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Our Local 134 Bus

This issue marks the completion of 5 years pulling together the South Stoke Parish Newsletter, taken over
from Geoff Ward who had been editor for just over 10
years (a hard act to follow!). These 60 issues have
mostly been a joy to pull together, though admittedly
the deadlines do add a bit of pressure from time-to-time
- and my periodic-but-inevitable typos and mistakes can
be a bit embarrassing and frustrating!
Each month the newsletter would not be possible without the efforts and dedication of Sian Rasmussen and
family who deliver them, with the help of Trudy Scarratt
who delivers the ‘further reaches’ of the Parish. Jane
Newton manages the advertising, providing a significant
support to pay for the printing. And of course, all those
who submit articles and information - without them, the
newsletter would not be possible. A very big thank you!
As we look forward to the next 5 years of the Newsletter, it provides a perfect opportunity to wish you and
your families a joy-filled Christmas season, and a
happy New Year.
Bryan Urbick, Editor

Winter Timetable Changes
Mike Ward has made a few minor timetable changes for
the winter – starting on Monday 2nd December – these
are summarised below, and are detailed in the enclosed full timetable, which I suggest that you keep for
future reference.
Going Forward Buses will be introducing a new Winter
Timetable from 2nd December. The Monday to Friday
134 service from Goring to Wallingford via Cleeve and
the Stokes will hardly change except that the last bus
will leave Goring station at 17.20 so as to connect with
the ‘fast’ 17.01 train from Reading. It will also wait up to
five minutes for the 17.18 arrival from Didcot if it is running late. On Saturdays the experimental journeys via
Streatley and Moulsford will revert to running via the
Stokes and Cleeve as there doesn’t seem to be any
demand for these buses on the ‘other side’ of the river.
Moulsford’s loss is South Stoke’s gain! This means that
the Saturday 134 service will be almost the same as on
Mondays to Fridays except the last buses will be at
16.45 from Goring and 17.10 from Wallingford (as at
present). Please always check the website
www.goingforwardbuses.com for up to date information
on all Going Forward services.
A normal service over the Christmas and New Year period is planned, except there won’t be any services on
Christmas Day, Boxing Day or New Year’s Day.
Roy McMillan
07770592667, roy.c.mcm@gmail.com

Some Articles In This Month’s Issue…
South Stoke 200 Club
Letters To The Editor
South Stoke Community
Christmas Card 2019
Christmas Cracker
Shop News
Christmas Tree Recycling
Support Our Advertisers
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South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 8
Pages 12 - 15
Page 16
December 2019

1

Planning Applications In South Stoke

South Stoke 200 Club

The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the
following comments to be
taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons’. If you have views
about any planning application, you are encouraged
to submit them to the
South Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make
representation to the Parish Council.

The November draw took place on Monday 11th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:

New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
None at the time of publication.
Pending Decision by SODC


P19/S2865/RM - Land at Woodcote Road South Stoke
RG8 0JJ. Application for approval of reserved matters
relating to appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
following application P17/S3206/O for residential
development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated works,
including access. (As amended by Site Plan PP1012-A,
Soft Landscape Plan 0747.1.1 Rev D, Landscape
Visual Impact Assessment V4 01.10.19 and Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal Update 2019 and amended
Construction Method Statement and visibility splays
accompanying email from agent received 15 October
2019 and Arboricultural Method Statement updated
October 2019 and Drainage Plan 003 Revision P9)
Discharge of conditions 1-16 on application ref. P17/
S3206/O. 1 - Submission of RM and commencement, 2
- Approved plans 3 - Dwellings not to exceed 5 , 4 -Mix
of dwellings. 5 - Landscaping scheme, 6 - Tree
protection 7 - Biodiversity enhancement and mitigation
8 - Surface water drainage, 9 - Access 10 - Vision
splay, 11 - Construction Traffic Management Plan 12 No surface water drainage to highway 13 - Details of
refuse and recycling storage, 14 - Fire Hydrants 15 Hours of operation, 16 - Construction Method Statement THE PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED TO THE
APPLICATION (see SODC website for details).

