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Bell Ringing
We are to ring the bells on Saturday 16th November
between 3:00 - 4:30pm to gain experience at ‘call
change ringing’ with an offer of tuition from the Goring
ringers.
‘Call change ringing’ differs from method ringing in that
there is a caller instructing the ringers to change the
position of the bells every 6 or more strokes. When
rung correctly, the changes should be crisp with no
clashing or gaps.
As an example, if ringing
rounds 1-2-3-4-5-6 the caller
calls 5 to 3 and the order then
becomes 1-2-3-5-4-6. The
next call could be 3 to 1, so
the order then is 1-3-2-5-4-6
and so on.
It should be an interesting afternoon!
As a footnote, for a number
of years (if asked) we rang the
bells for any villager who had
a special birthday or anniversary to celebrate. This tailed off because of the lack of
ringers. We would like to resurrect that now we have a
full band, so do give me a telephone call or send an
email. We can have a chat and then maybe you could
be sipping champagne in the garden with the bells
ringing out on your special day.
Robert Small
robandsue1975@btinternet.com
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Open Day
We held a very useful public consultation on Saturday
12th October about the proposed Community Building
on the Recreation Ground. It was a wet and cold day
which limited the number of people prepared to trudge
through the puddles but we had fifty brave souls
attend. They had the opportunity to look at a number of
display boards, to look at the proposed plans for the
building, to watch a couple of videos of similar buildings
built by the builder we have selected, and to give their
feedback.
We had about thirty feedback forms returned. They
have been broadly very supportive of the project and
provided some very useful views and ideas.
We are holding open the window for returning feedback
forms until Sunday November 24th. You can find copies
of the feedback form and all the displays and plans in
this newsletter (pages 7-14) and on the village web site.
You might also like to see more about the proposed
builder, Kingswell Buildings Ltd, by looking at their web
site https://www.kingswellbuildings.co.uk/. In particular,
have a look at their videos of similar buildings.
You can put feedback forms through the door at 13
Wallingford Road, or send them via e-mail
to clerk@southstoke.org.uk. You can also leave them
in the shop, though please clearly mark the envelope
for the Clerk, South Stoke Parish Council.
The consultation thus far has been a very useful exercise. I would like to thank everyone who attended, Mark
& Diana for the use of the display boards, Laura & Phil
for the IT support, Bryan for all the lovely graphics and
the Community Building Committee members for giving
up their Saturday and helping to talk about and explain
the project.
Geoff Ward
Chairman, Community Building Committee
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South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’,
‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the following comments to be taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this application
for the following reasons’. If
you have views about any
planning application, you are
encouraged to submit them to the South Oxfordshire
District Council. You may also make representation to
the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
None at the time of publication.
Pending Decision by SODC


P19/S2865/RM - Land at Woodcote Road South Stoke
RG8 0JJ. Application for approval of reserved matters
relating to appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
following application P17/S3206/O for residential
development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated works,
including access. (As amended by Site Plan PP1012-A,
Soft Landscape Plan 0747.1.1 Rev D, Landscape
Visual Impact Assessment V4 01.10.19 and Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal Update 2019 and amended
Construction Method Statement and visibility splays
accompanying email from agent received 15 October
2019 and Arboricultural Method Statement updated
October 2019 and Drainage Plan 003 Revision P9)
Discharge of conditions 1-16 on application ref. P17/
S3206/O. 1 - Submission of RM and commencement, 2
- Approved plans 3 - Dwellings not to exceed 5 , 4 -Mix
of dwellings. 5 - Landscaping scheme, 6 - Tree
protection 7 - Biodiversity enhancement and mitigation
8 - Surface water drainage, 9 - Access 10 - Vision
splay, 11 - Construction Traffic Management Plan 12 No surface water drainage to highway 13 - Details of
refuse and recycling storage, 14 - Fire Hydrants 15 Hours of operation, 16 - Construction Method Statement THE PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED TO THE

APPLICATION (see SODC website for details).

Decisions by SODC
None at the time of publication.
--For further detail about these or any planning
application, please refer to the South Oxford District
Council website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

Free-range Bronze and
Organic free-range Bronze
Turkeys and Turkey
Crowns
Order from
South Stoke Shop
Delivery will be
22nd December
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The October draw took place on Monday 14th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£97)
(£73)
(£48)
(£24)

Diana Hathaway
June Smith
Angela Exley
William Higgs

The November draw will take place on Monday 11th in
the Perch & Pike at 8.00pm.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we
support and your good deed can reward you too.
Anyone over the age of 16 can join and you are able to
buy multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more
about the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark
Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

