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What A Summer! ...And Now Back To Work
It was a remarkable summer, at least by any I’ve experiThe shepherd was called and picked her up, and we susenced in the past years. The unusually hot spells of weath- pect that the poor sheep died, probably from her fright.
er, with now a moderate - often very
To me, this story brings home the meswarm - autumn. I consistently marvel
sage about our duty of care for this speat the natural beauty surrounding us.
cial place in which we live. We hear so
The vibrant and ever-changing scenery
often about the need to care for our enand wildlife, but also the surrounding
vironment, to ’be green’, to not litter, to
farms and fields - both aspects equally
save energy and reduce carbon emisa strong reflection of ‘who we are’.
sions - and indeed we should. But care
Though it is easy to sit back and enjoy
this stunning part of the world, we must
also keep in mind those who must labour during the summer season. While
many of us are on holiday or enjoying
time in our gardens, fellow villagers are
working in the fields to feed our country;
to feed us. And the great natural scenery we so much enjoy, would not be
possible without those farmers, being
excellent stewards of their land from
which we gain so much benefit.

for our environment should, in my view,
go beyond that. We should also ensure
that we look after each other and pay
special attention to the things we can do
to look after the fields, livestock and
farmworkers. But also we need to look
after each other in the village, caring for
each other, listening to each other, and
indeed, even working to plan and forge
our future together.

The summer has hopefully brought rest
to many, and the end-of-harvest, hopeI have great fortune to live on the river
fully relief and a sense of pride in acand have a lovely view of the field
complishment for those who have had
across. Much of the summer, sheep
to work through it. But now, there are a
graze the field and are about, feeding
couple of village projects on which we
or lazing. As the Thames Path goes
need your help - I am not asking for all
through this field, people are often with their dogs - and this to volunteer (though we could use more volunteer help if
is fantastic to see so many, out enjoying their walks.
you are able), but rather for all to engage in what’s happenOn several occasions, though, we saw dogs off their leads, ing on both our Community Building Project as well as the
Housing Development Project. A good number of people
some of which follow their instincts and chase the sheep,
often into the unopened gate. Sheep are not the brightest have worked on these projects over the past few years, all
with the view to make a better future for our South Stoke.
creatures in this regard, and are known to get suffocated
when they get trapped amidst a frightened flock. On three We have village-wide consultations coming up next month,
occasions, we saw little dogs do this, with owners seeming- so please come along to see the progress and ask quesly oblivious to the harm their dogs were doing. On one in- tions and share your views.
stance, shortly after such an event, a sheep collapsed.
Bryan Urbick, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
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Small Freezer
Available
A small, under-the-counter
freezer (not frost-free) is
available to anyone who
would like it.
Collect from Maureen at
Oakham, Cross Keys
Road (01491 872976).
Free to a good home!

October 2018

1

Dr Griffith Higgs Charity

Seeks Applicants For Cash Awards

You are invited to attend a presentation of
the current housing development proposals
in the Village Hall
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th November
Following the last Parish-wide consultation in March
2017, and as reported since, the owners of the Glebe
field – The Diocese of Oxford - and the South Stoke
Housing Development Project Group (SSHDP), have
been working together to arrive at a position in which a
formal Planning Application for the proposed 25 home
development could be submitted to SODC.
As one of the fundamental requirements of this
proposed development, has always been to ensure that
such a housing development would not only provide
needed affordable homes, but also a substantial
financial contribution towards the building of a new
Community Shop and a new Community Hall. As a
result, this work has also involved working with the
Community Buildings Project Group to come up with a
joint plan for these two major village developments.
The situation now is that these two projects are
currently moving together to submit simultaneous and
connected formal Planning Applications in Spring of
next year. This approach has been discussed with
senior officers of South Oxfordshire District Council.
The Diocese have appointed their preferred developer
for the Glebe field site – Messrs Rectory Homes of
Aylesbury – and they/Rectory have produced a
proposed layout for the 25 new homes, close to those
presented at and immediately following the consultation
in March 2017.
The Village Hall will be open and manned by SSHDP
Group members on each of the above days between
10.00am and 4.00pm, when Parishioners will be able to
drop in and see displays of the proposed housing layout
and the proposed housing designs.

