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Goings-On At The Slipway (Part Two)
After last month’s excitement in clearing away a long
abandoned boat and finding and clearing away the remains of a stolen BMW, the work was suddenly ‘undone’
by a fallen tree.
After discussions at the February Parish Council meeting,
Cllr Diana Hathaway took on the challenge. The next day
she conscribed the help of Dorothy (as Project Manager)
and Mark to help with the cutting and grinding and taking
away.
We are grateful to the Hathaways for sorting this out, and
appreciative for the initiative to get the job done so effectively.
Cllr Bryan Urbick
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council

A stunning view of a snowy South Stoke on 2nd February,
2019. Photo with thanks to Ali Brazenor.
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Welcome To The New Vicar - The Rev’d Ben Phillips
Ben Phillips was appointed as the new Vicar of Goring
and Streatley with South Stoke following interviews in
the autumn. He was previously the Vicar of Towcester,
Northants, but is well known in Oxfordshire where he
had previously served. He and his wife Sarah moved in
January to the Vicarage in Goring and the big service of
Installation by the Bishop of Dorchester took place at St
Thomas’ on Monday 4th February. He was welcomed
by church members from all three villages and by community representatives. South Stoke was represented
by Amanda Rogers, Head Teacher of our School and by
Bryan Urbick, Chair of the Parish Council (aka the Editor
of South Stoke Parish Newsletter). Her Majesty the
Queen was represented by Dr Kate Tiller OBE, Deputy
Lieutenant.
The Official Installation was performed by the Bishop (Rt Rev
Colin Fletcher) and the Archdeacon, (the Ven Judy French) assisted by the Area Dean and the
Lay Chair of the Deanery. A
good number of clergy and lay
ministers from Henley Deanery
came to show their fellowship
and support. Dr Henry Fay of
Goring Free Church joined the
welcome.

say thank you for the Welcome Hamper and the warmth
of the reception he and Sarah have received and enjoyed.
The Choir and clergy and visitors trooped out and
were replaced by children and others passing trays of
food and drink around. It was as splendid occasion enjoyed by all.
Harry Hogg
Church Warden, St Andrew’s South Stoke
***
I look forward to meeting people and getting to know as
many of you as possible. Can I please remind and invite you: the churches are open each day as a place of
peace, and sanctuary for any and everyone. You are all,
of course, also welcome to live
dangerously and come to one of
the public services.
If the church can be of further
support in any way please do feel
free to ask. 01491 875651
With my prayers and best wishes,
Ben Phillips

***
I had the great honour to represent the community of South
About 200 people crowded into
Stoke at the Service of Institution,
St Thomas’ with the Choirs of St
Induction and Installation of Ben
Mary’s and St Thomas’, who
as the new vicar of South Stoke,
sang an Anthem specially written
Streatley and Goring. I am not
for the occasion by Michael Howreligious, but was quite moved by
ell the Director of Music.
the occasion, and very pleased to
The Bishop in his sermon sensitively paid tribute to the witness the commitment by Ben and the church “...to be
among us in the villages, for those in the mainstream
Rev Paul Boughton who had served faithfully over four
and those at the margins”. I have no doubt that this
years, but whose ministry was cut short by a brain tupromise will be kept, and understand that it is all of our
mour that took his life in 2018. The Bishop also noted
that progress had been made by the churches even dur- responsibilities to ensure that it is.
ing the period of vacancy, “...but now the time has come I was equally moved by the Bishop’s address. I was
for the parishes to move forward after a time of severe
very fond of Paul Boughton, and valued his contribution
grief and carry on the work of the gospel, strengthened to our communities. His death was too soon and I
by the Holy Spirit.”
would have appreciated more time to get to know him
The Bishop introduced Ben and Sarah Phillips as no
strangers to the Diocese of Oxford, Ben having been the
Vicar of Bodicote and Area Dean of Adderbury before
moving to the Peterborough Diocese as Vicar of
Towcester. Sarah has been Director of Communications for the Diocese and now works for Christ Church.
Bishop Colin was “...very glad to get them back again…”
and urged all present to support the Bishop of Oxford’s
Contemplative, Compassionate and Courageous vision
for Christ’s Church as they spread the good news of
God’s love.

and work more with him for the betterment of our community. And I have greatly missed his counsel on some
matters that have transpired since his death.

