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PUB PROS TAKE THE REINS (AND BEER TAPS) AT ‘THE PERCH’
The bunting is up and the beer is chilled at the Perch
and Pike, where Linda Till and Jamie Purchas (right)
are behind the bar, having taken over the tenancy.
The pub reopened in August after the village said a
fond farewell to Simon Duﬀey after four years. With
new owners, a fresh menu and the ﬁres soon-to-be
roaring, regulars at the pub can expect the same
‘Perch’ they know and love with some welcome
additions thanks to Linda and Jamie’s experience in
the industry. “We don’t want to change much. We’ve
introduced a seasonal menu that we can adapt month
-to-month but are still keeping many of the pub
favourites. Our wine list is the same for now but
we’re planning a tasting evening, where anyone is
welcome to come along, try some new options, and
give feedback. We want to involve the village”, Linda
told us. Both from Goring, Linda and Jamie have
previous experience in hospitality. Before a career in
engineering, Jamie was a landlord at some of the
area’s most popular venues, including The Catherine
Wheel. After years as landlady at The Crown in
Nuﬃeld, Linda has spent the past decade as
manageress of Pierrponts café in Goring. When ‘the
Perch’ became available, they felt it was meant to be.
Jamie said: “We wanted a chance to spend more time
together, and we have loved and admired this place
for years. So we said we’ve got to go for it!” Linda
added: “People have been really welcoming and I
think they know we have a lot of experience, which
helps. We are aware how much people love it here
and how important this pub is to the local
community. We’re excited — I have visions of people
coming with friends and family for a lovely lunch and
some wine with the ﬁres going”.
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THANK YOU BRYAN!
Bryan Urbick is stepping down from his role as
Editor of the South Stoke Parish
Newsletter after six years. Bryan
continues as Chairman of the South
Stoke Parish Council and will
support the new editor, providing
updates from the area. South Stoke
resident James Hood is taking over
editing duties from here and will
continue to publish your favourite
content. He said: “It’s clear our
community loves this newsletter, which is a
testament to the time and eﬀort that’s been put in all
these years. On behalf of everyone, thank you for all
your hard work and dedication, Bryan! I have some
big shoes to ﬁll!”
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SOUTH STOKE 200 CLUB

ANDREW’S LOCKDOWN LAPS
Andrew Harden-Sweetnam planned to run the
Reading Half Marathon earlier this year. Like many
sporting events the race was cancelled, but it didn’t
stop him completing an epic run — in the village!
Following a Zoom call with friends Phil and Toby,
Andrew was inspired to run the half marathon solo
around South Stoke on Sunday 5 April. 12 laps later,
helped by the cheers of local residents, Andrew
completed the run and raised vital funds for his
chosen charity, Launchpad.

The most recent draw took place via Zoom on
Monday 10 August. The lucky winners this month
were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£101)
(£76)
(£50)
(£25)

Julie McKay
Adam Stegeman
Alan Butterworth
Janet Poland

The next draw will take place (probably on Zoom) on
Monday 10 September.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a diﬀerence to the community amenities we
support and your good deed can reward you too.
Anyone over the age of 16 can join and you are able
to buy multiple numbers if you wish. To ﬁnd out
more about the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact
Mark Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
200Club@SouthStoke.org.uk
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every
time you shop online. We continue to steadily raise
money each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything
at all. Register at Give As You Live, and the
donations are given by the participating retailers.
ww.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

