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District Councillors’ Report
Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers
Goring and South Stoke Parish Councils
4th Sept 2019

The Emerging Local Plan 2034
As per my previous report, councillors have agreed to take a little more time to consider options for
the district’s Local Plan following a vote at a full council meeting last week.
Councillors want to find effective and suitable ways to ensure the plan takes into consideration
feedback from local residents, who have raised concerns about the emerging plan’s approach to
providing land for housing in the district.
South Oxfordshire District Council has also formally declared a Climate Emergency since the Local Plan
was submitted in March, so at the council meeting in Crowmarsh on 18 July, councillors also expressed
their wish to use the Local Plan process to help address the issue.
Cllr Sue Cooper, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “We’re all very keen to make sure
that we have a Local Plan that protects the best interests of South Oxfordshire and our residents. It’s
sensible to take time to make sure we investigate fully of the implications desired changes might have,
particularly if they have an impact on quality of life in the district.”
Following the councillors’ vote, council officers will be working with partners and the government to
discuss issues related to the Local Plan including implementing Oxfordshire County Council’s Housing
Infrastructure Funding bid.
You can find updates on communications between the council and other bodies here:
www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2034

A reminder of other Motions Passed by Council on 18th July
Council also agreed to:








Establish a Climate Emergency Advisory Committee;
Request that the government accelerates the delivery of rail projects important to South
Oxfordshire;
Explore options to deliver more high-quality, environmentally sustainable and genuinely
affordable housing;
Oppose the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway project in all forms, including expansion of existing
(or new) roads in the district to form part of it;
Support fully-electrified East-West Rail, including freight capacity and connections, and better
public transport and active travel connections;
Continue to support partnership working, especially with regard to landscape-scale
conservation and nature recovery networks;
Call on the Oxfordshire Pension Fund to divest from non-renewable energy companies whose
main purpose is the exploration and/or extraction of fossil fuels, and to explore reinvestment
of its funds into appropriate renewable energy companies.
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Councillor Grants Scheme
We have alerted all Parish Clerks to the news that the Councillor Community Grants scheme has
opened for the next round of applications, with a closing date in December. We plan to coordinate
our decision-making on this exercise, so that we get best value for money and are fair and transparent
in how we allocate our respective £5k pots. We’d be grateful if the Parish Council could use its own
channels to promote the scheme to Goring and South Stoke residents, and direct them to the SODC
website for more information. http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/communityadvice-and-support/grants-and-community-loans/councillor-community-gra

Audit of accounts and Budget 2020/21
Our unaudited financial accounts for 2018/19 are now available online on our website.
This year, our audited accounts were not available by the 31 July deadline due to a delay by our
external auditors. They have written to both South and Vale councils in a joint letter to explain the
reasons for the delay and have let us know that the audits will now take place later this month or in
September.
Once the accounts are audited, we will publish them on our websites.
Budget
The budgeting process begins this month and the council will begin drafting its new medium-term
financial plan. The District, in common with councils across the country, is in difficult financial straits.
Over the past five years the council has been taking an average of £2m per annum from usable
reserves in order to balance its budget. At this rate, the usable reserves will last seven years.
David Turner, cabinet member with responsibility for finance, and William Jacob, the council’s Chief
Financial Officer, have asked for all cabinet members to work alongside Heads of Service to identify
savings and potential ways of increasing income through fees and charges. New projects should seek
external sources of funding.
It should be noted that the average council tax charge in Shire District councils for a Band D property
is £186 compared with SODC which charges £121 for a Band D property.
Office Update
Councillors are to receive a briefing on SODC Office Project 26th of September. Councillors are mindful
that much time has been lost and are very keen to press ahead so as to minimise the cost to the
council.
Brexit Prep Briefing
Councillors have asked that officers brief them on all the preparations that have taken place to date.
Councillors are keen to understand the risks to SODC activities and residents and work to mitigate
them.
Polling Station review- still time to have your say
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SODC is reviewing its polling stations and want to hear from members of the community what they
think of them. They are particularly keen to hear from people with disabilities if they have
experienced any difficulties accessing the polling stations. This is a legal obligation, and must be
carried out to ensure that all electors have “such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in
the circumstances”.
Any representations or comments should be sent to elections@southandvale.gov.uk and the
consultation ends on 27th September. More information can be found on the SODC website at
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2019/2019-07/have-your-say-polling-stations-southernoxfordshire

Free PopUp Business School
Each day from 7-11 October, the PopUp Business School will be held at the Viscountess Barrington’s
Memorial Hall, from 10am to 3pm, to give practical advice on how to get a business idea off the ground
through a series of hands-on workshops.
The informal workshops help give people the vital skills they need to help them make money doing
what they love, and everyone is welcome to attend all week or just turn up to the workshops they feel
are most useful.
This is the fourth time that South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have hosted
the event to encourage residents to start their own business with previous events in Didcot, and earlier
this year, in Farringdon and Berinsfield.
Goring PC requests to DC Maggie Filipova-Rivers
I have two requests put forward by Goring PC
-

-

Civil Parking Enforcement- I am awaiting a confirmation from David Rouane (Cabinet Member
for Housing and Environment) regarding him joining Goring PC to help the council understand
progress made so far and next steps
Bins by Wheel Orchard Car Park- I am asking for a meeting between relevant parties so that
context is applied to the issue at hand. In particular regard to Goring as a tourist destination
and large village serving surrounding settlements
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South Stoke Housing Development Working Group
Mr R McMillan, Working Group Chairman
South Stoke Parish Council
11th September 2019

