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The Village Hall Redecoration
Thank You
Due to the great sucess of the 2017 Open Gardens
day, enough money was raised to electrify the village
clock mechanism and time keeping. Therefore it was a
bit of an embarrassment to Robert Small that he had to
turn down the WI's attempted donation towards the
clock. This turned out well because Rita Mann and her
committee decided instead to give the donation to the
hall to help towards of the cost of re-decorating. The
donation is the proceeds from the sale of teas and
cakes at the Open Gardens.
Clearly they had a good motive in mind as they celebrate 100 years of the South Stoke WI this November
and are holding a special celebration in the hall.
The Amenities Charity committee looked into numerous
possibilities, and chose a two-tone approach. Robert
Small, Phil Greenaway and Trevor Taphouse did the
work. Trevor is now retired, and Phil runs his own business. Phil apparently twisted Trevor’s arm to come out
of retirement as he was a painter all his working life.
The team worked hard. The biggest hurdle for them was
the amount of caulking that had to be done to cover up all
the cracks and holes that had appeared over time. The
ceiling alone took 5 hours, just to make good before painting.

As a result of the excellent workmanship, the quality of
the redecoration is fantastic. It has really spruced up
the Hall - for the WI celebration, but also for all the other frequent Hall users and usages. Make sure to have
a look the next time you are in the Hall.
A very big thank you to the WI for the donation and the
motivation, and to Robert, Phil and Trevor for a job very
well done.

Some Articles In This Month’s Issue…
Parish Council Clerk Vacancy
Proposed Housing Development
Shop News
South Stoke Women’s Institute
Your Pet & The Buzzing Of Bees
The Herbert Protocol
Support Our Advertisers
Dates For Your Diary
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Village BBQ A Major Success
Though previously postponed due to a dire weather
forecast, the Village BBQ on 1st September was a
great success. The weather was near perfect, those
who joined in had a fantastic (and delicious!) time, and
a great deal was raised to replace the BBQ apparatus
and for the local bus service.
A total of £1,236 was raised through sales of food and
drink, a raffle and an auction. £90 was spent on a new
BBQ. “...a splendid machine”, said Nigel Bond, “now a
village asset for use by us all.” Should anyone wish to
use it, please contact Dave Lucas who is currently looking after it as the current “key holder” unless/until we
find a long term home.
The balance of £1,146 will be donated to Go Forward
buses, the community interest company run by Mike
Ward that provides the local bus service.
Many thanks for this annual event go to Selina and Nigel Bond, Hilary and Dave Lucas, and Marilyn (sorry, I
don’t know Marilyn’s surname to give a proper ‘thank
you’ - Editor). Each year you support such worthy
causes, but also importantly, provide opportunity for the
community to get together and enjoy ourselves.
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Planning Applications In South Stoke
The responses that the Parish Council can give on
each planning application are ‘FULLY SUPPORTS this
application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application but wish the following comments to be
taken into account’ or
‘OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons’. If you
have views about any
planning application, you are encouraged to submit
them to the South Oxfordshire District Council. You
may also make representation to the Parish Council.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting).
No new applications at the time of going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC
P18/S2679/HH - Cleeve House, Cross Keys Road,
RG8 0JT. Erection of car port/garden store. PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTS TO APPLICATION (for
reasons provided, please see South Oxfordshire
District Council website.)
Decisions by SODC





P18/S2099/HH - 3 Wallingford Road South Stoke
RG8 0JD. Garage/workshop with store above with
raised roof following previous approval. PARISH
COUNCIL HAD NO OBJECTIONS. SODC GRANTED PLANNING PERMISSION.
For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.





Maths or Physics Tuition
Up to GCSE Level. £25/hour.
Current DBS check/certificate
Belinda Tull BSc, MSc
belindadavies@yahoo.co.uk

Clerk &
Responsible Financial
Officer Vacancy
South Stoke Parish Council is seeking applications for the post of Clerk / RFO. Working
from home.
Hours: c. 25 hrs/month (subject to review)
Salary & other key benefits:
NJC Scale LC1 or 2, starting point depending
upon experience and transferable skills.
Job Description
The Clerk provides administrative and clerical
support to the Council and, as the Responsible
Financial Officer, will be required to manage
the Council’s finances. Duties will include:
Managing the meetings of the Council including preparing the Agenda, taking the
minutes, monitoring actions and decisions
 Ensuring planning applications are considered, and submitting responses to the District Council
 Managing the Parish Council’s finances,
preparation of accounts and reconciliation,
payroll and PAYE, payment of invoices,
banking, end of year accounts, submission
of accounts for external audit, VAT reclaim,
preparing for budget review and precept
 Dealing with a variety of correspondence
and public notices


Qualities
You will be required to work from home and
attend evening meetings once a month. You
must be computer literate, have some administrative experience and able to maintain accurate accounts.
Candidates must possess a high standard of
oral and written communication skills, be proficient in Microsoft Office software (particularly
Word and Excel), be capable of working independently and have the ability to deal with a
range of issues.

