South Stoke Housing Development Project Group – July Report

Appendix A

As there has been no further communications - since the meeting on 22nd May with representatives of both The
Diocese and their preferred developer/Rectory Homes (as reported to the June PC meeting) I contacted David
Mason on the telephone on 4th July.
He assured me that Rectory Homes (RH) were pressing ahead with their various investigations and surveys, and
that he had met with them the previous week. Amongst other things they had held a joint meeting with Stuart
Roberts* of the Sovereign Housing Association (SHA), and this had proved much more positive than their previous
attempt at a collaboration with the SHA.
*Stuart Roberts was the SHA Manager, who the SSPC/I dialogued with extensively before, during and after the
planning application was submitted for the four affordable homes which were eventually built on the Glebe field
in 2014/2015
David also advised that RH were now giving serious consideration to providing a vehicular access to at least the
proposed 23 space car-park on the Glebe field, if not also to the proposed 20 new homes.
The Diocese now expected that we would have a further joint representatives - SSHDP, Diocese and RH -meeting
in early to middle August, which could pave the way towards a joint Parishioner Presentation with the Community
Building Group, sometime in September.
I will keep the Parish Council of any further developments.
07.07.2019
Roy McMillan
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Churches for Mission and the Community
Make your church building a resource for the future

A Forum for Friends of
Churches and Chapels
All denominations welcome
Dorchester Abbey
September 28th 2019
10:00 a.m.– 3:30 p.m.
Tickets (£10) available at
www.ohct.org.uk/events/

DORCHESTER
ABBEY

Churches for Mission and the Community
A Forum for Friends of Churches and Chapels
Dorchester Abbey, September 28th 2019
all denominations welcome
Programme

Registration: from 9:30 (dedicated parking available nearby)
Introductions (10:00)
Plenary I
The Importance of Friends of Churches
Sir Tony Baldry TD DL (Church Estates Commissioner
2010-15)
Sustainability of Churches
Dr David Knight (Senior Church Buildings Officer, C of E)
Refreshments
Workshop I
Plenary II
The National Churches Trust: support for churches &
chapels
Nigel Mills (NCT Church Support Officer)
Buffet Lunch
Workshop II
Panel Discussion
with Bernard Taylor DL (Chair of the 2017 Review of the
Sustainability of English Churches and Cathedrals), Sir
Tony Baldry and other presenters
Close and Evening Prayer (3:30)

Workshops

Leaders with experience in each area will support discussion
and foster an exchange of ideas. Participants will be asked
to select two topics from:• Setting up Friends Organisations
• Practical help from your community
• Major projects in small churches: what they can achieve experiences of two Churchwardens
• Project planning: key tasks and the order to do them in
• Quinquennial inspections: a users’ guide
• Fundraising
• Make your church a place of pilgrimage for schools
• Moving on in faith: using your building to support the
church’s mission
Tickets (£10 including lunch) available at ohct.org.uk/events/

DORCHESTER
ABBEY
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South Stoke Rights of Way (RoW) proposals
Report
Parish Council members will be aware of the above investigation, which has been active during June and July.
Maurice Scarratt, Michael Saunders and the writer formed a mini project group for this work, and we have
1. Delivered an Explanatory note and Affidavit forms - see attached copies - to some 60+ specific
households* in the Parish during weekend 16th/17th June - our thanks to Cllr Urbick for help with the
printing
*Households where we understood that their was an adult or adults living who had lived within the parish
for at least 20 years
2. Attempted to collect completed Affidavit Forms from the same households the following weekend, and
where there was no success, we made a final attempt to collect on the weekend 29th/30th June. In total, we
collected some 63 completed forms to-date.
3. At two meetings last week we analysed the 63 completed forms - see attached summary results - and
formulated the undernoted:

Recommendations to the SSPC
Of the five potential routes, identified by Parishioners as regularly used pedestrian pathways, but which were not
recognised, or included by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) in their publications which were displayed around the
Parish in 2017, we would make the following recommendations.

Route 1 - Description: From the top of South Bank to the boundary of the Parish at the junction of
the B4009 and Grove farm Road (on the field headland on the Western side of the
B4009)
- Land ownership: Half owned by the Oxford Diocese and half owned by Christ Church College (Ch Ch).
The field is under agricultural use, and is controlled by the local tenant farmer on
behalf of the owners. (Mr Martin Bullock holds the tenancy)
- Recommendation: That the PC should apply to OCC to have this path recognised as a RoW, or failing
that a permissive footpath
- Reasoning: Used by many for many years and safety considerations

Route 2 - Description: From The Street to the River and along the riverbank in both directions
- Land ownership: Ch Ch (NB: part of which may still be rented to the owners of the Old Vicarage,
whom we think recognise that use of the path by Parishioners as being granted
under a sort of grace and favour heading)
- Recommendation: That the PC should apply to OCC to have this path recognised as a RoW, or failing
that a permissive footpath
- Reasoning: Used by many for many years, primarily by Parishioners - giving access to a lovely part of
the riverbank. NB 1 - currently used by the SS Fishing Club, who pay a rental to OCC.
NB 2 - Previously used by the SS Primary School both before and after the 2nd World war
for access to their swimming “facilities”. (Photographic evidence available).