The Dr Griffith Higgs Educational Charity makes small
cash awards to young people living in the ancient ecclesiastical parish of South Stoke cum Woodcote, and
who obtained their GCSE’s in the state system, to support their participation in higher or further education following their A-level studies.
Dr Higgs was born in South Stoke in 1589. In his will
made this charitable bequest, following his death in
1659, to St Andrew’s church in South Stoke. In his life
he served as Chaplain to Princess Elizabeth, the sister
of King Charles I, when she married and became the
queen of Bohemia. Later, back in England he became
the Bishop of Lichfield until forced to relinquish his ecclesiastical duties during the Cromwellian period.
If you are currently undertaking post A-level education
and would like to be considered for an award, then
please e-mail the secretary@dr-griffith-higgs.org.uk
giving your name and address, the name of the course
you are following or will be starting, the date you started
or will be starting the course and the name of the institution offering the course.
If you have any questions about eligibility or other related matters, then please send an e-mail to the Trustees
at the above address.
The Trustees of the Dr Griffith Higgs Charity.

South Stoke 200 Club
The September draw took place on Monday 10th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£90) Julian Charman
(£66) Lucy Phipps
(£45) David Smith
(£23) oby Dixon

The October draw will take place on Tuesday 16th
(note change from usual Monday) in the Perch & Pike
at around 9.30pm, after the Amenities Charity meeting.

The layout covers both the 10 affordable and the other
15 market-priced houses and roadways, as well as a
large retained green field area that is proposed to be
handed over to the Parish, with a covenant on it to
prevent any further housing development, in perpetuity.

Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we
support and your good deed can reward you too.
Anyone over the age of 16 can join and you are able to
buy multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more
about the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark
Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).

In addition between the hours of 11.30am and 1.00pm
on each day, representatives of the Diocese and
Rectory Homes, as well as members of the SSHDP, will
be on hand to make a formal presentation of the plans
and to answer any queries.

And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

You are encouraged to come along and see for yourself
- and to ask questions and make any comments. The
Parish Council, my fellow members of the Project
Group and I very much look forward to seeing you
there.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
Mark Taylor

Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, SSHDP
07770592667, roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this
application but wish the following comments to be taken into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this application for the
following reasons’. If
you have views about
any planning application, you are encouraged to submit them to
the South Oxfordshire
District Council. You
may also make representation to the Parish
Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
No new applications at the time of going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC
P18/S2679/HH - Cleeve House, Cross Keys Road,
RG8 0JT. Erection of car port/garden store. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTS TO APPLICATION (for
reasons provided, please see South Oxfordshire
District Council website.)
Decisions by SODC


South Stoke Parish Council

Clerk &
Responsible Financial
Officer Vacancy
South Stoke Parish Council is seeking applications for the post of Clerk / RFO. Working
from home.
Hours: c. 25 hrs/month (subject to review)
Salary & other key benefits:
NJC Scale LC1 or 2, starting point depending
upon experience and transferable skills.
Job Description
The Clerk provides administrative and clerical
support to the Council and, as the Responsible
Financial Officer, will be required to manage
the Council’s finances. Duties will include:

South Stoke overseers to collect, weekly, a certain
amount of money from the better-off residents
in order to provide “a means of maintaining” those
who can not look after themselves.

Managing the meetings of the Council including preparing the Agenda, taking the
minutes, monitoring actions and decisions
 Ensuring planning applications are considered, and submitting responses to the District Council
 Managing the Parish Council’s finances,
preparation of accounts and reconciliation,
payroll and PAYE, payment of invoices,
banking, end of year accounts, submission
of accounts for external audit, VAT reclaim,
preparing for budget review and precept
 Dealing with a variety of correspondence
and public notices

Don’t worry, the Parish Council will not be knocking
on your door. This is the 18th Century and the amount
of money needed at this time for the poor is going up
and up. Money for the elderly, orphans and widows
with young children and increasingly able bodied
males too. Why was this?

Qualities
You will be required to work from home and
attend evening meetings once a month. You
must be computer literate, have some administrative experience and able to maintain accurate accounts.

And if these poor were not brought up in South Stoke
do we have to give them money? What can be done?
Come and find out. Deborah Hayter has the answers
in the Village Hall at 8pm on Friday 26th October.
“The Poor Law in the Eighteenth Century - Crisis in
the Parishes”.

Candidates must possess a high standard of
oral and written communication skills, be proficient in Microsoft Office software (particularly
Word and Excel), be capable of working independently and have the ability to deal with a
range of issues.

No decisions by SODC at the time of going to press.
For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

Crisis In The Parishes!

Members FREE Guests £5
Yes, the talks are now free to members! At our AGM
it was decided to raise the subscriptions by a mere
£2.50 and not charge for the talks. The subscriptions
are now £12.50 payable by 1st October or at the next
meeting.
Alan Harrison is happy to take your money or
cheques payable to The South Stoke Historical Society. His address is 1, Deaconfield, South Stoke
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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How to apply:
For more information or to apply please contact the Chairman:
Bryan Urbick - telephone 01491 871 055 or
email bryan.urbick@southstoke.org.uk.
Or the current Clerk, Colin Ratcliff - email
clerk@southstoke.org.uk.
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Parents’ Association: Fundraising

Village Hall & Recreation Ground Charity

The children are back at school and the Parent's Association are once again looking for ways to raise money for
the School and the Children. Each year we take part in a
fundraising scheme called 'Bags 2 School'. It is essentially
a way of raising money for the school by recycling unwanted clothes and textiles. The school will receive 40p
per kilo in return so every bag can make a huge difference.

