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Jacqui Bertrand
Apologies for the lateness of this newsletter. I had
dear, dear friend. We know Jacqui was a bright spark on
scheduled the 30th of January to start the newsletter, to get this planet, uniquely individual, deeply compassionate and
to the printer by end of day the 31st...
full of energy to do good. She has been part of our lives for
nearly 25 years, and she and the family have been family to
As I was just about to begin laying
us. She can never be replaced in
things out that morning of the 30th,
our hearts, but beautiful, vibrant
we received a call from Chris
memories live on and we cherish
Bertrand that the medics had been
those. - Bryan Urbick
called and they planned to take
Jacqui to the hospital. She was
Wendy & I will miss you, Jacqui.
feeling very unwell, and was having
We have only known you since you
difficulty breathing. Not only worry
and Chris arrived in South Stoke
about Jacqui, but also practical
some 7 years ago and set up home
concerns were in Chris’ mind - dog
a few doors away.
being fed and looked after, notifying
the kids, getting himself to the
Since then you have been a good
hospital, and more. Abel and I
friend, and an obvious face to turn
went immediately to the house, and
to, at times of need, when you were
thankfully were there as the medics
never to be found wanting for
were getting Jacqui prepared for
words of advice and comforting
the ambulance journey. Naturally
help.
Jacqui was distressed, as was
You have also been a great asset
Chris, but the medics were calming
to South Stoke – a tireless amount
and encouraging. Chris was able to
of effort to help other people and
join Jacqui in the ambulance for the
the
community
in
general.
The Shop, the Village Hall, the
journey. The plan was that Chris would ring us when at the
Amenities
Charity
and
the
environment generally have all
hospital, and we would travel to meet him there, and wait
benefitted from your involvement and work ..... and your
with him until we all knew what the plan was for Jacqui.
constant stream of ideas and actions to improve things.
We did receive the call from Chris, but not with the
The Village will miss you and so will we – rest in peace.
expected news. He rang with the dreadful, devastatingly
sad news that Jacqui had died en route to the hospital, and Our thoughts will be with you and with Chris and your
family. - Roy & Wendy McMillan
the medics were unable to resuscitate her. After notifying
the children who were on their way to the hospital, and a
few close friends, Abel and I drove to the hospital to be with I was intending to write and offer my thanks to Jacqui and
Chris Bertrand for such a splendid ‘Mystery’ evening at The
Chris and his sons who met him there. Family rallied
Village Hall. I took two friends and we had such a fine time.
around Chris, and were an immense support.
The time since has been filled with deep concern for Chris A strong and vital sense of village community hung in the
and family, but also with an abiding sadness at the loss of a air and was surely enhanced by the presence of Chris and
Jacqui. Chris was seen plodding about glass in hand and a
warm and deserving smile upon his face whilst Jacqui’s
Some Articles In This Month’s Issue…
fearsome ‘announcements’ were something (as always) to
From The Amenities Charity
Page 2
behold.
Planning Applications In South Stoke
Page 3
And just now, news from Bryan of Jacqui’s passing. I am
desolate. They are gone. The team, the dazzling duo are
Goring Community Library
Page 4
no more. For me, they were the very essence of the village
South Stoke Open Gardens: Gap Year
Page 6
and the dearest of friends.
Mr B’s Garden Forum
Page 7
Of course, Chris is still here – and we must cherish him,
Rugby Live On Big Screen
Page 8
give him strength and give him every support. We must
Support Our Advertisers
Pages 11 - 15
show him how much Jacqui meant to us.
Horrid news – a horrid day. - “Legs” Larry Smith
Dates For Your Diary
Page 16
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From The Amenities Charity
Good news for baby swings!
We have heard that our local District Councillor, Kevin
Bulmer, has very kindly put a large portion of his yearly
grant money towards replacing our baby swings. With that
and the money raised from the village Christmas card
(thank you Claire!) we have been able to contact the providers and hope they will replace the current swing as
soon as possible.
The Beacon
It was found when we had the wonderful carols round the
beacon on Christmas Eve, that the beacon is very slightly
wobbly! Excavations showed some rot. We know the village loves its beacon, kindly donated by Martin Bullock
and family, so we are looking to replace the wood as soon
as possible. Any donations towards this would be gratefully received. (Contact Mark Taylor, Chris Bertrand or Robert Small)
The Village Hall and WI
This year our WI will be 100 years old in the autumn! As a
recognition of this, and following a generous donation from
the WI, we have decided to repaint the hall during the
Easter holidays so that it will look great for the possible
rest of its life and for the WI celebrations. We have also
bought some kitchen wall cupboards so we can clear the
surfaces.
The Rec
Amazing news! Chris Bertrand may have found a new
Rec steward. More news next newsletter. Mark is out
trying to tackle our massive mole problem. What a job!
Many thanks!!
Green gym will, by the time you get this, have put in place
parking posts. Please park facing the posts to avoid exhaust going into neighbours’ houses. Also, whatever the
weather, please turn your engines off for the same reason.
Thank you and many thanks to Green Gym.
The days are getting longer so please enjoy our lovely rec
and shop - and don’t forget the table tennis table

