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District Councillors’ Report
Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers
Goring and South Stoke Parish Councils
29th Oct 2019

New Offices for SODC
An additional Cabinet meeting was held on the 8th October where a confidential discussion took place
on the planned move back to Crowmarsh. Almost 5 years since the building burnt down and SODC is
still in initial stages of the planned move back. Council passed the confidential motion on the new
offices with only 9 abstentions. The motion is hoped to accelerate the move which will result in
significant savings to the council.
Things regarding the move back are progressing according to the timeline and we hope to have more
news soon.
Affordable Housing
Proposals made by South Oxfordshire District Council cabinet earlier today (25 October) could pave
the way for the council to deliver more high-quality, environmentally sustainable and genuinely
affordable housing across the whole of southern Oxfordshire.
Cabinet agreed:
• The preparation of a report to recommend suitable options for the council to bring a wider range
of housing to South Oxfordshire.
• As part of this report, to consider what options exist to prioritise Berinsfield as a pilot location for
any new approach to housing delivery in the district
• To identify whether the housing market across both South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse
districts means a joint solution and approach would be beneficial to both
This came following a motion agreed at full council earlier this year proposed by the cabinet member
for development and regeneration and ward member for Berinsfield, Cllr Robin Bennett.
At that time Cllr Bennett asked for a report on ways to use council powers and resources to deliver
more high-quality, environmentally sustainable and genuinely affordable housing at social rent or
similar cost.
Cllr Pieter-Paul Barker, cabinet member for partnership and insight, said: “There is a clear housing
affordability crisis in the district and it is also clear that councils cannot rely on the private sector alone
to meet the shortfall in housing at genuinely affordable prices.
“Investigating options for creating a new model of housing delivery in South Oxfordshire would enable
the council to help communities thrive and provide a wider variety of residences to meet a wide
variety of needs.
“In addition, a more proactive and direct approach, such as these proposals, could help to sustain
additional income for the council in the longer term.”
The motion was agreed at full council meeting on 18 July – minutes are here
Cabinet report which was presented at the cabinet meeting on 25 October.

The new Climate Emergency Advisory Committee
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The newly formed cross-party Climate Emergency Advisory Committee has set out an ambitious
workplan to achieve a carbon-zero Council by 2025 and a carbon-zero District by 2030. While we all
understand that this will be extremely challenging, we believe it is our duty to show leadership by
setting such targets and doing all within our power to achieve them. It may seem that this is just
‘virtue signalling’, but setting these targets is actually a powerful tool that can be used as a ‘golden
thread’ throughout Council policy and actions, with each and everything we now do checked against
these targets.
The first thing we can do is ensure that the new Council offices in Crowmarsh will be constructed using
sustainable materials and by installing renewable energy sources to reduce our annual operating costs
dramatically. Importantly, we will also be saving a huge amount each year by not paying rent for the
current offices in Milton Park and the utility bills there. We are now moving into the design phase for
the new building, after the Full Council meeting gave a majority backing to properly finance a truly
sustainable new building, 5 years after the old one burnt down.
Growth Board review
As agreed at the Growth Board meeting in September, the board is now undertaking a review of its
role and functions. As part of the review, officers are carrying out engagement with the public,
organisations in Oxfordshire, councillors and council officers to gauge opinion on three themes,
explained below, which will be the basis of the review.
As part of the engagement, we have launched a public survey, which will run until 5pm on 26
November. We would be very grateful if you were able to fill in the survey and give your feedback - it
will help us carry out an effective review to have your input as councillors. You can fill in the survey on
the Oxfordshire Growth Board website: Click Here:
Themes to review:
Role and function
There is a general lack of awareness and sometimes a misunderstanding in the community about what
why the board exists and what it is able to do. The review will consider how the board's role could
change to benefit Oxfordshire and its residents and businesses, and how it can communicate and
interact with the community better than it has. This will include an opportunity to look at the board's
objectives and how it tells the Oxfordshire community about these objectives.
Capability and resources
The board relies mostly on support from the councils in Oxfordshire to provide resources to allow the
board to work. There are now some specialised, fixed-term staff in place to help the board's work. The
review will assess whether the current set-up is sufficient to enable the board to carry out its existing
and future work.
The board's membership has evolved over time and so a fresh look will be taken about the role of the
board's voting and non-voting members, as well as considering whether or not the membership should
be different.
Process and structures
The board's governance structure will be reviewed to ensure it is fit for purpose and supports our joint
working objectives. This will include identifying how councillors and members of the public and
stakeholders engage with the board's work.
EU citizens Motion
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On the 10th of October SODC passed a motion to support its resident EU citizens. The council resolved
to:
1. Officers report on how the Council can mitigate adverse impacts on the rights of EU nationals
(including but not limited to advising on what the Council can do to help landlords and employers to
be better informed about immigration status and therefore avoid potential discrimination against EU
nationals)
2. The Leader of the Council writes to EU citizens resident in the district giving advice on applying for
Settled Status. This notice shall inform EU citizens of any potential consequences of not applying for
the EU Settlement scheme.
3. The Leader of the Council writes to the Home Secretary seeking clarification and suggesting
improvements for the European Settlement scheme, which include:
- Providing physical proof of Settled status that can be used to access services
- Confirming that there will be no changes to the rights of settled EU citizens that they currently
have by ratifying the Immigration Bill as primary legislation before the exit day
- Replacing the current European Settlement scheme with a registration scheme without a
deadline where EU citizens are considered lawful by default and can request a proof of
immigration status only when they are asked to demonstrate it.
The letter from Sue Cooper to EU citizens has now been sent out and the positive responses have been
pouring in. I have had 3 Goring residents that have approached me to say how much they have
appreciated it.
Vacancies to work at elections
South and Vale District Councils organise and run all elections in the Districts and need people to work
on a casual basis at election time. I have done this myself in the past and it gives a fascinating insight
into how elections work. If you are interested, search ‘South Oxfordshire working at elections’ or give
me a ring/email.
Safe Places
Even more locations across South and Vale are now signed up as 'Safe Places', these are venues where
people can go and receive assistance if they are feeling confused, anxious, abused or harassed while
out in the community.
The scheme is already available in Abingdon and all four market towns in South Oxfordshire. Now all
of our leisure centres are registered as Safe Places, with trained staff available to help if someone
requires assistance, as well as 16 shops, cafes and community venues in Farringdon, Wantage and
Grove.
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County Councillors’ Report
Cllr Kevin Bulmer
South Stoke Parish Council
Nov 2019