0780 537 4077
This Month’s

How to apply:

Shop Account Holder Winner
The Shop Account Holder winner for August 2018 is
Karolien Mas of Chapel Close.
If you would like to start an Account,
pick up a form from the Shop or talk to
Mark Taylor or Geoff Ward.

South Stoke Parish Council

For more information or to apply please contact the Chairman:
Bryan Urbick - telephone 01491 871 055 or
email bryan.urbick@southstoke.org.uk.
Or the current Clerk, Colin Ratcliff - email
clerk@southstoke.org.uk.

Geoff Ward
geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Proposed Housing Development

Bell Ringing

On The Glebe Field

As regular readers of this newsletter will be aware,
discussions with the owners of the Glebe field are
continuing with the aim of producing a single Planning
Application for both the housing development, and a
finalised plan for a new Community Hall and Shop on
the Recreation Ground.
In order to satisfy one of the needs of the local
planning authority for the housing part of such a
Planning Application, the Housing Development
Project Group has agreed to source a suitable outside
professional company to organise an up-to-date
Housing Needs Survey.
Although – and as some will remember - the Housing
Development Project Group carried out its own parishwide market and affordable Housing Needs Survey last
year, which provided valuable information about South
Stokians’ need for more housing in the village, it has
been agreed that a new independently-led survey is
needed. This will focus specifically on the need for
affordable housing.
An important aim of the 25 new homes project has
always been the provision of a significant number of
homes in the affordable category. So the proposal
suggests that 10 of these 25 homes will be deemed
‘affordable’, and it is our aim to ensure that as many of
these 10 homes - if not all of them - should be
available (assuming a successful Planning Application)
to individuals and families with South Stoke
connections.
The Parish Council has agreed to fund this new
Housing Needs Survey, and it is expected that we will
be delivering a questionnaire form with explanatory
notes, to each existing home in the Parish, probably
early in October.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, SSHDP
07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

On Saturday 8th September we have a band of ringers
coming from Hornchurch in Essex. They are ringing
between 1.15pm & 2.00pm. Although the ringers total
about 15 to 20, they are in fact coming by coach with
family and friends joining in the day's jolly. I have
enlightened them to what we have in the village - the
shop, recreation area for a cup of coffee and the Perch
& Pike for a well kept pint.
For me, Hornchurch brings back many memories. My
grandparents from my mother’s side lived there and I
spent many a happy few days there each summer. My
grandfather was also the warden at the church, and on a
visit back there a couple of years ago I met the vicar,
whose childhood was spent in Blewbury( certainly a
small world).
Some of you may have heard extra ringing throughout
August, on the evening of Thursday 16th, and the
afternoon of Sunday19th. We had two bands visit us
from the residential ringing course based at Bradfield
College. This is a course that ringers from all over the
country attend, to hone their skills (usually 120+
ringers). Over that period of time, approximately 60
towers within our area are called upon to open the doors
to allow them to practice. Then, on Wednesday
29th August, we had a band from Farnborough in
Hampshire ring from 11.15 to 11.45am
To close, the South Stoke ringers would like we thank
the village for the support and praise that we
receive through facebook, word of mouth, etc. It is very
much appreciated by us all.
Robert Small, Tower Captain

South Stoke 200 Club

The August draw took place on Monday 20th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

South Oxfordshire District Council
Continuing Work On Our Local Plan

We're continuing to review the available sites for major
housing development in South Oxfordshire as part of ongoing work to finalise our Local Plan.
We've recently agreed a timetable setting out how the
Plan will move forward and are expecting councillors to
make a decision on sites, following completion of assessment work, in December.
We'll then publish the plan and you'll have a chance to
comment on its technical 'soundness' in early 2019. All of
your comments will be passed on, along with all the thousands of other comments already received, to the independent inspector appointed to examine it.
At this time, we're expecting to submit the plan for examination in March. This means that we will meet a deadline
agreed with the government and the Oxfordshire's other
councils to bring extra money to support housing growth
and infrastructure, such as roads, in the county.

(£90) Row Ward
(£67) Jean Dixon
(£45) Geoff Ward
(£23) Paul Jenkins

The September draw will take place on Monday 10th in
the Perch & Pike at around 9.30pm, after the Amenities
Charity meeting.
Join our 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes.
Make a difference to the community amenities we
support and your good deed can reward you too.
Anyone over the age of 16 can join and you are able to
buy multiple numbers if you wish. To find out more
about the South Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark
Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

Find out more by looking at our website for further details
(http://www.southoxon.gov.uk).
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Historical Society: July Talk By Professor Gregory Stores
Strange, wonderful, bizarre…… these and other adjectives
came readily to mind listening to our speaker’s list of medieval maladies and their treatment (with vivid illustrations) at
the July meeting of the Historical Society. Oxford University
Emeritus Professor Gregory Stores educated us mightily
with his survey of Afflictions, Supposed Causes, Factors
and Remedies in Times Gone by. How to administer an
enema was particularly well displayed.

