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Some Excitement At The Perch & Pike
As reported in the 29th March edition of the Henley
Standard, South Stoke’s own Sofie Hjelte and Simon
Duffy, and new big sister Phoebe, welcomed Chloe into
the world with an unexpected home birth. Simon needed quickly to learn
some midwifery skills,
and participated in
Chloe’s birth in a much
different way than
planned or expected.

Getting his instructions over the phone from emergency
services, Simon was guided through the birthing process. The ambulance arrived 20 minutes later, and then
Simon was guided to cut the umbilical cord.
After the experience, Simon admitted that
he was a bit afraid because he is squeamish
around blood and medical things. His instincts took over, though, because “...you’ve
got no choice but to get on with it.” He hadn’t time to think about it until Sofie and
Chloe were well on their way to hospital and
he was following them in his car.

In the early hours of
Sunday 24th March,
Sofie suddenly started
to have contractions.
The baby was nearly 2
weeks overdue, so
imminent labour was
expected (labour was
planned to be induced
later in the day), but
the sudden rapid increase of the intensity
of contractions were
not.

As reported by Henley Standard’s James
Burton, Simon gave much of
the applause to Sofie - and
rightly so! “It must have
been very difficult (for Sofie)
going through that with only
a muppet like me… She deserves all the credit for this.”
Most importantly, Sofie and
Chloe are doing well - and
the happy parents will have
a great story to share Chloe
when she is older - and a
great story to share with
everyone else who visits the
pub!

Initially he phoned the
Royal Berks to advise
that they would be
coming, thinking he
could drive Sofie on
his own. He’d even
And what about the Perch & Pike? It
quickly packed the
opened, as usual, the next day.
overnight bad to get ready for the journey. But, when the
From all of us in South Stoke, we welcome you to the
contractions were so quick and intense, they rang 999
world, Chloe - and what an entrance you made!
emergency services.
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Easter Lilies For
The Church
If anyone wants to contribute towards Easter
Lilies which will be arranged in Church as part
of the Easter Flowers .
Could they get in touch
with Jean Dixon , Sine
Shaw or Sally Horton
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South Stoke Housing Development

Open Gardens 2019

Project Update

In the March newsletter, readers were advised that we
hoped to be able to report in this month’s newsletter
about the results of the recent Housing Needs Survey,
and where we are in terms of our on-going discussions
with the Glebe field landowner regarding the proposed
housing development on part of the Glebe field.
Unfortunately we have little to report on the Housing
Development, as the Diocese have not yet been able to
summarise their and Rectory Homes (the potential developer) responses to some of the suggestions that
arose from our Open Weekend in November of last
year. At the time of going to press it looks like we will
be having a further meeting with the Diocese at the end
of March, and plan to provide a further update in the
May newsletter.
Regarding the recent Housing Needs Survey (HNS) which was all about needs for more Affordable Homes
(AH) in the village - we have in the last few days received a copy from Community First Oxfordshire (CFO)
of their draft HNS report - and this makes interesting
reading.
A few of the main findings are:










59% of households in the Parish responded - which
by any standard was a good result
Up to 88% of respondents were in favour of more
AH in South Stoke
Of 44 people who have left the village in recent
years, 19 said that they would consider coming back
to SS if there was availability of AH
The majority of people requiring an AH in SS were
interested in Starter Homes, with others split between Rental and Shared Ownership.
Individual preference was expressed for houses,
rather than flats or bungalows, and the biggest need
was for two-bedroom accommodation
Only four of the sixteen families who wanted an AH
in SS were currently on SODC’s Housing Register!

This is a draft report. Both the Parish Council and the
Housing Development Project Group will consider its
contents over the coming days and may well seek clarification from CFO on a number of related points.
It is planned that a final version will be posted on the
Parish website in April, and a fuller summary will appear in the May newsletter.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Housing Development Working
Group, 07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
To register to vote in these
elections, you will need to
do so by 12th April. Applications to vote by post
deadline is 15th April, and
to vote by proxy is 24th
April. For more information
please go to the South Oxfordshire District Council’s
website (southoxon.gov.uk
or ring 01235 422528.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