FLU JABS STARTING SOON

Andrew said: “Oﬀ I went accompanied on the ﬁrst lap
by my wife Catherine on her bike. I was then joined
by Toby. At half way Phil joined the fun and we had a
socially distant Forest Gump thing going on. Lap
after lap we went round the village. Hotter and it
hotter it got and slower and slower I ran. But we got
there in a little over two hours. What really made it
for me though, apart from my running mates, was the
number of people who came out to support me and
cheer me on from their gardens, making music,
playing music or just shouting encouragement and
clapping. South Stoke really knows how to do
support. In total I raised over £1500 and for that I
am immensely grateful, especially in a time of such
ﬁnancial hardship or uncertainty for many.”
Andrew raised £1500 for his charity. He plans to run
the actual Reading Half Marathon on 1 November.
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You can now book your annual ﬂu jab /
immunisation at Goring & Woodcote Medical
Practice. COVID safe clinics will be held on Saturday
3 and 17 October at Goring Surgery (01491 872372)
and Saturday 10 and 24 October at Woodcote
Surgery (01491 680686). Flu immunisations on 3
October and 10 October are for patients aged 65 and
over.
Phone to book as soon as you can to make sure you
can get your ﬂu immunisation for this season. This
will be safely administered by one of the doctors or
nurses, taking into account any allergy or other
important information in your medical record.
All clinics are being held between 9am and 3pm in
the surgery car-park, under the cover of waterproof
gazebos, to keep you and the medical team safe and
well during the current pandemic. These will be ‘walk
-through’ clinics so unfortunately there will be no
parking at the surgery on these dates. Come and meet
our clinical team and ensure you are protected
against seasonal ﬂu. For more information or to ask
any questions, contact Julia Beasley, Practice
Manager 01491 870230 juliabeasley@nhs.net
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The responses that the Parish Council can give on each
planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the
following reasons’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this
application’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the
following comments to
be taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this
application for the
following reasons’. If
you have views about any planning application, you are
encouraged to submit them to the South Oxfordshire
District Council. You may also make representation to
the Parish Council.

NEW MARINA PROPOSED FOR
WALLINGFORD
A planning application for a new 280-boat marina in
Wallingford is being considered by Oxfordshire
County Council.
The proposed site would be on the South Stoke /
Goring side of the Wallingford by-pass road bridge at
White Cross Farm, with access from the A329. The
plans have been submitted by London Rock Ltd and
the development would be preceded by a period of
gravel extraction lasting about four years.

•

P20/S2932/HH – 1 Wallingford Road South
Stoke RG8 0JL. Dropped curb at front of
property.

The planning application is to allow the development
of: an oﬄine River Thames marina basin with ﬁxed
and ﬂoating pontoon moorings, slipway, secure and
public car parking, refuelling and pump-out dock,
refuse and recycling area, marina oﬃce, café, toilet,
shower block, laundry facilities, boat hire building,
picnic and barbeque area, open water area, circular
footpath, boat workshop, new footbridge, new grazing
marsh, grassland, pond, reedbed and wet woodland
habitat.

•

P20/S2506/HH — Ashmount House Ferry Road
South Stoke RG8 0JL. Single storey rear
extension, front infill and side infill extensions.
Construction of 3 bay garage with pitched roof.

Construction would involve the extraction and
processing of sand and gravel, the importation of
inert ﬁll and the development of new site accesses,
landscaping and screening bunds.

New applications (For discussion at Parish Council
Meeting of 7 September 2020).

Pending Decision by SODC
•

P20/S2032/FUL & P20/S2034/LB — Manor
House The Street South Stoke RG8 0JS.
Conversion of former stables into a one bedroom
annex. Layout to accommodate a kitchen diner
and south facing window with entrance hall,
bathroom, sitting room and bedroom. PARISH
COUNCIL SUPPORTS.

•

P20/S2018/HH & P20/S2019/LB — Plough
Cottage South Stoke RG8 0JS. Two storey rear
extension and internal alterations to the cottage.
PARISH COUNCIL HAS NO OBJECTIONS.

•

P20/S2897/DIS — Land adjacent to Woodcote
Road Woodcote Road South Stoke RG8 0JJ.
Discharge of condition 3 - Schedule of Materials
on application ref. P19/S2865/RM. NO
RESPONSE REQUIRED.

Decisions by SODC
P20/S2063/HH & P20/S2065/LB — College
Farmhouse Ferry Road South Stoke RG8 0JP. Single
storey oak framed orangery, tree protection plan
statement and flood risk assessment. GRANTED.
P19/S4364/FUL — The Old Vicarage The Street South
Stoke RG8 0JS. Change the use of a cowshed & dairy, to
make half of the building to a dog daycare centre.
GRANTED.
For further details go to: www.southoxon.gov.uk.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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THE LATEST ON SOUTH STOKE
RIGHTS OF WAY

VILLAGE SHOP IS COPING WITH
COVID 1 9

The Parish Council has engaged a solicitor
regarding a resident who has blocked a public right
of way between Ferry Road and the Recreation
Ground, reducing access to the park, play area and
village shop for many South Stoke residents.

