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Compost Take-Away
South Stokers filled their own bags, boxes, wheelbarers also helped - in the tractor with Mark, or with their
rows, totes and trailers with locally produced compost on parents as they helped shovel compost into the carriers.
Saturday 18th May.
About half of the lorry load was taken away. The Shop
got positive feedback on having both events run concurThe decision to do this event was from only just the
rently. And as an added bonus, £242 was raised in doweek prior. On Saturday 11th May, South Oxfordshire
nations for the Phone Box project being run by Cllr HathDistrict Council had their annual compost give-away.
away.
After the 25 minute drive each way, it felt a little bit as
the drive and use of the car took
Thanks to Martin Bullock who ofaway the benefit of having the
fered the use of the Glebe Field as
compost.
the compost pick-up point. Thank
you to David Passmore who ofThis was mentioned in passing to
fered, free of charge, his lorry and
Diana and Mark Hathaway, who in
tractor to be diverted from its usuturn had the idea to approach the
al destination for the day.
farmer who had contracted Mark
to pick-up and deliver the compost
Very special thanks to Mark and
to his fields.
Diana Hathaway who made it happen. Mark drove to the compost
Later that day the idea was mootsite early in the day, and remained
ed at the Parish Annual Meeting.
for the 5 hours of the giveaway.
There was quite a positive reDiana and Dorothy were there the
sponse to move forward with the
full hours as well, with extra shovidea. On Monday the date and
els and lots of help and encourtime was agreed, intentionally pigagement.
gy-backing onto the Shop Plant
Sale. It was felt the two events
Based on all the positive comnaturally fit together. The informents and the general community
mation was disseminated first on
feeling during the Compost Takethe Facebook page, Twitter and
Away morning and afternoon, it
the village e-mailing list.
seems a worthy event to repeat.
We aim to put it in the diary and
By all accounts the event was a
provide all in the Parish more nosuccess. Many people attended, collecting as much
tice, though. Who knows, next time maybe we will be
compost as they could carry. Many made a few trips
able to give away a full lorry load, rather than just over
and used the event as an opportunity to compost their
half (and have lots of fun doing it!).
whole gardens - or at least as much as they could manage with what they could carry. Some very young villag- Cllr Bryan Urbick, South Stoke Parish Council
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South Stoke Angling is pleased to announce that the
fishing rights from the land owners Christ Church have
been renewed for another season. Membership remains the same as last year at £20pp. Thank you to all
those members who, over the years, joined up and supported us. We also look forward to seeing new members.
Many thanks and tight lines.
Paul Stevens, pauljstevens@btinternet.com
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Housing Development Project &
Community Building Project

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was very well attended this
year, with over 40 people in the Village Hall on Saturday 11th May from 6.00pm. Updates on various groups
and organisations were provided, and verbal reports
from our OCC Councillor as well as our new District
Councillor, and each Parish Councillor.
This year we tried something different. Instead of having the meeting on a Thursday evening, the Parish
Council agreed to trial having the meeting on a Saturday to give opportunity for those who can’t usually attend when on a weeknight. Though many were regular
attendees, it was good to see some new faces as well.
The positive, convivial atmosphere was also notable,
with many staying on for more than an hour after the
meeting closed to enjoy conversation and some drinks
and nibbles organised by our Clerk (thank you, Laura!).
Cllr Bryan Urbick
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council

Zumbathon
Following the success of last years
Zumbathon, we are holding another
event on Saturday 13th July 2019 on
South Stoke Recreation Ground. We
will start at 9am and finish at 12
noon. All welcome, including children
who are free to join in.