August 26th

South Stoke Open Gardens will be back again this year
and we will be holding it on our usual day - August Bank
Holiday Monday. We have already heard from a number
of people who have expressed interest in opening their
gardens – thank you.
Our attention returns to the village clock once more this
year. After many years of being exposed to the elements
the clock face on the west side of the tower is now showing its age. There are signs of rust on the face itself and
the gilding on the hands and numbers is tarnished and
flaking off. The mechanism behind the face also needs
attention.
Two years ago we raised money to electrify the winding
mechanism and add electronic time keeping. We hope
that everyone will be happy if we continue to focus our
fundraising efforts towards the upkeep of the clock for the
benefit of those of us who look at it and listen to it every
day as well as for future generations.
Smiths of Derby will be carrying out the work again.
There is some money left in the kitty from 2017 which has
been combined with the generous donations we have received, but we still anticipate needing to raise about
£3500.
Every garden is of interest to visitors, whether it is large or
small, formal or relaxed. Please email us
(angela.m.exley@btinternet.com and
jane.n@btinternet.com), even if you have already been in
contact, to let us know that you would like to open your
garden. If you haven’t opened before but might like to
please contact us for further information.
Angela Exley & Jane Newton

South Stoke PA News
With the warmer weather approaching it is certainly time
for another Spring Clean and tidy of your wardrobes.
Thanks to the great success of our previous Bags2School
collection we raised over £300! For those unfamiliar with
the scheme, Bags2school raises funds from unwanted
clothing by recycling them for the future use of those less
fortunate. For each kg donated, approximately 40p is donated back to the school to help pay for equipment, courses, trips, etc.
We are holding another Bags2School collection on Friday
26th April at 9am so now is the time to start collecting
those unwanted jumpers, coats, bags, hats, scarves,
shoes, and household linen (including towels and curtains) and emptying those wardrobes of clutter. By extending the donation to the Villagers we were able to more
than double our previous total and we do hope you will
donate again if you can.
All items should be bagged up in a bin liner and left in the
Shelter in the school playground any time from 4pm onwards on Thursday 25th April. Please make sure they
don't get wet as they won't be accepted. Most things are
accepted including stuffed toys, but should all be in good
condition and reusable.
Please see www.bags2school.com for a full list of items
and further information. Many thanks for your continued
support.
Fiona Dew
Vice Chair of South Stoke Parents Association
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South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the following
comments to be taken into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons’. If you have views about
any planning application, you
are encouraged to submit them
to the South Oxfordshire District Council. You may also
make representation to the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
P19/S0613/FUL - Ferry House, Ferry Road, South
Stoke RG8 0JL. Installation purpose built tennis pa-



vilion next to tennis court.

Pending Decision by SODC






P19/S0171/RM - Land at Woodcote Road South
Stoke RG8 0JJ. Reserved matters application following Outline approval P17/S3206/O for residential
development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated
works, including access. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS (see
SODC website for detail).

The March draw took place on Monday 11th in the
Perch & Pike. The lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£92)
(£69)
(£46)
(£23)

Sara Reid
Sarah Thompson
David Kennedy
Alan Harrison

The April draw will take place on Monday 15th in the
Perch & Pike at around 8pm.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Robert Small

P19/S0594/FUL - Barracks Farm Wallingford Road
North Stoke OX10 6AZ . Change concrete pad with
walls to a building to store agricultural machinery/hay
and straw. PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTED THE APPLICATION.

P19/S0666/DIS - The Coaching Barn Littlestoke
Manor Little Stoke OX10 6AX. Discharge of condition 3 (joinery, insulation & new materials) on P18/
S0359/LB. (Alterations to implement a change of use
from agricultural store building (sui-generis) to an
arts / crafts centre (D1)). This application not subject
to public consultation (but registered and open to public
inspection).

Decisions by SODC
No new decisions at time of publication.
--For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

REMINDER:
Wallingford Road Closure

People looking to start up a new business, or make the
most of an existing one, have a great opportunity to do
just that in Berinsfield this April.
From Monday 29 April to Friday 3 May, the PopUp
Business School team will be helping new and established businesses get going and to kick-start a business
the right way.
Sponsored by South Oxfordshire District Council and
The Berin Centre, an intensive course will run from
10am-3pm each day and is taking place at the Berinsfield Community Association in the village. Workshops
will include how to start a business for free, marketing
and setting up social media, and how to find customers
quickly.
The course is open to people of all ages looking to start
their own business, including the long term unemployed
and budding entrepreneurs, and business owners who
need a hand on marketing their product or service.

