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Mid-Summer BBQ Raises £1,140
For Our Local Bus Service

The Pace Never Seems To Slow...
There is usually a lot going on (though it doesn’t always
seem so), and this summer is no exception.
Currently two major projects continue: the Housing Development project as well as the Community Building
Project (formerly the Hall/Shop project). As is typical to
projects of this nature, there are ups and downs that
need to be manoeuvred. What is notable is the commitment of so many who volunteer their time, insights
and energy to work for the benefit of the village. For a
parish the size of South Stoke, it is incredible the number of individuals who step up and help out. We are
incredibly fortunate to live in such a beautiful place,
populated with committed and hard-working individuals.
We are planning to set up an Emergency Plan Committee (see pg 2 of this newsletter), and this is being done
to help the whole community, particularly the most vulnerable, to be well taken care of in the event that some
type of emergency event occurs. We can use help on
that, so please contact Cllr Hathaway or our Clerk.
Bryan Urbick, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
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We had a great BBQ on Saturday afternoon on the
Rec. Many thanks to all of you who attended and supported the event. I am delighted to report that we
raised a total of £1,165 for Go Forward buses.
The weather was kind to us and a table of hardy villagers remained, even after we had cleared up and gone
home. We only asked that the put their table and chairs
away and finish what was left in the Barrel, on the
house. They managed the first task but failed the second as there were still a few pints left in the keg on
Sunday morning.
I am pleased to report that at the third attempt a group
of Villagers including Phil Wortley, Toby Dixon Gareth
Dean and others outbid the crowd for The GO Forward
Bus Ride. They paid a splendid £150 and are currently
planning their outing. The big surprise in the raffle was
that Sally Woodall did not win first prize: her ticket came
out of the bag first in each of the previous two years.
I would like to give special thanks to
The Perch and Pike
Paul Stevens
Toby Dixon
Paul Jenkins
Ridgeway Brewery
Lafford and Leavey Ltd
All of the above made generous donations of cash and
prizes.

Our local bus service, at a local bus stop...
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As always this event succeeded in its twin objectives –
supporting the Village Bus and getting villagers together
to enjoy each other’s company. Thanks to the team
who made this happen. In no particular order, Dave and
Hilary Lucas, John Lindley, Keith Whale, Sally Woodall
and Selina Bond.
Mike Ward who runs Go Forward Buses is grateful for
the support that the Village provides and always needs
more. Please bear the Bus in mind if you are looking for
a Village Charity to support.
Nigel Bond & Team
Another exceptional BBQ, Nigel and team. A very big
thanks to you all! - Editor
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Film Night

Friday 12th July
South Stoke Village Hall

South Stoke Parish Emergency Plan
Whilst the evenings are light and hopefully the sun is
shining, the Parish Council is already starting to think
about the shorter nights and inclement weather,
amongst other things. Our Parish Emergency Plan is in
desperate need of updating, and not surprisingly, another round of volunteers to help support it. We have
an absolutely lovely village with great community spirit,
though even the social butterflies amongst us don’t
know the names of every single person in our Parish.
The Emergency Plan includes some very real risks snow, flood, fire & damage to electrical infrastructure and some more extreme risks such as train derailment,
plane crash etc. Regardless of the risk, in the event
something happens, we would all like to think that every
person in our Parish has someone looking out for them.
With the help of an Emergency Plan Committee, who
would need to meet once or twice a year, we hope to
have “everyone covered” in a time of need, but also
know who needs the greatest help, the most urgently.
Initially we will need a couple of meetings to start with to work out what we may need and how to classify vulnerable people, skills, equipment, etc, in order to be
able to right a comprehensive procedure.
Our aim is to have a main contact (and possibly a backup) in each area of the village, who, in the event of any
given emergency would know which homes had specifically vulnerable people in them, and would be able to
go door-to-door in their zone to keep people informed
of the current status.

DOORS OPEN 7:00 pm
FILM BEGINS 8:00 pm
LICENSED BAR BEFORE & DURING
INTERVAL

In addition to the main contacts, we need to compile a
list of people with specific skills or equipment that would
be useful in any of the emergency situations that could
occur in our parish, for example chainsaws, 4x4s, generators, tractors, first aid training, high-vis jackets, etc.
Please do give this some thought and let us know if you
have ideas you’d like to add to our plan.

Tickets are £5, available from the Shop.
Note that there is a limit of 55 seats, so
please get your tickets in advance.