South Stoke Housing Development
Project Update

Representatives of the Parish Council and the Project
Group met with representatives of the Diocese and
Rectory Homes (RH) on 8th October.
I can summarise the current position at the time of
writing this update (28.10.2019) is that we are still
waiting for the Diocese and RH to advise us that they
have concluded the agreements between themselves.
This would then allow RH to progress the various
surveys, etc that will be needed to support any future
planning application.
We are still unsure how such agreements will include
for, or otherwise, agreement from the Parish Council
(PC) of any finalised scheme. It is the PC aim to ensure
that Parishioners and the PC will be legally secure in
regards to the terms and conditions needed in order to
support such a development.
Assuming that the agreements and securities are
forthcoming, it is unlikely that we can expect to hold a
final Parishioner Consultation on this Project before the
first Quarter of next year. We will, though, continue to
provide updates in each newsletter - so please continue
to watch this space.
Roy McMillan
Chairman, Housing Development Project Group
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
07770592667
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Christmas Shopping Evening

Get A Head Start On Your Festive Shopping
South Stoke Village Hall
Thursday 21st November, 6pm
Lots of lovely gift ideas including jewellery, homemade
Christmas puds and cakes
from The Homemade Cake
Company, Festive Flora &
Fauna from The Garden Room
Flower Company in Goring,
Award Winning
Gins from
South Stoke’s
Twisting Spirits
& OX44 gins
from
Chalgrove! Gorgeous decorative home
& festive gifts from Wallingford’s Past &
Presents, Little Foxglove Crafts &
Clare’s home made scented candles &
we even have
Pet Portraits to order! All
served with a glass of bubbles!

It Was A Dark, Dismal Night In The Ruins
‘Christmas Day in the workhouse’ was a dramatic ballad
first published in 1877 as a scathing criticism of the
conditions facing the poor in workhouses. This is my poor
imitation of the style. At least they had a roof over their
heads. More than one hundred forty years later, for the
fifteenth year running, people sleep out in the Abbey
Ruins to try to raise funds and awareness of the growing
plight of the homeless. Support Launchpad - the Readingbased Charity that is trying to help. NEWSFLASH: Latest
results of Big Sleep Out is £60,000 raised for Launchpad.
It was a dark dismal night in the ruins
A hundred or more tried to sleep
To raise funds for those that are homeless
So many had tried to dig deep
What harsh selfish world do we live in
Where tramps on the street don’t appal
And those without shelter are growing
Will anyone help them at all?
It turned 1o’clock in the morning
It was then that the rain splattered down
‘Don’t worry it’s only a shower
No-one out here’s going to drown!’
We were lucky it wasn’t torrential
But by four most people were wet
Now I had a home I could go to
A shower, clean clothes I could get

The Perch & Pike are offering
Ladies a special price of
£18.50 for a two course meal
after their Shopping Evening.
Please call them to book –
01491 872415. See you
there!

What do you do if you’ve nothing?
The damp would soon seep in your soul
If you’re homeless its hard to keep living
When the future’s an endless black hole

Private Barbara Eileen Morris
In St Andrew’s Churchyard lies a most interesting
grave; that of Pte Barbara Morris who died in Shenley
Military Hospital in August 1941. Barbara and her
parents had family links in South Stoke and Barbara
volunteered for the ATS. Her sad death in Army
Service came only two years after her father, Herbert
Morris, died in 1939. She is recognized by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but because
she had already been buried and the memorial erected,
no further war-grave was required.
Over the years, we have been less
aware of her war-time service, but
recent research by members of the
South Stoke Historical Society has
brought her to light. This year it is
our intention to remember and
honour Barbara alongside the
soldiers whose names are on the
Village War Memorial and Private
Benjamin Palmer, “the stranger
within our midst”, who was killed on
the Great Western Railway in September 1914.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Keep Our Footpaths Open
The Government is changing the law so that from 2026
it will no longer be possible to claim new rights-of-way
over paths that are not official rights-of-way. This
means that we could easily lose access to them.
South Stoke Parish Council has set up a project to try
to get five well-used local paths made into official rightsof-way, to preserve access for future generations. The
process isn’t easy, and requires additional evidence
than that which we were previously led to believe, from
the people who have used these paths over the last 20
years, or before. To see the identified five local paths,
please see the map on the facing page (page 5).
Oxfordshire County Council has changed its
requirements for evidence and we need to contact the
70 people who have already submitted signed
documentary evidence, and ask them if they can satisfy
the new requirements.

The Armistice Day Act of Remembrance will be on
Sunday 10th November starting at 10.50 am to fit in with
the two minute silence at 11.00am. We will assemble
in St Andrew’s Churchyard for the Act of Remembrance
and afterwards those who wish will proceed into Church
for the morning service.
Harry Hogg
Church Warden

- Chris Bertrand -

It would be appreciated if all of these 70 individuals
contact Roy McMillan, by email, on:
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk.
If there is anyone else who can say they used any of
the 5 paths on the map below in the last 20 years or
before, please could they also contact me at the above
address.
Roy McMillan
South Stoke RoW Project Group
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Christmas Cracker

General Election

Christmas may well seem like it's still a long way away,
but it's never too early to plan ahead. This year, the
ever popular evening of festive family entertainment,
The South Stoke Christmas Cracker will take place on
Friday 20th December, 7:30pm in the Village Hall
(cash bar open from 7pm).

