All Councillors are summoned to a Council Meeting, to be held at
South Stoke Village Hall on Monday 20th August 2018 at 7.30pm
Agenda – Meeting of South Stoke Parish Council
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Declaration of Interests by Councillors on any items on the Agenda.
3. Public Forum - an opportunity for members of the public to express their point of view on any
item on the agenda. With the Chairman’s permission, a member of the public may express their
point of view on specific items of business. Ten minutes are reserved for this.
4. To approve minutes of the meeting of 18th June 2018
5. Chairman’s announcements
6. Planning Applications – to discuss and agree Council’s response to the following planning
applications:
6.1. P18/S2099/HH - Wallingford Road South Stoke RG8 0JD: Garage/workshop with store
above with raised roof following previous approval
7. To review status of CIL demands (AS)
8. To receive reports from the representative of Oxfordshire County Council and South
Oxfordshire District Council.
(Appendices A, A1)
9. Community Hall Project Working Group – to receive an update on activities and to consider
changing the structure of the Working Group to a Council Committee. Proposed Terms of
Reference attached (BU).
(Appendix B)
10. Housing Development Project Working Group – to receive an update on activities and consider
a proposal to fund a professional Housing Needs Survey, the estimated cost being between
£1,700 and £3,000 (RM).
11. Amenities Charity – to receive an update on activities and consider signatures to a lease for the
Community Shop (BU).
12. Finance
12.1.
To approve the payments reports and note receipts for June and July 2018
(Appendices C, C1)
12.2.
To note the reconciled bank account and reserves balances as at 31 July 2018
(Appendix D)
12.3.
To review expenditure against budget as at 15 August 2018 and to consider increase
to AC grant funds by £2,000 (carry over of previous year’s SODC grant to cover swings)
(Appendix E)
13. To note that The Village Community Shop is now a member of Oxfordshire Community and
Voluntary Action Group
14. To consider signatories on the bank account (currently BU and AS).

Colin Ratcliff; Clerk

15 August 2018

15. To consider a report on Tree Management in The Park.
Appendices F, F1)
16. To receive a report on the Henley and District Local TVP Area Forum (RM).
17. To review progress on actions from previous Parish Council meetings and agree any revision of
actions on the action list.
18. To receive items of correspondence and agree actions arising
18.1.
To consider an email regarding maintenance of a ditch at Ferry Road, The Street
junction.
(C1)
18.2.
To consider offer of a sapling and plaque to celebrate the end of WW1 (C2)
18.3.
To consider an email from Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment regarding biodiversity
project grants.
(C3)
19. Matters for future discussion
20. To confirm the date and time of the next Meeting.

Colin Ratcliff; Clerk

15 August 2018

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH STOKE PARISH COUNCIL
South Stoke Village Hall 19:30 Monday 18 June 2018
Members Present:
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Members

Bryan Urbick (BU)
Roy McMillan (RM)
Andrew Scrivener (AS)
Gareth Dean (GD)
Diana Hathaway (DH) (From Item 2)

Officers Present:
Clerk

Colin Ratcliff (CR)

Public and Press:

Nicky Kennedy, Tanya Seabrook, Derek Goodland

18/104

Apologies for absence
None

18/105

To consider the appointment of Diana Hathaway as a co-opted member of council
Resolved: That DH be co-opted

18/106

To receive declaration of member’s acceptance of office
Received

18/107

Declaration of Interests by Councillors on any items on the Agenda
None

18/108

Public Forum
Mr Goodland raised a question on a structure built in the garden of 7 The Gardens, wondering
whether planning permission should have been obtained.
RM stated Sovereign Homes own and rent the property, they are making enquiries with their
property services and would report back.

18/109

To approve minutes of the meeting of 21 May 2018
Resolved: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.

18/110

Chairman’s announcements
None

18/111

To review status of CIL demands
Nothing new. First payment of £2,873.52 received.

18/112

To receive reports from the representative of Oxfordshire County Council and South Oxfordshire
District Council.
No reports received

18/113

Community Hall Project – to receive an update on activities.
Nicky Kennedy had concerns about the location and restricted access to the site. BU stated two
options as agreed some time ago were currently being considered for a mini consultation in the
village. It was suggested that the consultation could be delayed to cover a wider remit as the

Signed:
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Dated:

estimated cost had significantly increased. DH had some concerns over the proposed joint
planning application.
RM explained some of the history and explained relevant issues. AS suggested the consultation
should include the ‘journey’ to the current position and invite comments on the wider issues. It
was agreed that a suggestion be made to the Working Group to potentially delay the consultation
for additional information to be provided on the concept to allow a fuller consultation.
BU read an email from Geoff Ward asking for additional appointees to be approved to the working
group in fundraising and grant application roles.
Resolved: That Lou Verrill, Shannon Stegeman and Kevin Flynn be appointed to the working group
for grants and Sally Woodall for fundraising.
18/114

Housing Development Project Working Group – to receive an update on activities and to
consider agreement to the following note “The Parish Council has considered the proposals for a
joint planning application to develop a new village hall/shop on the Recreation Ground and 25
homes [mixed tenure and house sizes as per previous consultations] on the Glebe Field. It is
agreed that the Parish Council via the South Stoke Housing Development Working Group will
continue to work collaboratively with the Diocese of Oxford, leading to the submission of a
single planning application over both sites to help link the development of the new village
hall/shop to the provision of additional housing for the village.”
Tanya Seabrook raised concerns over wildlife on The Glebe and questioned the need for 25
houses on the site. BU noted the housing needs survey that had been done which identified a
requirement for 11 affordable housing units in the village, which would not otherwise be available
from piecemeal development, and that wildlife surveys would be a prerequisite to any planning
application. RM noted there had been two consultations, both identified the need and The Glebe
as the optimum location. AS noted that it was the Diocese’s view that in order to allow funds to be
released from the development for use within the village, a joint application would be necessary,
and agreement to the motion was required to allow the Diocese to progress to a point that
further discussion could take place on potential figures. DH reiterated her objection to a joint
application on moral grounds that each should stand alone.
Resolved: That the wording of the note as above be approved.

