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Welcome to Spring!
As the saying goes, time keeps forging ahead. We are
into April, and though the weather hasn’t been somewhat sporadic, all the evidence of Spring begins to
bloom around us and new young creatures grace our
fields (and Facebook pages). Life is bursting out, making its presence known, in its many different facets.

It has come around to that time of year again when
preparations are well under way for the South Stoke
May Fayre which will be on Monday 7th May.

There has been, and continues to be, much work on
the two major projects of the Parish Council - and to get
an update on these, please attend the Parish Annual
Meeting on April 12th, 8.00pm, the Village Hall. There
will be progress updates on the Community Hall project
as well as the Development in South Stoke project - as
well as updates on the activities of the many groups
and organisations in our very busy, small village of
South Stoke. If you are not able to attend, please contact me and you can be provided the written reports
from each.

The Street will be closed between Ferry Road and
Cross Keys Road and if there are any residents that will
need their cars accessible, please let me know and we
will do our best to arrange alternative parking for you.

We’ve also got two openings coming up in the Parish
Council. Though it may seem inconsequential, the Parish Council is the lowest rung in Local Government. It
has some obligations and many powers (though not all
need to be used). This small group of volunteers tries
to support making life in South Stoke that little bit better
for all who live and work here, and it could use a couple
more people to step up and volunteer. It is not an overwhelming commitment, but does requires about 10hrs
or so each month including attendance at monthly Parish Council meetings. It can be quite rewarding to feel
you are doing something for the benefit of our local
community. If interested to learn more, see the contact
details on page 3 of this newsletter.

As usual, the Perch and Pike will be opening their doors/
garden and will be catering a Hog Roast to supplement
the school’s BBQ. I know Simon is working hard to
secure entertainment for later in the afternoon.
We already have many craft stalls signed up for the
event and if you know of anyone else who would like to
have a stall, please ask them to contact Clare at
clarewortley@mac.com.
The school children will be performing the traditional
may pole dancing and we will once again be welcoming
back the Kennet Morris Men as well as Goring and
Streatley Concert Band.
The May Fayre is one of the biggest fundraisers for the
Parent’s Association of South Stoke Primary School and
over the past year, some of the items we have funded
are listed below. We really appreciate the support that
the village lends this event as it makes such a difference
to the children’s education, providing opportunities that
would not normally be possible in such a small school.
Some of the items the PA has funded this year.

Bryan Urbick, Editor
editor@southstoke.org.uk
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The format will be very similar to last year and St
Andrew’s Church will be ringing the bells to mark the
start of the Fayre.










School trip to see The Lion King in London
Swimming for the Juniors
Participation in a schools Choir at the Genting
Arena, Birmingham
After school clubs
Funding for coach trips
Various workshops including Bollywood and
African dance
Lunchtime sports club
PGL residential trip for years 5 & 6

Phil Wortley
Chair of the Parents Association
philwortley@mac.com
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Annual Parish Meeting

The Bier Path

Thursday 12 April - Village Hall – 8pm

‘Many thanks to Robert and Lynn for spreading wood
shavings along the muddy morass of the Bier Path recently. Thanks also to our local tree surgeon Jamie for
providing this admirable filling material, at once environmentally friendly , easy to walk on and looking in keeping with the hedge line.

th

This is the once a year occasion when Parishioners are
able to study reports from all the Parish’s activity
groups and to hear and question speakers from some
of the key village organisations.
Apart from the Parish Council, this year - in addition to
the written reports - we would hope, amongst others, to
have short verbal presentations from a representative
for each of:







The Amenities Charity
The School
The Community Shop
The County Council and South Oxfordshire District Council
The New Community Hall Project Group
The Housing Development Project Group

Refreshments will be served at the end of the formal
proceedings.
Please make a note of this date in your diary, and
please do try and attend. This year, as last year, we are
quite conceivably on the cusp of some major village
developments, and your input to these will be much appreciated.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667 roy@rmcmillan.com

Goring and Woodcote Medical Practice
Patient Participation Group

Open Meeting 14th April, Woodcote Village Hall
on the subject of ‘Looking after your eyesight’
Everyone is invited to the next Patient Participation
Group (PPG) Open Meeting which will take place in the
Woodcote Village Hall on 14 April from 11am 12.30pm. The main topic is ‘Looking after your eyesight’ and there will be talks by Mr Martin Leyland, Consultant Ophthalmologist at the Royal Berkshire Hospital
and Dr Jessica Reed, Practice lead for
Ophthalmology.