1. County council backs proposals for integrate health and social care system
Proposals for a new ‘integrated care system ’for Oxfordshire designed to improve health and social care
services were welcomed by the county council’s Cabinet. The new joined-up health and care system will
also cover Buckinghamshire and Berkshire West. A draft of the five-year plan for an integrated care
system has been published and is due to be submitted to NHS England in November.
In the draft plan, the NHS and local authorities in the three areas have committed to planning health
and care services around individual needs. Health and care organisations will work collectively to help
people enjoy better health by focusing on preventing illness and improving care for those who need it.
The principle of ‘local first ’has been established, with community-run services a vital part of the
integrated care system. GP practices will become part of ‘primary care networks ’that serve
communities of around 30-50,000 people. By working together, GP practices will offer access to a wide
range of local services, such as NHS and social services, as well as services provided by voluntary groups.
These care networks will also be part of larger ‘integrated care partnerships – ’one for each of the three
county areas, including Oxfordshire. The partnerships will join up local hospital and mental health
services with, council and community services.
Contact: Stephen Chandler, Director of Adult Services, stephen.chandler@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Corporate priority: helping people live safe, healthy lives

2. Oxfordshire backs ambitious regional transport and connectivity plan
Oxfordshire County Council has endorsed the development of a strategy which sets out a vision for a
regional zero-carbon transport network by 2050. England’s Economic Heartland is currently engaging on
the first stage of a region-wide strategy which sets out a vision for the development and investment in
‘connectivity ’- the ability to travel and communicate – across an area which stretches between Swindon
and Cambridgeshire.
The strategy will be out for full public consultation in 2020 and will set out the region's strategic
infrastructure needs to both Government and the private sector. Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet
discussed its response to the outline strategy this week.
You can read more about England’s Economic Heartland’s Outline Transport Strategy here. Oxfordshire
County Council’s response as agreed by Cabinet can be found here.
Contact: Sue Halliwell, Director for Planning and Place, susan.halliwell@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Corporate plan priority: improving transport links to create jobs and homes
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3. Oxfordshire communities invited to bid for £1m fund to provide youth
services
Voluntary and community organisations are being invited to bid for a share of Oxfordshire County
Council’s new £1m Youth Opportunity Fund. The fund is aimed at groups that can provide activities and
opportunities for young people between the ages of 11-18, and 11-25 with special educational needs.
Feedback from Oxfordshire residents points to strong support for improving community-run youth
services. This new fund is available to help existing projects expand and new ones get started. Grants of
up to £70,000 are available.
By offering start-up funding in previous years, the council has already helped many community-run
groups provide support for younger children and families. Now the aim is to do the same for youth
services.
Community-run youth schemes complement the work of the county council’s children’s services, which
target resources at young people and families with additional needs and those at risk of abuse and
neglect. The council also has a desire for more youth clubs to be established.
The county council believes communities are well placed to provide universal services and this is already
an established model in Oxfordshire.
A fund was launched in 2016 to provide grants for local groups to start services for children such as ‘stay
and play’, with the creation or continuation of around 40 projects. A similar fund was created for
voluntary and community groups to start up day services for older and disabled people in Oxfordshire.
Contact: Lucy Butler, Director of Children’s Services, Lucy.Butler@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
Corporate plan priority: enhancing the quality of life in our communities; giving children the best start
in life