Route 3 - Description: From The Street to the Little House and the Bier Path.
- Land ownership: Ch Ch
- Recommendation: That the PC should apply to OCC to have this path recognised as a RoW
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- Reasoning: Used by many for many years as a pedestrian access to both the Church and the Village
Hall. Also the only vehicular access for the owners of the Little House.

Route 4 - Description:

From Ferry Road to the Recreation Ground

- Land ownership: ? (the writer will endeavour to obtain some clarification on this)
- Recommendation: Leave as is
- Reasoning: At least 2 of the owners of the four houses (Newtown Cottages) who front on to this
pathway/driveway, appear to be happy for Parishioners to continue to use it, but would
not want it publicised as a RoW

Route 5 - Description:

From the Bogey Hole to the 4 Arches Viaduct and the River

- Land ownership: East of the ditch by Ch Ch, and West of the ditch by Mr Peter Wilson (of Moulsford
Manor). Mr Martin Bullock is the tenant for the Ch CH part.
- Recommendation: Leave as is or ask the owners for a permissive footpath agreement.
- Reasoning: There is considerable evidence from some of the suppliers of Affidavits that this route has
been subject to the owners erecting fences and notices over the years to prevent access.
The route however does allow Parishioners to have a worthwhile circular path near the
village incorporating the current OCC recognised footpaths from Ferry Road to the Bogey
Hole and the Ridgeway footpath along the River Bank to the Slipway and Ferry Lane.

We will hold onto the individual Affidavit response forms until such time as the PC decides on a course of action.

Roy McMillan
and on behalf of Maurice Scarratt and Michael Saunders
08.07.2019

Rights of Way in South Stoke
RoW - page 1 of 4
The South Stoke Parish Council (PC) has been asked by many residents to regularize the use of certain pathways in and
around the village, which are currently not shown on Oxfordshire County Council’s (OCC) Rights of Way map of the
Parish, but which Parishioners have walked for many years.
In order to have some or all of the following 5 routes included as Rights of Way we have to ask residents who have lived
in South Stoke for more than 20 years to provide affidavits that they have used some or all of these pathways for 20
years or indeed longer.
Maurice Scarratt, Michael Saunders and Roy McMillan - who are acting on behalf of the PC - have prepared these pages,
and we will be delivering a copy to every household in the Parish, where we believe the householders can fulfill this 20
year plus knowledge requirement.
We will be hand delivering these documents to the house-holds concerned during the weekend 15th/16th June, and will
then come round the following weekend to the same households to collect in any completed and signed affidavits.
These will then be forwarded to OCC to start the ball rolling for such pathways to eventually appear on the County’s
Rights of Way map.
We will provide enough affidavit signature forms to each house-hold for the number of adults currently living there who
qualify for the 20 year residence requirement.
We would ask that if you can confirm that you have used one or more of these 5 routes for 20 years or more that you
complete both sides of the attached Affidavit Form in respect of the route or routes in question, and keep it until we
come round to collect same next weekend.
The Parish Council would like to thank you for your help with this initiative, but if you have any queries please contact
Roy McMillan - 07770-592667 - roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
Proposed new SS Parish Right of Way - Route 1

RoW page 2 of 4
Proposed new SS Parish Right of Way - Route 2

Proposed new SS Parish Right of Way - Route 4

Proposed new SS Parish Right of Way - Route 3

Proposed new SS Parish Right of Way - Route 5

South Stoke Rights of Way affidavit
RoW ‐ Page 3 of 4

Title: e.g., Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms
First Name:
Second/Surname:

Home Postal Address
House Name or Number:
Street or Road Name:
South Stoke
Reading
Oxfordshire
Post Code:
Length of time, that I have lived in South Stoke:

years

I confirm that I have walked the following route or routes on a regular basis for the number of
years noted ‐ and signed for ‐ below:
Route 1

Route 2

Route 3

Route 4

Route 5

From the top of
South Bank to the
Parish boundary at
junction with Grove
Farm Road, as per
the attached map.
Number
of years:

From The Street to
the River and along
the River bank, as
per the attached
map.

From The Street to
the Little House
& Bier Path, as per
the attached map

From Ferry Road
to the Recreation
Ground, as per the
attached map.

