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South Stoke Elves
It was a dark and rainy November afternoon. The
autumnal sun was slipping below the horizon. But out on
the Recreation ground a merry band of children staff and
parents from South Stoke School was busy They were
cheerfully pretending that the sun was shining as they set
to work with a will. Over the last few years the trees that
had been planted when the Recreation ground was
renovated had, for some reason, simply not flourished
and many had died. Now the School had taken up the
challenge and were planting the best part of a hundred
trees to replace them. Many thanks from the Amenities
Charity for their admirable work in the gloom of a
November afternoon. May they grow and flourish this time
around!
Chris Bertrand
Steward, The Recreation Ground
(And another
submission on
the same topic.
-Editor)
On Tuesday 14th November the children from South Stoke Primary
School Creative Club planted 60 trees, shrubs and hedgerow plants on
the Recreation Ground. The Woodland Trust donate these plants to
help enhance either school grounds or local communities. The school
were given permission, by the Parish Council, to plant along the long
grass near (the bonfire site). It was a cold, wet but fun community event
and hopefully the trees will flourish in years to come and become a feature
of the landscape.
Thank you to all those children and parents who helped, it was much
appreciated.
Amanda Rogers, Head Teacher
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This year the house-to-house collection raised £603.71.
This, together with the Remembrance Day collection
from St Andrew’s of £105.75 brought South Stoke’s total
to £709.46. Thank you to all those who donated and all
those who collected and particularly to Rosie Casbeard
who collected an astonishing £175.69.
The British Legion continues to provide support to both
service families and veterans who have been wounded
or have other mental, physical or financial problems.
Sarah Thompson
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Our 134 Bus Service – Christmas/New Year Services
…. And Some Potential Improvements For The Future!
This Christmas to New Year



No services on Sun 24th, Xmas Day, Boxing Day & Sun 31st Dec and no service on New Year’s Day
On 27th, 28th, 29th and 30th Dec the normal timetable will be operated, with the exception that the first service of the day from the Perch & Pike at 08.07 to Wallingford will not operate, and the return journey - the first
service of the day from the Perch & Pike at 08.51 to Goring will not operate

Potential Improvements to the 134 timetable to provide rush hour rail connections at Goring Station.
Mike Ward, proprietor of Going Forward Buses is considering the following additional
134 services, but only if he receives indications of support from would be users in Goring/Cleeve, South Stoke,
North Stoke and Wallingford/Crowmarsh/Winterbrook. So please read his undernoted press release and then - if
you are interested, respond to him directly by email or phone.
--“The new electric train service is due to be introduced from Goring in January 2018. Going Forward Buses is
looking at running an evening service on the 134 route in connection with the semi-fast trains from London,
which (according to information on the internet at the time of writing) will leave Paddington around every half
hour from 16.49 to 19.18, then at 19.35 and 20.18. The train journey time to Goring will be around 50
minutes. Some buses might also run to RAF Benson, to replace the evening journeys recently withdrawn by
Thames Travel.
We'd also like to provide connections in the morning with semi-fast Paddington trains leaving Goring at 07.03,
07.30, 08.00 and 08.20. Believe it or not, it would be quicker to get from Wallingford to Paddington using the
Goring link than going through Reading on Thames Travel's X39/X40, and we think a lot more pleasant! You're
so much more likely to get a seat on the train for example. And if you normally park your car at Goring or Reading station (if you can find a space), you'd save the car parking charge if you go by bus.
Let us know if you think this is a good idea, and more importantly if you think you might use it! Also, if you would
like to volunteer to help us run this trial service we'd love to hear from you”
Email: littlebluebus@yahoo.com
Phone: 07484 605888
So please consider Mike’s ideas and then - if you are interested - please respond to him directly by email or
phone.
Cllr Roy McMillan