HOLD THE DATE - a hustings is being planned, and
hopefully all the candidates will be willing and able to
attend. The current plan is that it will be held on
Thursday 28th November at St Thomas’ Church,
Goring, from 7.30-9.30pm. All are encouraged to
attend.
Also - because of the upcoming General Election on 12
December and purdah rules - there will be no ‘John
Howell, MP Writes’ in this or the December newsletter.

We know there are lots of talented Villagers out there,
and would welcome anyone who would like to
participate in the show - no audition necessary. Pretty
much anything goes whether it be filling the
audience with laughter in
a comedy sketch, wowing
us with some magic, performing a dance routine,
or dusting off that old
musical instrument you
used to love playing. Maybe your children are keen to
perform and show off their wonderful talent too? There
are no age restrictions when it comes to
entertainment and it's a great way to build on
performance confidence in a safe, friendly and
welcoming environment. For our 'Cracker Veterans'
among you, we look forward to seeing you back on
stage!
For those of you more comfortable on the other side of
the stage, please do join us for an evening of fun and
festive merriment and to support our talented
performers. It is always a Cracking evening and a great
start to the Christmas week.
Entry to the event is FREE and no tickets are required.
As in previous years, we will be supporting the local
Reading charity 'Launchpad', which supports the local
Homeless Community (see more about their work
at www.launchpadreading.org.uk). We are asking the
audience to bring an item for a food bank (non
perishable, and not restricted to food items) which will
be donated to the charity. There will also be a
collection on the evening with proceeds being split
between Launchpad and our local Community Building
Fund.
If you would like to be involved in any way at all please
don't hesitate to contact Fiona
(fiona.linton@doctors.net.uk) or Catherine
(cjarvis@hotmail.com). We look forward to seeing you
all there!
Fiona and Catherine

The Christmas Carol Service this year will be on Sunday
22nd December from 4pm. If a young member of your
family or a young person you know would like to read
one of the Nine Lessons, please
let Michael Codner know at
MichaelC@rusi.org. I’ll post it
also on the South Stoke
Facebook Group.
Though I am no longer a
Church Warden, Lou Verrill has asked me to take this
forward.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The speaker Professor Chris Rhodes gave a very
interesting and informative talk on the subject, and there
was some lively discussion. In his opinion fracking is not
an option in the Uk as we don’t have the wide non-urban
space that countries like the USA have.
We celebrated four birthday’s this month, and finished the
afternoon with a raffle and a delicious afternoon tea
provided by Frances Ayers, Jenny Mansfield and Jean
Dixon.
South Stoke WI hosted the Autumn Group Meeting in the
Village Hall on 17th October at which our speaker John
Stirling’s talk was ‘From Noddy to Buckingham Palace’. A
number of us also went to hear Dame Stella Rimington at
the Oxford Town Hall later in the month.
Our next meeting is on the 12th November when our
speaker Peter Holman will be talking about ‘The Thames
from Oxford to Windsor. We will also have a Book Stall
this month. Visitors welcome.

Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com

Carol Service At St Andrew’s

Mike Codner

We met in the Village Hall on Tuesday 8th October. This
month was an Open Meeting and we invited visitors to join
us as we felt the subject of this meeting ‘Fracking - Friend
or Foe’ is of considerable interest to a number of people.
Only four people took up this offer, 3 husbands and a lady
friend of one of our members.

District Councillor Surgery

Meet our District Councillor, Maggie Filipova-Rivers.
The drop-in surgery is scheduled for Wednesday 13th
November, 5.00pm-7.30pm at the South Stoke Village
Hall. All are welcome.
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Thank You

Compost Take-Away Another Success
The morning of Sunday 20th October found South
Stokers and folks from nearby villages filling their bags,
wheelbarrows, totes and trailers with locally produced
compost.
Big thanks to Martin Bullock for the use of the Glebe
Field as the compost pick-up point. Thank you also to
David Passmore who again offered, free of charge, his
lorry, diverted from its usual destination for the day.
Very special thanks to Mark, Dorothy and Diana
Hathaway. Mark drove to the compost site on the
previous day, and helped many people for the morethan-4 hours of the giveaway. Diana and Dorothy were
there the full hours as well, with extra shovels and lots
of laughs, help and encouragement.
In the end, £212.64 was raised to support Village
projects - a bit less than was donated than at the
previous Take-Away, but the sense of fun and
community spirit was strong - and well worthwhile. We
hope to have our next ‘compost event’ in Spring next
year.
Bryan Urbick
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
bryan.urbick@southstoke.org.uk

Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
Patient Participation Group Open Meeting
“The Future of your Practice”
Saturday 16th November
2.00pm - 3.30pm, Woodcote Village Hall
By popular request we are re-running the open
meeting we held in
June. The session is
again entitled “The
Future of your
Practice”. Dr Simon
Morris (Practice
Executive Partner)
and Dr Ed Capo-Bianco (Partner and South East
Oxfordshire Clinical Director) will provide some vital
insights into the running of the Practice and describe
the pressures on the Practice when faced with
increasing demands and financial constraints. They
will look at the changes that are in the air and how
they will affect the practice. Dr Ed will also talk about
the new eConsult application which will allow you to
consult your doctor via the practice website.
Jeremy Hutchins
Chairman, Patient Participation Group
goringwoodcoteppg@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke Historical Society
Visit To Chalgrove

