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Murder On The Parish Council
Another excellent Chris Bertrand production took place
on Friday 18 January. The plot revolved around the
murder of two parish councillors and during the evening,
a third person met a sorry end.
Chris set the tone for the evening by saying that this
was a game, a fun evening, not a full theatrical production. He encouraged
the audience to get involved, to boo, cheer
and heckle. I don’t think
we disappointed in that
regard!
The “this is just for fun”
message was also taken up by the cast, who
seemed to enjoy the
audience participation
and the odd bungled or
missed lines, playing off
each other.
The script was fun with
plenty of village references and jokes, and
all of these were very
well received by the
audience. (Of course,
any reference to actual events or persons was entirely
coincidental!)
As always, Chris weaved a cunning plot, which kept us
all guessing - and only one team managed to name the
murderer correctly.
Chris had generously offered the profits to the shop, so
the committee and volunteers worked hard to make the

event the success it was, by advertising, selling tickets,
catering, running the bar and serving the guests a very
tasty two course meal. The final accounting is still being
worked out (at time of going to press), but over £1,000
was collected for tickets and bar, and after costs for the
food, drink and printing, the Shop should net well over
£700.
It was great fun and a
great mystery – thanks
to all who came along
and supported the
event. A very big
thanks to Chris Bertrand who not only
compered the evening
but also wrote and directed the mystery.
Additional thanks to the
cast: South Stoke’s
own Michael Saunders,
former South Stoker
Jonathan Cook, as well
as Liz Paulo, John
Smelt, Caro Armstrong,
Rita Butler, Ian Morrison, and Daniel Evans.
The group volunteered
not only to support South Stoke, but also did performances in support of Eye & Dunsden and Goring Village Hall.
We hope those who attended enjoyed the whole event
as much as we did, with fun detective teamwork, and
most importantly, lots of laughs.
The Shop Team
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Many thanks to all those who supported and contributed
to 2018’s Community Christmas Card. A very special
thank you to all those who braved the elements to deliver
it around the village your efforts were much appreciated.
This years card raised £105, the money has been donated
towards the phone box regeneration/new defibrillator project.
Clare Wortley
A big thanks to you, Clare! Each year you put in considerable hours on this, and it is appreciated. - Editor
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PLEASE READ: Important - Housing Needs Survey
Delivered to your household with this newsletter, you will find a questionnaire and a return
envelope. Please keep and complete the survey form, and seal it in the return envelope.
This survey has been prepared by Community First Oxfordshire (CFO), and all returns will be analysed by
them. From the data they will produce a report for the
Parish Council.
This report is intended to be determine housing need in
South Stoke, and may be used in conjunction with any
housing development planning application for part of the
Glebe field. Although a similar exercise was conducted
in mid 2017, the current survey is independently run and
therefore will allow us to make the case to South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) of the number of affordable homes to be allocated to those with South
Stoke connections. It will also provide useful information of the types and mix of affordable homes that we
should be considering in any future discussions.
Although this is a survey designed to establish how
many South Stoke families have a need for affordable
housing in the village, it is important that all households
complete at least Part 1, as this will show the level of
support in the Parish for more affordable homes to be
built.
It is equally important that all South Stoke families who
have a need for affordable housing in the village - either
for themselves or their family members - complete all of
the survey form. It is also important that if you are not
already on SODC’s Housing Register, you or your family
member should quickly register your/their interest.

The plan is that members of the Housing Project Group
will come round each house in the village during the
weekend of the 9th & 10th February to collect all the
completed surveys in the sealed envelopes. If you will
not be at home that weekend, please leave your sealed
envelope somewhere obvious outside your front door - if
possible out of the way of rain or wind.
For any household in the Parish, from which we are not
able to collect a sealed envelope that weekend, we will
leave a reminder note and return a final time on the
weekend of 16th & 17th February.
All sealed envelopes collected will be handed over to
CFO on 18th February and they will then complete their
confidential analysis. They expect to handover their
completed report to the Parish Council in mid-March.
This report will not identify any individual names, but will
provide an up-to-date estimate of support within the Parish for some more affordable homes in the village, as
well as the actual number of such homes needed with
an indication of the number of bedrooms required in
each.
Many thanks for your help in this exercise, which has
been funded by the Parish Council.
Cllr Roy McMillan
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
07770 592667