Thank You & Happy Christmas
This issue marks the 36th issue of the South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
on which I have been the editor. As well as wishing all in South Stoke a
Happy Christmas, I would like to express my gratitude to those who
volunteer their time, each month, to ensure that every household in the
Parish receives their copy. Firstly, thanks to all who make submissions
for the newsletter - regularly or occasionally. The content is what
matters most, and allows the newsletter to notify and inform.
Thanks to Sian Rasmussen and family who deliver each issue - no
matter the weather - to most households. Thanks, too, to Trudy
Scarratt for supporting Sian with the more ‘far-reaching’ areas.
Since the Rohll’s moved from South Stoke, Jane Newton has taken on
the responsibility or managing the advertising - getting new advertisers
as well as encouraging renewals. Thanks to Catherine for all her efforts
over the years, but also to Jane for taking over the task.
Thanks to Roy McMillan and Abel Westerhof for picking-up the
newsletters from the printer and delivering them to Sian - this means I
can put together each issue, no matter where my work travels take me.
The January issue, because of the printer’s schedule, is planned to be
delivered a bit later in the month than usual (in the first weekend in
January). We also plan to have a new recurring feature on current
Planning Applications, so keep an eye open for that in January.
Bryan Urbick, Editor, South Stoke Parish Newsletter
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Watch-Out For Scam Calls
One of our villagers had an unusual
telephone call on the 20th November, midafternoon. The caller purported to be from a
community organisation for policing/security
and was trying to arrange a house visit. At
first our villager thought he was talking to the
police because they began the conversation
by enquiring if he
would be attending
the community
policing meeting
during the week.
A short way into
the conversation,
having an uneasy
feeling, he
terminated the call and contacted the police.
It was confirmed that the police had not
initiated the call, and apparently already knew
of the scam since they had received
numerous calls from people who had also
been similarly approached.
The police advice, should this happen to
others, it to terminate the phone call as soon
as it starts Do not give any information and
certainly do not agree to any house visits.
2

Outline Proposal For Housing Development
At The Western End Of South Bank

I recently received an email communication from Christ based, with the Ridgeway Path to the left and the railChurch (Ch Ch) College’s agents outlining a proposal
way line to the right:
for the development of one of their several pieces of
land in and around the village. The broad detail of this
proposal can be seen in the schematic below, which
shows 9 houses, with an access from near the bottom
of South Bank. This piece of land, which has not been
farmed for many years is bounded by:





The railway line to the East
Further open field to the South
The Ridgeway National Trail/Path - to Goring - to
the West
South Bank to the North

As their agents have not supplied any further details
concerning this proposal, such as the size of each
house or the number of bedrooms or whether any of
them are proposed to be “affordable”, I have asked the
agents to supply answers to these and other questions,
and I have advised them that the Parish Council (PC)
Many thanks – the PC and I look forward to your comdoes not wish to respond to their request for our views,
ments – and we will update you, by way of future ediuntil such time as these details are to hand.
tions of the newsletter, if any further details are reThe PC would however welcome any views that you
ceived.
may have on this outline proposal, and I would be
Cllr Roy McMillan
grateful if you could put these in writing – letter or email
Chairman, SSPC
to me. See my contact details at the end of this piece.
Post to: By-field, Cross Keys Road,
The photograph - taken from the West of the site South Stoke, RG8 0JT
shows the piece of land on which this proposal is
Email: roymcm100@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Village Clock

Community Speedwatch Scheme
As part of the ongoing campaign to make our roads a
safer place, the Parish Council recently commissioned speed surveys around the Village, where on
the B4009, high incidents of speeding vehicles were
identified.

Well where do I start?!

Following the survey and discussions with Oxfordshire County Council, you will have no doubt noticed
that we have been able to persuade the Council to
install gated signage at either end of the Village, and
update the worn road marking around the village as a
starting point.

This all started from a seed sown early in the new year
whilst I was showing the bells and clock to the new
intake of ringers. They were surprised that it was wound
manually once a week and had been done so for nearly
a century. This led to a discussion that it should be
brought into the 21st century.

In addition to feedback provided by us, and following
excessive speeding on rural roads, time and again
this issue is high priority in community surveys in the
South Oxfordshire area. Thames valley Police, as
part of a wider community initiative, are proposing to start a
Community Speedwatch
scheme, as well as an enforcement radar gun operation at certain times during the day. This
will be along the B4009 between
the two gated areas as you enter and leave South Stoke. This
is in addition to the regular ongoing Police camera Van that
parks near the top of Cross
Keys Rd and continues to regularly catch speeding motorists.

The next stage was to put thoughts into action, so a
quote was obtained and the raising of money was the
next objective. It was agreed that the proceeds from the
Open Gardens would be ring-fenced in the fund raising,
so now was the time to run with it.

We are looking for volunteers from the community to
help operate the Community Speedwatch equipment,
usually for 1 hour at a time, accompanied by one of
our local PCSOs. Excessive speeds will be recorded,
details sent to the Police, following which a warning
letter is sent to the registered keeper of the vehicle by
the Police, and repeat offenders risk enforcement
action in certain circumstances.
There will be training provided on use of the equipment, and there will be at least two volunteers at a
time, accompanied by a PCSO at all times during the
survey. Any enforcement Radar Gun operations will
be carried out by the Police and will not involve community volunteers.
We propose to start the Community Project 10th January 2018 and in addition the following dates are proposed: Thurs 11th Jan, Fri 19th Jan, Wed 7th Feb,
Thurs 8th Feb, Fri 16th Feb.
If you want to help make our village a safer place and
are interested in volunteering for the project, especially at school run times of day, please contact Cllr
Mick Walsh on 07909 229500 or e mail
mick@mwbrokers.co.uk with an idea of which dates
and times you may be available. We can work out a
rota and training for volunteers that can fit in with ongoing surveys. Anyone who recently e mailed following a village Facebook discussion on the subject,
please could you resend, to ensure we collate all of
the responses together.