Waitrose
Wallingford:

Parking Fee Increase
The parking fees at the
Waitrose Wallingford car
park have increased
from 40p/hr to 50p/hr,
with an increase to £10
for a minimum spend to
get the 50p returned.
Just a little reminder the Shop doesn’t have a
parking fee, and if you
must travel to Wallingford, the 134 goes right
through South Stoke
and avoid parking at all!

South Stoke 200 Club
The January draw took place on Monday 8th in the
Perch & Pike amid unusual circumstances. Long time
200 Club member and South Stoke resident Simon
Courtney was enjoying the hospitality of the Perch and
Pike when the draw was about to take place. The fact
that he had not won a prize as often as some other
members in the draw finally got the better of him and
he was heard to threaten dire and fatal consequences
to those in charge of the draw were his number not to
‘come up this time’. Faced with the prospect of physical
violence guest Drawmaster Phil ‘Don’t-Hit-Me’ Wortley,
using set of discs No. 1 and the newly purchased wine
cooler ‘Ice’ (and under the watchful gaze of the
independent adjudicators) drew himself up to his full
height and immediately pulled Simon’s number out as
first prize winner. A cheque for £81 was handed over in
an instant and strangely the atmosphere suddenly
became much more relaxed!

Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity

The other lucky winners this month were:

Jacqui had held the position of Chair of the Amenities
Charity since the Spring of 2012. Trustees past and present will remember with affection the colourful, considerate, progressive and passionate approach she brought to
charity matters, whether the more ordinary day-to-day
business, or the more challenging tasks that confronted
us. Her friendship and her commitment, not only to the
Charity but to South Stoke, will be truly missed by all of us
and our thoughts at this sad time are with Chris and family. - Mark Taylor, and all the Amenities Charity Trustees

The February draw will take place on Monday 12th in
the Perch & Pike at 8.00pm. As .you can see, being
present at the draw and contributing to the process,
really can enhance your chances of winning a prize!
See you there.

Christmas Card
Thank you to everyone
who contributed to this
years village Christmas
card, particularly Barry
Kelly for allowing the use
of his artwork. The card
raised £80 (after printing
costs were met) which has
been donated towards replacing the swings in the
recreation ground.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£61) Sue Lyons
(£41) Ricki Hathaway
(£20) George Faillace