Decisions by SODC
None at the time of publication.
--For further detail about these or any planning
application, please refer to the South Oxford District
Council website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£97)
(£73)
(£48)
(£24)

Siân Rasmussen
Marcus Exley
Jane Lindley
Jamie Turner

The December draw will take place on Friday 20th during the annual village Christmas Cracker.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we
support and your good deed can reward you too.
Anyone over the age of 16 can join and you are able to
buy multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more
about the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark
Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

Thank You From Charlotte
Clare and I would like to say a massive thank you to
everyone who supported Charlotte with her bake sale
for the British Heart Foundation. She thoroughly enjoyed the experience and was so excited when she totalled up the £270 collected.
Phil Wortley
Well done, Charlotte, for such a great job. The baked
goods were delicious, and for such a good cause.
Thanks, too, to Ellie and your other helpers (including your
parents!) - Editor

Free-range Bronze and
Organic free-range Bronze
Turkeys and Turkey
Crowns
Order from
South Stoke Shop
Delivery will be
22nd December
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

December 2019

2

South Stoke Housing Development
Project Update

Unfortunately there is nothing further to advise at the
moment as we are still waiting for the land-owner and
their preferred developer to come to a legal agreement
on how each of them would be prepared to proceed
financially. The land-owner – the Oxford Diocese –
continues to advise that such an agreement is close, so
it is a matter of wait and see. Please continue to watch
this space. As soon as there is anything further to
report it will appear in this newsletter.
We met in the Village Hall on Tuesday 12th November.
We were pleased to welcome one visitor and our
speaker, Peter Halman. After covering WI business
Peter gave a very enjoyable talk entitled The Thames
from Oxford to Windsor.

Roy McMillan
Chairman, Housing Development Project Group
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
07770592667

Letters To The Editor

His delightful photos covered many of the attractive
sights along the Thames and some of the history of the
area we know so well.

Missing Christmas Cracker This Year

November saw South Stoke WI celebrate its 101st
birthday. Two of our members also had birthdays in
November. We held a Book Sale for WI funds and
finished the afternoon with a delicious afternoon tea.

Smudgeroony the village loony here.

Next month our Christmas Meeting on the 10th
December will be a musical afternoon. The Didcot
Divas will entertain us with a selection of songs and we
will finish the afternoon with a raffle and of course
afternoon tea. Our Christmas Charity this year is for
Orla, a young Langtree student who has undergone
major surgery on her spine.
Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com

We have a band of ringers coming from Tytherington in
Gloucestershire on Saturday 7th December at 3.45pm.
Their aim is to ring a birthday quarter peal in celebration of one of their band.
On Monday 16th we are to hold a joint practice with
Goring between 7:00 and 8:15pm followed by a pint or
two in the Perch & Pike where a group of hand-bell
ringers await to entertain us with carols. This is open to
all villagers to have a sing song and to try hand-bell
ringing.
We aim to ring at all the main church services over the
Christmas period, this will include the Carol and Christmas Day services.
In addition we are to ring in the New Year at Midnight.
This has not materialized over the last few years and
the appetite was there to resurrect it again this year.
We will ring from 11:45pm until one minute to 12:00pm,
allow the hour to strike and then ring for another 15
minutes.
Lastly from myself and all the other ringers we wish all
villagers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and thank you for your continuing support.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

I am sorry that I will not be able to perform at this year’s
Christmas Cracker owing to ill health. But I’ll get you
going next year, so you ain’t off scot-free. Warning Santa could go on strike this year: he’s found a clause
in his contract, plus Rudolf is going in for a nose job.
Don’t worry kids, Captain Kirk and Mr Spock will beam
down all your pressies on time.
Merry Christmas to all you Cracker fans, and a Happy
New Year.
Dave Smith
***
Re-Think The Firework Extravaganza?

Bell Ringing In December

Robert Small
Tower Captain

Hi folks.

It is the day after the PA firework extravaganza on the
recreation ground and I have just returned from a two
mile walk. Time of writing 11am. This is relevant as the
after effects of the event are in the air which near to the
recreation ground is quite acrid. No wind this morning
which makes the air quality worse.
Given the worldwide concern over climate change and
air quality, have we reached the point where this type of
event needs a rethink. Our two cats were terrified and
shaking during the firework display and then took an
hour or so to settle down. The decibel level has reached
frightening proportions.
Readers should feel free to Google the polluting effects
of fireworks and bonfires, and they will find that studies
show a significant increase in particulate levels, CO2
and quantities of insoluble and soluble chemicals are
dumped on the surrounding houses, gardens and even
the spectators. The soluble chemicals end up in the
water course, rivers and allotments.
Greta Thunberg has inspired children all over the world
to take action and no doubt South Stoke School, which
is the beneficiary of this event, takes a keen interest in
climate change as do all schools. I would ask the PA
and parents to think about these matters as we are all
being encouraged to change our ways.
Reno Gatto
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REMINDER:
Carol Service At St Andrew’s