4. Work starts on new primary schools for Banbury and Barton
Two school projects are underway as part of the county council’s commitment to providing school
places for the county’s new and existing communities.
Construction of a new primary school with nursery, to be named Cherry Fields, officially started on the
Hanwell View development in Banbury. Scheduled to open in September 2020, the mixed gender
primary school will be for students aged 2-11 years and will be run by GLF Schools.
Cherry Fields will provide 270 new places overall, including six places for SEN and 60 nursery places. The
primary school will benefit from general and specialist teaching facilities, a sports hall, library and
catering facilities, as well as outdoor areas for teaching and play.
Additional sport facilities will be available for school and community use, consisting of a multi-use
games area and a soft landscaping area on an adjacent site.
The construction of a new state-of-the-art primary school and nursery at Barton Park, Oxford is also
underway. Scheduled to open in September 2020, the mixed gender primary school will be for students
aged 3 to 11 years and will be run by Community Schools Alliance Trust.
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The new school will be joining and contributing to the Trust’s current family of schools in Oxford City,
Cheney School as the main secondary school for Barton Park primary school and its sister school Bayards
Hill primary school.
There will be a specially resourced provision (SRP) for children with special educational needs. The
school will also accommodate a community hub, providing bookable rooms for use by local people
during and outside of school hours.
The school is being delivered by Oxfordshire County Council as part of the wider Barton Park
development by Barton Oxford LLP, a joint venture between Oxford City Council and leading private
developer Grosvenor Britain & Ireland. In total, 885 homes are being built at the site and the new school
will serve new and existing residents in Barton.
Contact: George Eleftheriou, Director for Property, Investment and Facilities Management
George.Eleftheriou@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
Corporate plan priority: giving every child a good start in life

5. Minerals and waste sites approved in a draft plan for consultation
Following public consultation, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet approved a list of preferred sites for
mineral extraction and waste allocation.
The county council has a statutory duty to prepare a new Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan to
replace the existing Minerals and Waste Local Plan, which was adopted in 1996.
The ‘core strategy ’for the Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan was adopted by the council in
September 2017, stating that a site allocations plan would be prepared with a target date for adoption
of November 2020.
Public consultation on site options took place in 2018, which covered all the minerals and waste sites
that had been nominated for possible inclusion within the Site Allocations Plan.
Following site assessments by council-appointed consultants and a review by council officers, a list of
preferred sites was produced. The Cabinet has now approved that list of preferred sites for inclusion in
the draft plan for consultation. The sites are:
Sharp sand and gravel
· Land between Eynsham and Cassington
· Nuneham Courtenay

Crushed rock and soft sand
· Land at Chinham Farm (Chinham Hill)
· Hatford West Extension

Waste sites
· Finmere Quarry, Finmere
· Whitehill Quarry, Burford
· Lakeside Industrial Estate, Standlake
· Shellingford Quarry, Shellingford / Stanford in
the Vale
· High Cogges Farm, Witney
· Moorend Lane Farm, Thame
· Rear of Ford Dealership, Ryecote Lane
· Ardley Fields, Ardley
· Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury

Corporate plan priority: protecting the local environment
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Further information: http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-andplanning/planning/planning-policy/minerals-and-waste-policy/core-strategy
Contact: Jason Russell, Director for Recycling, Minerals and Waste, Jason.Russell@Oxfordshire.gov.uk

6. Health and care providers working together to manage winter pressures
Health and social care professionals from across Oxfordshire, including hospitals, GPs, social services,
ambulance services, mental health services and charities will be working together to deliver responsive
and joined-up services throughout the winter season.
Winter is a high-pressure season for health and social care services, with the colder temperatures and
harsher weather conditions leading to increased demands on GPs and Emergency Departments as flu
season begins.
By building on last year’s collaborative working, the system-wide team will help provide safe, effective,
and sustainable care for people across Oxfordshire. The team will also work to improve quality and
performance of emergency and urgent care in the area.
The key messages of the campaign include:
•

•

•

People are urged to have a winter plan for themselves and their family so that they know what
they need to do to keep as well as possible, what they can do if they become unwell, and how
they can look after their elderly neighbours who may not be able to look after themselves.
GP practices will contact those patients eligible for the free flu jab to attend vaccination clinics
which are taking place over the next few months in Oxfordshire. The flu vaccine is an effective
way for people to keep well and healthy over winter.
If people are worried about an urgent medical concern over the winter period, they are advised
to call 111 to speak to fully trained advisors available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Contact: Stephen Chandler, Director of Adult Services, stephen.chandler@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Corporate priority: helping people live safe, healthy lives

7. Oxfordshire public services have been preparing for potential impact of
Brexit
Agencies across Oxfordshire have been working together to prepare for the UK leaving the EU on 31
October. Although there is national uncertainty about the short-term impact of Brexit, the Government
has asked Oxfordshire councils to highlight that they are prepared to respond to any foreseeable
potential impact on public services for which they are directly responsible.
Short-term risks to public safety and normal daily life have been assessed by emergency planners in
Oxfordshire and remain ‘low’.
Public bodies continue to work closely together, including councils, the emergency services and NHS.
Potential risks are being monitored and information shared, and where necessary plans updated.
Oxfordshire councils have noted the new information campaign by the government, including advice to
businesses and will be publicising the information locally and where appropriate tailored for specific
Oxfordshire circumstances. Government information for individuals and businesses is available
at www.gov.uk/brexit
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COMMUNITIES BUILDING COMMITTEE
South Stoke Village Hall 19:30 Monday 23rd September 2019
Members Present:
Chairman
Members

Geoff Ward (GW)
Bryan Urbick (BU)
David Kennedy (DK)
Tracey Lasan (TL) Arrived: 19:31
Sally Woodall (SW)
Chris Bertrand (CB)

