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Reflections And Projections
So often, especially in the holiday season, we reflect
personally on our previous year - its trials and
tribulations; its accomplishments and joys. Though we
are much better at looking at the past, we also try to
imagine or have personal aspirations for the coming
year. Though it takes a bit more effort, we can do the
same as a community.
As was usual for South Stoke, there was a lot going on
in 2017. Traditional events filled the community
calendar, as well as some new entries into our village
year. Three big projects have taken steps forward,
(though the Shop Project and the Village Hall project
have now been combined into one venture). The other
project about future housing development in South Stoke
also moves forward, and though it is uncertain as to how
the project will evolve, each step helps to define what - if
anything - will next be considered.

got involved, regularly practice, and add to the aural
texture of our day-to-day. The South Stoke Historical
Society has also been reinvigorated, and has already reestablished itself with several outings and talks - each
connecting today with the past, with engaging rich
stories and information.
The South Stoke Primary School thrives, and the
Parents Association outdoes itself each year with May
Fayre and the Bonfire Night and Fireworks drawing
larger and larger crowds to enjoy a taste of life in South
Stoke.
The Open Gardens and Flower Festival has also been a
huge success, not only in the amount of money raised
for the new clock winder, but also for the bringing
together of the community to host so many visitors.

The WI continues to do their good work, and those who
participate can enjoy the fellowship as well as the
It is quite remarkable what such a (relatively) small
knowledge learned from the varied talks. The Amenities
village can accomplish. At the beginning of the year we
Charity continues to do their part for the Village, not only
heard about the idea of a new, electric clock winder, and
looking after the Village Hall and Recreation Ground,
by the end of summer, the not insignificant funds have
but also to raise funds to support these well-loved
been raised.
amenities.
Only just two years ago, concerns were raised about the
This holiday season has also seen a continuing of a
potential demise of our local bus service, and a new bus
tradition, Christmas Cracker, each year better than the
company was formed to address the need. Throughout
last. And this year a new event, hopefully to become a
2017 this new bus company has continued to provide
tradition for years to come, with a Christmas Eve beacon
the service from Goring to Wallingford (via South Stoke),
and carol singing on the Rec.
as well as taking on new routes.
From the many activities of St Andrews Church, to South
The Shop has needed some repairs and replacements Stoke Angling, to regular Pilates, Zumba and even
consequently more in this year than previous years - and
ballroom dancing - we catch only a glimpse of our village
yet still continues to provide its excellent service to the
life. Perhaps each a small part, but the collective
village, hosting even more events for fundraising (and
demonstrates a much bigger picture.
fun!).
So now we move on into 2018 - more of the same, but
The bell ringers are back! After a couple of years of
with a sense of new. It will be, though, whatever we
dwindling numbers of ringers, a burst of new blood has
make it, and we can know that we will do it all, together.
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From The Amenities Charity

South Stoke Historical Society

Steve Parrinder on the Eynsham Abbey
26th January, 7.30pm, the Village Hall

Firstly may we wish you all a very Happy New Year
having fun using our brilliant amenities.
Steward of the Rec
After six years of being steward of the recreation
ground Chris has decided to hang up his loppers and
hand over to a n other. The job is not very onerous and
will appeal to anyone who enjoys using the rec. and can
keep an eye on it. You will also become a member of
the Charity where we meet six times a year to support
and further our amenities. I do hope we can find someone without any arm twisting!! Female or male!! Please
contact me on 01419 871835 if you would like to have
more details, i am waiting for the rush! ( Chris has just
said he is happy to support and work with someone but
doesn’t want to be responsible. Thanks Chris)
Green Gym
Will be coming once again to help us, what a great
gang. They will, on January 25th, be replacing our temporary car park fence and doing some pruning. Thank
you Michael for introducing them to us.
The Beacon
What a great time was had singing round the beacon,
however it was discovered that the beacon is a little
unstable, we are looking to either supporting it or replacing the wood, see here for more details next month.
The WI
The WI have generously given us the remaining monies
they made from their wonderful WI teas at the open
gardens. As this year is the 100th anniversary of the
WI they have asked us to put the money towards sprucing up the hall. Very many thanks to them.
--We do hope you will all have fun in 2018 using our hall
and recreation ground, the next big event in the hall is
“Murder on The Thames Mystery “ in aid of our great
little shop. Please book your tickets while there are
some left!!!
With best wishes to you all from all of us at the Amenities Charity.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