Christmas Carols On The Rec
This year, there are no fixed plans for any carols on the
recreation ground on Christmas Eve.
The event take quite a bit of work before and after, so if
you would like to see it happen and are able to help this
year, please contact Phil and Clare Wortley 01491
875377 or via e-mail to philwortley@mac.com. If the
event goes ahead, we will post on the village notice
boards, facebook and via the village email distribution
list.
Phil Wortley

The Christmas Carol Service this year will be on Sunday
22nd December from 4pm. If a young member of your
family or a young person you know would like to read
one of the Nine Lessons, please let Michael Codner
know at MichaelC@rusi.org. I’ll post it also on the South
Stoke Facebook Group.
Though I am no longer a Church Warden, Lou Verrill
has asked me to take this forward.
Mike Codner

South Stoke Community Christmas Card 2019
If you would like to participate in the 2019 South Stoke Community Christmas
Card (a village Christmas card from villagers to villagers) to raise funds for the
phone box project. Please fill in the box below with a seasonal message and
return to The Village Shop, The Perch and Pike or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry
Rd with a suggested donation of £5 and we will do the rest.
Please return your messages and donations by Sunday December 8th
2019 - use the form below, fitting your message in the box provided.
If you have any questions or would like to help please do get in touch.
Clare Wortley
Cavendish Cottage
clarewortley@mac.com
875377

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Love Where You Live:
Buy Local This Christmas
We now are taking festive food orders!
Support local suppliers and save time, petrol and the
queues at the supermarket! Festive Foods to order
Walters Turkeys – fabulous award winning turkeys that
year-on-year prove more and more popular. If you
haven’t tried one already I thoroughly recommend you
give them a try this year. We can organise free range
turkeys and organic turkeys as well as crowns. The
deadline for turkey orders is TUESDAY 10th
DECEMBER. All turkeys will be delivered to the shop on
Sunday 22nd December this year.

Ray Park Butchers - Gammons & Hams (cooked and
uncooked, glazed and unglazed) and other joints
including beef can be ordered through Ray Park at
Cholsey. Don’t forget sausage meat, chipolatas etc can
all be delivered to the shop in time for Christmas.
Deadline for these order is Thursday 12th December.
The Garden Room Flower Company - Wreaths and
table arrangements are available to order. Please call
Sarah directly on 07340 010534 and quote South Stoke
Community Shop to discuss your requirements.
To place your orders or if you have any queries, please
email Julescostello@btinternet.com.

Christmas & New Year Opening Hours

Sunday 22nd Dec – TURKEY & FESTIVE ORDER
COLLECTIONS open till 3pm
Mon 23rd Dec –
Normal hours
Christmas Eve –
9am to noon
Christmas Day –
Closed
Boxing Day –
Closed
Friday 27th Dec –
Normal hours 9am to 5pm
Sarah Butlers Cakes & Whole Quiches - Sarah’s
delicious iced Christmas cakes are available to pre-order Saturday 28th Dec – Normal hours 9am to 4pm
Sunday 29th Dec – Normal hours 9am to noon
in three different sizes:
Monday 30th Dec – Normal hours 9am to 5pm
Large Iced Loaf Cake £22.99
New Years Eve –
9am till 12 noon
Medium Iced Loaf
£ 9.00
New Years Day –
Closed
Gift size loaf cake
£ 3.75
Thur 2nd Jan –
Normal hours resume.
Examples of the cakes are available to view in store.
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables - Don’t fight for the last few
sprouts at the supermarket! Place your orders with the
shop for all your fresh fruit and vegetable requirements
from Dudmans.