Ben was given responsibility of the Cure of Souls, and a
number of symbolic gifts: the keys of the doors, water
for baptism, oil of healing, bread and wine, the Bible, the
Prayer Book and the Book of Common Worship and
copies of South Stoke parish Newsletter and Goring
Gap News.

I hope that many of you have already had a chance to
meet Ben, but if not, he is easy to spot around the villages, usually travelling on his bike. Make sure to say ‘hi’
and introduce yourself. Let’s continue to make him feel
welcome and supported as he begins his work in our
community.

The Bishop focussed his address on ’Contemplation,
Courage and Compassion’ (alliteration always helps me
to remember!), and though easy to see the spiritual aspect of these concepts, I found it to be a compelling
message for secular aspects as well. I aim to keep
these ideas in mind as we work on the Parish Council
and in other ways to support and nurture our lovely
community.

Ben Phillips wound up the occasion by giving the notic- Cllr Bryan Urbick
es for the next week. But he also took the opportunity to Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application’, ‘NO
OBJECTIONS to
this application
but wish the following comments to be taken into account’
or ‘OBJECTS to
this application
for the following
reasons’. If you
have views about any planning application, you are encouraged to submit them to the South Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make representation to the
Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
No new applications at time of going to press.

1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

Andrew Godwin-Smith
Doreen Druce
Kathryn Payne
Neil Aldridge

The March draw will take place on Monday 11th in the
Perch & Pike at around 8pm.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.
Robert Small

P19/S0171/RM - Reserved matters application following Outline approval P17/S3206/O for residential
development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated
works, including access. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTED FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS (see
SODC website for detail).

Ladies’ Fashion Show

Decisions by SODC


(£92)
(£69)
(£46)
(£24)

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

Pending Decision by SODC


The February draw took place on Monday 11th in the
Perch & Pike. The lucky winners this month were:

P18/S4133/FUL - South Stoke Community Shop Ltd
Cross Keys Road South Stoke RG8 0JT. The extension of the current permission which expires on 12th
March 2019 by three years to 12 March 2022. the A1
shop, A3 cafe and ancillary storage and toilet will
continue as detailed in permission P11/W1821/DIS.
PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTS THIS APPLICATION. SODC GRANTED PERMISSION.



P18/S3872/FUL - Icknield Farm House Icknield
Road Ipsden Wallingford OX10 6AS. Steel portal
framed agricultural building. PARISH COUNCIL
HAD NO OBJECTIONS. SODC DECIDED THAT A
MORE FORMAL PLANNING APPLICATION IS REQUIRED.



P18/S4145/HH - Provision of a garden room in the
rear garden, (retrospective) alteration to roof above
stairs, and provision of balcony to bedroom on flat
roof area above kitchen. (As amended to remove
patio door to bedroom and balcony above kitchen
and replace with window and hipped roof arrangement received on 24 January 2019). THE PARISH
COUNCIL OBJECTED, BUT THE APPLICATION
WAS LATER WITHDRAWN. THERE IS EXPECTATION THAT A NEW APPLICATION WILL BE PUT
FORWARD BY THE DEVELOPER.

For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Friday 5th April, 7.30pm
South Stoke Village Hall

Come and join us in the Village Hall to see all the latest
fashions from Bagatelle in Pangbourne.
We will be providing a
light supper and a Licensed bar will be available.
Bring your friends and
catch up on the latest
trends in Day, Casual
and Evening Wear over
a glass of bubbly.
There will be 3 shows
by our models and, as
well as clothing, there
will be jewellery, shoes
and accessories on
show.
All proceeds go to the
Community Hall Project.
Tickets Cost £15. To
buy tickets call Sally on
07968 774024 or visit South Stoke Community Shop.
Sally Woodall
salwoodall@hotmail.co.uk
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Community Building

South Stoke Housing Development

Update

Project Update

Housing Needs Survey
The Project Group and the Parish Council would like to
thank all those who kindly completed part or all of the
Survey form that was delivered to each house in the
Parish inside the February Newsletter.
Out of a total of approximately 220 households in South
Stoke, we collected sealed envelope returns from 131
houses, making what is considered a good response
rate - approximately 60%.
These sealed envelopes have now been delivered to
Community First Oxfordshire, and we are expecting that
their data entry, analysis and resulting report by midMarch.
We plan to publish the headline results in the April
newsletter.