The Village Hall and Recreation Ground Charity, more
simply known as the Amenities Charity or AC, exists to
maintain and develop the two facilities for the benefit of
the village and surrounding areas. On the 10th September we had our AGM and the AC now consists of the
following trustees:

The parents have always relished this as a way of decluttering their wardrobes and saving themselves a trip to
the charity shops and this year we thought we'd open up
the collection to the local Villagers.
If you wish to take part and assist us with our fundraising
please do start collecting and bag up your items. Official
Bags 2 School bags can be collected from the village
shop over the next few weeks, or items can be bagged in
a simple bin liner. The collection date is 9 am on Tuesday
6th November and donated bags can be left in the designated area of the school Playground from 5pm on Monday 5th November (please don't drop off items before
this time as the playground is in use daily).
We accept the following 'good quality' items for RE-USE:
















Men's, Ladies' and Children's clothing
Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)
Handbags
Hats
Bags
Scarves and ties
Jewellery
Lingerie
Socks
Belts
Soft toys
Household linen
Household curtains
Household towels
Household bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and
duvet covers)

We DO NOT accept:









Duvets and blankets
Pillows and cushions
Carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and
toilet mats)
Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing
School uniforms with and without logo
Corporate clothing and workwear
Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material

Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary
Village Hall Steward
Recreation Ground Steward
Booking Secretary
Wi Representative
School Pa Representative
Parish Council Representative

Chris Bertrand
Mark Taylor
Sally Woodall
Robert Small
Mark Chadwick
Ann Powell
Megan Joslyn
Phil Wortley
Bryan Urbick

Our meetings are open to the public and we are always
keen for anyone interested in the hall or the rec to come
along and join us.
The next meeting is 7.30 in the village hall on Tuesday
16th October.
Village Hall Redecoration
The village hall has been redecorated and looks a lot
fresher and smarter as a result. Many thanks to the WI
for providing the bulk of the funds for this.
I’m sure all users will appreciate the improvement.
In order to keep it looking smart could everyone please
avoid putting pins or staples into the walls. Even Blu-tac
should be used sparingly and carefully as it often does
leave a mark.
Recreation Ground Developments
Many thanks to Mark Hathaway (and Diana and Dorothy) who, in the pouring rain, removed the blackthorn
and masses of roots from the top part of the Rec and
then levelled the ground. This will enable us to plant
grass seed and naturalise daffodils within it. Once the
daffodils have died down it will then be much easier to
keep it looking smart.
Volunteers will be needed- we have a thousand daffodil
bulbs to plant!
Chris Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
candjbertrand@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing many of you at the ever popular Fireworks Night on Friday 2nd November. This night is
run and organised by the Parents Association but if any
Villagers would like to help out with any of the planning/
running of this event you would be very welcome as a
member of the team (please speak to myself or Phil Wortley should you wish to volunteer)
Many thanks as always for your continued support
Fiona Dew
Vice Chair of the Parents’ Association
fiona.linton@doctors.net.uk
07881906498
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

October 2018

4

South Stoke Historical Society:
Research Day

Under the heading ‘ A Black Sheep Severely Punished’
the Wallingford Times of 14 May 1888 reported that:

cuttings, two map books covering the parish from medieval to modern times, nineteenth century directories and
several books of photographs of village life in times
‘The prisoner was a former clergyman of the
past. We had also a wonderful full survey of the churchChurch of England and was for a short time curate
yard gravestones, 3 volumes in fact, an important
at South Stoke Wallingford but was summarily
source of family lineage which weather can quickly
dismissed from his curacy for making improper
erode.
overtures to a respectable married woman’.
A key part of our village heritage
What next one wonders-curate
is oral history, the recollections
seen with two suspicious black
of people living in the village on
eyes, dishevelled woman seen
life in the 50’s, 60’s later and we
leaving for fast train to London?
had the text of these available.
We were not to know.
This is complemented by the onThis was one of many press cutgoing house survey with a histotings concerned with life in the
ry of the architecture of individual
village collected by the Historical
houses and the details of people
Society over the years and formwho lived there.
ing just one item in the large colThis was a first of such events
lection of files constituting the
for the Society and a welcome
Society’s archive.
addition to our visit and speaker
The assorted hard back files of
events. We hope to make this a
the archive were on display for
feature for another day in the
members to peruse, to carry out
future.
their own research or just to chat
My favourite was the collection of programmes for drawith others and compare notes. We were in the Clock
ma events in the village hall 1961-71. Living memory
Room at Ditton Cottage ( by kind permission of Linda
and Reno Gatto ) with plenty of table space to display all yes but seemingly many, many decades ago such is the
pace of events and change.
the material.
Files available for examination included, besides press

