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South Stoke Housing Development &
New Community Hall Projects
Following continuing dialogue with the owners of the
Glebe field and their advisors, it has now been proposed that the optimum way forward for both projects
would be to formally link them together within one planning application for submission to South Oxfordshire
District Council (SODC).
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Some Changes On The Parish Council
At the Annual Council Meeting, the meeting at which the
Chairman for the coming year is elected and committees
and working groups are re-confirmed, a new Chairman
was elected. At the meeting, held on 21st May, Cllr Roy
McMillan stepped down as Chairman, and he nominated
Cllr Bryan Urbick as Chairman. Bryan was elected and
agreed to act as Chairman for the year, taking the
Council into the next election.

Such a linkage would - if the end result was accepted
by SODC - allow for a more sizeable financial contribution - from the 25 home development on the Glebe - to
be made towards the cost of the proposed new Community Hall on the Rec.

It should be noted, there are still currently two vacant
Councillor positions. Diana Hathaway has agreed to fill
one of those vacancies, subject to confirmation at the
next meeting. We still have another.

The two Project Working Groups, the Parish Council
and the Amenities Charity, are now working closely together with the Diocese, the owners of the Glebe field
and their advisors, in order to develop a plan which
could result in such a solution.

The Parish Council is the first rung of local Government,
and though cannot address every issue that we face, a
Parish Councillor can help to influence and shape our
local community. Won’t you put your name forward for
consideration?

Further details will appear in next month’s newsletter.
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667, roy.c.mcm@gmail.com
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Community Hall Consultation
There will be a brief consultation on the plans for the
new Community Hall in the Village Hall on Saturday
30th June from 2:00 to 5:00pm. As you know, the plan
is to build a new building on the Recreation Ground to
include a Hall and Shop. At
the consultation we aim is
to show review the requirements for the building and
a couple of options on the
layout in the form of draft
plan drawings. We will
have people on hand to
discuss the drawings and
how we take the project
forward. We will be interested in your comments
and will consider them carefully in finalising the drawings and designs for the building.
This consultation meeting is just a brief, early stage
meeting. We plan to have a full, detailed consultation
once we have designs finalised and are closer to going
forward to a planning application. Then, of course, the
planning process itself will give more opportunity for
comment.
Geoff Ward
geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk
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May Fayre Thank You!

You Can’t Have Everything

Thank you to all of South Stoke for helping to make the
May Fayre another successful event. We hope you
enjoyed it. It was an absolute scorcher this year.
The parents from the Primary School all pulled together
over the weekend to make sure it went as smoothly as
possible, and it was great to see so many village
groups benefiting from the day. This year, we had involvement from the shop, the Amenities Charity, the
Perch and Pike, the Church and a wonderful raffle prize
from the Angling Club. If any
other village group would like
to be involved next year,
please do let me know.
Funds raised by the event go
towards supplementing the
children’s education. This
year in addition to workshops
and school clubs (such as
cooking and sports), Years 5
& 6 will be taking part in a
PGL residential activity
camp. The children are also currently learning about
World War II and the PA have just funded a wholeschool trip Blenheim Palace to learn about espionage
and evacuees.

If you’re lucky
You find someone
To live with
To share your views
And what you do?
You don’t do some things
That you might have done
You do some things you might not have done
You just want to please
What do you want to do?
I want to do what you want
Yes but i want to do what you want
When they’re gone
You’re free to do as you like
And you do the things
You used not to do
But
They are not there
To Share
- Chris Bertrand -

Phil Wortley
Chair of the Parents' Association
philwortley@me.com

South Stoke Community Shop

Deputy Manager
Job Opportunity
We are looking for a motivated individual
to join our small local shop team. The role
will be to work closely with the Manager
to ensure the smooth running of the shop
and include:
x
x

We are happy to announce that we have been granted another year from our landlord Christchurch College for the fishing rights here in our village. My aim
since 2014 was to keep this local for our village.
Memberships are now available if anyone wants to
just fish or support what we do, £20pp (increase due
to higher rent)
If anyone you know wants to join we will be pleased to
see them either at the river bank or at one of our
events,
On a personal note may I thank those who have supported us and we really appreciate it.
Paul Stevens
paul@south-stoke-angling-club.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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x
x
x
x

Serving in the shop and working with
our volunteers
Managing stock levels, rotation and
display
Managing some suppliers
Overseeing newspaper sales
Administration of delivery notes and
invoices
Cash handling including cashing up

Hours will need to be mutually agreed
with the shop board but will include Friday
afternoons 2 – 6pm, Tuesday afternoon
3:30 – 5:30pm, and a couple of Saturday
afternoons each month. Pay scale starts
at £7.83 per hour.
Apply in writing to Jules Costello, South Stoke
Shop, Cross Keys Road, RG8 0JS with details
of relevant work experience and why you
would be right for the role.
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Village E-Mails
The new General Data Protection Regulations came into
effect on 25 May 2018. The contact information (data) we
have, regarding village e-mailings, is solely used to provide local information. As a result, it was not necessary to
email everyone seeking another ‘opt-in’. For simplicity,
though, we have modified the list to provide you more control. There are now different categories of information:
x