16th - 20th April 2019

A request has been received from Thames Water for a
temporary road closure to apply to a section of Wallingford Road whilst new water mains connection works are
carried out. The road will be closed between the crossroads, and the boundary of "White Gable". This will put
extra traffic through the village for the full 5 days, so take
care!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Free Business Course

Anyone can register to attend by visiting
www.popupbusinessschool.co.uk/berinsfield
Communications Team
South Oxfordshire District Council
01235 422400
www.southoxon.gov.uk | @southoxon
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Citizen’s Advice: Help To Claim
Citizens Advice boosts help for Universal Credit claimants.
Citizens Advice has designed a new service to help
you and speed things up if
you are claiming Universal
Credit for the first time but
having problems with the
application.

The Housing Development on The Glebe is still under
consideration but the Community Building subcommittee is still pressing ahead with plans for the new
village hall and shop.

The "Help to Claim" service
will be available in England
from 1 April 2019 over the
telephone, face to face, and
online through “webchat” and Internet content.
We can advise on your eligibility, set up an email address or Universal Credit account, fill in the initial application form, get access to a computer, or arrange advance payments. We can also help you by ensuring
that the right evidence is submitted with your form. And
if you only need minimal help with your application, Citizens Advice can provide tips if you get stuck.
As part of its normal service, Citizens Advice also supports people who are already receiving Universal Credit.
The national Freephone number for Help to Claim is
0800 144 8444. Telephone and webchat services are
available from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
For any other issues you might need help with, please
telephone the Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03 444 111
444.
Come and see us in person if you prefer. For locations
of offices and opening hours see
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
Darius Halpern
Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizen’s Advice Bureau
news@osavcab.org.uk

REMINDER: Annual Parish Meeting
11th May 2019, 6.00pm, Village Hall

The Annual Parish Meeting is not a Parish Council meeting, but rather is a meeting of local government electors.
At the meeting we will have short updates and reports
from various groups in the village including the parish
Councillors, and our OCC and SODC Ward Councillor
has confirmed he will attend.

Because of comments about the difficulty for those
who work outside the Parish and for those with families
to attend, we have decided to do something a bit different this year: we have scheduled it for a Saturday
evening. We hope this will make the meeting more
accessible, and that we can welcome parishioners who
perhaps have not been able to attend previous years.

Following feedback, the sub-committee is now
evaluating estimates for a pre-fabricated building. A
number of companies who work in this area have been
approached and the committee is exploring the costs
with a number of suppliers. Further refinements are in
progress to try and bring the project within budget. It is
not just the actual building cost but groundwork,
electricity, plumbing etc. which need to be factored in.
To this end, the committee is looking for any volunteers
e.g. carpenters, electricians, plumbers etc. who may be
able and willing to help with estimates and the overall
build.
It is hoped that the community building plans can be
finalised in May/June so that a full planning application
can be submitted. Until a planning application is
approved, grants cannot be sought.
We are sure that a new larger village hall will encourage
existing and many new activities and we welcome any
ideas you may have.
Above you will see a new logo for fundraising and
information purposes so you will know that it relates to
the Community building and not just the shop or village
hall. This is a joint effort and to this end there are
several fundraising events being planned.
Sally Woodall and team have organised a Fashion
Show for Friday April 5th and there are plans to try and
have an event every month. Tickets for all events will be
available from the Village Shop and there will be regular
updates.
If anyone would like to organise activities to raise funds
we would be delighted so please get in touch with either
Sally (873831) or myself. I can be contacted on 872337
or at traceylasan@hotmail.com if you can contribute in
any way or have any ideas or comments.
Tracey Lasan

After the reports, all are invited to enjoy a glass of wine
and socialising. We look forward to welcoming you!
Cllr Bryan Urbick
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke
Flower Festival
St Andrew’s, 5th & 6th May
The theme this year is: Spring
Wedding.
Sunday 5th May, Cream Teas from 2 5.00pm. Monday Bank Holiday 6th
May, Flower festival will be open from
12noon - 6.00pm.
4

asdf
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Shop News
Our Easter Opening Hours

On a very wet and windy March day we met in the
Village Hall for our Annual Meeting. This month we
started with a ‘Pot Luck Lunch’. Homemade soup, rolls
and a variety of fruit crumbles and cream was definitely
‘comfort food’, and just what was needed on such a
miserable day.