Finally, try these for your afflictions…….wrap a hangman’s
hemp rope round your skull to cure a headache or pass a
sick child under a donkey’s belly for a swift cure. You never
know, it might work!

Michael Saunders

michaelbsaunders@yahoo.co.uk

Taking a chronological perspective we looked at medical
practices in Ancient Egypt, the healing regimes pioneered
by the Greeks, the development of surgery under the Romans all leading into practices in the Anglo-Saxon and Medieval periods. Much was predicated on divine favour and
intervention but also a surprising amount of theoretical
principles that have outlasted their times. Humoral Theory
for instance, where a balance of the elements of Earth,
Fire, Water and Air was important, chimes well with modern ideas of meditation, mindfulness and a host of other
interventions from yoga to acupuncture and a dozen more.

PS. Professor’s Stores talk and
mention of the Rod of Asclepius
piqued my interest so I went down
to Goring Surgery for a closer look.
But they have made a common
mistake.

What they have is a caduceus. This
is the winged staff with the two entwining snakes carried by the Roman god Mercury, the messenger
of the gods. Mercury, the Romans
‘borrowed’ from the Greek Hermes.
What was quite apparent in Professor Stores’ talk was the
The cap badge of the Royal Corps
continual recourse to age old remedies handed down
of Signals naturally enough features Mercury complete with
through the generations without question. It would be some caduceus.
time before the scientific approach of observation and reThe Rod of Asclepius should be a
view came along. Folk tradition was important, cabbage
single rod with one entwined serwas an important cure all. Didn’t people wonder why it
pent and no wings.
worked?
The caduceus as a symbol of
Handbooks and treatises helped to communicate ideas,
medicine is particularly widesome of which may have actually worked in practice. Other
spread in the United States and
ideas such as self-flagellation, blood-letting, trepanning of
was used by the US Army Medithe skull ( to release bad spirits) may have done more
cal Corps from the early 20th cenharm than good.
tury. It seems however that Hermes was also god of the open
Interesting to note the influence of the early Greeks: Hippocrates ‘Father of Modern Medicine’, Galen of Pergamon road and the market place a sort
of travelling salesman. This gives the symbol a commercial
and Asclepius. His Rod with entwined symbolic serpent is
side to healing and medicine. Do you want to tell Dr Andy
a sign of a medical faculty all over the world (see, for exGoode this or shall I?
ample, the Goring Surgery).

New Sunday & Public Holiday Bus Service For South Stoke
As reported in last month’s newsletter, from Sunday 5th August Mike Ward of Going Forward Buses CIC introduced
– on a trial basis – a limited Sunday service between Goring and Wallingford via South Stoke/Perch & Pike. There
are three return services each Sunday from South Stoke to Wallingford, and four return services between South
Stoke and Goring Station. Three of which will run on – until 28th October - to both Basildon Park and Beale Park
on their way to Pangbourne and Reading. See below for the schedule.
I would encourage everybody to use these new services, as it will inevitably be a case of “use it or lose it”.
Cllr Roy McMillan, 07770592667, roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk
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lovely apples. We need more eaters than cookers probably around 75% eaters to 25% cookers. They must be
unbruised and clean (Chris will not accept windfalls).
Our South Stoke Apple juice sells incredibly well and
most years the quantities seem to be almost spot on
with us opening our last box around the end of August.
So if you have some spare apples in your garden and
are happy to donate them to the shop, please email me
julescostello@btinternet.com. Please do not bring bags
of apples up to the shop unless you have spoken or
emailed me as this can sometimes mean apples are
wasted in the yard whilst we wait for further donations to
get to an acceptable quantity for the first pressing.