South Stoke Historical Society
Friday 27th April will be the date for our next speaker.
Liz Woolley will be giving a talk on “Child Labour in 19th
Century Oxfordshire“. This will be
particularly interesting as many of
us know of the children working in
the Northern industrial areas - in the
mines and factories - but know very
little regarding the agricultural conditions of child workers. Liz is a
very experienced speaker who was giving a talk at Goring only last month but on a different subject.

Any chance of continuing this along the path to Goring!?!
Michael Saunders

Keeping Up Appearances
The Amenities Charity tries hard to keep the Recreation
Ground looking attractive although the rabbits, the
moles and sometimes a few human beings don’t always
make it easy. Asburton Ltd in the person of Ben Pitts
have done an excellent job of mowing over the years
and as from this month we have asked him to take on a
few more jobs.
He will be spraying the path and round the benches to
keep the weeds at bay and is going to deliver some topsoil so he and various volunteers can fill the rabbit
holes. He is also going to attempt to keep the goal nets
in order. We regularly re-pin them to the ground but
mysteriously the pegs disappear just as regularly!
In order to do his work safely it will be necessary to restrict access for a short while to the areas where he is
working. Please try to help him by keeping children at a
distance and giving him a cheery wave and a smile.
Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com

South Stoke 200 Club
The March draw took place on Monday 12th in the
Perch & Pike and the lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£84) Vanda Scholey
(£63) Karlien Mas
(£42) David Kennedy
(£22) Martin Bullock

The April draw will take place on Monday 16th in the
Perch & Pike at around 9.30pm, after the Amenities
Charity meeting.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

The talk is an 8 o’clock start in South Stoke Village Hall.
As usual all are welcome. Members and
youngsters £3 Non-members £5.
Linda Gatto
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Can You Help, Please?

Parish of South Stoke
Notice of Vacancy In The Office Of
Parish Councillor

I’m looking for two or three people to help raise funds
for the new Community Hall in South Stoke. If you
would like to have a chat about this exciting project,
please give me a call on 873342.
The Community Hall is a replacement for the village hall
and also a new village shop. We need to raise a significant amount of money from grants. We will need to
trawl through all the grant options, select the most appropriate ones and make very good applications to
meet their brief and their timescales. We also will need
some money from local fund raising, from events in the
village and from donations.
We already have a strong team looking at the building
requirements and all the build aspects. We now need
another team to focus on raising funds. I anticipate that
we need to spend a bit of time researching the grant
options and developing our fund raising plan. We will
need to coordinate others rather than trying to do it all
ourselves. Getting a good fund raising team in place is
critical to the success of the project. Please give me a
call.
Geoff Ward, geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that there is a casual vacancy on the above Council caused by the resignation
of Cllr John Verrill.
The vacancy will be filled by election if, within fourteen
days of the date of this notice, any ten local government
electors for the said parish submit a written request to
the Returning Officer, South Oxfordshire District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Abingdon OX14
4SB.
In computing the fourteen days, a Saturday or Sunday,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a Bank
Holiday, or a day appointed for public thanksgiving or
mourning, shall be disregarded.
If no written request for an election is received by the
Returning Officer within the time specified, the vacancy
will be filled by co-option by the Parish Council
(Official notice dated 3rd day of April 2018)