Quiches – Whole quiches for 8 – 10 people are also
available to order in the following flavours: Quiche
Lorraine, Roasted Vegetable & Brie & Bacon.
Deadline for Sarah’s orders is Monday 9th December.
Blackwoods of Henley - Their delicious hand-raised
turkey and ham pie has been a huge hit with the village
for the last few years with many of you already placing
your orders!
The pie comes in one size and weighs approximately
2.2kg and would serve a minimum of 12 people. The
cost per pie is £28.99 but we are happy to sell half a pie
if you have fewer mouths to feed! The cost is £14.50.
Ridgeway Beers - take advantage of our special
Christmas promotion box exclusive to South Stoke
Shop. Case of 8 Christmas branded beers (2 of each)
for just £16.00 a case! That is a whopping saving of
over £8.00 on the full retail price. Please email me
Julescostello@btinternet.com to order your box.
Delivery will be to the shop on the weekend of 14th/15th
December and also the 22nd December.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Prosecco & Presents

A big thank you to all of you who supported our Festive
Shopping Evening at the village hall last Thursday
evening. We had a good selection of independent
traders welcoming back some old friends and also some
new faces. All the stalls were delighted with the footfall
and hopefully, if you made it along, you managed to
make a small dent in your Christmas gift list.
A big thank you to all of you who helped to make the
event a success: Ann Powell for ensuring the Prosecco
flowed and Sally Woodall for selling raffle tickets for us.
Thank you also to all of the ladies who donated prizes
for the raffle and to Trudy Scarratt and Sue Sarjent for
helping with the shop stall. And to all the other
volunteers who helped to set up the stalls for the traders,
cleared up the debris (in the cold and rain!) afterwards.
The Perch & Pike was full of girls from the village and
visitors to the hall that evening which rounded the event
off beautifully. Big thanks to Simon and team for
hosting.
Jules Costello
Julescostello@btinternet.com
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Keep Our Footpaths Open – Update
Readers will remember the piece in last month’s newsletter and the map showing the five routes that many
Parishioners say that they have used and do use on a
regular basis, and would like the Parish Council (PC) to
progress an application to have them recognised as permissive pathways or Rights of Way.

for use in the future, CCC own the land - or in two cases
most of the land - that four of them traverse. The only
one of the five routes that does not involve CCC land, is
the short route, beside the railway embankment, between Ferry Road and the Recreation Ground.

A meeting was held on 5th November between repreCo-incidentally at this time, Savills, the land agents for
sentatives of the PC and two representatives of Savills.
Christ Church College (CCC), contacted the PC with a
At the meeting I attended the section in which the pathrequest to meet with some representatives of the PC to ways were discussed. The outcome of the discussion on
discuss several items of mutual interest. Amongst these pathways, was an agreement by the Savills representawere pathways and the on-going project about Rights of tives that they would take away details of the four routes
Way. Many readers will be aware that CCC are a major in question and give consideration to the issue with a
landowner in South Stoke and indeed own nearly half of view to arriving at a response from CCC - and maybe
the total green field land area within the Parish bounda- some form of accommodation on the matter - by no later
ry, including much land that rings the built-up area
than the PC’s January 2020 meeting date.
around the village itself.
Roy McMillan
Of the five routes that are being considered for protected RoW Project

Salt, Anyone?
The Council has delivered a stock of salt to be used in the winter
to assist in keeping the roads and pavements clearer in the event
of snow and ice. The salt bins in the village will be topped up,
but if there are some who are not near a salt bin that would like to
have a bag to be kept by you, please let our Clerk know
(clerk@southstoke.org or drop a note into the shop clearly
marked to the attention of the Clerk, with your contact details).
This is an annual service provided by the County Council to help
all Parishes as they prepare for the winter months.
Bryan Urbick, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Free Parking In Run-Up To Christmas
Drivers in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse
can benefit from free parking in district council car parks
on certain days in December.
The annual free parking tradition is provided by South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils to
encourage people to shop locally for their Christmas
presents. The free parking days allocated to each area
are agreed with the individual town councils depending
on which day would best suit local traders.
Free Christmas parking days also means people don’t
have to pay to park if they wish to catch up with friends
and family in the pubs, cafés and restaurants during the
festive period.
Drivers will be able to park without paying for a ticket in
South and Vale car parks on the following days next
month:
South Oxfordshire
Didcot – Mondays (9, 16, 23 December)
Goring – Saturdays (7, 14, 21 December)
Henley – Tuesdays (3, 10, 17 December)
Thame – Saturdays (7, 14, 21 December)
Wallingford -Thursdays (5, 12,19 December)

HOLD THE DATE:
Lady Audley’s Secret
Lady Audleys Secret is an original Victorian Melodrama
adapted from a popular romantic novel of the day.
A young servant girl has
caught the eye of Sir Michael
Audley and becomes his wife.
She takes to the aristocratic
life like a duck to water. Unfortunately she has a secret.
She is already married and
takes extraordinary measures
to protect her secret.
This production is in the form
of a studio recording of a radio
play in the style of the 1940’s.
Actors are in evening dress
and carrying scripts. There is
a pair of foley artists producing
the sound effects and on a
number of occasions they recruit members of the audience to help them.
The audience are seated at tables and food will be provided in the interval.