Michael Saunders

How’re The Bees Doing?
Every year is different and this year the bees had a very
There were very few swarms around here this summer, I
late start and an early finish to their season. It wasn’t warm only saw two, and I’m not sure why that was. It certainly
enough to fly until almost May, and everything had dried up saved a lot of time rushing about trying to collect them!
by the end of July.
Despite the short season the bees did well and the summer
The blackberry flowers were over much more quickly than
honey crop was good. This year the honey is darker than
usual but Rosebay willow herb kept things going. The more
usual and it has a good flavour.
recent rain has encouraged the late flowers, including Ivy,
to produce nectar – so a little more honey is being proThe remaining tasks for the beekeeper are about preparing
duced now. Ivy honey has a distinctive flavour, which I pre- the bees for the winter. We have to be sure that all the
fer to avoid, so the bees can keep it, to augment their win- queens are laying, and that the number of Varroa mites is
ter stores.
kept low. Most importantly, we have to see that the bees
This year the Ivy Mining bees emerged from their burrows have enough stores to get them through to spring, when
the cycle begins again.
in the drier lawns and borders several weeks earlier than
usual, before the Ivy started to flower. It will be interesting
to see what effect that has on next year’s brood.

Paul Jenkins

Changes To Our Local – 134 – Bus Service

Please find along with this newsletter a new local bus service timetable for you to keep. Please note that as from
1st October:
 There has been a few changes to timings on both Weekdays and Saturdays
 All buses from South Stoke to Wallingford Market Place will now run on a circular route, all entering Wallingford

via Winterbrook – and no longer some via Crowmarsh Church – and all serving the new Lidl store (when it
opens in a few months time) on either the way into or the way out of Wallingford

The trial Sunday service between South Stoke and both Goring and Wallingford, has not been used very much,
and Mike Ward will make a decision in the next few days as to whether to terminate it at the end of October, or let
it run on. You can find details about it on: goingdorwardbuses.com
Cllr Roy McMillan, 07770592667, roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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So much so that the Cornish Gillyflower is used as a
base for comparison by the RHS fruit committee to
gauge the flavour of other apples.
It is not a prolific cropper so you won’t find my surplus
fruit in the village shop but anyone who would like a
taste let me know!
Or take Tickled Pink- this new variety is not only a
striking red apple but has pink flesh!
Apples seem a particularly British fruit and it is a lasting
regret that the rise and rise of the supermarket has put
paid to the wide range of shapes, sizes, flavours and
textures that were once available.
The gardener can make a small recompense for this by
selecting and growing the very fruits that the
supermarkets have rejected. With modern dwarfing
rootstocks even a small garden can sustain one or two
apple trees.
Take for example the Cornish Gilliflower Apple.
This cultivar was found in a cottage garden in Truro,
Cornwall, in about 1800 and in 1813 was brought to the
attention of the RHS by Sir Christopher Hawkins, who
was awarded a silver medal "for his exertions". The word
'gilliflower' is possibly a corruption of a French word
girofle meaning clove, believed to be a reference to its
odour when cut. The leaves are small and the tree is not
a strong grower. It ripens in October.
The apples are large and oddly shaped with bumps and
lumps but the flavour is superb.
Picked and eaten from the tree in October, the fruits are
crisp in texture and have a mildly aromatic flavour with a
good balance of sweetness and acidity. Also ideal for
cooking picked earlier in the season. The slices keep
their shape when cooked and have an attractive pink
colouring. The juice is also pink. The tree is particularly
ornamental in the spring with large crimson-pink flowers
and attractive purple foliage.
This one is quite a prolific cropper and a vigorous
grower. Makes a great feature and produces apples
you’ll never see in the supermarket.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
events fit together to form one BIG story from Genesis
to Revelation. There will be 8 sessions and each will
include video content, discussion and time for personal
reflection. Between sessions there are daily readings to
help you prepare for the following week.