Planning Applications In South Stoke
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting). No new applications at the time of
going to press.
Pending Decision by SODC
 P18/S0297/HH - Manor House, The Street: Existing
Barn conversion to ancillary domestic accommodation. PARISH COUNCIL RECOMMENDED REFUSAL.
 P18/S0298/LB - Manor House, The Street: Listed
Building consent of existing Barn conversion to ancillary domestic accommodation. PARISH COUNCIL
RECOMMENDED REFUSAL.
 P18/S0571/FUL - The Coaching Barn, Little Stoke
Manor, Little Stoke: Proposal to make a space to
coach people, mainly children, in Arts and Country
skills. PARISH COUNCIL RECOMMENDED APPROVAL
 P18/S0359/LB - The Coaching Barn, Little Stoke
Manor, Little Stoke: Listed Building consent for proposal to make a space to coach people, mainly children, in Arts and Country skills. PARISH COUNCIL
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL
Decisions by SODC
 P18/S0215/HH - Tudor Barn, Cross Keys Rd: construction of a detached timber framed garage with
space for one vehicle. PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO
STRONG VIEWS, SODC GRANTED PLANNING
PERMISSION.
 P18/S0153/LB - Annexe Fulbrook House, The
Street: Internal modifications to update annex conversion. PARISH COUNCIL RECOMMENDED APPROVAL, SODC GRANTED PLANNING PERMISSION.
For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Statutory Notice As Per
Local Government Act 1972

Colin Ratcliff
Clerk to the South Stoke Parish Council
Please note, as there is also expected to be the resignation of Cllr Mick Walsh in May, we will be looking for
two new Parish Councillors. Anyone interested in
learning about being a Parish Councillor, please contact
Roy McMillan, Chairman, roy@rmcmillan.com or Colin
Ratcliff, our Clerk, clerk@southstoke.org.uk.

The Royal Harmonics Show
March 10th 2018

The Royals would like to thank South Stoke villagers for
the many complimentary messages they received after
their Show but, more importantly, they wish to thank
Catherine Jarvis and Fiona Linton for their important
contribution to the evening’s enjoyment.
Thanks are also due to the clergy and churchwardens
and to the Headteacher for making the Church and
School available for the Show.
The Royals are
pleased to confirm that after the
Charity’s share
of ticket revenues and after
receiving 100% of the bar profits, raffle takings, donations and door collection (the latter thanks to Fiona Linton’s initiative and persuasive charms!), Children with
Cancer will receive a donation of just over £1,000. This
will be paid via Phil Wortley’s official registration and
will be augmented under gift aid.
Requests not to leave another five years before their
next visit are a huge encouragement to the Royals –but
they will have to learn a dozen new songs first!
Julian Charman
pp Windsor Acappella Club
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South Stoke Women’s Institute

How’re The Bees Doing?

March is an important month in the WI year as well as
the monthly meeting it is also the Annual General
Meeting. South Stoke WI met on Tuesday 13th March at
2.15pm in the Village Hall. We celebrated birthdays with
two of our members this month. Cards and small gifts
are always given but with one being a very special 90th
bouquet was also presented.
Social outings are always being organised and this
month we are having a group lunch at The
Goring and Streatley Golf Club. The
outing there last year was so
popular we opted to go again. A
nice compliment to the Club. There
is always something on offer to
appeal to all members each month
whether organised by ourselves our
County Committee or Head Quarters in London.

The bees spent the winter clustered in their hives, eating their way through their stores. This would all have
been honey if the bee-keeper hadn’t removed some of
it and given them sugar syrup instead!
They flew on the warmer afternoons to collect pollen,
nectar, and water - and to leave yellow spots on the
washing.