Vale of White Horse
Abingdon – Saturdays (7, 14, 21 December)
Faringdon – Saturdays (7, 14, 21 December)
Wantage – Saturdays (7, 14, 21 December)
On the above days there’s no need to display a ticket.
Parking is also free on a Sunday in many of the councilowned town centre car parks in South and Vale please check the tariff boards in car parks for further
details.

HOLD THE DATE: Saturday 25th January 2020 at South
Stoke Village Hall, 7.30pm start. The cost is £15 for a
ticket, including a platter of cold meats and cheeses and
some canapes. There will also be a cash bar. Tickets
available at the Shop. An evening not to be missed!

For details on parking in southern Oxfordshire visit:
southoxon.gov.uk/parking
whitehorsedc.gov.uk/parking
Communications Team
South Oxfordshire District Council
Vale of White Horse District Council

Poppies
This year in South Stoke the
house-to-house collection
raised £592.34. This, together with the Remembrance
Day collection from St Andrew’s of £348.75, brought
the total to £941.09. Thank
you to all those who donated
and all those who collected
and especially to Rosie
Casbeard who collected a
record £178.09.
The Royal British Legion provides lifelong support for the
Armed Forces community - serving men and women,
veterans, and their families. It is good to know that
South Stoke has been able to send them getting on for
a thousand pounds.
Sarah Thompson
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

December 2019

8

Victims First

Video Launch to Help Young People
Spot the Signs of Relationship Abuse
Victims First, which supports victims of crime and abuse
across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, has
today (5/11) launched a video to raise awareness of
coercive control and emotional abuse in relationships.
Following on from Victims First’s ‘Know It Isn’t Love’
campaign launched in February this year, the video, Don’t
Disappear’ highlights the red flags to look out for in a
relationship which can be the warning signs of controlling
behaviour and abuse.
Coercive control became a criminal offence in 2015 and
involves an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats,
humiliation and intimidation or other abuse by a perpetrator
that is used to harm, punish or frighten their victim.
Although many people associate domestic abuse with
physical violence, coercive control recognises the
damaging impact of other forms of abuse in relationships
as well.
‘Don’t Disappear’ follows the story of Jamie and Emma,
from the seemingly loving early stages of their relationship,
to the development of abusive behaviour.
Although anyone can be a victim of coercive control, ‘Don’t
Disappear’ is particularly aimed at younger people who
may have less experience of relationships or people who
are at the beginning of a relationship, to raise awareness
of the red flags which at the time, may be missed or
misinterpreted as acceptable behaviour.
The video covers a range of controlling behaviours
exhibited from Jamie to Emma including:







Jealousy and possessiveness including accusations of
flirting and cheating
Isolating her from her family and friends
Controlling the use of her phone and social media
Constantly checking on her whereabouts
Sudden outbursts of anger and mood changes, and
Love bombing - showering her with excessive affection
and attention in order to retain control

EU Citizens

Apply now for right to remain in UK
If you are a European Union citizen living or working in
the UK, you might be wondering what will happen when
the United Kingdom leaves the EU and
what you should do so that you have the
right to remain in this country.
The government has set up a programme called the EU Settlement
Scheme which is intended for you.
There is no charge for applying to this
scheme. Citizens of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland can also apply. It is important that you apply NOW, without waiting until the
UK actually leaves. You can begin the process here:
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/
applying-for-settled-status
If your application is successful you will be able to continue living in the UK after 30 June 2021. You will also
have the right to work in the UK, use the National
Health Service, get access to benefits and pensions if
you are eligible, and travel in and out of the country. There is more information about your rights on the
government website.
The new deadline for the UK to leave the EU is 31 January 2020 but it is still unclear exactly how it will take
place, especially in view of the general election in December.
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, you will need to
be living in the UK BEFORE it leaves the EU in order to
apply.
Check the Citizens Advice website at: https://
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/staying-in-theuk-after-brexit
South Oxfordshire District Council also has up-to-date
advice on www.southoxon.gov.uk/brexit

Although in this example Emma is the victim, both men and
women can be victims or perpetrators of coercive control
which can take place in heterosexual and same sex
relationships.