The Difference Between A Canal And A River: South Stoke Historical Society
What is the difference between a canal and a river? Well
one is artificial and the other is natural. But sometimes
the one can become the other as emerged in the excellent presentation by Martin Buckland to the Historical
Society on 26 January. Martin is a prominent fund raiser
and volunteer for The Wilts and Berks Canal and he enlightened us on the canal from
its beginnings in 1810 costing
to build £255,262.10.9d to its
present phase by phase restoration.
Canals were a huge improvement on transport by horse or
mule and The Wilts and Berks
was an integral part of a national system carrying coal
from the Somerset coalfields to
the Midlands. Running for 67
miles from Abingdon to
Melksham the canal cut off a
huge section of waterway running via Reading and the Thames.
But by 1914 the canal was in a sorry state overtaken by
the national railway network. Martin offered many illustrations of how eager volunteers over time formed a
Trust to plan as much restoration as might be possible.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Much remains to be done much has been achieved,
locks, bridges, culverts and water courses.
What impressed me as so significant were the forces
and factors working in favour of this restoration project.
For instance, the developers of new houses in Swindon
being happy to contribute to canal restoration as waterside properties command higher prices,20% in some
cases. Another example was
the involvement of corporate
business in loaning equipment
and materials. This is all part of
wide ranging partnerships
bringing in local authorities,
environmental bodies, wildlife
charities and tourist agencies.
The canal offers wetlands for
wild life, tourist potential for
walking and exploration and
land drainage where appropriate.
Much credit must be allowed to Martin and fellow volunteers for achieving so much and this was amply demonstrated to society members with his colourful and comprehensive photographs, maps and other illustrations.
Michael Saunders

February 2019

2

South Stoke 200 Club

Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the
following comments to
be taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this application for the following
reasons’. If you have
views about any planning application, you are
encouraged to submit
them to the South Oxfordshire District Council. You may also make representation to the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).


P18/S4145/HH - Provision of a garden room in the
rear garden, (retrospective) alteration to roof above
stairs, and provision of balcony to bedroom on flat
roof area above kitchen. (As amended to remove
patio door to bedroom and balcony above kitchen
and replace with window and hipped roof arrangement received on 24 January 2019). NOTE: THE
PARISH CONCIL OBJECTED TO THE ORIGINAL
APPLICATION, BUT IT HAS BEEN AMENDED TO
ADDRESS SOME OF THE CONCERNS RAISED.
THE REVISED APPLICATION WILL BE RECONSIDERED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL.

The January draw took place on Monday 14th in the
Perch & Pike. The lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£92)
(£69)
(£46)
(£24)

Nick Hutton
Frances Keane
Sally Woodall
Doreen Druce

The February draw will take place on Monday 11th in
the Perch & Pike at around 9.30pm, after the Amenities
Charity meeting
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we support and your good deed can reward you too. Anyone
over the age of 16 can join and you are able to buy
multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more about
the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor
(phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

Pending Decision by SODC




P18/S3872/FUL - Icknield Farm House Icknield
Road Ipsden Wallingford OX10 6AS. Steel portal
framed agricultural building. PARISH COUNCIL
HAD NO OBJECTIONS.
P18/S4133/FUL - South Stoke Community Shop Ltd
Cross Keys Road South Stoke RG8 0JT. The extension of the current permission which expires on 12th
march 2019 by three years to 12 march 2022. the A1
shop, A3 cafe and ancillary storage and toilet will
continue as detailed in permission P11/W1821/DIS.
PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTS THIS APPLICATION.

Decisions by SODC
No new decisions at the time of going to press.
For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

The Amenities Charity
The Charity looks after the Village Hall and the Recreation Ground. It's meetings are open to anyone interested.
All meetings are in the village hall starting at 7.30. Our
upcoming meetings are on Monday 11th February and
Monday March 11th. We don't necessarily meet every
month, so future meetings will be arranged as the year
goes on and we aim to include them in the diary in the
newsletter.