After applying some diplomatic pressure/reminders to the Diocese – that time was moving on, since
our last meeting with them and Rectory Homes (RH) in May – we have finally been able to put two
meeting dates in the diary.
1. Thursday 12th Sept – Cllr Urbick and Roy McMillan will meet with the Diocese/David Mason
to discuss the current position with various draft and proposed agreements, namely:
 The Diocese’s revised draft Unilateral Undertaking involving what the Diocese and
RH propose to agree with both SODC & OCC
 The draft Heads of Terms agreement between the Diocese and RH
 The SSPC’s draft Memorandum of Agreement between the PC (inc its Working
Group) and the Diocese (inc RH) – as submitted to the Diocese in February this year
Unfortunately neither Cllr Meyer or Cllr Wortley were able to attend this meeting, but Cllr
Meyer has submitted his points of concern.
Notes on this meeting to be presented in the Parish Council Meeting of 16th September
2019.
2. Tuesday 8th October – Cllrs Urbick & Wortley, Ian Haslam & Roy McMillan will meet with
representatives of the Diocese and RH to discuss, the whole future of the 20 home project
for the Glebe field, and in particular - if it is likely that the SSPC (inc its Housing Group) will
be able to agree to what is being proposed - the likely future timescale leading to a final
parishioner presentation, and a theoretic target date for submission of a planning
application.
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Receipts and Payments Summary August 2019
RFO
South Stoke Parish Council
11th September 2019

Payments Current Account

Receipts Current Account
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Payments Reserve Account

Receipts Reserve Account
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Current Account

Reserve Account

Bank Reconciliation August 2019
RFO
South Stoke Parish Council
11th September 2019
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Budget Summary as of 10 Sept 2019
RFO
South Stoke Parish Council
11th September 2019
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South Stoke Rights of Way Project - Update
Mr R McMillan, Project Lead
South Stoke Parish Council
11th September 2019

The project group is attempting to receive affirmations from the 68 original respondees – or
as many of them as possible - that they will each be prepared to complete the 5 page OCC
Affidavit form (User Evidence Statement) for one or more of each of the 5 routes in
question.
Once this is known, we will then copy of the number of forms required. NB this could
require us to have copied up to some 1000 sheets.
Once this figure is known, we will approach the SSPC to cover the cost of this printing, and
we will then hand deliver the requisite number of forms to the affirming households and
follow this up with a hand collection exercise, prior to drafting the response to OCC, which
will then be provided to the PC for confirmation and processing.

Appendix I

HONORARY FREEDOM OF SOUTH STOKE
1. The Freedom of South Stoke
The Freedom of South Stoke (“the Freedom”) is intended to honour a resident, past or present,
living or dead, who has given outstanding service to the Parish of South Stoke in respect of
enhancing the quality and /or diversity of village life.

2. Legislation
5.1. Section 249 (5) of Local Government Act 1972, as amended by Section 29 of the Local
Democracy, Economic Development & Construction Act 2009, allows the Council of a relevant
authority (including a Parish Council) to admit to be honorary freemen or honorary freewomen
of the place or area for which it is the authority:
a. Persons of distinction, and
b. Persons who have, in the opinion of the authority, rendered eminent service to that
place or area.
5.2. A resolution must be passed:
a. At a meeting of the Parish Council that has been convened and where notice of the
object of the meeting has been given; and
b. By not less than two-thirds of the members of the Council who vote on it.

3. Criteria
When considering candidates for the Freedom, the following should be considered:
a.

b.

c.

d.

Candidates should have a strong and continuing connection with and commitment to
South Stoke or have made a major contribution to village life and in doing so have
enhanced the reputation of the village
Awards should not be for a job well done or because someone has reached a particular
level. They should be awarded because an individual has ‘gone the extra mile’ in the
contribution they have made or stand out ‘head and shoulders’ above others in what
has been achieved.
To be considered, the nominee should meet at least two of the following criteria:
i. delivered in a way that has brought distinction to Parish life and enhanced the
Parish’s reputation in the area or activity concerned
ii. contributed in a way to improve the lives of those less able to help themselves
iii. demonstrated innovation and entrepreneurship which is delivering results in the
Parish
Candidates should have made a substantial contribution to the Parish in any area of
activity, which could include but is not limited to:
iv. Artistic and Cultural endeavours
v. Business, economic growth and prosperity
vi. Charitable work
vii. Improvement to the built and natural environment
viii. Religious and spiritual life

16 September 2019
24 - Freedom of South Stoke
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a. Candidates should be considered from all walks of life. The honour should not be
considered exclusive to a particular endeavour or activity.
b. Candidates should be considered from all parts of the Parish or to those outside of the
village but have made a significant contribution to the village over a great number of
years.

4. Nomination
a. A nomination for the Freedom shall, in the first instance, be initiated by the clerk having
received a nomination signed by not fewer than ten individuals listed in the current
electoral roll for South Stoke or by any individual member of the Parish Council
b. A nomination shall be accompanied by a written summary setting out the reasons for
the nomination.

5. Approval
The nomination will be approved provided it has the support of not less than two thirds of the
councillors, as indicated by either their signatures on the nomination or their votes cast at the
meeting at which the nomination is decided or a combination of both.

6. Confidentiality
The approval process must be conducted in the strictest confidence until such time as the
nominee approved by the council has confirmed his or her willingness to accept the Freedom
and the appropriate public announcement is made by the council.

7. Notice
All who have been awarded the Freedom will be noted on a plaque or similarly appropriate
permanent notice and will be displayed in an appropriate public location.

8. Review
The Freedom will be reviewed by the council at least once during its four year term to ensure
that the award and the roll of its living holders remain appropriate to the conditions at that time.

9. Review of the Policy
This policy was accepted by the Parish Council at its meeting on 16 September 2019 and will be
reviewed annually.

Signed:

16 September 2019
24 - Freedom of South Stoke

B Urbick
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