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St Andrew’s Church
The last year has been one of suffering and change, due to the illness of our previous Vicar, the Rev
Paul Boughton, who was loved and respected in South Stoke. He had suffered from a brain tumour
for 18 months and died in the Sue Ryder Hospice in January 2018. The ministry was carried on by
the assistant clergy and lay ministers to the three Anglican churches, St Andrews, St Thomas,
Goring and St Mary’s, Streatley. The selection of a new Vicar started in June, and concluded in
November with the appointment of the Rev Ben Phillips from Towcester, Northamptonshire. Ben
and his wife Sarah started work here in February 2019. Ben is still quite new here, but is vigorously
getting to meet South Stokers, famously on 3rd March at the Perch and Pike, after St Andrew’s
morning service. He is usually to be found at St Andrew’s on Wednesday afternoons at 4.30 pm,
when he leads evening prayers.
We have welcomed a couple of charity concerts during the year and the School uses St Andrew’s
for school assemblies, regularly. Recently we have welcomed a Parish Council committee when
their usual meeting room has been occupied. The bell-ringers have rung beautifully on many
Sunday mornings and it is good to see people joining the Tower with Robert Small’s leadership. I
want to pay tribute to George Druce’s work in cutting the churchyard grass and keeping it tidy for
the whole community to enjoy. We say thank you to you all at SSPC for the most useful
contribution to the costs of this work.
The Flower Festival is timed to coincide with the Village Fete and another display takes place when
the Open Gardens runs at late summer Bank Holiday. There are always jobs to be done at the
Church and this year the re-gilding of the Church clock-face has come to the fore.
The Church is really the people rather than the buildings, so for this reason we want you to join in,
too, in one or other of the activities of Church. Sunday services are at 11.15 am and the Coffee
Morning is at 10.30 am on the third Wednesday of the month. If you want to contact the Vicar or
the Office, the number is (01491) 875 651.
Harry Hogg and Mike Codner, Churchwardens
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Amenities Charity – Chairmans Annual Report
This year one or two important issues have been clarified.
The new lease for the shop to remain on the Recreation Ground was finally signed. There had been
much confusion over the old lease and concern that it wasn’t strictly legal so after expensive advice
we ensured that the new one met all legal requirements.
The future of the current village hall was also clarified. Our enthusiasm for re-furbishing the hall to
return it to its original glory had been dashed a while ago by a structural survey that suggested
spending large sums of money would be unwise but we wanted to make absolutely sure and another
more rigorous survey was conducted. This was quite conclusive in determining that the hall was in a
very poor condition and did not meet a number of safety and building regulations. Consequently, we
have determined that while keeping the hall ticking over until a replacement can be built there is no
longer any doubt that a new building is required. We re commend that the village put this as their
urgent number one priority.
We have had varying success in our ongoing struggle to minimise rabbit damage on the rec. We had
some men with ferrets clear the ground over the winter but they are back with a vengeance now.
The 200 Club continues to provide invaluable income to the Charity and was one of the reasons we
were able to pay for the legal advice that was necessary. Please join up if you have not already done
so or take an additional number if you are already a member. It’s amazing how regular small
amounts can mount up-even when half of it is donated in prizes every month. Look out for notices of
the draw in the Perch and Pike.
Unfortunately this year Robert Small has decided to retire as the Steward of the Village Hall after
many years absolutely brilliant and unselfish service. He deserves our heartfelt thanks. We shall miss
him and are looking for a replacement as soon as possible so that Robert can go through the
requirements before he leaves us in July.
Lynn Wooldridge, who has been the village hall cleaner for a long time has also decided to hang up
her mop. She always got on with the job quietly, efficiently and without fuss. So much so that some
people thought the village hall cleaned itself! We shall certainly miss her and again are looking for a
replacement as soon as possible. Details in the village newsletter.
We reviewed the contract and the costs of the grass cutting this year and are pleased to say that Ben
Pitts has been awarded the contract for the next three years. With the help of the Recreation
Ground Steward, Mark Chadwick, and the occasional working party to plant daffodils, mulch fruit
trees etc the Recreation Ground continues to look great.

Chris Bertrand, Chair of The Amenities Charity
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South Stoke Primary School
Once again the year is starting to race away from us and before we know it, it will be the summer
again!
Our year has been full of excitement and celebrations, as well as learning! In the summer we were
pleased that all the children in year 6 were allocated their preferred schools; with children going to
Didcot Girls, The Aureus School, Langtree, The Europa School, Abingdon Boys and Cranford House!
All of the children achieved their expected results from SATs and from the feedback we get from
family and friends all have settled well and enjoying their first year in their new schools.
September crept up on us quickly after a cracking summer and we hit the ground running! Our
reception children had their official starting photographs for the papers and we jumped into learning
all about how chocolate is made!
School Council elections took place in October, with candidates creating their own manifestos to
persuade the voters to elect them. We now an established School Council which comprises of 5
children from both key stages who help move the school forward. The School Council have already
started a Nature lunch time club, organised celebrations and charitable events such as World
Happiness Day! The children have also organised litter picking and tidy up sessions within the
school.
Christmas came and went in a flurry of Nativity, carols and general excitement. As always the
parents provided a magnificent Christmas lunch for all the children, staff and siblings. Santa visited,
which caused the usual screams of excitement and joy. The children enjoyed singing carols around
the village and at the Perch and Pike.
2019 is going to be a wonderful year as we have lots planned. The children will be attending a
number of off site events in the lead up to summer. We are going to Wembley to watch England
play football! There is a trip to Bracknell Ski Centre for the children to experience a number of snow
activities and finally in term 6 we will be participating in the Englefield Countryside Day. May Day is
planned and the May Queen is preparing herself for opening the May Fayre. We hope to see many
of the local community at the May Fayre enjoying the celebrations and dancing.
As usual the children are excelling in the inter-schools cross country competitions and one of our
past pupils has been selected to run for the County! We are involved in a number of inter-school
competitions with our local schools and events have including athletics, football tournaments, tag
rugby and many more. The school uses sport to promote good health and general wellbeing.
The governors have been working very hard on developing the curriculum to meet the mental health
needs of the children. We have implemented activities such as Relaxed Kids to give children stress
beating strategies; as well as alternative sports activities such as archery, trampolining and
orienteering. The staff provide a variety of after school clubs and opportunities to learn from each
other and make friends. Clubs include: Cookery club every Monday, Creative Club every Tuesday,
Science Club (8 weeks twice a year) and two sports clubs every Friday.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for supporting the school through another
year and we look forward to sharing our news regularly in the South Stoke Newsletter. If anyone has
a few hours to spare and would like to visit the school please feel free to pop in or contact the school
office.

Miss Amanda Rogers
Head Teacher
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South Stoke Community Shop
It is a pleasure to report another successful year for the South Stoke shop. Although, at the time of
writing, the final accounts for the year are still being finalised, we fully anticipate another year at or
about a break even performance. As ever, this has required a monumental effort by a large team of
dedicated people and we are truly grateful for the input of all of them.
Following the introduction of our improved till system we were able to create a body of monthly
account payments during the year where customers undertook to make a regular payment by
bankers order. This simple introduction as had a profound and positive effect on our cash flow and
has proved a great success. We would encourage any villagers who care for the health of our shop to
join this initiative. Payments may be for as little as ten pounds but tend to be typically twenty to
thirty pounds.
Another initiative introduced towards the end of the year which has already been considered a
great success has been the introduction of the Hermes parcel service. The shop earns a small
commission on each parcel transaction and the numbers of transactions has grown steadily month
on month since inception. Interestingly, the number of customers using the service who have never
previously visited the shop has also increased month on month. We are unable to predict what the
benefit of this additional customer traffic may produce but we can only believe it must be positive.
Turn over was, as is now customary, well augmented from the profits of any number of fund raising
events held throughout the year. The screening of the rugby internationals, Chilli in the Park
evenings, May Fayre stalls, Christmas shopping nights and Santa’s grotto were just some of the
events which allowed our team to demonstrate their creativity and flair to entertain supporters and
generate crucial funds for the cause. Once again, we are grateful for the support and input of all
concerned.
The shop team have also played a significant role in the Community Building Project. Of course, we
have a vested interest in the successful completion of this project but our team led by Geoff Ward
and David Kennedy have committed themselves to the effort and provided the whole project with
determination and drive.
Very few of our initiatives do not involve our inspirational shop manager, Jules Costello. We are, as
ever, indebted to her for her leadership, unfailing good humour and dedication to our cause. We are
excited that she has underlined this commitment by agreeing to increase her hours going forward.
In an enterprise largely driven by volunteers it is comforting to have Jules as our professional hand
on the tiller.
Finally, I would like to thank our army of volunteers for making the whole project possible. Whether
they are serving at the counter, making their commitment through our board or fulfilling a host of
roles including maintenance, upkeep, technology, bookkeeping and more, they make the
contributions which produce the splendid end product. Thank you.