To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec
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A Green Gym Task Knows No Bounds
Thursday 25th January and a fine bright morning as we welcomed a second visit from Sonning Common Green
Gym.
This time the tasks were two-fold: the first was to erect some fence posts round the inset portion of the recreation
ground car park; the second was to reduce the height of the enormously overgrown hedge bordering the bottom
end side of the rec by the railway.
his provided plenty of work for the 17 members split into two groups, the ‘heavies’ on the post work all done with
hand tools-no mechanical aids here- and the ‘cutters and choppers’ on the hedge. We pressed into service several
pairs of steps and this was certainly beneficial where the privet has grown considerable to almost tree-like proportions and thicknesses.
By coffee break - with the shop chocolate cake ( much admired by all) - we were well advanced. We were not able
to entirely complete the hedge task but this can easily be finished off with some local help. The fence posts now
await the heavy weight rope to provide the appropriate linkage the blue rope being just a temporary fixture.
Michael Saunders
michaelbsaunders@yahoo.co.uk

Planning Applications In South Stoke
New applications (to be discussed at next Parish
Council Meeting)





P18/S0215/HH - Tudor Barn, Cross Keys Rd: construction of a detached timber framed garage with space for
one vehicle.
P18/S0113/HH - Glebe Farmhouse, Icknield Rd,
Ipsden: Conversion of garage to residential use.
P18/S0153/LB - Annexe Fulbrook House, The Street:
Internal modifications to update annex conversion.

Decisions by SODC








P17/S4456/FUL - The Ryepeck The Street South
Stoke: Erection of 6m x 3m polytunnel. (Parish Council
recommended approval.) SODC GRANTED PERMISSION.
P17/S3206/O - Land at Woodcote Road South Stoke.
Residential development (up to 5 dwellings), and associated works, including access. (Parish Council recommended refusal.) SODC GRANTED PERMISSION.
P17/S4110/HH - Frewins Close, The Street. Proposed
first floor extension and garden wall and gates to front
elevation. (Parish Council had no strong views.)
SODC GRANTED PERMISSION.
P17/S4042/FUL - Sycamores, Wallingford Road. Proposed extension and subdivision of existing house to
create pair of semi-detached houses. Extension and
alteration of existing detached garage to create annex
accommodation and erection of a new detached house
within curtilage and widening of existing access.
(Parish Council had no strong views.) SODC GRANTED PERMISSION.

Murder On The Thames
On Saturday 20 January the Chris and Jacqui team
once again baffled the audience at the village hall with
the production of Murder on the Thames.
The plot involved the sale of privilege, spying, submarine warfare and general skulduggery and this was delivered with professionalism and humour by the redoubtable local troupe that has given our region so
much to look forward to in the winter months.
The play was performed for the benefit of our shop
which was responsible for organisation and for the meal
served during the interval. After costs had been deducted the event netted a contribution of £610 to go towards
the funds needed for our planned replacement shop.
Our thanks go to all of those who gave so much of their
time to this event.
The Shop Team
P.S. As this piece was on the screen we learned the
truly shocking news of Jacqui’s sudden and untimely
passing. We will sorely miss her friendship, character
and contribution to our village life and send our heartfelt
condolences to Chris and the family.

For further detail about these or any planning application, please refer to the South Oxford District Council
website: www.southoxon.gov.uk.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Outline Planning Application

For 5 Houses Off The Woodcote Road
Readers will likely remember the piece about this planning application in the October newsletter.
Members of the South Stoke Parish Council (SSPC)
met with the Planning Officer handling this application
on two occasions. In these meetings, the SSPC concerns were discussed, as well as those of some of the
immediate neighbours with him.
Although the SSPC submitted a recommendation for
refusal, the Planning Officer took account of some of
these concerns, and with his recommendation of approval, he also suggested several conditions to be applied in the event that the SODC Planning Committee
gave their approval. The conditions included a requirement for a full Landscape Visual Impact Assessment
and landscape strategy, biodiversity strategy, as well as
a ‘reserved matter’ for suitable housing mix.
By a majority vote at the Planning Committee meeting
on 16th January, the application was approved with the
conditions suggested. It is expected that the landowner, or their developer, will now prepare a full planning application for these proposed 5 new houses.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667, roy@rmcmillan.com