Chris Bertrand, candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Goring Gap Boat Club Has Come Home!
Goring Gap Boat Club (GGBC) have just completed the
final move to our now new home along the beautiful
stretch of the Thames between Goring and
Pangbourne. To find us by car look out for the entrance
opposite Hook End Lane in Lower Basildon.
The Goring and Streatley Regatta, which GGBC have run since
1992, has been integral to putting GGBC on the map and all
funds raised from the regatta
have been saved for the day that
GGBC could build its own boathouse. In 2015, with then chairman Hugh Baker-Smith at the
helm, the search for land and
planning permission completed and the build of our new
boathouse began. Just over 3 years later, now GGBC
President, Hugh says “Over the last 25 years, several
hundred Club members and local benefactors have
contributed in some way to the financing and building of
GGBC’s permanent home. As we finally move in, it is
right to thank them all for their individual contributions to
this community project.”.
And a date for your diary - this year's Goring and
Streatley Regatta, which now runs on alternate years to
the Goring Festival, will be on Saturday 20th July 2019.
The Goring Gap Boat Club
https://goringgapbc.org.uk/
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BOOK YOUR TICKETS:
Concert at St Andrew's Church
Friday 26th April 2019, 8.00pm

For the first meeting of the New Year we met in the
Village Hall on Tuesday 8th January. We were very
pleased to welcome back Maureen Strike, a returning
member.
After dealing with WI business details were given of two
proposed trips to The Royal Hospital Chelsea and
Hanbury Hall & Stratford on Avon, also a forthcoming
visit to Denman Collage. In 2019 The Oxfordshire
Federation is celebrating their Centenary, with an
number of events planned throughout the year.
Instead of a speaker this month we had a food-related
quiz, organised by Jan McGhee. This proved very
entertaining, especially as we had to create a three
course meal using all the listed items that remained
following an elimination process. Jan and Dorothy
provided a delicious tea, and four members celebrated
their birthdays in January.
Our next meeting is in the Village Hall on 12th February
at which our speaker will be telling us about the work of
'The Blood Bikers'. Visitors are always welcome.

As notified in the January newsletter, a concert is to be
held in the Church on Friday 26th April at 8.00pm in
support of Macmillan Nurses. The artists appearing are Carole Gordan & Dave Sheriff, known collectively as The Britpickers. They will be joined on the
evening by guest lead guitarist Graham Walker who
plays for Carole in her shows.
We have been promised that it will be a foot tapping,
hand clapping evening with songs for everyone.
Tickets are priced at £10 and are now available. Please
contact Sally Woodall at sallywoodall@hotmail.co.uk tel:
873831 or 07968 774024 - or contact Robert Small at
robandsue1975@btinternet.com tel: 873897 or 07796
384472.
A licenced bar and Grand Raffle will also be held.

Rita Mann, President
rita.a.mann@gmail.com

Robert Small

South Stoke Historical Society
The South Stoke Historical Society’s next meeting is on
Friday 22nd February at 8pm in the Village Hall. We are
pleased to have Hazel Williams speaking about “The
Gatehampton Dig and other Archaeological Finds
around South Stoke”. Hazel was Director of the dig,
unearthing the remains of a Roman Villa there and
round about us there are signs of even earlier historical
periods.
All are welcome. Non members £5 Members free.
Members please note that
on Wednesday 6th March
from 10am-5pm (or by appointment if you can’t make
it) you have the opportunity
of seeing the photos, documents, maps, newspaper articles and on-line material
that the Society has so far gathered. Come and identify people and places. Come and see what information
is in the censuses, directories and the church’s birth,
marriage and death registers. Is there anything you
want to find out about? Come along. We’ll meet in the
Clock Room in the back garden of Ditton Cottage.
Linda Gatto
l.gatto@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Have Your Say On The
South Oxfordshire Local Plan
South Oxfordshire District Council have published the
draft Local Plan that sets out plans for new developments in South Oxfordshire until 2034 - it includes proposals for the main new housing sites in the district.
All are invited to provide a formal response that will
submitted to the government along with the plan, to be
examined and considered by a planning inspector.
You have until 5pm on 18 February to submit your comments. You can see the plan at http://
www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planningand-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2034 along with
information on how you can have your say.
There are also drop-in events throughout the District:
Saturday 2 February
Wallingford, Ridgeway Com
munity Church, 10am-2pm
Tuesday 5 February
Thame Town Hall, 10am-6pm
Thursday 7 February Chalgrove Village Hall, 4pm8pm
Saturday 9 February
Horspath Community
Hub,10am-2pm
Monday 11 February
Marston, Oxsrad Sports & Lei
sure Centre, 4pm-8pm
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cent example was that the Post Office want £13 to send
a parcel, the cost using Hermes was £2.95.
You don’t have to go to Goring and park the car. Just
nip up to the shop. You don’t even need to print a label.
Book the parcel on your phone, scan the bar code in the
shop and get a label printed for you.

The Alternative To
Brexit
Save the date of March
29th for a great alternative to the woes of Brexit.

Send a parcel anywhere in the UK or Internationally as
well. And yes, we still do returns and eBay as well.