A welcome tea or coffee and biscuits greeted society
members as we entered St Mary’s Church Chalgrove on
Thursday 17 October. We then enjoyed a superb
presentation by Bob Heath-Whyte covering not only the
magnificent medieval wall paintings in the church but also
those in North Stoke and the 17th century wall painting in
St Andrew’s South Stoke.
This is located on the North aisle
wall in the nave and Bob’s careful
interpretation and shrewd detective work has revealed the text of
the 10th Commandment taken
from the King James’ Bible.
The presentation was so impressive, reflecting many
years of careful research, that it can be difficult to cover all
the details. Three things for me stood out. One was the
iconography, objects, colours and designs indicating
characters and attributes: a sword for power; the medieval
female headdress of barbette, fillet and crespine denoting
a married woman.
The second was the universality of the Holy Scripture
story. Bob showed us direct comparisons of Biblical
episodes in the life and death of Christ between what we
have at Chalgrove and what is found in Italy, Scandinavia
and elsewhere in the European Christian tradition.
My third point was how delicate is the balance between
conservation and restoration. The paintings at Chalgrove
have had extensive work carried out to prevent decay and
fading but at the same time avoiding a restoration based
on justifiable guesswork that would render the whole work,
dare I say it, Disneyesque. What we do have is a
reasonably accurate picture of what a villager of
Chalgrove would have seen in the early years of the 14th
century on entering for Mass. The East end of the chancel,
a kaleidoscope of colour, maybe even gaudy by our tastes
today. A perhaps bewildering series of vivid pictures some
gruesome even frightening. A whole story book and object
lesson for the untutored mind.
Before a welcome lunch at the nearby Red Lion some of
us ventured the short distance outside the village to view
the imposing monument to the Battle of Chalgrove Field
on 18 June 1643. Erected in 1843 by Lord Nugent it
commemorates the battle and also the death of the
renowned Parliamentarian John Hampden foremost in the
struggle between King and Parliament and the will of the
people in the 1640s. Food for thought indeed.

Michael Saunders
November 2019
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Autumn At Withymead

Calling All Cartophiles

Things have been pretty busy at Withymead over the
past couple of months. The new wardens, Pete and
Jade, moved in at the beginning of September. In their
first week, they welcomed Wallingford Green Gym, in
their second week the Forest Schools started back after
the Summer break and now they are working in earnest
to prepare the ground and plant trees following the
award of the Network Rail/TOE2 grant. They are also
keen to get Little Meadow scythed and cleared before
winter sets in.
All of this can be done more efficiently with volunteers,
so if you are interested in helping out then give the
wardens a call on 01491 872265 or email
info@withymead.org. If you can't volunteer but
would like to help out with a donation, why not become a
Friend of Withymead or make a donation on-line.
Withymead Nature Reserve
www.withymead.org

Sonning Common Green Gym
Getting Wired In

Green Gym visited our village once more at the behest
of Chris Bertrand and the Amenities Committee. The
task was to dig a thin trench along the railway fence
and then bury wire netting to deter rabbits coming over.
This meant clearing a good deal of ivy coming below
the fence to prepare for spades and mattocks. Once the
netting was in and the trench back-filled we used plastic
ties to ensure the metal netting was securely attached
to the fence. With 14 members present there was not
enough time in one morning to go all the way along and
hopefully this can be completed on another occasion.
We planted daffodil bulbs along the line of the fence
coming up from the steps where the newly excavated
soil was soft enough. These were kindly donated by
Tony, a member of the group. These should make a
welcome addition to those we already have, in due
course matching those on the shop side of the field.
Michael Saunders

I know you are out there. Who doesn’t love looking at
maps?
On Friday 29th November at 8pm in the South Stoke
Village Hall, John Leighfield is giving an illustrated talk
with special reference to South Stoke and bringing
along some of his maps for you to inspect. He has been
a collector since 1966.
John will cover the earliest primitive maps of Britain, the
revolution in mapping in the 16th century, the maps of
the 18th century, the ordnance survey maps of the 19th
century and how maps of the late 20th and early 21st
centuries have been transformed by the technological
revolution.
Guests are welcome of any age-young and old - £5,
members free.
Which brings me on to mention that MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE. Thank you to those
who have already paid up. The cost is only £12.50. For
that, all the speakers’ meetings are free and members
have access to all our
archive material and books.
You also automatically
become a member of the
Oxfordshire Local History
Association which regularly
sends out a newsletter on
events, exhibitions and
courses that you can attend.
We have also for the first time (thanks to Geoff Ward)
printed a programme for 2019-20 which is given to
members as a receipt of payment.
Come on. We know you want to join. We amazingly
had 55 members last year. Hopefully we can tempt
some more villagers - new and old - and even some
from further afield. Or just become a patron.
Alan Harrison, Janet Jones or Linda Gatto are happy to
take your subscriptions. You can even do it by BACS
transfer just let us know.
Linda Gatto
l.gatto@btinternet.com
01491 874308

Shop Winter Hours
Please make note of the Shop’s Winter Hours (since
Sunday 27th October):

Monday – Friday 9am to 5.00pm

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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9am – 4.00pm

Sunday

9am – 12 noon
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New South Stoke Community Building
Your Chance To Have A Say

This consultation gives you an opportunity to:





View our progress
Ask questions
Express your views
Respond to some specific questions

We welcome hearing your thoughts.