Mick Woodall
Chair
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Community Building Subcommittee
The Community Building project has moved forward significantly over the past year. We are now
formally a sub-committee of the Parish Council. All our meetings are open and anyone can come along
to watch, just like a full Parish Council meeting. Our agendas and minutes are posted on the village
web site together with all associated reports.
In November we held a consultation in the village hall. We had about a hundred people attending and
received over 60 feedback forms. There was strong support for the Community Building. We analysed
the comments on the day and all the feedback forms and concluded that the preference was for a
building that was not visible from Cross Keys Road, had a lower roof height and one that could be built
for a much reduced budget.
Since the consultation we have been working on finding a building solution that could deliver the
requirements for the building for a budget of about £850,000 – a bit less than two thirds of the original
budget. We considered about ten companies and ended up with three that were willing to move
forward with us. These companies can offer a degree of pre-fabrication which means that the building
work on-site is a lot shorter. This is a key requirement as we need to keep the Recreation Ground, the
playground and the shop fully operational during the build.
Work on the building has moved forward well and we should have a recommendation on the suppliers
during May and be ready with the next village consultation on June 8th, and ready with full planning
applications in line with the housing development plans on the Glebe.
Alongside all the work on the building we have been working on plans for applying for grants, for fundraising, and keeping everyone informed on our progress.
There is still a great deal to do, so if you can offer any help the people to contact are:
David Kennedy, Maurice Scarratt and Phil White – Building
Kevin Flynn, Shannon Stegeman, Bryan Urbick – Grants
Sally Woodall – Fundraising
Tracey Lasan – Communications
Geoff Ward as Chairman for any of the above and anything else.

Geoff Ward
Chair, Community Building Subcommittee
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South Stoke Housing Development Project
It is interesting to note that the above project - along with several other projects - was established
four years ago following the Parish Council’s Parish Plan Refresh exercise.
We, as a Group, have since that inception had some 26 Group meetings, issued some 30 project
Updates in the Parish Newsletter, and attended numerous other meetings with the land-owners,
SODC, CFO etc, not to mention reporting to the Parish Council (PC) at each of its monthly meetings.
Additionally we have held three Parish consultations and organised two Parish-wide Housing Needs
Surveys.
Why has it taken so long some readers may ask? Well, unlike some other projects instituted by the
PC, we/the South Stoke Housing Development Group, are not the masters of our own destiny, but in
effect have only a bit part when compared to the owners of the field, and latterly the owner’s
preferred developer. Yes, of course, our main task is to represent the PC and Parishioners, but we
don’t hold all the cards, and of necessity we, on occasion, have to try and arrive at an agreeable
compromise with all the parties concerned.
Since my report at the 2018 Annual Parish Meeting, we have moved forward slowly, and some of the
landmarks during the last year have been as follows:













May 2018 - The Diocese agrees with our proposal that the Planning Applications for both the
Housing Project and the Community Building Project should be formally linked and
submitted simultaneously
Aug 2018 - The diocese introduce us to their preferred developer/Rectory Homes (RH), and
RH show us their draft layout for 25 homes - Revision 2
Sept 2018 - Joint PC/SSHDP/Diocese/RH meeting with senior SODC planning officer/Paula
Fox
Oct 2018 - Ian & Roy visit an RH housing development in Aylesbury
Nov 2018 - Third Parish Housing Development Consultation - Open Weekend in the Village
Hall on 3rd & 4th - RH present their second draft layout for 25 homes - Revision 3
Nov 2018 - Ian & Roy meet with SODC Housing Register officers
Dec 2018 - We receive RH’s third draft layout for 25 homes - showing proposed changed
vehicle access from the main road/B4009
Dec 2018 - At our request PC seek legal advice on proposed Memorandum of Agreement
Feb 2019 - We organise second Affordable Housing Needs Survey through Community First
Oxfordshire
Feb 2019 - Following results of the Open Weekend, we ask the Diocese to consider a smaller
development
Mar 2019 - Diocese indicate that they would accept a 20 home development, and show us
RH’s draft 20 house layout - Revision 4 - again showing vehicle access from the main
road/B4009
April 2019 - It is suggested by the Community Building Project Group that we hold a joint
Parish wide consultation for both projects on June 8th

And looking into the crystal ball it is just possible that Planning Applications for both projects might
conceivably be submitted - simultaneously - in the Summer or early Autumn of this year.
I would like to record my thanks to all members of the Group for their help, and in particular to Ian
Haslam for his guidance and support over the last four years.
Roy McMillan
Chairman, SSHD PG

South Stoke Annual Parish Meeting 2019

Page 7 of 30

RAG – Rail Electrification in the Goring Gap
2018 has seen the continuation of the evaluation undertaken by Network Rail to review the impact of
the electrification works on the Chilterns and North Wessex Downs AONBs. For this project they have
used Balfour Beatty to conduct analysis on the infrastructure and Bill Blackledge of 2B Landscape
Consultancy to look at visual impact. Phase 2 was completed in August 2018 and Phase 3, to consider
cost implications, was initiated shortly after; this was due to be completed by March 2019, but has
not been forthcoming yet.
At a meeting in Sept 2018 of the Design Advisory Group (Chilterns Conservation Board, North Wessex
Downs Conservation Board, Natural England and other statutory bodies) with Network Rail, to which
the Railway Action Group was invited, the conclusions to Phase 2 were shown and discussed. This
included consideration of new gantries including T shaped versions and slimmer ‘goal post’ types,
together with proposals to clean up the existing gantries by shortening the uprights and re-locating
some of the wires lower down. Painting was also a possibility and there remains the likelihood of
screening and planting at strategic locations to reduce the visual impact on some of the iconic Chilterns
views. However, there was a warning that the way money is allocated to Network Rail was changing
from April 2019 and that all future projects and initiatives (as opposed to routine operations and
maintenance) would only be allocated by the Dept for Transport on a discretionary basis. This,
together with the disbanding of the electrification team during 2019 as the electrification programme
in this area reaches an end, means that funds and resources to implement any agreed modifications
to the infrastructure will be placed at risk.
In terms of the overall progress of the electrification of the Great Western Railway through this area,
the section between Didcot and Swindon was completed and opened in November 2018, the section
to Bristol in early 2019, with the full route to Cardiff due to be finished by end 2019. In July last year
the government announced the planned upgrade of the line between Cardiff and Swansea had been
scrapped altogether, and there has been no update on the proposed electrification of lines to Oxford,
Bath and Bristol, which were "deferred" in 2016 following rising costs.