Dear Villagers

x

We are writing to tell you that we are very grateful for
the support you have given us with our May Fayre this
year. As always you didn’t let us down by coming in
large numbers to visit.
Your generosity and the money you gave us has
helped to make the May Fayre a huge success. This
means we can now go on some fun trips, buy new
resources and help improve our well being in school.
We hope you liked coming and enjoyed all the stalls
and entertainment. We always enjoy performing at
the May Fayre and sharing our dancing. We hope
you continue this by attending next year.
Thank you again.
Year 6
on behalf of South Stoke Primary School

x

x

x

x

General Info - local announcements or information of
general interest
Shop News - information about the Shop, including
about special events and offers
South Stoke Parish Newsletter - to remind of the
deadline for submissions as well as to inform when the
monthly newsletter is available to download on-line
Community Hall Project - information about the Community Hall project progress and updates on fundraising
The Amenities Charity (Recreation Ground & Village Hall) - notices about the Recreation Ground and
Village Hall, including updates on fundraising
Shop Shareholders - notices to shareholders in the
South Stoke Community Shop

You may, at any time, opt in or opt out of these different
topics of communication. On every e-mail there is a link to
your profile on which you can make changes. You can
also unsubscribe from all communication.
The Parish Council also have adopted a new Privacy policy (http://www.southstoke.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/19-Privacy-Notice.pdf, or if you would
like a printed copy, please contact me and I will provide
one.

The Battle Of The Bunnies
Thanks to Mark Hathaway the Recreation Ground is
currently mole free but the battle with the rabbits continues!

If you are not on the emailing list and would like to be,
please e-mail me. I will provide to you a link to sign up.
Cllr Bryan Urbick
South Stoke Parish Council, editor@southstoke.org.uk
871 055

South Stoke 200 Club
The May draw took place on Monday 14th in the Perch
& Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£90) Sue Taylor
(£66) Martin Bullock
(£45) Geoff Ward
(£23) Veronica Aldridge

The June draw will take place on Monday 11th in the
Perch & Pike at around 8.00pm.
Our main concern at the moment is the large hazardous
holes that they dig just where children are going to be
running. To help with this a small pile of topsoil has
been delivered and is down by the railway on the left as
you face it. This is for filling the holes.
So anyone with a spare moment and a wheel barrow
please take the opportunity to fill a few. Hopefully over
time we will get on top of it and can fill them as soon as
they appear.

To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

NB PLEASE DON’T TAKE THE SOIL AWAY!
Chris Bertrand
The Amenities Charity, Acting Chair
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Planning Applications In South Stoke
The way that the Parish Councils in South Oxfordshire
District Council are consulted on planning applications
has changed. Previously, the response was either
’Recommend Approval’, ’No Strong Views’ or
’Recommend Refusal’. The current response are now
‘FULLY SUPPORTS this application for the following
reasons’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS to this application’, ‘NO OBJECTIONS
to this application but
wish the following comments to be taken into
account’ or ‘OBJECTS
to this application for
the following reasons’.
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting). No new applications at the time of
going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC
x P18/S0991/FUL - South Stoke Primary School The
Street South Stoke RG8 0JS: Removal of defective
playground equipment and erection of replacement
equipment. PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO OBJECTIONS.
Decisions by SODC
No decisions have been reported since last newsletter.
For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.

South Stoke Historical Society
What did young women lace makers in 19th century Oxfordshire do to keep warm in Winter with no access to an
open fire?
The answer was provided by Liz Woolley who gave a spirited and well researched presentation on Child Labour in
19th century Oxfordshire at the Historical Society
meeting on 27 April. She opened her talk with a survey of
the various resources available for research including official reports, census returns,
legislation and contemporary
newspaper articles. In our
county child labour substantially involved menial tasks like
bird scaring in the fields, gleaning and domestic work. There
was some skilled work such as
lacemaking and glove-making
in places like Woodstock and
even some boys being hired away to other work such as
sea fishing. Much of the work was arduous and repetitive.
Liz noted the tension between the school authorities and
employers, especially farmers, in making use of children,
many under 10 years of age, and their time. Much of the
social legislation including the Education Act of 1870 was
either ignored or only partially applied.
Answer to the above? They might bring a pot of glowing
embers from home and conceal it under their voluminous
skirts whilst sitting round a work table!
Tales of tragedy and woe interspersed with romance and
comedy did much to delight our visit to Dorchester Abbey
for the Society’s outing on 11 May. Our guides, Tim and
Margaret (our group was split into two interchanging a tour
of the Abbey with a tutored visit to the Museum) spoke of
scandalous doings of medieval monks, students brought in
from 15th century Oxford to aid a lock up escape and of a
painted religious figure seemingly making a cell phone
call.
Historical tours normally abound with a succession of
dates and events in chronological order and naturally we
covered the Abbey as the seat of the largest diocese in
England and its position as a cathedral for 400 years. We
heard of its later dereliction until it became merely a village
church, with its monastic origins dispersed, at the Tudor
Dissolution.
What made this tour different were the numerous anecdotes and examples that have enabled us centuries later
to see into the mindset of monks and craftsmen. Just one
example. The incredible Tree of Jesse stained glass East
window we were told has two drill holes allowing the sun
to stream through the eyes of the Devil as if warning the
congregation to stay awake. A bit of wry humour?
Our tour of the Abbey and the Museum (an excellent exposition of the history of the Abbey and the village in its
various phases, illustrated and explained by our guide)
was rounded off by a cream and cakes tea. Both Museum
and tea room are housed in the ancient guesthouse of the
former monastery, a lovely and traditional setting.