18/115

Amenities Charity – to receive an update on activities.
RM, BU and Chris Bertrand had attended a meeting with the AC’s legal advisor who had given
them options on the way forward for the Recreation Ground, Shop, Community Hall and the
Charity.
GD stated the swings were now operational.

18/116

Finance
1 To approve the payments’ report and note receipts for May 2018
Resolved: That the report be approved.
2 To note the reconciled bank account and reserves balances as at 31 May 2018
Resolved: Noted. CR was asked to circulate the CIL expenditure categories for decisions to be
taken regularly on potential use of CIL funds.
3 To review expenditure against budget as at 12 June 2018
Resolved: Reviewed – no changes.

18/117
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To consider individual councillor’s responsibilities
RM had previously circulated some suggestions regarding the split of responsibilities between
Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Dated:

Resolved: To accept those suggestions; for Mick Walsh’s responsibilities to go to BU, BU to be
appointed as the representative to the AC instead of GD and John Verrill’s responsibilities to go to
BU. All to be reviewed again later.
18/118

To consider proposals to amend procurement levels
Appendix F referred. An amendment to the figures was proposed and agreed.
Resolved: That procurement levels in para 11.1(b) be amended to under £1000, £1,000 to £3,000
and £3,000 to £50,000.

18/119

To consider request to SODC regarding ACV (Asset of Community Value) application on Perch
and Pike
It was noted the previous application had expired and a new request would have to be made.
Resolved: That a new application be made.

18/120

To consider the question of responsibility for/ownership of the immediate Slipway area
RM stated there was apparently no ownership of the Slipway although the lane was adopted by
OCC. SSPC have maintained the area for many years and asked whether the PC should apply for
title to the land and take on formal responsibility.
Resolved: That an application be made to the Land Registry for title.

18/121

To review progress on actions from previous Parish Council meetings and agree any revision of
actions on the action list.
See list below - new comments being in bold.

18/122

To receive items of correspondence and agree actions arising
1 An email had been received regarding an event at the School the previous weekend where parking
issues ensued in The Street. It was agreed BU would write a letter to the School Governors about
the issue.

18/

Matters for future discussion
None

18/

Next Meeting – confirmed as Monday 16 July 2018 at 19:30 in South Stoke Village Hall.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21:48
Abbreviations (where used):
AC
AONB
CIL
OCC
PCSO
SODC
SSPC
TPO

Amenities Charity (South Stoke Village Hall and Recreation Ground Charity)
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Community Infrastructure Levy
Oxfordshire County Council
Police Community Support Officer
South Oxfordshire District Council
South Stoke Parish Council
Tree Protection Order

Signed:

Dated:
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Minute

Item

Housing
Development
Project
Working
Group
Network Rail
&
Electrification
Infrastructure

Action/Progress

Action
By

Complete/ Status
review
date

Standing Agenda Item
Open
The line between Didcot and Reading is now
electrified. Gantry consultation:
[previous completed actions deleted]
20/11/17 Meeting held with NWR –public
consultation potentially Spring 2018.
26/4/18 BU expected an update at the next
meeting
21/5/18 RAG have asked for confirmation
funds are still available for retro-fitting

Better Road
Safety

Summary – SSPC are seeking to improve road
safety through the village in discussion with
OCC.
[previous completed actions deleted]
20/11/17 Larger signs outstanding, MW has
asked OCC about speed check area signs. Will
be assisting PCSO in Community Speed Check.
Lines have been repainted at the crossroads
“on the prairie”, but OCC Highways had
advised that a staggered junction would not
be possible.
21/5/18 Chris Bertrand is taking over speed
check coordination, Larger signs still
outstanding RM to check with MW
18/6/18 One speed check done, more to
follow. AS questioned the use of children - to RM/CR
check with PCSO and Insurers.

Parish Tree
Management

Signed:
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Open

The number of location of trees on public land
to be identified. RM agreed to continue his
work mapping all trees within public areas of
the greater part of the Village.
26/4/18 amended to The Park only with a
view to a Tree Condition Survey. GD would
obtain a quote from local arborist and CR
from the Woodland Trust.
21/5/18 Woodland Trust quote approved
CR

Dated:

July 2018

Open

July 2018

Open

Minute

Item

17/598

Community
Hall Project
Working
Group

17/599

Dovecot
Manor Farm

Grass cutting
Quotes
17/606

17/596

Action/Progress

Action
By

Complete/ Status
review
date

Standing Agenda Item
18/113 - 18/6/18 suggestion to be made to
the Working Group to delay the consultation
for additional information to be provided on
the concept to allow a fuller consultation

BU

June 2018

Open

Repairs to Dovecot
[previous completed actions deleted]
19/3/18 RM has written to Historic England –
awaits a reply

Historic
England

Unknown

Open

BU

July 2018

Open

RM

Sept 2018

Open

26/4/18 Defer tennis courts due to JV
resignation.
GD to progress school use potential
21/5/18 ongoing

GD

July
2018

Open

18/12/17 – GD to draft letter for SODC
19/2/18 Ongoing
26/4/18 SODC replied but GD has further
questions, No reply from OCC
21/5/18 further questions sent, no reply yet

GD

Sept 2018

Open

Ad-Hoc grass cutting
21/8/17 GD to obtain quotes
18/9/17 GD getting further contacts
20/11/17 GD meeting Graham Ambler soon
18/12/17 Ongoing
21/5/18 – quotes not yet obtained – action
now with BU. Procurement levels for
discussion at next meeting.
18/6/18 Levels agreed. Quotes to be
obtained

Footpaths

Evidence Gathering for designated footpaths
[previous completed actions deleted]
21/5/18 RM still collating information

17/624

17/684

18/13/5
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The Park

Electric
vehicle
charging
points

General Data
Protection
Regs.