Film Night, South Stoke Village Hall

A great film will be shown on the big screen. A bar to be
***
open before the start and during the film. Get a beer,
glass of wine or a soft drink, some sweets and popcorn - Events Coordinator
and enjoy the film.
As you know, we run a number of events at the Shop.
More details next month.
We have done Christmas
***
events, car boot sales, Pizza on the Park and we have
Six Nations
supported other village
Rugby 2019
events like the May Fayre
This year the shop and Bonfire Night.
will not be showWe are looking for someone
ing the Six Nations to join our team in planning
Rugby in the viland running events in the
lage hall. We are taking a break. If you think we have got
village. You will be involved
that wrong, write on our Facebook page https://
in planning a calendar of
www.facebook.com/ShopAtSouthStoke or drop us a line at events, organising them,
events@southstokeshop.co.uk. However, to support the
promoting them and running
Rugby we are offering a special beer deal on match days. them on the day. You wont be alone as there is a team
of helpers in all aspects but we would like you to take a
***
lead, working closely with our manager, Jules.

Send A
Parcel

If you are interested, please either drop in to the shop
and leave a message for Jules or write to managersouthstokeshop@hotmail.co.uk

It’s cheaper
and more
convenient than a Post Office. You can send a parcel to Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
anyone from the shop using the Hermes service. A re-

Live Better. Live Well Oxfordshire.
Looking for information about services and activities in
Oxfordshire? Then Oxfordshire County Council’s Live
Well Oxfordshire directory is the place to start your
search – it’s easy to use and brings together over 2000
services and activities across the county. You’ll find useful information and advice on a range of subjects – all
aimed at giving you greater choice and control over the
support and services you or a loved one need
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell.
Kate Gleeson
Strategic Commissioning Manager
Oxfordshire County Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

An Update

South Stoke Housing Development
Following the Open Weekend consultation on 3 & 4 November about development of part of the Glebe Field,
and the announcement of the results published in the
January newsletter, we are continuing to discuss with
the Diocese ways of improving on the Rectory Homes
draft plan in order to address some of the issues raised
by some Parishioners. We will continue to keep you advised of progress over the coming months.
Cllr Roy McMillan
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk, 07770592667
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Exciting News

Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice

If you haven’t already done so now is the time to put
your seed potatoes in a light frost-free place for
‘chitting’.This is to get the tubers sprouting. Egg boxes
are useful for this. It just gives the tubers a strong start,
You can also sow quite a few things onto a warm
window-ledge at this time of year. I always think trailing
lobelia are great long-lasting flowers. I particularly like
the pale but bright Cambridge Blue. They are very
simple- just scatter the fine seed onto a seed tray full of
moist compost and cover with a see-through top to
preserve the moisture. You can even use cling film as
long as you remove it as soon as the seedlings appear.
In hanging baskets or trailing from pots or troughs they
look great – plus they disguise the container.
Sweet peas can also be sown now for an early show. I
usually soak the seeds overnight to help with
germination. Tomatoes, peppers, aubergines can all be
sewn indoors now for an early start. If you don’t have
suitable window-ledges a small table in front of the
French windows would do just as well. You won’t be
opening them for a bit!