You can visit Citizens Advice in person or call us on
Adviceline (0300 330 9042). For locations of offices and
opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/
oxfordshire-south-vale

Other examples of coercive control include, depriving
someone of basic needs, monitoring their time and
activities, taking control over aspects of their everyday life
such as where they can go or who they can see,
humiliating, degrading or dehumanising someone,
controlling their finances and making threats or intimidating
behaviour.

Darius Halpern
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau

Matthew Barber, Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner
said “The impact of coercive and controlling relationships
on victims can be damaging and long term; affecting their
health, wellbeing and future relationships.
“Responses from our previous survey of victims in the
Thames Valley showed that over half the abusive
relationships began when the victim was under the age of
25. A primary aim of ‘Don’t Disappear’ therefore is to help
young people identify and recognise abusive behaviours.”
Don’t Disappear can be viewed on the Victims First website
www.victims-first.org.uk, on You Tube at https://youtu.be/
d6rt8w5HBWw or on the Victims First Facebook page
@VictimsFirstTV. Contact Victims First on 0300 1234
148.”
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Rail Timetable Changes
Major timetable changes to Great Western Railway services starting on Sunday 15 December. About one in
three evening rush-hour fast trains from Paddington will
NOT stop at Reading.
Not only will train times be changing, the calling patterns
for many services may also be different. For instance,
about one in three evening rush-hour fast trains from
Paddington will NOT stop at Reading.
GWR suggests everyone should check their journeys
and to spread the message about the changes, details
are on the GWR website (www.gwr.com). As well as the
big changes from 15 December, there will also be a temporary timetable in place while Network Rail work on
infrastructure upgrades over Christmas and New Year.
There is more information on www.gwr.com/Christmas.
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Greenland: An Ice-Cold Topic
Do you remember a sunny morning, perhaps in a village nomics, culture. Language and just about everything
school classroom in the later 1940s or perhaps early
else. Most of the small towns and settlements of Green1950s children singing:
land are based on the shoreline, a basis for sea borne
communication perhaps fishing and light industry. But
From Greenland’s icy mountains
the rugged mountainous terrain means there are few
From India’s coral strand
interconnecting roads and no railways. This is Danish
Where Afric’s sunny fountains
sovereign territory (although there is a certain moveRoll down their golden sand
ment for independence) and much in the country deThis hymn was written by Reginald Heber later Bishop
pends on an annual subsidy of 400 million euros to surHeber in 20 minutes as requested by his father-in-law in vive.
1810, allegedly for an ensuing church service. It has all
With many lonely fjords and a wild and empty fretted
the sentiments and characteristics of its period. Incisea-coast how do politics and geography mix? A Danish
dentally two lines in particular have been incorporated
frigate creeps noiselessly through a quiet waterway.
into English everyday language ( well almost ’ everyShowing the flag? But
day’ , if you are out walking in the countryside staring at
who is within 50 miles or
an ugly man made object).
more to see it? (One for
‘where every prospect pleases and only Man is
the pub quiz: Which
vile’
Scandinavian country
flag is the only one not to
Powerful stuff,
have a cross on it-the
eh?
Greenlandic one.)
But who would
Isolation and lack of ophave imagined in
portunity coupled with
those far off days
long winter nights leads
actually visiting
to high levels of suicide
the place, so reand depression and almote a great blob
cohol addiction. Can you
of white on that
live off fantastic scenery
long past classand landscapes?
room Mercator
projection of the
(Now I know where Paramount Pictures gets its opening
world (itself besmirched with pink everywhere) looking
sequence from, less the stars of course.)
like the world’s biggest island. And now Mr Trump wants
Of course, the melting ice cap has a flip side in attractto buy it only the Danes have turned him down. Of
ing tourists to small boat ventures into the ice fields.
course, the Americans already have an air force base
Wildlife, whale spotting? Yes, but how many harbours
continuously active since 1943 at Thule on the northcan accommodate cruise ships alongside and there are
west coast of Greenland 1207 km (750ml) North of the
not many hotels. Inbound investment? Well there is
Arctic Circle.
plenty of sunshine glancing off the ice but not many
Well let’s take a few facts. Greenland is big, very big, at days of it so where is that sort of huge capital sum com836,000 square miles about a third the size of Australia ing from?
and by some accounts ( assuming Australia is a contiNow for my favourite bit, the local language. Here it is
nent) the second biggest in the world after Antarctica. It
Greenlandic (Kalaallisut), an Inuit language and totally
has however a tiny population of 58,000 spread thinly
different from Danish. Lots of long words built up by
along the coast and in the capital Nuuk. 80% of the land
stringing together roots and suffixes.
mass is covered in an ice cap or glaciers with 280 billion
tons of ice lost very year since 2002. (source Sunday
Last word on lanTimes 25/08/19) one could go on quoting amazing figguage. What a
ures.
pleasure to note in
Iceland, where the
The more one travels (as in
language is virtually
my recent trip to Iceland
unchanged from the
and Greenland) the more
ancient Old Norse,
one marvels even travelling
two letters we don’t
on your own doorstep.
have or more to the
Landscape, colours, weathpoint have lost in
er, people, culture, lanModern English, the
guage so many angles and
‘thorn’ and the ‘eth’.
levels to notice, to think
The former roughly corresponds to the ‘th’ in ‘the’ or
about, to explore and in‘thou’. It was in use in Medieval times but when abbrevivestigate.
ated into a squiggle it became the ‘ye’ in Ye Olde LeathIt often starts with geogra- erne Bottel. Amazing!
phy, the science of place,
The Reflective Traveller
and from that politics, ecoSouth Stoke Parish Newsletter
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News From The Goring Library