Goring Community Library
Having regularly received the South Stoke Parish
Newsletter and made it available to readers at Goring
library, I’m delighted to contribute my first article!
For those of you who don’t already know, the library is
run by Oxfordshire County Council (Oxfordshire Libraries), in partnership with the Friends of Goring Library
(FOGL). There are two members of staff and about 30
regular volunteers, plus up to three Duke of Edinburgh
volunteers. The second member of staff holds a temporary post of three hours per week – funded by FOGL –
which started in December. One of the many benefits
this brings is to free up time for me to communicate better with library members. I hope to provide regular updates about the library through this newsletter.
Another recent change has been to increase the flexibility of our library space. To achieve this we replaced
some shelving with two wheeled shelving units, which
can be moved to create a much larger open floorspace. This is an exciting development, increasing the
variety of activities and the number of people we can
accommodate. If you are a local author, have ideas for
potential events, or would like to bring your class or
club to visit, please do get in touch!
Upcoming activities:
Stories and Rhymes!
Fun, free (and sometimes noisy) sessions on Friday
afternoons, 2.30 – 3.00 pm. Children of all pre-school
ages are welcome with their parents/carers. For more
information, please contact us using the details below.

South Stoke Women’s Institute
We met in the Village Hall on the Tuesday 9th January
for the first meeting of the New Year. Rita Mann
welcomed members and wished them a Happy New
Year. She was also pleased to welcome a visitor.
After covering WI business Rita introduced our speaker
Mr Tom McAuslin, the CEO of Flint House, the police
rehabilitation centre at Goring Heath. Although many of
us regularly drive past Flint House, most are unaware of
what goes on there.
The Convalescent Police Seaside Home was
established in 1890 in Hove, Sussex where originally
they could accommodate 16 officers at a time. A few
years later they moved to larger premises a short
distance away. But in 1988 they moved to Goring, and
this year will celebrate 30 years at their present home.
Over this time, additional buildings have been added
and they can now accommodate 158 patients at any one
time. It was very interesting to learn about the work
carried out at Flint House.

Local and Family History advice sessions
Pre-bookable free sessions with Janet Hurst of Goring
Gap Local History Society. 10.00 – 12.00 on the third
Friday of the month (February 16th, March 16th, April
20th). Please use the details below to book.
Dress up for World Book Day!
Thursday 1st March, drop in 3.30 – 4.45pm. Come to
the library dressed as your favourite character from a
book, share your love of literature and join in bookthemed activities. Most suitable for ages 4 to 11. Children under 8 must be accompanied by a parent/carer/
teacher.
We look forward to seeing you in your Community
Library soon.
Sarah Coulson-Phillips
Library Manager
01491 873028 or goring.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Three members celebrated their birthdays this month,
we also had a belated Christmas
Raffle, (minus the Poinsettia)
having had to cancel the
December meeting due to bad
weather. Doreen Druce,
Margaret Short, Maureen Palmer
and Moira Randell provided a
delicious tea.
Our next meeting is in the Village Hall on Tuesday 13th
February.
Rita Mann
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Do You Commute

South Stoke School News

Using Trains To/From Goring Station?

Autumn Term Round Up!

If so, how do you get between South Stoke and the station? …. cycle, take the car and park at the station, get a
lift, take the bus, maybe even walk?

We had a great start to the new academic year, beginning with the new intake of children in the infant class
and culminating at the the end of term with a fabulous
Christmas lunch, provided by the PA, and a special visit
from a certain VIP (thank you Mick Woodall) in the village hall.
The topic for the autumn term was Africa and as part of
this topic the children studied Ancient Egypt, they can
now tell you all about the mummification process
should you wish to know! Visitors from the local community, with links to Africa, spoke to the children about
living in Kenya and Nigeria and African dancers took
them through their paces with a dance workshop.
During the term we were joined by two children from the
British Virgin Islands who had been affected by the devastating hurricanes Irma and Maria. William and Charlie
have now returned home and whilst we will miss them
we are looking forward to creating links with their
school. We raised funds for the BVI adopt a roof charity
(http://adoptaroofbvi.com) at the Nativity play.
We are incredibly lucky that the staff at school are so
committed to the children’s education and well being. In addition to meeting the needs of an ever changing and demanding curriculum the staff go above and
beyond to ensure that a wide range of extra curricular
activities and opportunities are offered. Here are just
some of the extra-curricular activities which have taken
place during the Autumn term, many of which are made
possible thanks to funds raised by the PA.