The South Stoke Community Shop has increased
protection from the Coronavirus outbreak for staﬀ
and customers. A screen is up at the counter,
volunteers working at the shop have been given shield
visors and customers are asked to shop one at a time.
In line with Government guidelines, customers are
also asked to wear face coverings or masks. To use the
shop’s home delivery service, call 871633 and place
your order.

Through its solicitor, the Parish Council has asked
the resident in writing to remove the gate within 30
days.
News on other routes:
·

Route 1 – along the Western headland of
the B4009, between the top/East end of
South Bank and the boundary of the Parish
at the intersection of the B4009 and Grove
Farm Road

·

Route 2 – between The Street, running from
the gateway between the properties, the
Ryepeck and the Old Chapel, down to the
River bank and along the river bank in both
directions

·

Route 3 – between The Street and the Little
House/the Bier Path

·

Route 5 – between the Western end of the
Bogey Hole and the Four Arches viaduct,
running beside the Western side of the
railway embankment

At a virtual meeting on 4 May, the Parish Council
asked the group to circulate the long-standing
Parishioners - who last year completed unoﬃcial
aﬃdavit forms, indicating 20 years or more usage
of one or more of the above four routes - with
Oxfordshire County Council’s new User Evidence
Statement (UES) forms .
The Group carried this out during the week-end of
12 July and collected in any completed forms on
one of the following weekends in July and early
August.
In addition to the above, the group have identiﬁed a
further route – which we now refer to as Route 6 –
this route runs in a North Westerly direction
between Ferry Road along the North Eastern side
of the railway embankment and ﬁnishes at the
North Eastern end of the Bogey Hole as follows.
·

Route 6 - Proposed new bridlepath

It has been noted that several old maps show a
track between Ferry Road and the Bogey Hole, on
the east side of the railway line. The map below is
from 1883. A path is still in use along this route
today.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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COMMUNITY BUILDING UPDATE

CHECK OUT THE VIEWS FROM
WHITE HILL QUARRY
You can now sit and enjoy views as far as the eye can
see from White Hill Quarry, following the arrival of
our new bench. Take time out to think, rest your
weary legs or unpack your picnic amongst the peace
and quiet and wild flowers.
You’ll find it at the top of the hill on Woodcote Road,
heading out of South Stoke in the Woodcote and
Reading direction.

At the last meeting of the Community Building
Committee we were disappointed to hear that there
was little progress on the plans for housing on The
Glebe. This could delay funding for the Community
Building.
After discussion we decided that we would need a new
hall and a new shop whether or not we had funding
from the housing project. We decided to press ahead
with a planning application since we need planning
approval before we can apply for grants. At the
moment we are in the process of drafting the
application. When we are happy with that it will go to
a full Parish Council meeting for approval prior to
submission to SODC.
We then go through the usual planning process with
plenty of opportunity for support or objections to be
registered prior to a decision.
Geoﬀ Ward
Community Building Committee

FUEL SUPPLIER HELP FROM CITIZE NS ADVICE AHEAD OF WINTER
Did you know that Citizens Advice has advisers who can help you sign up with a new fuel or electricity company, or switch to a better tariﬀ? There’s no charge for their time and you won’t be steered towards one particular supplier because the staﬀ members are impartial, having no links with any of them. The organisation
oﬀers one-on-one sessions (by telephone at present) and will take a close look at your individual situation.
Now is the time to sort it out before winter closes in with cold autumn gales. Citizens Advice can help you
understand energy bills and various kinds of tariﬀs, supporting you if you want to switch and calculating
the savings you might make. If you've fallen behind on bill payments, the team can advise you on ways to
reduce your debt by budgeting or trying a new payment scheme, for example. You can also learn about energy eﬃcient measures around the house, like draught-prooﬁng windows and doors and installing LED
light bulbs. Grants may be available to pay for thermal insulation.
The team can even check your beneﬁt entitlements and help you to claim them if
you're eligible. There are several helpful schemes like the Priority Services Register
and the Warm Home Discount that may be suitable for you. And if you have any complaints against your current supplier, Citizen’s Advice can help you resolve them.
You can ﬁnd the relevant information at citizensadvice.org.uk/energy or by calling
0300 330 9042.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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THANK YOU FROM THE COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
The Community First Responder’s of Goring and Streatley would like to say a huge thank you to the local
community for supporting us in achieving our ﬁnancial target. South Central Ambulance Charity has with
your amazing donations been able to fund a brand new Community First Responder 4 X 4 Vehicle. You may
already have seen it around and about as we have already responded to 23 calls in Goring and Streatley and
the local villages such as South Stoke, Woodcote, and Moulsford.