Meeting with the School to discuss options
for the Park.
[previous completed actions deleted]

15/1/18 Commence use of dedicated SSPC
email accounts by all councillors before May
19/2/18 Ongoing

Dated:

Minute

Item

Action/Progress

Action
By

26/4/18 CR to set passwords and circulate
instructions. BU to arrange opt in for email list
via Mailchimp only. Any other email lists to be
deleted.
21/5/18 details sent, BU set up - awaits
completion by others.
18/6/18 RM also set up – others to be done
GD/AS/DH
asap.
18/50

18/72/2

Provision of
posts at The
Slipway

Deep Clean
by Biffa

19/3/18 approved – GD to liaise with Chris
Bertrand
26/4/18 Quote obtained – ongoing
21/5/18 Three quotes needed due to value
18/6/18 Check quote in line with new
financial regs.

GD/CR

Complete/ Status
review
date

July 2018

Open

July 2018

Open

26/4/18 GD to liaise with CB, and submit
areas for cleaning before any SODC deadline
21/5/18 RM will contact SODC asap
18/6/18 Completed

Closed

18/101/1

Notice Board

21/5/18 BU to contact enquirer about poems
18/6/18 Completed

18/108

Planning
Question

7 The Gardens. Question on structure built.
18/6/18 Awaits reply from Sovereign Homes

RM

July 2018

Open

ACV

ACV application on Perch and Pike
18/6/18 New application to be made

RM

July 2018

Open

18/119

Closed

18/120

Slipway

Application for Title to the Slipway

CR/RM

Sept 2018

Open

18/122

School

Letter regarding Events
18/6/18 BU to write letter to Governors

BU

July 2018

Open
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APPENDIX A

REPORT TO GORING DIVISION PARISH COUNCIL JULY 2018
FROM CLLR KEVIN BULMER
GENERAL OCC REPORT
SHARED SERVICE ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN OCC AND CDC
As reported previously, OCC and Cherwell District Council (CDC) are considering a proposal for
shared service arrangements under a joint chief executive, while retaining separate councillor
bodies, budgets and decision-making processes. The exact arrangements for sharing services
and joining up functions still need to be worked out in detail and then agreed separately by each
council. They will be implemented incrementally. Approval to move to the next stage was given
by OCC’s Cabinet on Monday 4 June. OCC’s Remuneration Committee subsequently agreed to
recommend the appointment of Yvonne Rees, the current Chief Executive of CDC, as joint
Chief Executive of the County Council and Cherwell District Council. The appointment process
now moves on to both Full Councils of OCC (10 July) and CDC (16 July). The final decision
therefore remains a decision for Members.
DELAYED TRANSFERS OF CARE – OXFORDSHIRE FIGURES ARE IMPROVING
Delayed transfer of care (DToC) cases are now at the lowest level for many years in
Oxfordshire. The latest national figures published by the Department of Health showed that the
average number of people delayed has fallen from 168 in April 2017 to 117 this April. Since
April 2018, the number of delays has fallen further and is currently only 78 – more than halving
in just over a year. Effective and sustained joint working by OCC and the NHS across
Oxfordshire has seen consistent and on-going reductions in the number of people delayed in
hospital. Department of Health figures showed a 44% decrease in the number of social care
delays, and a drop in the overall number of days delayed in a hospital. Only 13% of delays were
attributable to social care, which is down from 15% in March 2017.
COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET OUTTURN HITS THE MARK
The council’s Cabinet received final budget figures for the 2017/18 financial year at its meeting
on Tuesday, June 19. OCC managed its net budget with 99.8 per cent accuracy for 2017/18,
with an underspend of just £1m (0.2 per cent) on an overall service budget of £422m.
SITE ALLOCATIONS CONSULTATION ON MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN
The council reached a new milestone in the ongoing planning process to decide where minerals
can be extracted and waste management facilities can be located in June with Cabinet asked to
approve a site consultation exercise. This will take place in July-September and it will be open
to all interested organisations and individuals to respond. All parish councils, environmental and
community groups, organisations and individuals who have previously asked to be informed
about the plan will be notified when the consultation starts, where the consultation documents
can be seen and how to respond. A core strategy was adopted by the council in September
2017 and it was always planned that work on specific site allocations would follow this.
The report can be viewed here:
http://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s42394/CA_JUN1918R15%20MWLPSitesPlan_Report_final.pdf
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HIGHWAYS UPDATE
The bad winter has taken its toll on road conditions across the county, so OCC welcomed the
additional £2.7m the Government has provided for this year; additional gangs have been
employed to ensure we utilise the funds during the summer months. Last month 6,236 defects
were repaired showing progress is being made on the defects reported during the bad weather.
A fact sheet has been produced giving details about the condition of the county’s highways and
the actions being taken to maintain them. This will be issued to all councillors and parish clerks
during the month of July.
OXFORDSHIRE’S NEW DOMESTIC ABUSE SERVICE LAUNCHED
A new domestic abuse service for Oxfordshire was launched in June. The new service was set
up by OCC in partnership with District Councils and the Office of the Police and Crime
Commissioner for the Thames Valley. The service is designed to be highly inclusive to address
emotional and practical support needs for any victim suffering or fleeing domestic abuse in
Oxfordshire. It incorporates a single access point for victims and professionals, communitybased Outreach Workers and Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVA) and includes
specialist workers to support young people and Black Asian Minority Ethnic and Refugee
(BAMER) communities. There is also a program to support victims with complex needs.
Victims fleeing abuse will be able to access refuge in Banbury and in one other location, located
in either Didcot or Oxford. In addition, the service launches a new model of refuge, delivered
from dispersed locations across Oxfordshire, benefiting those unable to access conventional
refuge services including male victims, victims with live in carers and families with older male
sons. To report concerns, please use the A2Dominion ODAS helpline (0800 731 0055) or
oxfordshiredomestic@a2dominion.org.uk
NHS HEALTH CHECKS
OCC-funded NHS Health Checks are designed to spot early warnings of stroke, kidney and
heart disease, Type 2 diabetes and dementia. They are available to anyone aged between the
ages of 40 and 74 who has not already been diagnosed with an existing cardiovascular
condition. They are free and applicants will be invited to have one once every five years. GP
surgeries will automatically send out invitations, but if one is not received, residents should
contact their surgery and make an appointment. The check will take around 20 to 30 minutes.
For further information about free NHS Health Checks visit:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/nhshealthcheck
FIGHTING BACK AGAINST THE SCAMMERS
OCC is an enthusiastic backer of Friends Against Scams, a national scheme run by the
country’s trading standards services, which aims to:
• Highlight the scale of the problem by getting communities and the nation talking about
scams.
• Change the perceptions of why people become scam victims.
• Prevent people from becoming or continuing to be a scam victim by providing more
adequate support.
• Recruit people to join the fight against scams to make this a scam-free nation
Friends Against Scams works on several levels. It has a website which gives detailed
information on the huge variety of scams as well as encouraging visitors to take a more active
role. Residents can become a ‘friend’ by completing an online course or build up to become a
SCAMbassador – giving talks to local groups and organisations – after receiving further face-toPage 2 of 3

