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South Stoke Community Shop
Winners at Oxfordshire Community & Voluntary Action Awards 2018
South Stoke Community Shop volunteers are the proud
recipients of two awards at the prestigious OCVA Charity and Volunteer Awards 2018 held at Oxford Town Hall
on 5th June. The Community Shop was awarded Best
Group in South Oxfordshire 2018, and Nicky Kennedy
was awarded overall Volunteer of the Year 2018 for Oxfordshire.

still leading by example, still working hard to maintain its
success. “I am absolutely thrilled," commented Nicky,
"all along this has been a team effort and none of it
would be possible without our wonderful team of volunteers.”
South Stoke Shop was also awarded Best Group in
South Oxfordshire 2018. The shop has used 59 volunteers in the past 5 years of operation and currently has
40 active volunteers. They cover 50 hours in the shop
each week, over 2,500 hours each year. Add in the local
events and the Board’s hours and there are over 3,000
hours of volunteer time annually.

Nicky's nomination stated that she has been fundamental to the success of the community shop from her first
involvement in 2009. She drove through the initial planning, fundraising and the set-up of the shop. Trading
successfully since February 2013, Nicky remains essential to the business, recruiting volunteers, fundraising
The shop has become more than a place simply to buy
and campaigning. She is still passionate about the shop,
last minute milk and eggs. It has become an essential
part of the community, bringing people closer togethSome Articles In This Month’s Issue… er. It supports local businesses like the local butcher,
baker and farm shop. It also complements the playground on the Recreation ground, offering hot drinks,
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ice creams and toilet facilities.
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The conclusion of the nomination stated that South
Stoke Community Shop has had a major impact on the
village and surrounding area. It has helped bring the
community together and helped enhance village
life. And it is all down to this group of volunteers.
Well done to all who volunteer for the Shop! A special
‘well done and well deserved’ to Nicky!
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Telephone
Kiosk

South Stoke Community Shop

Cllr Diana Hathaway has put her
name forward to
help the Parish
Council keep the
BT telephone kiosk,
iconic in South
Stoke on Cross
Keys Road at the
entrance to the Rec
and Shop. She has
already collected a
number of ideas.
She would like it to be used for something a bit different
than typically done; something special to South Stoke.

Deputy Manager
Job Opportunity
We are looking for a motivated individual
to join our small local shop team. The role
will be to work closely with the Manager to
ensure the smooth running of the shop
and include:
x
x
x
x
x
x

Serving in the shop and working with
our volunteers
Managing stock levels, rotation and display
Managing some suppliers
Overseeing newspaper sales
Administration of delivery notes and
invoices
Cash handling including cashing up

Do you have ideas? Please contact Diana by e-mail at
diana.hathaway@southstoke.org.uk.
My favourite idea thus far is to make it a ‘Bee T’ kiosk, with a
hive for bees. Can you help with that, Paul Jenkins? - Editor

Hours will need to be mutually agreed with
the shop board but will include Friday afternoons 2 – 6pm, Tuesday afternoon 3:30
– 5:30pm, and a couple of Saturday afternoons each month. Pay scale starts at
£7.83 per hour.

Zumbathon On The Rec
Saturday 21st July, 9-12noon
Sally Woodall and her team are arranging a Zumbathon
on Saturday July 21st, 9 to 12, on the Recreation
Ground in South Stoke. Tickets are £10, with all proceeds going towards the South Stoke Community Hall
project. Children under 16 are free but must be accompanied by an adult.

Apply in writing to Jules Costello, South Stoke
Shop, Cross Keys Road, RG8 0JS with details
of relevant work experience and why you
would be right for the role.

Come and enjoy all 3 hours, or just 1, it’s fun. Please
note participants take part at their own risk.
Tickets will be available from South Stoke Community
Shop or call Sally on 07968 774020.

