t carry all the
shopping on their own or have no family locally to help them? What about those who are unwell or who
perhaps live alone? Or even the mum who is at home with poorly children off school and can’t leave the
house? Or what about a worldwide pandemic when the country is put in lockdown?
As villagers, we know the majority of our
customers on first name terms. We are often
aware of their shopping habits and preferences
and notice if they are not visiting and can
check up on them. We know if they were
feeling under the weather last time they visited
or if perhaps one of their family has been in
hospital. We know their children and
are interested in how they are doing. We even
know their dogs!

“Choose a few key items you
like from the shop in the

knowledge that you are
contributing to something much
bigger than the value of the
items in your basket”
We are interested to hear about their holidays
or their home renovations or new jobs. We
know if they live alone and may need extra help
with their shopping. We are able to offer
From left: Amanda Proctor and Vanessa Guiver
customers time to have a friendly chat, a cup of
tea and a chuckle. And let’s face it this year we
have all needed that more than ever! This is
where a Community Shop can shine. We are here to provide a friendly base within the village which offers
not just groceries but kindness, patience, understanding, support and friendly service, seven days a week.
Moreover, since opening the shop we have instigated more than 50 social events in South Stoke. From our
first Pizza on the Park, to the Six Nations Rugby screenings and Christmas Fairs, complete with Santa in his
grotto, these events have enabled the village to come together to socialise with neighbours, family and
friends. This year in particular has shown us the importance of social interaction for good mental health
and spirits and the shop has been championing this since 2013. This year, the Covid roller coaster has
meant that many small independent shops have proved a lifeline as the country was put into lockdown.
Thanks to a very dedicated team of volunteers, we have demonstrated that we can support the village with
grocery deliveries. We worked hard with our suppliers to ensure we could meet the demand in the village
especially when the larger supermarkets were unable to cope. But more importantly, the shop remained
open and we were here for people to pop in and talk about how they were feeling during lockdown; their
worries, concerns and frustrations! As I write this, Boris has just announced further restrictions and none
of us know what the remainder of 2020 or beyond has in store for us. But with your support, the shop will
be there once again to help wherever we can. Continued on page 7...
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...YOUR VILLAGE SHOP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX
It’s nearly eight years since I first saw the shop. It has
been a good lesson in terms of seeing beyond first
impressions! Being part of this tiny tin shop has
certainly enhanced my life. I have made so many
friends and South Stoke now feels like my second
home. The friendships, fun, laughter and
camaraderie we share in the shop is really rewarding.
What South Stoke has to offer is the envy of many a
village around the country where a sense of
community is lost and what was once a lively village
has ended up being little more than a commuter or
retirement dorm with no heart. So, if you are one of
the villagers who don’t particularly need the shop at
the moment, perhaps you would consider visiting us
for a few items each week. Like many of us already
do, choose a few key items that you like from the
shop in the knowledge that you are contributing to
something so much bigger than the items in your
basket. We now have an Instagram page as well as
our Facebook page now so please do spread the word
about what we have to offer here. Every sale helps us
to maintain this vital village hub which alongside the
village school, the church and the pub, will enable
South Stoke to be a vibrant, supportive, happy and
inclusive village for many years to come.

NOTE FROM JOHN HOWELL, MP
As I write in the middle of September we are facing
tighter measures to try to halt the recent rise in Covid
19 cases. This is disappointing but not entirely
unanticipated. There are, of course, many views on
how the government should respond to these issues
and there will be some who are not happy with new
measures either because they think they are not
strong enough or because they find them too
restrictive. Several very specific scenarios have been
raised with me for guidance on what to do but it is
impossible for the government to set out the
requirements in every individual situation. The key
has to be in the distancing and hygiene measures that
have been set out. Reports of scams in relation to
Covid 19 Track and Trace are worrying particularly
where people are trying to get money for supposed
tests. Scams also risk undermining the genuine
process which is important to help control the spread
of the virus. There is no charge for government Covid
19 tests and NHS track and Trace will not ask for any
sort of payment details, pin numbers or to download
anything from the internet. Now to a completely
different issue that I know is dear to the hearts of
many in the constituency – planning. The
Government has published proposals on reforms to
the planning system and the consultation is open
until the end of October. I am pleased to see this as I
think that radical reform of the planning system is
necessary. The proposals, if accepted, will improve
the way that councillors and local communities carry
out an important local planning function – the
production of a local plan. I mention local
communities here because Neighbourhood Plans
remain crucial for the future of the planning system
and I am pleased that the Secretary of State has
confirmed ongoing support for Neighbourhood
Planning. I know it will be welcomed by the many
communities that have put a huge amount of effort
into setting out their own vision for their future
through a Neighbourhood Plan. Another important
issue on the agenda at present is what has become
known as the green recovery – that as we emerge out
of Covid 19 restrictions and get the economy going
again we learn from the environmental benefits of
lockdown. This is something that has to be reflected
across government departments and I continue to
work with colleagues to be mindful of this as any new
proposals come forward. Now that Parliament has
returned there is a busy programme.
For more information visit John Howell’s website at
johnhowellmp.com. You can also follow him on twitter
@johnhowellmp or on Facebook www.facebook.com/
john.howellmp.

Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613088
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Doreen Stevens and dog Charlie receive their shop delivery
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HOUSING PROJECT GROUP
CO-CHAIRS RESIGN

CHANGE TO PHARMACY FEES
AND DELIVERIES

Roy McMillan and Ian Haslam have resigned from
their positions on the Housing Development Project
Working Group. Roy, chairman, said: “I have
resigned from the Housing Development Project
Working Group with immediate effect, as has Ian
Haslam. This is due to the lack of support from the
parish council for the group and its objectives over
the last year and our impression that the parish
council appears to be considering a different
direction for housing development in South Stoke to
that arrived at through five years of extensive
consultation with South Stoke parishioners. Please
contact the Parish Council directly if you wish to
continue with the Housing Development Working
Group under new leadership. Ian and I would like to
thank all members of the group for their valuable
time and input to our deliberations with the owners
of the Glebe field.” The members of the parish council
expressed thanks to Roy and Ian for all their hard
work over the past five years and said that they would
welcome any expressions of interest from local
residents to help work on this and other projects.

Do you have your medication delivered by Lloyds
pharmacy in Goring? You may have heard the
pharmacy is offering a delivery service free of charge
through its sister company called Echo, which is
online. However, if you receive your medication in a
tray, where the tablets are split up into the daily doses
(sometimes called a dosset box or nomad box), then
your deliveries cannot be done through Echo and will
no longer be free of charge.
There is an alternative local pharmacy that is willing
to deliver these trays of medication free of charge. For
further information please call the Goring and
Streatley Helpline and they can help you access the
free services available. Call 01491 525 639 leave your
name and number and someone will call you back.

Photo: Christina Victoria Craft
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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WANT TO REACH MORE
CUSTOMERS?
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS TO
THE RESIDENTS OF
SOUTH STOKE
Everyone wants to shop local and support
small businesses these days.
So if you’ve got a store, service or product
you’d like to shout about in the area, this
is the newsletter for you.
We distribute to every South Stoke home
and offer flexible, affordable advertising
options. No fixed/long term contract.
For details simply email Jane Newton at
adverts@southstoke.org.uk
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, SOUTH STOKE
Services in Oct / Nov 2020
11 October

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common prayer)

18 October

11.15am Morning prayers

25 October

10.30am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

1 November

11.15pm Family Service

8 November

10.45am Armistice Day Service.
Includes two minute
silence. Thanksgiving
on 65th anniversary of
end of WW2

Due to coronavirus restrictions, there will be no
Coffee Mornings nor refreshments after Sunday
services. Evening Prayers are held every
Wednesday at 4.30 pm at a home in the village.
Details will be given out on the preceding Sunday.
The Benefice Office or the Vicar can be contacted
Monday to Thursday mornings until noon on
(01491) 875651. The website is
thomandmary.org.uk and emails can be sent to
vicar@thomandmary.org.uk

We want your views!
The team that puts together this
newsletter wants to hear from you!
We’d love to know your thoughts on
the newsletter and the type of
content you’d like to see in future.
Also, the newsletter is put together
by volunteers. So we’re always happy
to receive help in the form of
contributions, news, events, photos
and local stories.
Do you:

THE NOVEMBER ISSUE

•

All contributions welcome. Email editor@southstoke.org.uk
or submit in writing to the South Stoke Community Shop.
Please include a telephone number and an email address if
possible. Deadline for the November issue is Monday
26 Oct 2020.
This newsletter is compiled by volunteers. Every effort is
made to ensure that any information provided is correct.
The South Stoke Newsletter and South Stoke Parish Council
do not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of content
or the consequences of relying on it. Views expressed are
those of the contributor and do not reflect the opinions of
South Stoke Parish Council or the editor.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

•
•

Enjoy writing about local
issues?
Love photography and have images
we can use?
Fancy yourself as an
investigative journalist?

Get in touch any time. You can email
editor@southstoke.org.uk or drop a
letter or note into the South Stoke
Community Shop if you prefer.
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