Firstly a very big thank you to all who helped this
happen: an electric winder and pendulum regulator to
the clock that will enhance our village for future
generations.

Once we had gone public, it was so heartening that
donations started to be received. This gave us a good,
sound base from which to work. The Open Gardens
event was a roaring success and topped-up the total to
such a figure that we were able to add the pendulum
regulator as well.
You will be pleased to know that all is now fitted - and to
see it in action is worthy of a visit - so I propose to open
the tower next spring. When all the outgoings are paid,
we will have a surplus of funds left over that will be
addressed and appropriately allocated.
Now to the main objective of this article: to thank all the
homeowners who opened their gardens and those that
gave donations. It goes without saying, the same
thanks apply to all those who helped on the day and
those who fed and watered the masses - the WI & the
Perch & Pike. Also included on that list of thanks are
the church flower arrangers and tea ladies.
Lastly, but most prominent to me, are my two coorganisers of the Open Gardens: Angela Exley & Jane
Newton. We have worked together superbly over the
last three years and no doubt this year was not only our
best, but surpassed all other years. A great
achievement! So now riding on a high we are
considering taking a sabbatical next year in tandem with
the gardeners.
Once again to one and all, MANY THANKS. It was
much appreciated.
Robert Small

Thank you all for your support of the
Community Shop over the last year.
Wishing all of our fabulous volunteers
and customers a Merry Christmas and
a Happy & Healthy New Year!

Cllr Mick Walsh
mick@mwbrokers.co.uk, 07909 229500
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Women’s Institute

From The Amenities Charity

South Stoke WI met on Tuesday 12th November. The
President Rita Mann welcomed an almost full house of
members. A nice tribute as this month is the 99th
Anniversary of the Institute’s formation in 1918. Next year
we celebrate our centenary.

New Fridge. We would like to thank the WI for their
very generous donation of a brand new fridge for the
village hall. They have used some of the money they
took for the WI teas at the Open Gardens so thank you
to all the brilliant WI cooks and cake makers!

During the business section of the
meeting our President reported on
the successful group meeting
South Stoke hosted on 31st
October. Groups consist of 5 or 6
local Institutes each taking it in turn
to provide the venue and
refreshments. These extra meetings take place twice a
year and enable members to meet up with old and new
friends from other Institutes.

Car Parking. We have put up a notice asking people
to park forwards into spaces in the rec/shop car park on
the housing, shop side. This is important as exhaust
fumes were entering properties adjacent to the car
park. For the same reason we would ask anyone parking anywhere to turn off their engines rather than leave
them idling (whatever the weather). Thank you.

The speaker for this meeting was Brian Greenan a
Toastmaster in the city of London. As well as working for
different Guilds and Businesses, he also works for the
Royal Family. He gave a fascinating talk with a lot of insight
into protocol, regalia - and more important precision timing
- everything must go like clockwork particularly when the
Royal family are involved. If it doesn’t, it is his job to sort
out the difficulties.
The talk was followed by a delicious ploughman’s lunch
provided by the President and members of the committee.
After giving out cards and small gifts to two members
celebrating birthdays this month, the President then
introduced our speaker for November. Chris Lowe is an
Educational Volunteer for the RNLI. His job is to raise
awareness of the work done by the 4,900 volunteers who
risk their lives to rescue people in distress on our seas and
rivers. Men and women are alerted by pagers to a call out
and respond unstintingly in 239 stations around the British
Isles and N. Ireland.
The service started out as a private enterprise organised by
Sir William Hilary. He had moved to the Isle of Mann and
soon became aware of how many ships got into difficulties
around the coast with a great loss of life and goods. The
idea of a rescue service spread around the country. It was
funded by wealthy patrons particularly ship owners who
realized it was in their interests to support this venture.
The first lifeboats were rowing boats but as motors were
invented they were fitted and boats updated. Volunteers
wore their own clothing and the first life jacket consisted of
a leather jacket with lumps of cork attached to it. Specialist
clothing was gradually introduced and is now upgraded on
a regular basis. The service is funded entirely by

voluntary contributions and Lifeboat days are held every
year.
The afternoon ended with our traditional afternoon tea
when members enjoy delicious sandwiches and a
variety of cakes and biscuits all supplied by three or four
members who take it in turn each month. This is a
wonderful way to socialize we all like to chat over a cup
of tea catching up with friends and discussing
forthcoming events. There is always a large variety of
outings, workshops, or talks for members to enjoy either within our own Institute or organised by our
County Federation. We welcome visitors, so why not
take the opportunity to see for yourself? We meet on
the second Tuesday of the month at 2.15pm in South
Stoke Village Hall

