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If You Don’t Read Anything Else In This Newsletter, Please Read This!
Before we get to the ‘serious stuff’, I hope you are having a lovely summer, and that the transition back into the
school year and back into the ‘normal’ routine will go
smoothly. A special thank you those in our community
who have been working all hours to get in the harvest.
Though the summer is a time for many of us to enjoy
holidays, it is among the busiest times of year for those
who work in the fields; who help to feed us.
Why the need to read this? There are some important
up-dates on two major projects in the village, and we
want to make sure everyone is up-to-date on what’s
happening, and what will happen next.
Housing Development on the Glebe Field
(see page 3, top of column 2 for an update)
There are many reasons the Parish Council has continued to support this project: the provision of at least 8
affordable homes, the protection of a large part of the
field (currently nearly two-thirds) that would be maintained in perpetuity as green space and periodic use of
overflow parking for major events (ie May Fayre, Bonfire/Fireworks, Open Gardens), and the provision of additional parking for the Shop as well as village residents.
The current proposal would also mean that the development would be planned and not piecemeal. An additional benefit to the parish is the financial support for the
Community Building Project (currently expected to be
about 50% of the build costs). It would mean an additional 20 homes - and this can be considered both good
to maintain a vibrant community, but also concerning
that it would bring about a greater demand on some of
our infrastructure. Some of the practical infrastructure
(services, roads, etc) would be designed into the development, but there is the fact that there would be more
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homes, more people and more cars. As a community,
we need ultimately to determine if the benefits outweigh
the negatives. The Parish Council has consistently
been of the view that we will seek to obtain the best options for the parish, but it will ultimately need to be the
Parishioners who help to guide the final decision if the
PC will support the development, or not.
Community Building Project
(see page 3, bottom of column 1 for an update)
This project has evolved considerably, and revised designs have been developed to address the majority of
the concerns and suggestions at the previous consultation. The costs have been nearly halved, the positioning
and mass of building has been significantly altered, and
a potential, high-quality building solution has been found
that will provide a new community building (for Hall and
Shop) that will serve us for the coming generations. Ideas will be shown to all parishioners at the joint consultation, to be scheduled when the developer is ready to
present the proposed plans for the Glebe development.
--Though the projects continue to be run separately, ultimately they will be merged as joint planning applications. This has been recommended to be able to better
link the funding from the housing development to the
community building.
In the coming months we will need your feedback - not
an onerous commitment, simply your thoughts and ideas about the plans for the Glebe Field and the Community Building projects.
It is very important that we obtain reactions, ideas, and
other comments from as many as we can in our community - favourable, neutral or unfavourable - to ascertain
community support (or not) for the plans moving ahead.
I understand that with all of life’s commitments it is often
difficult to volunteer to help with various village projects
(though if you have time, we would always be grateful!),
but because these two projects will have lasting impact
on our day-to-day lives, when requested in the coming
months, please take a few minutes to let us know your
thoughts.
Cllr Bryan Urbick
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
bryan.urbick@southstoke.org.uk
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Bell Ringing Belles
Sunday 11th August was a historic day for St Andrew’s
Church: this was the first time that a full band of South
Stoke ladies rang for a Sunday Service. Certainly ringing
has been very male-dominated over the centuries, but
times have changed. Not only in our village but
nationwide, ladies have taken up the challenge. This is
very evident when we have visiting bands with ladies
outnumbering the men.
After speaking with
one or two people in
the village, we
believe that the first
lady ringer in our
tower was Bunty
Sainsbury when she
took up the ropes in
the 1960s. She lived
at Oakham, where
Maureen Palmer
lives now.
It was completely by
default that this
historic day came
about. We have a
nucleus of 14
ringers of all ages
and genders and it
just happened the
right people turned
up on the day. What
made it special was,
except for Ali who was taught at a young age in
Bromsgrove, the other five ringers were taught by me.
See photo of the band, L to R: Lin Woolridge, Sue
Taylor, Ali Brazenor, Sandy Massey-Thompson,
Amanda Booker and Lynn Jenkins. They are to be
known as “The South Stoke Belles”.

