Issue 168

www.southstoke.org.uk

October 2019

Autumn Compost Takeaway
& Shop Plant Sale

Sunday 20th October - 10am-1.30pm
Based on all the positive comments and the general
community feeling during the Compost Takeaway in the
middle of May, it was felt to be a worthy event to repeat.
As several avid gardeners have indicated that autumn
is another important compost season, it was thought a
good idea to run the event again.
Thanks to Mark Hathaway, and a local farmer David
Passmore, we are able to run the event again. As previously, Mark will bring a lorry full of local compost to the
Cross Keys road edge of the Glebe Field. All are encouraged to bring their own containers and takeaway
as much compost as they can carry. An optional donation can be given to support village projects.
The Shop will be running a plant sale at the same time,
and Mike Slevin from Wakefield Flowers will be there
again.
Who knows, this time maybe we will be able to give
away a full lorry load, rather than just over the half taken away in the May event (and yes, we plan to have
lots of fun doing it!).

Consultation: Have Your Say
The Community Building (Hall with shop) really is getting closer to being a reality rather than a pipedream.
For months now the team has been beavering away to
take on board all your comments. So now it will be ;
significantly less expensive; tucked into the corner of
the rec as unobtrusively as possible; nothing like as
high; pre-fabricated-to minimise on site disruption and
heavy traffic, as eco-friendly as possible- solar panels,
grass roof, water from a borehole and a heat exchange
system all being considered; and constructed in materials that are appropriate for a rural setting. We are looking forward to providing the village with a great new facility, fit for the next hundred years.
We have been working closely with a building company
who have been brilliantly helpful and have carried out a
considerable amount of work with, as yet, no remuneration! It is thanks to them that we are able to present to
the village a detailed feasibility study for your consideration and comments. We really are getting somewhere
but we have a number of decisions still to make and
need your help to do so.
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Please come along to the village hall, if you possibly
can, Saturday 12th October - 10.00am and
3.00pm to view the plans and drawings and to make
your comments on some of the unresolved issues
where we still need guidance. Members of the Community Hall Development Group will be there throughout
the day to answer your questions and listen to your
views.
The materials will also be available after the 12th October in as many different places as we can think of with
a summary going to every household.
It’s your village - have your say!
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South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the following comments to be taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons’. If you have views
about any planning application, you are encouraged to
submit them to the South Oxfordshire District Council.
You may also make representation to the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).


P19/S0171/RM - Land at Woodcote Road South
Stoke RG8 0JJ. Reserved matters application (for
the appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale) following Outline approval P17/S3206/O for a residential development of up to 5 dwellings, and associated
works, including access. In addition to discharge
conditions 5- landscaping, 6- tree protection, 7- biodiversity mitigation and enhancement strategy, 11construction traffic management, , 13- refuse and
recycling storage and 16- construction method statement.

The September draw took place on Monday 9th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£97)
(£73)
(£48)
(£24)

Christie Taylor
Jean Dixon
Sue Taylor
Tom Lancaster

The October draw will take place on Monday 14th in
the Perch & Pike at around 9-30 after the Amenities
Charity meeting.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

Pending Decision by SODC


P19/S0666/DIS - The Coaching Barn Littlestoke
Manor Little Stoke OX10 6AX. Discharge of condition 3 (joinery, insulation & new materials) on P18/
S0359/LB. (Alterations to implement a change of use
from agricultural store building (sui-generis) to an
arts/crafts centre (D1)). Application not subject to
public consultation (but open to public inspection).

Stale, Male & Frail - A True Story*

Decisions by SODC
 P19/S1208/HH - The Laurels Cross Keys Road
South Stoke RG8 0JT. Erection of Double Bay Garage/Car Port with closed store to front left of house.
Oak frame with hipped ends pitched tiled roof. (as
amended by drawing no. Updated Rev D moves
store to the other end). PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTED THE REVISED APPLICATION. SODC
REFUSED PERMISSION.
--For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

South Stoke WI
We didn’t have a meeting in
September but at our next meeting
on 8th October our speaker is
Professor Chris Rhodes
talking about ‘Fracking - Friend or
Foe’. Visitors would be very
welcome to join us and hear what
he has to say on the subject.

*A zoological apian anecdote

- Michael Codner -

Rita Mann, President, rita.a.mann@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

He survives in a hive.
It's one dismal old dive!
As a drone he may drone
But he'll always atone.
Such a sweet little guy,
Very slack but still spry,
He’s lacking a stinger,
So works as Her winger.
He can sort-of fly,
(But come winter will die).
Rather flighty of(f) course
He returns with remorse.
He can’t gather the honey
Nor manage his money.
Yet though he's not free,
She's his darling Queen Bee!