An Affliction That Requires Help?
The South Stoke Historical Society Will See
What It Can Do!
On Friday 27th July Professor Gregory Stores is coming along to South Stoke Village Hall. His illustrated
talk concerns Afflictions and their Curious Remedies in
Days Gone By.
Will there be a grain of truth in
any these early remedies? I’m
sure if you think back to your
own childhood you can recall
family remedies for health problems. As a child, in the early
1950’s, when I had a sore
throat the cure was to get a saucer and put in it butter,
sugar and malt vinegar. Put it on the ‘range’ and let the
ingredients melt. Stir so that everything is warm and
amalgamated. It was then given on a teaspoon. I actually loved the taste but whether it worked I’m not sure. It
was probably a psychological success.
Come and listen to Professor Stores’ tales starting at 8
o’clock.All are welcome.

South Stoke 200 Club
The June draw took place on Monday 11th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£90) Jenny Mansfield
(£67) June Smith
(£45) Angela Exley
(£23) Sandra McLean

The July draw will take place on Monday 16th in the
Perch & Pike at around 8.00pm.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

Members and youngsters £3. Non- members £5
Linda Gatto
01491 874308
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Community Speedwatch
This was followed by our first two shifts doing it by ourselves, on Wednesday 20th June. Between 5 and 6pm,
Maurice Scaratt, Catherine Jarvis, Mick Walsh and the writer, carried out the first shift. In this hour we recorded the
details of 19 vehicles doing 35 mph or more, the fastest
What is Speedwatch you may ask? It involves a temporary
doing 42 mph – see the pic’ below of the four of us “lurking”
large LED screen mounted on a tripod which lights up each
in the old bus shelter, opposite Glebe Cottages.
time a vehicle comes within about 100 feet of it, and shows
the driver, what speed they are doing. The apparatus does
not contain a camera, nor does it record any information,
so there has to be “people” close by - in the event that the
vehicle is going too fast – to manually record its registration
number, and, if possible, any other details such as make,
model and colour.
In past years our friendly Thames Valley Police Community
Support Officer – Mark Bell – used, on occasion, to carry
out speedchecks, with a colleague, on the B4009, normally
stationed outside Glebe Cottages.

As Thames Valley Police (TVP) is, like many other institutions, having to make economies and cut-back on staff
numbers and some former activities. They – in the shape of
Mark Bell – are now offering to lend out their equipment to
local communities for a day or two at a time, and train community volunteers in its use. Former Cllr Mick Walsh, who
was keen to see a reduction in speeding through the village, carried out the initial discussions with Mark, but then,
due to other commitments, had to hand over the project,
and Chris Bertrand stepped into the breach and volunteered to lead it.
When operated by a community, TVP/Mark advise that
there should be four people on duty - all wearing high-vis
vests – to each watch out for different pieces of the information required to be recorded for each speeding vehicle ..... speeding meaning 35 mph or more, as may first
register on the LED screen.
See the photo below, showing a vehicle – the grey van going towards Goring – doing 22 mph. NB - the Speedwatch
can only do one direction at a time.

We were followed by the second shift at 6pm. Nicola Richardson, James Braungan, Shelley Amber and Sharon
Mansfield carried on until 7.15pm, and during this period
captured the details of 29 vehicles doing 35 mph or more,
with the fastest going at 52mph!
What happens next with these details? ….. TVP check out
the registration numbers recorded, and if they match up
with the details of the type of vehicle, they send a “warning”
letter to the registered owner. And if the same vehicle is
registered three times or more in the TVP area - doing
more than 35mph in a 30mph zone – the owner then gets
fined with points on the driving licence.
The hope is, that even by seeing this activity in operation in
South Stoke, drivers will take extra care not to speed!
If you would like to offer your help to operate a Speedwatch
shift in South Stoke, please contact Chris Bertrand: 01491
871835, candjbertrand@gmail.com. Chris will be planning
further sessions over the coming weeks.
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

Of the four people needed - one person to identify and call
out the first four letters/numbers on the number plate, one
person to call out the remaining numbers/letters, one person to call out the make, model and colour, and one person
to write down all these details on the TVP form.