Why not Rebuild on Village Hall
site?





Very restricted access
Too close to neighbours
No parking
Would have difficulty in get planning permission

Does the Hall need to be that big?

The current plan, set by Parish Council, is for 120
Please also look out for a hall and shop questionnaire
seated without stage, 100 seated with stage. This was
coming soon. It will help us apply for grants. We would
felt to be appropriate for South Stoke and to provide for
be grateful if you would please take the time to complete
future growth. Additionally, the new hall will have
the forms
appropriate disabled access.

Since the Last Consultation…

Do we need a Village Shop?

We have listened and worked to adapt the plan
















Reduced the build budget from £1.5M to £750,000
Reduced building
height significantly
Moved the building
away from entrance
road
Investigated PreFabricated building
methods
Contacted ten builders
and had in-depth
discussions with four builders
Kingswell Buildings Ltd was selected
Planned approach to funding
Developed fundraising plans and events
Developed communications plan
Developed village questionnaire

A little bit about Kingswell Buildings Ltd...
Homelodge is a family business that has developed over
the last 43 years. Their commercial building arm
developed into Kingswell Buildings Ltd. Their projects
include Schools, Church & Village halls, Sports
Pavilions and Community
Centres. Their buildings are
eco-friendly, fast to erect,
with excellent thermal and
sound insulation. They offer
a full turn-key solution fully
project managed from
design through to hand over
of keys.




The Village Plan had strong support for shop and the
Village Plan Re-Fresh indicated strong support for a
permanent building.
Shop has proven its viability over 6 years
Playground and shop/café work well together

Do we need a Café?
Teas & Coffees are popular with playground users. The
plan is to start small and prove it works before
expanding.

How were the requirements for the
Community Building established?
The specific requirements for the building have been set
by:





The Parish Council
The Amenities Charity in
consultation with hall and Rec
users
The South Stoke Community
Shop board

This produced a design brief that
was set against a budget reduced
from £1.5m to a build budget of £0.75m.

We are aiming for a building that…




If you want to learn more, have a look at their website
and see videos of some examples of their work – and
feedback from satisfied customers
(www.kingswellbuildings.co.uk/) .






Frequently Asked Questions…
Why not stick with existing Village Hall?
Two surveys have told us that it is uneconomic to repair
and invest in the current village hall. Currently the hall
needs disabled toilets and access to be legally compliant, and because of fire regulations is limited to 60
people maximum.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter




Houses a hall and a shop
Meets the requirements
Has a build project that
can be managed by the
village
Can be built within our
budget
Is eco-friendly
Is easy to maintain
Has minimal impact on
neighbours
Works in an AONB
Is acceptable to planners
and grant providers

Some compromises are inevitable!

November 2019
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Initial feasibility design…

Exterior Finish

Kingswell produced an initial feasibility design that was
reviewed by the Parish Council, Amenities Charity and
Shop Board.




Their major comments/suggestions…

Is the mix of wood and brick right now?













Move the building further
away from boundary
fences and neighbours
Move the meeting room
out of the foyer
Slightly raise the wall
height to allow a stage
Reduce the need for
changing rooms behind
the stage
Confirm a 17.5 degree
roof span to give a low
building height
Ask for more wood facing of walls rather than brick
Ask for more eco-friendly aspects to be considered,
green roof, solar panels, etc
Ask for a courtyard feel in the front of the building

All of the above reflected in our current plans.

How would you change it? What colour(s)
should it be? If a wooden exterior, should it be a
wood-coloured exterior, or painted wood?
What are your thoughts?

Eco-Friendly






Latest Building Designs...








The requirements initially set are largely met
The budget is likely to be met
The build times can be met

The building methods and the level of
insulation are already very ecologically
friendly. For instance, all wood is from
certified self-sustainable sources.
We plan to have air-source heat pumps

How much further should we go?



We are getting close to the designs that can be used for
a Planning Application

The exterior finish can be changed
It could be brick, or wood or any other
suitable material – or combinations of materials.

Solar panels generate electricity but we may not get
an economic payback and the roof slope may be too
low (£15,000)
A Green roof comes at a cost, needs stronger
structures to support the weight, has to be
maintained (may only be £10,000 but the cost of
extra support will outweigh initial costs)
Rainwater harvesting for grey water use requires
filtration and water storage (£3,000 plus installation)
A bore hole could meet grey water needs and
irrigate the Rec (£7,500)

What are your thoughts?

These designs are not final, there are still some
questions to be answered.