Ian Haslam
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South Stoke Parents’ Association
The year for the Parents Association starts with our main fundraiser, the May Fayre. This event is
heavily weather dependent and we are hoping that the month of May presents itself from its glorious
side.
The PA organised (will organise) a number of small school events including sports day, school disco
and Christmas dinner in the village hall and we have supported various coach trips including the Young
Voices concert, this year held in Birmingham. We will continue to support school workshops, Forrest
School and transportation for the children’s swimming lessons.
Our other major fundraiser, the fireworks display and bonfire on the recreation ground (another
weather dependent event) was a great success and we ushered everyone through the gates. As with
any well run event, we have learnt lessons from 2018 and will be further improving the event for this
year.
We finished the last year with the traditional Christmas dinner in the village hall, and a visit from Santa.
At our AGM, Phil Wortley stepped down as chair and was replaced by Eva Gill. Phil has remained as a
active part of the PA and we are very grateful for his ongoing support and knowledge.
Planning arrangements are nearing completion for this year’s May Fayre on 6th May which will see a
renewed cooperation between the PA and village residents. Having a brilliant pub landlord,
supportive villagers and the fact that more and more parents within the village are sending their
children to the school helps this significantly.
Due to national budget cuts the PA is adamant to support the school to enrich the children’s school
experience.
On behalf of the PA, I would like to say a big thank you to the village for your support and I look forward
to a collaborative spirit amongst the village in 2019.
Eva Gill
South Stoke PA
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Dr Higgs Educational Trust
The charity has evolved to support students as they progress through the state system of education
while living in the ancient ecclesiastical parish of South Stoke cum Woodcote.
The Rev. Dr. Higgs was born in South Stoke in 1589; his memorial is recorded in the church of St
Andrew at South Stoke and in his will he bequeathed various sums of money to the village and
church of South Stoke. From these bequests the Educational Charity was gradually formed, to
include the young people of the current parishes of South Stoke and Woodcote.
Land was purchased in Woodcote, known as school piece, for which we receive an annual rent of
£1800.00 from Woodhouse Farm Partners of Upper Cadleys, Woodcote Road. Other money is
invested with the Charity Commissioners giving us a return of £509 from 6392 shares
This year we received £500 from the Woodcote Rally and we are most grateful for their continued
support.
As a result, we have been able to make 21 awards for a total value of £1735. We gave 9 book tokens
for the value of £25 to all eligible students leaving South Stoke and Woodcote Primary Schools; 12
book tokens for the value of £35 for those continuing education after leaving Langtree school; 9
cheques for the value of £60 for all first year further education students and 11 cheques for the
value of £50 for 2nd and 3rd year further education students.
We are pleased to receive letters of thanks from the students and to hear of their plans for further
education. It is our intention to continue with these levels of award for the immediate future in
order to encourage the young people of our parishes to make the most of their educational
opportunities.
The current trustees would like to express our thanks to Mrs Maureen Palmer who has retired as
trustee and clerk to the charity after many years. Her conscientious and dedicated work for the
charity facilitated its continued ability to support local students.
We are also pleased to welcome the Rev. Ben Phillips as the trustee representing South Stoke
Church as he takes up his new duties in the parish.
The continuing trustees are Mrs Patricia Solomons appointed by Woodcote Parish Council, Mrs
Lucinda Phipps appointed by Oxfordshire County Council and Dr. Geoffrey Botting, appointed by the
University of Reading.
For and on behalf of the Trustees: Patricia Solomons
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Women’s Institute
2018 was a special year for South Stoke W.I. as this year we celebrated our Centenary. We met in
the Village Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, and our membership now stands at 39.
We have had a variety of speakers during the last 12 months on various subjects including Jeff
Rozelaar a published author. His book 'Bacon & Bagels' tells the story of him growing up in the East
End of London in the 1950's. Another amusing speaker was Kevin Little, the fishmonger from 'Smelly
Alley in Reading. One particularly interesting afternoon was when we had two speakers from the
Oxfordshire & West Berkshire Domestic Abuse Service telling us how they help victims, male &
female, of domestic abuse'.
The highlight of the year was our birthday celebrations in the Village Hall on 13th November, exactly
100 years to the day that they had held the first W.I. meeting in South Stoke. 45 members and
visitors enjoyed the evening with a nice meal, plenty of wine, delicious desserts, and lots of laughter.
Entertainment for the evening was provided by Mike Hurst. Mike was formally one of the
'Springfields', the backing group for Dusty Springfield, He has been in the music industry since he
was 15. He covered the history of music over the past 500 years and was very amusing Everyone
present was given a South Stoke centenary mug. To mark our Centenary we also presented the
Village Hall with a framed copy of a 1912 map showing the village as it was at that time.
In March several members attended the O.F.W.I. Annual Council Meeting in Oxford. Members have
supported various County events throughout the year including the Speakers Selection Day, the Art
Taster Day and the Resolution Meeting at Cholsey in April. Wimpole Hall, Cambridgeshire in May &
Malmesbury Abbey in Wiltshire in July. We also arranged a visit to the Agrivert Biodigester Plant at
Crowmarsh Gifford which was very interesting.
Once again weather forced us indoors for the President's Lunch in July, not because of rain but
unbelievably this year due to the excessive heat.
In September our 'afternoon garden party' also had to be moved from a member's garden to the
Village Hall when the weather changed. But it gave us a chance to display some of our old
scrapbooks and photograph albums for Members to peruse.
There have been two Thames Valley Group Meetings this year the first hosted by Cleeve by Goring in
May. Our Autumn Meeting was held at Woodcote when Lucy Giles spoke about her career in the
Army. Lucy is the highest ranking female in the British Army.
This year we were pleased to support two local charities, The Berkshire Cancer Centre and Goring
First Responder. We also sent a donation to Pennies for Friendship and some members support the
Christmas shoebox appeal.
We continue to enjoy our WI and look towards the next 100 years!

Rita Mann
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Bell Ringers
We have had a most successful year with recruitment of new ringers and a first for us in over
30years a visit to another tower. In this case it was to Pinner in Middlesex who kindly invited us back
to their tower after their successful visit to us a year previously.
The ringing is now going from strength to strength with us all now ringing very good solid rounds
with the object over the coming months of practicing call changes and method ringing.
We practice on Thursday evenings and are always pleased to see new faces if it's only to watch us in
action.
Robert Small
Tower Captain

Angling Club
No report
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South Stoke Historical Society
We formalised membership at our first AGM in October 2017. Fees were set at £10 per annum and
we now have over 40 members. We have had a full programme of activities throughout the year,
including visits to Wallingford Museum and South Stoke Belfry; guided walks in Goring and
Wallingford; a film evening with Martin Bullock and talks on” Goring’s Wonderful Railway “and
Eynsham Abbey.
We researched and prepared a booklet for sale regarding the history of 11 of the houses in South
Stoke that were part of the Open Gardens last August (2017). Behind the scenes we continue to
collect and archive historical documents and photos regarding the village and this information is
continually being up-dated on our dedicated hard drive.
This year we will have had a repeat of the popular film evening with Martin Bullock; we have
organised guided tours of Eynsham and the site of the Abbey and Dorchester Abbey, and set up 4
speakers to attend in April, July, October and November on a variety of topics of historical interest.
We are currently researching with a view to producing a guided historical tour of South Stoke for
visiting societies and for the interest of villagers later in the year. We are pleased with the success of
the Society so far and would welcome even more members and guests of any age to join us.
At our last AGM(2018) fees have been set at £12.50 for membership to the Historical Society. This is
a rise of £2.50 but the benefit is that members no longer have to pay for the talks we arrange.
Overall this is a saving and we now have grown our membership to 53. We are really pleased for the
unexpected support and hope that even more come along to meetings in the future. Guests of any
age are also welcome at £5 a talk with no restriction on how often they come along.
Last November we had the archivist of Christ Church come along to speak to us and next month
(May) a group have the opportunity of going to Oxford to look at the documents and maps housed
there. We will have had speakers this year giving talks on the Roman villa at Gatehampton, the
Wilts. and Berks. Canal,the Mill at Mapledurham and the history of printed maps in Oxfordshire. Two
further visits,one to Mapledurham Mill with afternoon tea and the other to see the wall paintings at
Chalgrove Church in the company of Robert Heath-Wyte. There will also be a second Research
Session where members can look at or study the maps, documents and photos that the Society have
accumulated so far. We are always pleased to receive anything regarding South Stoke, no matter
how small. We can copy rather than acquire. We are also interested in those people who have lived
all their life in South Stoke who we could interview. We have completed a joint oral interview this
past year which can be a format to follow again.
We are currently trying to amalgamate three versions of The History of South Stoke produced by the
previous History Society. Editing, verifying and updating has to be completed but once done we
hope to produce something that can be bought by the general public. Any would-be researchers out
there would be most welcome in this task.
Overall, it has been a busy year for the Society and we thank all who have supported our
endeavours.