This allowed our newer ringers to move out of their
comfort zone, ring on different bells and to take on board
the theory and practical side of method ringing. A very
rewarding morning.
We are in the fortunate position of having ringers with
enthusiasm and determination to better themselves and
to learn from one another. It doesn’t seem quite right to
single out one person, but on this occasion I am going to
break that rule
because Ali has
been the inspiration
to get ringing back
on the agenda at
South Stoke. She
has brought us into
the 21st C with
What’s App, Doodle
Poll, Ringing Charts,
etc. She has also
forged a bond with
Goring in which we
now help one
another out. William
joins us most
Thursday evenings
to give advice and
help. It’s a win win
situation. Yes, I can
take credit for the
teaching, but it is
what follows that is
so important. Ali you are a star.
I know that when I hang up my rope, ringing will be in
good hands and long may it continue.

That’s not to say we are to rest on our laurels. If anyone
wishes to try their hand, pop along on a Thursday
evening if you hear the bells ringing. You will be made
This rounded off an eventful weekend as on the previous most welcomed.
day six of us attended a ringing course at Streatley &
Robert Small, Tower Captain
Goring, organised by William Harwin (a Goring ringer).
robandsue1975@btinternet.com

Ridgeway Ramble: Saturday 28th September
One of the real pleasures of living in this area are the beautiful walks
right on our door step.
Join us on Saturday 28th September for a cross country walk of approximately 5 miles. It’s a circular route along the river to North Stoke and
then return along the Ridgeway. Children and four-legged friends are
encouraged to come along too!
We will meet at the shop for 9.30am for coffee and the walk will begin
from there at 10am. There will be marshals at various points on the
route to help if required.
Join us afterwards for a bowl of chilli & garlic bread (hot dogs for children) which will be served on the rec if the weather is warm enough, or
if not, in the village hall. There will also be a licensed bar for refreshments.
This event is being organised to raise money for the Community Build
Project. Tickets will be available from the shop from the 6th September
and are £10 per adult and £3.50 per child to include lunch.
For further information, email salwoodall@hotmail.co.uk or ask in the
shop.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Glebe Field Housing Development
Project Update

Annual General Meeting

South Stoke Historical Society
The third AGM of The South Stoke Historical Society
will be held this year on Friday 27th September 2019 at
8 pm in the Village Hall. This is a meeting for members only.
Our secretary will be sending
you all the details in due
course. However, if you wish to
raise any issues please do so
in writing and send them to Janet Jones. Please also consider joining the committee-for
those with time on their hands! It would be much appreciated. Do come along. Your views will help shape the
direction of the Society.
17th October is a morning visit to Chalgrove Church to
see the medieval wall paintings. We will be guided by
Robert Heath-Wyte who has written and published on
the subject.
Linda Gatto, on behalf of the Committee

Our last update appeared in the June newsletter, and you
might well ask, what has happened since?
The short answer from the Working Group is ‘not a lot’ as
we are still waiting for the land owner and their preferred
developer, Rectory Homes (RH) - since our last meeting
with them on 22nd May - to come back to us with either a
final proposed layout, plus various other details so that
these can then be shown to and discussed with all
Parishioners at a joint consultation with the Community
Building sub-committee.
In addition, the Parish Council, to whom the Working
Group reports, is still awaiting from the Diocese (the
landowner) a formal response and final agreement to the
various legal matters which were suggested by the Parish
Council’s solicitors last February.
As Chairman of the Housing Development Working Group,
I have been pressing the Diocese for an early meeting with
them and RH,. The last response from the Diocese - at the
time of writing this update - indicated that they were also
chasing RH for an early meeting with us. It is therefore to
be hoped that such a meeting will take place in early
September, and that it will result in us being able to
announce the specifics of the joint consultation - again
hopefully - in early October. Further details will be
announced in the October newsletter.
Roy McMillan, Housing Development Project Group
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
07770592667

As you may remember, we had a consultation in the
village last November and we took away from that a
need some very important messages:












A much reduced budget
Lower roof height
Less obtrusive positioning
More attention to ecological factors
Consider the use of a pre-fabricated approach

Since then we have been working on all those factors.
As we have reported previously, we went out to tender
for pre-fabricated builders and after approaching a dozen companies, had a short list of three and eventually
selected Kingswell Buildings Ltd as our preferred supplier.
They have now provided us with what they call a feasibility design. This is a layout that as far as they can see,
will meet our requirements and could be built within our
budget. Those layouts have been scrutinised by the
Community Building Committee, the Parish Council, the
Amenities Charity, and the Shop board. All of their comments are being consolidated and fed back to Kingswell.
The next step is for Kingswell to refine the layouts and
get into more detail on potential finishes, budgets, services, etc, etc. We aim to bring all this to the village joint
consultation later in the year to be able to incorporate
feedback into a planning application.
Geoff Ward, Community Building Committee
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following
reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS
to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application but wish the following
comments to be taken into
account’ or ‘OBJECTS to
this application for the following reasons’. If you have
views about any planning application, you are encouraged to submit them to the South Oxfordshire District
Council. You may also make representation to the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
No new applications.
Pending Decision by SODC