Leads and Digi Boxes. Roger has reported to us
that some leads and a digi box are missing from the
village hall. If you have used them or know where they
are could you please let Roger or Robert know. Thank
you.
A very big Thank You to Michael and Green Gym for
their very energetic effort in clearing a part of the outer
Rec area for us. They are a wonderful organisation who
have now helped clear undergrowth around the village
on two occasions, and they have promised us another
visit in the spring.
We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas
and New Year.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

South Stoke 200 Club
The November draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday 13th and for the eighth consecutive month the
prize fund increased, this time to £195. That tells you
that we are only five numbers away from the magic
200. Joining is easy, and at just £2 per month per
number not expensive. The prizes however are worth
having as you can see below. You’ve got to be in it to
win it!
The lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

(£98) Jacqui Bertrand
(£65) Abel Westerhof
(£32) Nigel Hawkey

The December draw will take place on Friday 22nd
during the village “Christmas Cracker”.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Carols On The Rec

Thought Provoking Activities
In The Goring Gap
The Goring Gap University of the Third Age (U3A)
holds a talk in the Goring on Thames Village Hall on the
last Thursday of every month (except for July and December). Doors open at 10.30 am for coffee and the
talk starts at 11am for about an hour. Talks are on various subjects of general interest, some serious, some
less so and are listed on our website.
The U3A is a self-help
organisation for people
who have retired, or
are partially retired or
finished raising a family. There is no minimum age to joining us.
Members have time to
enrich their lives with
new skills and experiences, pursue their interests, form new friendships and
enjoy a sense of belonging to a vibrant community.
The U3A is different from most other adult learning organisations. Rather than paying people to teach, we
encourage members to share their knowledge and talents with other members. As a result, members contribute to a wide range of engaging and stimulating groups
in an atmosphere of mutual support and companionship
and we have more than 30 active interest groups at
Goring U3A.
Goring U3A is a member of the Thames Valley U3A
Network, an association of over 35 local U3As. The network can put on events, such as subject study days,
that would not be possible for individual U3As.
There is a small annual fee to join but you can come
along to one of our talks as a guest for free or Google
Goring Gap U3A for further details.
Gill Hunter

Murder In The Village Hall
Saturday 20th January, 7.00pm for 7.30pm
An Evening Of Fun And Intrigue
With A Two-Course Meal - All For £15
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE SHOP and from
kb@kwops.co.uk or julescostello@btinternet.com
Eleven people are marooned in a storm on an island
in the Thames. Soon the first body is found, and then
another. How many will live to tell the tale? Can you
spot the murderer before it’s too late?
Written by Chris Bertrand and starring South Stokers:
Jonathan Rohll, Catherine Rohll, and Michael Saunders as well as Bryan Urbick plus Caro Armstrong,
Fran Weetman, Ann Hart, Heather Trevis, Rita Butler,
Liz Paulo, and Daniel Evans.

BOOK EARLY
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
A FUND-RAISING EVENT FOR
OUR COMMUNITY SHOP
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

In case you missed the information in last month’s article,
we will be singing Christmas Carols on the Recreation
Ground around the Beacon (Thank you to Robert Small
and Paul Stevens for sorting out the beacon). This will
happen on Christmas Eve, which this year happens to fall
on 24th December ;-) starting at 5pm, and I anticipate it
will last around 45mins.
Planning is moving on and thank you to those who are
helping with this event. We hope to be serving mince pies
and mulled wine and I’m really hoping for a beautiful starry
night. Some of the children from South Stoke Primary
School will be singing, so if there are any other children
who would like to join in please let me know.
As well as being a lovely thing to do and a great way of
kicking off the holiday season, we will be raising money
and taking donations for Children with Cancer, which is my
chosen charity for 2018. Children with Cancer UK is
dedicated to funding research, raising awareness and
funding projects to help children and their families directly
impacted by childhood cancer.
I look forward to seeing you on the 24th.
Phil Wortley