Linda Gatto
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Parish Council

A combined report for the South Stoke Parish Council has been provided this year.
Parish Councillors: Gareth Dean (resigned December 2018), Diana Hathaway, Roy McMillan (Vice
Chairman), Andrew Scrivener, Bryan Urbick (Chairman), and Phil Wortley.
Governance
After the resignation of Colin Ratcliff as our Clerk, we interviewed some stellar candidates and were
very fortunate to have been able to appoint Laura White as our new Clerk. In only a few months,
Laura has made the role her own, and done a remarkable job in supporting the Parish and the Parish
Council in a myriad of ways. She has established systems, managed the finances, organised the
various meetings, and kept all the Councillors both informed and appropriately ‘chased’ to do the
various responsibilities and appropriately report them. The Council is grateful for all Laura’s efforts
and are appreciative to have such a strong Clerk in this time that Parish Councils are expected to
take on more and more activities to support their communities, as well as to live up to more and
more requirements put on them by legislation and regulation.
The Council has needed to plan to adapt to the retirement of Roy McMillan who has chosen to not
put his name forward for the every-four-year election of Parish Councillors. Roy has voluntarily
given innumerable hours each month to the Parish, supporting various projects and initiatives.
Helping to save the local bus service was a most notable effort, as well as considerable work to
finalise an agreement made many years prior for Christ Church to give over The Park to Parish
Council control. Roy regularly volunteered for little tasks and big job, never complaining and always
working to see them through. He never gave up, even when faced with incredible bureaucracy, lack
of communication and ‘unkept promises’ by those various officers and departments that should
have done this or that. Roy is a do-er, and gave so much of his energy and talent to serve our
community. He will be sorely missed on the Council, but we understand that he will stay involved in
the Housing Development Working Group until such time as Wendy and he move to be nearer their
children and grandchildren. A proper ‘thank you’ evening is being planned to appropriately thank
Roy for his years of service – keep an eye open for details.
Going into the election nomination process, the Parish Council had two open seats (one from Gareth
Dean’s resignation and another because of Roy McMillan’s decision to retire). It is with great
pleasure that we announce the uncontested election of four existing Councillors (Diana Hathaway,
Andrew Scrivener, Bryan Urbick and Phil Wortley) as well as two new Councillors: Victor Meyer and
Phil White.
Victor is an in-house solicitor for an investment firm in Henley, and has previously engaged with the
Council in helping to support his neighbours when the planning applications on and around
Woodcote Road were being considered. Phil involved himself with the Council by volunteering to
provide expertise and support to the Community Building Project. He is an engineer by profession,
and works locally to develop and manage large building and construction projects. The Council looks
forward to welcome both Victor and Phil at the Annual Council Meeting on the 20th of May.
South Stoke Parish Council has two major projects, each being reported separately to the Annual
Parish Meeting. The Community Building Subcommittee has delegated powers to work through all
the issues in the delivery of a new community building (current planning is a combined Hall and
Shop) as has been regularly communicated in the Newsletter. The South Stoke Housing
Development Group is a Working Group of the Parish Council. The difference between a
subcommittee and a working group are that a subcommittee is empowered to make decisions,
though all major decisions are made in a public meeting of the subcommittee. The Working Group is
similar in that it is working on a project, and make recommendations to the Parish Council, but all
decisions are deferred to the Parish Council and made at a full Council meeting (at which the public
is invited to attend). From the Parish Council, Cllr Urbick is currently a member of the Community
South Stoke Annual Parish Meeting 2019