South Stoke Historical Society visit to Dorchester Abbey
on 11th May. Photos, with thanks to Terry Jones.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Parking problems were solved by the group travelling to
and from Dorchester by minibus. Many thanks to Janet for
arranging this plus the whole afternoon’s visit. Thanks also
to the many volunteers whose efforts made this outing so
enjoyable and successful.
Michael Saunders

June 2018

4

South Stoke Women’s Institute

How’re The Bees Doing?

On Tuesday 8th May, a beautiful sunny afternoon,
members of South Stoke WI met in the Village Hall for
the May meeting. Our President Rita Mann opened the
meeting by welcoming 28 members and 1 visitor.
Each month cards and small presents are distributed to
anyone with a birthday during the month. May is also the
Annual Resolution Meeting and these cover issues that
members feel directly impact our lives.
This year the topic was
Mental Health. 1-in-4 of the
population will at some time
experience some form of
Mental Health problem, but
only 11% of the NHS budget
is allocated to providing care.
Just over a tenth of the
budget for a quarter of the population does not sound
very fair. Patients wait weeks and months for treatment.
The Resolution called upon the Government to provide
equal access and care in the NHS for all patients with
Mental Health problems and to lobby the Government to
provide this.

May has been a terrific month for our bees. The cold
weather of April gave way to a glorious May, causing
blossom to erupt everywhere and there has been an
exceptionally good honey flow. Colonies continue to
build up and some are now overflowing with bees and
will soon need to be divided.
Some colonies are starting to create new queens, following their natural reproductive urge to create new colonies. Larvae destined to become queens are fed with
royal jelly and are raised in special vertical cells. The
picture below shows a long queen cell to the left hand
side of the comb.

After a short discussion the Resolution was passed
unanimously. This will now be debated at The National
Annual General meeting in June and if passed will be
put on the statute books. This is when the real
campaigning and lobbying will start.
We, as a group, have a huge inﬂuence on Government.
Over the years many, many resolutions have been acted
upon by serving Governments and the WI can be very
proud of its role in campaigning for change. Previous
resolutions range from equal pay to breast cancer
screening, domestic violence and smoking in public
places.
Each year when the programme for the coming year is
put together, great thought is put into the planning of
interesting, informative, and at times amusing speakers but social time at meetings is also something that is
included. Members interaction with each other - making
new friends and just having a chat and a laugh - are also
of great value. With this in mind the May meeting
included a Bingo session. Members got down to simply
having fun. Prizes were awarded for a series of full
houses, any line or even the ﬁrst 5 numbers marked.
This was followed by afternoon tea. Dainty sandwiches
and a variety of cakes were enjoyed by all. A vote of
thanks is always given to the ladies who provide such
gorgeous spreads. Each month, 3 or 4 ladies volunteer.
It is surprising how much satisfaction you can get seeing
all your efforts in the kitchen enjoyed by so many
friends.
Our next meeting is Tuesday 12th June at 2.15pm in
South Stoke Village Hall. Visitors are always made very
welcome - and remember you also get a delicious tea.
Why not come along and join us for an afternoon? You
might ﬁnd you like it.
Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Left to their own devices, the bees will swarm when a
queen cell is mature, but if the queen cells appear in
well-behaved and productive colonies then beekeepers
use them to start new colonies in a (hopefully!) more
controlled way.
The next big job will be to extract some spring honey.
This has to be done soon, because it will contain some
Oil Seed Rape, which crystallises quickly – and also
because both shop and pub have run out of South
Stoke Honey!
Paul Jenkins
paul@south-stoke.co.uk

Just A Reminder...
South Stoke Historical Society are on their travels
again. We are off to Eynsham to be guided by Steve
Parrinder. He gave us a fascinating talk on Eynsham
Abbey earlier in the year. The first group will set off on
Wednesday 27th June and the second group on Thursday 28th June. We will arrive there at 2pm.
More details will be sent to members in early June. If
anyone else wishes to go just let me know.
Linda Gatto
01491 874308, l.gatto@btinternet.com
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Goring Community Library
Stories and Rhymes!
Fun, free (and sometimes noisy) sessions on Friday
afternoons, 2.30 – 3.00 pm. Children of all pre-school
ages are welcome with their parents/carers. For more
information, please contact us using the details below.
Gap Festival events at the library – see the festival
website or booklet for full details.
x
x
x

Janet Hurst’s talk on Unsung Heroines is fully
booked
Special stories and rhymes session, Friday 15th
June. Places available.
Children’s drama workshops in partnership with Perform, Saturday 9th June. Last few places available.