Please forward any ideas or offers to volunteer to be
part of the Emergency Plan Committee to Cllr
Hathaway (Diana.Hathaway@SouthStoke.org.uk), or
The Clerk (clerk@SouthStoke.org.uk), or at 13 Wallingford Road).
Lastly, the Emergency Plan will be held by the Parish
Council, SODC, OCC and SSE (in case they need to
send a generator on a truck to the village to get centralised power). Anyone on the list of vulnerable homes
would not be shared outside of the Parish, and the register would only record a house location and what service is needed, not personal details.
We do hope you will consider becoming part of our
merry crew, there may even be a Hi-Vis Vest in it for
the chosen few!
Cllr Dian Hathaway & Laura White (SSPC Clerk)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

31st May 2019 - our Vicar, Rev. Ben Phillips, front of the
pack riding a Penny Farthing on an Oxford street. We
have been informed that Ben is a great cyclist and this was
a birthday treat for him. Ten Oxfordshire clergy took part
and the event was covered by the BBC regional news.
July 2019
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South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the following comments to be taken
into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to
this application for the following reasons’. If you have
views about any planning application, you are encouraged
to submit them to the South
Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make representation to the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
No new applications at time of going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC






P19/S0171/RM - Land at Woodcote Road South
Stoke RG8 0JJ. Reserved matters application following Outline approval P17/S3206/O for residential
development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated
works, including access. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED (see SODC website for detail).
P19/S1072/FUL - Fifield Cottage Ferry Road South
Stoke RG8 0JL. Alterations to design of rear elevation of house and provision of building in garden following approval of replacement dwelling under permission P16/S3861/FUL. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED (see SODC website for detail).
P19/S0666/DIS - The Coaching Barn Littlestoke
Manor Little Stoke OX10 6AX. Discharge of condition 3 (joinery, insulation & new materials) on P18/
S0359/LB. (Alterations to implement a change of use
from agricultural store building (sui-generis) to an
arts/crafts centre (D1)). Application not subject to
public consultation (but open to public inspection).



P19/S1208/HH - The Laurels Cross Keys Road
South Stoke RG8 0JT. Erection of Double Bay Garage/Car Port with closed store to front left of house.
Oak frame with hipped ends pitched tiled roof. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED TO SEEK A DESIGN
SYMPATHETIC TO CURRENT LANDSCAPING.

Decisions by SODC
No new decisions at time of going to press.
--For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

South Stoke Community Shop

Thursday 11 July 2019 at 8.00pm
South Stoke Village Hall

Further information will be published on village
noticeboards and will have been sent to all
Shareholders in June.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£96)
(£72)
(£48)
(£24)

Sue Lyons
William Higgs
Neil Aldridge
Chris Bertrand

The July draw will take place on Monday 15th in the
Perch & Pike at around 8pm.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

Opportunity:
Withymead Nature Reserve
The post of Warden at Withymead Nature Reserve, on
the Bridle Way between Goring and South Stoke will
become available from September 2019. The post is a
three-year fixed term role. The position is for a Volunteer
Worker(s), which is unsalaried, but with on-site, rent-free
accommodation. This is an exciting opportunity for
someone with experience in conservation, ecology and
biodiversity.
For full details please email info@withymead.org or take
a look at the website www.withymead.org
Closing date for applicants 9th August.
Rebecca Joisce
Trustee, Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust
***

Shareholders’ Annual General Meeting
Date:
Venue:

The June draw took place on Monday 10th in the
Perch & Pike. The lucky winners this month were:

The Withymead Nature Reserve is owned and run by the
Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust. The purpose of the trust
is the promotion, protection and preservation of the flora
and fauna found in Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, and
within a radius of 10 miles from the village. The provision
of financial assistance to the schools and other organisations in the villages of Goring-on-Thames, Streatley and
the surrounding areas so that pupils and members can be
taught and learn about this flora, fauna and nature.
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Rights of Way (RoW)
In And Around the Parish
We advised in the June newsletter that we were about
to launch our RoW initiative. As a result we spent the
weekend of the 15th and 16th June delivering an
explanation leaflet and affidavit forms to households in
the Parish, in which we believed that there were adults
who had lived in and around the village for 20 years or
more – and who might have regularly walked one of the
five detailed pathways which are not currently
recognised as Rights of Way by Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC).

Needed: Recreation Ground
Play Equipment Maintenance
The Amenities Charity is very grateful to Robert Small
for his work in maintaining the play equipment on the
Recreation Ground. We are now looking for someone to
take on this role. It is not an arduous task but it does
need someone who can be on more or less immediate
call if there is an issue to be dealt with. If you feel you
might be able to help us keep our wonderful playground
fully functioning please contact me on
candjbertrand@gmail.com or 01491871835.
Chris Bertrand

Needed: New Village Hall Steward
The Amenities Charity is urgently seeking a new village
hall steward to sit on the Amenities Charity and keep an
eye on the village hall. Robert Small writes…
“This is an interesting role to a person who
has the village at heart.
It is not arduous,the main aptitude is observation. There are no fixed times, just pop in
when walking by, maybe three or four times
per week, checking all is in order ie water
taps/lighting/heating etc have not been left
on.