Explore!
We live in a wonderful part of the country, with so
many places to explore and discover, but I wonder
where you go when you are working through life’s big
questions? No matter what questions you have, you
can be sure that you are not alone in asking them!
Last year, the Anglican churches of Goring and
Streatley with South Stoke ran an Alpha Course, in
which over 20 people each week explored life’s big
questions and the Christian faith, looking at what it
has to say about the meaning of life. Each of the sessions looked at different issues around faith, followed
by small group discussions at which no topics were off
limits and much lively debate took place. Among the
comments from participants on last year’s course
were “Give it a go and you won’t be disappointed.”
and “Just come, you will be surprised how good it is!”
Alpha is run all around the
globe, in cafés, churches, universities, prisons, homes, bars;
is free, and everyone is welcome! No two Alphas look the
same, but generally they have
three key things in common:
food, a talk and good conversation.
So we are going to run an Alpha course again which
will start on Thursday 25th January, 2018 in the Canterbury Room at St Thomas’ Church, Goring at
7.30pm. It will begin with a meal, so you don’t need to
eat first and could come straight from work. After this
there will be a talk/video, followed by discussion, finishing at about 9.30pm.
Please do get in touch to offer help or if you have any
questions or to book your place by e-mailing alpha@thomandmary.org.uk or calling 01491 873770.
Steve Johnson, Assistant Curate
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Thank You From The School Parents
I hope you all enjoyed the fireworks and the bonfire at this year’s event. We had a fantastic attendance from people who
live in South Stoke and those from surrounding areas. So much so, that the Glebe field which we use for parking was
completely full with cars! This is one of the two large events that the parents of the school children organise each year to
raise funds used to supplement the education at our village school. The event was a great success and despite catering
for a larger audience this year, we sold out of nearly everything. The funds raised will this year be spent on the following:
sports coaching for the children, an outward bound residential trip for the older children, workshops (which have recently
included topics such as diversity, mindfulness and engineering), coach trips, participation in Young Voices (a concert that
the children take part in held at the Genting Arena in Birmingham), cookery lessons and daily fruit for all the children.
Whilst the parents work incredibly hard to make these events happen, there are a few individuals and companies that I
would like to say a big thank you to for helping make the event work this year. Firstly Rob Houseman of Illusion
Fireworks for not only supplying the fireworks, but also throwing in quite a few extra big ones to make the display
something really special this year. Our resident tree surgeon, Jamie Turner, for supplying tonnes and tonnes of wood.
Richard Staniforth and Charlie Leggett for spending the Friday collecting wood for the bonfire from around South Stoke,
Goring and Woodcote. Alex East-Hardy from A.E.H Services for making the bonfire and driving in posts. And Gareth
Dean for all his help during the day, and for lighting the bonfire. We also had help from Goring Scouts this year, so thank
you to them too and to Martin Bullock for use of the Glebe Field for parking.
I understand the shop had a great evening’s trade,
but it also makes the event that much better when
people can go and use our village shop and
purchase things there. So thank you to the Shop
for opening their doors.
I’d also like to thank Paul from Warmingham Estate
and Letting Agents and Vince at Southern Plant
Hire for providing their very generous donations
towards the event.
Finally, thank you to you all for supporting the event
over the years, whether that is by providing wood
for the bonfire, attending on the day or simply
putting up with the disruption on the day.

Phil Wortley
Chair of the Parents Association

SOUTH STOKE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD 2017
If you would like to participate in the 2017 South Stoke Community Christmas Card (a village Christmas card from villagers to villagers) to raise funds for village projects. Please fill in the box below with a seasonal message and return to
The Village Shop, The Perch & Pike or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry Rd with a suggested donation of £5 and we will
do the rest. Please return your messages and donations by Saturday December 10th 2016. If you have any questions
or would like to help please do get in touch. Clare Wortley, clarewortley@mac.com, 875377

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ling’s Last Hurrah!

If you have a greenhouse, and you are prepared to
spend the money to heat it, by now it should be
bursting at the seams. In my case, the lemon tree (very
productive) and the orange tree (less so) jostle for
space with: the geraniums, the fuchsias, the cannas,
the dahlias, the abutilon and the gladioli corms. Some
people buy geraniums each year. I prefer to take
cuttings when I remember and with judicious pruning
keep the plants going. Fuchsias I have discovered
need to have all their leaves removed when put into
storage so fresh young growth in the spring is free from
blemish.
Dahlias are a puzzle. If you dig them up all the books
suggest sprouting them rather like potatoes and then
growing on the sprouts. This seems unnecessarily time
consuming to me! Keep the tubers frost free. Then
separate them and plant them out again in late spring,
thereby increasing your stock many times over.
By the way, insulating the greenhouse with bubble
wrap is a jolly good idea.
In previous years I overwintered Hydrangeas - both
mophead and paniculata in the poly tunnel. But the
mopheads in particular did not like the high levels of
moisture and the buds rotted -meaning no flowers this
year. Using the polytunnel for active growth rather than
storage seems favourite. So I have planted broad
beans and winter cabbage and left plenty of space for
early potatoes. I’m also keeping a pot of mint so that
fresh mint is available all year round.