I have worked with Mike Ward for many years to try and
improve public transport for South Stokians who for work,
or other reasons, need to travel by train from/to Goring on
a regular basis. For several years while Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) were still subsidising Messrs Go Ride,
the bus connections morning and evening were not bad
…. not perfect for commuters, but not bad.
Now of course there is no subsidy, and Mike is endeavouring to provide us with a semi decent 134 service to Goring
Station (and Wallingford) on a purely commercial basis
using one driver and one mini-bus. In an effort to try and
encourage more South Stokians to use the Going Forward
Bus service to and from Goring Station, Mike is now planning to try out two additional commuter runs in the morning and one additional run in the evening (Monday to Friday) starting on Monday 19th February – see the additions
to the existing timetable below.
I would emphasize that this is very much of a trial, and if
there is not enough interest from South Stoke and the
Cleeve area of Goring, then Mike will have no alternative,
but to terminate these three new runs fairly quickly.
Please - you commuters - give these services a try. If
there is enough interest Mike might just be persuaded to
add some additional evening return journeys from the Station to South Stoke.
If anyone has any comments or suggestions, please drop
me a text or an email.

Cllr Roy McMillan, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667, roy@rmcmillan.com

Oxford Half Marathon Schools Challenge
Forest School
Science club, Cooking club, Relax kids, Creative
club, Sports club,
School Council elections
Primary Proms at the Royal Albert Hall
England v Slovenia at Wembley
Inter-school cross country competitions, football
matches and netball tournaments,
Harvest festival
Whole school trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park
Tree planting on the Recreation ground
Whole school trip to the Lion King
Carols performed in the Church and the Perch
and Pike
And finally a fantastic Nativity play!

The new term is now underway with lots more exciting
learning planned. By the time you read this the Juniors
will have represented South Stoke Primary School at
Young Voices, performing at the Genting Arena, Birmingham.
Clare Wortley
Governor, South Stoke Primary School
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Waste Has Never Bin So Easy…

South Stoke Open Gardens: Gap Year

Waste collection information is now just a screen tap
away in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White
Horse. The two district councils have launched a brand
-new smartphone app, which is available free of charge
for iPhone and Android phones right now.

Last year we were able to persuade a lot of people to
open their gardens to help raise money for the village
clock. Over recent months we have spoken to most of our
regular garden openers and many have confirmed that
they would like a gap year in 2018. We will organise the
event again in 2019 on August Bank Holiday Monday as
usual. The time off will allow us to get on with some gardening projects too.

With A New Smartphone App

The app is called Binzone – by simply tapping their
postcode in and selecting their address, residents can
find out which bin is being emptied this week, and what
day it’s being emptied.
The app will also send users a notification if their waste
collection day changes due to a bank holiday – very
handy for keeping track of what day bins will be emptied over the Christmas period.
It will also let residents know if collections are disrupted
by snow or icy conditions.
That’s not all though – residents can also use Binzone
to look up what bin their rubbish goes in. Ever been
confused as to what bin an empty aerosol can goes
in? Not any more – residents can simply search for it in
Binzone and find out. It’s the green recycling wheelie
bin, by the way.
Councillor Charlotte Dickson, cabinet member for waste
at the Vale of White Horse District Council, said, “The
app is so easy to navigate and will save residents time
by having all the information needed right at their fingertips, especially the changes to collection days around
bank holidays.”
Binzone is available to download free of charge on the
iPhone Appstore and the Google Play Store.
Communications
South Oxfordshire District Council
01235 422400, www.southoxon.gov.uk