P19/S0666/DIS - The Coaching Barn Littlestoke
Manor Little Stoke OX10 6AX. Discharge of condition 3 (joinery, insulation & new materials) on P18/
S0359/LB. (Alterations to implement a change of use
from agricultural store building (sui-generis) to an
arts/crafts centre (D1)). Application not subject to

The August draw took place on Monday 19th in the
Perch & Pike. The lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£97)
(£73)
(£48)
(£24)

Marge Charman
Ann Powell
Row Ward
Larry Smith

The September draw will take place on Monday 9th in
the Perch & Pike at 8.00pm.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

public consultation (but open to public inspection).




P19/S1208/HH - The Laurels Cross Keys Road
South Stoke RG8 0JT. Erection of Double Bay Garage/Car Port with closed store to front left of house.
Oak frame with hipped ends pitched tiled roof. (as
amended by drawing no. NEW23988 Rev C to
amend dimension and remove garage doors to create double car port and drawing no. NEW23988 Rev
D to move store to opposite side). PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTS THE REVISED APPLICATION.
P19/S2316/DIS - Ferry House Ferry Road South
Stoke RG8 0JL. Discharge of condition 3 Tree Protection (General) of planning permission P19/S0613/
FUL Installation of purpose built tennis pavilion next
to tennis court. Application not subject to public consultation (but open to public inspection).

Decisions by SODC
No new decisions by SODC.
--For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

Local Mooring Needed
We have lost our current mooring due to the owner selling. Our boat is a 26" Norman Cruiser and we use it only
for leisure, as our son has special needs.
We are willing to accept most arrangements, even helping out with maintenance, etc, as my wife and I are both
qualified maintenance engineers with our own business.
A reference from our current landlady is available.
Wayne and Clare Armstrong
07941 931827, wayne.armstrong@live.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke Rights Of Way
We advised in the July newsletter that about 40 affidavit
forms were collected from long-standing villagers confirming that they had walked one or more of the five
pathways in question. We had also indicated that we
were going round the houses again to see if there were
any more affadavits to come. This effort has resulted in
about 70 affidavit forms.
The Parish Council at their meeting on 15th July authorised Maurice Scarratt, Michael Saunders and me to proceed to register a request for consideration for each of
these five routes with Oxfordshire County Council
(OCC), with a view to one or more of them being eventually confirmed by OCC as Rights of Way.
OCC are now insisting on some more detailed affidavit
forms being used, as well as requiring a good deal of
additional information. At the Parish Council meeting on
20th August, the Council agreed that we could go again
to the same long-standing villagers and ask them if they
would now help by completing an additional User Evidence Statement.
So if you are one of the 70, don’t be surprised if you receive an email from us in the near future, asking for your
continued help with this.
Roy McMillan, on behalf of the SSPC
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
By-field, Cross Keys Road
07770592667
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Good-bye Mr B
Hi folks

For our July meeting our speaker, Jennipher Marshall
Jenkinson, started things with a cookery demonstration
entitled ‘Healthy Eating for Ones & Twos Using the
Microwave’. She made two main courses, one chicken,
one fish, rice and vegetables, plus a pudding and some
small cakes! Nothing took more than 6 or 7 minutes,
and then we all had a chance to taste the dishes.
Hopefully some of us will make more use of our
microwaves as a result of this talk.
A delicious tea was provided by Marge Charman and
Maureen Strike. We then dealt with WI business.
Members were asked to make cakes and help with teas
at the forthcoming South Stoke Open Gardens. Names
were taken for a Celebrity Evening with Dame Stella
Rimington at Oxford Town Hall in October and a
Speakers Selection Day at Cassington. Six members
celebrated their birthdays this month, and we finished
the afternoon with a raffle.