Number
of years:

Number
of years:

Number
of years:

From the Bogey
Hole to the Four
Arches Viaduct and
the River, as per
the attached map.
the attached map.
Number
of years:

Please only sign below for the Route or Routes that you have walked for 20 or more years
Signature:

Signature:

Signature:

Signature:

Signature:

Dated:
NB ‐ Please also complete the 5 supplementary questions on the other side of this page

Supplementary RoW Affidavit questions
RoW ‐ Page 4 of 4
For
Route 1

For
Route 2

For
Route 3

For
Route 4

For
Route 5

Q1 To your knowledge, has this route always run over the same course?
Please enter "Yes" or "No" 
Q2

To your knowledge, has there ever been any locked gate, or other obstruction
on this route?
Please enter "Yes" or "No" 

Q3 Have you ever been stopped or turned back when using this route?
Please enter "Yes" or "No" 
Q4 Have you ever been told that this route was not public?
Please enter "Yes" or "No" 
Q5 Have you ever seen any notices such as “Private” or “No Public right of way”.
Please enter "Yes" or "No" 

If you wish to add any further information re any of the above questions, please complete the boxes
below, and relate any comment or comments to the relevant Route number and Question number
My comment in the box below relates to Route Number:

and Question Number:

My comment in the box below relates to Route Number:

and Question Number:

My comment in the box below relates to Route Number:

and Question Number:

My comment in the box below relates to Route Number:

and Question Number:

My comment in the box below relates to Route Number:

and Question Number:

Comment:

Comment:

Comment:

Comment:

Comment:
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Rights of Way questions and Answers Summary
n = 63, completed affidavits.
1. To your knowledge, has the route always run over the same course?
Yes
No

Route 1
32
5

Route 2
39
2

Route 3
41
1

Route 4
44
3

Route 5
35
5

2. To your knowledge has there ever been any locked gate or other obstruction on this
route?
Yes
No

Route 1
1
32

Route 2
10
34

Route 3
0
42

Route 4
4
35

Route 5
5
35

3. Have you ever been stopped or turned back when using this route?
Yes
No

Route 1
1
33

Route 2
3
38

Route 3
0
45

Route 4
1
48

Route 5
0
41

Route 4
3
49

Route 5
5
37

4. Have you ever been told that this route was not public?
Yes
No

Route 1
1
33

Route 2
8
33

Route 3
3
39

5. Have you ever seen any noticed such a “private” or “no public right of way”?
Yes
No

Route 1
0
34

Route 2
5
36

Route 3
0
42

Route 4
0
49

Route 5
5
39

This slipway and surrounding area is maintained by
South Stoke Parish Council and is free to use by the
public. If you feel you would like to make a small
donation to help with the upkeep, our little village
would be very grateful.
The link below will take you to our South Stoke Slipway
PayPal donation page.

paypal.me/pools/c/8giLqu7mz7

This Phone Box is now owned and maintained by South
Stoke Parish Council. If you feel you would like to
make a small donation to help with the renovations
and installation of a defibrillator, our village would be
very grateful.
The link below will take you to our South Stoke Phone
box and Defibrillator PayPal donation page.

paypal.me/pools/c/8giKOYNoZY

South Stoke Parish Council is currently raising money
for a new community building. If you feel you would
like to make a small donation to help with the design
and build of a new community building, our village
would be very grateful.
The link below will take you to our South Stoke
Community Building PayPal donation page.

paypal.me/pools/c/8giLh6MSaL

South Stoke Parish Council is working on a number of projects and activities in and around the
village. Donations to help with any of our activities are always welcome and will be put to
good use here in the village.
The links below will take you to our various PayPal donation pages.
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South Oxfordshire District Council – Deep Cleanse Service
AREA

South Stoke,
B4009,
Wallingford
Road
From 1 – 10
Glebe Cottages
down to the
cross roads
with Cross
Keys Road

LITTER SWEEP WEEDS
PICK



MOSS

PHOTO
(If applicable)

PRIORITY?

2
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South Stoke,
B4009,
Wallingford
Road
From 1
Wallingford
road, to the
Junction with
Ferry Road,
particularly
near the
junction where
path has been
reduced < 10
inches.



1
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South Stoke,
The Street
From the
Chapel Close
throat to the
bottom of
Cross Keys
Road



4



3

South Stoke,
The Street
From the
bottom of
Cross Keys
Road to the
junction with
Ferry
Road/Ferry
Lane

Appendix K
Dear Clerk,
A few years ago, when discussions were held in the village about what we, as a village would like.... a
village plan! It was noted, quite high on the list, along with a bus service, to have some allotments.
Nothing has ever happened about this, even though it was more popular than a new village hall.
I would like to request, that this be brought to the attention of the Parish Council. With the hope
that they may also be in favour of re allocating some allotments to villagers who, like me would like
a place to grow plants. It is my understanding that historicly there were always allotments in the
village, and I for one would love to have them reinstated.
I thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
Yours sincerely
Tanya Seabrook

Appendix L
Good Morning Laura
Hope you are well,
Not sure if you can add this to your next Parish Council meeting,
Many of us cannot attend due to work etc,
As a South Bank resident (no2) I have been chatting to my neighbours regarding the Glebe and its
suggested planning at some point, We feel strongly about the parking issues down South Bank and
feel in time it can only get worse,(I have to park my private car elsewhere due to this fact).
As you may be aware I am against any building on the Glebe as its unique to our village and it serves
a purpose as it is.
We hear/read little bits about Cross Keys getting additional parking to help with the shop/hall etc
and some residents,
We feel that if that can be done so it should for South Bank, it’s the only one chance of helping the
parking issues.
Thank you Laura
enjoy the baking weekend
best wishes
Paul Stevens