APPENDIX A
face training by OCC’s own Trading Standards Service. For further information visit the Friends
Against Scams website. Advice is available on 03454 04 05 06.

Address:Councillor Kevin Bulmer, County Hall, New Road, Oxford OX1 1ND
Email/Tel:kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 07803005680
Twitter:Kevin Bulmer @bulmer_kevin
https://www.facebook.com/CllrKevinBulmer/#
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District report by District Councillor
kevin Bulmer
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SODC A Conservative District Councillor's View
(Or What The Council Is Doing)

August 2018.
Councillor grants scheme 2018/19 now open
The District grants scheme is now open I have a modest £5,000 to
distribute to worth schemes.
Applications to :- grants@southandvale.gov.uk
Basic rules of the scheme
• Projects must benefit the community in the councillor’s
ward area
• The minimum grant is £250 and the maximum £5,000
for each councillor (budget permitting)
• We can fund up to 100 per cent of the total cost of a
project (budget permitting)
• The total project cost for applications for capital
projects is £10,000 or less (one-off revenue projects
have no such maximum)
• If successful, you must complete the project within 12
months of our grant award decision
Who is eligible?
• Town and parish councils and parish meetings (unless
they operate a grant scheme of their own or budget for
giving grants/donations in their annual budget)

1
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Local constituted ‘not for profit’ organisations whose
primary purpose is to benefit the residents of South
Oxfordshire.
Who is not eligible?
• Other local authorities/public sector bodies (for
example Oxfordshire County Council, NHS trusts)
• Groups who raise funds on behalf of or will
improve/create facilities that will predominately benefit
an ineligible organisation (like PTAs delivering
projects to benefit their school)
• Individuals (this includes making any payments to
individuals on behalf of community groups)
• Profit-based businesses (private businesses)
• Political and lobbying groups
• Organisations who give grants or fund other not-forprofit organisations
• Nationwide organisations
Please note you will need to provide the following
document(s) to support your application:
• A recent bank statement for each account held in your
organisation's name
The following documents must also be available upon
request (For Audit purposes we will check these for every
fifth applicaiton and organisaitosn we've not funded in the
last 12 months):
• A copy of your governing document (like a
constitution, set of rules, articles of association etc)
• Detailed financial records
• Confirmation that the organisation has named officers,
members or trustees on a management
committee/board
•

It’s a yellow letter day in South and Vale as residents
are urged to confirm their details
2
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Residents in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are urged to respond to a
yellow letter which will arrive through their letter boxes in the coming days.
The 'Household Enquiry Form' requires people to confirm who currently lives in their
property.
As soon as people get their yellow letter they should visit
householdresponse.com/southandvale to confirm their details are correct or, if
not, provide the correct information. You will need the code on the yellow letter to
do this.

No imminent decision on Oxfordshire unitary council
proposal
The government will not be making a decision on the proposals for a single unitary
council for Oxfordshire for the foreseeable future.
The Minister for Local Government has written to the Leaders of South Oxfordshire and
Vale of White Horse District Councils explaining that the Ministry for Housing,
Communities and Local Government is not currently planning to announce a decision.
In his letter, the Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP explained that the government will be pausing
its consideration for a unitary council while other changes to local government in
Oxfordshire take place. Oxfordshire County Council is currently entering into a new
partnership with Cherwell District Council after Cherwell’s agreements with South
Northamptonshire District Council came to an end as part of the restructuring of local
government in Northamptonshire.
Cllr Jane Murphy, Leader at South Oxfordshire, said: “While we await a decision, we’re
doing everything we can to work more closely across Oxfordshire and the minister
acknowledged the positive work we’re doing with our partner councils to secure the very
best infrastructure to support the housing growth happening in the county.”

Council calls on MPs to back its preferred
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway route
The Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council is calling on MPs to back its preferred
route for the proposed Oxford to Cambridge Expressway.
Cllr Jane Murphy has written to the Rt Hon Chris Grayling, Secretary of State for
Transport, setting out that the Council’s preference for the Expressway is Corridor C,
which would run between Milton Keynes and the A34 at Bicester via Buckinghamshire to
the north and west of Oxford, along with sub-option C1 which would link back to the A34
between Abingdon and Didcot.
The Council believes its preferred route is the best option because:
it would more closely align with the current main route along this corridor: A34•
M40-A421- M1, helping alleviate congestion along this route
it would more closely align with the growth locations along the corridor such as
•
Bicester and Didcot Garden Town, and potential further growth areas in
Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire
3
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it would more closely align with the other key east-west infrastructure schemes,
such as East-West Rail.