What do you know about the Bible? Want to know
more?
Throughout the autumn, The Benefice of Goring and
Streatley with South Stoke will be running an exciting
new course in Goring. Whether you are new to the Bible
or want to go deeper, this course is for you. The Bible
course will show how all the books, characters and
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The course is being held in the Canterbury Room at St
Thomas’s church on Thursday evenings. The remaining
dates are 11th October, 1st November, 8th November,
15th November, 22nd November and 29th November.
Each session will begin at 7.30pm with coffee and cake
and will finish at 9.15pm.
If you would like to come, please contact Jill Kirby at the
church office on 875651 or email Jill Kirby vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com.
We look forward to welcoming you.
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John Howell, MP Writes…
Wherever you are in the constituency you have probably
heard recent media reports on the proposed OxfordCambridge Expressway. The expressway is a major new
road which will go across country to link Oxford and
Cambridge via Milton Keynes. There are also calls for it to
be extended to include Swindon at one end and the port of
Ipswich at the other. Much of the preparatory work for this
was completed by the National Infrastructure Commission.
Transport, including East-West rail, is but one aspect of the
overall project. The Chancellor has given his support for
growth in this area with money earmarked in the last
budget.

September sees the last of the attempted outdoor social
meetings for South Stoke WI members. A garden tea
party provided and hosted by a member of the
Committee is meticulously planned and (hopefully)
executed.
Unfortunately we could not get the weather to cooperate, so on Tuesday 11th September - after a lot of
telephone calls about change of venue - South Stoke
Village Hall was once again called into operation.
Considering the fantastic summer we have had, we still
cannot get it right on the day. Perhaps next year will be
better?

The recent media interest is as a result of the Minister
announcing the ‘corridor’ within which the road will run.
Until now three broad corridors had been identified.
Narrowing this down is a step in the right direction. The
corridor now selected is the one recommended by
Highways England and will broadly follow the new EastWest rail line, however details of the route within this broad
corridor have yet to be determined.

I am pleased that the government has ruled out
construction in the area of the Otmoor nature reserve in the
north of this constituency but remain concerned that some
areas of the Green Belt could still be at risk. Planning
policy does not exclude road building in Green Belt areas
but where there are alternatives we should use them. In
Our president Rita Mann welcomed members and one
the absence of alternative information to date I have taken
visitor to a great social afternoon. The South Stoke WI
the view that the route should utilise existing roads where
archive scrapbooks were on display for members to see. possible.

In the early days of our Institute photographs were not
freely available. Not many people had cameras and they
were expensive to buy and also to have films developed.
Letters, programmes, correspondence from County and
Head Office were all included and make fascinating
reading. You can see how the way of life and the WI
develop in the village through the eyes of past members.
Several of our current members were able to look back
at their own history as well. Many of them had served
either as previous Presidents or committee members, so
a lot of happy times to reminisce about. Their were so
many books they took up two tables and incorporated a
huge amount of information on how people in a village
community lived through much of the last century.
Sandwiches, scones and a wide variety of cakes were
very much appreciated and rounded off a very
successful and enjoyable afternoon.
South Stoke WI meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month
at 2.15pm in the Village Hall and visitors are warmly
welcomed.
Margaret Boorne

It is anticipated that the new road will be ready for 2030.
This may seem a long way off but there is much work to do
before construction starts. The public consultation is
critical. It will draw out many of the local detailed issues
that will help finalise the route and will also identify related
issues that need to be addressed.
With an infrastructure project of this magnitude there will be
campaign groups working across the area. This is only to
be expected and the views of all are an important part in
the process. For my part I will seek to ensure that the
voices of all who wish to raise a point are heard and that
some are not drowned out by those who have greater
means to get their voice heard. I have already met with a
number of parish councils in potentially affected areas and
will do so again with those likely to be affected in the
announced corridor.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the September 2018 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ladies Christmas
Shopping Evening

than Vitamin C added. Unopened will
keep for up to a year.
An extra special thank you to Trudy’s

Thursday 22nd
grandchildren, Abby, Aidan & Amelie
November 2018 from otherwise known as “The A Team” who
drew some wonderful apples as I want7pm, Village Hall
Save the date ladies for
our shopping evening in
the village hall on Thursday 22nd November. The
evening will start at 7pm
and run to approximately
9pm. We have a good
variety of independent
traders booked including
Stella & Dot Jewellery,
Little Foxglove Crafts,
Past & Presents, The Garden Room Flower Company and Twisting Spirits to
help you make a start to your festive shopping.
After the success of the supper offer last year, Simon at
The Perch & Pike is offering all visitors to the evening a
special promotional supper two course menu for just
£18.00.

ed to ring the changes with the bottle
label this year.

Aidan’s drawing reproduced the best so
his apple will be on the new labels for
2018.

And the winner is…
The September Account holder winner
is MICK WALSH. Congratulations Mick! Pop up to the
shop to collect your prize.
Remember, if you haven’t already opened a shop account it is a perfect way to save money towards festive
foods orders in December. If you are interested in
opening a shop account and would like further details,
please email me at Julescostello@btinternet.com

Putting us firmly on the map!