Please book in advance via the library or using our contact details below.
Upcoming Events
It will soon be time for this year’s Summer Reading
Challenge. More information will follow: this is just a
taster!

Sponsored Parachute Jump
Sue Taylor and Maurice Scarratt are planning a tandem parachute jump from South Stoke International
on June 3rd, weather permitting. (It was originally
scheduled for 27th May, but the weather wasn’t being
friendly.) They are not in tandem together, of course,
but each strapped to a hulking, experienced parachutist (perhaps that’s the attraction!).

From 14th July to 15th September children across
Oxfordshire can join the Mischief Makers for the Summer Reading Challenge 2018, celebrating the 80th anniversary of The Beano.

They have kindly offered that all sponsorship money
will go towards the new Community Hall. They are
covering the cost of the jump themselves.
If you would like to encourage them with some sponsorship money, please go to http://everyclick.com/
southstokehall to make your donation.
Geoff Ward
geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk
At time of going to press with this issue of the newsletter, the contributions totalled £1,706. Though a
remarkable total, further donations can be made on
the everyclick.com website. Or if you prefer to donate
through other means, please contact Geoff. - Editor

HOLD THE DATE

© DC Thomson Ltd (2018)

Local and Family History advice sessions
Our pre-bookable free sessions with Janet Hurst of
Goring Gap Local History Society are now closed for
the summer. We expect to start up again in September.
Library opening hours:
Monday
9.30 – 12.30 self-service and volunteer
assistance
Tuesday
9.30 – 12.30 and 2.00 – 7.00
Wednesday Closed
Thursday
9.30 – 12.30 and 2.00 – 5.00
Friday
9.30 – 12.30 and 2.00 – 5.00
Saturday
9.30 – 1.00
We look forward to seeing you in your Community Library
soon!

South Stoke Community Shop
Shareholders’ Annual General Meeting

Sarah Coulson-Phillips
Library Manager
01491 873028 or goring.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Thursday 12th July 2018
8.00pm
South Stoke Village Hall
Further information will be published on village noticeboards and sent to all Shareholders in June.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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June News
from the Woodcote Library…

Wallingford Festival of Cycling
th

th

Friday 6 July to Sunday 8 July
This three day festival – which has grown from just
one day at its launch in 2014 – is packed with events
to inspire as many people as possible, young and old,
to get on their bikes. This not-for-profit festival is run
entirely by volunteer cycling enthusiasts and features
a mix of free and paid-for activities, all centred around
the community and bikes.
Starting on Friday 6th
July to Sunday 8th
July, it promises an
action-packed weekend. Activities include several organised rides for all ages
and abilities, a pump
track, outdoor spin
classes, children’s
cycle coaching and
more. New additions
include The Festival
Cycling Show at the Wallingford Corn Exchange and
the crazy soap box challenge! We are also delighted
to partner with local charity Style Acre who will be organising our first ever Inclusive Ride on Sunday in the
town centre.
Events like this cannot happen without our wonderful
volunteers, so if you fancy getting involved, please
get in contact.
For more information, please visit our website
www.wfoc.co.uk, follow us on Twitter @wfocycling or
Facebook /wallingfordfestivalofcycling or contact
Festival Organiser: Tony Sefton, 07798650161, tony@wallingfordfestivalofcycling.co.uk
Marketing and promotions: Hendriette Knouwds,
07717 836750, hendriette@wallingfordfestivalofcycling.co.uk
Thank you in advance for your support.
Hendriette Knouwds
Participation Coordinator
South Oxfordshire District Council
Mobile: 07717 836750

Summer is just
around the corner,
which means that
National Bookstart
Week is not far
away! National
Bookstart Week is
the BookTrust's
annual celebration
of the joys and benefits of sharing books, stories and
rhymes from as early an age as possible. This year,
National Bookstart Week will take place from 4-10th
June and the theme is Bookstart Bird Boogie. We're
also thrilled to announce that our chosen book is A Busy
Day for Birds by Lucy Cousins.
We will be holding a special Rhymetime on Thursday
7th June at 10am. Come along with your under 5 and
enjoy stories, songs rhymes and fun. There will be craft
activities and giveaways.
Summer Reading Challenge 2018
Full details will be in next month’s edition, but here is a
sneak peek so you can get ready! Read at least six
library books of your choice over the summer holidays.
As you read, you will collect stickers to help solve the
clues and find the treasure. Complete the challenge and
get your own Beano wristband, medal and certificate.
It’s a great time to
be a young reader
in the Library as the
winner of the CILIP
Carnegie award is
announced on the
18th June. Did you
vote? See their website for further details.
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
Please remember that the Library can arrange to
delivery books and media to members of the community
that cannot access our services for whatever reason. Its
free and can really provide a fantastic experience for
those that use it.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary
The next meeting of our adult book club is on Monday
18th June at the normal time of 6pm.