I’ve decided that this will be my last Mr B column for the
South Stoke Newsletter. There are many highly capable
gardeners out there who could take it on so come on
South Stokers, someone step up to the plate!
If you have managed to keep some sweet peas
flowering in August, now is a good time to pick the pods
and collect the seed for next year. The pods need to be
dry or nearly dry. Don’t wait too long or the seeds will all
have helter-skeltered down the open twisted pods. Take
them out of their pods into a dry container with a little bit
of toilet paper or kitchen tissue at the bottom to take up
any moisture. If they’re too damp the seeds will just rot.
Store them in the shed in a container with a lid or by the
Spring the mice will have eaten them!
You can increase or replace your strawberries now too.
Allow them to develop runners and once they are a
reasonable size half bury a 2 or 3 inch pot of compost
into the ground and peg the runner into the pot.

There will be no meeting in September, but at the
October meeting on the 8th, we would like to invite
visitors to come a hear Professor Chris Rhodes give a
talk entitled ‘Fracking - Friend or Foe?’. Would any
visitors interested in coming to this talk please let me
know, so we can make sure we have sufficient cake for
afternoon tea!
Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com
01491 872208

South Oxfordshire District Council:
Working To Tackle Climate Emergency
South Oxfordshire District Council have taken a first
step in tackling the climate emergency by setting up a
new Climate Emergency Advisory Committee to make
recommendations to
the Council’s cabinet
and ensure the District
meets its environmental responsibilities.
The committee will be
politically balanced and
will meet in public. It
will also work together with partner organisations and
local businesses and community groups to help reach
carbon reduction targets and minimise damage to our
environment.
South Oxfordshire District Council
communications@southandvale.gov.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

There are some splendid Hydrangea Paniculata on the
market these days and Root One have some excellent
varieties. It is hard to beat Hydrangea Paniculata Vanille
Fraise for huge flowers in August that start off pure
white and gradually turn pink. Easy to keep in a pot but
they do grow quite big. Hard pruning in the Spring or
early winter promotes bigger and better flowers. They
will need watering in our new Mediterranean climate.
Happy Gardening
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO CHRIS for having provided
a column, each month, with fun stories and good advice. If
YOU ant to share your own gardening stories - or raise
discussion points—perhaps take on the monthly gardening
column, please e-mail editor@southstoke.org.uk or leave a
note in the Shop for me to pick up - Editor
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On the whole, the weather has been kind to us this
summer holidays and the park has continued to become a destination for parents with their children. We
receive really positive feedback about how wonderful it
is to have such a good playground, with a shop, fresh
coffee and a good choice of snacks.
Our Hermes continues to bring many new faces to the
shop. When we started, Hermes set us a very achievable target of between just 1 and 20 parcels per week.
Our highest to date has been 78 parcels and continues
to grow as people discover our location. Not only does
the shop receive revenue from Hermes but it has definitely increased the footfall with many Hermes customers saying they will return with their children or grand
children to visit us again.
July was a busy month for us at the shop with several
events which we decided to run prior to the summer
holidays and then give ourselves a little break over August whilst so many people are away.
Daniel from Sole Luna Pizza visited us again on the
20th July for our Pizza & Pimms Event and a big thank
you to all those who helped on that evening; Vanessa
for preparing & serving the Pimms which was a big hit
and to Roger for setting up the gazebo and to Trudy for
covering the shop sales till gone 9pm!
Just a few days later, we ran our “School’s Out” party
on the rec and it turns out that thanks to Clare Wortley,
rounders is a big hit in the village! Clare organised a
Kids v Parents match which started at 3.30pm and I
think they were still playing when I left after 9pm. Jesseco Prosecco with her horse box may have helped
keep spirits & energy levels high! Well done to Clare
and I think rounders will definitely be revisited on the
rec in the near future.

Summer holidays are whizzing past now and at time of
writing we are just heading into the August Bank Holiday weekend. Good luck to Jane & Angela who organise the Open Gardens event and thank you to Nicky &
David for opening the shop up from 1pm on a Bank
Holiday.
Our next event for the shop is a CAR BOOT SALE on
the rec on SUNDAY 15th September. It starts at 8am for
Sellers set up and opens to buyers at 9am. Please do
spread the word about this event to your friends and
families
who may
wish to
have a
clear out
or enjoy
hunting for
treasure at
car boot
sales.
For those
of you who
enjoyed
Wokefield
Flowers at our Plant Sale earlier in the year, Michael
will be returning to the Car Boot on the 15th as will Erika
Busher so there will be plants for sale on that morning
too, for garden lovers.
We will be serving hot bacon rolls and coffee so hope
to see you there!
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com