A few weeks ago a couple came into the shop and after
It’s a great way to kick start your Christmas shopping
chatting explained that they were travelling from
and then catch up with your friends afterwards over sup- St.Albans to the South West. They then went on to say
per. To book your table, please call Simon on 01491
that they have been
872415 and quote LADIES EVENING. The discount
breaking their annual trip
vouchers for dining will be available from the village hall.
by taking a break at
South Stoke Community
2018 Season Apple Juice Now In Store!
Shop and have done
exactly that for the last 4
A big thank you to those who donated apples for our
years since they found
2018 Apple Juicing project. The pressed and bottled
us back in 2015!
juice was collected from Waterperry Gardens this week
Jules Costello
(thank you Jane Newton!).
julescostello@btinternet.com
The juice is pasteurised and bottled with nothing other

Are You Ready?

cost of connection either individually or as part of a group
Full fibre broadband connections offer the fastest and most project. Residents can benefit from the scheme as part of a
reliable speeds available and the government is committed group project, which also includes businesses and can
to a vision of a full fibre Britain. As part of this commitment claim for a voucher of up to a value of £500.
in March 2018, a £67 million Gigabit Broadband Voucher One gigabit is the same as 1,000 megabits – so it’s a big
Scheme was announced.
leap forward in connection speeds that could benefit you
Gigabit vouchers can be used by small and medium sized and your business into the future.
businesses and the local communities surrounding them to For full details about whether you are eligible for a voucher
contribute to the installation cost of a gigabit capable con- and to connect you to a full fibre broadband supplier, visit:
nection. Businesses can claim up to £3,000 against the https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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News From The Woodcote Library
October 2018
What an epic we have for you this month!
The Summer Reading Challenge ‘Mischief Makers’ for
children and ‘Oxfordshire Reads’ for adults was very well
received this year – ending in a celebratory party and
presentation on 22nd September. Look out for the pictures
in next month’s edition .
The Half Term week will see something really very special
in the Library. We are really pleased to have a performance
of the Library Lion!

Bringing Hope To Honduras
A Gala Dinner will be held at Goring & Streatley Golf
Club on Saturday November 3rd to celebrate the return
on leave from Honduras of Steve Poulson, a Youth
Worker working alongside the many Street Children
living there. They are in great danger from gangs and
his work is challenging and extremely dangerous, but
life-changing for those children he is working to help.
Steve is supported by the Benefice of Goring, Streatley
and South Stoke who are hosting the dinner, at which
Steve will speak about his life and work in Honduras.
Please support him and hear more about his work by
coming along to the Dinner on November 3rd at 7 p.m.
Tickets, to include a two course dinner with welcome
drinks, cost £30 available from Inspiration or telephone
01491 875651.
Mary Scriven

“I saw this at the top of Cross Keys
Road, whilst out walking our dog…”
What a good idea, I
thought, the shop must
have decided to set-up a
car charging point in their
car-park!
Brilliant for mum taking her
kids to that lovely Recreation Ground in South
Stoke in her electric 4 x 4,
which just happens to be
running low on “fuel” ……
just sit there watching the
kids play safely and enjoy
a nice cup of coffee from
the shop, whilst the car
gets a boost ….. what
could be better!
Roy McMillan
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Untied Artists bring this
beautiful children’s book
to life in celebration of an
endangered species –
the local library. This is a
show that fuses
storytelling, music, and
interactive learning to
immerse children in the
world of the book. Above
all it is fun, funny and full of feline wonder! Adapted from
the award-winning book by Michelle Knudsen. http://
untiedartists.info/.
The performance is on Monday 22nd October at 2.30 and is
free to attend (but please do give us a call on 01491
682323 to reserve a free space). Many thanks to OWL
(Our Woodcote Library) who are supporting us with this
event. The Library will be open as normal – come and join
in the fun! Also in the Half term week, we will be having a
special themed Halloween craft session for children on
Saturday 27th October 10-12am. Spooky stuff!
Watch out for next month’s edition as November in the
Library will be jam packed with events commemorating the
100th Anniversary of the First World War. We have
displays, talks, visiting Authors and much, much more. Why
not join the O.W.L FB page where full details will be
posted. Also look out for events on our web page.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions continue every Thursday
during Term Time at 10am. Come along with your under 5
for stories, rhymes, songs and fun! Please note that there
will be no session on Thursday 25th October as it is halfterm. The baby Health Clinic this month runs on
Wednesday 10th and Wednesday 24th 9.30-10.30am as
usual. The next meeting of the adult reading group is
Monday 15th October at the usual time of 6pm.
As a final word, don’t forget the clocks go back an hour on
Sunday 21st October – so be ready for an extra hour
reading in bed if you wake up ‘early’!
New members are always most welcome!