What A Summer!
Well we certainly cannot complain about this summer,
unless of course, you don’t like the heat! The hot, hot
days have been fantastic for the Shop, with the Rec
packed and the ice-creams needing to be re-stocked sometimes two or three times a day!
These past days have had the return to school for most
children, and here at the shop we are starting to think
about Autumn. As we have for the last four years, this
means organising our Community Apple Juice.
As in previous years, Chris Lanczak and his team at
Waterperry will be juicing, pasteurising and bottling
South Stoke apples for us. So, all we need are your
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Vintage Vibe Car Boot & Plant Sale
Postponed But Not Forgotten
We have decided to postpone the Car Boot Sale which
was originally planned for Sunday 2nd September until
Spring next year. Nearly all the car boot sellers who
came along last time and had requested to be notified of
further sales were unable to make it due to holiday commitments and it was felt that perhaps we would be better
waiting till more people were around in the Spring.
We will be announcing a new date shortly and apologise
to any of you were looking forward to a declutter!
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
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John Howell, MP Writes…
When Parliament is in recess it does not mean that MPs
are necessarily on holiday. I like to use the recess to get
out and about in the constituency. I can do so in a more
relaxed way than is possible when I only have the
weekend. Over the last few weeks I have been selecting a
few villages or hamlets to visit at a time and have gone to
see what ‘Conversations in the Street’ I can have with
constituents. This is effectively a programme of street
surgeries where I go out and see who is about and wants
to talk. I find it enormously helpful to discover the issues
that people raise off the top of their heads. It may be
prompted by a recent news item, but often people take the
opportunity to raise concerns that they have about many
The summer weather had taken a dramatic turn from
and varied issues. This summer among the issues people
scorching heat to a more normal English summer day for
have raised are local shops, homelessness, support for
the August meeting of South Stoke WI. The President Rita carers, volunteer drivers, the RAF and Brexit! If you see
Mann welcomed members and one guest. This month we
me out and about and have something you want to discuss
had four ladies celebrating August birthdays and after
do please stop me and have a chat. Face-to-face
wishing them all Happy Birthday, cards and small gifts were conversations are always so much more productive than
distributed.
the short exchanges possible on social media, or the more
formal exchanges in writing. It can also be more helpful to
Not many outings or events are organised for July and
people than a more formal MP’s advice surgery.
August as it is holiday time and the County office is also
closed.
Government Ministers also continue to work during the
recess. For those parishes concerned about the proposed
If anyone has an idea for a resolution now is the time to
voice it as help is available in its formulation at a workshop Oxford-Milton Keynes-Cambridge expressway there has
in November. For anyone interested in bowling, County are been worry about a published letter from the Minister for
Housing calling for ‘ambitious proposals for housing
holding an outdoor Bowls Day in September at Abingdon
growth’ in the ‘CaMKOx arc’, as it has come to be known. I
Bowls Club as well as a Sports Taster Day at The White
believe this to be very premature and have written to the
Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre also in Abingdon. Craft,
Minister to express my concern at the issuing of such an
flower arranging, cookery demonstrations, literary talks,
alarming letter, especially during the holiday period.
and discussions as well as quiz nights, murder mystery
evenings and music appreciation days are held all around
the county and members can take part in them. A hugely
diverse selection of things to do is always on offer in the
WI. For even more variety, there are also dozens of
courses available at Denman College. This is the WI’s own
residential College set in the Oxfordshire countryside. Why
not try a new skill or topic just for the fun of it?

This month we were very lucky to have Jeff Rozelaar, a
published author, as our speaker. His book is called Bacon
and Bagels an autobiographical account of growing up in
Post War East End, and set in the 1950s. Fern Britton
described it as a hugely entertaining book. He came from
one of the poorest areas in London, as did Harold Pinter,
Lionel Bart, and Barbara Windsor - but as he pointed out,
also Jack the Ripper. Jeff was a hilarious speaker, very
funny and deprecating about himself and his abilities. After
a very successful interview on Radio Five he was told he
had the perfect face for radio! His childhood playgrounds
included London bomb-sites as well as Tower Bridge and
the Tower of London itself: such a rich heritage for a
budding writer. Jeff become a teacher as well as a writer,
amateur actor and a fascinating speaker.
The afternoon was rounded off with afternoon tea enjoyed
by everyone and supplied by a rota of members each
month. This is our social time something to be enjoyed as
we munch on delicious sandwiches and a selection of
favourite cakes: something else we all look forward to
each month.
South Stoke WI meets on the second Tuesday of the
month at 2.15pm in the Village Hall. If you like the sound of
us why not come as a visitor and see for yourself and join
us for tea?

Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

For those in the catchment of Townlands Memorial
Hospital in Henley at last we can see the end of the
parking fiasco which has haunted patients and visitors
alike. I was pleased to receive a letter back this month
which confirms that not only is the problem being dealt with
at senor levels, but that NHS Property Services (NHSPS)
who manage the site are in advanced stages of tendering
for a single provider to manage its car parks going forward.
Many of you will be reading this in September when
schools are back. I have been lobbying Ministers on issues
of school funding for a long time. I was pleased to see
some beneficial changes come through but it is still not
right. I will be continuing to raise this with Ministers when
Parliament returns.

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the August 2018 Update.
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It has been a very difficult and yet wonderfully lazy
summer in the garden. The days have been so hot that
the usual weeding, trimming of edges, deadheading and
replacing old plants with new has not been possible. It
has meant that where in past years I would have cleared
climbing peas, sweet peas etc, this year the seeds have
come to maturity so now I can collect them and save
them for next year.
A good job for a sunny afternoon is to cut the dried-out
stems of honesty and carefully separate the two outer
skins of the flat moon-like fruits. [Its Latin name is
Lunaria] This has two bonuses: one -you have a large
collection of seeds to scatter in the Spring and two- the
translucent, paper-like, seed covers make an excellent
indoor dried flower display.