I’m digging up my herbaceous borders this year so that
I can separate the plants where they have become too
crowded and dig in a good thick layer of compost.
Helianthus Lemon Queen [ Recently changed as it was
Helenium when I bought it!] is a tall late flowering
splendid trouble free plant and I shall have far more
than I can use so just let me know if you would like
some.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

On September 28th this year, No. 99 Squadron (my old
squadron) celebrated its centenary at RAF Brize Norton, The Princess Royal; Princes Anne attended the
parade which was followed by a reception at the Officers Mess. It was then I remembered South Stoke.
Why? Because it was as Chairman of your Parish
Council I had last met her. She’d opened some affordable housing near Henley and I upset her ladies in
waiting, suggesting that HRH might suffer if the cream
cakes they were nicking on HRH’s behalf, if consumed in the quantity taken, might affect the royal
tummy as she was air lifted away by helicopter!
What else reminds me of South Stoke? Well we’ve
been visited by four couples from your village so far,
and I believe more are on the way. Then there was
“The one that got away” - the puzzling event that I
registered for South Stoke on the American Air Museum in Britain at the Imperial War Museum (IWM) site,
your SSPN July 2015 refers. In some ways it was
that connection that’s led
to me to having my brains
picked by the IMW at
Duxford about my past.
So what if South Stokers
want to know more about
the other “one who got
away”, in this case, me
from your village. Well
now you can. I’ve gone
into print. “Bull, Bombs &
Britannia’s - My career in
the Royal Air Force 1961
-1975”. It tells an exciting
tale about being an armourer, where knowledge of
explosives and a spell of bomb disposal in Germany
gave me a background that put me well placed in later
life. After taking to the air,
for a number of years as
an RAF Britannia crewmember, route flying
taught me how the world
works. Picking up the nuances of different nations,
gave me the necessary
background to develop
into what I record in my
second book “Around the
World in eighty delays,
Polaris, People and Places - 1975 to 2010”. That
traces my steps as an international sales executive, Cape Canaveral trained,
well fitted for working in the world’s arms bazaars, the
aviation industries, aircraft manufacturers and operators plus delving into the petrochemical industries of
Europe and the Middle East. Plus (no names, no pack
drill) I do mention times when I was on your Parish
Council.
Both books are available from Woodfield a specialist
publisher and their Amazon UK Store.
Richard Ling
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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, BUY LOCAL THIS CHRISTMAS!
We now are taking all festive food orders!

Support local suppliers and save time, petrol and the queues at the supermarket!

Festive Foods To Order
Walters Turkeys - Fabulous award winning turkeys that
year-on-year prove increasingly popular. If you haven’t
tried one already I thoroughly recommend you give them
a try this year. We can organise free range turkeys and
organic turkeys as well as crowns. The deadline for turkey orders is TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER.
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables - Don’t fight for the last few
sprouts at the supermarket! Place your orders with the
shop for all your fresh fruit and vegetable requirements
from Dudman’s.
Sarah Butlers Cakes & Whole Quiches -Sarah’s delicious iced Christmas cakes are available to pre-order in
three different sizes:
Large Iced Loaf Cake £22.99
Medium Iced Loaf £9.50
Large Iced Round Cake £25.00
Gift size loaf cake
£2.99
Examples of the cakes are available to view in store.
Quiches – Whole quiches for 8 – 10 people are also
available to order in the following flavours: Quiche Lorraine, Roasted Vegetable & Brie & Bacon. Deadline for
Sarah’s orders is Monday 12th December.
Blackwoods of Henley– Their delicious, hand-raised
turkey and ham pie has been a huge hit with the village
for the last few years with many of you already placing
your orders! The pie comes in one size and weighs approximately 2.2kg and would serve a minimum of 12
people. The cost per pie is £25.50, but we are happy to
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