Joanne Green
01491 682323, Woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
October 2018
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Railway Renaissance? Nay More Like Risorgimento!
We are always talking about a rapidly changing and
evolving world. All that stuff about the march of technology. But what amazes me is that so often something
apparently new that comes along is something old in a
new outfit. It seems to crop up repeatedly.

At Waterloo station there are many reminders of the
LSWR that died in 1923. The logo clearly etched into the
stone fabric.

‘What goes around comes around’ or something similar
seems to be surprisingly true.
Based on some recent travelling by train let me take the
railway industry as an example. Circumstances took me
to Exeter from Goring for a short break in a remote part
of Devon. Normally the obvious way would be to change
at Reading and hop on a west bound express direct for
a couple of swift hours of travel. But there is an alternative in the Waterloo-Exeter route. The two routes date
back to the days of the Great Western Railway and the
London and South Western Railway in competition to
reach Plymouth and the other West Country ports. Subsequently under the later British Railways all the investment went into the route from Paddington to Exeter and But look at the train company that has brought me to
the Waterloo route lingered on half forgotten miraculous- Exeter. See what I mean?
ly surviving into the present era.
But I do like to travel a bit differently. When I can and
it’s fun to do.
Accordingly, I decided to take the 3 hour and twenty
minutes Waterloo to Exeter route, via Reading.
That initial route of contrasts from Reading into Waterloo gives so much one could comment on; the wandering through thick woodland around Ascot, bits of original
station architecture here and there, the functionality of
the new, the enigma of lonely Longcross station like a
gamekeeper’s hut in the pinewood forest. Does anyone
really get on or off here?
Time passes and I’m on the early afternoon departure
from Waterloo to Exeter. And I start one end of the funnel and go further and further down it. Let me explain.
Off we go to Clapham Junction umpteen lines and busy
busy, we stop momentarily. Next we zoom smoothly to
Woking and then Basingstoke still 4 tracks then dot dot
dot…..Worting Junction and we go under the bridge two
tracks and a new rural world. Electric power far behind
us. We trundle on to Salisbury further on we are now on
a single track deeper and deeper into Wilshire and Somerset, the trees and hedges close in it feels like going
through farmyards and fields.

When the Virgin franchise from London Kings Cross
was taken over by the Government what was it branded
as? London and North Eastern Railway the pre 1948
company. They have twiddled the logo of the ‘N’ to emphasise the North rather than London. Makes commercial sense.

Final point - I saw a recent letter in the Sunday Times
regarding ongoing discussion about charging of electric
cars. Someone has suggested ‘a standardised removeSherborne and Crewkerne stations like ancient stone
and-replace-battery system’ at accredited garages on
country house what joy to probe their rooms and attics.
your route. Does this remind you of the post horn soundWe come into Exeter and lo! two bland but sparkling
ing off to warn the Christmas card rubicund innkeeper
new stations Feniton and Cranbrook built to cater for the
to send the ostler out with a change of horses. Yes inhundreds of new houses springing up on both sides.
deed. Or the early string of mansiones on the straight
This is not a railway re-birth or renaissance. It is a railRoman roads for a change of horses to expedite the
way risorgimento or resurgence like that burst of energy
progress of Imperial couriers. What goes around comes
th
and enthusiasm that awakened the old Italy in the 19
around.
century reuniting the nation.
Postscript - Some things do not seem to change. My
From Exeter they are reviving the old LSWR route to
cream tea on Okehampton station for example. Cream
Okehampton starting with a Sundays only service and
on first then jam (Devon) or jam on first then cream
even talk of a new Parkway station there. Going back,
(Cornwall). I tried both. But what of a Somerset Cream
the old energising the new. There is renewed interest in Tea or a Dorset one. Pure marketing? Or a travel and
reviving the old route to Plymouth though Meldon Vialocation re-invention tag?
duct would need strengthening. The old track bed is now
the cycle path called The Granite Way.
The Reflective Traveller
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Harmony InSpires
Harmony InSpires, award-winning a capella ladies’ chorus, is celebrating its 10th anniversary with an afternoon
of music and entertainment on 13th October. As well as
Harmon InSpires, there will be
guest musicians from St Helen
and St Katharine School, songs
from Crescendo and an audience with Paul Mayhew-Archer,
who has just returned from his
successful appearance at the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
The MC for the show will be
former mayor of Abingdon,
Duncan Bhaskaran Brown, The Civic Coach.
Tickets are on sale through the website,
www.harmonyinspires.org, emailing tickets@harmonyinspires.org or call 07557 519481. Adults
£10, Under 18s £5, Family (2 adults 2 children) £25.
There will be refreshments and a raffle.
The show is in the theatre at St Helen and St Katharine
School, Abingdon, doors open at 2.30pm and the show
starts at 3pm and will finish at 5pm.
Harmony InSpires had its origins in a Wantage-based
ladies’ chorus called Ridgeway Harmony, which was
started in 1997 by the partners of some of the men who
sang with a male barbershop chorus, called White
Horse Harmony. The Chorus was re-launched with the
“inspired” new name: Harmony InSpires and an eyecatching logo featuring Oxford’s dreaming spires. They
meet each Wednesday in Appleton Village Hall at 7.30pm
– and are always looking for new ladies to join.