AGM’s can be daunting but are a very important part of
the running of any organisation. This is when Financial
matters are discussed and our Treasurer is herself a
treasure and she always explains simply and clearly
income and expenditure. The majority of the latter is
spent mainly on speakers as costs for them, particularly
on mileage, go up. Good speakers are essential but
so are social meetings and we have so many talented
members in our midst. To have them share their skill
Pollen is the protein source for rearing new bees, and
and enthusiasm is always fun, rewarding and a privilege. water is used to dilute the stores, the bees’ source of
carbohydrate.
The ballot for President saw Rita Mann reconfirmed as
President. Six serving committee members were also re- It has been a long winter and some colonies in the area
elected for the coming year.
have not survived, but in South Stoke we are fortunate
to have many winter and early-flowering shrubs and
After the business section of the meeting our speaker
trees in the gardens, and hazel and willow in the counwas introduced as Jane Stubbs and her talk was called
tryside. The bees have come through the winter well.
“The Fight for Votes for Women”, a particularly
significant topic as this is the anniversary year when
Queens have been stepping up their egg-laying since
some women were granted the right to vote. The
January and the number of workers in the colonies is
campaign to gain the vote had taken over 60 years and
increasing rapidly, ready for the main spring honey flow
the turning point was in fact the end of the First World
in April, and the swarm season.
War. Women who had been essential to the war effort
Paul Jenkins
were no longer content to go back to obscurity with
decisions being made for them. These were women who paul@south-stoke.co.uk
had driven ambulances onto the battlefields to rescue
wounded soldiers, had worked in munition factories and
had many in senior positions because the men were at
Housing Development Project Update
the front fighting. In the beginning only women who were
A meeting took place on Tuesday 20th March between
householders, graduates, or of independent means were representatives of the Glebe field’s land-owners and repgranted the vote, but eventually it was extended to all.
resentatives of the Parish Council and project Steering
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the women and the
Group.
men who supported the women’s campaign throughout
A number of concerns were raised by each of the parties
the years. It is easy to forget the sacrifices made for the
and these were discussed in detail resulting in a plan of
freedoms we enjoy today.
action to clarify the issues and agree a common way forAfternoon tea was then served a feature of South Stoke ward for the project. Once this work is completed it was
WI as this is a chance to discuss the talk just heard
also agreed to seek a high level meeting with SODC in
catch up with friends and best of all enjoy all the great
order to better understand how the proposed development
cakes tarts and sandwiches which our hostesses had
might achieve planning approval and how the village could
receive a contribution towards the building of the proposed
produced. Members take it in turns to host tea each
new Community Hall on the Recreation Ground.
month, it is very much appreciated and they always get
a very big vote of thanks.
Further updates will appear in future editions of this newsWe meet every second Tuesday in the month at 2.15pm letter as and when they are known.
in South Stoke village hall. We are a very friendly group
Cllr Roy McMillan,
and visitors are always welcome.
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council, 07770592667,
Margaret Boorne
roy@rmcmillan.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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134 Bus Service As From Monday 9th April
There are some minor timing changes to several of our local services to Wallingford and Goring
which take effect on the above date. I suggest that you cut out this page and keep it handy.
Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council, 07770592667, roy@rmcmillan.com

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Back To The 50s & 60s

Open Tower & Flower Festival

Martin Bullock’s film nights are always a firm favourite
and Friday 23rd March in the Village Hall was no exception. Martin presented a range of films from the 1950s
and 60s which kept us entertained, interested and
amused, in equal order.
The first focus was on the fashion scene prevailing in
1960, with an elegant presentation of contemporary designs by models at the Malt House. This was followed
in equal elegance in presentations by villagers at the
Village Hall later that year, in aid of the Church Restoration Fund.
We then returned to 13th June 1959 to see the final run
of the Wallingford Bunk, the train service that had run
between Wallingford and Cholsey since around 1890. It
was very atmospheric and intriguing to see the local
populace turning out to participate in the last run of the
train, with Tank Engine no. 1444 in charge. The Mayor
and dignitaries of Wallingford doffed their impressive
headgear to the train driver and everyone looked very
happy. [When can we have it back?]
The historic village of Ewelme then came into view on
the screen, as the demanding and arduous work at the
watercress beds was revealed. Views of the village
showed were serene against the backdrop of the complex use of natural water sources and geography of the
area to produce the abundant crop of watercress, just at
the right time in the year, for sale in local market towns,
including Wallingford. It was interesting to see Wallingford market in operation at that time.
The final film of the evening was the old favourite of
‘Our Village’, showing South Stoke in 1957 and the farm
activities throughout the year. The colours around harvest time, the cows grazing the water meadows by the
river as boats glided by and the appearance of a happy
hardworking community, ended the night on a high!
Thank you to Martin for maintaining and showing his
collection of films. South Stoke is indeed very lucky to
have access to such a unique collection, based on
great foresight by the Bullock family.
Alan Harrison