South Stoke Community Shop
Shareholders’ Annual General Meeting
Thursday 12th July 2018
8.00pm

It is not easy! You have to be really quick to read the reg’
number of vehicles going at 35 or more!
Chris B asked for volunteers, and had a good show of
hands, with some 13 villagers able to attend the Mark Bell
training day at Chris’s house, and afterwards “on site” –
outside Glebe Cottages – on 9th June.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke Village Hall
Further information will be published on village noticeboards and sent to all Shareholders in June.
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Planning Applications In South Stoke

Changes To Our Local Bus Timetable

The way that the Parish Councils in South Oxfordshire
District Council are consulted on planning applications
has changed. Previously, the response was either
’Recommend Approval’,
’No Strong Views’ or
’Recommend Refusal’.
The current response are
now ‘FULLY SUPPORTS
this application for the following reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to
this application but wish the following comments to be
taken into account’ or ‘OBJECTS to this application for
the following reasons’.

Morning Services, Route 134

New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting). No new applications at the time of
going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC
No pending applications at the time of going to press.
Decisions by SODC
x P18/S0991/FUL - South Stoke Primary School The
Street South Stoke RG8 0JS: Removal of defective
playground equipment and erection of replacement
equipment. PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO OBJECTIONS. SODC GRANTED PLANNING PERMISSION.
For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

From Monday 25th June 2018
Mike Ward has introduced a couple of changes to
the weekday timetable. These are shown below.

On Mondays to Fridays:
08:42 Wallingford to Goring is retimed:
Wallingford Market Place
8:48
Wallingford Hospital
8:49
North Stoke, Bus shelter
8:57
South Stoke, Perch & Pike
9:01
Cleeve, Springhill Road
9:05
Cleeve, Scout Hut
9:06
Lockstile Way, Top
9:08
Goring Railway Station
9:12
Concessionary Passes are now valid on
this service from South Stoke and Cleeve
09:15 Goring - Wallingford will not run via
South Stoke village (Perch & Pike).
Please use the stop at Glebe Cottages on the
B4009 instead, departing from there at 09:18
09:35 Goring to Wallingford (runs Tuesdays
& Fridays only) retimed to be 5 minutes later throughout. It will now leaving Goring
Station at 09.40.
On Saturdays:

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS NO PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING IN JULY.

Advisory notice
There have been recent incidences of inappropriate
door-step selling, and several break-ins – primarily to
garden sheds and a number of small tools stolen, and
an individual behaving suspiciously. PCSO Mark Bell
advises that there has also been a spate of minor burglaries in villages around our area. Thames Valley Police are following up on these.
If you should experience or see any unusual behaviour
around your or your neighbours’ properties, Mark Bell
advises: “it is best to call 101 even if the line is
busy, and give details. We will always attend and
carry out stop checks”.

09:15 Goring - Wallingford will not run via
South Stoke village (Perch & Pike).
Please use the stop at Glebe Cottages
instead, departing from there at 09:18
All other services will continue to run at the
current timings (as revised 8th April 2018)
Mike has also advised that he plans to introduce a Sunday service of three return trips a day between Wallingford & Goring via South Stoke on 5th August. Details
will appear in the August newsletter.

Cllr Roy McMillan, 07770592667
roy.mcmillan@southstoke.org.uk

HOLD THE DATE
South Stoke Summer Barbecue
The South Stoke Summer BBQ will be held on
Sunday 26th August at the Rec. Funds will
again be donated to the village bus service.
Further details will follow.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Women’s Institute

Challenge Two, Done

The President Rita Mann welcomed 30 members and
guests to the June meeting of South Stoke WI. Amongst
the business section of the meeting she encouraged
everyone to read the County newsletter which is a mine of
information, including news from around the Institutes, as
well as trips and events. Rita then gave us an account of
her day as a delegate at the National AGM held this year in
Cardiff.