Page 14 of 30

Building Subcommittee. Cllrs Hathaway, McMillan, and Wortley are members of the Housing
Development Working Group. There are, of course, numerous other volunteer members of each
group, identified in the separate reports.
A very positive change this year has been the increased interest in the Parish Council by local
parishioners. In the past, public attendance at the meetings has only been when there have been
controversial items on the agenda, or when a planning application has come through that beckons
comment from those who live near to the application site. Previously most meetings had no
member of the public in attendance, and now there are usually at least a handful of regular
attendees. All official Parish Council and subcommittee meetings are open to the public, and there
is time at the beginning of each meeting for members of the public to share their views on any item
on the agenda, or on matters about which they wish to inform the Parish Council. Please feel
welcome to attend, see what goes on and share your views.
Finance
The precept is part of the Council Tax for all who live in South Stoke Parish, and it is a designated line
item on the Council Tax Notice. In order to determine the precept amount, the Parish Councillors
joined together for a budget workshop in which the upcoming year’s plans were discussed, and the
budget was subsequently put together. This year the budget and precept was approved in our
November Parish Council meeting and was set at £23,242, a modest increase of 4% from the
previous year. This increase is slightly less than the % increases at South Oxfordshire District Council
(SODC) and at Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) – the other entities that determine the Council Tax.
The budget is made up of a few categories, with planned income and expenses.
Though the majority of the income of for the year is the precept, a further £10,000 of income is
expected from newsletter advertising, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL – a percentage of
payments made by those who build or extend houses in the Parish), as well as grants and donations.
Administration (Clerk Salary, newsletter printing, insurance and the potential costs for an election of
Councillors – though now not needed, each four years we must budget for the potential eventuality)
represent about 40% of our expense budget. Membership, Rents & Licences and Regular
Maintenance are about 5% of our planned expense. Just under 25% of our expenses are grants, with
the major portion being a grant to the Amenities Charity (to support their maintenance of the Village
Hall and the Recreation Ground), a small grant to St Andrew’s PCC (to support maintenance of the
churchyard, and important visual amenity of the village) and smaller discretionary grants that the
Parish Council awards throughout the year subject to our grants policy. Just over 15% of the
expense budget is for projects – currently the two major projects are the Community Building
Project and the Housing Development Project. The remaining 15% is the transfer of the CIL receipts
to an ‘Earmarked Reserve’ account – this sets the money aside until there are appropriate demands
for it. CIL monies must be spent on infrastructure issues specified in the relevant legislation.
As in previous years, the decision to increase the precept – even though a modest increase - was not
a decision taken lightly, and the Parish Council maintains the intent to continue to invest in parish
life and support the local community.
The detail of the Parish finances can be found further on in this annual report – but if there are
questions, please do not hesitate to ask.
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Planning
Early in the year the Parish Council decided that it would be best to publish all planning applications
in each newsletter, highlighting the stages in the decision-making process. This was to ensure that
all in the parish are made aware of planning applications so that representations can be made to the
Parish Council and to South Oxfordshire District Council – supporting or against – and to keep all
informed of what is going on in the Parish.
The receipt of Community Infrastructure Levy monies has started to come in this year and is
something the Council monitors each month. The Parish Council portion of the levy for the
development of new homes as well as extensions over 100m2 is 15% of the total charged by SODC.
These funds can be used for a range of things, all related to local infrastructure to support
new/increased development. This year, CIL receipts amount to £5,157.
There have been a few challenging applications this year, and with each the Council has sought to
work with SODC and the neighbours to ensure the local concerns are understood and ideally taken
into account when decisions are made. SODC officers seem regularly to try to deal with all
applications in accordance with planning regulation and guidance, and have shown willingness to
take on-board the view of local residents and the Parish Council. In one issue, Planning Enforcement
has been needed, and hopefully the issue will be properly resolved in due course (though this has
been very frustrating for the neighbour, with whom the Parish Council has great sympathy and seeks
to support).
Communication
The Newsletter is delivered to and (hopefully) read by all households in South Stoke. It is a service
spearheaded by the Parish Council and supported through the sale of advertising. Thank you also to
those who submit articles each month. It is rewarding to see the interests of the groups and
individuals in the Parish, and to be able to include, in each issue, a wide range of topics. If anyone
wants to submit an article, or has an idea for a recurring feature, do not hesitate to contact
editor@southstoke.org.uk.
Jane Newton continues in her role of managing the advertising, keeping track of and chasing through
renewals as well as encouraging new advertisers – lots of thanks to Jane for this. Sian Rasmussen
and her family, as well as Trudy Scarratt continue to deliver each issue to all households in the
Parish. This is a monthly task, taking several hours, and for this amazing volunteered service we are
very grateful!
After some consideration and persuasion by the more ‘social media astute’ members of the Council
and the public, it was agreed that the PC would have a Facebook page. It is a static page that can
have no comments, but other Facebook users can ‘share’ the page to further disseminate
information. Our Clerk manages the page, and regularly puts up notices. Concurrently, the Parish
Newsletter is also posted on Facebook each month. So far this decision has been a success, and we
hope that communication is better reaching all the residents in South Stoke Parish. The Clerk has
also recently re-instated the Twitter name and will follow and post as appropriate to both gather
information and to distribute it. The decision for the Parish Council to have a presence in social
media will be reviewed in November 2019 before becoming a more permanent means of
communication.
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Public Transport
Cllr McMillan has attend 3 county meetings this year, at each representing South Stoke Parish. As
well, there has been considerable liaison with Going Forward Buses regarding our local 134 bus
route, and he has provided regular schedule updates via the newsletter.
The Slipway
Though maintenance issues at the Slipway has for many years been supported and funded by the
Parish Council, the formalisation of the land ownership is being pursued. This will ensure protection
of this village asset in perpetuity, and ensure that it will be available for all to enjoy. A big thanks to
Mark and Dorothy Hathaway who recently helped Cllr Hathaway to remove a fallen tree branch.
Another big thanks to the Thames Valley Police who worked with Cllr McMillan to remove parts of a
stolen vehicle that were dumped and could have damaged boats that utilise the slipway.
Amenities Charity
Cllr Wortley is the Parish Council representative on the Amenities Charity and, supported by Cllr
McMillan, is the liaison between the AC and the Parish Council. The primary issues are maintenance
related – for the Rec and for the Village Hall – and the Parish Council works to keep up-to-date on
the various activities and needs of the Charity as their work is very important to our community.
Memorial Trees
As this past year was the 100th Anniversary of the end of WWI, the Parish Council was provided an
opportunity to receive a young tree, to be planted in an appropriate place, to memorialise the
sacrifice of so many in the Great War. Cllr Hathaway received two trees – very small trees - on
behalf of the Council and is voluntarily nurturing them to a size that would give them the best
chance for success. The exact location is still being decided, as is the type and wording of plaque or
other designation. All suggestions welcome, and please provide your thoughts and idea to the Clerk.
Speedwatch and a New Speed Indicator Sign
Following on from the previous year’s work to obtain data of and then to reduce speed of traffic
through the village, a speedwatch volunteer group was set-up by Chris Bertrand who was working on
behalf of the Parish Council. The local PCSOs/Thames Valley Police provided the equipment to
monitor speeds on the Wallingford Road, appropriately documenting the vehicle registrations of
those travelling faster than 35mph. The police would follow through and send letters to those
caught speeding, warning them to watch their speed and to stay within the speed limits. If more
than three letters are sent to any one registration, penalties would be assessed. This seemed to
have some impact, though there were concerns that it would not be a permanent solution.
As a result, a formal proposal was put forward by Kevin Flynn to consider a portable speed sign to
flag up when people are driving too fast. He had done significant research and proposed what had
been successfully implemented in other towns and villages. The parish Council approved the
proposal and as a result, much of the funding was sought and granted from South Oxfordshire
District Council Ward grant scheme. The sign and equipment is currently on-order, as well as the
data monitoring software to track traffic quantity, speed levels and times of day. This will be set-up
in the coming months, and will be moved around the village roads periodically to warn drivers of
their speed as well as keep track of data. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the results of
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this new equipment, and at some point in the future determine next steps to continuously improve
village traffic/road safety.
Thames Valley Police (TVP) Liaison
Cllr McMillan is the designated liaison with TVP, mostly via the assigned PCSO. We are regularly
informed of local policing issues and the Parish Council communicates and seeks support when
policing is needed. As mentioned above, the local PCSO was particularly helpful when the
speedwatch volunteers were helping to monitor speed on the Wallingford Road.
Phone Box
The Parish Council was offered to purchase the phone box on Cross Keys road for £1. Initially, when
little interest was shown to ‘adopt’ the phone box, the Council decided it would be best to leave the
ownership with BT. When being informed that BT would then remove the phone box, Cllr Hathaway
put forward an initiative for the Parish Council to adopt the phone box, and then to consult with the
village as to its future use. Many ideas have been put forward, including part use as a defibrillator
and then some other use such as a book or plant exchange or (preferably) a more creative use. Cllr
Hathaway is very keen for suggestions – be it for one thing, or perhaps a rotation of usages (email
her at diana.hathaway@southstoke.org.uk).
Community Assets
Two community assets are now formally registered with South Oxfordshire District Council, in the
Community Right to Bid provision of the Localism Act 2011: the pub and the community shop. This
provision is to protect certain buildings and land to ensure that the community has a first right to bid
on and purchase the assets should they ever be put up for sale or any attempt is made for disposal.
The designation is for a period of five years, at which time a renewal can be requested. The Council
felt that the extra protection provided for these two assets would be of benefit to the parish.
Liaising with local organisations
The Parish Council seeks to maintain connection with local village organisations (St Andrew’s, South
Stoke Primary School, Perch & Pike) as well as District and County-wide organisations (Community
First Oxfordshire, SODC, OCC) and other Parish Councils as needed/when appropriate to work jointly
on relevant issues. In the past years, Cllr McMillan was the primary contact, though we will be
looking at restructuring this when the new Parish Council is seated in May.
The Park
Discussions are on-going with South Stoke Primary School to provide a designated area in The Park
to serve as a play/sports field. Cllr Wortley is leading the discussions with the school, with a view
that the Parish Council will grant a long-term lease with nominal rent.
Rights of Way Protection
After being notified by the Rights of Way team at Oxfordshire County Council the current designated
rights of way in the parish, it was noted a number of public footpaths/rights of way were not on the
map provided. The Parish Council is in the process of completing the necessary paperwork and
coordinating the provision of evidence to secure those that were not indicated. It will be a very long
process (c. 10 years) as the County works through the backlog of these, but the PC is monitoring
progress.
SSPC
South Stoke Annual Parish Meeting 2019

Page 18 of 30

Financial Summary
The reserve account contains funds that have been earmarked for specific purposes.
All figures to be considered draft, until accounts have been audited.
Receipts

2017/2018

2018/2019

Newsletter Advertising
The Park
CIL Receipts
Contribution, Donation & Grant
Precept
Bank Interest

£
£

2,087
305

£
£
£

3,429
20,503
7

£
£
£
£
£
£

1,672
240
5,157
873
22,348
118

Total receipts

£

26,331

£

30,408

Payments

2017/2018

2018/2019

4,915
16
221
211
86
170
380
1,281
343
2,530
449
-

Administration
Clerk Salary
Clerk Allowance & Expenses
Office supplies
Clerk's Training
Councillor's Allowance & Exp
Councillor Training
Audit Costs
Insurance
Web Hosting Costs
IT and software
Printing Inc newsletter
Legal Fees
Utilities

£
£
£

3,846
43
127

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

380
1,231
50
658
3,365
90

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

Sub Total

£

9,790

£

10,602

Membership, Rents & Licences
Memberships, rents and licences
Membership
Bus Shelter Land Rental
Slipway Licence
Village Hall Use
Bank Charges