This year I went a bit mad and sowed a load of my
home picked seeds in the Autumn. I have kept them in a
heated greenhouse and have just transferred them into
the polytunnel on shelves so they can trail. If February is
frosty I could lose the lot, if not, I could have sweet peas
for the Spring! Sweet peas are expensive to buy as
seeds these days but if you harvest your own you can
afford to experiment!
Just seen the first open daffodil of the year [19th
January] - on the corner opposite Herons just at
the start of the bridleway. Can anyone beat that?
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice is taking part
in an exciting new pilot scheme, funded by NHS England, and along with a number of other Oxfordshire
Medical Practices, to offer e-Consultations to our patients. eConsult is a safe and validated online tool, currently available to over 6 million people in England on
the NHS.
This came into effect at the Practice from 7 January
2019. Patients will be able to access an eConsultation with their GP by clicking on the banner/link
on our website front page
www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk/. They will,
however, still be able to use the general form for sending a message to their doctor or nurse.
Patients requesting an e-Consultation will need to tick
three boxes – these will ask a patient to confirm that
their request is not
urgent, that they are a
registered patient with
the Practice and that
they are in the UK at
the time of their request. Requests for
same day / urgent medical help or advice should continue to be addressed via our triage system (accessed via
a phone call to the Practice).
Patients will then be asked to complete a detailed
online form. The questions will be the same as those a
doctor would ask in a face to face appointment. If at
any time details given by the patient indicate a Red
Flag alert, eg the patient says they are having chest
pains, an alarm will be activated and the patient will be
asked to contact their GP asap or dial 999 for urgent
help. They will not be permitted to continue with the eConsultation process. Once the form has been completed and submitted to the Practice, it will be directed to
the Practice’s generic email address. Patients will be
advised when to expect a response which will usually
be by the end of the next working day. One of our doctors will then be responsible for looking at the information submitted by the patient and taking action, as
appropriate. This may be to contact the patient directly
and ask them to come into the Practice for a face to
face appointment, issue them with a prescription, ask
reception to take action, eg book them in to see a
Nurse or the doctor may telephone the patient to discuss their health concern with them. Sometimes patients are advised self-care or seeing a pharmacist without the need to see a GP.
We believe that patients will benefit greatly from the
opportunity to have an e-Consultation as this will allow
them to seek advice from their doctor outside of normal
Practice hours and expect a response by the end of the
next working day.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding this
new initiative, please contact our Practice Manager,
Julia Beasley on 01491 870230 or email her at juliabeasley@nhs.net.
Julia Beasley
Practice Manager
Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
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Life!

Save Money On Energy Bills

Well Christmas seems a life time ago and the New Year
has started in interesting fashion - with the political
landscape changing and the future relationship with
Europe uncertain! But for each one of us life goes on
and each one of us carry different worries and questions
- but where do you go to ask them or discuss them?
For the last two years, the Anglican Churches of Goring,
Streatley and South Stoke have run the Alpha Course,
where over 20 people each week, explore some of life’s
big questions concerning the Christian faith. You will
have noticed the banner which we are having outside
the Church for a few weeks, alerting everyone to our
course this year!
Each session looks at different questions around faith,
followed by small group discussions at which no
questions are off limits and much lively discussion takes
place. Some of the comments from the last course:

Citizen’s Advice Tips

As mild December gives way to a colder, frostier new
year, Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is
encouraging people to analyse their home energy
spending and take steps to cut down on fuel wastage.
The charity has these tips:
1. Check your bills carefully and make sure you're on
the cheapest tariff. Most energy suppliers offer fixed
price tariffs, where the price of a unit of energy will
remain the same for the length of the deal. Think
about switching to a new supplier (for an energy
prices comparison tool, go to https://
energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk). Citizens
Advice has helped many people to switch
successfully to a new energy supplier, so contact us
to discuss your options.

“Give it a go and you won’t be disappointed.”

2. Make your home energyefficient. Insulate lofts and
walls, double-glaze your
Alpha is run all around the globe, in cafés, churches,
windows and use thick
universities, prisons, homes, bars; is free, and everyone
curtains to keep heat in.
is welcome! No two Alphas look the same, but generally
Get your boiler serviced
they have three key things in common: food, a talk and
annually. Grants are
good conversation.
available to help with
The course here will start
insulation: call the Energy
on Thursday 28th February,
Saving Advice Service on
2019 for 7 weeks and will
0300 123 1234, Monday
take place in the Canterbury
to Friday 9 am to 8 pm.
Room at St Thomas’s
Church, Goring from 7.30
3. Your central heating thermostat and your timer (or
pm. It will start with a meal,
programmer) are your good friends and allies when it
so you don’t need to eat
comes to saving money. Shave down the timings so
first and could come straight
that the boiler is only working when you need it. A
from work. After this there
thermostat temperature of 20 degrees is adequate for
will be the talk/video,
most homes.
followed by discussions,
finishing at about 9.30 pm.
4. Try an online Home Energy Check at
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/resources/toolsPlease do get in touch to sign up or just turn up on the
calculators
night…. If you have any questions, e-mail:
alpha@thomandmary.org.uk
5. For those who qualify, various grants and discounts
Steve Johnson
are available to help with bills: the Warm Home
Assistant Curate
Discount https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-homediscount-scheme and the Winter Fuel Payment
https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
Don’t Let The Sparks Fly This Winter
“Just come, you will be surprised how good it is.”

Nearly 50% of all chimney fires in Oxfordshire happen
during January, February and March. If you enjoy cosying up in front of a log fire, make sure the sparks
don't fly at home this winter. Have a cosy home not a
fire zone.