The first weekend of June marked my second challenge
of 2018 - a 50km ultra marathon. Runstock is a running
festival where participants complete as many 5km laps
as they can in 8 hours with those “going ultra” aiming to
complete at least 10 laps within the time allowed. The
course is fairly hilly and runs through fields, woodland
and over a river and there are various obstacles enroute which you can elect to complete. The obstacles
included a water-slide and a river crossing, monkey
bars and cargo nets and more. I chose to complete
most of my laps running only, however I couldn’t resist
the obstacles mentioned. After 7 hours 35 minutes I
completed my 10th lap.

Delegates represent a
group of WIs and vote on
their behalf over the
resolution chosen each
year by the members. In
the past these have
included Plastic Soup
and Equal Pay for
women.
This year it was Mental
Health and the vote was 98% in favour: an overwhelming
outcome. The speakers this year were Dame Stella
Rimington, the former Director General of MI5 and the ﬁrst
to have the name publicized on appointment. She was
followed in the afternoon by Huw Edwards, the journalist
and broadcaster. What a fantastic opportunity to listen to
speakers of their calibre and a wonderful day out.
Our speakers for the afternoon were equally enthralling as
they gave us facts and ﬁgures to illustrate their talk entitled
Victims of Domestic Abuse. The ﬁgures mentioned really
took most of by surprise. For example, 1 in 5 children and
1 in 4 women across the country are victims. Agencies
work with women and children and can offer support in
many, many ways. It sounds so simple to say ‘why not just
leave?’ but very often the conﬁdence to do this is so
eroded by the perpetrator, perhaps over many years. It
takes great courage. Many do leave, usually with just the
clothes they are wearing and nothing else. They often
leave behind everything including personal possessions
such as photos, keepsakes, etc, not knowing if they will
ever be able to get them back.

Runstock is a family event with lots of activities for the
children who can also take part in the running. Charlotte (9) and Ellie (6) both completed 4 laps
(20km) and there was discussion about completing a
5th, however I think the allure of zorbing, bungee trampolines and rock climbing was too great. They had a
fantastic time and I am so proud of what they have
achieved at such a young age.
My next challenge is taking on the Three Peaks Challenge (Climbing Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon
in 24 hours).
Thank you for all your sponsorship to date for both myself and the girls. I have raised £5,871.97 for Children
with Cancer UK and the girls have raised £266.50 for
WWF.
Phil Wortley
philwortley@mac.com
Well done, Phil, and especially well done to you and the
girls for having raised so much support for and awareness
of the Children with Cancer UK charity! - Editor

Refuges offer a safe place where everyone can be together
but in a different area. This means uprooting vulnerable
children from their school and their friends, perhaps also
extended family. The trauma is intense. Added to this is the
fact that there will be other families in the same position, all
living in a communal safe house. Multiple agencies are
available to help with ﬁnding schools, doctors, claiming
beneﬁts and all the other support needed to help each
individual or family on the long road to making a new life.
We sometimes forget that men are also victims of abuse
and there is a lot of work going on to provide safe places
for them as well.
This talk certainly lived up to the founding ideals of the WI:
to inform and educate women. The afternoon was rounded
off by a scrumptious afternoon tea, enjoyed by everyone,
more so because following such a talk there was so much
discussion and awareness of just how lucky we were to be
in a safe environment surrounded by loving and helpful
friends - a stark contrast to what is happening to so many
in our communities.
South Stoke WI meets on the second Tuesday of the
month in the village hall at 2.15pm. Pop in sometime and
see if it is your cup of tea. Visitors are always welcome.

Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Citizens Advice Warning
Criminals Setting Up Fake Wi-Fi Hot Spots
It ought to be a time of the pleasantest relaxation, that
moment when you slump down comfortably into a cosy
chair in your favourite coffee bar, get out your cell
phone and connect to the free Wi-Fi. But Citizens Advice has warned that just this simple leisurely action
can be targeted by criminals, who are setting up their
own Wi-Fi hot spots to try to get you to connect to
them.
Typically, the fraudsters broadcast a
Wi-Fi connection with a vague name
like "free_wifi" or coffee_shop_wifi". If
you connect your phone to this, any
data you are sending can be captured.
Even if you log into emails using an
"app", without typing in the password,
the phone will still send your password over the Wi-Fi
and it could be intercepted. If you use automated passwords and do not enter your user name and password
manually, these details can still be intercepted.
To avoid being becoming a victim of this scam, do one
of the following:
x

x

x

Make sure you are connecting to a trusted Wi-Fi hot
spot, operated by the venue you are in - ask staff if
you are in doubt.
Do not use public Wi-Fi for online banking or anything else sensitive, but use your 3G, 4G or 5G connection instead (date sent over these connections is
always encrypted).
Use a VPN (virtual private network) when connecting
to public Wi-Fi.