If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
Patient Participation Group
Coffee Morning
10.30-12.00noon, 7th June
Canterbury Room, St Thomas’s Church,
Goring
In order to mark National PPG Awareness Week we
are holding a coffee morning in the Canterbury Room,
St Thomas’s Church in Goring. Why not pop in and
join us and see what the PPG does?
You will have a chance to talk to members and get a
first hand view of what the PPG is able to do to help
ensure that we get the health services we want. You
will have the chance to sign up so that your voice too
can be heard. We look forward to seeing you.
Jeremy Hutchins
Chairman

From Above & Below
Inner Secrets of Wallingford Castle Inner Bailey?
Kevin Barton (of Landscape & Geophysical Services)
will talk to The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about the 'inner secrets' of Wallingford Castle Inner Bailey.
In 2001, Kevin founded 'Landscape & Geophysical Services' to provide archaeological geophysical services in
Ireland and overseas. In recent times he has brought
his broad experience of remote sensing to assist communities in exploring their local heritage.
Much detailed historical and archaeological research
has been carried on the Anglo-Saxon establishment of
Wallingford and the Norman construction of the first
Castle. The most up-to-date research has been published in three primary publications with significant input
by volunteers from Wallingford Museum and TWHAS.
Much has been learnt from the integration of the research results which have revealed that the Inner Bailey includes at least three halls and associated kitchens, a church and other buildings with a large garden
area surrounding the church. There are questions still
remaining about these structures and functional areas
in the Inner Bailey which is the heart of the royal Castle.
Remote sensing with associated visualisation techniques can image archaeological features from above in the air and below - on the ground. The talk will introduce the Castle and review the questions relating to the
Inner Bailey. To address some of the questions, we will
examine new visualisations of existing and recently processed airborne remote sensing data. Finally, with the
help of TWHAS volunteers, some inner secrets of the
Inner Bailey may be revealed in the presentation of preliminary results from a new remote sensing survey
scheduled to be completed in the days preceding this
talk.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 13th June, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.
Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Katharine Keats-Rohan, www.twhas.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