Officers Present:
Clerk

Laura White (LW)

Public and Press:

None

CBC.19.09.1
CBC.19.09.2
CBC.19.09.3

CBC.19.09.4
CBC.19.09.5
CBC.19.09.5.1
CBC.19.09.5.2
CBC.19.09.5.3
CBC.19.09.6

Apologies for absence.
None
Declaration of Interests by Committee Members on any items on the Agenda.
None
Public Forum - an opportunity for members of the public to express their point of view
on any item on the agenda. With the Chairman’s permission, a member of the public
may express their point of view on specific items of business. Ten minutes are reserved
for this.
No public in attendance.
To approve minutes of the meeting of 29th August 2019.
Resolved: Approved, Unanimous
Update on Requirements and to consider any subsequent actions:
The Shop
None
Amenities Charity
None
Parish Council
None
To receive an update on Housing Development plans: consider any impact on the
Community Building project and consider any actions.
BU: a meeting has been held with the Diocese. Rectory Homes and the Diocese are still in
discussion regarding the Unilateral Understanding document. The earliest the planning
application will go in is early 2020.
It was discussed that this project is going on and on and the community building project
may let down the shop with respect to a new shopping being required before the current
planning permission expires and the shop board needs to be apprised of the situation,
such that they can decide whether to step away from the project in its current form.

Geoff Ward: Chairman

04 Nov 2019
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Limited detail was given regarding a confidential at this time, investigation being
undertaken by the Parish Council (See SSPC minutes of 16th September 2019) it was
requested the shop board be informed more information to allow them to make an
informed decision on their position regarding this project should be available in December
2019.
Action: DK to inform the shop board there will be an update on the progress and other
potential options regarding building the shop and village hall in December.

CBC.19.09.7

Discussions about the long-term view on when monies would be received from the Glebe
Field housing project. The earliest being 2022, but potentially not until 2023 or 2024.
To receive feedback from Kingswell regarding the comments on the feasibility designs
and agree actions arising.
GU and MS met with Kingswell to discuss the feedback on the feasibility designs. Meeting
Notes in Appendix 1 to the minutes.
Resolved: Received, Unanimous.
The storage rooms will contain the stage, seating and chairs, so the storage rooms could
then be used as dressing rooms. Discussion had on whether 3 dressings rooms were
needed, and other configurations, such as 2 storage rooms and 1 meeting room, or one
larger meeting room / 1 larger storage room.
CB asked that a demountable stage which can be used either as a stage OR as raised
seating be considered. Use the Morrel Rooms stage as a template.
Other comments:
A meeting room with its own entrance is a must.
Security shutters – would be a significant additional cost. DK confirmed the building
needs to be insurable, and with respect to the shop, that would need to include roller
shutters. A question needs to be posed to the shop and its insurers what level of security
is required GW to discuss with chair of the Shop Board. It has already been indicated thick
marine ply would need to be used as the boundary wall between the hall and the shop.
Canopy – makes sense to have a canopy to bring light into the shop, Perspex may not be
economically viable. Shop Board representation stated the shop very specifically wants a
cozy country pavilion look, not a modern building, so there maybe issues persuading the
shop board of the current design without balustrade and not using a wooden roof.
Green roof – Kingswell as indicated it is not viable, due to aspect (as the southerly aspect
will be for solar panels) and roof profile. Kingswell indicated a green roof would be more
viable with a mono pitch, which would mean the maximum roof height increases. It was
further discussed, that a roll out mat with plants embedded in it could be used, with a
metal pan in this area of the building (the north face). It was suggested this option of a
green roof in at least part of the building needs to be offered to the community.

Geoff Ward: Chairman
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It was suggested if part of the roof is green, then the whole of the building will look less
like a pavilion, and then the shop’s displeasure in the metal/Perspex veranda roof may be
negated.
Bore hole for water was discussed, with a suggested cost of £5-6k associated with it. With
a further £2k suggested cost associated with it for the water treatment, storage & delivery
system. With the potential for “free water” a request was made for an outside tap.
Cost Certainty - it was questioned how cheaply the cost certainty quote is being offered
for discussion was had on exactly what the £10k included, and how long the numbers
given would be valid for.
To get to planning with the current process will cost £10k + £5k. Discussions were had
regarding when to pay the money, versus when to have a consultation and when village
buy-in can be sought to this specific design.

CBC.19.09.8

CBC.19.09.9
CBC.19.09.9.1

CBC.19.09.9.2

Action: to request from Kingswell, how much of the £10k they would need to produce the
drawings to support the consultation.
To approve holding the public consultation on the current progress of the Community
Building Project on 12th October 2019, 10am-3pm in the Village Hall.
Resolved: Approved, Unanimous.
To consider the following points regarding the consultation and agree actions arising
Method, dates and content of the publicity of the consultation
Newsletter content needs to be given by 24th September
Flyer in a separate drop w/e of 5th Oct 2019 – Black and White printing, 255 copies as per
the newsletter. Include “final chance to see before planning application”. CB to draft for
the newsletter, then use words from that for the flyer.
Type, number and content of displays
To request the videos from Kingswell of their other developments to show – to play on a
laptop on a loop
GW has drafted display options (Appendix 2)
To include Site Plan, Floor Plan, 3D rendering – to ask Cllr White if he can do some print
options.