Goring Gap Photo Club: Talks For October
We continue our new season with two more promising
talks:
Tuesday 15 October we have a talk by Terry Pollard, an experienced photo club judge, on his adventures in Peru.
Tuesday 29 October we have a talk by Rojer
Weightman on Photographing Still Life and why we
should thing of doing such a thing! He says "Still Life
has always been a poor relation in both Photography
and Art. The prestigious Academie Francais in the 16th
and 17th Century ranked it the least important subject
when considering material and artists for their Salon.
Dutch artists of the period, however, excelled at proSouth Stoke Parish Newsletter

ducing PRONTSKILLEVENS or 'Ostentatious Still Life'.
Today, in competitions, I have been marked down by
some judges because they don't understand the work
or to them it is "Just a Pile of Stuff".
It was that last comment which inspired me to produce
my talk on what the pile of stuff means in terms of Still
Life, Allegory, Vanitas and Momento Mori and how
each of these aspects differ from one another."
The talks and all our meetings are held at The Free
Church Hall in Goring RG8 9HB, starting at 8 pm. All
welcome! Non-members £3.
http://www.goringgapphoto.co.uk/
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Reflective Traveller:
Hidden History - The Not So Obvious
small retail shops why are
there so many estate
agents?

See you the dimpled track that runs
All hollow through the wheat
O that was where they hauled the guns
That smote King Philip’s fleet
- Rudyard Kipling ‘Puck’s Song’ (1906)
Our history is substantially measured through records;
the written and spoken word; artefacts of all shapes
and sizes and images. How little we know of a distant
world before cameras and audio tapes.
Historians must make best use of what we can identify
through our senses. It is always salutary to remember
that at a any point in time, people were not concerned
with enlightening future generations - they were concerned only with the task in hand. I do take note of autobiographies, letters, memoirs or diaries that have
come down to us, but am also mindful that only a fraction of these may have been preserved. Think about it:
how many of us keep a diary of our life and activities to
pass on to future readers?

Look at the curves in the
road leading out to Woodcote. Why not a straight
road when much of the
road beyond is straight?
Roads famously follow
the course of human
movement over many
years. Was it to go
around a large tree? Or
more thoughtfully, is it
following the reverse-S
course of medieval
ridge and furrow ploughing, with the curve created by the oxen turning
the plough at the end of
the strip?

I am always struck by how quickly our physical environment can change. A row of late Victorian houses is demolished and a new housing estate arises in a few
months. Just a remarkably short period of time and we
forget there was anything there before; no trace remains. And yet there might just be something... and
that something is Hidden History.
Take a simple dropped kerb with no apparent driveway.
This has long been grassed over and a lawn created
but this vestige remains
to show where the
driveway was. Then
look at the three railway
bridges in South Stoke.
We know that the
Moulsford skew bridge
was built originally for
two broad gauge tracks
in 1838-9. In 1892, a
second parallel bridge
was built with two additional tracks in standard
gauge. Do we detect
the extension to the
three railway arches in
South Stoke?

A tree, possibly a walnut, in a fence but with
no sign of a garden or
building provokes more
thought. Did it arrive by
chance or is a remnant
of some human habitation in days gone by?
One could go on but let’s finish with the not-so-hidden
niches in St Andrew’s
Church South Stoke. It is
fair to assume they held
statues of saints in preReformation days - possibly
15th century or earlier? But
there is much here for
speculation and reflection.

Look about and reflect
on what your eyes tell
you. Here is an estate
agent’s office in Twyford
but it was formerly a
butcher’s shop. The
shop has gone but the
meat carcase hooks remain. This not only tells
a story about the passage of time but is a social comment on tastes,
practices and social cus- I leave you with that thought.
toms. With the demise of The Reflective Traveller
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Who is represented by
the faces at the base,
real people or symbolic
images? Are the niches
made by the same
hand?
No end of questions as
we look about us but can
we answer them? With a
closer examination are
there further clues?
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Cancelled Flights Or Lost Luggage?
Know Your Rights
The Architecture Of France
Next WEA Course In Goring