Wallingford Museum Bookshop

December 2019
I am now coming to the end of my first year as the Library
Manager in Goring. It has been an exciting time and I have
learnt a lot. I would like to say a big thank you to everyone
for such a warm welcome from both customers and
volunteers alike. Please do pop in to see me next time you
are in the village to borrow some books, browse the
newspapers or just say hello!
If you have visited us in the past month you might have
seen our wonderful Remembrance Day display of
handmade poppies and, although not quite as large as the
Tower of London’s display, it still looked truly marvellous.
Thanks to all the Year 3 children at Goring Primary School
and all the Friends of Goring Library who made a poppy for
the display.
On 22 January 2020 we will be hosting an IT advice coffee
morning. So if you are given a new gadget for Christmas
which causes you any befuddlement, or you have any
general questions or problems with any aspect of the
internet, then do call on 01491 873028 to book a 30 minute
slot. As an added bonus, there will be plenty of cake, coffee
and chat.
The Friends of Goring Library will continue to run a
programme of author talks throughout 2020 so do
remember to take a look at the noticeboard in the library
the next time you are in to see what’s happening next.
Our monthly stay and play with rhyme time will continue in
the new year. The first date is the 8th January 2020. Come
and play in the Library, sing a few nursery rhymes and
make a craft to take home. All under 5s welcome with their
carers.
Christmas Opening
The Library will be closed from 12.30pm on Christmas Eve
and will reopen on Thursday 2nd January at 9.30am.
Books will not be due back during this period, but you can
renew books by phoning 0845 1202811 or online at
www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk. You will need your library
card number and your PIN number.
You can also post books through the letter box on the
Library door; please make sure they are wrapped in a
carrier bag.
Kate Cheng
Manager, Goring Library
01491 873028
kate.cheng@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm &
2.00pm - 7.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm &
2.00pm - 5.00pm
9.30am - 12.30pm &
2.00pm - 5.00pm
9.30am - 1.00pm
Closed

In the meantime, book-lovers
and present-seekers should
make a point of visiting Wallingford Museum’s bookstall
while the museum is closed
for its winter refurbishment.
We have an excellent selection of good second-hand
books (both fiction and non-fiction) at sensible prices.
We’ll be open through December, January and February - every Friday from 10.30 to 3.00, and every
Saturday from 10.30 to 1.00.
We look forward to seeing you - it's free to browse!
Isabella Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