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

Volunteering Grants Available
…But Not For Too Long

Volunteering grants worth a total of £25,000 are still
available to groups in South Oxfordshire, but time is
running out to apply for them.
The money has been earmarked for community groups
who have difficulties recruiting volunteers for financial
reasons. The grant scheme
was prompted by voluntary
groups telling South Oxfordshire District Council that
one of the biggest obstacles
they face when trying to attract volunteers is finding
money to meet training, transport and insurance
costs.
In August the council launched a pilot volunteering
grant scheme with a total of £25,000 to give away to
help voluntary and community groups find the volunteers they need.
Small voluntary groups in South Oxfordshire can apply
for a new volunteering grant of between £250 to £750 to
help cover costs, for example the costs of training as a
sports coach or the costs of additional insurance needed to be a volunteer driver.
Cllr Lynn Lloyd, cabinet member for community services for South Oxfordshire District Council said:
“Volunteers are the lifeblood of any community group –
we know there are lots of people out there who want to
help out in their local community, but sometimes the
costs can be a barrier. We want to do everything we
can to open those doors and give our local groups and
charities the lift they need to help them continue to build
thriving communities.”
The scheme will be run as a pilot in 2018/19 and depending on its success in improving the voluntary sector, councillors will decide whether to continue with it in
the future.
The district council made a commitment in its Corporate
Plan to provide additional support to voluntary and community groups to help them find the volunteers they
need. The volunteering grant is the first of a range of
exciting new projects underway to do that, and to help
get communities working together to make life better in
the district.
To find out more about the grant, eligibility and how to
apply please see southoxon.gov.uk/volunteering.
The new Volunteering Grant is open to small voluntary
and community and social enterprise sector organisations operating in South Oxfordshire with a revenue
turnover of less than £100,000 per year.
The minimum grant per organisations will be between
£250 and £750. The scheme is open to applications
until January 2019.
Communications
South Oxfordshire District Councils
01235 422400, www.southoxon.gov.uk
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Start a new relationship with
a marvellous hairdresser
Why not call in for a complimentary consultation with a member of our friendly
team?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your visit when booking in with Mark, Karen or
Luke:

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in October 2018
October 7th

10.30am Cake & Coffee
11.15am Family Harvest Service
with Rev Steve Johnson

October 14th

11.15am Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
Joint service at St Mary’s
Streatley, no service at St
Andrew’s

October 4th

The Bible Course (St
Thomas’ Church, Goring,
7.30pm - 9.15pm)

October 9th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

October 11th

The Bible Course (St
Thomas’ Church, Goring,
7.30pm - 9.15pm)

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after
all services.

October 17th

The Prayer Meeting is Tuesday 4th September at
2.30pm in St Andrew’s Church. The monthly
Coffee Morning is Wednesday 19th September
from 10.30am - 12.00noon in the church.

Coffee Morning. All
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

October 22nd

The Library Lion,
performed by Untied
Artists (Woodcote Library,
2.30pm, ring 01491 682323
to reserve a free space)

October 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, The Poor Law in
the 18th Century, Deborah
Hayter (Village Hall,
8.00pm)

October 29th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

November 3 &4

Consultation, South Stoke
Housing Development
(Village Hall, 10am-4pm)

November 10th

Cholsey Repair Café,
(11.00am - 2.00pm,
Cholsey Pavilion)

November 30th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Judith Curthoys,
Christ Church Archivist
(Village Hall)

October 21st

11.15am Matins (1662)

October 28th

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
The Benefice Office is open on weekday
mornings during the interregnum. The telephone
number is 01491 875651. Voice-mails will be
followed up. The website is
www.thomandmary.org.uk and emails can be sent
to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.
Special note: The Church has had some tree
surgery recently and some fire-wood has been left
to collect for wood-burners. There are some big
chunks of cedar and some logs of holly. These
may be collected at any time without charge. (Be
careful lifting the big pieces!)
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner, Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
November
issue:
Monday 22nd October 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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