If you thought Christ Church College has owned the
village of South Stoke “forever” then be enlightened.
Come along and listen to Steve Parrinder give a talk on
Eynsham Abbey. The Abbey (more than 20 miles
away was landowner of
South Stoke for more than
400 years, and it was all
down to William the Conqueror’s brother being partial to the eels provided by
the village.
All are welcome including
the younger generations.
Steve will be in South Stoke Village Hall on Friday 26th
January. Please note this talk begins at 7.30pm.
Members and youngsters £3. Non- members £5
Linda Gatto

South Stoke 200 Club
The December draw took place during the village
Christmas Cracker on Friday 22nd and for the first time
since its re-launch in 2013 we had 200 live numbers in
the draw and drew four prize-winners instead of the
three.
This is not the time to rest on our laurels as the next
target is 250. We are on our way, though, as already
we have 204 numbers for the January draw. Joining is
easy, and at just £2 per month per number not
expensive. The prizes however are worth having as
you can see below. How about a New Year
Resolution? Join the Club in 2018 and support your
village. You’ve got to be in it to win it!
The lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize

(£80) Toby Dixon
(£60) Margaret Lane
(£40) Lin Woolridge
(£20) Alan Harrison

The January draw will take place on Monday 8th in the
Perch & Pike at around 9.30pm after the Amenities
Charity meeting.

South Stoke Women’s Institute
Unfortunately due to the inclement weather conditions,
the December meeting of South Stoke WI did not take
place. It was with great reluctance that the President
and Committee decided, in the interests of members’
safety, to cancel the meeting.
The weather forecast predicted
black ice and temperatures not
getting above freezing all day
and the risk level was just too
high.

To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

The next meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday 9th January at 2.15. We hope the weather
will not again interrupt our regular meeting schedule!
Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke
Housing Development Project

New Electric Train Service

Between Goring and Reading/London

Back in the September edition of this newsletter, it was
reported that the owners of the Glebe field were going
to submit a pre-application enquiry to SODC concerning
the proposed 25 home development on this field, which
was the subject of a Parish-wide consultation earlier in
the year.
SODC finally provided their views on this pre-app late in
November, and as a result the land-owners have decided to engage an agent who would prepare the further
surveys required by the authority in order to take the
project through to a full planning application. It is not
clear how long this will take – probably between some 6
to 9 months – and the Parish Council will be seeking
clarification and assurances on a number of related
matters.
We will continue to keep parishioners updated on this
subject through these pages.
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667
roymcm100@mail.com

Recycle Your Real Tree
If you're a garden waste customer, leave your real Christmas tree out next to your brown bin on your normal collection day from Monday 15 January. Please don't leave out
any other items, such as tree stands or decorations.
If you're not a garden waste customer, there'll be recycling
drop-off points across the district. See http://
www.southoxon.gov.uk/ for more details.

Barring any more unexpected delays, the new electric
train service is due to be introduced from Goring on
January 1st, with the full commuter service commencing
on January 2nd. The new trains, like the diesel turbos
they replace, are driver only operated, but that’s where
the similarity ends! Seats are arranged in a 2+2 formation instead of 2+3, have arm rests and there are
more tables which are also slightly larger than the few
you can find in HSTs – see picture below. All accommodation is standard class.
The main difference commuters will surely notice is the
new timetable. There will be more semi-fast services
serving Goring, which will run non-stop between Maidenhead and Paddington. The journey time for these
trains is between 47 minutes (on the 06.51) and just
under an hour. Towards Paddington, the draft timetable shows semi-fast trains leaving Goring at 06.28,
06.51, 07.03, 07.30, 08.00, 08.20, 16.13 and 17.12.
Returning from Paddington, departures will be approximately every 30 minutes between 16.49 and 19.18,
then at 19.35 and 20.18. This means eight semi-fast
trains in the evening peak, instead of the current four.
Because the track between Didcot and Oxford is not
being electrified at present, all the electric services will
terminate at Didcot. A diesel shuttle service will connect at Didcot for Oxford. However the draft timetable
does show a limited number of through diesel services
from Goring to Oxford at peak times, at 06.36, 07.52
and 08.32 in the morning, returning from Oxford at
16.07, 17.07 and 18.10. These trains operate in addition to the half hourly electric trains, and there are also
services in the reverse direction during the peak times
meaning more trains for Reading commuters too. We
just have to hope the new service is more reliable than
the current one!