Sweet peas are well worth collecting too. In a pack you
get about 25 seeds for £2.70 or thereabouts and
germinating them is not always easy. If you collect your
own you end up with literally hundreds of seeds.
Similarly with any peas in the vegetable patch. It was so
hot I didn’t manage to pick them all before some of the
pods had dried out but now I don’t need to buy any seed
for next year. However, make sure they are stored in a
dry place where the mice can’t get at them or you’ll have
to but some more in the Spring after all.
I have also collected Delphinium and foxglove seeds,
which I will grow in seed trays next year and then plant
out. Much cheaper than buying them ready grown!
Some things seed themselves so don’t need their seeds
to be collected. Verbena Bonariensis for example, which
is a tall leggy perennial with flat heads of purple flowers,
has grown up in the troughs along with my strawberry
plants; presumably because I used my own compost the
seeds were already there!
The thing to do here is to dig them out in the autumn and
put them somewhere more suitable i.e. towards the back
of a bed.
Later this month you can collect tomato seeds. They
seed themselves in all sorts of places anyway so it can’t
be that hard! My daughter’s mother-in-law has grown
fully productive plants from the seeds in a can of
tomatoes. I’ll let you know how I get on!

They go very well with the huge dried ball-heads of
Allium Giganteum [Giant Onion]

What do you know
about the Bible? Want
to know more? This
autumn, ‘The Benefice of Goring and
Streatley with South
Stoke’ will be running an exciting new course in Goring.
Whether you are new to the Bible or want to go deeper,
this course is for you. The Bible course will show how all
the books, characters and events fit together to form
one BIG story from Genesis to Revelation. There will be
8 sessions and each will include video content, discussion and time for personal reflection. Between sessions
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
PS. I haven’t included the answers to last months questions as
anyone interested will already have looked them up on Google!

there are daily readings to help you prepare for the following week.
The course will be held in the Canterbury Room at St
Thomas’s church on Thursday evenings, beginning on
27th September, and then 4th October, 11th October, 1st
November, 8th November, 15th November, 22nd November and 29th November. Each session will begin at
7.30pm with coffee and cake and will finish at 9.15pm.
If you would like to come, please contact Jill Kirby at the
church office on 875651 or email Jill Kirby vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com.
We look forward to welcoming you.

September 2018
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A Night at the Museum
Wallingford Museum will have a
special one-off evening opening at
half price (Adults £2.50, accompanied children free as usual), on
Friday 26th Oct (6pm to 9pm) offering a chance to see our current
exhibitions and also take a look
'behind the scenes' at a time when
we are usually closed. You can
also find out more about how the
museum is run and what opportunities there are to join the
team of volunteers! www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Your Very Last Chance To Wee.....
Your Pet & The Buzzing of Bees . . .
Dogs and cats love to chase buzzing insects. Unfortunately, this means that insect bites and stings are fairly common, especially at this time of year. With most stings your
pet will experience some pain or irritation and localised
swelling, but sometimes things can be more serious.
Swelling associated with bites in the mouth can impair
breathing and, like with humans, individual animals may be
allergic to insect bites. This could potentially lead to anaphylaxis, a life threatening allergic reaction.
So what should you do if you suspect your pet has been
stung?
If they are otherwise well, you can attempt to remove the
sting (if left behind) - try grasping and pulling or otherwise
carefully scraping at the base of any poison sack. Most
dogs suffer stings to their face, paws or the inside of their
mouth where they have tried to capture the offending insect!
Wrapping ice or an ice pack in a towel and applying it to
the area can help relieve the pain. Localised swelling is
normal.
If your pet is struggling to breathe or collapses, call the
vets immediately. These are signs of an allergic reaction
and we will need to see them as soon as possible.
Call your vet if you are at all worried or the signs seem to
be persisting after a couple of hours.
Grass seeds in places they shouldn’t be are also common
at this time of year. The pointy end means they become
embedded in the skin very easily. Most commonly, these
get stuck down ears, up noses and in between toes where
they cause a lot of pain and irritation. You may notice varying symptoms such as licking at paws, head-shaking and
sneezing or coughing. These often come on very quickly,
so if you notice something out of the ordinary following a
walk/run in the fields, these little grass seeds may be to
blame so give your vet a call!
Removal of the seeds may sometimes require sedation or
anaesthetic. You can try and prevent them causing harm
by keeping hair between toes and around ears short and if
possible avoiding areas of high risk. Also inspect your dog
and remove any seeds and debris following a walk.
Larkmead Veterinary Group
Cholsey, Didcot, Sutton Courtenay and Benson
01491 651379 (Cholsey)
http://www.larkmead.co.uk/

New documentary research is revealed in the exhibition
'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story' which presents a
closer look at different parts of
the Castle.
There is also the 'Midsomer
Murders' display and the
growing 'At home with the
Queen of Crime: Agatha
Christie' where information
has been presented that has
been learned from several
people in the town who came into contact with the famous
crime writer.
The Museum is open until 30 November on Tuesdays to
Fridays 2.00pm - 5.00pm, and Saturdays 10.30am 5.00pm. www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