Proposed 25 home Glebe field development
We continue to be involved in discussion with the Diocese as to how the draft plan, drawn up by their preferred developer - Messrs Rectory Homes - might be
improved in the light of some of the issues and suggestions made in the Open Weekend consultation held on
3rd & 4th November last.
We hope to be able to provide further details about any
proposed changes, and a plan as to how the project
may be moved forward - also in the April newsletter.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Housing Development,
07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

Annual Parish Meeting

As per the Local Government Act (1972), there is a legal requirement that every Parish in the country have
an annual meeting sometime between 1st March and
1st June each year. The Annual Parish Meeting is not
a Parish Council meeting, but rather is a meeting of local
government electors (everyone in the Parish who is registered to vote).
We will have updates and reports from various groups in
the village including the parish Councillors, and our OCC
and SODC Ward Councillor has confirmed he will attend.

Because of comments about the difficulty for those who
work outside the Parish and for those with families to
attend, we have decided to do something a bit different
this year. We have scheduled it for a Saturday evening. Though we had considered an earlier time in the
day, the law also requires that it be held not earlier than
6pm. We hope this will make the meeting more accessible, and that we can welcome parishioners who perhaps have not been able to attend previous years.
After the reports, we will invite all to join for a glass of
wine and socialising. We look forward to welcoming
you for the meeting!

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

One of the major areas of concern expressed was on
the budget and we have taken that to heart. We now
have a task force working on the building we can deliver
for a budget almost 50% lower than the consultation
figures. We still need to meet the needs of the users of
the hall and shop but we are looking at whether we can
find a less expensive solution and maybe undertake
some of the work with volunteers.
Part of that reduced cost may be possible using a prefabricated approach. This could result in a very well
insulated building that is partly constructed off-site. This
approach has the advantages of being a faster build and
a cheaper solution. We are talking to a number of
companies who work in this area.
We have already taken on board the need to reduce the
height of the building and to move it away from the line
of sight from the Cross Keys Road entrance.
Alongside all that good work, we are also pressing
ahead with plans for supporting the funding of the
building. Sally Woodall is working on a schedule of fundraising events. She is currently organising a fashion
show (see pg 3 in this newsletter for details) and is
planning a ‘favours auction’ as well as a host of other
ideas.
What about you and your club or group? How could you
help us? The new Hall will be used by all clubs and
groups in the village. Hopefully the new Shop and small
café will be a real asset to the village. Could your club
or group raise some funds for us? Or maybe you could
share one of your events with us. Please contact Sally
on 873831 to share ideas.

11th May 2019, 6.00pm, Village Hall

Cllr Bryan Urbick
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council

Since the consultation on the Community Building the
sub-committee have been working hard to analyse the
feedback and to plan our next steps.

We plan to keep you more informed of our progress.
Luckily Tracey Lasan has agreed to join us to make sure
we communicate well. Tracey can be contacted on
872337 or via email traceylasan@hotmail.com. She
would welcome any ideas regarding preferred ways of
receiving updates – e.g. newsletter, facebook, etc - and
looks forward to contributing in the coming months.
Geoff Ward
Chair, Community Building Subcommittee

SODC Ward Councillor Grant
Approved For South Stoke
Cllr Kevin Bulmer and South Oxfordshire District Council
have awarded South Stoke Parish Council with a grant of
£2,300 to purchase a portable speed sign. The Parish
Council is very grateful for this support.
Cllr Bulmer, in the offer letter said, “The main road does see

some speeding cars, so this will be a positive way of addressing
this problem. I’m happy to support this safety initiative which
should be a good way of slowing any speeding traffic down.”