John Howell, MP Writes…
In the last couple of months I have written about different
ways in which I work and about the way in which
Parliament works. I am often asked about the work that I
do on behalf of the Government overseas. I have two roles
on behalf of the Government with take me abroad on a
regular basis. These are as the Prime Minister’s Trade
Envoy to Nigeria and as a representative on the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Also as
a Member of the Justice Select Committee I am sometimes
asked to go on fact finding missions with the Committee.
Trade Envoys are appointed to countries where substantial
trade and investment opportunities have been identified.
My role in Nigeria is therefore to promote British business
and trade interests and particularly to help open channels
for people from the UK to trade with Nigeria. The Trade
Envoy programme predates Brexit but has taken on
greater significance in the light of it. The programme is to
support the drive for economic growth by building on the
UK’s existing relations with these markets and maximising
bilateral trade, thereby generating real and long term
benefits for the UK. It is infamous for corruption but the
current Government there is working to stamp this out. In
this role I am asked to go to Nigeria on short visits several
times a year. I also meet with representatives from Nigeria
here in the UK and attend a series of bi-lateral meetings as
arranged by the Department for International Trade.
The Council of Europe is an older and wider circle of
nations than the EU. It was founded in 1949 and currently
has 47 member states. We will remain members of the
Council of Europe once we have left the EU. As an
international organisation it is dedicated to upholding
human rights, democracy and the rule of law. It oversees
the European Court of Human Rights. The Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) is made up of
324 members drawn from the national parliaments of the
Council’s member states. Among its tasks the Assembly
holds governments to account on human rights issues and
presses states to maintain democratic standards.
These international roles are yet another facet of the work
of an MP and are an important part of the work we do on
the world stage to secure the UKs place among other
countries. There is information about both of these roles on
the UK Parliamentary website www.parliament,uk
alongside all the other information on the workings of
Parliament.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-May 2018 Update.
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Digging up daffodil bulbs
In a small garden space is a constant problem so
although it would probably be best to let the daffodils
and tulips die down naturally sometimes it is worth
digging them up and storing them. I have a number in
troughs and I need the troughs for summer bedding. (I
grew a huge quantity of annuals from seed and now
have nowhere to put them!) Don’t cut off the leaves -the
plants need the nutrition to go back into the bulb. Allow
them to dry off before storing in a dry cool place.
The Plants will decide
Recommending particular plants and varieties is fraught
with danger. They may like you but they might detest
me!
What I mean is; when we moved from Shinfield I wanted
to put in some climbing roses to cover various bits of
trellis. Penny Lane had been amazing; a pink, scented,
almost thorn-less rose that bloomed two or three times a
year, so I planted two. Six years later they have hardly
grown. Compassion was another wonderful rose I had in
my previous garden; big blousy blooms, vigorous
growth, two showings, beautiful scent. It has hardly
performed here and struggles with severe black spot.
On a slightly different tack lets look at Honesty. The
purple blooms are striking and lead on to those amazing
silvery moon-like seed pods. If you’re lucky you can find
a white version. Well, I thought, I shall take advantage of
this willing weed. One year I collected masses of seed
and planted them all round the garden. The resultnothing! This year I just let them get on with it and I have
more, lovely, tall, blooming flowers than ever.
Perhaps the exception to prove the rule is myosotisForget-Me-Not. If, like me, you would rather see no
earth in your flower garden; but just plants, and
preferably flowering ones, then be a friend to the forgetme-not. Not only will they smother all available ground
but when you’ve had enough or they have died back
they are so easy to remove and yet seed so readily that
they will be there again next year to serve you.
Finally, Delphinium: a particular favourite of mine. On
one side of my garden it powers upwards with its
fabulous glowing blue flowers to six feet or more and on
the other side it simply withers and refuses to return.
So… the message is amazingly Darwinian. Plants, like
all living species, will thrive where their needs match the
environment. You have a choice - find the plants that
match your gardens ecology or change your garden’s
fundamental nature to meet the requirements of the
plants. In my view follow the path of least resistance and
cultivate the plants that like what you got!
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
Forget-me-not flowers (myosotis sylvatica)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St Andrew’s Flower Festival - Another Beautiful Success!
On Sunday 6th May and Monday 7th May, St Andrew’s welcomed probably the largest number of visitors ever to
its annual Flower Festival. The weather was glorious! The church was filled not only with those wishing to see the
flowers but by many others, dogs included, seeking a place to cool down. Even the churchyard provided shelter
from the sun, with every conceivable patch of shade taken up by families and friends enjoying a day out for the
South Stoke School May Fair.
This year our dedicated team of flower arrangers contributed their stunning arrangements in loving memory of our
Vicar, The Rev Paul Boughton, who died in January. Paul was cared for at the Sue Ryder hospice in Nettlebed,
and all donations - together with money collected for the tea and cake served in church on Sunday afternoon - will
be sent there. At the time of writing, visitors continue to make contributions because the flowers are still lovely (As
Liz Dowding said, “They last well, with the church being so cool!”) so we do not have a final figure, but the current
total is an amazing £607.53.
Our special thanks go to Jean Dixon who organised the event, to all the arrangers (Helen Folly, Janet Steel, Sine
Shaw, Sally Horton, Suzanne Small, Frances Ayres) and to everybody who came and made the occasion so memorable, and such a wonderful tribute to Paul.
Sally Baker

St Andrew’s
Flower Festival
Sunday 6th May &
Monday 7th May
2018
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Photos
courtesy
of Janet
Steel
(Thank you!
-Editor)
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Dates for your diary

South Stoke Rocks

th

Food on the Park, Friday 27 July from 5pm. We will
have one or maybe two new fast food wagons on the
recreation Ground. Already booked are Bowlers Meatballs! They are a local company offering fabulous food
– meat and vegetarian meatballs served with rice and
salad usually. Not only is it great tasting food, but they
can cater for crowds and serve it quickly as some local
parties in South Stoke can confirm.

How many South Stoke Shop Rocks have you found?
The idea is simple, paint a large pebble, write South
Stoke Shop Rocks on the back – and hide it! If you find
a Rock photograph yourself with it, share it on Facebook, then hide it again for someone else to find.
There are a few Golden Rocks hidden around the village. Find one of those and take it to the shop for a prize
– a small prize, but a prize nonetheless.
We have had one South Stoke Shop Rock found in
Blenheim Palace. Where will you hide yours?

Vintage Car Boot Sale is back. 1st September on the
Recreation Ground. Look out your bric-a-brac for sale
and plan your costume.

Summer Fruits, Veg & Meat
for the Barbie
Not only do we have a selection of fresh fruit and vegetables, we can take orders for your special occasion or for
the weekend barbecue. Just give us a few days notice.
Either call in to the shop, call 871633 or email
orders@southstokeshop.co.uk
Now what will it be? Spatchcocked Chicken in a tandoori
rub; pork chops with griddled peaches; or rib-eye steaks
marinated in a barbecue sauce served with fresh asparagus?