GW & BU to write the power point for the displays. GW to send slides from Nov 2018 to
BU for review.
CBC.19.09.9.3 Type, number and content of verbal reports throughout the day
Request a pre-recorded video from Kingswell which can be played on a loop. Covering
info on the company, the other projects they have done similarly, their flexibility and how
they incorporate feedback given, and the total process and interactions which have been
gone through. Maximum 4-5 minutes.
A drop in consultation so people can ask questions of the committee members.
CBC.19.09.9.4 Method and level of recording attendance
Register, including whom are attending from the Parish council and CBC
Include Teas, Coffees & Squash.
Geoff Ward: Chairman
04 Nov 2019
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CBC.19.09.9.5
CBC.19.09.9.6

CBC.19.09.9.7

Method, content and format of feedback capture.
Building Design Feedback Form – BU & GW to write.
Members of the committee and other volunteers who will staff the consultation, their
roles and responsibilities both on the day, and before & after the consultation.
Everyone will be in attendance.
Method, format and content of follow on consultation, for householders unable to
attend on the 12th October 2019.
Building Design Feedback Form and a 4-off A4 side summary to go to every HOUSEHOLD
afterwards.
Both young persons and adult persons questionnaire.
Also, all the information online, in the shop and in the pub, and electronically.

Collecting the feedback forms by the end of the month, with possibly an open evening in
November to communicate the consolidated feedback (to be discussed next month)
CBC.19.09.10 Finance
CBC.19.09.10.1 Review the overall budget, consider plans and actions. Project Funds Remaining: £7856
Some printing costs to support the consultation.
CBC.19.09.10.2 To note total in the Fundraising EMR: £4965.98
Noted
CBC.19.09.11 Village Fund Raising: review progress, consider plans and actions
Village walk on the 28thSeptember, weather looks inclement, therefore will end in the
village hall. Drinks tickets to be sold on the Rec, to be exchanged for drinks in the Village
Hall.
Fashion Show, 18th October.
Family Fun Run to be postponed to 2020 now.
CBC.19.09.12 Grant Applications: review progress: consider plans and actions.
BU needs the proof from GW as to £10k is needed to get to planning, a formal document
from Kingswell.
CBC.19.09.13 Publicity: review status, consider actions.
Consultation publicity is the current priority. N Pye too busy to help at the moment.
CBC.19.09.14 To review the questionnaire on the use of village hall and shop, and if appropriate
approve format, date and method of delivery and collection of the questionnaires to all
homes in the Parish.
To send out this questionnaire with the 4-page summary and feedback forms from the
consultation.
Additional feedback to BU by 1st October.
CBC.19.09.15 To review progress on actions from previous Community Building Committee meetings
and agree any revision of actions on the action list.
See actions List
CBC.19.09.16 Matters for future discussion.
To decide on the cheese / wine / feedback meeting.
CBC.19.09.17 To confirm the date and time of the next Meeting, 28th October 2019, 19:30 Village Hall.
To move to the 29th October – LW to confirm with Ann the booking.
Geoff Ward: Chairman
04 Nov 2019
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Meeting closed at 21:20

Action List
Item
18
20
21
22
23
24

Topic
Grant Strategy for £15k needed to get to planning.
CB – Apply for TENS licences
To provide “design options” for the consultation
To provide comment to BU on the Draft Questionnaire
GW to discuss with Mick Walsh regarding how secure the shop needs to
be to make it insurable.
To request from Kingswell, how much of the £10k they would need to
produce the drawings to support the consultation. To circulate quotes,
prior to LW making payment.

Geoff Ward: Chairman

Owner
BU, KF
CB
DK
ALL
GW

When
See Minutes
CLOSED
CLOSED
1st Oct 2019
Oct 2019

GW

Oct 2019

04 Nov 2019
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South Stoke Housing Development Working Group – email update to all working group members
Working Group Chairman
South Stoke Parish Council
11th November, 2019