We spent the subsequent weekend – 22nd and 23rd June
- going round these same households collecting as
many affidavit forms as had been completed. At the time
of writing, we have collected about 40 where the
individuals concerned have confirmed that they have
walked one or more of the five pathways in question, for
more than 20 years. We know that there are still forms
that some Parishioners have yet to complete, and we
will make another and final attempt to collect these in
the weekend 29th & 30th June.
If perchance we have either omitted to include your
household in this exercise, and you have lived in the
Parish for over 20 years, or we have been unable to
collect a completed affidavit form, please make contact
with me, and we will endeavour to rectify the situation as
quickly as possible.
It is our aim to complete our analysis of the collected
information, and making our report and
recommendations to the Parish Council (SSPC) – at
their July meeting on the 15th. The Cllrs will ultimately
decide on what requests will then be made to OCC.
We – Maurice Scarratt, Michael Saunders and I – would
like to thank all those who have participated in this
exercise. We will summarise our findings and
recommendations, and include a brief report in the
August newsletter.
Roy McMillan
on behalf of the South Stoke Parish Council
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
By-field, Cross Keys Road
07770592667

Make sure that the hall is tidy for the next
hirer and consumables are not in short supply; that there are no obvious Health &
Safety issues staring you in the face ie
missing fire extinguishers, chairs stacked
badly etc. Five minutes is all it takes.
Once a month, with a check list in-hand,
tick the relevant boxes ie smoke alarm tests
etc.
As a key holder, liaise with gas/fire/electric
personnel to let them in the hall on their
appropriate service dates.
If there is a problem you are not sure about
or if it's urgent, contact the Chairman or
discuss it at the next meeting.
That’s all there is to it.”
Anyone who is interested please contact me as soon as
possible on candjbertrand@gmail.com or
01491 871835.
Chris Bertrand
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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On a very wet and dreary Tuesday afternoon we met in
the Village Hall for our June meeting. Thankfully the
atmosphere inside was a lot more welcoming than
outside.
After the business side of the meeting had been dealt
with, the members were informed of several trips
arranged by County. These trips include a visit to
Laycock Abbey and the Fox Talbot Museum, as well as
the Celebrity Evening with Dame Stella Rimington in
October. Our speaker, Cathering Sampson, was then
welcomed. Catherine gave an interesting and
informative talk entitled ‘What can go Wrong at Royal
Weddings’.
A delicious afternoon tea was provided by Pam
Seymour, and Pat Burrows. Two members celebrated
their birthday’s this month and we finished the afternoon
with a raffle.
Our July meeting will be our President’s Lunch, which
we hope, weather permitting, will be held in the garden.
Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com

Traffic delays are planned in Goring High Street and
weekend closures of Junction 13 of the M4
Two-way traffic lights in Goring High Street near the
Arcade on Thursday 4 and Friday 5 July will, no
doubt, cause delays. It is possible that there may be
further delays
over the weekend of 6-7 July
and possibly
extending to
Monday 8 July.

Next of course come the weeds. Now we all know a weed
is just a plant in the wrong place but there really is nowhere
in my garden that I want to see bindweed, never mind in
my fruit patch smothering the blackcurrants and
gooseberries from its root base fourteen feet down. And if
the Romans really did introduce ground elder, then it’s a
good job their empire collapsed!

Then I have had a feast of strawberries, the roses have
been wonderful, the peonies spectacular, the forget-menots unforgettable, and the violas just keep on flowering.

This is due to
work to dig a
trench across the road to extend the gas supply to the
new fish and chip shop next to the Arcade, from the
mains supply under the pavement outside The Goring
Grocer, and the subsequent reinstatement of the road
afterwards.
Junction 13, M4 at Chieveley will be closed for access
to and from the M4 between 10pm Friday and 6am
Monday over the next two or three weekends. This
includes the weekends of 5-8 July and 12-15 July,
plus possibly the weekend of 26-29 July.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Then there is the wildlife. The rabbit is my biggest pest. No
muntjac to deal with fortunately. Although I have a rabbit
fence installed round the garden each year, I seem to have
one rabbit visitor - just the one - but it has consumed 11 of
my 12 sunflowers (lovingly grown from seed), all of my
climbing peas (carefully grown in pots to avoid being eaten
by mice), and substantial chunks of my dahlias. Then of
course there are the aphids; disfiguring the leaves and
damaging the growing points of apples pears and plums,
smothering the rose buds, eating the lupin flowers, spoiling
the broad beans and carrying diseases; then the slugs and
snails, aided by the cabbage white and the pigeons,
making growing brassicas a fruitless task ; and the lily
beetle, I’ve lost count of how many I have crushed under
foot, destroying the lily blooms.

All is not doom and gloom. I saw a young toad the other
day - one of the gardeners best mates in the battle against
insect pests and I have blue tits and great tits that consume
huge quantities of insect larva, I have a nest of miner bees
pollinating the flowers and I forgive the blackbirds for
stealing my cherries leaving me with none while they trill
such a beautiful song.

Plan Ahead: Traffic Delays

The closures are due to continuing bridge refurbishment and surface reconstruction work.

Unlike most animals we human beings are forever trying to
control our environment. As gardeners, although we try to
work with nature, creating the garden that we can see in
our mind’s eye, is a constant battle with a wide range of
forces. Firstly, of course, the weather - which is never quite
right, April and May too dry and hot, June too wet and
windy - and considerable frost damage from the icy wind.

Foxgloves tend to seed themselves in the open earth of the
vegetable patch, and, this year, as there were so many,
rather than moving them, I decided to let them grow. “Glad
you’ve stopped fighting me.”, said Nature!