The purchase of the sign and ancillary equipment is in
progress and should be installed and working in the coming months. It will initially be rotated in a few places on the
Wallingford Road and may be used elsewhere in the village, as needed.
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Polling Day 2nd May 2019

Wallingford Road Closure

District & Parish Council Elections

16th - 20th April 2019

These elections take place every four years, and
provide parishioners with the chance to put themselves forward to be a Parish Councillor or indeed, a
District Councillor.
Each Town or Parish Council has a fixed number of
Councillors, dependant on its size. South Stoke Parish has six Councillor positions. In my period as a
South Stoke Cllr - I started in 2004 - I have never
known us to have an ‘election’ as such, because
there has never been more than six people who filled
in nomination forms.
As I have now informed my fellow Cllrs, I will not be
standing this time round. That means that there will
be at least another vacancy for a new Councillor in
South Stoke - and that assumes that the current
Councillors will put their names forward to be nominated for this four-year term.

A request has been received from Thames Water for a
temporary road closure to apply to a section of Wallingford Road whilst new water mains connection works are
carried out. The road will be closed between the crossroads, and the boundary of "White Gable". This will put
extra traffic through the village for the full 5 days, so take
care!

I would commend the role of Cllr to any Parishioner,
who would like to lend a hand to the development of
our lovely South Oxfordshire community - I have certainly enjoyed my time on the SSPC.
If you are interested, please do speak to our current
Chairman, Cllr Bryan Urbick
(bryan.urbick@southstoke.org.uk or 871055), or to
our Clerk Laura White (clerk@southstoke.org.uk).
Laura will also be able to advise you about how to
apply - the deadline for receipt of nomination papers
at South Oxfordshire District Council is 4pm on
Wednesday 3rd April but Laura is planning a date prior to the deadline to hand-deliver those for South
Stoke Parish Council (they must be hand delivered,
not posted).
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667, roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

Great British Spring Clean
22 March- 23 April 2019

South Oxfordshire District Council is backing a nationwide
campaign to get half a million people out and about cleaning up their local communities over March and April 2019.
The Great British Spring Clean aims to help bring people
together to clear up the litter that blights their local areas.
Litter remains a huge problem across the country, causing
harm to the environment and wildlife, with councils in England having to spend over £700 million on street cleaning
services every year.
To take part in the campaign and for information on how to
set up your clean-up event visit greatbritishspringclean.org.uk
We will be encouraging and supporting groups who want
to help by offering equipment to borrow free of charge.
If you require litter pickers, sacks, gloves and high visibility jackets please contact the waste team on
waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235
422146. Please book in your equipment requests as
soon as possible as there is limited availability and
equipment will be allocated on a first come first served
basis.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Call Citizens Advice

Consumer Helpline
When You Hit Problems
It’s time for the January sales - and to the tired shopper it
seems as if the whole country is mobilised in some civil
emergency, pouring along the pavements, off buses and
into the shops in search of reduced goods. And inevitably
everyone else is in competition with you as you swing your
loaded shopping bags through the
driving snow, pushing the melting
slush with your boots, weariedly
shlepping from one shop to another, trying to beat closing time, longing for cappuccino… does it sound
familiar?
But although the seasonal ordeal
might be draining all your energy
and enthusiasm, you can still shop
with confidence, knowing that the Citizens Advice helpline
is there to help you if you have a consumer problem – if
you need to return faulty goods, if you’ve bought something fake or counterfeit, or if something you’ve ordered
hasn’t arrived.
The Citizens Advice consumer helpline (03454 040506) is
open Monday to Friday 9 - 5 (closed bank holidays). Advisers will answer your call, explaining how you can pursue your claim. They cannot make a complaint or take
legal action on your behalf but they can give you practical
and impartial advice, explain the law which applies to your
situation, and also pass complaints to Trading Standards
for you.
Before you call the helpline, prepare by jotting down the
factual details of your problem, such as when you paid for
the item or service; how much you paid; how you paid; the
seller's name and address; and what you have done so far
to resolve the issue.
Citizens Advice can also be contacted in person during
opening hours or on Adviceline (03 444 111444). For locations of offices and opening hours see
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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Roman Villa At Gatehampton
South Stoke Historical Society

On Friday evening - 22nd February - Hazel Williams,
President of South Oxfordshire Archaeology Group,
gave the South Stoke Historical Society a fascinating
talk regarding the Roman villa excavated down the road
at Gatehampton.