Good Friday - closed
Easter Saturday 9am till 12 noon
Easter Sunday 9am till 12 noon
Easter Monday - closed
Tuesday 23rd April - normal hours
resume
Spring & Summer Season
Opening Hours
From 31st March 2019 the shop
opening hours will be:

After lunch we held the Annual Meeting. Megan Joslyn
our Treasurer read the financial statement and Eve
Thynne Secretary & Vice President gave the
Committee’s Report. Rita Mann thanked the Committee
for their support last year.
We were sad to lose Margaret Boorne from the
committee and she was thanked for all the help she has
given. We were pleased to welcome Pam Seymour onto
the new Committee.
Following the Annual Meeting, Ann Marshall spoke
about an occasion when, with her husband, they were
entertained by Her Majesty the Queen on the Royal
Yacht Britannia. We finished the afternoon with a raffle.
Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com

South Stoke Historical Society
The Mapledurham Mill

On THURSDAY (yes, I do mean Thursday not Friday
this month) 25th April at 8pm in the Village Hall, Corry
Starling will give a talk to South Stoke Historical Society. He is the miller of Mapledurham Water Mill. This is
the last commercially operated mill on the River
Thames and the site has had a mill there for over a
thousand years. Corry will tell us about the mill’s history, how it operates and what the future holds for this
enterprise.
All are welcome.
Guests £5, youngsters £3, members
are free. (Annual
membership costs
£12.50)
On the 12th
June there will be a
follow up visit to the
mill to see it in action, followed by a
cream tea. Fingers
crossed for good
weather.
Linda Gatto

L.gatto@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Monday to Fridays 9am till 5.30pm
Saturdays 9am till 5.00pm
Sundays 9am till 12 noon.
Thank you...
...to all of you who supported our
Movie Night on Friday 29th March in
the village hall. Over 50 tickets were
sold very quickly and Brexit was well
and truly forgotten for the evening.
Ladies Fashion Evening
Our next event is our Ladies Fashion Evening which is
being held on Friday 5th April in the village hall. There
will be lots of spring & summer fashions and accessories to tempt you and perhaps a few familiar faces to
spot on the cat walk! A delicious 2 course supper is included within the 15 pound
ticket price and there will
also be a licensed bar. Its a
fun way to start your weekend with a group of friends
within walking distance from your home so we look forward to seeing you there. All proceeds from this event
will go towards the Community Building project.
Easter orders
Easter is late this year and we
are now organising orders for
lamb for your Easter celebrations through Ray Park at
Cholsey if you wish us to do
so. Just call or pop into the
shop to discuss your order. We can of course, order
any kind of meat you prefer so do remember your village shop for your holiday provisions.
Jules Costello
managersouthstokeshop@hotmail.com
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Daffodils are among the easiest, most beautiful and
most rewarding of plants. They come back every year
and if the conditions are right, gradually increase in
number.
Sometimes they struggle, however, and they come up
‘blind’ without any flowers - or if you’re really unlucky
they gradually disappear.
My garden is very light and sandy and for whatever
reason I have lost a great many bulbs over the years. At
first, I blamed the voles [they are very numerous] but on
researching the problem found that, while they love to
eat tulip bulbs; daffodils, just as they are poisonous for
us to eat are poisonous to voles. I have yet to find an
explanation. Suggestions welcome!
I do have a simple solution to ‘blind’ bulbs though. The
usual problem is a lack of appropriate nourishment at
the right time to fill out the bulb, so a dressing of
something like ‘Growmore’ at this time of the year can
be a great help. Unfortunately, if, like my garden and the
Recreation Ground, any moisture drains away rapidly, it
is probably washing away all the nutrients too and they
will need replacing every year.