Customer Accounts
At the May Fayre we launched Customer Accounts.
Take up has been very good. The idea is that you set up
a standing order for £20 or more a month. The money
gets put into your account at the shop and whenever
you buy goods, you pay for it using your account. It
helps the shop with cash flow and we have added a few
extra benefits for Account holders:
x
x

Ridgeway ESB Offer Extended
Great for Fathers’ Day
Ridgeway Brewery have kindly extended their Dry Hopped
ESB offer. As their web site says “Extra Special Bitter is an
English style, which first became popular in London. We
are faithful in our use of exclusively whole English hops –
Challenger and Wye Target, exactly as it should be. The
result is a full warm and rich ale, with a distinct character
from the yeast and an earthy orange peel note from the
late hops.” 8 bottles to the pack at a very special price
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

x
x
x

Its an Easy way to Pay
Easy to Manage as you are in charge of the
standing order
Monthly Draw for all account holders
Priority at Events, early access or early booking
Special Offers, just for Account holders

To get an account, just call in to the shop to pick up a
standing order form, or email Mark Taylor
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com and he will send you one
to print and complete.
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News from
Withymead Nature Reserve

Wallingford Museum
Now Opening Sunday Afternoons

A group of invited guests enjoyed a wonderfully warm and
sunny afternoon at Withymead Nature Reserve on Bank
Holiday Sunday. Some were relatives of Anne Carpmael,
the founder of the Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust which
manages the Reserve, and others had known her as a
good friend. They were joined by former and current Trustees and by those who have been involved in our signage
project over the last year. We have replaced all existing
signage on the Reserve and have added information panels so that visitors can learn about our key species and
about the historic boat building business which thrived at
Withymead in the late 1800s.
Ivor Coleman has been instrumental in driving the project
forward and in producing an implementation strategy
which shows us the way forward and gives us a totally
new look which is in tune with nature. Linda Francis, a
local graphic designer, developed a new logo and beautiful, organic shaped signage. We were grateful that the
project has been supported and funded by grants from
local benefactors. Representatives from the Goring Gap
News Association, Gatehampton Trust and Goring Local
History Society joined with Friends of Withymead to hear
about the project, to see the results and to visit the Reserve.
We have more to do. We want to tell the story of the boat
builder, Samuel Saunders, and his connection with
Withymead and provide more information about the Reserve so that visitors can fully understand why Anne Carpmael wanted to protect this special place for future generations to enjoy.

This year's exhibition at Wallingford Museum
"Treasures with Tales" is proving very popular. From
3rd June, the Museum will also open on Sunday afternoons (2-5pm) - and free entry for accompanied children continues!
The exhibition features a wide variety of fascinating objects loaned by residents, each with its own special significance - from exotic
to fun to poignant - or
just beautiful! Visitors
are able to follow the
'Treasures Trail' and
discover these things
for themselves
throughout the museum. Each will have its
own 'tale' displayed
and can be enjoyed by
the whole family. The treasures are woven in amongst
our other exhibitions which include not only the story of
Wallingford's Saxon origins, its great Royal castle, the
town's links with Agatha Christie, but also updates on
the recent archaeology that is being uncovered by new
developments around the town.
Stu Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Wallingford's Guided
Historic Town Walks
Wallingford's Guided Historic Town Walks have created
much interest and now take place regularly on Saturday
mornings, starting from the Town Hall at 11.00am.
Walks last 1 - 2 hours and cost £5 per person.
These are general walks covering the rich history of
Wallingford, but also touching on the links with Agatha
Christie and 'Midsomer Murders'. They appeal to residents and visitors alike.
Just turn up - no booking is necessary!
Philip Burton
01491-836200

L-R Ivor Coleman, John Farr, Janet Hurst, Jennifer Bending,
Paul Bradstock

The Reserve is looking stunning thanks to the hard work
of our wardens – Roger Wyatt and Sue Morris. If you
haven't yet visited this 13 acre gem – now is the time.
Whilst the Loddon Lilies are coming to the end of their
flowering season, there is much to enjoy at Withymead.
The Reserve will be open between 2pm and 5pm every
last Sunday of the month until the end of August. Make an
afternoon of it and enjoy a cream tea in the study centre.
We'd love to see you. You can visit the Reserve at other
times by contacting the wardens on 01491 872265 or
emailing info@withymead.org Find out more about
Withymead through our website: www.withymead.org.
Jenny Hedge, Trustee, Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Withymead Open Days
Loddon Lily Open Days
and Cream Teas
Sunday 24th June
Sunday 29th July
Sunday 26th August
2pm - 5pm
Withymead Nature Reserve
E: info@withymead.org
W: www.withymead.org
T: 01491 872265
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Healthy, Wealthy & Wise

Goring & Streatley Wine Society

June 9th, 7pm
St Mary’s Church, Wallingford
Are the streets of South Oxfordshire really unsafe?
Are we truly losing lives to air pollution? If so, can it be
stopped?
You are warmly welcome to hear Dr Suzanne Bartington
share her knowledge with us on the “Health Effects of
Air Pollution” on June 9th at 7pm in St Mary’s Church
Wallingford. Suzanne is a medical researcher into Public
Health at the University of Birmingham.
---

“Oh no, not another gloomy talk”
Better again, Suzanne is a County Councillor: County
handles our roads and traffic. Some of our own South
Oxfordshire councillors (county, town and district) are
also able to attend. We’ll get the low-down on air quality
from citizens of Henley, Wallingford and Watlington.