From left: Community First Responders Su Absolom, Ashley Smith, Teresa Blay and Nikki Swan

The new vehicle is fully equipped with a deﬁbrillator, oxygen, entonox (gas and air) for immediate pain relief,
dressings, suctioning, and an observation kit allowing us to measure and monitor blood pressure, blood
sugars for diabetes, saturation levels (oxygen) and temperature. We also have on board a hoist to assist with
patients who have fallen.
The many people and organisations who have supported us in achieving this very exciting goal include the
SSE, Greenham Common Trust, Streatley Parish Council, Virgo Beauty, the WI, the Catherine Wheel, the
John Barleycorn, the Swan, Barbara’s, Warmingham and several very generous individual donations. South
Central Ambulance Charity has also been supported by Dacia UK to buy the new ﬂeet of vehicles across the
South Central area. The Charity is 100 per cent reliant on your generous donations to support the Goring and
Streatley Community First Responders. The diﬀerence between the availability of a Community First
Responder who may only be a couple of minutes away from someone local suﬀering with a cardiac arrest and
an ambulance that might be 10 minutes away is huge.
Can I also ask that if you do see us in your rear view mirror and it is safe to do so, let us pass as we are not
equipped with blue lights. This would enable us to reach patients quickly and begin our observations and any
necessary treatment as soon as possible. The team are still continuing to use their own vehicles when the
SCAS car is being used by another member of the team. Thank you again for you continued support and
generosity. If you would like to make a donation either contact me below or you can donate directly online at
scas.charitydonate
To hear more about what we do and for one of us to come and give a talk and demonstration please also
contact me at teresa.blay@sca-charity.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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NOTE FROM JOHN HOWELL, MP
As August gives way to September, and Parliament
and schools return, for many there is a hope of something nearer to the normal we used to know. There is
also a hope that we will learn new ways of working
and take some of the positive learning from recent
experience forward. I appreciate too that many concerns still exist and we must be on our guard to remember that COVID 19 has not gone away. Instead
we have learned more about how to live with it and
we also have treatments that can alleviate symptoms
and keep people out of hospital.
As we begun to emerge from lockdown there have
been huge disappointments for some people. One
area of disappointment has been for couples planning to marry. I know just how much planning goes
into a wedding and some couples had adjusted their
plans to be able to go ahead with a small reception.
So when the COVID 19 statistics showed the risk of a
second wave which led the Prime Minister to put the
brake on easing restrictions I appreciate that this was
a huge blow. A second area of disappointment has
been around exam results. As it was impossible to
hold public examinations the results had to be determined based on past performance and predicted
grades. There has been much publicity over the fact
that some students were disappointed with the outcome of this. Although there is an appeal process I
was concerned that early decisions made by further
education establishments based on the results did
not allow for appeals. I made an urgent plea to the
Minister for an immediate temporary halt to the
UKAS Clearing system to allow for appeals before it
was too late with places reallocated. I have also raised
concerns about the results.
On the other side of things it has been a delight to see
hospitality outlets reopen and pubs, restaurants and
gardens attracting custom back in the lovely summer
afternoons that we have had. Although limited, the
chance to meet up with people again was welcome by
many in our area. I have been pleased to see that, by
and large, people have been following Government
guidelines on social distancing and hand hygiene. Let
us hope that the work for a vaccine for COVID 19
continues to make good progress and that the availability of diﬀerent drugs to treat symptoms continues
to grow.