“Hello All,
Apologies for the recent silence from me, but please find attached and below, my understanding of the current position
with the HDP.
I have tried to contact the Diocese to-day, regarding their view of when any draft agreements with Rectory Homes (RH)
and/or the PC might be ready for consideration and possible signing. I am still awaiting a call-back from Diocese, and if
any info’ from this direction comes to light in the next few days, I will let you know.
After leaving several voicemail messages/chasing RH – return phone call made on Thursday (07.11.2019)
I asked him about three things to do with the housing project – herewith my three points and his three summarised
responses:
1. Was he able to supply the revised layout that he had promised when we met on 8th Oct? – he then sent me this
attachment, and caveated it by saying that it was only draft, and of course it could change again.
2. Where are RH and the Diocese in terms of signing an agreement between themselves? – he said very close,
maybe next week. When I reminded him that we had heard a similar response on the 8th of Oct, from both him
and the Diocese, when representatives of the Housing Group and the PC had met them, he said that it was the
legal advisers who were taking their time, and that he had been chasing the Diocese’s solicitors.
3. Had he yet had the private meeting with Cllr Urbick and the SS Parishioner who had requested a meeting? - He
said no, and that he was still waiting for Cllr Urbick to give him a date.
4.
One must assume from his answer to 2 above, that RH have still not commenced any of the research and surveys that
would be required to support both a finalised (agreed with us and the PC) layout – which we would need, amongst
other things, for a final Parishioner “consultation” - and eventually a full PA.
NB – the next PC meeting is on the 18th – which I will attend (hopefully only the early part!) – but I will have to prepare
and submit my report to the PC, to-day, in time for attachment to the agenda, which will probably be published tomorrow or on Wednesday.
From a personal perspective this 5th RH revision of the layout has incorporated some of the changes that our Group
asked for – following the launching of the previous version, towards the end of last year - namely:
A. A separate vehicular entrance from Cross Keys Road to the carpark
B. The termination of vehicular access to the carpark from the proposed new houses
C. The loss of the very odd-looking spur roadway parallel to the Gardens extension, and instead the servicing of
the four new houses concerned by the existing Gardens extension
D. A slightly better outlook from the easterly facing windows of the former Cross Keys Inn.
In respect of this last point/ Cllr Hathaway / Cllr Wortley, you may remember you did undertake, at a recent Group
meeting – to try to discuss – with inhabitants of the Old Cross Keys Inn, the Diocese’s offer to consider some form of
land swap so that the Old Inn would have more garden between the building’s Eastern wall and the Eastern garden
boundary. Did you ever manage to do this?
All – dependant on any major developments and proposed draft agreements forthcoming from either the Diocese/RH or
as may be forthcoming via the PC, I would hope to call our next Group meeting by the end of the month.”
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Rights of Way (RoW) Project
Working Group Lead
South Stoke Parish Council

Date

18th November, 2019

Since the November Newsletter was printed/went online, there has been two developments related
to this matter, which I have outlined below for your information.
1. At the request of Savills – land agents for Christ Church College (CCC) – to the Clerk of the
SSPC, a meeting was held on Tuesday of this week/5th Nov, at which Cllrs Urbick & Hathaway
and the Clerk attended on behalf of the SSPC and two representatives of Messrs Savills. The
project lead also attended.
It should be noted that four of the five routes which make up this RoW project are all or
partially on CCC owned land – only the route from Ferry Road to the Rec is not on their land.
It became fairly obvious that Savills concerned with the proposal for the route from the
Street (adjacent to the property named The Ryepeck) to and along the Riverbank.
The fact that many Parishioners would like this route officially recognised should not have
been news to Savills, the then Chair of the SSPC, had written to them some three years ago
requesting that just such a RoW should be recognised, with no response.
The discussion on this subject at the meeting, was concluded by an agreement between the
SSPC members present and Savills that Savills would take away this request about the four
CCC land routes in question, and give the SSPC their considered response in time for either
the December or the January 2020 meeting of the SSPC.
In the short-term therefore the RoW project is in some ways “treading water”, but I will
scribe a short piece for the December village newsletter, which will inform all Parishioners of
the present position – as outlined above - with the project.
Once the Parish Council have decided what they wish to be done regarding each of these
five routes, the project group will continue its work on this matter.
2. Regarding the concerned new resident whom lives adjacent to route 3, the project group
would remind the Parish Council that when we advised the PC of the result of our recent
sourcing of long-standing Parishioners views on each of the five routes, we advised caution
of including this route in a formal request to OCC to have it recognised as a RoW. The PC
however said we should continue to proceed with all five routes.
The project group will wait for further direction from the PC, concerning both these matters – this
will probably have to wait until the PC has had time to consider any response from Savills.
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Roy McMillan

Appendix G
Title
Meeting
Date

Rights of Way (RoW) Project – Member of Public Email & Responses
South Stoke Parish Council
18th November, 2019

From: Member of Public
Sent: 06 November 2019 09:58
To: RoW Project Lead & District Councillor
Subject: Issue 169 - South Stoke parish Newsletter (Right of way Article)
Dear [RoW Project Lead & District Councillor]
I have to stay I am rather dismayed by current article within the south stoke newsletter (issue 169)
which I received this morning in particular the article on pages 4 & 5 about claim new rights of way.
As a new resident to the village. ______________________________________________________.
I'm horrified to see that path No.3 you want to claim rights of way over a path which is not an official
right of way.
The owners of 1,2, 3 &4 Newtown Cottages have the right to cross the footpath__________. Not the
whole village!!!
Since moving in i'm frustrated by people using this path who doe not live at [in] Newtown Cottages.
how they are disrespectful when crossing [the] land. Not cleaning up after there dogs. Children
cycling across [the] drive, noise nuisance
I have written this morning to my solicitor on this matter. I will be objecting to any claim you will be
making on this path.
I have provided my mobile number below should you wish to contact me.
Regards
[Member of Public]
Mobile ______________