***

Organic tip for slug control
Get yourself a pair of Marigolds and a torch. Half fill a
bucket with a very strong salt solution and after dusk head
out into the garden slug hunting. As soon as you spot one
lift it off the plant and drop it into the bucket. The first time I
did this I didn’t wear gloves and the sticky residue was vile
and hard to wash off. Keep track of the numbers. When I
first started I was into more than a hundred in one go.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
Want to share your own gardening stories - or raise
discussion points? E-mail Chris (at above e-mail) or leave
a note in the Shop for him to pick up - Editor
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The South Stoke Historical Society Has Been Busy!
Christ Church Oxford Archives

Visit To Mapledurham

Thursday 30 May marked a departure from our usual
Research Days which have hitherto been based on
our own archive collections of photographs and document files. This time we
planned a session in the archive of Christ Church Oxford
by kind permission of the College Archivist Judith
Curthoys. We assembled under Christopher Wren’s 1680
iconic Tom Tower in St Aldate’s where Judith came to meet us.

Wednesday afternoon on the 12th June, under threatening
skies, 29 members and guests were met by the Miller of
Mapledurham, Corry Starling, on his home territory. What
an idyllic site! Corry spoke to the Society a couple of
months ago in South Stoke Village hall, and his passion
and enthusiasm enthralled the well-attended meeting such
that members and their guests looked forward to this visit.

Before proceeding to the archive rooms Judith took us
on a tour of the college taking in some of the usual
sights and some of the not so usual. At the Meadows
Building overlooking Christ Church Meadow, a glorious edifice in the High Victorian Gothic style, we were
conducted -delight of delights- over the No Visitors
rope to view a series of well groomed lawns and floral gardens. Most intriguing were the ‘secret’ doorways linking the nearby colleges of Corpus Christi
and Merton to Christ Church, one reputedly used by
King Charles during his sojourn here at the time of the
English Civil War.

Corry started his tour with a look at the main house, now
closed for renovation. He explained how we were looking
at the back of the Grade 1 listed home, built around 1588.
Though close to the river, the house faced towards
Caversham. When the house was built, the river was a
very unattractive slow-flowing and rather smelly highway in effect, a transport system. The family were of the
Catholic persuasion at a time when persecution and asset
seizure was rife. That family, the Blounts, are still in
possession today and worship in their private chapel
attached to the house.
However during the
persecution era, priests
secretly visited the family
arriving by river. On the gable
of an upstairs
dormer window, visible from
the river, was a fascia
covered in oyster shells. If this
was visible the priest could safely land. If the shells were
hidden by wooden boards it meant the priest should keep
going. Who’d have thought it?
Not far from the house is the church with a brick and flint
tower adjoining the stone building. A church that is part
Roman Catholic, part Protestant. Yes, I do mean that. In
the 19th century one of William IV’s 10 illegitimate children
was the vicar here. The church clock is marked W.R.

Photo by Pauline Garrett
We entered the cathedral through a small side door and
viewed the Edward Burne-Jones windows and the remnants of pre-Reformation glass. Once more how useful
to have a guide who has written a book on the college
architecture!
In the archive rooms Judith had very happily set out a
series of maps and documents some in book form but all
to do with South Stoke covering various periods up to
the 20 century. This gave us the opportunity to make
notes, ask questions and follow up individual interests
although time was too short for detailed study.
th

The Christ Church connection is very important for the
Historical Society and we hope to make regular visits to
the College Archive as part of on going research into our
village history.

Michael Saunders
michaelbsaunders@yahoo.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The mill was next on the tour. What a building! The mill
wheel looks like it has been there for years, but we know
Corry replaced the paddles and the wheel less than 5
years ago. The ceilings are low, the floors are rickety and
uneven, and the stairs to the upper floor bring you to an
even more higgledy-piggledy floor where you have to
watch where you are walking but also keep an eye on the
upper low beams. Even I had
to duck! What a fantastic
structure and it makes flour
too! To the other side of the
mill we saw the modern
Archimedes screw in action.
Amazingly, it doesn’t look out
of place. We saw how large it
is, but it appears to sit
comfortably and unobtrusively
in its position. It is the first
such installation on the Thames (2011) and the income
from electricity generation is paying for the upkeep of the
mill and much more.
After buying bags of flour and other sundries we headed
for the tearoom. Homemade scones with jam and cream
on pretty cake tier stands and lots of cups of decent tea.
This is the domain of Jane the miller’s wife. Excellent! And
the rain held off more or less. How lucky was that! If you
get the chance to go on Corry’s tour and eat Jane’s
scones, do so. Our members can vouch for a good time.

Linda Gatto
July 2019
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Where Do I Come From? Roots, Blood & Dreams
It’s said that one reason why we cannot travel through
time, one way or the other, is that time does not flow.
Make what you will out of that statement. Time can be
one spot in the here-and -now as we perceive it. Any
point in time for one person in one place must be
someone’s past and another’s future. The past has
made us what we are now, and what we are now will
make the future. Alright. A bit philosophical (as I tend to
be), but I’m sure you get my drift.

facts with buildings erected round them - not their original site of building. Or in the case of the Vasa, its sinking.