October 2019

2

More Than Just A Library

South Stoke Housing Development

It is important to remember that the sweet little brick
building (really near the carpark!) is actually no longer a
Temperance Hall. An important bit of information for
those of you Goring Gappers who scurry by fearful of
being castigated for that bottle of Pinot Noir peeping out
of your eco-friendly shopping bag. Fear not. It is actually
a library full of lots of lovely books, and lovely computers
and photocopiers, and best of all there is Kate the
Manager, Gill, her companion in Crime, (as well as
Travel books, History books, Crocheting books,
Technology for the mature learner books, and more!)
and their merry band of volunteers.

Project Update

In last month’ newsletter, I advised that we were
pushing for an early meeting with the owners of the field.
The Diocese of Oxford, and their preferred developer
Rectory Homes (RH). I can now advise that this has
finally been arranged for October 8th.
In the interim, Cllr Bryan Urbick and I have met with the
Diocese’s representative, primarily to discuss the drafts
of various legal agreements that will be needed - if the
planning for this development is to proceed - between
The Diocese, RH, SODC, OCC and the Parish Council.

But what about the children? We mustn’t forget the
children. And we haven’t. This summer’s very
successful reading challenge has been Space Chase
and lots of eager little astronauts read themselves to the
moon and back and were awarded their certificates and
medals. Throughout the summer they also got to find
aliens, colour spaceships and build rockets out of
Legos®. Life doesn’t get better than that. There is still
time to complete the challenge if you are already signed
up.

Suffice it to say that there is still much to be done and
much to be agreed, before we may have any certainty
that the project will move forward to a Planning
Application submission with an application that can be
supported by the Parish Council. Key amongst the
steps yet to be taken will be a presentation to
Parishioners of any finalised plans for the field in terms
of houses, access roads, car-park, community green
space, etc, plus the outlines of the necessary legal and
financial arrangements.

What will autumn bring, you ask? We’re glad you asked,
autumn will bring bookworms!? On Monday, 28 October
at 2pm Rhubarb Theatre Company will give an
adaptation of their performance The Bookworms, which
lasts for 30 minutes, and will be followed by an
interactive retelling of the traditional story Goldilocks and
the Three Bears, which will last approximately 15
minutes. This is a free event for families, funded by
FOGL and The Edith Lucy Woodward Trust. You will
need to book your places, which you can do by stopping
by the library (see how we cleverly draw you in?), or
calling 01491 873028. Visit rhubarbtheatre.co.uk for
more information.

With the best will in the world, we don’t expect that we
will be in a position to hold such a Parishioner
presentation before November, but hopefully after our
8th October meeting and the subsequent meetings of
the Project Group (the following day), and the Parish
Council, we will be able to advise in the November
newsletter, some further details.
Roy McMillan
Chairman, Housing Development Project Group
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk 07770592667

While we’re on the subject of The Children, please note
the new Story Time time: Fridays 2.15 – 2.45. Upcoming
dates in October will be the 4th, 11th, and 18th. And! we
have an exciting NEW activity on the 1st Wednesday of
the month, Rhyme Time with Stay and Play! Dates and
times for your calendar… 10am – 11.30am; October
2nd, November 6th, and December 4th. This will be a
delightful new addition to the activities for the young.
Adults, are you feeling neglected? Don’t. Just stop in for
a Friends of Goring Library (FOGL) event and a cup of
… tea. Here’s a good upcoming FOGL event, the next
Author Talk will be Wednesday 9 October, 7pm. Author
LP Fergusson, will be exploring how she started writing
in later life and how her career has taken off since she
was shortlisted for Oxfordshire Libraries e-book short
story competition in 2015. Her latest novel is ‘A
Dangerous Act of Kindness’, set in the countryside
around Blewbury during World War II. Drinks will be
served from 7pm, with the talk starting at 7.30pm.
And finally if you’re perplexed, frustrated and not
amused by your computer, smartphone, or tablet, the
Goring Library is offering Free IT Advice Wednesday
16th October 10am – 12.00 noon. ½ hour bookable
slots. Ring 01491 873028 to book. Free coffee and
cake.
Kate Cheng
Manager, Goring Library
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Suicide Prevention Survey