Response from Project Lead
Hello [Member of Public]
Thank you for your email.
I, personally, have only lived in South Stoke for some 17 years, but during that period, I am aware of
many parishioners – especially from the North Western part of the village - using this route on a
regular basis to access the Recreation Ground, and in more recent years, the Community Shop. In
addition to this, we have received written assurances from some 60+ South Stoke parishioners - who
have lived here for more than 20 years - and who have, and still do, regularly use this pathway.
The Rights of Way project which I lead on behalf of both the Parish Council, and indeed the
parishioners who requested it in the first place, is currently under review by the Parish Council, and I
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have therefore copied your message to the Chairman (Cllr Bryan Urbick) and the Clerk so that they
also are aware of your feelings on the matter.
The Rights of Way project is a current standing agenda item at the monthly Parish Council meetings
– the next one of which is scheduled for Monday 18th November, starting at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall, and I would suggest that you message the Clerk, if you should wish to take the matter further.
Yours – [RoW Project Lead]

Secondary Response from Cllr B Urbick
Dear [Member of Public]
As Chairman of the South Stoke Parish Council I wanted to write you as you have raised concerns
about the work in the Parish to establish, from long-term use, formal Rights of Way. I am grateful
that [RoW Project Lead] has already responded, but I wanted to provide some further information.
Firstly, please know that I have sympathy with your frustration about irresponsible and discourteous
walkers/dog walkers. I have a property through which a right-of-way passes. For the most part,
people are responsible and gracious, but there are a few who are dreadfully rude, and we spend too
much time cleaning up dog mess, or clearing away ‘poo bags’ that are thrown over our hedge, or set
off to the side of the path. It is frustrating, to say the least.
Also, knowing that you are newly living in South Stoke, made me feel particularly sad that you
weren’t made aware by the previous owner that this Rights-of-Way issue has been on-going for over
two years. It has been well communicated in the newsletter and is included as a recurring Action
Item, so is discussed at all regular Parish Council meetings. [RoW Project Lead] has rightly indicated
that he has been working on this project from inception (August 21st 2017, see minutes attached)
and first as Chairman of the Parish Council, and later as a parishioner volunteer has been working to
pursue the matter at the behest of the Parish Council. He has liaised frequently with the Oxfordshire
County Council as to the requirements, and then has led the team of volunteers to obtain the
needed affidavits, etc. That process is on-going and is likely to take some more months – and then
there is likely to be a long period of waiting as the applications are considered.
I believe the previous owner [_____________]? I mention this because I recalled that a couple years
ago, [________] came to a Parish Council meeting. [They] had heard that the RoW applications were
being put together and addressed the Council in the Public Forum section of the meeting. After a bit
of digging, I found the minutes (October 16 2017 – see attached) – and you will note that [ ]
represented that [they were] not opposed to people using the path, and that [they] had blocked the
access to the route each Christmas Day (I believe [they were] trying to establish that a RoW should
not be granted). Two of the Parish Councillors (and I was one of them) knew this was not properly
represented. My partner and I, and our dogs, do a regular Christmas Day walk, and have since 2010
– and on nearly all of those occasions we have used that path. Our best friends live in South Stoke at
the edge of the Rec and we always visited them, and either entered or exited the Rec on the path
past Newtown Cottages.
As I understand it, the Rights-of-Ways will be determined based on usage for over 20 years. As [RoW
Project lead] indicated, nearly 70 South Stokers (all of whom have lived in South Stoke for more than
20 years) have completed affidavits for one or more of the five RoW being proposed. We have been
informed that the RoW, if approved, doesn’t change the land ownership or motor vehicle access, but
it will mean that the Public would have a right to pass over the drive/road. This whole action to
pursue RoW was prompted when the Parish Council was notified that the legislation will be changing
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and after 2026, there will no longer be RoW granted. Parishioners then asked the Parish Council to
work through the issues, and that is what we are doing. It has been a lengthy process, and there is
still more to be done.
If you look at the Parish Council website, you can also look at years of back issues of the Newsletter –
and you will see the various communications since summer 2017 (www.southstoke.org.uk).
I was trying to think how I would feel if I was in your situation. I think I would also be
angry. Hopefully, though, now that you have further background and some evidence, you could
focus that anger and frustration to those who didn’t disclose this information to you prior to the
sale?
Also, you had copied our District Councillor Maggie Filipova-Rivers. Rights of Way are determined by
the County Council (not the District Council), and our Ward Councillor for County is Cllr Kevin Bulmer
- Kevin.Bulmer@Oxfordshire.gov.uk – in case you wish to make contact.
Of course, I am happy to discuss further if you would like. Do let me know and we can arrange to
meet or chat on the phone.
With kind regards.
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Suggested response to: Power for the People
Cllr P Wortley
South Stoke Parish Council

Date

18th November, 2019

South Stoke is a small village in the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Over the past few
years, we have undertaken a number of projects aimed at improving village life. One such project
that was started involved investigating providing renewable energy (through either wind or solar
power) to the benefit of villagers. The project was halted as we were not able to ensure that the
energy generated would benefit the local residents directly.
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Receipts and Payments Summary October 2019
RFO
South Stoke Parish Council
18th November 2019

Payments Current Account

Receipts Current Account

Appendix J
Payments Reserve Account

Receipts Reserve Account
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Current Account

Reserve Account

Reconciled Bank Accounts Summary October 2019
RFO
South Stoke Parish Council
18th November 2019

13/11/2019
14:13
2018/2019
Budget
Actual
100
1000
1005
1015
1020
1076
1080
1090

Income
Newsletter Advertising
The Park
CIL Receipts
Contribution, Donation & Grant
Precept
Insurance contribution
Bank Interest
Total Income