Sally Woodall
salwoodall@hotmail.co.uk

In the last issue of this newsletter we reported that there
would be a joint Community Building Project and
Housing Development Project parishioner presentation
on Saturday 8th June. This proposed consultation
event has now been postponed.
The Diocese and their chosen developer Rectory
Homes advised at a 22nd May meeting that until they
have first have carried out a number of surveys, as well
as consultations with OCC Highways and various utility
companies, they will be unable to absolutely confirm a
finalised plan for the proposed 20 homes and the
associated vehicular access arrangements.
Work continues on the Community Building project,
taking on board the comments and suggestions in the
previous consultation. There has been an extensive
process to seek potential builders that would provide a
quality build at a reduced budget. One builder has been
selected to work with who will modify the layout and
design accordingly. Draft designs will be available for
discussion at the re-scheduled consultation.
The expectation now is that a final joint consultation will
probably be held sometime in the early Autumn, and
that this may be followed by the submission of the linked
planning applications (for the development and the
proposed Community Building) around November time.

The cost is £10 in aid of the Community Building Project. The shop will be open for teas and coffees along
with cakes and snacks to keep you going. Please come
and join us and have some fun. Tickets available from
Sally on 07968 774024 or South Stoke Community
Shop.
Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Joint Consultation Postponed Until Autumn

Further updates for both project will continue to appear
in the pages of this newsletter as information comes to
hand.
Roy McMillan, Chairman
Housing Development Working Group
and
Geoff Ward, Chairman
Community Building Sub-committee

National Women’s Cycle Race
Through The Village On 12th June

The first signs of the tour
(of around 100 or more
riders) approaching South
Stoke on the Wallingford
Road will be at about
11.50am from the southern
direction. They will come
down the hill on the Reading Road (B4526) from
Crays Pond through Goring
with Police motorcycle riders managing a ‘rolling road block’ 5-10 minutes ahead
of the lead car. The cyclists and the two TV cameramen will be on motorcycles. They will turn right onto the
Wallingford Road (B4009) towards South Stoke and
Wallingford with the tail-enders passing through South
Stoke by 12.20pm or so.
It should be quite a spectacle and spectators usually
line the route to cheer them on. We wish all the participants a successful, enjoyable race.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Planning Applications In South Stoke

South Stoke 200 Club

The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the
following comments to
be taken into account’
or ‘OBJECTS to this
application for the following reasons’. If you
have views about any
planning application,
you are encouraged to
submit them to the
South Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make
representation to the Parish Council.

The May draw took place on Monday 13th in the Perch
& Pike. The lucky winners this month were:

New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
No new applications at time of going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC






P19/S0171/RM - Land at Woodcote Road South
Stoke RG8 0JJ. Reserved matters application following Outline approval P17/S3206/O for residential
development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated
works, including access. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS (see
SODC website for detail).

P19/S0666/DIS - The Coaching Barn Littlestoke
Manor Little Stoke OX10 6AX. Discharge of condition 3 (joinery, insulation & new materials) on P18/
S0359/LB. (Alterations to implement a change of use
from agricultural store building (sui-generis) to an
arts / crafts centre (D1)). This application not subject

P19/S1208/HH - The Laurels Cross Keys Road
South Stoke RG8 0JT. Erection of Double Bay Garage/Car Port with closed store to front left of house.
Oak frame with hipped ends pitched tiled roof. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED TO SEEK A DESIGN
SYMPATHETIC TO CURRENT LANDSCAPING.

Decisions by SODC


P19/S0613/FUL - Ferry House Ferry Road South Stoke
RG8 0JL. Installation purpose built tennis pavilion next
to tennis court. PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO OBJEC-

TIONS BUT A COMMENT FOR CONSIDERATION
(see SODC website for detail). PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED BY SODC.
--For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

(£94)
(£71)
(£47)
(£24)

Nigel Hawkey
Joan Soanes
Craig Coffield
Julian Charman

The June draw will take place on Monday 10th in the
Perch & Pike at around 8pm.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

P19/S1072/FUL - Fifield Cottage Ferry Road South
Stoke RG8 0JL. Alterations to design of rear elevation of house and provision of building in garden following approval of replacement dwelling under permission P16/S3861/FUL. PARISH COUNCIL HAD
NO OBJECTIONS BUT A NUMBER OF COMMENTS (see SODC website for detail).

to public consultation (but registered and open to public
inspection).