‘Late Saxon and Early Medieval Town Life In
Wallingford: Excavations At The Old
Waitrose Site, St Martin's Street, Wallingford’
Oliver Good (of Cotswold Archaeology) will talk to The
Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society
(TWHAS) about the archaeological excavations on the
former Waitrose site.
This talk will describe excavations at
the Old Waitrose site by Cotswold
Archaeology, which uncovered tantalising glimpses of Saxon and Medieval life in Wallingford. Evidence was
found of medieval street frontages,
with abundant evidence of occupation and economic activity, including
multiple refuse and cess pits and
wells. Particular interest related to evidence of tanning
activity and two Late Saxon timber-lined cellars.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 10th Oct, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.

Excerpted from Larkmead Life newsletter, August 2018
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

There is a last chance to see this year’s special exhibition
'Treasures with Tales' at Wallingford Museum, as the Museum closes for the winter on the 30th November, to prepare for new presentations in 2019. There are a wide variety of fascinating objects brought in by residents, each
with its own special significance - from exotic to fun to
poignant - or just beautiful ! Visitors are able to follow the
'Treasures Trail' and discover these things for themselves
throughout the museum. Each has its own 'tale' displayed
and can be enjoyed by the whole family.

Visitors (£4) are most welcome. www.twhas.org.uk
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Citizens Advice: Parking Tickets
There can be few experiences as disheartening and
utterly deflating as floating back to your car after some
marvellously therapeutic shopping trip, laden with parcels and shopping bags, to find a black and yellow
parking notification attached to your windscreen, like
some enormous striped stinging hornet - and certainly
having a stinging effect on your feelings too.
It could spoil anyone’s day - but don't let it! Don't panic,
don’t curse and don't waste any time before getting to
grips with the problem.

1066: A Medieval Mosaic Exhibition
1066: A Medieval Mosaic is a Guinness World Recordwinning exhibition which has toured a number of locations
in the UK before arriving at Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO Museum), Woodstock.
The mosaic took its creator Michael A. Linton 33 years to
complete after he started work on the piece in 1979. Made
from 33 million individual pieces of spring steel, the mosaic now measures 64 metres long and weighs 350kg. This
earned 1066: A Medieval Mosaic the title of the world’s
largest steel mosaic and a place in the Guinness Book of
World Records.
The mosaic re-creates the entirety of the original Bayeux
Tapestry, including the depiction of the Battle of Hastings,
but also expands on it with additional historic scenes. In
2005 Michael added an 8 metre 'Finale Section' which
depicts events leading up to the crowning of William the
Conqueror on Christmas Day 1066.
In 2012, a further 22 metre section was added to cover the
Battle of Fulford and the Battle of Stamford Bridge. These
added scenes bring this rec-creation close to twice the
length of the real Bayeux Tapestry.
To coincide with arrival of the mosaic, SOFO Museum will
also hold a mini-exhibition of objects that tell the story of
WW2 as the Bayeux tapestry does for the Norman Conquest. Visitors will be able to see these objects on display
until February 2019.
1066: A Medieval Mosaic will be on display from 5th September 2018 to 1st February 2019, throughout the museum’s regular opening hours and is included in the admission price.
While SOFO Museum typically charges an admission fee,
it will also celebrate Heritage Open Days this year by
opening its doors free of charge on Thursday 6th and
Thursday 13th September 2018. Visitors to these Open
Days can see not only the Bayeux Tapestry mosaic, but
also all of the museum’s permanent exhibits.
SOFO Museum is open Tuesday – Friday 10am to 5pm,
Saturdays 11am to 5pm, and Sundays 2pm to 5pm.
Changes to regular opening times are always added to the
museum website.
In addition to the exhibition of the mosaic itself, Michael
Linton will also give a talk about his work on the piece and
the history that surrounds the events depicted within it.
The talk will take place at SOFO Museum on 12th September 2018, with tickets available now through the museum
website.
Peggy Ainsworth
peggy.ainsworth@sofo.org.uk or frontofhouse.sofo.org.uk
01993 810 211, www.sofo.org.uk/
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Citizens Advice website has a useful section which
you should consult: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
law-and-courts/parking-tickets/.
If you think the ticket was justified (and let’s face it,
some of them are), one option is to pay the fine right
away, thus getting a substantial discount:

˗ 50% if you pay a Penalty Charge
Notice or Excess Charge Notice
within 14 days
˗ 40-60% if you pay a Parking Charge
Notice within 14 days
If you think that you were parked correctly and within the rules, or there were mitigating circumstances, you can try an appeal (but don't pay a
ticket issued by a parking company that isn't a member
of the Accredited Trade Association - they can't force
you to pay or take you to court).
If you appeal, you should explain that you didn't break
any rules, and, if possible, send evidence to prove it.
Citizens Advice is frequently consulted about parking
tickets. If you get one and aren't sure how to proceed,
it's comforting to know that there are sympathetic people you can talk to.
For more help, contact Citizens Advice on Adviceline
03444 111444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For locations and opening hours
see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-southvale
Darius Halpern
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau
news@osavcab.org.uk
www.caox.org.uk