Our Beautiful Church
A Festival of Flowers
St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church
Checkendon, RG8 0SR

Saturday 18th May 2019, 10am-5pm
Sunday 19th May 2019, 12am-4:30pm
Special Celebration Service Sunday 19th May, 11am
This is why so many of the plantings on the Rec over
the years have failed. The fruit trees need both feeding
and mulching so any help there much appreciated.
THERE WILL BE A WORKING PARTY ON THE
RECREATION GROUND ON SATURDAY APRIL 6TH.
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US - THE MORE THE
MERRIER!
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Step inside the 900 year old church of St Peter’s and St
Paul’s Checkendon and enjoy its historic splendour
decorated with flowers.
All donations to the fabric fund (building and graveyard
upkeep) very welcome.
Tea, coffee and cake served both days, all day.
Contact Debi Hornsby T:01491
680204 E: dahhornsby@gmail.com
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The Reflective Traveller: Old, Frankincense and More
As I wander around outside the UK I am constantly
piqued by the universality of the English language. It is
what you might expect but it still amazes and astonishes
me. It is now so world wide and ubiquitous that it probably should not be given a nationality or ethnicity tag.
Mandarin Chinese allegedly spoken by more people on
Earth than any other language is sometimes called in
the pinyin literation putonghua or ‘common/ordinary
tongue’. Maybe so called English should be deemed
something similar. What about World Tongue?
Look at this sign, spotted in downtown Aqaba, Jordan (or maybe it
was Muscat, Oman).
The assumption is that
if you can’t read Arabic
you are bound to cope
with English wherever
you come from. Note
the icon, probably
common all over the
world. Words are symbolic but only conceptual, an icon as a
shorthand version of
the real thing goes beyond words. Yes, you
have heard me on this
theme before. Incidentally it may be some time before
the sign says ‘Person at Work’.

muse on a nameless hell so close in fact or imagination.
The desert and the ocean are both ageless they stay the
same ( more or less) whilst everything else moves on,
changes, adapts.
In the Sultanate of Oman the ship of the desert for tourists on safari is a side show. So are those back wrenching wooden bouncing up and down seats in a 4x4 pick
up and put down. We now have fleets of huge white
Toyota 6 seaters beautifully sprung air conditioned and
very comfortable leather seats.
So strange that people in hot countries take the heat
seriously and act and dress accordingly. We Brits can
never quite get the hang of this and expect it to pour
with rain any minute. Why seek the shade, you can do
that at home? Years back working in Singapore I am
amazed to see young women with umbrellas not to keep
the rain off but to shield them from the sun.
This brings me for no obvious reason to the frankincense tree. Now this great treasure of the Arabic East
they tell me is used as a fragrance, burned for its smell
and can be bottled for several hundred pounds or dollars
a time.

So we turn off the main
road to see the self-styled
‘Valley of the Frankincense
Tree’ (big sign in Arabic
and World Tongue) which
turns out to be just that.
One solitary tree and a lot
of sand and scrub. What
But let’s get back to the desert. Anywhere where there is
no gift shop? A white sap
a whole lot of sand. When you stare out at the endless
oozes from the branches
dunes you think of nothing more than some sort of still
and I smear a bit onto my
life of the sea not green or blue but yellow or brown. Not
Tilley hat. Mmm does have
for nothing therefore is
a certain smell……..can I
the camel called the ‘ship
sell my hat for more than I
of the desert’ and the
paid for it? But why not
analogy does not end
plant a whole grove of
there. Just a few 100
these trees if there is such a demand?
yards ( metres if you
Thinking back, I muse on how topography, the shape
must) from our road
and constituent geological elements of the land, in turn
there are no landmarks
and you could in minutes direct the nature of its inhabitants, culture, history. Clibecome completely lost. mate of course plays a part as well, aridity, high periodic
A horrible thought, noth- rainfall, perhaps not so changeless as it might once
ing to break up the land- have been. Unchanging environment with a strong vescape and no phone sig- neer of smart phone shops. Awesome wilderness and
up front best gleaming Toyotas.
nal. Same thing for the
sea. You can stare out at Yes indeed but for a contrasting climate and topography
the cough candy texture I must keep for another time!
of the ageless sea rolling
The Reflective Traveller
past your window and