1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

Concert In St Andrew’s
On Friday 26th April we were treated to an evening of
song from The Britpickers. Robert Small had seen them
perform many times before and was confident we would
all enjoy their music.
The Church was full and, with a
bar and fabulous raffle prizes
on offer, the evening was off to
an excellent start. Carol and
Dave were fantastic and, along
with Graham Walker playing
guitar, we were treated to an
excellent array of songs, despite Carol suffering with a severe bout of hay fever.
We also had a speaker on behalf of MacMillan who enlightened us with an excellent overview of what MacMillan provide to the community along with quite a heartwrenching account from his own personal experience.
We had many helpers on the night, taking tickets at the
door and operating the bar - for which we are very
grateful. But the best part was, we raised an amazing
£1,670 for MacMillan.
Thank you to all who supported this event and here’s to
the next one!
Sally Woodall & Robert Small
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Activities in April

South Stoke Historical Society
On the 25th April Corry Starling, the miller of Mapledurham, gave an outstandingly enthusiastic talk on
Mapledurham Water Mill, the last commercially operated mill on the River Thames. It has existed on the site
in some form for over a thousand years.
Corry described the early history of the mill until the
1960s when it became almost derelict. In its heyday five
men and four boys were employed and two channels
fed two wooden water wheels. It was one of the few
mills to include a dressing machine so that white flour
could be produced and this attracted premium prices
from London merchants living in the neighbourhood.
The estate realised that other
sources of income were required to support the mill and
other buildings on the estate
and a series of filming events
fulfilled this requirement, starting with The Eagle has Landed
in the 1970s. Since then, Midsomer Murders,Taboo and
Miss Marple are just some of the episodes filmed on the
Mapledurham estate. Even Black Sabbath featured the
mill on their album cover. Now fans pay £25 for the
privilege of taking their photo on the same spot!
In 2012 Corry and his wife accepted the offer from the
estate to rent the mill and shop. Since then they have
completely overhauled the premises including a thorough clean from top to bottom and redressing the millstones. The wooden water wheel has been rebuilt from
timber on the estate and a derelict water turbine removed from the other wheel pit. In its place has been
installed a state of the art Archimedes Screw water turbine. The deal with the National Grid means the
scheme will pay for itself about half way through the
twenty year contract.
It was clear that in addition to his great passion, Corry
has considerable expertise and understanding of every
aspect of the water mill. We were amazed by a simple
yet very important safety device consisting of a leather
strap, a cord and a bell, designed to warn the miller on
the floor below when the hopper was running low on
grain. If the millstones operate without the grain there
is a risk of fire. He emphasised the key influence weather and river levels can have on operations, including
complete stoppage during flooding.
Mrs Starling is an expert baker and on 12th June members will be able to sample her home made scones at
afternoon tea. Corry will also be guiding us around the
church and seeing, at first hand, the mill in action. The
cost is £16.50. If any member hasn’t contacted me yet
and wishes to go please let me know as soon as possible.
We have no speakers until October but at the end of
May a small group will have been to look at the records
in Christ Church. June is our Mapledurham visit and
July is a Research Day. In August we have a month off
and then September is our AGM - more about these
activities closer to the time.
Linda Gatto
l.gatto@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Rights of Way (RoW)
In And Around the Parish
Readers of this newsletter may remember the articles
on the above subject in October 2017 and March 2018,
which arose after Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)
published its record/map of Rights of Way in the Parish which did not include four pathways which have long
been used by many residents, and which prompted a
demand from some Parishioners that the Parish Council
should endeavour to have this oversight rectified.
The four pathways in question are:






From The Street - next to the Ryepeck - down to the
River and along the Riverbank in both directions
From the Bogey Hole - on the footpath to Little Stoke
- beside the railway embankment and down to the
River/Four Arches Viaduct
From Ferry Road - next to No 1 Newtown Cottages up to the Recreation Ground
From The Street - next to Kate’s Cottage - up to the
Bier Path