Top of the list is the
amazing new building
on the quayside housing the Titanic Experience. What is especially amazing here
that, as with the SS
Great Britain in Bristol,
the exhibition is on the
site where the ill-fated
ship was built. The
view from an upper
window in the Experience building in my
picture shows the line
of posts where the
shipyard was situated.
Unlike the superbly
well preserved ship, the Vasa in Stockholm, and the
nearer-to-us Maty Rose in Portsmouth, these are arte-

small harbour village advertises Irish language lessons
on a wall in the main bar. I believe this has been part of
a growing trend since
the Good Friday Agreement.

Northern Ireland is the old
province of Ulster, less
three counties ( which remain in the Republic) not
included at the time of Partition in the 1920s. DoneThis links to my title question and perhaps explains the
gal for one is in the exsurging interest in related TV programmes of the ‘who
treme North West with only
am I?’, ‘ where do I come from?’ genre, family history
a tiny corridor of land linkteaching and research, and DNA analysis via such web
ing it to the Republic of
sites as Ancestry.com. All very popular. As a historian,
Ireland. Protestant NorthI’m often asked what is the good of history. I answer
ern Ireland was partly a
thus: ‘take it away and you are floating in a here-andresult of plantations from
now world with no dimensions ’. Ironically Henry Ford’s
Scotland hundreds of
quote ‘History is bunk’ is now a matter of historical recyears ago, and this repreord. At least two TV channels and numerous web sites
sents a perplexity of roots
devoted to history gainsay this dictum.
and cultural identity. Are
the Ulster people British,
We like to know who we are and where we are from and
Irish or Scottish? There is a smart new museum and
how we fit into events of the past. Our interest, and
exhibition centre in Belfast all about the identity and fasometimes passionate search for roots, support exhausmous names of the Scots-Irish or the Irish-Scots.
tive documentary and other research. Old fading diaries
and sepia photographs are all part of the game.
Driving along the spectacular Antrim Coast road
One feature is English people searching for family conyou come to Larne, point
nections and Welsh, Irish or Scottish ancestry. These
of departure for the ferry
nations have clear cut identities and summon up images
to Cairnryan in Scotland
that perhaps we the English do not have. I have often
only 12 miles away.
wondered why we do not have a national dress for exLarne is so strongly Loyample. Now my own roots link back to Irish ones on my
alist or British that they
paternal grandmother’s side: the McMahons of Co. Monhave made a gold colaghan. Good enough to do a ‘ roots trip ’ to Ireland any
oured crown, about three
time.
metres high, the centrepiece of one of their
A trip to Ireland is a delight on any occasion. But in my
roundabouts. Sorry my
case the weight of sad history lies heavy. The AngloNorman invasion, the Protestant Ascendancy, the Flight transport passed too
of the Earls, the Famine, Emigration and Partition. And quickly to get a picture.
no place more so than in Belfast, now for some years
Further up the coast is the world famous Giant’s Causebooming and developing, new buildings and cranes eve- way and you start noticing place name signs and posts
rywhere.
in Scottish Gaelic not Irish. But a notice in a pub in a
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A bit about roots, a bit
about dreams - and
street art expressing
these. The political
street art in Belfast is
now a major tourist attraction and well on the
route of the hop-on, hopoff buses. Interesting to
note that the artistry of
these depictions is still developing and branching out on
all sorts of themes. Here is a mere selection.
Roots, blood or dreams or all three?
The Reflective Traveller
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Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
Announcement For Patients
From Dr Angela Rowe
I wish to let patients know that I will be retiring from the
Practice on the 30 September after 20 years. I realise
that this will come as a shock to most of you and disappointing following on so quickly after Dr Richards’ retirement.

Announcement: Shop Account Holders Monthly
Draw Winner was JANET POLAND. Congratulations
Janet, please pop up to the shop to claim your prize!
DON’T FORGET: Dates for your diary this summer!
Take a look at some of the events we have planned for
the summer season and pop them in your diaries!
Pizza & Pimms on the Park - Saturday 20th July 5pm.
We welcome back Daniel & team from SoleLuna Pizza
to the rec on Saturday 20th July from 5pm & the shop
will be serving Pimms on the park as well as remaining
open for the duration of the evening for snacks, ices
and cold beers.
‘School’s Out’ Party on the Park - Wednesday 24th
July from 4.00pm. South Stoke school and other local
schools in the area will break for summer on Wednesday 24th (or earlier for
some!). To celebrate
the start of the summer
holidays we are organising a “School’s Out!”
party on the Rec for
children & adults. Clare
Wortley is organising a
Parents v Kids Rounders match at 3pm. If
you and your children
fancy it just come
along to the Rec in
time for 3pm.
After the match we are delighted to be welcoming Jesseco Prosecco to South Stoke Rec along with her horse
box catering trailer offering
delicious choice of savoury
& sweet pancakes as well
as other snacks and of
course, all washed down
with a glass of Prosecco.
The shop will remain open
so bring along your friends
and family and ease yourself into the vacation vibe!
Car Boot Sale Returns - Sunday 15th September
2019.
Your junk could be someone else’s treasure! Clear out
your lofts and garages and come along to our 2nd Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 15th September 2019 on the recreation ground.
8am – set up for sellers, 9am – gates open to buyers.
--More events to follow in future newsletter issues, or for
more regular up-dates ‘like’ our page (The Shop at
South Stoke) on Facebook.
Jules Costello
managersouthstokeshop@hotmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Just to reassure you that I am neither ill nor unhappy at
the Practice. However, now my daughter will be leaving for University, I am going to join my husband in retirement and will be looking for us to spend more time
together without my work
commitment. So now is
the ideal time for me to
start the next chapter in
my life.
The last 20 years have
been very fulfilling and
enjoyable. I have been
very fortunate to be able
to serve the local community and to have had the
opportunity to be part of
the lives of so many patients, whom I will miss
very much.
I am delighted to inform you that Dr Amanda Gemmill,
who already works on a Tuesday afternoon at the Practice, will be succeeding me as a Partner in Woodcote. I
am sure those of you who have met her will agree that
she will be an excellent replacement.
I will let you all know in due course what I plan to organise for patients to mark my retirement.
Dr Angela Rowe