The new timetable is available on the gwr.com website
– please do check it as there could be last minute
changes and this should be the most up to date source
of information.
My thanks to Mike Ward for the above information and
picture.
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667
roymcm100@gmail.com
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Your Shop – Looking For A Little Help
South Stoke Shop is your shop. It was set up because
you wanted a shop and it is now a village asset.
Volunteers run it, ably led by our Manager, Jules. The
board is made up of eight volunteers and Jules.

We have a number of action plans that will start to roll
out in the next month or two. The first of these is aimed
at getting our safety buffer back. The Board is planning
to ask new people in the village and existing
shareholders to buy shares in the business and to ask
The shop trades profitably. Year on year we have shown
them to make a donation.
a small profit, consistent with us being a Community
Benefit Society. That has been the case for the last five We have set the target to grow the business year-onyears and we aim to keep it that way.
year over the next three years. Apart from making sure
that we have the right products at the right price we are
Over the last year we have
also seeking to introduce
needed to upgrade or renew
customer accounts. The idea is
some of the equipment that is key
that you pay a regular amount
to the smooth running of the
each month, using that money to
business. For instance, the Shop
pay for your weekly purchases.
has needed to change the till
system, the coffee machine, the
In the short term, what can you do
broadband service and has
to help? You could make a New
introduced CCTV for the safety
Year’s resolution to spend a little
and security of people and
more in the shop each week. Get
property. Our buildings, the
your eggs, bread and milk from
‘green boxes’, are showing their
the Shop rather than from the
age and will need some
supermarket. We would like to
repainting and TLC to see us
encourage more people to come
through until a new shop is ready.
along to the village hall to our
family-oriented Six Nations Rugby events. And, of
We have always had a buffer of funds from the initial
course, we are always looking for more volunteers to
fund-raising when we started. These funds have been
take a shift of a couple of hours each month.
greatly eroded over this last year. The situation was
compounded when we discovered a major water leak
There will be a lot of activity at the shop over the coming
that ended up costing us £1,500. The Board has been
months and, no doubt, a few more pieces of paper
looking at what we need to do about this situation, to
through your letterbox asking for your help. If you would
continue trading profitably and to replenish our buffer
like to get involved or have some other ideas, please
fund.
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me on 873831, have a
chat with anyone on the board or call into the shop and
It is true that the Shop trades profitably by selling goods
chat to Jules.
at a profit – a small profit to keep us competitive. The
profit is enough to cover our normal running costs. But
Meanwhile, on behalf of the board, the Manager and all
costs continue to rise. Now that we have Tesco in
our fabulous volunteers, we would like to wish you a very
Goring and the expanded Co-op at Woodcote we need
healthy and happy New Year.
to make sure the Shop continues to offer the range of
Mick Woodall
goods you want from your local store at prices that mean
Chairman, South Stoke Community Shop Ltd
you don’t have to get the car out.
mickwoodall@btinternet.com

Murder In The Village Hall

Saturday 20th January, 7.00pm for 7.30pm - An Evening Of Fun And Intrigue
With A Two-Course Meal - All For £15
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE SHOP and from kb@kwops.co.uk or julescostello@btinternet.com
Eleven people are marooned in a storm on an island in the Thames. Soon the first body is found, and then another. How many will live to tell the tale? Can you spot the murderer before it’s too late?
Written by Chris Bertrand and starring South Stokers: Jonathan Rohll, Catherine Rohll, and Michael Saunders as
well as Bryan Urbick plus Caro Armstrong, Fran Weetman, Ann Hart, Heather Trevis, Rita Butler, Liz Paulo, and
Daniel Evans.
This is a fund raising event for the new Community Shop in South Stoke so please come along & support Chris
Bertrand and his fellow Murder Mystery players who are generously giving their time to support our village shop.