As a Parish Councillor at that time, I undertook to carry
out some research with OCC to find out what would be
required to make an application to have these four
pathways officially recognized.
The Parish Council has now been reminded that the
National Government has indicated that after 2022,
there will no longer be any legal way of making Rights of
Way claims, and I, along with Michael Saunders and
Maurice Scarratt have volunteered to finally complete
the work needed for the PC to make a submission.
This work requires affidavits from Parishioners who
have used these RoWs for 20 years or more, so week
commencing 15th/16th June we will be dropping off forms
with appropriate householders, for them to complete and
sign, and we will the following weekend come round the
same households to collect the completed forms. These
will be the backbone of the PC’s submission to OCC.
If we do not drop a form off with you during the weekend
15th/16th June, and you have lived and/or used the paths
in the Parish for 20 or more years, and you would like to
participate in any of these four RoW claims, please do
give a ring or send an email, and I will drop off a form
with you.
RoW claims normally take several years to progress, so
there will be no immediate response from OCC, but we
will undertake to keep you informed of progress.
Roy McMillan, on behalf of
South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
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Storm Water Drainage Issues

On a lovely warm summer afternoon we held our May
meeting at The Willows, Ferry Road - the home of Mr &
Mrs Shaw. We opened our meeting by taking a few
minutes to remember Janet Steel.

After some four years waiting for Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC) Highways drainage officers to honour
their promise to fix the blocked up ditch outside the
November Cottage hedge, in Ferry Road, this work
was finally undertaken in May. The result - as you will
see in the picture below - was not just digging out of
the ditch to stop the frequent flooding of that part of
Ferry Road, but the laying-in of two, now-buried pipes
under the four new bollards. These pipes will now
take the flow from two nearby gullies and allow it to
eventually drain (via various other pipes) into the ditch
network behind Fishponds, and ultimately into the
River. So thank you OCC for what looks like a somewhat belated, but still a neat and effective solution.

Names were taken for two forthcoming events:




the group meeting in North Moreton at which the
speaker will be Diana Mitchell, Head Guide at
Highclere Castle who will be talking about The Real
Downton Abbey
the afternoon tea at The Springs Golf Club in August
to celebrate Oxfordshire Federation Centenary.

A delicious afternoon tea was served by the committee.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 11th June in the Village
Hall when our speaker will be telling us ‘What can go
wrong at Royal Weddings.
Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com
Some other storm water drainage issues recently reported to the Parish Council:
The pipe leading from the ditch in Cross Keys
Road is apparently blocked again
A gulley outside the entrance to Fifield Cottage - in
Ferry Lane - is now blocked




These problems have been reported to OCC Highways, and we will continue to progress their repair as
may be necessary.
Roy McMillan, on behalf of
South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

REMINDER: PPG Open Meeting

Computer & Mobile Phone Skills Help
Goring Library, Wed 12 June, 2.15-4.30pm

If you would like some help with the internet, emailing
or getting more from your computer, tablet or mobile
phone, free one-to-one IT advice is available.
To book your 30-minute appointment, call 01491
873028. The service is free, as is the coffee, tea and
cake that will be available at this friendly and informal
event.
Goring Library
Station Road
Goring-on-Thames, RG8 9HA
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

15th June, 11-12.30pm, Goring Village Hall
Our next open meeting will
be entitled - “The Future of
your Practice”. Dr Simon
Morris (Practice Executive
Partner) and Dr Ed CapoBianco (Partner and South
East Oxfordshire Clinical Director) will provide some
vital insights into the running of the Practice and describe the pressures on the Practice when faced with
increasing demands and financial constraints. They
will look at the changes that are in the air and how
they will affect the practice. Dr Ed will also talk about
the new eConsult application which will allow you to
consult your doctor via the practice website.
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June News
From The Woodcote Library

John Howell, MP Writes…

Summer is just around the corner, which means that
National Bookstart Week is not far away! National
Bookstart Week is the BookTrust's annual celebration of
the joys and benefits of sharing books, stories and rhymes
from as early an age as possible. This year’s event will
take place from 3-9th June and the theme is Pyjamarama.