The letter to the Secretary of State also sets out that, given the potential environmental
harm to southern Oxfordshire, further consultation and engagement will be needed
should it be decided by Highways England to back an alternative south of Oxford route.

Housing developer appeal rejected
A housing development of 95 homes in Sonning Common cannot go ahead after a
planning inspector rejected an appeal by the developer.
South Oxfordshire District Council originally rejected the planning application for a
development off Kennylands Road for a number of reasons, including the proposed
development would harm the character and appearance of the local countryside, and
because it wasn’t consistent with the Sonning Common Neighbourhood Plan.
The developer appealed but the inspector dismissed it saying the site adds positively to
the setting of the village and that the harm to this and the wider countryside would be
significant if the development went ahead.
Cllr Felix Bloomfield, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Planning at South
Oxfordshire District Council, said: “We’re delighted the inspector has agreed that this
proposal would not be sustainable development and would cause harm to the character
and setting of one of our attractive larger villages. I’m also very pleased he gave
significant weight to the local Neighbourhood Plan, which local residents worked
very hard on and continue to do so.”

Report by :-

Kevin Bulmer
District Councillor
Goring & South Stoke Ward
M: 07803 005680 E: Kevin.Bulmer@southoxon.gov.uk
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Community Hall Committee
Terms of Reference (draft, proposed)
1. The Community Hall Committee shall be a committee of the council.
2. There shall be delegated to the committee of the council the powers, duties and functions of the
council as set out in the following clause 4 and sub-clauses). Any other matter will normally be
submitted to the council as a recommendation for its decision.
3. No committee decision on expenditure shall cause the committee’s budget to be exceeded
without the prior approval of the council (as per section 3 of the Financial Regulations).
4. The Parish Plan Re-Fresh (2015) projects ‘New Village Hall’ and ‘Permanent Premises for the
Village Shop’ that have, after consultation, been merged into one project ‘Community Hall’. The
committee’s role is to consider all matters and develop a detailed plan with the view to deliver
both new hall facilities and a permanent premises for the Shop.
a. To liaise with the necessary individuals and organisations about the planned Community
Hall, to ensure that the plan put forward is deemed feasible and appropriate.
b. To work with the council appointed architect to develop the detail of the plans and to
prepare for a full planning application, appointing sub-contractors as necessary to
complete the necessary tasks for the application.
c. To ensure appropriate consultation with the parishioners about the proposed plan, prior
to any planning application being submitted.
d. To develop a funding plan, applying for grants and/or other sources of funding as
necessary, to support the delivery of the project
e. To regularly report to the Council on the activities and decisions made, in the form of
official minutes of each meeting, publicly held, in which decisions about the project are
made.
5. The final decision to put forward a full planning application for the Community Hall project will
be taken by the council, after being provided the formal recommendation of the committee.
6. Members of the committee shall be appointed by the council, and all the necessary governance
documents must be completed by each member prior to the member being involved in any
decision.
7. The terms of reference shall be reviewed whenever the council’s standing orders are reviewed.

These terms of reference were approved by council on 20 August 2018 to take immediate effect.

APPENDIX C
South Stoke Parish Council
Payments and Receipts June 2018
Payments
Payee
Ashburton Ltd
Ashburton Ltd
Ashburton Ltd
Ashburton Ltd
Christ Church Oxford
Goring Press
Graham Ambler
HMRC
Owens Galliver Architects
Swift Office Stuff
Tim Pearce QS

Description
Grass cutting May 3rd cut
Grass cutting / strim June 4th cut
Strimming May
Spraying June
Bus Shelter Rent
Newsletter Printing June
Grass Cutting
Tax & NI May
Stages 1 and 2 Community Hall
Paper & Ink
QS Community Hall

4350
4350
4350
4350
4255
4080
4300
4000
4405
4010
4405

Total
Receipts
From
Influential Computers
Arborcare Ltd
Sue Allen
Goring Gap Electrical
Garden Tamers
TSB
Total

Amount
£168.00
£288.00
£72.00
£120.00
£10.00
£250.00
£207.00
£144.40
£1,800.00
£12.08
£258.00

Date
15/06/2018
21/06/2018
06/06/2018
22/06/2018
22/06/2018
22/06/2017
22/06/2018
07/06/2018
14/06/2018
15/06/2018
14/06/2018

Ref
BACS 34/18
BACS 37/18
BACS 27/18
BACS 38/18
BACS 36/18
BACS 35/18
BACS 39/18
BACS 29/18
BACS 31/18
BACS 32/18
BACS 33/18

£3,329.48

Description
Newsletter advert
Newsletter advert
Park grazing
Newsletter advert
Newsletter advert
Bank Interest

1000
1000
1005
1000
1000
1090

Amount
£32.50
£60.00
£20.00
£32.50
£60.00
£0.98
£205.98

Date
12/06/2018
27/06/2018
06/06/2018
13/06/2018
24/06/2018
10/06/2018

Ref
Inv 059
Inv 056
Inv 055
Inv 060
Inv 062
DC

APPENDIX C1
South Stoke Parish Council
Payments and Receipts July 2018
Payments
Payee
Ashburton Ltd
C Ratcliff
C Ratcliff
Goring Press
HMRC
Rialtas Business Solutions
SODC

Description
Mowing 5th cut & Overgrowth
Salary June
Salary July
Newsletter Printing July
Tax & NI June
Software maintenance
Dog bin emptying Apr-Jun 2018