Open Gardens In North Stoke
Sunday 17th June 2018
2.00pm to 6.00pm

If you are looking to spend an enjoyable afternoon then
come and join us in North Stoke on Sunday 17th June. 12
residents have kindly offered to open their gardens including some new editions. All the gardens are close together
- three are particularly large gardens with river and lake
frontages and others are small and interesting with individual delights to discover – a splendid afternoon with a superb cream tea!
The starting point will be the Village Hall (OX10 6BL)
where tickets can be purchased £5 per adult (children
free) – sorry no dogs! Group bookings can be arranged in
advance contact Judith.Soames@btinternet.com Special
parking arrangements have been made for the day. All
proceeds for the Village Hall towards our proposal to install an accessible toilet for the less abled with a parent
and child facility.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

St Andrew’s Church

We are opening the clock room and belfry this coming
May Bank Holiday in conjunction with the ladies of the
church who are putting on a flower festival at the same
time. This has been brought forward to May this year due
to no Open Gardens taking place in August. In the tower we are opening the clock room to allow villagers and
the public to view our new automatic clock timer in addition to th electric clock winder. In addition the belfry will be
open on the next floor.
The opening times for both the open tower & flower festival are as below with the added addition that there will be
teas & cakes on the Sunday afternoon only.
Sunday 6th May --- 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Monday 7th May 12.00 pm to 5.00pm
The flower festival donations are to be given to Sue Ryder
for all their caring they gave to our vicar Paul Boughton
whilst he was there.

Robert Small
robandsue1975@btinternet.com

Goring Community Library
World Book Day Activities
Sadly our World Book Day activities for children were
cancelled due to the snowy and very cold conditions on
1st March.
We thought this was a bit of a shame, so we’re inviting
children aged 3 – 11 to join us on Thursday 12th April
between 3.00 and 4.00 pm. Feel free to dress up (if
you have a literary-themed costume) and come and
design your own book mark to take home. You could
also enter our Easter egg design competition!
Children under 8 years old must be accompanied by a
parent or carer.
Stories and Rhymes!
Fun, free (and sometimes noisy) sessions on Friday
afternoons, 2.30 – 3.00 pm. Children of all pre-school
ages are welcome with their parents/carers. For more
information, please contact us using the details below.
Local and Family History advice sessions
Pre-bookable free sessions with Janet Hurst of Goring
Gap Local History Society. 10.00 – 12.00 on the third
Friday of the month. Next session April 20th. Please use
the contact details below to book.
Library opening hours:
Monday
9.30 – 12.30 self-service and volunteer assistance
Tuesday
9.30 – 12.30 and 2.00 – 7.00
Wednesday Closed
Thursday 9.30 – 12.30 and 2.00 – 5.00
Friday
9.30 – 12.30 and 2.00 – 5.00
Saturday 9.30 – 1.00
We look forward to seeing you in your Community Library soon!
Sarah Coulson-Phillips
Library Manager
01491 873028 or goring.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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At the time of writing, we are just one week away from
Easter and yet snow is forecast again! The poor daffodils this year are getting a bit of fright but hopefully as
we move into British Summer time this weekend we will
start to see the sunshine a little more often.
The longer and brighter summer days are always welcomed at the shop as the park becomes busier both after school days and at the weekends. Do spread the
word to your friends and family (especially those with
young children) about our great park here in South
Stoke and what the community shop can offer. We are
very aware that our signage is not great at the moment
and we are working to try and improve this and put our
shop firmly on the map. If you do visit the park and use
Facebook we would love you to like our page (The Shop
at South Stoke) and of course, then share any news and
events we may coming up.
for a regular sour dough and we can ensure it is reserved for you.
You may have noticed that we have reduced the stock
of fresh meat available in the shop. Sadly, we were
wasting too much fresh meat so I have reduced this significantly. However, I will ensure there is always fresh
bacon available but do remember that we can order in
ANY type of meat you wish. Delivery to the shop is
normally on a Thursday so ideally pop in or ring the
shop to place your order by close of play Tuesday.
Finally, as the days get longer we are now returning to
our summer opening hours from 1st April until October
1st, which are as follows:
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9am – 5.30pm
9am – 5.00pm
9am – noon