The aim is to share the love of a good bedtime story.
th

We will be holding a special Rhymetime on Thursday 7
June at 10am. Come along with your under 5 and enjoy
stories, songs, rhymes and fun. All children (and adults!)
are invited to wear their PJ’s and bring a special cuddly
friend
Summer Reading Challenge 2019
Full details will be in next month’s
edition, but here is a sneak peek so
you can get ready! Read at least six
library books of your choice over the
summer holidays. As you read, you
will collect stickers to help solve the
clues. Complete the challenge and
earn special stickers, medals and
certificates along the way!

Please remember that the Library can arrange to delivery
books and media to members of the community that
cannot access our services for whatever reason. Its free
and can really provide a fantastic experience for those that
use it. www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary
The next meeting of our adult book club is on Monday 19th
June at the normal time of 6pm.
Baby clinic sessions are on Wednesday 12th and
Wednesday 26th June from 9.30-10.30am. Please note that
these sessions are open only to parents and carers, not
the general public.
New members are always most welcome. Come and relax
with a coffee and remember we have free wi-fi here too.

Joanne Green
Manager, Woodcote Library
01491 682323
Joanne.Green@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Whilst we cannot, and must not, be complacent, there is
some good news. The UK passed the world’s first Climate
Change Act over a decade ago with cross-party support.
This gave us both a framework to set statutory carbon
budgets and set up the independent Committee on Climate
Change. We are on track to meet the 2050 target to
reduce emissions of all greenhouse gases by 80 per cent but now we may need to move the goalposts and set more
ambitious targets.

I am aware that there are differing views on the merits or
otherwise of different measures, and rightly we should
continue our research. But above all I would encourage
positive action. We must all ask what we can do as our
contribution to resolving this problem. Often small changes
replicated across the country can make a big difference.
However, climate change is too broad a challenge for us to
tackle alone. It is a global problem which needs global
commitment to the solution and this is why international
conferences on this are so important. We played an
influential role in delivering the historic Paris Agreement in
2015 and only last year we helped create the first
“rulebook” to bring the Paris Agreement to life at the latest
round of UN talks in Poland. We also need to help
developing countries where action is needed.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA

Library Opening Hours:
2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Last year, after the special report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change was published, the Government
asked the UK Committee on Climate Change for advice on
setting a ‘net-zero’ emissions target. This committee
published their findings on 2nd May and the Minister is now
looking at this evidence-based advice to determine just
what actions we need to take.

Taking just one example, renewable electricity generation
has quadrupled since 2010 and clean electricity now gives
us over 50 per cent of our total. At the beginning of this
month we had the news from the National Grid Electricity
System Operator that we had reached a major milestone of
1000 hours without using coal to power our homes. I
understand that this equates to a whole week, and is the
first such week since the 1880s.

It’s a great time to be a young reader in the Library as the
winner of the CILIP Carnegie award is announced on the
17th June. Did you vote? See their website for further
details. www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

In recent weeks we have seen concern about climate
change growing to unprecedented levels with it moving
firmly into our national consciousness. It is an issue that I
too take very seriously and am among those pleased that
in Parliament we have declared a climate emergency –
which now needs to be followed with action.

Excerpted from the May 2019 Update.
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Stokerpix.com - A South Stoke Story

In an earlier post I mentioned that I was experimenting
with overwintering Sweet Peas in the polytunnel.
Despite occasional temperatures dropping below
freezing (inside the polytunnel) the result is that on
Friday 17th May I was able to pick the blooms illustrated.
Hurrah! Plenty more to follow.