4350
4000
4000
4080
4000
4076
4310

Total
Receipts
From
Wheelers (Oatpoint)
Warminghams
HMRC
Sue Allen
NR Cox & Partners
TSB
Total

Amount
£240.00
£210.25
£210.25
£192.50
£140.00
£142.80
£13.09

Date
06/07/2018
05/07/2018
31/07/2018
30/07/2018
09/07/2018
30/07/2018
30/07/2018

Ref
BACS 40/18
BACS 41/18
BACS 46/18
BACS 43/18
BACS 42/18
BACS 44/18
BACS 47/18

£1,148.89

Description
Newsletter advert
Newsletter advert
VAT repayment
Park grazing
Newsletter advert
Bank Interest

1000
1000
115
1005
1000
1090

Amount
£32.50
£210.00
£644.64
£20.00
£32.50
£1.16
£940.80

Date
05/07/2018
31/07/2018
20/07/2018
09/07/2018
23/07/2018
10/07/2018

Ref
Inv 061
Inv 057
DC
Inv 063
Inv 058
DC

APPENDIX D

South Stoke Parish Council
Monthly Report Bank Account and Reserves Balances
As at:

31 July 2018

Reconciled Bank Account Balances
Current TSB
TSB Deposit
Unpresented Payments
Unpresented Receipts
VAT Control Account
Total

£12,353.07
£27,611.35
£0.00
£0.00
£107.26
£40,071.68

Earmarked Reserves (Capital and Contingency)
Operating Reserve Account
R
Community Hall Project
R
Community Infrastructure Levy
C

£11,251.67
£13,485.00
£2,873.52

Total Revenue Reserves
Total Capital Reserves

£24,736.67
£2,873.52

Total Reserves

£27,610.19

General Funds Available

£12,461.49

Colin Ratcliff
Clerk

15/08/2018
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Detailed Receipts & Payments by Budget Heading 15/08/2018
Cost Centre Report

Actual Year
To Date

Current
Annual Bud

Variance
Committed
Annual Total Expenditure

Funds
Available

% Spent

Transfer
to/from EMR

100 Income
1000 Newsletter Advertising

669

2,400

1,731

27.9%

1005 The Park

100

240

140

41.7%

2,874

0

(2,874)

0.0%

0

765

765

0.0%

11,174

22,348

11,174

50.0%

4

4

0

100.0%

Income :- Receipts

14,821

25,757

10,936

57.5%

6001

plus Transfer to EMR

2,874

6001

less Transfer to EMR

2,874

1,401

3,952

2,551

2,551

35.5%

0

100

100

100

0.0%

4010 Office supplies

52

200

148

148

25.8%

4050 Clerk's Training

0

100

100

100

0.0%

86

200

114

114

43.0%

0

150

150

150

0.0%

1015 CIL Receipts
1020 Contribution, Donation & Grant
1076 Precept
1090 Bank Interest

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

2,874

2,874

11,947

200 Administration
4000 Clerk Salary
4005 Clerk Allowance & Expenses

4055 Councillor's Allowance & Exp
4060 Councillor Training
4065 Audit Costs

380

400

20

20

95.0%

4070 Insurance

0

1,280

1,280

1,280

0.0%

4075 Web Hosting Costs áé

0

75

75

75

0.0%

4076 IT and software

119

200

81

81

59.5%

1,153

3,600

2,448

2,448

32.0%

4085 Legal Fees

0

600

600

600

0.0%

4100 Utilities

0

200

200

200

0.0%

3,190

11,057

7,867

7,867

28.9%

268

275

7

7

97.3%

4080 Printing Inc newsletter

Administration :- Indirect Payments
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

0

(3,190)

250 Membership, Rents & Licences
4250 Membership
4255 Bus Shelter Land Rental

10

10

0

0

100.0%

4260 Slipway Licence

0

75

75

75

0.0%

4265 Village Hall Use

0

350

350

350

0.0%

4270 Bank Charges

0

15

15

15

0.0%

278

725

447

447

38.3%

Membership, Rents & Licences :- Indirect Payments
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

0

(278)

Continued over page
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Detailed Receipts & Payments by Budget Heading 15/08/2018
Cost Centre Report

Actual Year
To Date

Current
Annual Bud

Variance
Committed
Annual Total Expenditure

Funds
Available

% Spent

Transfer
to/from EMR

300 Regular Maintenance
4300 General clearing & grass cuts

207

550

343

343

37.6%

4305 General Repairs

0

750

750

750

0.0%

4310 Dog Waste Bins

21

50

29

29

42.8%

0

100

100

100

0.0%

228

1,450

1,222

1,222

15.8%

1,076

5,500

4,424

4,424

19.6%

750

750

0

0

100.0%

0

1,025

1,025

1,025

0.0%

1,826

7,275

5,449

5,449

25.1%

0

2,515

16,000

13,485

13,485

15.7%

2,515

150

3,750

3,600

3,600

4.0%

2,665

19,750

17,085

17,085

13.5%

4315 Salt Bins
Regular Maintenance :- Indirect Payments
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

0

(228)

350 Grants
4350 Amenity Charity Grants
4352 Churchyard / PCC
4355 Section 137
Grants :- Indirect Payments
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

(1,826)

400 Additional Items
4405 Shop / Hall project
4406 Other Projects
Additional Items :- Indirect Payments
6000

plus Transfer from EMR
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(150)

Grand Totals:- Receipts

14,821

25,757

10,936

Payments

8,187

40,257

32,070

6,634

(14,500)

(21,134)