New Grants To Help Voluntary Groups

The South Oxfordshire District Council has launched a
pilot grants scheme to give voluntary groups the chance to
apply for grants to support them to recruit volunteers.
Community groups have indicated that one of the biggest
obstacles they face when trying to attract volunteers is
finding money to meet training, transport and insurances
costs, so the Council has set aside £25,000 to provide
financial support.
Small voluntary groups can apply for a grant of between
£250 and £750 to help cover costs.
The grant scheme is being trialled and could be extended
in the future, depending on its success in helping to improve the district's voluntary sector. To find out more and
apply, see the Council website, the ’Volunteering’ section
(http://www.southoxon.gov.uk).
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The Herbert Protocol

News From The Woodcote Library

Emergency Information Scheme
For Vulnerable Adults

September 2018

A new service is being offered by The Care Hub in Goring, in association with the Thames Valley Police, for
carers of those with dementia and other adults at risk of
going missing.
What is The Herbert Protocol?
The Herbert Protocol initiative is named after George
Herbert, a war veteran of the Normandy landings, who
lived with dementia. It consists of a form for recording
key information which the police will require if the vulnerable person goes missing. This is sent to the police,
together with a photograph.
Carers, family members and friends should complete
part one of the form in advance, and obtain a recent
photograph of the vulnerable person. In the event the
person goes missing, Part Two should be completed
and handed to the Police service. This process saves
the police precious minutes at the beginning of a
search as they will have all the pertinent information to
hand immediately. This could mean all the difference in
finding a missing loved one.
Please call or stop by The Care Hub, in the Arcade, if
you have questions or to pick up a Herbert Protocol
form. Or you can read more and download the form
from here: https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/policeforces/thames-valley-police/areas/au/about-us/theherbert-protocol/
More information can be obtained from:
Leigh Abbott
Community Engagement Coordinator
The Care Hub, 8 The Arcade, Goring.
T: 01491 525639 E: leigh.abbott@q1care.co.uk

Fire-Damaged District Council HQ
Demolition Has Begun

Demolition work has started at the former headquarters
of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Council. Excavators have moved in on-site this week to
dismantle the building, which was severely damaged in
an arson attack in 2015. The reception area, where the
fire was started, is among the first sections to be demolished.
The contractors have been at the site, in Benson Lane,
Crowmarsh Gifford, since early July carrying out preparatory works before starting demolition. It is expected
to take around three months to completely clear the
site.
The contractors are salvaging as many leftover materials from the building as possible so that they can be
recycled or re-used.
Cllr Jane Murphy, Leader of South Oxfordshire District
Council, which owns the site, said: “So far, everything is
going to plan and the demolition work is being carried
out with neighbouring properties in mind. We’re continuing to work with the contractors to minimise disruption
and I’d once again like to thank residents for their patience.”
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Firstly, a warm welcome back to all the teachers and
school children both new and not so new. We look forward
to seeing you all soon!
Exciting news! From the 27th September 2018, the Library are very pleased to be able to have on display
research from Mike Willoughby, amateur historian
and published local author – entitled ‘The Many Faces of Woodcote House’. The display tells the largely
unknown history of the lovely building that is now
known as The Oratory School. On Saturday 29th September from 10am, Mike will also be available here to
answer any questions on his research and would be
interested in any stories, pictures or reminisces you
may have tucked away. Be sure to pop in!
The Summer Reading
Challenge ‘Mischief Makers’
has been very successful and
is being enjoyed by all.
Remember, your child has
until Saturday 15th September to finish and get their medal,
certificate and an invite to our finisher’s event – which is on
Saturday 22nd September at 11am. Our Library support
group OWL (Our Woodcote Library) are holding the coffee
shop in the Community Centre next door that day – so
even more reason to come along .
‘Oxfordshire Reads’ finishes on Saturday 8th September.
Please make sure that you have filled in your
recommendation card and returned it to us – so you can be
entered into the free prize draw for some terrific prizes.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/oxfordshirereads
September 18th is Read an Ebook day!
http://readanebookday.com/. Did you know that
Oxfordshire Libraries provides free Ebooks and free Eaudio
books through the Libby app and Overdrive? Thousands of
titles and no late fees for active Library members. Pop into
the Library for more details. Or look up information on
www.Oxfordshire.gov.uk/ebooks.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions re-commence after the
summer break on Thursday 6th September at 10am. Come
along with your under 5 for stories, rhymes, songs and fun!
The next meeting of the adult book group is Monday 17th
September at the usual time of 6pm.
Health Clinics this month are on Wednesday 12th and
Wednesday 26th 9.30-10.30
New members are always most welcome!