On Tuesday 12th February, 33 members and one visitor
attended South Stoke WI.
After dealing with WI business, our speaker Captain
Kamran Irani was welcomed. He gave a very
interesting and informative talk on the work of the ‘Blood
Bikers.
The bikers are a group of volunteers who provide a free
out of hours medical transportation service to the NHS,
by delivering urgently needed blood, blood products,
surgical instruments and human donor milk, when
urgently needed by patients within NHS establishment
across the country.
The Blood Bikers have groups covering the whole
country, and our area is covered by the Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire
group. They receive no Government or NHS funding,
relying on donations.
Three WI members celebrated their birthdays this month
and each was given a small gift and a birthday card.
Suzanne Small, Jenny Mansfield and Lis Harrison
produced a delicious tea and we finished the afternoon
with a raffle.
South Stoke WI meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 2.15pm in the Village Hall.
Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com

Possible Clothes Bank On The Rec
The Amenities Charity has been approached by a company that recycles waste clothing and raises funds for The
Thames Valley Air Ambulance to ask if we would be
prepared to have a collection
point in the car park on the
Rec. The image gives an
idea of the sort of container
that would be involved. The
precise location would need
to be discussed but I am
keen to get some feedback
from the village as to their
views in principle. Do you
support the idea? Do you
think it would be inappropriate? Might it become an eyesore? Is it good to encourage recycling while raising funds
for a worthy cause? All comments welcome.

Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com, 871835
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

It was as far back as
the 1980’s when the
site was first discovered and digging began along the railway
line. Hazel has been
involved with the site
for over 20 years and
with extremely sympathetic landowners
the digging of trenches by volunteers has gone from
strength to strength.
The Roman villa or farmstead, only some 35-40cms
below ground level, has expanded to a 35m long building with 3 metric tonnes of roof tiles. The earliest part
of the dwelling was built mid- to late-3rd Century and
over the subsequent hundred years the property was
extended. On the west end of the villa was a bathhouse
with stoke room, hot room, a red-floored warm room,
foot bath and finally a cold plunge room. And yes, underfloor heating was the order of the day.
A 2m deep cesspit (in the modern day car park) has
produced some fascinating pots which Hazel brought
along for members
to view. In particular
were two delicate
grey and white
“motto beakers” that
had come from Trier
in Germany - the
mottos being “Give
to a loved one” and
“May this help”.
There are only 28
examples in the
whole of Britain and
Europe of these
pots, and Gatehampton has 2 of them.
Although the site was being wound down, up popped
another intriguing area. Yet another bathhouse at the
other end of the main building. As a result, work will
commence from this April, and Sundays would be the
day to go along to have a look.
What an opportunity to see archaeologists at work on
your doorstep.
Linda Gatto
South Stoke Historical Society
***
Just a reminder: Wednesday 6th March between 10am
and 5pm is Research Day at Ditton Cottage in the back
garden. This is an opportunity to see some of our collection of photos, documents and maps. Come and add
to our information, do a little research or just see what
we have.
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Film Night
March 29th

South Stoke
Village Hall
Doors Open 7.00pm
£5 Tickets. Bar. Proceeds to
the South Stoke Community
Shop.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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PRUNING
Pruning is a scary process. It is different depending on
the plant and on the time of year. Clematis in particular
have 3 or more different techniques depending on the
variety. Pruning can make or break the success of a
plant for a year and sometimes longer. Yet the principles
are simple.
The principal reasons for pruning are:





To produce more or better blooms and/or fruits.
To develop or maintain a desired size or
appearance. Most of us have small gardens and
vigorous modern plants. Prune to save room for
an interesting variety of plants and to keep plants
from becoming leggy or scrubby.
To remove old, dead or diseased growth.