Here is an opportunity to relive your French holidays as
the next WEA course in Goring is all about French Architecture.
In light of what happened on 15th April earlier this year,
the Cathedral of Notre-Dame of Paris will be especially
featured. At first the fire that engulfed this magnificent
building appeared to be devastating and while the cathedral did sustain a great deal of damage, there is
enough of the edifice remaining for restoration to take
place. And best of all, most of the precious items and
works of art were saved,
as well as the majority of
the stained glass.
When the 19th-century
architecture critic, Eugène Emmanuel Violletle-Duc entered the dimly
lit Notre Dame for the
first time, he heard sublime organ music and
thought it was emanating from the sky, framed
by the Parisian cathedral’s rose stained glass windows. He was so overcome
with emotion that he nearly passed out and needed to
be escorted out.
While today’s visitors to France may not share this
same reaction, the towering spires, impressive arches
and historic relics of this and many other French buildings are nothing short of awe-inspiring.
France has long been an extraordinary crossing point in
European architecture and the course will feature:
Romanesque pilgrimage churches en-route to Santiago
de Compostela; Gothic style fanning out from the Ile-de
-France initially at St-Denis and Notre Dame in Paris;
Renaissance ideas arriving at Fontainebleau and the
Louvre; The Sun King’s Versailles creating envy in Europe’s royal courts; The Paris of Garnier’s Opéra and
Eiffel’s Tower, leading onto the twentieth century and
Le Corbusier. The class will look at all of these and will
conclude with some of the latest architecture France
has to offer.
For £90, you can experience the wonder of French Architecture by attending this latest local WEA course
which will be taken by Keith Hasted, starting on 17 September 2019. The two hour classes will begin at
10.30am each Tuesday for 10 weeks at Storton Lodge,
Icknield Road, Goring RG8 0DG. Bookings can be
made on line by logging onto “www.wea.org.uk”, or by
calling the telephone booking line on 0300 303 3464. In
either case, it will help if you can quote the course number C3744596, but if you would like more information,
please contact me.
Alan Winchcomb
01491 872773
alan.winchcomb@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Airports and air travel have always caused difficulties
and stress, but in the present age - with tight security
and overcrowded terminal buildings - travellers have to
deal with situations more fraught than ever before. To
add to their problems flights are often delayed or cancelled, and suitcases vanish or turn up with items missing or damaged.
If you encounter any of these
problems, you will be able to
cope better if you are thoroughly familiar with your options before travelling.
If you're flying to or from an
EU airport with an EU airline,
under EU rules you might be
entitled to compensation if you
are delayed. You can check
on the Civil Aviation Authority
website www.caa.co.uk which also provides information
on other eventualities and on ATOL financial protection
for package flight travellers.
Depending on how long your flight is delayed and
where you’re flying to, the airline might have to provide
you with food and drink, access to phone calls and
emails, and accommodation if you're delayed overnight. Again, the CAA website (see above) provides
relevant information.
If your flight is cancelled you might have the legal right
to have either a full refund or a replacement flight to get
you to your destination (from another airline if necessary).
If your luggage is delayed, damaged or lost and the
airline is at fault, you have the right to claim compensation from the airline. Act quickly because you might
have to claim within seven days of your flight date. But
if you have travel insurance or home contents insurance that covers luggage, an insurance claim might be
a better option, depending on your excess.
The Citizens Advice website www.citizensadvice.org.uk
will tell you everything you need to know.
For more guidance, telephone Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 03454 040506 or visit Citizens Advice during opening hours. Details of office locations
are on www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshiresouth-vale.

Farewell Tea For Dr Angela Rowe
Goring & Woodcote Medical Centre

Please join us for a farewell tea party for
Dr Angela Rowe.

It will be held at
The Pavilion, Woodcote Village Hall,
Saturday 28th September from 3pm-5.30pm.
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Normandy 75th Anniversary Exhibition
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum

The new exhibition, Normandy 75: Oxfordshire to the Orne,
will go on display at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum
from 7th August – 3rd November 2019. This exhibition will
combine a travelling exhibition from the National Army
Museum with stories that staff at the museum have
collected from around Oxfordshire. These stories will be
told through objects, a map of key locations, and quotes
from Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire-born soldiers who
served on D Day and beyond.
The National Army Museum’s touring exhibition marks the
75th anniversary of the Normandy Campaign. The
exhibition will tell the courageous stories of soldiers who
fought in Normandy and during D Day, and will detail the
events that helped secure an allied victory.
To enhance the National Army Museum exhibition, staff at
the museum have been working to collect stories of World
War 2 from around Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire.
Peggy Ainsworth, Collections Manager explains, ‘In
addition to our own regimental stories, we wanted to use
this exhibition as a way to represent the local soldiers who
contributed to the Normandy campaign. There have been
many fascinating stories coming in from the public, which
we will be telling through artefacts from our collection and
information gained through our Stories of Conflict and
County campaign launched last year.’
Soldiers from the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry were some of the first to set foot in Normandy on
the 6th of June 1944, and were perhaps most famous for
the capture of Pegasus Bridge in the early hours of the
morning, prior to the beach landings. Visitors can put
themselves in the shoes of these soldiers and sit inside a
life-size reproduction of a Horsa Glider’s compartment and
listen to recorded interviews of D Day veterans.
The exhibition will run from the 7th August – 3rd November
2019 and will end with a special collecting day on the 2nd
November. SOFO’s ‘We’ll Meet Again’ Collections Day will
encourage members of the public to bring objects to the
museum and tell their stories of Oxfordshire from the
Second World War to the 1970’s. Any objects donated or
loaned on the day will be used to form our Second World
War and Reminiscence displays.
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is open from Tuesday
-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 11am-5pm and Sunday 2pm5pm. The county’s only military history museum is located
in the grounds of the Oxfordshire Museum, Park Street,
Woodstock
Duncan Parsons
frontofhouse@sofo.org.uk

John Howell, MP Writes…
By the time this newsletter is published the summer break
will have ended and we will be back to normal - whatever
that is these days. When Parliament returns it is
anybody’s guess what will happen and in the vacuum of
the silly season the media are promulgating all sorts of
scenarios.

During the recess I spent quite a bit of time knocking on
doors in a number of streets in a range of towns and
villages across the constituency. I took a random
selecting of streets so that I could get a spread of views
and a feel for the national, international and local issues
that were on people’s minds. It is good to talk to people at
times other than when campaigning for an election. It
gives an opportunity for me to find out what really matters
to people and to discuss issues.
I know that many people are disenchanted with politics
and that the behaviour of some politicians over the
months has led to a low view of all. Let me assure you
that some politicians, including me, are as fed up with
colleagues as the public are. I share many of the
frustrations of recent times especially what seems to be
constant jockeying for opportunities for self-promotion
rather than a willingness to tackle the tasks in hand. I am
also frustrated at efforts to interfere with democratic
process to achieve what sometimes seems to be
personal views. And, although the choice of our new
Prime Minister and process of selection were not
favoured by all, now that he is in post I believe we should
give him a chance. We are in difficult times, but it is clear
to me that people are fed up with the current uncertainty.
I very much agree with this. Uncertainty can be very
debilitating, and most situations are much easier to deal
with once you know just what you are dealing with.
When Parliament returns after the recess I will be much
more limited in the time I have to knock on doors,
however I will continue to do so when I can. I will also
continue to make time to meet with constituents who
want to discuss something with me. If you have an issue
or concern relating to Parliament which you would like to
discuss please email or phone my office. Depending on
the issue or concern sometimes one of my team will be
able to assist more quickly than me, especially if you
have a problem that needs our help in contacting a
government department to resolve the matter.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the August 2019 Update.
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Agatha Christie Weekend 2019
Fri 6th to Sun 8th Sept

The Agatha Christie Weekend 2019 has an intriguing programme of events...


Friday evening will feature Science Oxford's CSI Wallingford at Wallingford Museum.
The crime scene is still fresh, so it’s time to send in the forensic team to collect evidence and unravel alibis. This Forensic Challenge includes blood splatter analysis,
chemical testing for gun residues, and digital forensics. We estimate the challenge will
take roughly 1.5 - 2 hours. Bring your mobile phone for photographing clues.
Sessions from: 6.30pm, 7.15pm and 8pm; suitable for ages 18+
Booking (£12) in advance essential, at https://scienceoxford.com/events/csi-wallingford
-agatha-christie-weekend or buy tickets from Wallingford Museum or phone 01491
651127



The Saturday evening talk at Cholsey Chuch (where Agatha Christie and Max Mallowan are buried) will be
'Murder Most Flowery: Agatha Christie's Use of Horticulture in the Creation and Solving of Whodunits' by Ruth
Brompton-Charlesworth Ph.D. FLS. This fascinating talk for all with an interest in gardens, detects the importance of Agatha’s plant knowledge in the solving of crime and the committing of murder!
Venue: 8pm Cholsey’s St. Mary’s Church (doors open at 7.30pm)
Tickets £12 (incl glass of wine) bookable in advance online or from Ray Park Butcher, Cholsey or Wallingford
Museum or phone 01491 651127



All weekend there is an enhanced Agatha Christie exhibition ('At home with the Queen of Crime') at Wallingford
Museum, and an acclaimed 'A is for Agatha' art exhibition inspired by her books in Cholsey Old School, where
refreshments are available.
The heritage Cholsey and Wallingford Railway will be running trains linking the town and village.