Perhaps another village fundraising cause will come to
light or already has? Having a clear aim really helped to
motivate both villagers and visitors last year and it was fun
to have a related theme for the Flower Festival at St Andrews Church. This year’s Flower Festival will take place
over the May Bank Holiday weekend to coincide with the
May Fayre and will be open on both Sunday and Monday
afternoon. North Stoke will be holding an open gardens
afternoon in June.
Thank you to everyone for your continued support. South
Stoke Open Gardens be back next year.
Angela Exley, Robert Small and Jane Newton

Council Tax Payers: Sort Code Change
Calling council tax payers - South Oxfordshire District
Council’s bank details have been changed, which
means changes for some council tax and some business rates payers.
The council has been given a new sort code which is
20-01-25, but its bank account number remains the
same.
The new sort code will affect people who pay their
council tax or business rates by bank transfer or standing order. Those people are requested to update their
payment details as soon as possible otherwise the payments may not reach the council.
This change doesn’t affect those who pay by direct debit, as the new sort code will be amended as part of the
direct debit service.

Hold The Date
Film: Slumdog Millionaire

24th March 2018, Village Hall, 7.30pm
This will be a themed evening with Indian food and
drink with a three course supper and licensed bar.
Tickets will be £15 per head. The proceeds will be
used to buy a BBQ unit for use by the Village.

The new bank details and information on how to pay
will be enclosed with council tax bills being issued in
March.
Councillor Jane Murphy, deputy leader and cabinet
member for finance for South Oxfordshire District Council, said “We are very sorry for any inconvenience
caused to council tax and business rates payers. The
new sort code is a result of extra security measures and
anti-fraud work by our bank account provider.
“We will be contacting everyone who may be affected
by including a message in their council tax bills. However, those paying by direct debit will not have to make
any changes themselves.”
How to switch to Direct Debit




Switch to direct debit online; or
Contact the Council Tax Section by calling 0345
302 2313 to set up over the phone; or
Fill in and return the direct debit instruction attached to your Council Tax or business rates bill.

For more information ring 0345 302 2313 or see the
SODC website (www.southoxon.gov.uk/counciltax).
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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John Howell, MP Writes…
In a constituency that stretches from the edge of Reading
to the south and the edge of Bicester to the north, and from
the River Thames to the West and the Buchinghamshire
border to the east there are often relatively local issues that
do not immediately affect the whole constituency –
although there may be implications on a wider scale.

This time of year the garden tends to look a little sad
and you may think there is nothing to do but sit indoors
in the warm and look out of the window at it. Wrong!
Wrap up warm get out there and start wandering about
and checking how its going. You’ll soon find plenty of
jobs.
Pruning for example; apple trees need winter pruning
to keep an open shape and tip pruning to encourage
fruiting. Pear trees produce a mass of spurs and these
need tidying up so that any fruits that develop have light
and air to grow. Wisteria need pruning now too to
encourage more flower trusses. Quince trees benefit
from pruning too to maintain an open attractive shape
while Chaenomeles [Japanese Quince] can be pruned
with shears to encourage a mass of brilliant closely
packed flowers.
There is still time to take hard wood cuttings so if you
have a shrub you particularly like why not see if you can
get some more?
Hellebores [winter roses] are one of the few things to be
flowering now and if you trim off some of the leaves you
can reveal the shy flowers in all their beauty.