Indoor Sports and Games

Meeting Room

We have the opportunity to use the hall for many more
activities. What would interest you?








The plans show a smaller meeting room off
the Hall
The sink in the room allows for use by
nursery or toddler groups or for visiting
medical or similar practitioners
The foyer is large, allowing groups to gather
in advance of dinners or entertainments in
the hall. It also allows for the café business of the
shop to expand during opening hours
But… we could put the meeting room in the foyer
area?











Keep fit, Pilates, Yoga etc
Karate, Judo, Tai Chi
Dance, Dancercise, Zumba
5-a-side football, walking football
Pickle ball, short tennis, table tennis
Short mat bowls
Film nights
U3A classes
Parties, dances, social gatherings

What else? What are your thoughts?

What are your thoughts?

The Shop during the Build

Veranda, Canopy, Courtyard

During the build programme we will have to move the
shop for a period of about 6 months. There are
options…
 We could cease trading for those 6 months
 We could move the shop onto the car park
area of the Rec.
 We could move the shop to the current Village Hall for the build period

The plans show a Canopy around the inner
walls of the building with a floor at the same
level as the rest of the courtyard (no railings)
 A “glass” roof lets light in yet protects from the
rain, etc
 Allows ‘break out’ from the hall and the shop
Do we go further and create a courtyard in the arms of
the L of the building?


What are your thoughts?

Please view the plans and designs on the following pages and then consider the feedback quesDo we create a veranda with a step up and a rail round? tions on pages 13 & 14. To provide feedback,
please complete and return the feedback form.
What are your thoughts?
Do we change the roof material?
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Page 11 shows
computer generated imagery to
give an idea of
how the Community Building
might look—
though there are
options to be
considered in this
consultation.
Pages 12 & 13
should be reviewed together.
The imagery is
intended to give a
‘feel’ for the style
of the various
areas within the
floor plan. Each
area designated
by a number has
corresponding
image(s).
Page 14 shows
the current
proposed floor
plan—though
there are options
to be considered
in this
consultation.
The feedback
response form on
pages 15 & 16
has several
questions about
the options to be
considered and
your thoughts
and suggestions
would be
appreciated.
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Cost Estimates

You can help…

Our budget



Building
Fit out Hall &
Shop

£750,000

TOTAL

£850,000



£100,000



Expected sources of funds



Glebe
Development
Grants and
donations
Fund-raising



TOTAL

£400,000
£400,000
£ 50,000

About the Shop & Hall Usage Questionnaire...



£850,000

We are working to seek grants from The National Lottery & SODC and potential other granting bodies but
can only do this after we have planning permission.



More Work to Do...
We will take feedback from the consultation, and analyse and feed
back the results to the stakeholders
and the village.
We will then work towards a Planning Application in the 1st Q 2020
and currently have promises of £8k
in grant funding to support this.
Concurrently we will step-up fund
raising (please look out for our next
events and activities!).
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Complete and return feedback
(pgs 13 & 14 of this newsletter).
Watch out for fundraising activities and join in.
We would love help on donations
and sponsorship.
We would love help on communications and keeping everyone informed of our progress.
Watch out for our Shop & Hall usage questionnaire
– it’s coming soon (through your letterbox).







It will be a simple form delivered to your door.
It will help us apply for grants, so its important – but
also so that we better understand
what villagers want.
There will be two different forms:
 One for everyone over 16
 One for younger people, 5 –
15
We will ask how many forms you
want (or if you need more, let us
know).
We will come and collect completed forms.
All forms will be collated and analysed.
Privacy and anonymity is assured.

Please help us by completing the Shop & Hall
usage questionnaire shortly after you receive
it – so that it will be ready for collection.
Questions? clerk@southstoke.org.uk

November 2019
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Please provide any additional comments or suggestions, below.

Please return the completed form to:
clerk@southstoke.org.uk
or
Clerk, South Stoke Parish Council, 13 Wallingford
Road, South Stoke
or
Leave it at the Shop, clearly marked for the
attention of: Clerk, South Stoke Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Harvest Festival
Harvest festival continues to be a glorious annual autumn church event in South Stoke with observance of the festival in
the benefice and all the local schools. Huge thanks must go to all those who made St Andrew’s look so beautiful: Sine
Corbett, Frances Ayres, Sally Horton, Suzanne Small, Helen Folly and of course Jean Dixon. Also massive thanks to
South Stoke School and Amanda Roberts for providing all the produce that was distributed around the local community.
Hope everyone enjoys the photographs. We have lots of plans for Harvest Festival next year.
Lou Verrill and Harry Hogg
Church Wardens

South Stoke Community Christmas Card 2019
If you would like to participate in the 2019 South Stoke Community Christmas
Card (a village Christmas card from villagers to villagers) to raise funds for the
phone box project. Please fill in the box below with a seasonal message and
return to The Village Shop, The Perch and Pike or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry
Rd with a suggested donation of £5 and we will do the rest.
Please return your messages and donations by Sunday December 8th 2019—
use the form below, fitting your message in the box provided.
If you have any questions or would like to help please do get in touch.
Clare Wortley
Cavendish Cottage
clarewortley@mac.com
875377

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Do you have a spare room in your house?
Share your home and make a difference

Do you feel that you could offer support to someone in
order to make a difference to their life? If so, you could
be just the person we are looking for!!
The Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme supports carers
to provide paid care and support in their own home to
vulnerable adults.