Sharing A Life Can Change A Life
The Shared Lives scheme matches people who need
additional support to be independent, with carers and
their families. Sharing a family’s life means that people
who need support can choose to become part of an
ordinary household, instead of staying in residential
care or being looked after by a team of support workers.
Could you give someone the chance to learn and grow,
develop new skills and gain the confidence to become
as independent as possible in a family environment?
Become a Shared Lives Carer in a home-based, paid
role oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives
Sally Ellis
Team Manager, Shared Lives Scheme
Oxfordshire County Council

Oxfordshire residents that have been affected by suicide
are urged to give their feedback to help shape a suicide
prevention strategy
Between 2016 and 2018 there were a total of 155
deaths by suicide in Oxfordshire. Of these, 126 of these
were men which means that deaths in men
outnumbered those in women by 4:1.
In Oxfordshire there is a determination to reduce the
number of deaths by suicide. The Oxfordshire Suicide
Prevention Multi-Agency Group formed in 2014 and
brings together public, private and charity sector
organisations, all of whom are committed to suicide
prevention.
The Oxfordshire suicide prevention group is about to
revise its action plan and develop a strategy and wants
to hear from people in Oxfordshire who have been
affected by suicide or who may have had suicidal
thoughts themselves.

Leaving Langtree?
Starting University This Year?
The Dr Griffith Higgs Educational Charity encourages
young people to read and to learn. If you have left
Langtree this year or are starting university then you
may be entitled to a £35 book token or a small cash
grant.

There is a determination to reduce the numbers of death
by suicide therefore we are asking residents to complete
the survey www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
suicidepreventionsurvey to help achieve this
understanding.

This ancient charity, established with a bequest from
Dr Griffith Higgs in 1659, makes awards to young people living in the ancient ecclesiastical parish of South
Stoke cum Woodcote, and who obtained their GCSE’s
in the state system, to support their participation in
higher or further education following their GCSE or Alevel studies.

Communications Team
Corporate Services
Oxfordshire County Council

Dr Higgs was born in South Stoke in 1589. In his life
he served as Chaplain to Princess Elizabeth, the sister
of King Charles I, when she married and became the
queen of Bohemia. Later, back in England he became
the Bishop of Lichfield until forced to relinquish his ecclesiastical duties during the Cromwellian period.
If you would like to be considered for an award, then
please e-mail the secretary@dr-griffith-higgs.org.uk
giving your name and address, the name of the course
you are following or will be starting, the date you started or will be starting the course and the name of the
institution offering the course. If you have any questions about eligibility or other related matters, then
please send an e-mail to the Trustees at the above
address.
The Trustees of the Dr Griffith Higgs Charity
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Cholsey Repair Cafe
Cholsey Repair Café offers repairs to many kinds of
domestic items, advice on getting things fixed, a sharpening service and more at its regular sessions on the
third Saturday of odd-numbered months. You can even
drop off those plastic shopping
bags that are no longer so welcome in our green bins.
As you may know from my previous submissions, Cholsey Repair Café operates regularly on
the third Saturday of oddnumbered months. The next
event will be at the Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday 16th November, opening from 11.00 to 13.45. More helpful information can be found at www.cholseyrepaircafe.com
Ian Wheeler

ian@cholsey.com
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John Howell, MP Writes…

A Night at the Museum
Wallingford Museum will have a special one-off evening
opening at half price (Adults £2.50, accompanied children free as usual), on Friday 25th Oct (6pm to 9pm)
offering a chance to see our current exhibitions and also take a look 'behind the scenes' at a time when we
are usually closed. You can also find out more about
how the museum is run and what opportunities there
are to join the team of volunteers!
Stu Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Your very last chance to see.....
There is a last chance to see this year’s special exhibition 'Once upon a time…’ - the changing face of Wallingford at Wallingford Museum, as the Museum
closes for the winter on the
30th November, to prepare
for new presentations in
2020.
This exhibition is about how
we connect with times past
by exploring Wallingford's
history and archaeology.
Wherever we live, the familiar surroundings of our houses, our streets and our
town, can remind us of the people that came before us,
their work and their lives shaping our present and our
future.
In this engaging journey of discovery throughout the
museum, you’ll be invited to share any local knowledge
you may have and to reminisce about your own history.
Old and young alike can enjoy 'hands on' activities, discovering the secrets of garden archaeology and tracing
the passage of time through photographs and objects,
all of which reflect the changing face of Wallingford.
The exhibition runs throughout the museum, with a
sheet to guide people round. There are 'hands on'
things for children - a 'Family Friendly' experience.
The Museum is open until 30 November on Tuesdays
to Fridays 2.00pm - 5.00pm, and Saturdays 10.30am 5.00pm.
Judy Dewey
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