£
£
£
£
£

146
10
68
228
8

£
£
£
£
£

383
10
72
378
-

Sub total

£

460

£

843
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Regular Maintenance
General clearing & grass cuts
General Repairs
Dog Waste Bins
Salt Bins

£
£
£
£

252
42
-

£
£
£
£

558
43
54
-

Sub Total

£

294

£

655

Grants
Amenity Charity Grants
Churchyard / PCC
Section 137

£
£
£

5,000
700
300

£
£
£

8,230
750
50

Sub Total

£

6,000

£

9,030

Additional Items
Shop / Hall project
Other Projects

£
£

183
690

£
£

7,565
2,629

Sub Total

£

873

£

10,194

Total payments

£

17,417

£

31,324

Net Receipts over Payments

£

8,914

-£

916

Closing Bank Balance Current Account
Closing Bank Balance Reserves Account

£
£

9,617
22,252

£
£

6,975
24,044

Total bank accounts

£

31,869

£

31,019

Laura White, Clerk
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South Oxfordshire District Council
Goring & South Stoke Annual District Report Councillor Kevin Bulmer 2018-2019
What I’ve been up to
Apart from my basic Councillor duties I was sitting on a couple of Committees at District. I did Chair
the Joint Audit & Governance Committee with a Vale Cllr and also sat on the Licensing Committee.
However I stood down from these when I was appointed to the cabinet as cabinet member
responsible for Corporate Services.
Time to choose who represents you on local issues - make sure you’re registered to vote in time
for the local elections this May
On Thursday 2 May, residents aged 18 and over in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse will go
to the polls to have their say on who represents them on local issues. People will be asked to vote
for a district councillor who will represent their local area and help make decisions on issues such as
recycling collections, planning, housing, parking and leisure. In some areas, residents will also have
the opportunity to vote for a town or parish councillor who will represent their communities on
issues that affect them, by commenting on planning applications and other proposals, and
maintaining community buildings, land, play areas, allotments and cemeteries.
To vote on 2 May you need to be registered by Friday 12 April. Residents not already registered at
their current address can do so now at gov.uk/register-to-vote or by calling 01235 422528 for a
registration form.
Anybody who is not sure if they are registered to vote can check by emailing
elections@southandvale.gov.uk with their name and address or by calling 01235 422528.
Key dates for this election
• 4 April – details of who you can vote for published
• 12 April – deadline to register to vote in this election
• 15 April – deadline for applications to vote by post (5pm)
• 24 April – deadline for applications to vote by proxy (5pm)
• 2 May – voting day (7am to 10pm)
• 3 May – election results
These are local elections and nothing to do with Westminster, there important so don't let any
frustrations with Brexit prevent you from taking part.
South Oxfordshire Local Plan submitted for examination
South Oxfordshire District Council has today submitted its Local Plan 2034, and associated
documents, for independent examination.
A Planning Inspector, appointed by the government, will set a timetable for a series of public
examination hearings, expected to be held later this year.
People will be able to attend the examination to witness the proceedings, however only those
invited by the Inspector will be able to participate in the hearings. Dates and a venue for the
examination will be confirmed after an Inspector has been appointed.
After the examination has finished the Inspector will issue a report containing recommendations to
either accept the plan as it is, accept the plan with modifications, or reject it.
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The Local Plan identifies where housing, retail, and employment land should be located, as well as
the infrastructure required to support this growth, such as new roads, schools, health services and
sewerage. The policies in the plan are used to help make decisions on planning applications.
This helps protect our 5 year land supply and prevent uncontrolled development.
Didcot Garden Town continues to move forward and receives £218 million investment
The nominated Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board met on 11 March to discuss the proposed
operation and structure of the board and the three sounding boards it will be setting up.
The separate sounding boards will consist of a:
• a parish council board, to include parishes within the garden town area of influence,
• a business sounding board made up by representatives from local business based in the vicinity
and,
• a community sounding board with people from community groups and interested parties.
Each of the sounding boards will meet regularly to discuss various garden town projects and give
constructive feedback and ideas on how they might work. This feedback will be used by the advisory
board to make their decisions on what they recommend to the authorities that fund and approve
the garden town plans.
Since the meeting, the government announced that £218 million has been secured from their
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) and we will work with Homes England to help bring much-needed
transport improvements for residents living in and around the garden town.
The four major projects include a Didcot Science Bridge and improvements to the A4130, a new
crossing over the River Thames at Culham and a bypass at Clifton Hampden.
Cllr Ian Hudspeth, chair of the nominated advisory board, said: “We are delighted that the
government has demonstrated its commitment to investing in Didcot Garden Town. This is an
exciting and important stage in the progress of the garden town projects - it is vital that
representatives of the local community are involved as we lay the foundations for the future of
Didcot and its surrounding villages.”
Now that the funding from HIF is secured, the Didcot Garden Town team will continue work to
prioritise the over 60 projects identified in the delivery plan and, once the sounding boards are
formed, the team will start to talk to the members for their input.
Once set up, all advisory board meetings and annual general meetings will be held in public so that
everyone can hear about and get involved with the plans for the town to make the Didcot Garden
Town vision into a reality
£100,000 to tackle air quality issues - Reminder
We've allocated £100,000 to help tackle air quality issues in our district. We're working on a number
of projects including studies to install more electric charging points in our car parks and will be running
an 'anti-idling' campaign to encourage drivers to switch off their engines whilst parked or waiting at
traffic lights.
Funds have also been made available to support town and parish councils to address air quality issues
including known trouble spots in Wallingford, Henley and Watlington.
If you know of a project that we could help fund, please contact the environmental health team.
env.health@southandvale.gov.uk
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Crowmarsh consultation update
Thanks to everyone who filled in the survey about our new building. The survey is now closed and we
received 266 responses. We will sent these feedbacks to Ridge, our contractors, to help inform the
design for the new building.
We have also contacted Crowmarsh site's immediate neighbours, Employees, local parishes and
communities to take part in a survey on the design of our new offices. These two consultations were
open until 10 February and we will send the results over to Ridge.
We'll keep you up to date on the project as it develops, but hope to have moved in by 2021.
Goring joins the Safe Places scheme
The Care Hub, run by Q1 Care, has become the first venue in Goring to sign up to the Safe Places
scheme. Registered Safe Places offer support to vulnerable people feeling scared or at risk by
providing assistance and by calling a family member, carer or emergency services.
There are now 56 Safe Places in our district, which are easily identified by a logo displayed on shopfront windows. To see all the locations of the scheme, visit the Safe Places website.
https://www.safeplaces.org.uk/
Huge government investment in infrastructure in southern Oxfordshire
The government has announced significant investment in transport infrastructure for southern
Oxfordshire in the Spring Statement. South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Council
have welcomed the money that will make a significant difference to the two districts.
The councils were part of a £218million bid for Housing Infrastructure Funding from the government,
relating to four major transport schemes for the southern Oxfordshire area. They are:
•

a Didcot Science Bridge on the A4130 – going over the railway line and Didcot A Power
Station site and joining the A4130 Northern Perimeter Road

•

improvements to the A4130 from the Milton Interchange by making it a dual carriageway

•

a new river crossing at Culham

•

a Clifton Hampden bypass.