One such issue is that of an additional bridge over the
River Thames in Reading. This is a hot topic in the south of
the constituency. Many would welcome improved access
but others fear that a new bridge will put strain on the road
network in South Oxfordshire. There is a good economic
case for looking at the project. However I have made it very
clear that robust assessment of the implications on the
road network to the north of the bridge must be made and
appropriate mitigation of any negative impact be included
as part of the project. We must be alert to the potential for
additional traffic moving north from Reading to the M40 at
junctions 6 and 8 and also across to the west to join the
A34. If properly addressed this could help resolve long
standing issues. If not it could add to problems.
In the middle of the constituency concern has been raised
over the proposed Oxford to Cambridge Expressway as
there has been suggestion of a route which cuts through
the Green Belt around Oxford. Although roads are
permitted in the Green Belt, this new road would need to
be funded with substantial housing development which is
neither appropriate or permitted under normal Green Belt
regulation. I have also called for full public consultation on
this project which so far has not been included in the
National Infrastructure Commission proposals. A project of
this magnitude must be open to public scrutiny.
An issue which affects many pockets across the whole
constituency is the provision of Broadband. Some
communities now enjoy superfast speeds but others are
still struggling with speeds too slow to access even the
most basic websites. With so much dependency on the
internet today, broadband is fast becoming a basic utility. I
am delighted that just before Christmas the Culture
Secretary announced a Universal Service Obligation that
will give everyone in the UK access to high speed
broadband of a minimum of 10 mbps by 2020.
(www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk)
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster
and in the constituency. The address:
www.johnhowellmp.com. You can also follow him on
twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.

Autumn fruiting raspberries can be cut to the ground,
vegetable patches dug over and weeds removed,
rhubarb can be covered for an early crop, leaves and
detritus cleared from flower beds, perennials dug up
and separated, Camellias and rhododendrons given a
fresh top dressing of leaf mould.

Contact Details: -

Sweet peas can be planted in small pots and kept on a
light warm window ledge, potatoes can be chitted,
broad beans planted indoors for an early start, and next
seasons seeds ordered.

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.

So don’t just sit there- get gardening!

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please
e-mail john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London,
SW1A 0AA

Excerpted from the January 2018 Update.
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February News
from the Woodcote Library…

Wallingford Museum
Can You Help Us?

A belated very ‘Happy New Year’ to all our Readers!
Joanne, Laura and our newest member of the team –
Claire - wish you all a happy, Healthy and Prosperous
2018.
Claire recently joined our team as an Assistant on
Saturdays. Welcome Claire!
How are you doing with your New Year Resolutions?
We can help you with a welcome display of books
covering Health, Travel and Dieting – just the thing to
help you stick to those promises.
Could you share your
love of the Library and
become a Home
Library Service
volunteer? Speak to a
member of staff at the
Library about
volunteering or call
01865 810259 for

further details.

Our AGE UK volunteer, Stella, is still here on selected
Thursdays and now has some appointments available. If
you are over 50 and want to get some help with tablets,
phones or computers generally, give the Library a call
on 01491 682323 to arrange a free appointment.
Some advance notice. We will be holding an Information
Fayre here for AGE UK on Thursday 1st March. There
will be no Rhymetime that day as the Fayre is from 1012am. Watch out for further details.
We hope you all enjoyed Harry Potter night on 1st
February and would love to see pictures and hear about
your tales.
The next meeting
of our Adult Book
Club is Monday
19th February
2018 at the usual
6pm start time.

Our band of volunteer custodians are critical to the museum's success and we need people to greet visitors
and be in attendance for a morning or afternoon once a
month between March and November.
Our exhibitions for 2018 will include 'Treasures for Tales’; 'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story'; 'The Wallingford Story' ; 'At home with the Queen of Crime - Agatha Christie', and the 'Midsomer Murders' display.
No previous experience necessary other than a desire
to meet people! Please contact Gerard Latham on
01491 832224 or email:
Gerard@walcots.co.uk
Steve Capel-Davies

‘Treasures With Tales’
Most of us keep treasured
items - not because they are
‘valuable’ but because they
have a special significance.
So Wallingford Museum would like to ask you to share
some of your ‘Treasures with Tales’ to create a very
special exhibition for 2018.
So far we've had offers of things as diverse as a 1940s
doll's house made from an old orange box, a candlestick with special Benson connections, and even two
stones from the original London Bridge!
If you have a treasure with a tale of your own you'd like
to share, please tell us about it in an email to admin@wallingfordmuseum.org.uk or by post to
‘Treasures’, Judy Dewey, Wallingford Museum, 52 High
Street, Wallingford OX10 0DB, or phone 01491 651127.
We’ll then select some for the exhibition and also display a file of details of everything which was sent in.
The 'Treasures with Tales' exhibition will open on 1st
March 2018.