Get your chimney swept at least once a year, if you
regularly have log fires get it swept more frequently
If you have a 1st floor fireplace check that it is clear
of debris
Store logs away from the fireplace

Find out more at: www.365alive.co.uk
Chris Barber
Home and Community Safety Station Manager
Oxfordshire County Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

6. Sign on to the Priority Services Register if you're of
pensionable age, disabled or chronically sick. The
scheme gets you extra energy services free of
charge. Visit https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk for
further information.
For more help and support, contact Citizens Advice in
person or on Adviceline (03 444 111444). For locations
of offices and opening hours see
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
Darius Halpern

news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau
www.caox.org.uk
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Goings-On At The Slipway
As many of you who take a stroll down to the Slipway,
will have noticed there has been a blue and white
launch lying there - abandoned, and tied up to the riverbank for at least the last year-and-a-half. An earlier attempt to get the Environment Agency (EA) to remove it
failed, and the boat has gradually filled up with water.

A quick call to our friendly PCSO - Mark Bell, who is currently recuperating - resulted in an equally quick callback from PC Barbara Taylor. Within a couple of hours
she and a colleague arrived at the slipway. With a rope
and a crow-bar from the back of their police-car, the
three of us formed a tug-of-war team to try and move
the wreckage. It was extremely heavy, but after some
Mick Connors kindly drew this matter and another much
effort we were rewarded.
more recent item of debris lying nearby by sending a
photo to the Parish Council:

Another approach to the EA proved successful and on
Thursday 17th January their officers Dominic Hook and
Steve Lambley (the Cleeve lockkeeper) kindly arrived in
the EA patrol vessel Lambourne. Mick Connors and his
dog joined during the investigation.

We were able to find the vehicle’s VN number. A quick
search the Thames Valley Police database revealed
that this was part of a stolen BMW - and it looked as if it
had been professionally cut-up. Apparently the vehicle
had been stolen from the Slough area some two months
ago! That was lucky for us (the Parish Council) as this
meant that it was of interest to the Police, as because it
was part of a crime, within another two hours recovery
vehicle arrived from Newbury. After some effort, our
slipway area was once again back to normal!

The EA officers then agreed that they would pump out
the launch and remove it/tow in back to their base which they did.
When asked about the other piece of debris, they suggested that it might be part of a vehicle, but said that
they were unable to help with that.

Our thanks to Mick Connor for letting us know, and to
both the EA and the TVP for their quick response and
help with both these issues.
As a postscript it is worth mentioning that the PC is now
considering:





Taking ownership of the immediate slipway area
Erecting bollards to prevent the parking of vehicles
or trailers on the immediate grass areas on either
side of the actual slipway
Removing the overhanging tree branches and
boughs of trees on the approach lane to the slipway.

Cllr Roy McMillan
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk, 07770 592667
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Was Robinson Crusoe Really All That Insular? ‘No Man Is An Island...’
Insular can mean anything to do with an island but also
on a personal level someone aloof and perhaps lost in
their own world. This takes me on to John Donne. There
is much to reflect on in John Donne’s famous quotation
(Meditation XVII). It continues from my title piece. ’...entire of itself, every man is a piece of the continent, a part
of the main’. Thus the man, so mankind. So the island,
so the Earth. And Robinson Crusoe.
A recent cruise on and off some of the islands of the
Dalmatian Coast of Croatia brought on this muse.
We live on an island (one of a group called The British
isles) but it doesn’t feel like it.
To me at any rate. But what
does it take to feel like being on
an island? Is it merely a matter
of size, distances between extreme points, even time to walk
the whole way around it. We
could talk of size of main settlement, number of cars or lack of
them (if applicable thinking of
Sark in the Channel Islands
and many like), total length of
roads or perhaps, even, quality
of roads. And then the names,
isle, islet, eyot, cay, key, reef,
bar…. All with water round
them. Some with causeways
giving occasional links to the ‘mainland’ itself another
island (Lihou off Guernsey currently looking for a warden for its nature reserve).
Thinking about it 71% or more of the Earth’s surface is
water the rest all islands of a sort. They tell me there are
more than 7000 islands making up Japan, 7641 (!) (who
on Earth counts them?) comprising the Philippines and
17504 Indonesia. Well I have managed only three of the
one and four of the other but I am sure an Island Hopping Society exists somewhere working through the lot.
People have sought to live on islands for physical secu-