The transport schemes are an important part of the South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Local
Plans, both of which aim to bring new homes, jobs, schools, health and community centres to
support the predicted growth in the area. The HIF money will help the councils to deliver new
homes in Didcot, Culham, Harwell and Berinsfield.
Cllr Jane Murphy, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said, “This is a significant moment for
everybody living and working in Didcot and surrounding villages. I’m delighted that we’ve been a
part of this successful bid to bring much-needed infrastructure to our district – this award
demonstrates that by working closely with government, delivering on growth, and building positive
working relationships with other councils, we can deliver much needed improvements for our
residents.”
Cllr Roger Cox, Leader of Vale of White Horse District council said, “This is great news for the local
economy – by working together with our colleagues in the councils across Oxfordshire, we have
helped to secure the infrastructure investment we needed to ensure that the Science Vale area
continues to thrive, offering lots of high quality jobs and career opportunities for our residents.”
All the projects will need to go through the appropriate planning permissions and the district
councils will be asking residents what they think about the proposals throughout the process.
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Waste and Recycling - Reminder
Cooking oil recycling
We've just introduced a new cooking oil recycling service for residents as part of our food waste
collections.
After cooking and once it has cooled, any leftover oil can be poured into a plastic bottle no bigger than
one litre in size. The bottle and its contents can then be placed into the kerbside food waste caddy,
along with other food waste, and put out for the weekly collection. For those who don't want to use
a plastic bottle, oil can also be poured straight into the caddy along with other food waste.
One litre of cooking oil can generate enough electricity to make 240 cups of tea!
Oxfordshire to get business and community boost from major women’s cycle race
Oxfordshire is expecting economic and health benefits from hosting the prestigious OVO Energy
Women’s Tour professional cycling race, which will pedal through the county on Wednesday 12
June, it was announced today (Wednesday 20 March).
A stage of the high-profile British cycling event has been secured for Oxfordshire by the county
council and five districts in a three-year deal with the race organisers SweetSpot. They expect cycling
fans to visit Oxfordshire to watch the race, generating additional business for restaurants, bars,
hotels, B&Bs and shops.
In a comparable stage in last year’s race in Warwickshire, additional local expenditure linked directly
to the event totalled £2m by around 100,000 spectators. Nearly two-thirds (63%) came from outside
the county and 67% of spectators said they were inspired to cycle more often.
The race will start in South Oxfordshire and end at one of the county’s most iconic locations,
Blenheim Palace, with large crowds expected to cheer the winner over the line. Details of the exact
route, which will pass through the Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire, will be revealed in
coming weeks.
About 100 professional riders will weave their way through towns, villages and rural areas, inspiring
local schools to organise themed sport and fitness lessons. Highlights of the race will also be
screened on ITV4.
Families are expected to line the route to cheer on competitors, turning the event into an exciting
community spectacle. Spectators will be encouraged to use healthy and environmentally-friendly
transport to reach vantage points to watch the race.
Councillor Ian Hudspeth, Leader of Oxfordshire County Council, said: “We’re delighted to welcome
the Women’s Tour to Oxfordshire because it will bring an enormous economic boost to our thriving
communities, inspiring more people to get their bikes out of the shed. Oxfordshire is the perfect
backdrop for this race and we look forward to showing off the county at its best.”
Councillor Jane Murphy, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “This is wonderful news
for residents and businesses in South Oxfordshire – the economic benefits will be huge. It will
hopefully inspire lots of people to take part in healthy activities like cycling, but just as importantly it
is going to be a lot of fun. I’m looking forward to watching it.”
About the OVO Energy Women’s Tour
Created by SweetSpot Group in 2014, the OVO Energy Women’s Tour is the UK’s first international
stage race for women, bringing the world’s top riders to compete in Great Britain as a part of the UCI
Women’s World Tour.
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In addition to its wider aims of promoting active and healthy lifestyles to women, the event has
championed equality in sport, notably offering the same prize fund pro rata as the men’s OVO
Energy Tour of Britain. The race will expand to six days for the first time in its history in 2019.
The race, which has been won by the likes of Marianne Vos (2014), Lizzie Deignan (2016) and Coryn
Rivera (2018), attracts an annual roadside audience of 300,000, as well as over three million fans
through linear and online platforms.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS GRANT FUND
I was able to support 2 projects with my £5k Fund one in Goring (Village Hall), one in South Stoke
(speed measuring equipment).
Leader’s Report to South Oxfordshire District Council – Thursday 14 February 2019
Released on February 18, 2019
Report to council by Cllr Jane Murphy, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council
I recently attended the District Council Network conference to represent our council, at which the
Secretary of State for Local Government gave a speech.
Oxfordshire, working together to achieve better outcomes, was mentioned several times, and it
made me very proud to hear our council being spoken of as a shining example of the good work local
authorities can do on behalf on their residents.
He particularly spoke highly of work we’re doing with our partner authorities on the Growth Board,
including the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal, and our Local Plans, which support it.
At the conference, all councils were raising the long term financial challenges they might face in the
coming years, something that has been discussed here tonight. It was mentioned that one way that
government could help address those challenges was by supporting our ability to raise revenue
locally. Liz Truss MP, who is leading the fair funding review, indicated that a review of the cap that
currently exists on changes to council tax rates was one option under consideration to better
empower local councils to make the right decision for their residents.
On a different note, I’d like to say how pleased I was to see South Oxfordshire ranked as the sixth
best place to live in the country in the latest Halifax Quality of Life Survey. I’m sure this wasn’t a big
surprise to any of us, as we all know what a great place to live it is. But I do want to say that these
things don’t happen by accident, and I believe our administration of this district council has
contributed very strongly to maintaining and improving quality of life over the years.
This aim is something that drives everything we do, including the work we’re currently doing with
our partner authorities in Oxfordshire around the future growth that is needed to ensure we secure
the infrastructure we need. Whether this is the right roads in the right place, improved health care
and leisure facilities or the schools which are vital to support high quality education so that future
generations continued to grow and prosper.
Some of these things you may feel are beyond our remit but we have a part to play in all this, and
that is why districts are so important.
We’re also doing our bit to contribute to bigger international issues as well, like climate
change. Once again, we’re up near the very top of the national recycling league tables – the
competition at the top has been fierce in recent years with many areas upping their game to catch
up with us, but we’re currently the 4th best recycling area in the country. I’d like to thank our
Environmental Services team for the hard work they put in, as well as our contractors Biffa and all of
their extremely hard-working staff – but mostly I’d like to thank our residents for their ongoing
commitment to recycling as much as they can.
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Give our recycling wheels a spin!
Released on February 18, 2019