Net Receipts over Payments
plus Transfer from EMR

2,515

less Transfer to EMR

2,874

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

2,515

6,275

57.5%
0

32,070

20.3%

2,515

The Lodge, 90 Station Road, Chinnor, Oxon OX39 4HA
01844 355503

email woodlands@chilternsaonb.org

Registered charity 1002512

Colin Ratcliff
Clerk
South Stoke Parish Council

13 August 2018
Dear Colin

Trees in field at South Stoke
We met on 18th July 2018 and visited the Parish Council leased fields by the
village hall. Part of the area is grazed by horses.
You said the fields are not in a Conservation Area or your trees are not covered
by Tree Preservation Orders. The main issue could be the need for work on
mature trees growing on neighbouring land, such as the churchyard. You should
make sure these are not subject to TPO’s too. There are low branches from a
neighbouring plane, beech, ash, poplar and willow trees which are growing over
the Parish Council fields.
If plans are formed to do something different with these fields eg playing field,
then these trees might need some attention.
Grey squirrel bark damage is a problem on younger broadleaves trees
including sycamore and silver birch, but again these trees are not showing
any signs of bark stripping by grey squirrels yet.
The hazel and ash however have been chewed by horses in the field and
there is a risk that they will attack other trees, an option could be to put in a
second fence or temporary tape fencing to try to keep the horses back from
vulnerable trees. This might allow you to coppice the damaged hazel so they
regrow and are rejuvenated by being cut back. There are also five sycamore
and a horse chestnut tree (nearest the railway) in the line between the fields.

⚫ Page 2

August 13, 2018

You should beware of the risk to ash due to a new air borne fungal disease,
Chalara fraxinea, also known as Ash Dieback, this is likely to lead to the
death of ash trees in future years.
More information about this disease is on the Forestry Commission website.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara We saw no evidence of this disease on the
two ash trees in the row dividing the fields, but I fear it is only a matter of
time.
Quite a number of young trees including silver birch have been planted just
a metre or so in from the boundary fence with Suthernwood Cottage,
presumably to act as a screen to the railway? These trees, including cherry,
crab apple, whitebeam etc have been densely planted and will develop
branches over this cottage. They will be easier to prune in the next few years
but I recommend any tree work here should be in consultation with the
owners of the cottage.
Apart from the two mature trees near the road and those by the Bier Path
most of the trees are very low risk of harm. The exception being the trees
next Suthernwood Cottage which as they grow could become more of an
issue for that building. However if the use of the fields changes eg to a school
playing field, then a reassessment of risk will be needed.
There is one small dead tree in the line of young trees by the cottage,
nearest to the road. This is a straightforward job to cut down and could be
done with a bowsaw.
Do not carry out any tree work on the sycamore or birch by the road as they
are near overhead powerlines. Leave this to the electricity company to sort
out. Both trees seem in good condition so should not require surgery.
Ivy on trees. Ivy can be very good habitat for a lot of wildlife but can also
cause a problem of stability for edge trees in winter storms and may hide
weaknesses such as rot holes. The main tree with an issue is a large heavily
branched sycamore outside the fence by the Bier Path – it was not clear
whose responsibility this tree is. The same can be said for about 4 elm
suckers along this path that are suffering from Dutch elm disease and may
need to be cut down. There is also a young oak and a couple of hawthorn
along the path boundary.
There are three or four young Robinia (false acacia) trees in the corner by the
Bier path. No work needed at the moment.
There is a plum and elder in the corner nearest the village hall, retain.
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A new hedge? could perhaps be planted just inside the railway boundary
fence, using hawthorn, hazel, field maple etc to help create a low screen /
border to the field. You will need about 5 or 6 plants per metre (see attached
information sheet on hedge planting).
I hope these thoughts are helpful and look forward to hearing from you if you
need further help.
Yours sincerely

John Morris,
Director

Key to trees on attached sketch plan of the field
next to Suthernwood Cottage
Birch – Silver birch – Betula pendula - mainly young trees in line with other
smaller trees alongside garden. One larger mature birch by road is in good
health.
Syc – Sycamore – Acer pseudoplatanus – older tree by road in good condition.
Group of young pole stage sycamore in field – at risk of bark damage by grey
squirrels and possibly by livestock (horses). The sycamore by the field fence line
are larger and more mature and don’t seem so attractive to the horses as the
hazel and ash which have suffered bark chewing.
H – Hazel – Corylus avellana – at least three chewed up hazel by the fence. If a
second fence is added or horses are removed from the small field then coppicing
these hazel could rejuvenate them.
Ash – Ash – Fraxinus excelsior – medium sized tree, trunk badly chewed by
horses, may suffer from ash dieback in next few years and need to be felled.
HC – Horse Chestnut – Aesculus hippocastanum medium sized tree by railway
line, suffering from leaf miner moth causing browning of the leaves, may be
susceptible to other diseases, will need to be monitored in case it deteriorates.
Lines --- mark a row of young planted trees including whitebeam, cherry, crab
apple and others close to fence next to Suthernwood Cottage. May need some
attention in the next few years to prevent them being a nuisance to neighbour.

CORRESPONDENCE 1

From: Diana Clothier
Sent: 24 July 2018 15:59
To: bryan.urbick@southstoke.org.uk
Subject: keeping the village tidy

The ditch alongside my garden wall at the intersection of Ferry Road and The Street was,
until the late 1990s, dug out and cleared by the Council every Autumn and the briars cut
back. This was before the Ridgeway/Swan’s Walk signpost and the “No Through Road” sign
were installed.
For the last 20 years I have endeavoured to keep this area “under control” but now in my
seventies I am no longer prepared to clean out the ditch nor keep these signs clear of
vegetation. I am quite happy to continue to mow the grass verge and to trim back the ivy,
but I wondered whether the Parish would maintain and strim the ditch and the growth
around the signs.
Lady Clothier
The Granary
Ferry Road

CORRESPONDENCE 2

Trees of Remembrance Project: Free Sapling and Commemorative Plaque for
All Local Councils in Oxfordshire