Our popular term
time only
Rhymetime sessions continue Thursdays at 10am.
Please come along with your under 5 for stories,
rhymes, songs and fun!

Judy Dewey

Oxfordshire County Council

Meeting To Approve 5.99% Council Tax Rise

New members are always most welcome.

County Councillors will vote on a proposal to raise the
council tax for 2018/19 by 5.99% when the Council sets
its budget on 13th February. This follows the Government’s announcement in December allowing councils to
raise council tax by an additional 1% and would be
used to fund more support for children at risk of abuse
and neglect.

Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Wallingford Museum is looking for people to help with
the running of this popular attraction and we would love
to hear from you if you have half a day or more to spare
once a month.

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

The increase would be set just below 6%, at which
point the government requires councils to hold a referendum. The additional 1% that has now been allowed
would mean the total rise for 2018/19 to 5.99% with
a proposed 2.99 % rise in 2019/20.

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Wallingford Historical Society

‘Aspire To Build – Construction Of Medieval
Cathedrals & Churches’
Mike Chamberlain will talk to The Wallingford Historical
and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about cathedral
construction.
His talk will discuss the
rise in cathedral construction during and after the
medieval period, and the
complexity of these magnificent buildings. It will
also a look at the human
endeavours during the
process, and the material
requirements from planning to completion.
Mike has lived in the area
for many years and after retirement joined the Oxfordshire Historical Churches Trust, the Churches Conservation Trust, and the National Churches Trust. He
takes an interest in preservation of the past, and is
keen to learn more about our historical buildings.
The talk will be held on Wednesday 14th February,
7.45 for 8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Katharine Keats-Rohan
www.twhas.org.uk

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in February 2018
February 4th

11.15am Steve’s Special
Family Service

February 11th

11.15am Holy Communion (Book
of Common Prayer)

February 8th

Alpha Course (C of E)
(St Thomas’ Church, Goring
Canterbury Room, 7.30pm)

February 13th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

February 15th

Alpha Course (C of E)
(St Thomas’ Church, Goring
Canterbury Room, 7.30pm)

February 18th

Thursdays continuing into March, The Alpha Course
at 7.30 pm in the Canterbury Room, St Thomas's
Church, Goring. Meal provided; ask Steve Johnson,
(07855) 850667 if you can come.

Celebration of the Life of
Jacqui Bertrand. All are
welcome. (Goring Village
Hall, 1pm)

February 19th

The church is open daily for quiet prayer and
reflection.

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

February 21st

Coffee Morning
All welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

February 22nd

Alpha Course (C of E)
(St Thomas’ Church, Goring
Canterbury Room, 7.30pm)

March 10th

Royal Harmonics Concert
(St Andrew’s Church,
7.30pm)

March 23rd

South Stoke Historical
Society, Martin Bullock’s
Film Night (Village Hall,
8.00pm)

March 24th

Film: Slumdog Millionaire
Themed evening with Indian
Food & Drink (Village Hall,
7.30pm)

April 27th

South Stoke Historical
Society, talk on the
Child Labour, by Liz
Woolley (Village Hall,
8.00pm)

October 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, The Poor Law in
the 18th Century, by
Deborah Hayter (Village
Hall, 8.00pm)

November 30th

South Stoke Historical
Society, Judith Curthoys,
Christ Church Archivist
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

February 18

th

February 25th

11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer 1662)
11.15pm Holy Communion
Common Worship

The Prayer Meeting held at 2.30pm on the first
Tuesday of each month, at Crossways.
The monthly Coffee Morning is the third Wednesday
of each month, from 10.30am - 12.00noon, in the
church.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
February
issue:
Friday 23rd February 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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