Jules Costello
Talking of events, we are hoping to organise another
julescostello@btinternet.com
foodie evening event on the park as we have done in
the past as they have proved so popular. I am currently
trying to source food traders for this so if any of you visit
events and see and taste good food please do pick up
their card and pop it into me at the shop, as its always
great to get good recommendations and to ring the
changes with something we haven’t tried before.
We are delighted with the response to the artisan
breads returning each Saturday. We currently have
stock each Saturday morning of XT Sour dough which is
made with XT beer from Long Crendon, Cornfield Sour
dough and Spelt Sour dough. These are popular and if
you wish to avoid missing them, why not place an order
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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John Howell, MP Writes…

Seven years ago when we first moved into South Stoke
I planted two roses that I had grown from cuttings of a
rose at our previous house. It’s a wonderful yellow rose
that is always the first and the last rose to flower with a
lovely scent. Unfortunately I don’t know its name.
What I also didn’t know is that when I brought it with me
from Shinfield, I brought something else as well.
Somewhere in the compost must have been a piece of
root of ground elder. It did nothing for years and I didn’t
even know it was there but then last year I spotted it
growing away at the base of the rose. This year I
decided to dig over the entire bed - and filled a
wheelbarrow with ground elder roots. So now each year
I can look forward to an ongoing battle that I know I
can’t win!
My Plant of the Year is Choisya Ternata Sundance

Along with all MPs I regularly receive campaign emails
originated from various organisations to which supporters
of the particular cause sign up and send a template email
to their MP. Many of these templates are well-constructed
and the emails can be helpful indicating the level of support
for a particular campaign. What is too often missing with
this campaign approach are the personal stories that so
often give such meaning to the issues that people raise.
One recent campaign has been from perhaps a relatively
small group on treatment for Cystic Fibrosis. In particular I
have been contacted by parents of children suffering from
the condition desperate to get access to a drug which they
believe could literally be life-saving for their children. The
drug is Orkambi which only has limited availability in the
UK but which campaigners believe there is evidence to
support wider use. In order to get a better understanding I
have visited families in the constituency living with the
condition; visits which have been enormously helpful to me
in sharing evidence in Parliament.
On the other side of the story there are some campaigns
that get off the ground on the basis of fake or ill-informed
news. One recent one is on the provision of school meals
where some wrongly claim that there has been a huge cut
in this. This is not so and it is good news that public ‘fact
checks’ are setting the record straight. For example the
Channel 4 fact check questions the claim and sets out the
actual detail. It is all part of the changes to the Benefits
System and I am pleased that it will enable some 50,000
more children to get free school meals and nobody
currently receiving free school meals will lose entitlement.
Checking the facts is always important and, of course, we
will never get away from different interpretations of the
same information. Whenever I am contacted by a
constituent on a situation I always try to find out more
before simply firing off a letter or whatever first action might
be called for. It is important to hear all sides of the story
and get an understanding of situations. Often when you
talk to different people about the same issue the different
‘angles’ you get helps to provide a rounded picture. This is
something that I am finding particularly valuable in my
‘conversations in the street’. This is a programme of just
walking around different villages in the constituency and
talking to those I meet on whatever issue they like to bring
up. Face to face conversations are always much more
productive than short exchanges possible on social media.

This easy to grow, low maintenance shrub is a
wonderful luminous limey yellow throughout the year.
Even in the gloomiest depths of winter it seems to have
a sunny luminous quality. I may just have been lucky
and have it in the right place where the light is
concerned but while serried ranks of them in a
shrubbery don’t look that great in a mixed border it does
a brilliant job.
Now is a very busy time in the garden but none of the
‘what to do in the garden this month’ articles will be
precisely right for you. Why not spend a half hour or so
making your own list? It could be time well spent!
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-March 2018 Update.
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April News
from the Woodcote Library…

Fundraising For Children With Cancer UK

So we have sprung forward into early summer. The
lighter evening and longer days are finally here!
Did you know that the Library now hosts the weekly
Health Visitors baby clinic? Whilst we are not open to
the general public, the Library will be open between 9.30
and 10.30am on Wednesday’s just for the mums and
babies attending the clinic.
This year, the Library WILL be open on Easter Saturday
31st March. However, we will be closed for the Easter
Bank Holiday on Friday 30th March and Monday 2nd
April and also the early May Bank Holiday on Monday
30th April.
Did you know that there is a Library Services enewsletter where you can keep up with all our news,
features, recommended books, activities and more! Sign
up to receive the e-newsletter using the following link:
http://tinyurl.com/nannewu
The next meeting of the adult book club on 16th April at
the usual time of 6pm.