The updated Little Book of Big Scams at https://
www.met.police.uk/globalassets/downloads/fraud/thelittle-book-of-big-scams.pdf has more details about this
and other prevalent frauds.
And if you suspect that you've been scammed, contact
Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or on the Internet
at www.actionfraud.police.uk. Alternatively, get in touch
with Citizens Advice on Adviceline 03 444 111444, or
drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For locations
and opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
local/oxfordshire-south-vale

Running Man Comes To The Chilterns
On Monday 11th June The Chiltern Airsports Centre at
Chiltern Park Aerodrome, Near Wallingford hosted the
final of ‘’Running Man’’ a popular, long running TV
game show that is aired all across Asia. Six South Korean contestants flew to the UK especially to take part.
The show consists of 12 contestants and the six winners flew direct to Switzerland where they enjoyed one
of the spas.
The six runners up came to the UK to compete in a verity of games. The idea was not to lose as the three losers had to take part in a Wing Walk. Each “loser” then
had to pick a card that told them how extreme their flying would be, the last would complete the most extreme
wing walk.
Our pilot Mike Dentith took them though varying manoeuvres culminating in a high dive to +4G or four time
gravity, most went away with a smile on their faces!
Background of Wing Walking
Mike has been a professional display pilot for the last
25 years, he has completed over 3000 wing walks and
displayed in three continents.
Definitely one for the bucket list.
So if you fancy standing on the wing of a 1940’s Boeing
Stearman Biplane and diving from 500ft at +4G. or you
fancy a ‘’Loop the Loop’’ and raise money for charity
we are one of only three companies in Europe licensed
to offer these experiences, just visit our website
www.chilternairsports.com or call Hayley on: 07525
792414.
Hayley Pearson
hayley2188@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau
news@osavcab.org.uk
www.caox.org.uk

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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July News At Goring & Woodcote Libraries
And what a busy Summer it is shaping up to be! Read
on for more details…

unguided self-help and personal stories.
For more information: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
readingwell.
Woodcote Library

Monday 9th July at 7pm
is the time for ‘Connie’s
Saturday July 14th – Saturday September 15th 2018
Colander’ – by Gaye
Poole. A Human Story
The Summer Reading Challenge theme for this year is
th
Theatre Production
Mischief Makers, based on the 80 anniversary of the
which is currently on a
Beano comic. Mischief Makers is all about adventure,
tour of Oxfordshire
friendship, reading and fun! We’ll encourage children
Libraries. The play is
aged 4-11 years to read six books over the summer as
‘beautifully crafted, tightly
usual, and explore a map of Beanotown to find the
written, intensely
mysterious buried treasure and become the ultimate
poignant and moving
mischief makers. Dennis and Gnasher, with friends
effect
of
dementia
on
a
mother
and
her daughter’. This
Pieface, JJ, Rubi and other Beano characters will be
is
a
free
event
(although
you
will
be
able to use the
there to help them. Lots of fun activities and craft are
Human
Story
Theatre
‘pay
what
you
can’ envelopes
planned so make sure you pop into the Library for full
which
will
be
available
on
the
evening).
Spaces are
details!
limited, so please contact the library on 01491 682323 to
We haven’t forgotten the Adults - This summer (Saturday reserve a space.
7th July- Saturday 8th September) Oxfordshire Libraries
will be running Oxfordshire Reads. It’s a sizzling
Friday 27th July at 10.30 we will be holding a ‘Memory
summer celebration of books and reading! We’ll be
Makers’ event called ‘Exploring Diaries from Pepys to
asking readers to tell us about their favourite books:
today’ which is being hosted by Oxfordshire County
historical humdingers and waggishly witty tales to whet
Council Librarian staff. Join them for an informal
our appetites!
discussion about what is so fascinating about diaries –
Look out for our seasonal eBook and eAudio collections, both real life and fictional, on paper and on line – and the
specially curated to tie in with this year’s themes: ‘Having writer’s memories that they hold.
a Laugh’ and ‘History Makers’. And watch out for some
light-hearted book banter on our social media platforms!
Everyone who completes and returns a postcard will be
entered into the countywide prize draw for some
fantastic prizes.
Did you know that a new ‘Reading Well’ scheme has
been launched featuring expert-endorsed books which
offer invaluable support to people with mental health
needs and their carers, who are at increased risk of
loneliness according to recent research.
The reading list comprises books selected by mental
health experts and includes books to support people
undergoing talking therapies, as well as guided and