Dear Local Council Colleagues
As part of the nation’s commemoration of the Centenary of the Armistice of WW1,
Oxfordshire County Council is partnering with The Woodland Trust for a project of
lasting remembrance.
The Woodland Trust have donated young native species tree saplings and the
county council is offering a commemorative plaque to go alongside these to all town
and parish councils in Oxfordshire to be planted by local councils on sites they
identify within their communities. We invite you to consider whether planting your
tree could be accompanied by a commemorative event involving your community.
The aim is to see Remembrance Trees planted by local councils on sites you have
identified within your communities, all over the county.
We very much hope that you will wish to join in this project, and make the planting of
your sapling and plaque part of your community’s plans to mark this historic
Centenary.
We have worked with our partners from the Armed Forces in Oxfordshire to agree
the wording for the plaques; a photo is attached.
Optimal planting time for the young saplings is November onward, and The
Woodland Trust expects to send them around this time. The collection from our
partner Ringrose Tree Services, planting and ongoing maintenance of the saplings
will be the responsibility of towns or parishes, however Oxfordshire County Council
commits to replacing free of charge any saplings that fail within six months of
planting.
To order your free sapling and plaque, complete with bamboo cane and supporting
tree spiral, email CommunityCovenant@oxfordshire.gov.uk giving full contact
details including a phone number. You must also have a suitable site for planting
identified and we would ask you to let us know who would lead and attend your
planting event, if you know.
Once the Woodland Trust have confirmed a delivery date we will be in touch with
you to hear details of your event and arrange for you to collect your sapling and
plaque. Trees will be stored and maintained by Ringrose Tree Services for a short
period of time before they are collected, who would be willing to offer free no
obligation quotes for services on your planting requirements.
This year also saw the re-signing of a refreshed Armed Forces Covenant by
Oxfordshire County Council and its military, business, voluntary and civilian partners.

CORRESPONDENCE 2
Our commitment to our military communities is ongoing, and we hope that the Trees
of Remembrance project will reflect the gratitude of our communities for the
sacrifices people in Oxfordshire have made.
Best wishes

The Policy Team, on behalf of
Peter Clark
Chief Executive

CORRESPONDENCE 3
From: Lynn Parker <admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk>
Sent: 02 August 2018 15:08
To: clerk@southstoke.org.uk
Subject: RE: Network Rail – funding for biodiversity projects in your parish
Dear
I am following up our email correspondence from last year regarding funding that we have available
for biodiversity projects in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Parish Councils are eligible to apply. These
funds are being provided by Network Rail to offset unavoidable loss of habitat along the railway line.
We are particularly interested in hearing from South Stoke as we are aware of the visual impact that
there has been on the landscape from tree removal and erection of the gantries as part of line
electrification.
Network Rail committed to no net loss of biodiversity resulting from the electrification process and
we are working with them to deliver biodiversity projects to replace the habitat lost when the trees
and scrub were removed from the lineside (see email I previously sent below). The funding is
separate from any mitigation for landscape impact. However, it is possible to create biodiversity
improvement, meeting the requirements of this scheme, while also providing some positive
improvement on the landscape.
We would like to get in touch with the local landowners to see if they would be interested in
submitting an application for funds to support a biodiversity enhancement project in your local area
which could also provide some landscape benefits. Would you or anyone in the parish be able to
help put me in touch with the relevant people?
The next deadline for applications is 3rd September and the final deadline for applications is 26th
October. I’ve attached the Stage 1 form for your information and would welcome a discussion
regarding any potential project ideas that you may have.
There is further information available on our website
https://www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk/network-rail-1
Kind regards, Lynn

Appendix: Further information

What sorts of biodiversity projects are we looking to fund?
•
•

Projects will need to ensure long lasting benefits to wildlife habitats - at least 30 years and
beyond
We are looking to be strategic in the projects we fund as we want to improve good quality
areas by making them bigger and better connected to other wildlife sites and improve the

CORRESPONDENCE 3

•

•
•

quality of existing habitats, in line with the Oxfordshire’s State of Nature Report and
Berkshire’s Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020
In particular, we are looking to create new woodland and better links between woodlands,
and also to enhance existing woodland and scrub mosaic, though other habitats could be
considered
We are looking for large projects (e.g. 5ha woodland enhancement or 10ha new woodland
planting) or a cluster of smaller projects delivered under a partnership
The projects should be as local as possible; that’s why we think the local parishes along the
railway have an important part to play

What is the timeframe for the funding?
•
•
•

The programme is to be delivered over a four-year period
Stage 1 applications for outline project proposals will be welcome from the autumn (Stage 1
Form attached)
Stage 1 applications should be sent to Emmanuel Deschamps at Network
Rail emmanuel.deschamps@networkrail.co.uk

What sorts of organisations are eligible to apply?
•
•

Parish councils, local charities and not-for-profit organisations, and land landowners
Ideally a collaboration of organisations would bring strength to the project

How will the process work and what is TOE2’s role?
•
•
•

•

•

Network Rail are providing the funding through their ‘No Net Loss of Biodiversity on the
Greater West Programme’
TOE2’s role is to promote the availability of this funding, to help identify suitable projects, to
support the application process, and to support the delivery of the funded projects
The programme will operate a two-stage application process. TOE2’s role is to reach out to
potential applicants, with Network Rail undertaking the assessments of the Stage 1 outline
project proposals and drawing up a shortlist
The shortlisted projects will be invited to submit a full Stage 2 detailed application to
TOE2. TOE2 will process these applications and organise assessments before taking them to
the TOE2 Grant Panel. This panel is made up of a broad range of people representing
regulators, local authorities, local environmental organisations, Network Rail, and
independent members with relevant expertise. The Grant Panel members will meet
quarterly to decide which projects should be funded
Successful (and unsuccessful) applicants will be notified by TOE2

Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE2)
Earth Trust Centre
Little Wittenham
OX14 4QZ
01865 407003