No TWHAS talk in December - advance notice of
TWHAS talk for January, below:-

‘Oxford's Penicillin’ - a TWHAS talk
Think penicillin is just thanks to Fleming? Think again!
When Alexander Fleming was awarded a Nobel Prize
in 1945, he shared it with Howard Florey and Ernst
Chain. Why? Because while Fleming first observed
and named penicillin, it was Florey, Chain and a group of scientists working in Oxford who developed it into a viable drug. In
this talk Curator Without Museum will tell the story of the life
saving work carried out in the
Dunn School, the wartime struggles the scientists faced and the
experiences of the first patients
to be treated with penicillin.
Our speaker, Marie-Louise Kerr has over 15 years'
experience of working in the heritage sector, including
10 years as a curator looking after museum collections and developing exhibitions. She has cared for a
wide variety of collections such as regimental, textile,
social history, archaeology and the history of science.
Every object holds a story, and the love of discovering this information and sharing it with others is what
drives a curator. Researching artefacts is the area of
museum work that Marie-Louise enjoys the most and
is one of the reasons she decided to follow this career. Finding herself between collections, developing
and presenting public talks seemed the natural next
step.
This talk to The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) will be held on Wednesday
8th Jan, 7.45 for 8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.

Closed on Bank Holidays. Out of hours returns available - except Christmas, New Year and Easter. 24-hours
renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

As usual, Wallingford Museum will close for its winter
break (Dec, Jan and Feb) to prepare exciting new
exhibitions for next year. The Museum will re-open on
3rd March 2020.

Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Katharine Keats-Rohan
www.twhas.org.uk
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Local Electrician Sparks Up 80 Years in Business
Family-run business Wheelers Electrical Contractors based
in Cholsey, Oxfordshire are celebrating their 80th Anniversary this year. Originally founded by Charles (Charlie)
Wheeler at the onset of World War II in 1939, the business
has now grown to employ 12 people in the local area.

Kevin Howells, Managing Director said: “We are so proud
to have reached this milestone and believe that the reason
for our success is our focus on quality. All our electricians
are directly employed which means we can ensure a consistently high-level of service to our loyal customers.”

In the 1960s Wheelers was bought by Mr DW Chandler,
the father-in-law of current Managing Director and owner
Kevin Howells. Today the business provides services to
clients in the domestic, agriculture, education and commercial sectors across Oxfordshire and Berkshire.

Wheelers are members of the National Inspection Council
for Electrical Installation Contracting (NICEIC) and they are
technically inspected on an annual basis to ensure standards remain for installation regulation standards. They are
also members of the Electrical Contractors Association
(ECA).

Having seen a lot of change over the years, the company
has evolved and developed by investing in their people and
Congratulations on 80 years, and thank you for your contintheir skills. Their latest initiative has been to train their staff
ued support of our newsletter! - Editor
on the installation of electric vehicle charging points.

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in December 2019
December 1st 11.15am Advent Family service in
St Andrew’s
4.00pm Evensong at St Thomas’
Goring
December 3rd

2.30pm Prayer Meeting at
Crossways

December 8th 11.15am Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)
December 15th 11.15am Morning Prayer (BCP)
December 18th 9.00am School Carol Service.
Adults welcome.
10.30am Coffee Morning in St
Andrew’s

December 5th

Community Building
Committee Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

December 10th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, from 2.15pm)

December 12th

General Election
(Polling Station at
Village Hall)

December 20th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm with
cash bar open from
7.00pm)

December 22nd

Christmas Carol Service
(St Andrew’s, 4.00pm)

nd

December 22 11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)
4.00pm Carol Service with
mulled wine and mince
pies to follow
December 24th 9.45pm Christmas Eve late
evening Communion

2020

December 25th 11.00am Christmas Family
Communion (prompt
finish)
December 29th 10.30am United Benefice Service
at St Mary’s Streatley.
No service at St
Andrew’s.

January 13th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

January 25th

Lady Audley’ Secret:
A Victorian Melodrama
See page 8 for details.
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after all
services. Evening prayers are held every Wednesday
at 4.30 pm at a home in the village. Details to be given
on the preceding Sunday.
The Benefice Office can be contacted Monday to
Thursday mornings until noon. The telephone number
is 01491 875651. Friday mornings is 07502 194674.
See www.thomandmary.org.uk, with emails to
vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.

May 8th

HOLD THE DATE
VE Day Street Party

Work will commence soon on re-gilding the Clock-face
of the Village clock. The generosity of Gardens Festival
in August and from some generous gifts. Scaffolding to
access the clock-face has been raised in part, but there
is still a need for some funds for the scaffolding.

Harry Hogg & Lou Verrill, Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. Deadline
for the January issue: Monday 23 December 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

December 2019

16