Planning Application: The Springs Golf Club
The Springs Golf Club, North Stoke, has applied to build
43 accommodation lodges and replace the former hotel
with a spa and reception area
A planning application to ‘reorganise tourism facilities’ at
the golf club has been submitted to SODC. The plan is to
demolish the old Springs Hotel building, which has been
mothballed since it closed in 2014 and is now in a poor
state of repair, and build a spa and a reception area for
the guests of the proposed 43 new hotel room-style lodges
and self-catering facilities. These are to be built in several
locations over the 133-acre site, with most of them
planned for the edge of the golf course close to the Wallingford Road. An extension and alterations to the existing
clubhouse are also planned.
The Golf Club site was purchased in June 2017 by Darwin
Escapes, a leisure company owning 22 holiday parks in
the UK, most of which provide golfing and other leisure
breaks. The 1874-built mock Tudor building was famous in
the 1970s for being the home of the lead singer of the rock
band Deep Purple, Ian Gillan, who built its guitar-shaped
swimming pool.
The target decision date for the application (P19/S1536/
FUL), which was submitted in May, is 21 August 2019.
Information thanks to GenieNews (www.genienews.org)

July 2019

8

July News
From The Woodcote Library

John Howell, MP Writes…
In April I wrote about on some aspects of the working of
Parliament. This was in response to questions about what
MPs do. This month I will continue with this.

Get set to blast-off in our FREE reading challenge at
your local library…

13th July to 14th September
Oxfordshire children can join the Rocket family
in libraries this summer for an epic adventure in
space!
Your mission is to track down mischievous aliens,
collect stickers and solve clues as you read six library
books of your choice.
Finish the challenge to get your own medal and
certificate!

Look out for fantastic new books and activities at
your library and try out the spacechase.org.uk
website to add to the fun!
The next meeting of our adult book club is on Monday
15th July at the usual time of 6pm.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions continue every
Thursday during term time for a 10am start. We will take
our usual summer term break, meaning no sessions
after 18th July until we re-start on Thursday 5th
September 2019.
Health Clinics this month are being held on Wednesday
10th and 24th from 9.30-10.30. Remember this session is
for babies, parents and carers only – not the general
public.
New members are always most welcome. Come and
relax with a coffee and remember we have free wi-fi
here too.

When voting MPs register their vote for or against the
question by physically going into an area to one side or the
other of the debating chamber which is known as a ‘lobby’.
Hence a vote is called a ‘division’. For MPs who are not in
the Chamber when a vote is called a division bell will ring
across the Parliamentary estate. This allows MPs who are
in other meetings to know they have 8 minutes to get to the
division lobbies. Those agreeing with the question will go
through the Aye lobby and those against will go through
the No lobby and their names are recorded as they pass
through. The process takes about 15 minutes.
I often have constituents ask me to attend a specific
debate on an issue that is particularly important to them. If I
can do so I will, but as I hope you will appreciate from
these articles, it is not always possible. However even if I
cannot attend a debate I can still support issues by writing
to Ministers or taking other action as appropriate to the
particular topic.

Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA

Library Opening Hours:
2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

From time to time images do the rounds on social media
suggesting that the Chamber of the House of Commons is
packed full when issues that directly affect MPs are
debated but empty when other issues are debated, in
particular welfare issues. You may not be surprised to learn
that this is a complete mis-representation. Debates in the
Chamber can continue for several hours and there will
inevitably be times when MPs have to go to other
meetings. In any debate the Chamber is usually most full at
the beginning for the opening speeches and then again
towards the end when the Minister sums up.

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.

Joanne Green
Manager, Woodcote Library
01491 682323
Joanne.Green@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

There are two debating chambers in the House of
Commons – the Chamber, which is often seen as the main
debating chamber on TV, and Westminster Hall. Much of
the Government business takes place in the Chamber
where statements from Ministers on key current issues,
questions to Ministers on issues relating to the work of their
Department, and debates take place. Where there are
differences on opinions among MPs there may be a vote at
the end of a debate. In Westminster Hall MPs can call for
debates on any issues of concern or interest. It is a
chamber for effective cross party working and robust
debate. There are no votes on debates in Westminster Hall
but a Minister from the Department to which the issue
relates will respond at the end of the debate.