I would like to start by saying a huge THANK YOU to everyone that has supported me so far in raising money for
Children with Cancer. Whether you came to the Carols on
the Rec, attended the Return of the Royals concert at St
Andrews Church or have sponsored me via my Just Giving page, you have directly helped in the fight against the
biggest killer of children aged 1-14. Carols on the Rec
raised about £300, whilst the church concert raised over
£1,000! Combined with the sponsorship I have received
to date means that we have raised over £2,500 so far. My
£3,000 target is not far away.
My first challenge to be completed as part of this fundraising is to complete the London Marathon. My training has
been dogged with injury, but I’ve reached over 16 miles in
training (in the snow) and I’m really looking forward to lining up at the start on 22nd April. Once I’ve completed
that, I can think about the following challenges: 50km obstacle course, the Three Peaks Challenge, and cycling
from London to Paris.
If you would like to sponsor me, please do visit my fundraising page at www.virginmoneygiving.com/phils4for40

Phil Wortley, philwortley@mac.com

Our popular Rhymetime sessions are continuing every
term time Thursday at 10am. (so not 5th or 12th April).
Come along with your under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes
and fun!
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
2.00pm - 7.30pm
Tuesday
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Wednesday
Closed
Thursday
9.30am - 12.30pm
Friday
9.30am - 12.30pm
Saturday
9.30am - 12.30pm
Sunday
Closed
24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Withymead Open Days
Loddon Lily Open Days
and Cream Teas
Sunday 8th April
Sunday 15th April
Sunday 22nd April
Sunday 29th April
2pm - 5pm
Withymead Nature Reserve
E: info@withymead.org
W: www.withymead.org
T: 01491 872265
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Start a new relationship with
a marvellous hairdresser
Why not call in for a complimentary consultation with a member of our friendly
team?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your visit when booking in with Mark, Karen or
Luke:

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in April 2018
April 8th

11.15am Joint Holy Communion
Service with St Mary’s
Streatley. No service
at South Stoke.

April 15th

11.15am Matins, followed at 12.15
By the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting in Church

April 22nd

11.15am Holy Communion,
Common Worship

April 29th

10.30am United Benefice Service
at St Mary’s Streatley.
No service at South Stoke.

May 6th

10.30am Confirmation Service at
St Thomas’ Goring

The Prayer Meeting held at 2.30pm on the first
Tuesday of each month, at Crossways.
The monthly Coffee Morning is the third
Wednesday of each month, from 10.30am 12.00noon in the church.
Following the death of the Vicar, the Reverend
Paul Boughton, the Benefice is in Interregnum.
Pressure on the Ministry Team requires some
sharing of services, so it has been decided that
the service on the 2nd Sunday of each month, will
alternate between Streatley and South Stoke
churches. The Benefice Office is open on
weekday mornings. Telephone (01491) 875651
Voice-mails will be followed up.

April 10th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

April 12th

Annual Parish Meeting
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

April 14th

Goring & Woodcote
Patient Participation Group
‘Looking after your eyesight’
(Woodcote Village Hall,
11am - 12.30pm)

April 18th

Coffee Morning - all
welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

April 26th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

April 27th

South Stoke Historical
Society, talk on Child
Labour, by Liz Woolley
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

May 7th

May Fayre 2018
(The Street and other
locations around the Village)

June 17th

Open Gardens in North
Stoke (Start-point North
Stoke Village Hall, 2 - 6pm)

October 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, The Poor Law in
the 18th Century, Deborah
Hayter (Village Hall)

November 30th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Judith Curthoys,
Christ Church Archivist
(Village Hall)

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner
Church Wardens

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
May
issue:
Friday 25th April 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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