Now is a good time to prune many species before the
buds really burst. Clematis that flower in early summer
should be pruned hard back to a strong bud. Late
summer flowering clematis should be cut to the ground.
When you prune cut to just below a bud that is pointing
in the direction you wish the new growth to take. Cut at
an angle so that moisture does not run off onto the bud.
Many plants can be cut back to a strong open woody
framework; shrub rose, buddleia, hydrangea paniculata
[not the mopheads or lacecaps- they need the odd old
branch removing and trimming all round to a green bud].
There are no rules only exceptions!
I can
recommend 3
great semishrubs for late
summer
flowering.
[Useful for Open
Gardens!]
Perovskia or
Russian sage,
Caryopteris and
Ceratostigma.
Perovskia needs
pruning hard
back to a woody
framework any
time now,
Caryopteris
slightly less
severe treatment soon, and Ceratostigma should be cut
to the ground.
In each case the flowers are blue. In the case of
ceratostigma a startling gentian blue to which no picture
can do justice.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Now available at South Stoke Community Shop!
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March News

John Howell, MP Writes…

from the Woodcote Library
What a busy month we have ahead!
The 7th March is also World Book Day. What will you be
reading? For more information see: http://
www.worldbookday.com/

In the last couple of months I have noticed that a number
of local magazines and newsletters have carried articles on
the proposed Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, even in
villages that would not be directly affected. I have also had
a number of people write directly to me on the issue. So
this month I am dedicating my newsletter to this.
The proposed Expressway is part of a wider project over a
geographical arc from Oxford to Cambridge via Milton
Keynes. It is a wide-ranging project and in terms of
communications includes East-West rail, digital
infrastructure as well as the proposed road link. Let me say
upfront that in principle I am generally supportive. History
has shown that we must be bold in these projects and look
to the longer term with infrastructure investment.

The next meeting of our Adult Book Club is Monday 18th
March at the usual time of 6pm.
Our lovely Rhymetime sessions continue each Thursday
during Term Time from 10am. Come along with your
under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes and fun.
Baby Health Clinics in March are 9.30-10.30am on
Wednesday 13th and 27th.
On Saturday 30th March, we will be holding a special
Craft Session between 10.30 and 12am for the children
to celebrate Mothering Sunday the next day on the 31st.
It’s a free session, but donations to the craft fund are
always appreciated.
Woodcote Library are
pleased to have available
two copies of this wonderful
local history book – Kemp’s
& Chiltern Queens - by
Laurie James and John
Whitehead. It’s a
fascinating read and
provides great information
and insight into what was
the local bus company that
people remember.
New members are always most welcome!
As a parting piece and a quick reminder.. Don’t forget to
put your clocks forward an hour in time for the beginning
of British Summer Time on Sunday 31st March.
Hoorah!
Joanne Green
Manager, Woodcote Library
01491 682323
Joanne.Green@oxfordshire.gov.uk

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Email:
Phone:

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

In the absence of alternative information, I have taken the
view that the route should utilise existing roads wherever
possible rather than carve a new path through Green Belt
land or damage other areas of environmental interest and I
have suggested it needs to be routed to the west of Oxford.
My rational is that I have long since supported the need for
the upgrading of the A34. I would be looking for
improvements to the A34 along with measure to deter
diversions through villages. I do not anticipate any real
news on this now until later this year.

Contact Details: -

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

The initial project on the road was launched in a strategic
document prepared by the Ministry of Transport under the
Coalition between the Conservatives and the LiberalDemocrats in December 2014 and all major political parties
have supported the Expressway in the past. Much of the
preparatory work for this was undertaken by the National
Infrastructure Commission and Highways England have
now taken it on. There has been debate over the possible
route of the road, particularly at the Oxfordshire end. At
early stages three potential broad corridors for the route
around Oxford were put forward. In September last year
the Minister has announced the proposed corridor would
be Corridor B and discounted B2 leaving B1 and B3 for
further investigation. B2 was discounted mainly due to the
negative environmental impacts which are considered to
be particularly difficult to overcome. The Minister has
recently confirmed publicly in debate ‘our strong preference
is not to cross Otmoor. We have therefore selected options
that do not do that; we have given that very clear signal.’
The next stage is to look at detailed routes in the two
corridors. I understand that there will be a public
consultation in the autumn of this year.