A Night at the Museum
Wallingford Museum will have a special one-off evening
opening at half price (Adults £2.50, accompanied children free as usual), on Friday 25th Oct (6pm to 9pm)
offering a chance to see our current exhibitions and also take a
look 'behind the scenes' at a time
when we are usually closed. You
can also find out more about how
the museum is run and what opportunities there are to join the
team of volunteers!
Stu Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The House of Commons Chamber is a lively place, where
Members on all sides often feel passionately about the
issues being discussed and there are longstanding
procedures in place to ensure the chamber remains
respectful. However the way in which some senior
colleagues have behaved of late is not befitting of the high
office that they hold. Some behaviour has been insulting to
colleagues and is far from the usual respectful way in
which the business of the House operates. Both in the
House and outside I have always maintained that people
should be able to disagree without resorting to personal
insult and abuse. We are all human and none of us gets it
right all of the time but I am pleased when I can have
robust discussion with constituents where we disagree but
find no need to be rude to one another.
One of the problems with recent debate is the way in which
people of different sides of the argument have been
labelled and stereotyped. This is true both inside and
outside of the House. I know from letters and emails sent to
me that there are many complexities to views held and
reasons for retaining or relinquishing our membership of
the EU. There are many gracious people who seek to
understand the view of others and indeed there are those
who will only listen to voices which speak the same view as
them. Even the Archbishop of Canterbury was caught up in
a problem with language when he said “We have to take
seriously the fact that the majority voted Leave. We may
not like it, but that is democracy; and that means we have
to stop whingeing about it and do something about
reuniting the country.” When criticised for the words ’stop
whingeing’ he apologised and said “What I was aiming to
say was that in this political situation, just talking in
increasingly hostile language does us no good.” I think this
is a constructive reflection from the Archbishop.
Over the summer period I spent quite a bit of time knocking
on doors in various communities across the constituency
simply get a feel for the national, international and local
issues that were on people’s minds. In this period of
prorogation I will continue with this as well as pursuing a
programme of local meetings which would normally happen
in the conference recess which usually happens at this
time. I look forward to the opportunity for many more
conversations. My office remains open during this period
and I am still able to raise issues with Ministers and
government departments as appropriate. If you have an
issue that you would like to raise, please do contact me.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the September 2019 Update.

October 2019

5

Open Gardens 2019: A Bloomin’ Success
August Bank Holiday 2017 was a stunning day. To
have another sunny Bank Holiday this year defied statistics was more than we had dared to hope for. Monday 26th 2019 was blisteringly hot and we had a good
number of visitors again. We think the intense heat
may have put some people off, the car park was not as
busy as last time and there was some cake left over
after WI Teas in the Village Hall.
We raised around £2750 from ticket sales, a plant and
Pimm's stall, and donations from the Belfry tours. This
also includes donations from visiting bands ringing this
year. Robert Small has asked us to single out the Putney ringers who came to South Stoke on the 29th August and had tea and cake with our ringers in return for
a generous donation towards the clock face. He also
has donations in excess of £500 promised so we hope
to clear around £3500 and this is expected to cover the
work to the face of the Village Clock.
We just wanted to say thank you everybody involved
during the run up to the afternoon and on the day itself.
To those that had their gardens open, helped with selling tickets and in the car park, for providing tea and
cake, for making the Church look so wonderful and to
Robert and South Stokes’ bell ringers for tours of the
Belfry and for ringing the bells towards the end of the
afternoon.
We have decided to have a gap year again next year
and perhaps a rethink about the time of year that we
hold the event. Any ideas are welcome.
Jane Newton and Angela Exley
A big thanks to you both, all those who opened their gardens,
and everyone else involved! Special thanks to Simon Booker for
the beautiful photographs of the Open Gardens day. - Editor

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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What a star!
Tracey was selected this year to represent England Athletics Masters Team (1/2 marathon) and came 1st in her
age group.

lished with locals and will attract more buyers and
sellers.