Excerpted from the June 2019 Update.
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What Do You Think Of This Picture?

Cholsey Village Show

Saturday 10th August, 12noon ‘til 5pm

The new season of the Goring Gap Photo
Club starts with two excellent talks!
Tuesday 3 September Steven Galvin LRPS
on "Judge, Jury and Executioner"
http://stevengalvin.photography/
As an experienced judge as well as competitor in photographic competitions, Steven aims to inspire photographers to go out and take better photos and then process them into better quality images, His candid observations are intended to be thought-provoking, often humorous, informative, perhaps tongue-in-cheek, but always positive. His talk will include a reference to the
above photo from a totally non-political perspective!

Tuesday 17 September Damon Guy on
"Abstracts, Patterns and Art in your Eyes"
http://www.photokonnexion.com/damon-guy/
Two weeks later on 17 September, we are lucky to see
the return of writer/photographer, Damon Guy, who will
be talking about abstract art and photography. He will
show examples of abstract photographs and discuss
the nature of an abstract image. Abstract art enables
the artist to convey impressions and ideas from the images that we see.
He says ” Photo abstracts take
the viewer away from knowing or
recognizing the subject. Instead
they invite the viewer to almost
‘feel’ the textures, forms and other elements of the subject. Often
abstract photography makes the
object unrecognizable as an object in its own right. Instead it
directs attention to the look and feel – the essence of
the object.”
The talks are held at The Free Church Hall in Goring
RG8 9HB, starting at 8 pm. All welcome! Nonmembers £3

Cholsey HortSoc's big annual Village Show (the
76th!) attracts a large crowd to the Whitehead Meadow (car access via Station Road) for an afternoon full
of family entertainment. The Marquee with a huge
range of horticultural, craft and photo exhibits opens
for viewing at 1pm for the disabled and HortSoc members, and 1.30pm for the general public (plenty of free
parking on site). The entertainment features a Punch
& Judy/Magic
Show,
Fun
Dog Show,
and the Cholsey
Silver
Band. Come
along too to
meet Lu’s Owls and the Island Farm Donkeys. There
are children's "have a go" games, a bumper raffle with
fantastic high-value hampers, lots of charity/trade
stalls, and on-site boot sale. For refreshment you can
choose from a BBQ, bar, afternoon tea cafe and ice
creams. At the end of the afternoon there's an auction
of produce etc from the Show (major bargains to be
had!).
If you would like to enter something in the show there
are more than 120 classes to choose from covering
vegetables, flowers and floral decorative, domestic
produce (preserves, breads, cakes and bottles),
handicrafts (knits, crochet, embroidery, painting/
drawing, knitting, felting, etc) and photography, plus
various classes in three age groups for children. Lots
of cups to be won and most classes are "open."
Schedules and entry forms are now available in the
village from the HortSoc Store/Station Road allotments (open Saturday mornings), the Community Library, Park Butchers, and online at
www.CholseyHortSoc.org, or contact us (see below).
Do please take part.
If you are interested in having a stall at the Show or
boot sale, contact HortSoc Secretary Jennie Kent
01491 652100 and our rep. will be in touch with you.
www. CholseyHortSoc.org.uk, https://
www.facebook.com/CholseyHortSociety/
Jennie Kent
for Cholsey Horticultural Society

Take a look at many of
Simon Booker’s amazing
photos: www.stokerpix.com .

Janet Phillips
Publicity Officer
Goring Gap Photography Club
http://www.goringgapphoto.co.uk/
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Stokerpix
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Summer Holiday Family Fun

Wallingford Museum @ BunkFest

Wallingford Museum has a series of mini-challenges
during the summer holidays, and a special 'Mystery
Day' ! By popular request, these are interactive family
friendly events.

Wallingford Museum has three special offers for the
town’s BunkFest:-

Have you ever wondered how things used to work? This
is your chance to try writing in hieroglyphics, spinning
wool, making a magnetic compass and other simple experiments and games. Just drop into the Museum any
time between 11am and 4pm to have some fun experimenting!
Entry is by Museum ticket at the door - £5 per adult
(which gives unlimited entry until 30 November) but accompanied children are FREE.

NEW SPECIAL OFFER: you may wish to join our
regular Saturday Town Walk (11am from Town Hall).
This is a general walk covering the rich history of our
town, but also touching on the links with Agatha Christie
and 'Midsomer Murders'. This will appeal to residents
and visitors alike. There is a charge of £5, but for BunkFest a voucher will be issued to provide you with the
opportunity to also visit the Museum on Saturday or
Sunday.