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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John Howell, MP Writes…

Peach leaf curl is a plague that effects Peach and
Nectarine trees. In the Spring the leaves appear
twisted and covered in red blisters. Up until last year
spraying twice in February with Bordeaux mixture was
an effective control but this is now banned.
So in the Spring I picked off all the infected leaves from
my patio nectarine- which was nearly all of them- and
waited for new ones to grow. This they did without
much sign of disease and the tree fruited quite
successfully. The fruit never fully ripened- but that’s
another story!
However this must have taken its toll on the strength
and fertility of the plant so I did not want to repeat the
process this year
The disease is transmitted by fungal spores which are
active during late-winter / early-spring and are carried

Let me begin by sending my very best wishes to you all
for a very Happy New Year. As I send that greeting I am
aware that New Year is often a time of mixed feelings as
the optimism of new year so widely celebrated can leave
some people in low spirits as they consider what they
anticipate in the year for them. As a new year begins I
try to look forward with optimism to some of the
achievements I hope we will make. I hope that we will
think of all those who volunteer across our society and
provide valuable service to our communities. We take
them for granted at great cost. In 2017 I was grateful for
the opportunities set before me. For example the
chance to thank and help a number of individuals
including medical charities for a wide range of illnesses
both physical and mental. I also gave my support to
ending the threat of closure over Chiltern Edge School
and to trying to secure more funding for our schools.
So when I look forward to 2018 I start with what I hope
will be a happy time for Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle as they marry at Windsor. I also look forward to
playing my part in the Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting in April. I look forward, too, to my
trips to Nigeria as the Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to
the country and to Strasbourg as a Parliamentary
representative on the Council of Europe to play my part
in the successes they can bring for the country. Nearer
to home, I hope to see the continuation of important
activities such as Neighbourhood Planning and to
engaging with constituents at a number of different
levels. Most of all, though, I look forward to us all
enjoying a peaceful and prosperous time. The Henley
Constituency is a beautiful constituency with thriving
communities and much goodwill. I hope we will all look
at focussing on those things that can best improve life
for those who live here and ensure that they can take
advantage of the opportunities that life has to offer.
Some people say we live in ‘interesting times’. In truth
all times are ‘interesting’ and I hope that together we will
be able to have constructive discussions about how we
can make the most of the opportunities they offer.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster
and in the constituency. The address:
www.johnhowellmp.com. You can also follow him on
twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.

in splashes of rain drops. So a possible way of
preventing the disease is by providing a rain proof
cover.

Contact Details: -

As my wife will tell you I am the worlds worst when it
comes to DIY but as the picture shows I have had a go.
This is the third version- the first two were instantly
destroyed by the wind! One side is now fixed to the
wall which may or may not be enough!
Once the Spring arrives and pollinating insects are
abroad I shall cut away the polythene from the sides to
allow access but in the meantime it helps protect any
buds from the frost.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London,
SW1A 0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please
e-mail john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the December 2017 Update.
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If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in January 2018
January 7th

11.15am Family Service
th

January 14

11.15am Holy Communion (Book
of Common Prayer)

January 21st

11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer)

January 9th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

January 28th

11.15pm Holy Communion
Common Worship

January 15th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

The Prayer Meeting held at 2.30pm on the first
Tuesday of each month, at Crossways. The church
is open daily for quiet prayer and reflection.

January 17th

Coffee Morning
All welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.

January 20th

Murder Mystery Evening
(Village Hall, 7.00pm for
7.30pm)

January 25th

Alpha Course (C of E)
(St Thomas’ Church, Goring
Canterbury Room, 7.30pm)

January 26th

South Stoke Historical
Society, talk on the
Eynsham Abbey, by Steve
Parrinder (Village Hall,
7.00pm)

March 10th

Royal Harmonics Concert

Harry Hogg & Michael Codner

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
February
issue:
Friday 26th January 2018.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.

Do You Love The
Thames Path?
Would you like to donate to
help maintain and improve
the trail? If ‘yes’, scan the
QR
code
or
visit
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/
thames-path for info.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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