The Britpickers in St Andrew’s Church
Friday 26th April, 8.00pm

Just to remind you of the concert being held in the Church for
MacMillan Cancer Support. We do hope you have your tickets by
now but if you wish to make a donation or still purchase tickets,
please contact Robert Small at robandsue1975@btinternet.com or
Sally Woodall at salwodall@hotmail.co.uk.
Thank you.
Sally Woodall
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Goring Fire Station Needs More On-Call Firefighters
Goring fire station in Icknield Road, is an ‘on-call’ station
not staffed 24 hours a day but by part-time, paid on-call
firefighters who carry out an essential and professional
role. At present there are only 9 firefighters employed,
but as they have different rotas and are not always
available, sometimes it’s difficult to muster the necessary
4-person crew, including the specially trained driver,
when their beepers go off after an emergency 999 call.
Firefighting can be considered as a second, but flexible
and paid, job. Firefighters need to respond quickly if
they are on call, and be able to get to the fire-station and
get the vehicle on the road in about 5-6 minutes. So, you
obviously need to be living and working fairly locally and
have the flexibility to leave what you’re doing as soon as
your beeper goes off and you get a ‘shout’. There’s great
camaraderie amongst the Goring crew, not just on drill
nights but on other
training sessions and
on call-outs. That’s
why so many
firefighters have
continued to do the job
for many years and
have become experts
in their specialist fields.

maintenance. You might also spend time working in your
local community to help reduce the risk of fires and
incidents by attending local events and performing Safe
and Well checks.
To apply you need to be over 18, live or work within five
minutes of a recruiting fire station and be able to
respond at a moment’s notice.
What qualities do I need?
Our on-call firefighters come from every walk of life, we
have on-call firefighters who are self-employed or work
from home, and parents with children at school. There
are also shopkeepers, builders, plumbers, office workers
and people who are not currently employed.
What is important is that you are enthusiastic and can
meet certain essential requirements. The work can be
physically demanding and therefore physical fitness is of
utmost importance.
Previous experience is
not required as we
provide a
comprehensive training
programme.
You choose the
hours
We normally request
our on-call firefighters
spend a minimum of 40
hours per week on-call,
with some people
choosing to cover the
maximum quota of 120
hours per week. You
won’t spend all this
time working – it’s just
the time you’re
available for us to call
you if there’s an
incident.

There is one fire
appliance in Goring,
which is often called
upon to put out fires or
rescue people from a
variety of situations,
including RTCs (Road
Traffic Collisions).
Much of the work is
local, but sometimes
it’s further afield,
especially when
Goring iare mobilised
to assist in major
You can choose when
incidents. Firefighters
save lives and protect people, environment and property you want to provide cover. This could be during the
daytime, evening or weekends, or a combination of the
in the community, so it’s an important, valuable service
three. Your local station will match your availability with
which anyone may need at any time.
the needs of the station.
Pay and benefits for on-call firefighters
A second job
On-call firefighters receive a standby rate for the hours
Although it sounds like a big commitment many people
they spend on-call and further disturbance fees and
successfully balance their on-call firefighter duties with
hourly rates for attending incidents and drill nights (see
links below) and can expect to earn £5,000 - £9,000 per another job. Some are self-employed whilst others have
permission from their employer to leave work for short
year depending on the number of call-outs they attend
periods during the daytime if necessary. We
and the station they are attached to. On-call pay and
have information for employers about staff becoming onbenefits
call firefighters if you want to talk to your employer about
About the role of an on-call firefighter
applying.
Being an on-call firefighter is a paid, professional role.
****
As an on-call firefighter you would receive the same
training as our wholetime firefighters but instead of being You can contact terry.coupar@oxfordshire.gov.uk for
more information. Alternatively, you can just pop down to
based at a fire station you would be called out to
the station during any drill night on Wednesday evenings
respond to incidents when alerted. On average you
(7-9pm).
could be expected to be called out two or three times
each week for about an hour at a time, this can be at
Becky Rimmer
night or during the day.
Acting Watch Manager - Employee Relations &
Every week you would need to attend a drill night to take Resources Team Support
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue
part in training exercises and carry out equipment
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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April News
From The Woodcote Library