Sue Wright
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Steve Capel-Davies
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Firstly, extended Opening Hours ..... Tuesday to Friday
2pm - 5pm, Saturday 10.30am - 5pm, Sunday 10.30am Our mini-challenges will be spread over five weeks, with 5pm.
a new challenge each week. Just drop in during our usuSecondly, special admission prices ...... Between Friday
al opening hours - you will need about 30 minutes to
30th Aug and Sunday 1st Sept the Museum is offering a
complete the challenge.
special 2-for-1 admission. Two adults can enjoy the MuEach challenge runs from Tuesday to Sunday, starting
seum for just £5 in total (normally £5 each). AccompaTuesday 30 July and ending Sunday 1 September, with nied children are FREE.
the following
Thirdly, on Friday 30th August and Sunday 1st Septemthemes:ber, there are two Guided Walks ably led by a member
1. Hunt the Dragons
of The Wallingford Historical & Archaeological Society.
2. Solve the Picture
On Friday you can join an history walk around WallingPuzzles
ford Castle (unsuitable for dogs!) at 4pm, starting from
3. Get the Emojis
Wallingford Museum and lasting about 2 hours. Immerse
4. Solve the Word
yourself in the town's fascinating local history!
Puzzles
5. Read the Runes
On Sunday, you are invited to take a gentle stroll around
our lovely historic town. Meet for the walk at Wallingford
Complete three
Museum at 11am, and be back by 1pm.
challenges over 3
weeks to win a prize from the museum shop, (one entry These two walks are FREE (donations really appreciatper person)!
ed!), but they would also be an excellent opportunity to
combine with a visit to the Museum to see our exhibiOur 'Mystery Day' is an Experiment Day on Sat 17 Autions.
gust!

AGATHA CHRISTIE WEEKEND in Wallingford and Cholsey
Breaking news for your diary .... Friday 6th to Sunday 8th Sept

This year’s Agatha Christie Weekend is looking to be bigger and better than ever before! This is a joint initiative by Wallingford Museum and Cholsey 1000 Plus.
Main events summary:








Science Oxford's CSI Forensic Challenge
Celebrity talk: 'Murder Most Flowery: Agatha Christie's Use of Horticulture in the Creation and
Solving of Whodunits' by Ruth Brompton-Charlesworth Ph.D. FLS.
Exhibitions: 'At home with the Queen of Crime' at Wallingford Museum, and an 'A is for Agatha'
art exhibition in Cholsey Old School, The heritage Cholsey & Wallingford Railway will be running trains linking town and village
Agatha Christie Trail walks
Guided history walks and themed walks around Wallingford, and Cholsey churchyard.
View the Town treasures and partake in an afternoon vintage style tea in the Town Hall

As the Weekend is all organised by volunteers, we would very much welcome any help. It should be fun and Judy Dewey looks forward to hearing from you! (tel: 01491-651127).
Please come and join us for a fabulous weekend of celebrations for the life and works of our internationally acclaimed
local author!
Further details, and how to book, will be posted online.
H. Poirot
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in July 2019
July 7th

11.15am Ben’s Special Family
Service
4.00pm Chorale Evensong at St
Thomas’ Goring

July 9th

2.30pm Prayer Meeting in St
Andrew’s

July 9th

July 14th

11.15am Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)

Women’s Institute
(President’s Lunch)

July 11th

July 16th

2.30pm Prayer Meeting in St
Andrew’s

South Stoke Community
Shop Annual Shareholders
Meeting (Village Hall,
8.00pm)

July 12th

Movie Night to support the
Shop (Village Hall, 7.00pm)

July 13th

Zumbathon - to support the
Community Building Project
(The Rec, 9am-12noon)

July 15th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

July 20th

Pizza & Pimms On The
Park to support the Shop
(The Rec, from 5pm)

July 24th

‘School’s Out’ Party
to support the Shop
(The Rec, from 3pm)

June 30th

Community Buildings SubCommittee Meeting (Village
Hall, 7.30pm)

August 10th

Cholsey Village Show
(Whitehead Meadow,
12noon-5pm)

August 26th

South Stoke Open Gardens

September 15th

Car Boot Sale to support
the Shop (The Rec,
8am set-up, 9am gates
open to public)

July 21st
th

11.15am Morning Prayer

July 24

10.30am Coffee Morning in St
Andrew’s

July 28th

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.
You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
***
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Friday mornings us 07502
194674. You may need to leave a voice-mail.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
This month we are saying farewell to our Curate,
Rev Steve Johnson and Lindsay his wife. Steve
will be installed as the Rector of Church Stretton in
Shropshire in September. Steve has been greatly
valued in this Benefice, having ministered during
the illness of Paul Boughton and the subsequent
Interregnum. The Churchwardens are collecting
contributions towards a leaving gift.
There is ongoing research into the Nind family of
South Stoke and Woodcote. Revs Philip and
Hubert Nind, father and son, were Vicars of the
combined parishes between 1844 and 1935.
Hubert is commemorated by the Lych Gate of St
Andrew’s Church, built by public subscription after
his death. Hubert is buried in St Andrew’s
churchyard and Philip in St Leonard’s Woodcote. I
have found several people with photos and stories
of the Ninds, but reckon there could be more of
you with pictures that you could share. If you are
willing to share these, please do get in touch with
me.
Harry Hogg
Church Warden
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. Deadline
for the August issue: Monday 22nd July 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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