rity but also for emotional sanctity. Islands especially the
tiny ones can have an ethereal or mystical quality.
Amazing to think of St Cuthbert on Holy Island or Lindisfarne not content with that isolation moved to St Cuthbert’s Isle a tinier rocky outcrop to meditate in peace.
I spent a week once on Lundy Island in the Bristol
Channel. This was doing conservation work clearing
rhododendron from the cliffs on behalf of the Nature Reserve and National Trust. Now Lundy is served by a
steamer from Ilfracombe in the summer but only by a
small helicopter in winter from Hartland Point as I recall.
It is 3 miles long by half a mile wide. There is a minute
population and one electric
powering generator that goes
off at a certain time every night.
Even sitting in the one island
pub sipping your ale best not to
think of steep cliffs and thundering surf in the darkness not very
far from where you are sitting
near the fire.
Interesting that the term island
is not always meaning surrounded by water. We have
traffic islands for one. That European wonder the Emperor
Diocletian’s Palace at Split in
Croatia is split by through roads
into square sections each called an ‘insula’ ( Latin
‘island’) as is our near neighbour the Roman Silchester.
No, Singapore and the Isle of Wight roughly the same
size, unsettle me. Even if I stir not a jot the idea that, if
the fancy takes me, I can travel without hindrance a
hundred miles in any direction keeps me on even keel.
But…. but…echoing Donne no man can be an island
literally or metaphorically whilst the cyber breeze assaults his senses and the causeway of plastic reaches
his back door.
The Reflective Traveller

Do You Have A Spare Room?

No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide,
they all receive on-going support and training from a team
of qualified social workers to ensure delivery of high qualiDo you feel that you could offer support to someone in or- ty, person centred care. They could also be paid up to just
der to make a difference to their life? If so, you could be
over £400 per week for each person they support. There
just the person we are looking for!!
are also regular opportunities to meet up with other carers
The Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme supports carers to and people who use the service at social and information
provide paid care and support in their own home to vulner- events so a wider support network is also available.
able adults. People who use the service need practical and If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play a
emotional support in order to live their lives more fully and key part in making a positive difference to someone’s life,
independently and feel part of a family household. They
then we really want to hear from you!
may have a learning disability, physical disability or mental
health need or they could be an older person or someone Call the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865
897971 or visit our website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
with dementia.
sharedlives.
Here in Oxfordshire we are keen to recruit people from all
We are also holding a drop-in session for people to come
walks of life who feel they can offer this type of paid support in their own home. It could be anything from occasion- and find out more about the service by chatting to other
carers, social workers from the Shared Lives Team and
al short breaks or day time support through to a longer
people using the service. This will be held on Thursday 6th
term full time arrangement. The support that our carers
December between 1.00 pm and 2.30 pm at Abbey House,
give makes a huge difference to the lives of people using
the service, often enabling them to experience new oppor- Abbey Close, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3JD. We look forward
to meeting you!!
tunities and reach new goals.

Share Your Home, Make A Difference
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February News

John Howell, MP Writes…

from the Woodcote Library
At last January is over. Outside maybe cold and dismal but
there is lots going on in your local Library – why not pop in
for a visit?
We are very grateful to our Friend’s Group OWL and to the
Windmill Sales for the purchase of our new coffee machine
here in the Library. Now you can pop in and work using our
free Wi-Fi, select books or use our computers (all free of
charge) - whilst purchasing a decent cup of coffee or tea.
The machine is available to use whilst we are open until
the last 15 mins of each session. There will be a reduction
in the price for bringing in your own re-usable cup. All tea
and coffee is Fair Trade. Super!
Thursday 7th February is Harry Potter Night. Whilst we are
unable to hold an evening party this year – we are running
a quiz competition for the children over the whole week,
culminating on Saturday 16th February. Competition
sheets are in the Library and it is free to take part.
The next meeting of the adult book club is Monday 11th
February at 6pm.
Valentine’s day comes around on the 14th. Maybe pop in
for some poetry ideas to impress your intended, or a
cookery book for that special meal. Perhaps some
romantic fiction? We are here to help.
We will be holding another one of our popular games
mornings for children on Friday 22nd February. Pop in any
time between 9.30-12.30 to join in. We have our own
games here – or you are welcome to bring along a
favourite. There will be colouring and activity sheets
available all over the Half Term week too.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions continue during term
time (so not on Thursday 21st February) at 10am. Come
along with your under five for stories, songs, rhymes and
fun! The session on 7th February will celebrate the
Chinese New Year (The Year of the Pig).
Baby Clinic sessions are 9.30-10.30am on Wednesday
13th and 27th February this month. Please note that these
sessions are not open to the general public – only those
parents and babies attending clinic.
We are looking forward to our visit from the local Scout
group, who are visiting to complete their Book Reader
Activity Badge. We can certainly help with the requirement
to ’Show that you know how to care for your books and
know the benefits a Library can bring to people who enjoy
reading’. The team here are always happy to receive visits
from Community Groups – just contact us on 01491
682323 or by email on
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk and let us see how
we can help you.
New members are always most welcome!