As usual, there are a range of guided walks, such as the Agatha Christie Trail between Wallingford and Cholsey, history, and themed walks around the town, and Cholsey churchyard and Church.



"Tea ! Bless ordinary everyday afternoon tea ! " - Agatha Christie
On Sunday, take a look inside the Grade 1 listed Town Hall to brush up on local history and view the Town
treasures and on Saturday afternoon partake in a vintage style tea.
The theme may be murder, but the emphasis is on enjoyment!

H. Poirot
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

The Wallingford Historical & Archeological Society
'Latest Thinking On Roman Dorchester-on-Thames: From Origins To Demise'
This latest talk at The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) will be given by Paul Booth of
Oxford Archaeology.
The training excavation completed its tenth and final field season in the allotments at
Dorchester in summer 2018. Although modest in scale this excavation has added evidence that contributes significantly to our understanding of the Roman town and has
prompted consideration of wider questions of early and late Roman transitions in the
immediately surrounding area. Aspects of these questions will be reviewed in the light
of ongoing post-excavation analysis of the excavations.
Paul Booth, is the Senior Project Manager with Oxford Archaeology, where his responsibilities include management of a wide range of projects both in the field and in postexcavation. His work covers most periods but his principal expertise and interest is in
the Roman period in Britain, which includes specialist input on Roman pottery.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 11th Sept, 7.45 for 8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.
Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Katharine Keats-Rohan
www.twhas.org.uk
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Cycle Survey – Have Your Say
Cyclists from across the county are being invited to complete a survey about what they like or dislike about cycling
in Oxfordshire. The results will be used by Oxfordshire County Council to help shape Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) – new plans to radically improve Oxfordshire’s cycling network and make it attractive, comfortable and easy to use for all cyclists.
Oxfordshire county council has an ambition to enhance walking and cycling routes
across the county to help people improve their health and wellbeing, whilst also
reducing pollution and congestion. This is part of our work to make towns, villages
and the city healthier places to live and deliver on our climate change emergency
commitments.
Have your say by completing the survey: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cyclesurvey.
Please be aware the weblink takes you onto a page that say ‘other ways to complete your survey’. Click this button and it will take you through to the survey.

If interested in advertising in
the South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in September 2019
September 1st

11.15am Family Service
4.00pm Choral Evensong at St
Thomas’ Goring

September 3rd

2.30pm Prayer meeting in Church

September 8th

11.15am Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)

September 11th 7.00pm Rev Steve Hohnson will
be inducted to his new
Church Stretton, Salop

September 10th

No Women’s Institute
meeting this month.

September 15th

Car Boot Sale to support
the Shop (The Rec,
8am set-up, 9am gates
open to public)

September 16th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

September 21st

Cholsey Repair Café
(Cholsey Pavilion, 11.00am
-1.45pm)

September 27th

South Stoke Historical
Society AGM
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

September 28th

Ridgeway Ramble & Lunch
Save the date, see details
on pg 2 of this newsletter.
(The Shop, 9.30am for
10am start)
Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, from 2.15pm)

th

September 15 11.15am Morning Prayer (BCP)
September 18th 10.30am Coffee Morning in St
Andrew’s
September 22nd 11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)
September 29th 10.30am United Benefic Holy
Communion Service at
St Thomas’ Goring

The Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 6th
October at 11.25 am. It’s a Family Service.
There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.
You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. The website is
www.thomandmary.org.uk and emails can be sent
to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.

October 8th
October 17th

South Stoke Historical
Society. Morning visit to
Chalgrove Church.

October 18th

Autumn/Winter Fashion
Show with Denny from
Bagatelle Boutique. Save
the date, details to follow.

November 21st

Christmas Shopping
Evening & Ladies’ Supper.
Save the date.

TBD

Family Fun Relay Run
Details to follow. (The Rec,
10.00am - 1pm)

Harry Hogg & Lou Verrill
Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. Deadline
for the October issue: Sunday 22nd September 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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