Withymead Open Days
Loddon Lily Open Days
and Cream Teas
Sunday 29th July
Sunday 26th August
2pm - 5pm
Withymead Nature Reserve
E: info@withymead.org
W: www.withymead.org
T: 01491 872265
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

For the Rhymetime Group – dates in July are Thursday
5th, 12th and 19th at the normal time of 10am before we
stop for the Summer Holidays. Come along with your
under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes and fun!
The next meeting of our Adult Reading Group is Monday
16th July at the normal time of 6pm.
Goring Library
Stories and Rhymes!
Fun, free (and sometimes noisy) sessions on Friday
afternoons, 6th, 13th and 20th July 2.30 – 3.00 pm.
Children of all pre-school ages are welcome with their
parents/carers. For more information, please contact us
on 01491 873028 or goring.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Please note these sessions will then restart on
September 7th.
FOGL, the Friends of Goring Library, are holding their
summer party on 7th July in the Garden Room and
Garden at Goring Village Hall, 1-3pm. If you are a
member or would like to join, please do come along for a
glass of Prosecco and some nibbles and a chance to
join in the Book Tombola and Oxfordshire Reads.
GLiB, our adult reading group, meets on Tuesday
evenings at 5.30pm.
***
We look forward to seeing you at Goring and Woodcote
Libraries soon! New members are always welcome.

Sarah Coulson-Phillips & Joanne Green
Sarah.Coulson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Joanne.Green@oxfordshire.gov.uk
July 2018
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Honesty: just does what it does. Welcome it as
bright colour in obscure corners but don’t try to control it.
I grew a whole tray of seedlings one year and planted
them out expecting a great display. Very few survived
and yet this year I had lots again and had done nothing
to encourage them.

Garden Visitors
One of the joys of gardening to me is to welcome those
plants that just arrive.

Foxgloves: Always welcome and easy to move in
Spring or Autumn if not in the right place. They have an
annoying tendency to seed themselves in the front of a
border which, given their height, can be frustrating.
Red Campion: can become invasive but who can
complain at such a prolific long flowering display? Its
fairly easy to pull up. Just remove it where you have a
better option. There is a white version if you’re lucky

Great Mullein: This grows to some 6 feet or more
with a furry silver foliage and tightly closed yellow
flowers. It can be attacked by the Mullein Moth and
seem to be completely destroyed but has remarkable
powers of recovery. It seems quite happy to be moved to
wherever is appropriate while it is young. You can even
put it in a pot until you decide what to do with it. Makes a
big statement in a garden.
Aquilegia: These grow in stony ground and where
there seems to be no soil at all really well and even if
you don’t like the dusty pink ones there are some great
blue variations. They’re perennials too so get stronger
year by year.
Weeds they say are simply plants growing where
you don’t want them: Don’t be too assiduous in your
weeding. Welcome the visitors and if they are not where
you want them move them to somewhere more suitable.
***
By the way let me know if you have any visitors that I
haven’t mentioned and tell me what you do with them.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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less than four weeks to
go it was unlikely we
would find an alternative outside caterer during the summer season
to come along.