Joanne Green
01491 682323

Woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Biodiversity Offset Proposal
The Greater West Programme

Network Rail, via the Trust for Oxfordshire's Environment (TOE), are particularly interested in hearing from
people in the area as they are aware of the visual impact there has been on the landscape from tree removal and erection of the gantries as part of line electrification. Applications for funds to support biodiversity enhancement projects are being invited.
Network Rail committed to no net loss of biodiversity
resulting from the electrification process and are working with TOE to deliver biodiversity projects to replace
the habitat lost when the trees and scrub were removed
from the lineside. The funding is separate from any
mitigation for landscape impact. However, it is possible
to create biodiversity improvement, meeting the requirements of this scheme, while also providing some positive improvement on the landscape.
The final deadline for applications is 26th October. There is further information available on our website

The Leatherne Bottel reopens

The Leatherne Bottel restaurant between Goring and
South Stoke has reverted to its old name and reopened
with a brand new team and a modern British menu.
The team want to promote the Leatherne Bottel as a really
fun place to visit. They have a genuine passion for what
they do and the menus, together with drinks being offered,
are evolving to reflect this.
As well as the Weekday Set Lunch, A la Carte and Sunday
Evening Small Plates Menu, the restaurant is introducing a
Tasting Menu with cocktail pairings and a whole host of
exciting events in the run up to Christmas.
Find out more on the restaurant’s website https://
leathernebottel.co.uk or follow The Leatherne Bottel’s social media accounts to be the first to hear about news and
events.

https://www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk/network-rail-1.
Lynn Parker
Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment
01865 407003, admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton

adverts@southstoke.org.uk

Cholsey Repair Café
The Cholsey Repair Café has now held several successful sessions, fixing all manner of domestic items
from toys to tools, coats to clocks. Our next event will
be held at the Cholsey Pavilion from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday 8th September and we are happy to extend the service to villages near to Cholsey.
Sustainable Wallingford also runs a repair café as part
of its quarterly Swap Shops; the next of these is due on
Saturday 29th September at Centre 70, opening at 9.45
a.m., while Didcot Repair Café will be on Saturday 22nd
September. Clearly, September will be a good month to
think about getting your favourite stuff mended!
Another Cholsey Repair Café is expected on Saturday
10th November.
Ian Wheeler, Co-ordinator

ian@cholsey.com

We Need Your Old Ties!

For an upcoming theatrical production of
Shakespeare’s 12th Night, we are looking
to receive donations of lots and lots of old
ties - all eras and colours - for the costume
design. They can be dropped off at Bright
Ravens, or contact Chris Bertrand
(candjbertrand@gmail.com) or Bryan
Urbick (editor@southstoke.org.uk).

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Start a new relationship with
a marvellous hairdresser
Why not call in for a complimentary consultation with a member of our friendly
team?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your visit when booking in with Mark, Karen or
Luke:

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in August 2018

September 2nd 11.15am Family Service re-starts
with Rev Steve Johnson
September 9th 11.15am Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
We are joined by St
Mary’s Streatley
September 16th 11.15am Matins (Book of
Common Prayer)
September 23rd 11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)
September 30th 10.30am United Benefice Holy
Communion at St
Thomas’ Goring. No
service at St Andrew’s.
There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after all
services.
The Prayer Meeting is Tuesday 4th September at
2.30pm in St Andrew’s Church. The monthly Coffee
Morning is Wednesday 19th September from
10.30am - 12.00noon in the church.
The Historic Churches Cycle Ride takes place on
Saturday 8th September and St Andrew's will have a
signing-in table from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm at the
Church Door. Any cyclist who would like to join the
sponsored event can find details on the welcome
table at St Andrew's.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
The Benefice Office is open on weekday mornings
during the interregnum. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Voice-mails will be followed up. The
website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and emails can
be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.

September 8th

Cholsey Repair Café,
(Cholsey Pavilion, 11.00am
- 2.00pm)

September 10th

South Stoke Village Hall &
Recreation Ground Charity,
Annual General Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

September 11th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

September 19th

Coffee Morning. All
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

September 27th

The Bible Course (St
Thomas’ Church, Goring,
7.30pm - 9.15pm)

October 1st

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

October 4th

The Bible Course (St
Thomas’ Church, Goring,
7.30pm - 9.15pm)

October 11th

The Bible Course (St
Thomas’ Church, Goring,
7.30pm - 9.15pm)

October 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, The Poor Law in
the 18th Century, Deborah
Hayter (Village Hall)

November 10th

Cholsey Repair Café,
(11.00am - 2.00pm,
Cholsey Pavilion)

November 30th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Judith Curthoys,
Christ Church Archivist
(Village Hall)

Harry Hogg & Michael Codner, Church Wardens

Next Issue

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
October
issue:
Sunday 28th September 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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