“Move on, move on - where does that get us?”
“Taking a Leaf out of Oxford’s Book” Oxford is ‘streets
ahead’ of us (and needs to be). Oxford City Council
(equivalent to our Districts) has set up a double-first: a
zero-emissions zone for the centre, and a joint
campaign with Friends of the Earth. Chris Church has
kindly agreed to tell us about it.

“Boring - traffic flows - give us something
good”

Do you enjoy drinking wine? Would you like to learn
more about the wines that you are drinking than can
be read from the back of a bottle? Would you like to
taste a diverse and interesting selection of wines on a
regular basis in a convivial atmosphere?
Then you have all the reasons you need to join us for
the regular monthly wine tastings at the Goring &
Streatley Wine Society.
The Society was launched in 1995 to provide a wide
range of informative and fun events, including regular
monthly tastings and food and wine matching experiences. Members also travel overseas together on
custom designed wine tours, most recently to California, Sicily, Piedmont and Slovenia.
Our regular monthly tastings will give you the opportunity not only to taste something a little out of the
ordinary (we have tasted the legendary Chateau
d’Yquem in the past!) but also to note one or two affordable wines for day to day drinking. Normally 7 or 8
wines are tasted and each evening has its own particular theme.
Our tastings are hosted by Ian Hewson (owner of local wine merchant Wine-Man) whose presentation
style is friendly and informal, yet informative as well.
So whether you are an experienced taster who wishes to add to your knowledge, or a complete beginner
who would like to know more about wine, there is
plenty for you to enjoy and learn.

Wine and peanuts? Would that make the time for
discussion and chat more fun? By extraordinary good
luck, St Mary’s Church, Wallingford will by then have a
drinks-licence. Peanuts will be free.

The monthly tastings are held on the first Friday evening of the month in Goring Village Hall. You do not
have to be a member to attend – guests are always
welcome. All we ask is that you book by the Wednesday before the meeting so that we can ensure we
have enough wine for all attending.

“This sounds such fun I’d like to do it all day”

Our next three events are: -

This talk concludes Oxfordshire’s Big Green Day. Come
and see us at the Henley in Transition stall in Broad
Street Oxford during the day, and chat to us about
South Oxfordshire Sustainability.

July 6th

Lighter ABV Wines

September 7
October 5

th

th

---

Veneto Supper
2018 Gold Medal & Trophy
Winners

This South Oxfordshire Sustainability meeting is being
hosted by Sustainable Wallingford. Please contact Sue
Roberts (doctor.sue.roberts@gmail.com),
07913 896 874, for more details.

If you are interested in coming along to any of our
events, you can opt in to receive regular mailings on
our website at

Sue Roberts
Glebe House, Reading Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire
OX10 9DT

Or please ring me.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

www.goringandstreatleywinesociety.co.uk
Philippa Seymour
Secretary, Goring & Streatley Wine
01491 873805
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Start a new relationship with
a marvellous hairdresser
Why not call in for a complimentary consultation with a member of our friendly
team?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your visit when booking in with Mark, Karen or
Luke:

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

June 2018

19

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in June 2018
June 3rd
June 10

th

June 17

th

11.15am St Andrew’s Family Service
11.15am Holy Communion.
(Book of Common
Prayer)

June 12th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

June 14th - 18th

GAP Festival
(Goring & Streatley
www.thegapfestival.org)

June 17th

Open Gardens in North
Stoke (Start-point North
Stoke Village Hall, 2 - 6pm)

June 18th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

June 20th

The monthly Coffee Morning is the third Wednesday
of each month, from 10.30am - 12.00noon in the
church.

Coffee Morning - all
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

June 30th

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.

Community Hall
Consultation (Village Hall,
2 - 5pm)

July 12th

The Benefice Office is open on weekday mornings
during the interregnum. The telephone number is
01491 875651. Voice-mails will be followed up. The
website is www.thomandmary.org.uk and emails can
be sent to vicar@thomandmary.org.uk.

South Stoke Community
Shop, Shareholders’ Annual
General Meeting (Village
Hall, 8pm)

July 27th

Harry Hogg & Michael Codner
Church Wardens

Food on the Park (The Rec,
from 5pm)

September 1st

Vintage Car Boot Sale
(The Rec)

October 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, The Poor Law in
the 18th Century, Deborah
Hayter (Village Hall)

November 30th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Judith Curthoys,
Christ Church Archivist
(Village Hall)

June 24th

11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer)
10.30am Ordination as Priest
Rev Wendy Middleton
(at Dorchester Abbey)
Please note: there is no
service at St Andrew’s to
allow everyone to support
Wendy. Lifts to Dorchester
Abbey will be available.

July 1

st

11.15am St Andrew’s Family Service

The Prayer Meeting held at 2.30pm on the first
Tuesday of each month, at Crossways.

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
July
issue:
Friday 22nd June 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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