Brought
Forward

South Stoke 2019/2020
Annual Budget - By Centre
2019/2020
Agreed
EMR
Total

Net
Virement
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Actual YTD

2000
240
2874
2300
22348

1672
240
5157
873
22348

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

2400
240
5000
2500
23242

0
0
0
0
0

2400
240
5000
2500
23242

10

118

0

0

10

0

29772

30408

0

0

33392

0

Expected

2020/2021
Agreed

10

757
120
2284
6418
23242
495
149

1600
240
2284
7000
23242
495
250

1600
480
5000
5000
24172
519
300

33392

33465

35111

37071

200
4000
4005
4010
4050
4055
4060
4065
4070
4075
4076
4080
4085
4100
4105
4110
4115

Administration
Clerk Salary
Clerk Allowance & Expenses
Office supplies
Clerk's Training
Councillor's Allowance & Exp
Councillor Training
Audit Costs
Insurance
Web Hosting Costs áé
IT and software
Printing Inc newsletter
Legal Fees
Utilities
Election
Annual Parish Meeting
Freedom of the Parish

4500
100
150
1125
200
150
380
1280
75
200
3000
1000
200
0
0
0

4915
16
221
211
86
170
380
1281
0
343
2530
449
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

6225
100
150
500
200
150
450
1350
100
200
3000
1000
200
100
80
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

6225
100
150
500
200
150
450
1350
100
200
3000
1000
200
100
80
0

3630
66
113
99
0
0
408
820
0
462
1541
0
0
100
76
0

6223
150
175
500
200
150
408
820
130
500
3000
250
0
100
76
0

6700
240
200
600
200
600
450
865
150
250
3250
1000
0
0
250
2500

12360

10602

0

0

13805

0

13805

7315

12682

17255

Membership, Rents & Licences
Membership
Bus Shelter Land Rental
Slipway Licence
Village Hall Use
Bank Charges

268
10
75
400
15

383
10
72
378
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

275
10
75
400
13

0
0
0
0
0

275
10
75
400
13

234
10
76
154
0

234
10
77
350
0

275
10
80
400
0

Overhead Expenditure

768

843

0

0

773

0

773

474

671

765

Overhead Expenditure
250
4250
4255
4260
4265
4270

300
4300
4305
4310
4315

350
4350
4352
4355

400
4405
4406
4407
4408
4409

Regular Maintenance
General clearing & grass cuts
General Repairs
Dog Waste Bins
Salt Bins

600
100
50
100

558
43
54
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

600
100
75
100

0
0
0
0

600
100
75
100

531
440
12
0

1000
300
75
100

1250
300
75
100

Overhead Expenditure

850

655

0

0

875

0

875

983

1475

1725

Community Activities
Amenity Charity
Churchyard / PCC
Section 137

6500
750
250

8230
750
50

0
0
0

0
0
0

6000
750
950

0
0
0

6000
750
950

5000
750
0

5000
750
0

5000
750
500

Overhead Expenditure

7500

9030

0

0

7700

0

7700

5750

5750

6250

Additional Items
Shop / Hall project
Other Projects
Phonebox
Speed Sign
CIL Projects

16000
3000
0
0

7565
2629
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

3000
2369
300
3600

0
0
0
0

3000
2369
300
3600

914
1077
0
2855

3000
2250
300
3600
2284

3000
2000
300
200
5000

Overhead Expenditure

19000

10194

0

0

9269

0

9269

4846

11434

10500

Total Budget Income
Expenditure
Net Income over Expenditure

29772
40478
-10706

30408
31324
-916

0
0
0

0
0
0

33392
32422
970

0
0
0

33392
32422
970

33465
19368
14097

35111
32012
3099

37071
36495
576

Correspondence 1
Title
Meeting
Date

Community Building Project – Member of Public Email
South Stoke Parish Council
18th November, 2019

From: Member of Public
Sent: 08 November 2019 12:25
To: clerk@southstoke.org.uk
Subject: Community Building Project

Hello
We are in the process of [near] the access road to the rec.
Looking at the plans for what looks like an excellent design we were wondering about the traffic flow
down what appears to be a less than solid surface.
Also as the road is not very wide has consideration been given to the access of emergency vehicles
such as ambulance, fire engines etc.
We hope you understand why, even though we are not yet residents, these questions are important
to us.
Thanks for your patience and we look forward to your responses.
Regards
Member of Public

Correspondence 2
Title
Meeting
Date

Community Building Project – Member of Public Email
South Stoke Parish Council
18th November, 2019

From: Member of Public
Sent: 02 October 2019
To: clerk@southstoke.org.uk
Subject: Community Building Project

Hello

You are aware I am not in favour of the prospect of a new hall or shop as I believe demand is
not there.
And my views on the Glebe field (parking issues for South Bank and Cross keys residents
have been dismissed) I am sure this could of been addressed better and argued more.
My question to whatever group this comes under is.
What are the numbers using the village hall. (excluding parish council meetings) and why
would a new hall attract more users, same question about the shop.?
I do speak for a number who won't attend any meetings or consultations as like before,
negative comments are not welcome.
Many thanks Laura if this can be forwarded to whoever.
Best Wishes
Member of Public