sell half a pie if you have fewer mouths to feed! The
cost is £12.75.
Snowdonia Cheeses from Blackwoods come in a gift
box of x3 waxed rounds and includes, Little Black
Bomber, Red Devil & Green Thunder. Perfect for a pretty cheeseboard display. Each round weighs approx.
200gm and the trio costs £13.99. Stilton Cheese is also
available in ¼ round which weighs in at approximately 2
kilos and the cost per kilo is £14.99.
Ridgeway Beers - Available to order by the case with
our 10% discount per case and some promotional prices
may be available depending on stocks. Please email me
for further information.
Ray Park Butchers – Gammons & Hams (cooked and
uncooked, glazed and unglazed) and other joints including beef can be ordered through Ray Park at Cholsey.
Don’t forget sausagemeat, chipolatas etc can all be delivered to the shop in time for Christmas. Deadline for
these order is Thursday 14th December.
The Garden Room Flower Company - Wreaths and
table arrangements are available to order. Please call
Sarah directly on 07340 010534 and quote South Stoke
Community Shop to discuss your requirements.
--To place your orders or if you have any queries, please
email Julescostello@btinternet.com
Jules Costello
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John Howell, MP Writes…

The Return of the Royal Harmonics

As this newsletter will appear in December magazines I
would like to take this opportunity to wish all constituents
a peaceful Christmas and to send my best wishes for the
year ahead.

On Saturday 10th March 2018 the Royal Harmonics
male acappella chorus will be presenting a concert in St.
Andrews Church commencing at 7.30 p.m.

We draw to the close of what, for many, is another
unsettling year with change and uncertainty. I am always
pleased to correspond with constituents on issues of
concern. Sharing views can help people understand
different perspectives. During the course of the year I
have had some very interesting and informative
exchanges with people. It is good to learn and
understand, even when we do not agree. Sadly at times
there is less graciousness in disagreement and I hope
that in this season of goodwill there may be opportunity
to greater understanding across our communities.
Many people in our communities work hard to make
them special for the rest of us. I know that at times this
can be a thankless task. May I take this opportunity to
say a special thank you to all those who work hard on
behalf of the rest of us in their voluntary work. It is
always a pleasure when I get the opportunity to visit
community activities and I look forward to learning yet
more about what is being done in 2018.
With the many and varied means of communication
available to us and the mass of information shared it can
be difficult to get clarity on specific issues and this itself
can be a cause of anxiety. Indeed at times situation
develop so quickly that it can be difficult to keep up with
things. The media will choose their key stories and
report them as they will but there is always so much
more going on than flashes past us each day. Perhaps
the speed and volume of information coupled with the
lack of time and opportunity to share views in any depth
encourage the often argumentative and insensitive
nature of social media.
For my part, as well as personal communications, I
share what I am doing and my thoughts in specific
issues on my website. I also produce a periodic
electronic newsletter and briefings on specific issues as
well as writing in these parish magazines. I look forward
to continued correspondence on the wide range of
issues that are of concern across the constituency in the
New Year.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-November 2017 Update.
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In a world of ever-increasing standards the Royal
Harmonics have maintained their status in the very
highest echelons of barbershop-style acappella singing
not only in the U.K, but recently in achieving second
place in an international competition in Ireland. Offering
an eclectic mix of songs ranging from Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Glenn Miller to traditional English folk
songs and negro spiritual the Royals’ programme has
something for everyone.
The concert will also showcase
the musical talents of some South
Stoke villagers – of which more
later.
Tickets for the concert will go on
sale early in January 2018 at £12
per head to include a welcoming
drink. The Royals’ previous sellout concert was enthusiastically
received, so ticket reservation in advance is advised by
mailing either Julian Charman at jjcharman@aol.com or
Robert Small on robandsue1975@btinternet.com .
Watch out for further announcements in the Newsletter
and for advertising posters.
The Royal Harmonics are delighted to mirror the fundraising initiative recently announced by Phil Wortley in
his personal support for the charity Children with
Cancer. After covering all overheads, ticket revenues
plus profits from the raffle and bar sales will be donated
to Children with Cancer.
The Royals can guarantee a fun evening of quality
singing
Julian Charman, jcharman@aol.com