Oxfordshire Youth Opportunity Fund

People who use the service
need practical and emotional
support in order to live their
lives more fully and independently and feel part of a
family household. They may
have a learning disability,
physical disability or mental
health need or they could be
an older person or someone
with dementia.

Voluntary and community organisations are being
invited to bid for portions of Oxfordshire County
Council’s new £1m two-year grant fund: Youth
Opportunity Fund.
Feedback from Oxfordshire residents points to strong
support for improving community-run youth services.
This new fund is available to help existing projects
expand and new ones get started. Grants of up to
£70,000 are available.

Here in Oxfordshire we are keen to recruit people from
all walks of life who feel they can offer this type of paid
support in their own home. It could be anything from
occasional short breaks or day time support through to
a longer term full time arrangement. The support that
our carers give makes a huge difference to the lives of
people using the service, often enabling them to
experience new opportunities and reach new goals.
No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide,
they all receive on-going support and training from a
team of qualified social workers to ensure delivery of
high quality, person centred care. They could also be
paid up to just over £400 per week for each person they
support.
There are also regular opportunities to meet up with
other carers and people who use the service at social
and information events so a wider support network is
also available.
If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play
a key part in making a positive difference to someone’s
life, then we really want to hear from you!
Call the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865
897971 or visit our website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
sharedlives .
We are also holding a drop-in session for people to
come and find out more about the service by chatting to
other carers, social workers from the Shared Lives
Team and people using the service. This will be held
on Thursday 6th December between 1.00 pm and 2.30
pm at Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, Oxon
OX14 3JD. We look forward to meeting you!!
Amy Mulvey
Shared Lives – Administrator
Amy.Mulvey@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Your Community’s Chance For Funding

By offering start-up funding in previous years, the
council has already helped many community-run
groups provide support for young children and families. Now we aim to do the same for youth services.
Community-run youth schemes complement the work
of the county council’s children’s services department, which targets resources at young people at risk
of abuse and neglect.
People in neighbourhoods, towns and villages know
best what is good for their community and where they
would like to see improvements. Now they have the
chance to start or grow existing opportunities for
young people in their communities.
For further information on how to submit a bid to the
Youth Opportunity Fund:
Website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/youthopportunity
Contact: youth.opportunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Fulya Markham
Senior Strategic Commissioning Officer
Oxfordshire County Council

Pumpkin Food Waste
We’re encouraging everyone to make
the most of their pumpkins this
Hallowe’en. If they cannot be used for
cooking or composting, then please
recycle them with us in your food waste
collection.
You can either cut them up and put
them in your food waste bin or simply leave them out
whole next to your bins on your usual weekly collection
day and our bin crews will take them away.
Communications Team
South Oxfordshire District Council
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Citizens Advice Launches
Energy Advice Drive

Further Archaeological Discoveries
In Wallingford

Your local Citizens Advice is launching its annual
initiative to help people in financial need who find it hard
to pay their energy bills.
The project, called the Energy
Advice Programme (EAP), is going
live throughout Oxfordshire South
and Vale from October to March
2020. It includes comprehensive
steps to help people who have to
spend a significant proportion of
their income on fuel bills.
At an EAP appointment our advisers, depending on
your particular problem, can do one or more of the
following:








Help you understand energy companies' tariffs and
bills.
Provide information and support on switching tariff
or supplier, identifying any savings you might make.
Give advice on energy efficiency measures and list
any grants available to pay for these.
Carry out benefit entitlement checks and help you
claim any benefits to which you might be entitled.
We can help you apply for the Warm Home Discount and the
Priority Services Register, if applicable.
Assist with any customer service complaints you
might have against your energy company.

The Citizens Advice website www.citizensadvice.org.uk
will give you more information. You can also
telephone our Adviceline on 03 444 111 444 or visit a
local branch of
Citizens Advice during opening hours. Details of office
locations are on www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/
oxfordshire-south-vale.
Darius Halpern
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau
news@osavcab.org.uk
www.caox.org.uk

Richard Oram (Planning Archaeologist at Oxfordshire
County Council) returns to talk to The Wallingford
Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about
'Further archaeological discoveries in Wallingford'.
He will give an update of the talk he gave last year,
continuing to outline the emergence of Wallingford's prehistoric (up to and including early Saxon) past on the back
of a ring of development round the town's
boundary. This will also be a chance for
those who missed it last summer to hear
a fascinating talk. New material will
include an outline of the Police Station
excavation in Reading Road. (This site is
due to be covered in full in a talk next
year by Tim Allen).
Our speaker, Richard Oram, has been the Planning
Archaeologist at Oxfordshire County Council providing
archaeological advice within the planning system to South
Oxfordshire and Cherwell district councils for the last 12
years. Prior to this he worked as a field archaeologist for a
number of commercial archaeological organisations in the
UK. In his role at the County Council, Richard has an
interest in all periods of Archaeology up to and including
the late 20th century. He is also interested in transportation and trade links between settlements and how the
infrastructure of the prehistoric and Roman landscape may
have functioned and what evidence for this may have
survived.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 13th Nov, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.
Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Katharine Keats-Rohan
www.twhas.org.uk