With the news of the wins at the OCVA awards and the
sunshine making regular appearances we are feeling
bright and optimistic for a good summer season at the
shop.
The OCVA awards are covered separately in this issue,
but I would like to take this opportunity as Manager of
the shop to say that these awards have acknowledged
what I have known since we started back in 2013; we
really do have a truly terrific bunch of volunteers. As
part-time manager your professionalism and understanding of the needs of the shop have always made
my job so much easier. But above all, it is your kindness, understanding and good humour that make my
days at the shop happy ones and make the shop a
pleasure to visit for our customers. I am really delighted
that as a group you have all been recognized.
To celebrate our
awards we are inviting all our volunteers
and partners to join
us for a celebratory
drink kindly hosted by
Nicky & David Kennedy at “Herons” on
Saturday 21st July
from 5pm to 7pm.
Invitations will be
sent out shortly but
please do make a
note in your diaries
for now.

After a few phone calls
to rally some help I am
delighted to say we are
now running a Chilli,
Bread & Red evening
on the park instead.
Big thanks to the help
of various villagers who
were really supportive
CHILLI, BREAD & RED
of the idea (Vanessa
EVENING
Guiver, Hilly McGill,
Trudy Scarratt, Nicky
FRIDAY 27th JULY from
Kennedy to name but a
few)! Another problem
5pm on the Rec
solved, and all thanks
again to volunteers and villagers!
So please do support this event and the hard work these
guys are going to be putting in to give you a fun evening
on the rec. Bring your picnic table or rug and enjoy an
evening with family and friends. If you are on Facebook
please do share posts about this event to your friends.
As usual, the shop will remain open for the duration of
the evening to serve cold beers, wines, soft drinks and
ice creams.
Finally for those of
you who have not
yet set up your
South Stoke Shop
account, you may
be interested to
know that as well
as receiving discounts on promotions all account
holders receive automatic entry into a
monthly prize draw.
I am delighted to
announce that Zoe
Sims is our prize
winner for June. Congratulations Zoe!

Another brilliant example of volunteer support is the
Foodie Night which you may recall we advertised in the
June issue of the newsletter. We had asked Bowlers
who make meatballs to come along to the Rec on Friday Jules Costello
27th July but sadly last week they had to cancel. With julescostello@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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The Marvellous Hair Company

John Howell, MP Writes…

Helping Those With Medical Hair Loss
Regain Their Confidence
South Stoker Loz Hawkins and family, owners of the Goring-based salon, are supporting those affected by medical
hair loss in affiliation with the charity mynewhair. The Marvellous Hair Company is a member of the charity’s 960
strong-network of hairdressers and 835 salons that care
across the UK and Ireland.
The charity, mynewhair, was founded and inspired by professional stylist Trevor Sorbie MBE. mynewhair provides
advice and support to anyone who has experienced medical hair loss. It also supports and trains a national network
of independent salons and trained hair professionals, who
provide a wig-customisation service for their clients.
The Marvellous Hair Company understands that the impact of losing your hair can be profound and the difference
that a professionally cut and styled wig can make should
not be underestimated. The Marvellous Hair Company’s
wig-customisation service transforms an ‘obvious wig’ into
an individual’s ‘new hair’ – helping those affected by medical hair loss regain their confidence.
As part of the salon’s work with the charity, The Marvellous Hair Company, has pledged their commitment to
training and providing a caring and sensitive service for
their clients.
Loz said: “Being a mynewhair affiliated salon means we
are fully trained in offering guidance and support to those
suffering with medical hair loss, we are proud to be able to
work with this wonderful organisation and to bring this service to our community.
“I provide advice regarding wigs including sourcing them,
reviewing their suitability as well as providing a wigcustomisation and fitting service. The wig consultation and
fitting are both free of charge and I charge my usual haircutting fee for the cutting of the wig. As a salon we understand the tremendous affect hair loss can have both emotionally and financially and therefore want to support our
clients the very best we can.”
To find out more about The Marvellous Hair Company or
to make an appointment, ring 01491 873160 or visit
www.marvelloushair.co.uk. To find out more about mynewhair visit www.mynewhair.org or follow the charity on
Facebook and LinkedIn. You can also donate to the charity by texting MYNH00 followed by the amount you wish to
donate, to 70070.