John Howell, MP Writes…

So, we have sprung forward! The lighter evenings and
longer days are finally here..
Oxfordshire Country Council provides a home delivery
service to enable people that could not otherwise have
access to our services. Do you know someone that could
benefit from this service? Please get in touch and see what
the Library Service could do to help.
How it works
Contact us to discuss the kind of books, DVDs, music CDs
or audio books that you like to read or enjoy. We then
arrange for a library volunteer to deliver these to you in
your home.
Our volunteers wear identification badges and provide a
helpful and friendly service. Whenever possible, we try
and arrange for the same volunteer to visit you each time.
Your Library materials will be delivered and collected every
3 weeks. The Home Library Service is free of charge, and
there is no charge for requests or late returns.
To register for this service or for further information call the
Home Library Service on 01865 810259 or
email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
The Easter period is upon us and our opening hours
will change as follows. There will be posters up to remind people too:
Friday 19th April (Good Friday) CLOSED
Saturday 20th April 9.30-12.30
Monday 22nd April (Easter Monday) CLOSED
We will be holding one of our popular game’s mornings on
Friday 12th April – between 9.30 and 12pm. Children (must
be accompanied by an adult until over 11 years of age) can
bring their own games or make use of ours here for a fun
filled morning.
Did you know that the Library hosts the Health Visitors
baby clinic? Whilst we are not open to the general public,
the Library will be open between 9.30am and 10.30am
every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays just for the parents/carers
and babies attending the clinic. The dates for April are 10th
and 24th.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions continue every term time
on Thursday at 10am (so not 11th or 18th April). Come
along with your under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes and fun!
New members are always most welcome. Pop in and use
our new coffee machine whilst you browse for the latest
titles or read a newspaper.

Crime has been in the news this month. Some specific
crimes that shock us all and types of crime too. In this
constituency rural crime has long been a problem and it
was good to see the police have a ‘Rural Crime Week’ at
the beginning of the month. This was a week to draw
attention to the problem of rural crime which is often
misunderstood and goes unreported.
Rural crime tends to fall into one of four categories agricultural, equine, wildlife and heritage. It can also fall
under environmental crime, which covers illegal waste
dumping, fly tipping, polluting watercourses and land.
Agricultural crime covers working farms, farm machinery,
farm buildings and smallholdings. Offences include theft of
equipment or fuel, damage to property and livestock
worrying. In similar vein equine crime covers working
stables and equestrian centres and includes offences like
tack theft and livestock worrying. Wildlife crime includes
hare coursing, poaching and interfering with protected
species and heritage crime is an offence which ‘harms the
value of England's heritage assets and their settings to this
and future generations.’ Rural crime is indeed wide
reaching and has been on my agenda in work with our
farmers and the police for some time.
Knife crime has hit the news headlines too with fatal
attacks. The Home Secretary is looking closely at this and
it is interesting to look at crime statistics to see the
fluctuations in different types of crime over time. Knife
crime has increased - but it is not a new problem. In the
Thames Valley Region this crime has doubled in the past
five years. Inevitably the issue of funding has been raised
and it is right to question this. However as one BBC
reporter pointed out this week it is not clear that money
alone will solve the problem.
When an Urgent Question was raised in the House of
Commons on this issue on 7th March I asked the Minister
what role MPs can play in this process so that we are not
just observers of the problem but participants in seeking
solutions. The Minister supported the suggestion and
agreed to look at how MPs can help promote the message
against knife-carrying in their constituencies.
I meet regularly with our local police Superintendent and
both rural and knife crime will be high on the agenda at my
next meeting. However I am fully aware that many
constituents will be concerned that one crime is not overly
prioritised to the detriment of other crimes that affect us.
Balance is important and this is a key task.

Joanne Green
Manager, Woodcote Library
01491 682323
Joanne.Green@oxfordshire.gov.uk

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: -

Library Opening Hours:

Email:
Phone:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Network Rail Biodiversity Grant For Withymead
About eighteen months ago Network Rail announced
‘The Greater West Biodiversity No Net Loss’ grant
scheme, in partnership with the Trust for Oxfordshire’s
Environment (TOE2). The schemes’ aim is to
compensate for unavoidable habitat loss caused by the
railway electrification programme. The funding is for the
creation and improvement of habitats in the vicinity of
the railway line, a process known as ‘biodiversity
offsetting’. Network Rail provides the funding and TOE2
provides the independent expertise to assess projects
and ensure that, if funding is awarded, that the projects
are run effectively.
Withymead started the grant process in April last year,
and after being sifted through a number of stages,
attending meetings with TOE2 advisors and providing
detailed proposals, Withymead is very pleased to
announce it has been successful in receiving a grant
from Network Rail.
Anyone who has visited Withymead will know that there
is a designated area for Forest Schools, which is used
by a number of pre
-schools and
primary schools in
the area. The
Forest School
movement
encourages
children to learn in
the open air,
allowing them to
develop confidence
and self-esteem
through hands-on
learning
experiences in a
woodland or
natural
environment with
trees. This ethos
chimes strongly
with those of Anne
Carpmael whose bequest was to provide an opportunity
for local children to learn about wildlife and nature, and
provide life-long learning, through the Anne Carpmael
Charitable Trust (ACCT) which owns and manages
Withymead.

The Forest School area was once an orchard, and
although a few old fruit trees remain, they need to be
replaced with new fruit trees. The grant will allow
Withymead to put in some established trees and also
small fruit trees within the Forest School area, along the
railway line, and also mixed woodland trees in the Study
Centre area, so linking it to the main reserve on the
other side of the Bridle Way.
Withymead is especially renowned for its Loddon lilies
and these will be at their best during late April and May.
Withymead’s open days are:
Sundays 2:00 – 5:00







21st April (Easter Sunday)
28th April (Cream teas)
5th May
12th May
19th May
26th May (Cream teas)
Come and find out
more about our
plans for the grant,
the fascinating
history of Saunders
the Boat Builders,
the Loddon lilies
and enjoy the
peace and
tranquillity of
Withymead Nature
Reserve.
Withymead Study
Centre is available
for hire. Please
contact the
Wardens to
enquire about
availability.

For more
information about all that’s going on at Withymead, go to
www.withymead.org or phone 01491 872265.
Rebecca Joisce, Chair of Trustees
rebecca.russell@ssfb.co.uk

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

April 2019

15

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in April 2019
April 4th,11th

April 7th
April 9th

7.30pm The Alpha Course
weeks 6 & 7 (with
supper) continues in the
Canterbury Room, St
Thomas’ Church Goring.
11.15am Family Service
4.00pm Evening prayer at Goring
2.30pm Lent Study at
Stoke Abbas
11.15am Palm Sunday, Holy
Communion followed by
12.15pm Church Annual Meeting

April 17th

10.30am Coffee Morning
8.30pm Compline for Holy Week

April 18th

8.00pm Maundy Thursday,
United Benefice “Last
Supper” at St Thomas’
Goring, with Washing of
Feet

April 20th

8.00pm Easter Vigil at St Mary’s
Streatley
11.00am Easter Day, Family
Communion at St
Andrew’s

April 28th

11.15am Holy Communion, Low
Sunday

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.
On 7th April a special collection will be taken up
for the Disasters Emergency Committee East
African Cyclone Appeal.
You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
***
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Friday mornings us 07502
194674. You may need to leave a voice-mail.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
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April 25th

South Stoke Historical
Society Talk: The
Mapledurham Mill
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

April 25th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)
(St Andrew’s, 7.30pm)

April 26th

The Britpickers Concert -

Carol Gordon & Dave Sheriff

May 2nd

Local elections polling day
(Village Hall, 7am-10.00pm)

May 5th & 6th

Flower Festival
(St Andrew’s, see pg 4)

May 6th

May Fayre
(The Street, from 12noon)

May 11th

Annual Parish Meeting
(Village Hall, 6.00pm)

May 20th

Annual Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

June 12th

South Stoke Historical
Society Visit to the
Mapledurham Mill

August 26th

South Stoke Open Gardens
(details see pg 2 of this
newsletter)

Next Issue

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.

Harry Hogg & Michael Codner
Church Wardens

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)
Amenities Charity meeting.
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)
Ladies Fashion Evening
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

(St Andrew’s, 8.00pm)

2.00pm Easter Meditation at St
Mary’s Streatley
6.00pm Good Friday Compline,
St Andrew’s

April 21st

April 1st
April 5th

April 14th

April 19th

March 12th

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the May issue: Sunday 21st April 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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