Excerpted from the February 2019 Update.
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A Busy Year Ahead At
Wallingford Museum
Whilst Wallingford Museum has been closed for winter
there has been frantic activity creating new facilities
(collections and archaeological store, space for group
visits, disabled toilet, new kitchen). These works are
nearing completion for our 2019 season opening on 1st
March.
Our special exhibition this
year presents 'Once upon a
time ...... ' where you can
dip into Wallingford's history,
through aerial photos,
archaeology, artefacts and
archives. Wallingford is
presently going through many changes and this
exhibition invites you to explore the development of the
Town through the ages.
Our exhibitions for 2019 also include: 'Wallingford Castle
- the Inside Story'; 'The Wallingford Story' ; 'At home
with the Queen of Crime - Agatha Christie', and the
'Midsomer Murders' display.
Look out for special events this year including Castle
history walk (30 March), our regular Saturday Town
History walks (commence 6 April), A Night at the
Museum (17 May and 25 Oct), Family Archaeology Day
(27 July), a surprise event (17 Aug), BunkFest offers,
and Agatha Christie Weekend (6-8 Sept). Lots of
fascinating things to see and enjoy!
Stu Darby

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

Can you help us?
Wallingford Museum is looking for people to help with
the running of this popular attraction and we would love
to hear from you if you have half a day or more to spare
once a month. Our band of volunteer custodians are
critical to the museum's success and we need people to
greet visitors and be in attendance for a morning or
afternoon once a month between March and November.
No previous experience necessary other than a desire
to meet people!
Please contact Jenny Carpenter on 01491 826734
or jenacarpenter@hotmail.co.uk
Steve Capel-Davies

Castle History walk

By popular demand on Saturday 30 March, an historic
guided walk around Wallingford Castle has been arranged,
which will be led by Judy Dewey (local historian and
Museum curator).
This Castle History walk will start at the Museum at 2.30pm
and last about 2 hours, [unsuitable for dogs!]. There is a
charge of £6 for this guided walk, but you could combine it
with a discounted season ticket to the Museum (£10
combined), and view ‘Once upon a time…’ - the changing
face of Wallingford. No need to book in advance.
So, why not immerse yourself in the town's fascinating
local history for the day!
Judy Dewey
01491-651127
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ladies & Gents, do you want
the best haircut?
This is where you can find us:
2 The Arcade
High Street
Goring on Thames RG8 9AY
Walk in (we do get busy so get there
early) or call us today and make an appointment

01491 873160
We do marvellous hair!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in March 2019
March 6th

8.00pm Ash Wednesday Service
at the start of Lent in St
Andrew’s - Goring &
Streatley joining

March 7th,14th,
21st & 28th

7.30pm The Alpha Course
weeks 2, 3, 4 & 5 (with
supper) continues in the
Canterbury Room, St
Thomas’ Church Goring.

March 10th
March 12th,
19th, 26th

11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
2.30pm Lent Study
Stoke Abbas

March 17th

11.15am Morning Prayer

March 24th

11.15am Holy Communion

March 30

th

March 6th

View information being
gathered by the South
Stoke Historical Society
(Clock Room Ditton
Cottage, 10am - 5pm)

March 12th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)
Coffee Morning. All
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)
Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

March 20th

March 25th

All day

Alpha away day at The
Barn
11.15am Mothering Sunday,
Family Communion with
posies for mummy

March 29th

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.

Film Night to support the
Shop - Bohemian
Rhapsody (Village Hall,
doors open 7.00pm)

April 1st

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection. The Prayer Meeting is Tuesday 5th
March, 2.30pm at Crossways.

Amenities Charity meeting.
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

April 26th

The Britpickers - Carol
Gordon & Dave Sheriff.
Concert in support of
McMillan Nurses (St
Andrew’s Church, 8.00pm)

May 2nd

Local elections polling day
(Village Hall, 7.00am 10.00pm)

May 6th

May Fayre
(The Street, from 10.00am)

May 11th

Annual Parish Meeting
(Village Hall, 6.00pm)

May 20th

Annual Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

March 31st

You are warmly invited to join the Vicar for
Evening Prayers at 4.30pm every Wednesday in
St Andrew’s Church. This will be a time for
contemplative prayer.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
***
The Benefice Office is open Monday to Thursday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Friday mornings us 07502
194674. You may need to leave a voice-mail,
though they will be followed up. The website is
www.thomandmary.org.uk and emails can be sent
to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner
Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the April issue: Sunday 24th March
2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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