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils have made it even easier for residents to
check which bin their waste items go in by using the councils’ new recycling wheels.
The councils have produced the wheels to help increase recycling rates by promoting the kerbside
recycling collections and making sure residents are putting the right things in the right bins.
The wheels are the latest of the councils’ recycling promotions - they also have a smartphone app
called Binzone, which tells users which bin is due for collection that week and includes a waste item
search function to find out which bin to throw their rubbish into.
The new wheels are recyclable and are available in libraries across the districts. They will also be
offered to community groups to give to residents and to schools as an educational tool.
Cllr Caroline Newton, cabinet member for Housing and Environment with South Oxfordshire District
Council said: “Around 80 per cent of household waste can be recycled and while the councils have
very good recycling rates, there is always room for improvement. These are designed as an easy-touse reminder for people to keep at home when they are sorting out their waste.”
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Cllr Elaine Ware, cabinet member for Housing and Environment with Vale of White Horse District
Council said: “By helping residents recognise which items go in which bins, the councils aim to
increase recycling rates and at the same time reduce the amount of recycling which is contaminated
if the wrong thing is accidentally dropped in.”
How do they work?
• The outer wheel has the item to be recycled eg.plastic bottles
• Spin the inner wheel until the arrow points to the item
• The cut-out window on the inner wheel will reveal a colour
• This colour corresponds to a key which tells you where to dispose of the item eg. plastic bottles go
into the green wheelie bin
The Binzone app is available by searching for “Binzone” in the Apple Appstore on iPhones and on the
Google Play store on Android smartphones.
Schools or community groups in South or Vale who would like some recycling wheels can get in
touch with the councils’ waste team on 01235 422146 or waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk.
Obviously this isnt all that’s happened but gives you a good cross section but please visit SODC
website for more stories and information.
CONTACT DETAILS
Kevin Bulmer
District Councillor
Goring & South Stoke Ward
M: 07803 005680 E: Kevin.Bulmer@southoxon.gov.uk
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Report to Goring Division Parish Council - GENERAL OCC REPORT
Goring Division County Councillor Kevin Bulmer 2018-2019 Report
A quick highlight of the year at County
Apart from my basic Councillors duties I sit on a number of committees at County I’m Chairman of
the County Pension Committee, Vice Chairman of the Brunel Pension Fund oversight Committee,
Vice Chairman of The Renumeration Committee (not Cllr Renumeration but Officers), member of the
Oxfordshire Health Oversight Committee and I sit as the elected member on the Children’s Adoption
Panel.
The Brunel Pension Fund is a government initiative for Public bodies to combine the pension funds
to achieve savings of scale and cost. We’ve combined with 8 other similar minded County’s and the
environment agency to create a fund of approximately £29billion.
INVESTMENT IN REPAIRING OXFORDSHIRE'S ROADS CONTINUES
OCC will be spending an extra £13m on capital funding on road maintenance in the coming financial
year. This is on top of its existing £18.5m programme of work and follows last year’s additional £12m
boost which saw more than 37 extra miles of road being resurfaced through a range of methods
including surface dressing and micro-asphalting – both of which make road surfaces waterproof and
extend their life. This year’s additional money will be spent across Oxfordshire on resurfacing,
drainage, bridge repairs and footways.
OXFORDSHIRE HEALTH AND WELLBEING STRATEGY SURVEY IS LAUNCHED
People living, working and studying in Oxfordshire are being encouraged to help set the future
direction of the county's health and wellbeing strategy. A draft strategy has been developed by
Oxfordshire's Health and Wellbeing Board – the partnership between local NHS services, local
councils and Healthwatch Oxfordshire. The board's joint working approach aims to improve
everyone’s health and wellbeing, but especially of those people who have health problems or are in
difficult circumstances due to age or vulnerability.
COUNTY COUNCIL TO INVEST IN SCHOOLS, TRANSPORT AND STREET LIGHTING
Residents of Oxfordshire will see highway improvements, new school buildings and energy-efficient
streetlighting thanks to a £1 billion investment over the next ten years as part of the county council’s
budget. However, the county council is also warning that funding pressure on services remains as
demand for social care for vulnerable children and adults continues grow and continued financial
prudence is required to meet those demands.
MORE THAN 40,000 ROAD DEFECTS REPAIRED IN OXFORDSHIRE SINCE LAST WINTER
OCC’s highways teams are out daily relentlessly resurfacing roads and pavements. They have been
able to more work than last year thanks to the county council putting in extra cash over and above
the normal budget in response to the problems caused during the last cold spell. Since January 2018
the council has repaired 40,117 defects. That’s an average of 3,652 repairs a month which is quite
colossal compared to what was needed during the same time period the year before – a total of
34,677 defects were repaired between Jan-Dec 2017. Due to severe weather last winter, pothole
fixing peaked between February and May with nearly 18,000 being repaired. The county council this
year invested an extra £10m in road repairs which has resulted in extra major resurfacing projects
being completed as well as smaller, but no less important, repairs being completed across
Oxfordshire. The county council has increased the amount of relatively small-scale work it does to
put right local roads that are suffering from potholes, cracks and worn out tarmac. The number of
completed defect repairs between January and October this year is 37219.
WATCHDOG SAYS OXON HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE SERVICES MORE JOINED UP
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Significant work has been done to join up services across Oxfordshire that is already demonstrating
improved outcomes for people, according to a follow-up review by the national regulator for health
and social care published on Wednesday, January 9. The Care Quality Commission (CQC) found key
improvements had been made eight months into an 18-month action plan that was agreed by
Oxfordshire health and social care organisations
OCC CALLS FOR PUBLIC INQUIRY ON THAMES WATER’S RESERVOIR PLAN
Residents’ interests come first – that was the resolute message from OCC as its cabinet called for a
public inquiry on Thames Water’s plans for a new reservoir. The council has concerns about the size
and need for the proposed reservoir to the southwest of Abingdon, between Steventon, East
Hanney and Marcham. It is also concerned about the length of time Thames Water has set itself to
reduce leakages. Further clarity is sought from Thames Water on whether other potential sites have
been fully assessed across the southeast region.
BOOST FOR A ‘FULL FIBRE’ FUTURE IN OXFORDSHIRE
Hundreds of businesses and homes across Oxfordshire are set to benefit from faster internet
connections, following the launch of the UK Government’s nationwide Gigabit Broadband Voucher
Scheme (GBVS). The £67m investment is in addition to the £200m allocated to the Local Full Fibre
Networks (LFFN) programme, and will provide future-proof full fibre connections for businesses and
the residential communities around them. It follows a successful pilot scheme launched in four areas
around the country late last year, which has already seen nearly 1,000 vouchers used up to date.
ThinkBroadband statistics show that 8% of homes and businesses in Oxfordshire already have a full
fibre internet connection. Superfast broadband reaches almost 97% of premises, and even-quicker
ultrafast broadband covers 51.3% of the county.
£80K BOOST FOR KIDS’ CYCLING SAFETY
Almost every primary school child in the county will now be able to get free cycle safety training
after the award of an £84,500 Bikeability grant which will pay for an additional 2000 places. The bulk
of cycling training in the county is carried out by a 700-strong army of volunteer instructors under
the Oxfordshire Cycle Training Scheme, which has been running for more than 40 years. Training is
offered to children from nine-years-old and up and is a mixture of learning about the Highways Code
and practical ‘on the road’ tuition. Parents and carers who want their children to take part in training
should contact their school’s head teacher.
ACTIVE AND HEALTHY TRAVEL ENCOURAGED BY OCC
Commuters returning to work after the holiday period are being encouraged to walk or cycle, for all
or part of their journey, by OCC. The council is championing healthy alternatives to the car, which
will also help to reduce congestion and pollution on the county’s roads. Exercise is widely recognised
as one of the best ways to improve physical and mental health. Daily physical activity lowers the risk
of depression and dementia by around 30 per cent according to the Department of Health. Exercise
also reduces the likelihood of cardiovascular disease, coronary heart disease and strokes. The council
has appointed an active and healthy travel officer, using central government funding, to assess
existing walking and cycling routes. Priority will be given to improvements and maintenance
schemes designed to encourage active travel and reduce pollution.
OCC COUNTS THE COST OF THE CARILLION COLLAPSE
OCC is carrying out a detailed review of the costs and liabilities related to its properties following the
Carillion collapse so that a robust financial plan can be considered by Councillors in the autumn and
included in the council’s budget. Carillion provided services on behalf of OCC including maintenance
of council buildings; property services, and building work such as school extensions. OCC made a net
payment of £10.6m at the end of December 2017 to Carillion to cover work already completed as
part of the final settlement to end the contract with the company, limiting any future financial
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liability. However, the costs of dealing with ongoing construction and property maintenance
problems following the Carillion collapse have not yet been calculated but are expected to be “very
significant”. Surveys to assess defects in buildings including schools are continuing across the county
council’s properties. Compliance with health and safety requirements is also being considered, with
any safety issues that emerge being dealt with quickly.
NEW PARTNERSHIP APPROVED BY OCC AND CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillors at OCC and Cherwell District Council have approved a proposal for a partnership
between the two local authorities, including the appointment of a joint chief executive. The
partnership arrangement will offer long-term opportunities to join up services for residents, reduce
the costs of providing services, and secure investment in Cherwell to enable the continued growth in
homes and jobs. The partnership proposal came after the financial problems in Northamptonshire
County Council, which has implications for Cherwell’s existing partnership with South
Northamptonshire Council, created an opportunity to explore closer joint working. The joint
arrangement was approved by county Councillors on 10 July and Cherwell Councillors on 16 July, and
will come into effect on 1 October. Partnership arrangements under a single chief executive will
make joint working more effective and deepen the partnership arrangements.


I produce a monthly report which is sent to the Parish Councils on things going on at County
CONTACT DETAILS
Address: Councillor Kevin Bulmer, County Hall,
New Road, Oxford
OX1 1ND
Email/Tel: kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 07803005680
Twitter: Kevin Bulmer @bulmer_kevin
Facebook: Kevin Bulmer@CllrKevinBulmer
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