Your Very Last Chance To See…
There is a last chance to see this year’s special exhibition
'Once upon a time…’ - the changing face of Wallingford at
Wallingford Museum, as the Museum closes for the winter
on the 30th November, to prepare for new presentations in
2020.
This exhibition is about how we connect with times past by
exploring Wallingford's history and archaeology. Wherever
we live, the familiar surroundings of our houses, our
streets and our town, can remind us of the people that
came before us, their work and their lives shaping our
present and our future.
In this engaging journey of discovery throughout the museum, you’ll be invited to share any local knowledge you
may have and to reminisce about your
own history. Old and young alike can
enjoy 'hands on' activities, discovering the
secrets of garden archaeology and tracing
the passage of time through photographs
and objects, all of which reflect the
changing face of Wallingford. The exhibition runs throughout the museum, with a sheet to guide people round.
There are 'hands on' things for children - a 'Family
Friendly' experience.
The Museum is open until 30 November on Tuesdays to
Fridays 2.00pm - 5.00pm, and Saturdays 10.30am 5.00pm.
Judy Dewey, www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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South Stokers’ Salon
Expands Onto The Goring High Street
A new lease has been signed by the owners of the
Marvellous Hair Company to expand their offering onto the
Goring High St.
The unisex hair salon and
barber is owned by the
South Stoke ‘Mother and
Son duo’ Loz and Luke
Hawkins. Until now they
have been operating from
the Arcade in Goring for
the past 3 years. Over that
time, the business has
grown steadily and the
original team of two have
expanded to seven.
When space came up on
the High St, Loz and Luke felt that the business needed
extra space and that the time was right to expand the
business to allow for further growth. Loz also thought the
current unit in the Arcade does not represent the brand as
it should. “This is an exciting first step in our growth,” said
Luke, who suggests that “...the longer term aim is to grow
the Marvellous Hair Company outside of the village. We’re
already contemplating other locations that we feel would
suit our brand and unique style of cutting and colouring
hair.”
Loz and Luke have invested heavily in the training and
development of their team a number of whom represent
the business at nationwide competitions and fashion
shows. Luke will be representing TMHC at the upcoming
London Fashion Week, Salon International London & HJ
North.
To coincide with the launch, The team have been trialling
a number of different product companies and partners.
Their research has found that the Goldwell colour brand
exceeded expectations. Moving forward the company will
partner exclusively with Goldwell and the team are
extremely confident that the colour service that clients will
receive will create more shine, clarity, longevity whilst
maintaining superior condition to the hair.
“There’s lots to do ahead of the launch,” said Loz, “but
we’re confident that we’ll be ready.”
They’ll be running a number of promotions in the first few
weeks in the new salon, so all are invited to pop into the
shop for more information.
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in November 2019
November 3rd 11.15am Festival. Family service in
St Andrew’s
4.00pm Evensong at St Thomas’
Goring

November 4th

Community Building
Committee Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

November 8th

Firework & Bonfire Night
(The Rec, from 6.00pm,
Fireworks at 7.30pm)

November 12th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, from 2.15pm)

November 13th

November 20th 10.30am Coffee Morning in St
Andrew’s

Meet the District Councillor
Surgery (Village Hall,
5.00pm - 7.30pm)

November 18th

November 24th 11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

November 21st

Christmas Shopping
Evening & Ladies’ Supper.
(Village Hall, 6.00pm)

November 26th

DEADLINE: register to
vote for General Election

November 28th

HOLD THE DATE
General Election Hustings
(St Thomas’ Goring, 7.30pm)

November 29th

South Stoke Historical
Society, talk by John
Leighfield with his maps
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

December 12th

General Election
(Polling Station at
Village Hall)

December 20th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm with
cash bar open from
7.00pm)

December 22nd

Christmas Carol Service
(St Andrew’s, 4.00pm)

November 5th

2.30pm Prayer Meeting at
Crossways

November 10th 10.50am Armistice Day Act of
Remembrance at the War
Memorial, St Andrew’s
Churchyard
11.15am Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)
continues in the Church
November 17th 11.15am Morning Prayer (BCP)

The Armistice Day Act of Remembrance will take
place in St Andrew’s Churchyard at 10.50am by
the War Memorial. 2 minutes of silence at
11.00am. This year we shall add to the roll of
honour the sacrifice of Private Barbara Morris of
the ATS who died in 1941 and who is buried in our
Churchyard.
Advent Sunday will be on 1st December.
There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.
You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Friday mornings us 07502
194674. You may need to leave a voice-mail.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
Harry Hogg & Lou Verrill, Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. Deadline
for the December issue: Sunday 24 November 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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