WITHYMEAD READY TO
WELCOME NATURE LOVERS
Whilst we are well into summer and have all been in
lockdown over the past few months, nature has more
than flourished at Withymead. The wardens have
been doing their best to stop the reserve turning into
a wilderness, but visitors have missed the wonderful
show of Loddon Lilies in the spring, the orchard that
was planted in February, or the young kingfishers
being taught how to catch fish.

Withymead told us: “During June, wildlife
photographers have taken advantage of the quiet time
and captured some wonderful sights at Withymead.
We are grateful that they have allowed us to share
these through Instagram and Facebook for all to see
(shown above and below). And we have recently
started to open the reserve on an appointment basis,
which has proved very successful, particularly for
those who are shielding and want the security of
knowing that they are safe when visiting Withymead.
Thank you to all who have supported us during these
difficult times, and we look forward to welcoming you
back to Withymead.”
For more information or to book a private appointment
to visit, go to withymead.org

For more information visit John Howell’s website at
johnhowellmp.com. You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613088
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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£1 BOOKS AS SHOP REOPENS
Wallingford Museum’s book shop has re-opened
following lockdown, with new social distancing
measures in place. The shop sells a selection of ﬁction
and non-ﬁction second-hand books and is open every
Friday and Saturday from 10.30am to 1pm. As a reopening oﬀer, all books will be £1 each (cash), but
you can pay more if you wish.
Visit wallingfordmuseum.org.uk for info.

TAKE A WALLINGFORD WALK
Wallingford Museum’s
experienced team is now
taking bookings for
historical tours of the town
or castle. The tours will
follow government
guidelines for COVID 19
prevention, with social
distancing in place throughout and any other
necessary precautions.
To book a tour email pburton6@talktalk.net Simply
request a day and time to suit you and specify a town
or castle walk, and the museum will do its best to
arrange it. Tours meet beneath the town hall in
Wallingford Market Place.
You will be in a group of no more than six people
(plus guide) on any tour. The cost is £10 per person,
for a tour lasting between 90 and 120 mins. Please
pay cash on the day in exact money, given to your
tour guide. This should be in an open envelope with
all participant’s names and telephone number.
Go to wallingfordmuseum.org.uk for info.
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, SOUTH STOKE
Services in Sept 2020
September 13 11.15am Holy Communion
(Common prayer)
September 16 10.30am Coﬀee Morning
In church
September 20 11.15am Good News Service
September 27 10.30am United Beneﬁce Holy
Communion at St
Thomas’s, Goring. St
Andrew’s members will
go to Goring for worship.
Jo Allen will be ordained
Deacon
October 4

11.15am Harvest Festival with
Harvest Gifts

There is coﬀee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services. Evening prayers are held every
Wednesday at 4.30pm at a home in the village.
Details to be given on the preceding Sunday. The
Benefice Office can be contacted Monday to
Thursday mornings until noon. The telephone
number is 01491 875651. Friday mornings is
07502 194674. See thomandmary.org.uk, or email
vicar@thomandmary.org.uk

WE WANT YOUR VIEWS!
The team that puts together this
newsletter wants to hear from you!
We’d love to know your thoughts on
the newsletter and the type of
content you’d like to see in future.
Also, the newsletter is put together
by volunteers. So we’re always happy
to receive help in the form of
contributions, news, events, photos
and local stories.
Do you:

THE OCTOBER ISSUE

•

All contributions welcome! Email editor@southstoke.org.uk
or submit in writing to South Stoke Community Shop. Please
include a telephone number and an email address if
possible. Deadline for the October issue is Friday 25
Sept 2020.
This newsletter is compiled by volunteers. Every effort is
made to ensure that any information provided is correct.
The South Stoke Newsletter and South Stoke Parish Council
do not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of content
or the consequences of relying on it. Views expressed are
those of the contributor and do not reflect the opinions of
South Stoke Parish Council or the editor.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

•
•

Enjoy writing about local
issues?
Love photography and have images
we can use?
Fancy yourself as an
investigative journalist?

Get in touch any time. You can email
editor@southstoke.org.net or drop a
letter or note into the South Stoke
Community Shop if you prefer.
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