Over the last few months I have written on different aspects
of the workings of Parliament and of the work of an MP.
There is one more facet of this that I would like to cover to
round this off for the moment. This is on the mix of topics
and issues before the House and before individual MPs.
If you are guided by the media you might think that MPs
have talked of nothing other than Brexit for some while
now. This is far from the truth. From time to time there are
big debates on specific aspects of Brexit but, on the whole,
it has not dominated the parliamentary agenda. Of course,
there are important negotiations going on and these are
being done by the team designated to do this. As with any
negotiation these are not done in the public eye; no good
negotiator would show their hand in such a way. When a
key debate on this does come before the House I tend to
receive deeply passionate pleas for me to vote in a certain
way. The problem is that I receive deeply passionate pleas
from both sides of any argument. It is inevitable that I am
going to disappoint some.
However aside from Brexit the agenda before the House
has been full of other importance issues among which I
would list Yemen, counter terrorism, abortion in Northern
Ireland, Heathrow, refugees, issues around international
trade, NHS issues, persecution in Nigeria – to mention but
a few. I have spoken in debates on many of these issues. I
know that sometimes specific issues can be very detailed
and can seem remote to some people but in the wider view
each debate is important. In addition to debates in the
House there are issues to lobby on, and support to give to
constituents on specific matters dear to their hearts and
often unknown to many. Such issues include problems with
surgical mesh, puppy farming, HPV vaccination for boys,
issues around specific medical conditions and treatments,
around flooding, and welfare support.
Given the wide range of issues raised with MPs offices it
will be no surprise when I say that when the phone rings
we have no idea what the call will bring. I have a small
team of staff to help me and they will always listen and
help as best they are able. Many of the calls and emails I
receive are about issues that I am unable to directly help.
In such circumstances we may direct a caller to the person
or organisation best placed to help. It is sometimes difficult
to know just who is responsible for what so we are very
happy to advise so that people can get the help needed.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the June 2018 Update.
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Start a new relationship with
a marvellous hairdresser
Why not call in for a complimentary consultation with a member of our friendly
team?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your visit when booking in with Mark, Karen or
Luke:

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2018

11

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2018

12

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2018

13

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2018

14

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2018

15

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in July 2018
July 8th

11.15am Holy Communion.
(Book of Common
Prayer) joined by the
Streatley congregation

July 15th

11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer)

July 10th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

July 22nd

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

July 12th

July 29th

10.20am United Benefice Holy
Communion Service,
in St Andrew’s

South Stoke Community
Shop, Shareholders’ Annual
General Meeting (Village
Hall, 8pm)

July 18th

Coffee Morning - all
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

July 21st

Zumbathon (The Rec,
9-12pm, £10 to support
Community Hall project)

July 27th

Chilli, Bread & Red
Evening: Food & Fun!
(The Rec, from 5pm, to
support the Shop)

August 20th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

August 26th

South Stoke Summer BBQ
(The Rec, time TBD)

September 1st

Vintage Car Boot Sale
(The Rec)

October 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, The Poor Law in
the 18th Century, Deborah
Hayter (Village Hall)

November 30th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Judith Curthoys,
Christ Church Archivist
(Village Hall)

There is coffee or tea, biscuits and fellowship after all
services.
The Prayer Meeting held at 2.30pm on the Tuesday
3rd July, in the church.
The monthly Coffee Morning is Wednesday 18th
July, from 10.30am - 12.00noon in the church.
The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
The Benefice Office is open on weekday mornings
during the interregnum. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Voice-mails will be followed up. The
website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and emails can
be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.

Harry Hogg & Michael Codner
Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
August
issue:
Friday 24th July 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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