I write as Parliament gets into full swing again and Brexit
looks to dominate media attention once more. However,
despite the obsession of the press and media with Brexit I
am sure many will be relieved to know that there are
several other serious parliamentary issues which are still
being dealt with. This month I write to share some of the
things not in the headlines but, I think, important.
Feedback suggests that Universal Credit is
generally welcomed but I know that many people have
been concerned with the implementation of it. I was
pleased to see changes in the delivery and that with this
the rollout remains on track. I have raised queries with
Ministers and work with them as we move forward.
Oxfordshire Lowland Rescue Charity may not be a
particularly well known charity but it does important work
assisting the police in the search for vulnerable missing
persons. I was delighted to learn of £11,883.60 new
government funding awarded to Oxfordshire.
Although it is against the law to refuse access to someone
with a Guide Dog, a survey by the charity found that three
quarters of assistance dog owners reported that they
experienced this problem. I was pleased to be able to
support a recent event in Parliament run by the charity
Guide Dogs to raise awareness of this discrimination and
to learn of the impact of this on people.
I share the growing concerns at the increase in mental
health problems, especially among young people, and am
thus pleased that in Oxfordshire children and young
people's mental health services are to be transformed as
the county becomes one of 25 trailblazer areas across the
country that puts the NHS and schools together to
transform mental health care. This is welcome news of
much needed support for young people.
Finally, you may like to know that Heathrow's consultation
on the use of airspace and future operations has now
opened and will run until 4th March 2019. This will provide
the chance to contribute to Heathrow's plans for future
airspace use and on their proposals for how the airport will
operate. You can provide feedback online or the nearest
location to attend a consultation is Maidenhead on 7th
February. More information can be found online at
www.heathrowconsultation.com
If there is an issue that concerns you please let me know.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: -

Joanne Green, Manager, Woodcote Library
01491 682323

Email:
Phone:

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Excerpted from the January 2019 Update.
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A paid advertisement
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If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Start a new relationship with
a marvellous hairdresser
Why not call in for a complimentary consultation with a member of our friendly
team?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your visit when booking in with Mark, Karen or
Luke:

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in February 2019
February 3rd
February 4th

11.15am Steve’s Special Family
Service
7.30pm Induction of Rev Ben
Phillips as our new Vicar.
Service at St Thomas’
Goring. Reception
afterwards.

February 10th 11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
with St Mary’s Streatley
joining
February 17th 11.15am Matins (1662)
February 24th 11.15am Holy Communion
February 28th

February
9th & 10th

Completed Housing Needs
Surveys being collected
(door-to-door, throughout
the village - see pg 2)

February 11th

Amenities Charity meeting.
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

February 12th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)
Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

February 18th

7.30pm Supper, the Alpha
Course begins tonight,
Canterbury Room, St
Thomas’ Church Goring
See page 7 for details

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.

February 20th

February 22nd

The Prayer Meeting is Tuesday 5th February,
2.30pm at Stoke Abbas.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
We give a very warm welcome to the Rev Ben
Phillips and Sarah his wife. They will be living at
the Vicarage, Manor Road, Goring and serving the
three villages of South Stoke, Streatley and
Goring. Keep an eye on the notice board to see
when he is preaching at St Andrew’s.
The Benefice Office is open on weekday
mornings until noon. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Voice-mails will be followed up.
The website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and
emails can be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.

Coffee Morning. All
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)
South Stoke Historical
Society: The Gatehampton
Dig and other
Archaeological Finds
around South Stoke
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

March 6th

View information being
gathered, South Stoke
Historical Society (Clock
Room Ditton Cottage,
10am - 5pm - see pg 4)

March 11th

Amenities Charity meeting.
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

March 29th

Film Night to support the
Shop - details next month
(Village Hall, time TBD)

April 26th

The Britpickers - Carol
Gordon & Dave Sheriff.
Concert in support of
McMillan Nurses (St
Andrew’s Church, 8.00pm)

Harry Hogg & Michael Codner
Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
March
issue:
Friday 22nd February 2019.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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