Tracey started running competitively when she was 50.
After the loss of her father to cancer, like many others,
Tracey decided to run the London Marathon for Cancer
Research to raise
awareness and
funds for the charity. She did very
well and caught the
running “bug”.
Since then she has
gone from strength
to strength. Highlights include finishing as 2nd female in the Inca
Trail Marathon in
2014, running for
GB Masters in
Lyon in the World
Championships in
2015 and of
course, being selected this year for
the England Athletics Masters team….and then coming 1st in her age
group!
All this and managing the shop weekday rota as well;
flipping amazing! We are so proud of you Tracey! You
are a real star!
Car Boot Sale – the best shop event ever!
Our second Car Boot Sale held on Sunday 15th September raised just under £1500 for the shop. We sold
out of bacon rolls twice over, Trudy & Mo & Ann did a
roaring trade in hot drinks in the shop with over 77 coffees sold in just four hours!
It was fabulous weather which obviously helped and we
had double the amount of sellers we had last time. A lot
of the sellers were keen to know if we plan to repeat the
sales and given the good results we have decided to run
x2 car boot sales a year; one at the beginning of the
summer months in late May and one at the end of the
summer. A lot of people locally are missing the Warborough Car Boots which were incredibly popular and
ran once a month throughout the summer months and
have asked if we intend to run sales regularly. We
hope that in time, the sales will become more estabSouth Stoke Parish Newsletter

So many people to thank and too many to list here but
you all know who you are! Needless to say, we couldn’t
have done without you all and as always a fabulous
community spirit and a lot of laughs on a very sunny
Sunday morning. Thank you all; a great result for the
shop.
Save the date, folks
Ladies Christmas Shopping Event
Thursday 21st November 6pm to 9pm South Stoke Village Hall.
As in previous years, Simon at The Perch & Pike has
kindly agreed to offer a special Ladies Evening Set
Menu for all visitors to the fair. So pop the date in your
diary with your friends and start a little Christmas shopping at the village hall in then enjoy a meal at the pub
afterwards. More details to follow via Facebook & Mail
chimp or just speak to Jules at the shop!
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
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New Wardens At Withymead

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk
I am writing with exciting news. The Trustees of Anne
Carpmael Charitable Trust have appointed new wardens
at Withymead. They are Pete Morton and Jade van der
Merwe who took up their role on 1st September.
Pete will be the main contact for Withymead and has a
wealth of experience in land management, conservation
and biodiversity, being third generation in a family land
and estate management business. Jade works full time for
SSE and is an experienced project manager, but will be
involved, assisting Pete, in the management of the reserve
and helping with marketing and events.
They are settling into Withymead House and will shortly be
meeting the regular visitors and users of Withymead –
members of the two Green Gyms, the Forest Schools and
Steve Moll who has bee hives at Withymead.
They are keen to involve the local community and to welcome you to the Reserve as visitors or volunteers. Pete is
planning visitor 'drop in' days on Tuesdays and Saturdays
10am – 4pm. These will be in addition to our usual pattern
of Sunday Open Days which start at Easter. If you would
like to visit, please feel free to contact them via email
info@withymead.org or the usual Withymead phone number - 01491 872265.
We are beginning to make plans for the coming year and
hope to organise a programme of talks together with an
event for Friends during the Loddon Lily season.
We are very grateful to you for supporting us through donations and through volunteering. Thank you for your continued support for Withymead. It certainly is special and
we look forward to seeing you all soon.
Jenny Hedge
Trustee, Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in October 2019
October 6th

11.15am Harvest Festival. Family
service in St Andrew’s
4.00pm Come and sing Evensong
at St Thomas’ Goring

October 13th

11.15am Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)
12.30pm Harvest Lunch to be held
at St Mary’s Streatley,
Sign-up sheet in Church.

October 16th

October 20th
th

October 27

10.30am Coffee Morning in St
Andrew’s
7.00pm Agape Supper reunion,
tickets available.
Canterbury Room, St
Thomas’, Goring
11.15am Morning Prayer
(BCP)

October 8th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, from 2.15pm)

October 12th

Community Building
Consultation (Village Hall,
10am-3pm)

October 14th

Amenities Charity Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

October 17th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Morning visit to
Chalgrove Church.

October 18th

Autumn/Winter Fashion
Show. Save the date,
details to follow.

October 20th

Compost Takeaway &
Shop Plant Sale
(Glebe Field & The Shop
10.00am - c.1.00pm)

October 21st

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

November 21st

Christmas Shopping
Evening & Ladies’ Supper.
Save the date.

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

The Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 6th
October. Your Harvest gifts will be distributed in
the village.
There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.
You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Friday mornings us 07502
194674. You may need to leave a voice-mail.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
Harry Hogg & Lou Verrill
Church Wardens

Welcome, October
Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. Deadline
for the November issue: Sunday 24th October 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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