Those who visit the village Facebook page will certainly
have had the opportunity to see some of Simon
Booker’s stunning photography. He captures some of
the most beautiful moments in-and-around South Stoke.
His photography seems to be developing (pun
intended) and the story of how things have evolved is
likely to be of interest to those who read this Newsletter.
After casually throwing a few images on the South
Stoke Village Fascebook page, Simon was encouraged
(though he may say ’strong-armed’) to create a village
calendar of some of his best shots at Christmas. 45
calendars were purchased and all profits were donated
to Prostate Cancer UK charity. Simon felt it was a bit
more interesting to sell something other than computer
software in his ‘day job’!
A website was next. Simon purchased the domain
stokerpix.com partly because Paul Stevens and the
other pub clientele kept telling him he had to have lived
here for 40 years before your allowed to be a "Stoker".
Today's website development tools are a lot simpler
than previous year, and Simon is rightly proud of the
site. Have a look for yourself at www.stokerpix.com.
The big change, though, was when Simon’s 16 year old
daughter Tilly (the Instagram generation) got somewhat
inspired by his photographic efforts. This sparked a
memory of Simon with his own father. Tilly asked if they
could "...do a joint present..." Digital Single Lens Reflex
(DSLR) at Christmas. On his 1st dog walk around the
reeds Simon got lucky and managed to keep his cool
and snap a Barn owl . The zoom lens meant he was
now able to take pictures of local deer - from 50 yds!

I grew them in troughs and pots initially, and when the
ones in pots seemed to look a bit sickly, I planted those
into the ground in the polytunnel. The difference now is
that the stems on the plants in the trough are noticeably
shorter than those planted in the ground so next year I’ll
start them off in pots and put them all in the ground.
A final point to make is that these were grown from seed
that I collected off my last years plants and, so far at
least, the colour range is a bit limited.
In the real Gardeners World everything does not always
work out so well. The grapes I had been growing over
an arbour had just been starting to crop last year and I
was expecting great things this time around but instead
several of them have died completely and all have red
raised blotches on the leaves. A nearby clematis
montana and an evergreen honeysuckle have also died.

It never ceases to amaze Simon what can be done with
a few grains of photographic knowledge and an iPhone
or a DSLR. His daughter gave him the IT dinosaur's
teenager’s tips to Instagram and he eveb created a
profile called Stokerpix.
Simon’s not sure where all this will take him, but seeing
what the professional wildlife photographers produce
is very inspiring. His work now takes him to Paris three
days each week so he only gets out with the dogs from
Friday to Monday mornings - but every dog walk starts
with the buzz of "What will I see today?" and he’s never
disappointed.
If you haven’t yet had a chance, have a look at Simon’s
website and the South Stoke Village Facebook page to
get some glimpses of Simon’s work. Hopefully we can
encourage him to do some future articles and tell some
of his photo stories in future newsletters!

You can plan and follow all the rules but in the end short
of controlling the soil, the nutrients, the pests and the
weather any success requires a bit of luck!
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
Anyone fancy to share their own gardening stories or
ideas - or even raise questions or discussion points please e-mail Chris (at the e-mail above) or leave a note
in the Shop for him to pick up - Editor
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St Andrew’s Flower Festival - Theme: “A Spring Wedding”
On Sunday 5th May and Monday 6th May, St Andrew’s welcomed all to its annual Flower Festival. The weather
was not so hot as last year, but nice enough to encourage many visitors to enjoy the festival, and on Monday, the
May Fayre as well!
This year the dedicated team of flower arrangers contributed their stunning arrangements around the theme of “A
Spring Wedding”. As one entered the church, that’s exactly what it felt like!
Special thanks go to Jean Dixon who organised the event and arranged an extra tribute in memory of Janet Steel,
to all the arrangers and to everybody who came and made the occasion such a success.

Sine Shaw

Helen Folly

Helen Folly and her sister
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Suzanne Small

Sarah Phipps

Jean Dixon

Sine Shaw

Frances Ayres

Jean Dixon (in memory of Janet Steel)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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1st Plant Sale a huge success!
Once Spring is settled in and
summer is just around the corner, we all tend to focus a little
bit more on our green spaces
and so we decided this year we
would try a Plant Sale from the
shop.
We were delighted to welcome
Michael Slevin from Wokefield
Flowers & Erika Busher from
Nin’s Nursery along who both
had some really super perennials which proved really popular.
Both Michael & Erika were really happy with turnout and
are keen to return so we will definitely put another plant
sale in the diary.

Pizza & Pimms on the Park Saturday 20th July 5pm. We welcome back Daniel & team from
SoleLuna Pizza to the rec on Saturday 20th July from 5pm & the
shop will be serving Pimms on the
park as well as remaining open for
the duration of the evening for
snacks, ices and cold beers.

‘School’s Out’ Party on the Park - Wednesday 24th
July from 4.00pm. South Stoke school and other local
schools in the area will break for summer on Wednesday 24th (or earlier for some!). To celebrate the start of
the summer holidays we are organising a “School’s
Out!” party on the Rec for
children & adults. Clare
Wortley is organising a Parents v Kids Rounders
A big thank you to Chris Bertrand who not only lent tresmatch at 3pm. If you and
tle tables but donated some plants for the sale from his
your children fancy it just
garden and also to Jane Newton for her plants. Thanks
come along to the Rec in
to David Kennedy for doing a
time for 3pm.
fab job on the bacon rolls and to
Nicky, Gareth & Shannon for
managing the coffees and teas
and cakes from the shop.

After the match we are delighted to be welcoming Jesseco Prosecco to South Stoke Rec along with her horse
box catering trailer offering delicious choice of savoury &
sweet pancakes as well as other snacks and of course,
all washed down with a glass of Prosecco.

The timing of the Compost giveaway on the Glebe turned out to
be fabulous and it was great to
see villagers walking backwards
and forwards with wheelbarrows. Just look how happy Neil
looks with his purchases!

The shop will remain open so bring along your friends
and family and ease yourself into the vacation vibe!

Dates for your diary this summer!
Take a look at some of the events we have planned for
the summer season and pop them in your diaries!

Car Boot Sale
Returns - Sunday
15th September
2019.

Your junk could be
someone else’s
Movie Night – by popular treasure! Clear out
request we are hoping to
your lofts and garagsecure the film Fisherman’s es and come along
Friends once it is released to our 2nd Car Boot
to screen in the village hall Sale on Sunday 15th
on Friday 12th July at 7pm. September 2019 on the recreation ground.
Tickets will be available as
before from the shop for
£5.00 per ticket from the
second week in June.
There will be a bar for
drinks before the performance and during the interval. Don’t miss it!

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

8am – set up for sellers, 9am – gates open to buyers.
--More events to follow in next issue, or for more regular
up-dates like our page (The Shop at South Stoke) on
Facebook.
Jules Costello
managersouthstokeshop@hotmail.com
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What Did You Say?
Didn't realise it was so extensive - (Wallingford resident)
The kids loved it - such fun! - (Oxford resident)
A very well planned and laid out museum. One of the most
interesting museums I have visited - (South African visitor)
Haven't been for some time. Great to see changes - new
exhibits and other archive rooms - (Wallingford resident)
These are just a few comments in Wallingford Museum's
Visitors Book - visits that have been appreciated from farand-wide.
One of our exhibitions this year is the special 'Once upon
a time ... the changing face of Wallingford'. In this engaging journey of discovery throughout the museum, you are
invited to share any local knowledge you may have and to
reminisce about your own history. Old
and young alike can enjoy 'hands on'
activities, discovering the secrets of
garden archaeology and tracing the
passage of time through photographs
and objects, all of which reflect the
changing face of Wallingford.
This 'Family Friendly' exhibition runs throughout the museum, with a sheet to guide people round with a number of
'hands on' things for children.
Why not complement your visit by joining Wallingford's
popular Guided Historic Town Walks, held on Saturdays
starting from the Town Hall at 11am. The Walks are led by
knowledgeable volunteers from Wallingford Museum, last
1 - 2 hours and cost £5 per head.

Stu Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Oxfordshire: British Civil Wars 1642-51
Stephen Barker will talk to the Wallingford Historical and
Archaeological Society: Oxfordshire in the British Civil
Wars 1642-51.
There are few places in the county with
no connections to the Civil Wars. Oxfordshire played a significant part after Oxford became the Royalist capital in late
1642 and the county was on the frontline
with parliamentary Buckinghamshire.
The county’s story is that of King
Charles, Prince Rupert, Cromwell, Fairfax, Waller as well
as a number of women who played significant parts and
whose stories are being widely told for the first time. Oxfordshire’s story is that of the battles at Chalgrove and
Cropredy; of amazing castles that once stood at Wallingford and Banbury and of Cromwell’s raids in the Spring of
1645. This presentation will be fully illustrated, with personal accounts, archaeology and what can be seen today.
Stephen Barker is an independent Heritage Advisor who
works with a number of museums, universities, charities
and other heritage organisations to design exhibitions and
make funding applications on their behalf. He is currently
working with the History Faculty, University of Oxford and
the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 12th June, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are
most welcome.
Katharine Keats-Rohan
www.twhas.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Goings-On At The Slipway (Part III)
We reported in the February and March editions of
various happenings at the Slipway. There is some
more to report on this month.
A very tall tree, near to the boundary with Ashmount
House, had been left in a dangerous state by the loss
of a large limb, as reported on in February’s newsletter, and was in danger of falling.
At the request of the Parish Council, Jamie Turner, on
20th May, cut down and removed the top threequarters of this tree, and three large nearby boughs
which were overhanging and likely to fall onto
Ashmount House’s river frontage. As part of the
same request, Jamie also removed part of a very
large fallen stump just beside the gateway into
Ashmount House’s grounds.
The Parish Council has now also authorized Neil Aldridge to erect sturdy bollards at the end of the grass
areas on each side of the Slipway to prevent vehicle
and trailer owners parking on - and churning-up these grass areas. In addition Neil has also offered to
provide topsoil and re-seeding where necessary.
Hopefully this work will all be finished in the next few
weeks.
The Parish Council, as reported in the February
newsletter - after taking legal advice - is now progressing with HM Land Registry the registration of
ownership of the immediate slipway area, an area
which it has actively been maintained by the Council
for many years.
Roy McMillan, on behalf of
South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667, roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

Priority Services

Thames Water and Scottish & Southern Electricity
Thames Water and SSEN operate priority services for
customers who might need extra help when supplies
are interrupted. To receive priority services, you need
to register with both the companies who currently run
separate enrolment processes and have slightly different entitlement criteria. Both websites
(www.thameswater.co.uk & www.ssen.co.uk) give details of the services that are provided, the criteria for
entitlement and sign-up to become a priority customer.
You can also ring customer services for each.
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If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in June 2019
June 4th

2.30pm Prayer Meeting in St
Andrew’s

June 9th

11.15am Pentecost Sunday
Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)

June 10th

Community Buildings SubCommittee Meeting (Village
Hall, 7.30pm)

June 16th

11.15am Matins

June 11th

June 19th

10.30am Coffee Morning in St
Andrew’s

June 12th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)
South Stoke Historical
Society Visit to the
Mapledurham Mill

June 23

rd

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

June 15th

Goring & Woodcote
Medical Practice Patient
Participation Group Open
Meeting (Goring Village
Hall, 11-12.30pm)

June 15th

Dr Stephen Richards
Fairwell Tea Party, Goring
& Woodcote Medical
Practice (Woodcote Village
Hall, 3.30-6.30pm)

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.

June 20th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.

June 22nd

Summer Village BBQ
(The Rec, from 2.30pm)

July 12th

Movie Night to support the
Shop (Village Hall, 7.00pm)

July 13th

Zumbathon - to support the
Community Building Project
(The Rec, 9am-12noon)

July 20th

Pizza & Pimms On The
Park to support the Shop
(The Rec, from 5pm)

July 24th

‘School’s Out’ Party
to support the Shop
(The Rec, from 3pm)

August 26th

South Stoke Open Gardens

June 30th

10.30am United Benefice Holy
Communion to be held
at St Andrew’s. We
welcome St Thomas’
and St Mary’s.

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.
You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.

***
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Friday mornings us 07502
194674. You may need to leave a voice-mail.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
Harry Hogg
Church Warden

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the July issue: Sunday 23rd June 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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