Wallingford Museum Bookshop
As usual, Wallingford Museum will close for its winter
break (Dec, Jan and Feb) to prepare exciting new exhibitions for next year. The Museum will re-open on 1st
March 2018.
In the meantime, book-lovers and present-seekers
should make a point of visiting Wallingford Museum’s
bookstall while the museum
is closed for its winter refurbishment.
We have an excellent selection of good secondhand books (both fiction
and non-fiction) at sensible
prices. We’ll be open
through December, January and February - every Friday from 10.30 to 3.00, and every Saturday from 10.30
to 1.00.
We look forward to seeing you.
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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Shivering Indoors This Winter?
As winter approaches, evenings and nights lengthen,
and cold, misty air settles in grey, cheerless, smoggy
streets, many people's thoughts and plans are inevitably turning towards the necessity of heating their
homes. But, with sharply rising energy costs, it is an
unfortunate fact that many disadvantaged people in our
communities are having to choose between heating
their homes and buying enough food to eat.
South Oxfordshire and Vale Citizens Advice is working
to help those who are in difficulties. The national charity
is urging people to take action, to cut their bills by
checking that they have signed up for the best possible
deal, or to take up offers of help to insulate their homes.
You could benefit
from savings of up
to £320 a year from
energy efficiency
measures, an average of £100 by paying by direct debit,
and up to £200 a year by shopping around for the best
deal.
The Citizens Advice website contains a lot of useful energy advice information and links to price comparison
tools. Visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/
energy/energy-supply to find out how you could benefit.
And if money is tight, contact your local Citizens Advice.
Experienced advisers can look into your particular situation and see whether you are getting all the benefits to
which you are entitled, or if you can get help paying
your bills.
Citizens Advice offers confidential, impartial advice and
information on many day-to-day issues. For further help
visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk, call Adviceline on
03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. Locations and opening hours of Citizens Advice
offices in Oxfordshire South and Vale can be found on
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/.
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity that provides the local Citizens Advice
service. Our 150 skilled volunteers work from
five locations and are supported by nine full-time staff.
They advise over 9,500 clients each year. All our income is raised locally.

Goring & Woodcote
Patient Participation Group
Do you want online access
to the Practice medical services?
All patients can register to use the “Patient Access”
programme which can be accessed through a website
on PC, and by downloading the “app” either for Android or Apple tablets and smart phones. As you may
already know this programme allows you to book appointments, order repeat prescriptions and most importantly provides access to medical records including test results. Using this programme, you will be
able to see your test results as soon as they are available without having to telephone Reception. Of
course, if there is any concern about any of the test
results you will be contacted by the Practice in the
normal way.
If you have an Apple iPhone and you use it to record
health data such as weight, blood pressure and exercise details, this detail may be automatically imported
into “Patient Access”
and can be shared
with your GP.
Setting up your account on “Patient
Access” is not difficult and is explained
on the Practice website at:
http://www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk/
info.aspx?p=13
However, If you find that your setup does not go
smoothly and you need some extra help, the PPG is
arranging a number of short face to face support sessions.
These sessions will be held in the Woodcote and Goring Libraries and they will last about 30
minutes. Please note that these sessions are specifically designed to assist with the use of the Patient
Access software only and are not designed to provide
general computer training. The sessions will generally be held on Thursday mornings between 1100 and
1230 and will depend on demand. If you find that you
would like some extra support, please email a request
to us at: goringwoodcoteppg@gmail.com.
Jeremy Hutchins
Chairman, Goring & Woodcote PPG

Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk

Wine, Mince Pies and Quiz
At the December meeting of the Wallingford Gardening Club, our members will
test their gardening know-how with a short quiz. Following a very brief Annual
General Meeting, they will all enjoy wine and mince pies!
This event will be held in the Ridgeway Community Centre, Wallingford at
7.30pm on Thursday 14th December.
Visitors very welcome £3.
Isabelle Darby
Advance notice of future event :- Thurs 11 January - Bugs and Beasties in the
garden (Aleck Harrison)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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‘Treasures with Tales’ Exhibition 2018

Become A Care Worker:

We need your help!

Make A Difference Every Day

Most of us keep a few treasured items, not necessarily because they are ‘valuable’ but because they have
a special significance. Often they are very simple
things - like an ornament, souvenir, letter, picture,
find, etc - but each has some sort of memorable story
behind it.

Oxfordshire urgently needs more compassionate care
workers to support vulnerable members of our community.

Wallingford Museum is asking if you would share one
or more of your ‘Treasures with Tales’ to help create
a very special exhibition for 2018.
Once you’ve had a think, please send details to:
‘Treasures’, Judy Dewey, Wallingford Museum, 52
High Street, Wallingford OX10 0DB, or phone 01491651127, or email: admin@wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

‘Treasures’ will be safely returned.

We’re hoping for a
great response!
The sooner we
hear from you the
easier it will be to
plan the exhibition. It will open on
1 March 2018 and
run until 30 November, after
which your

The last time we asked the public to lend us things
(for ‘I Remember That’ looking back at life over the
last 50 years) we had a fantastic response and created one of our most popular exhibitions ever. We hope
our ‘Treasures with Tales’ will prove just as fascinating for the whole community!
Judy Dewey
admin@wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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If you want a flexible and rewarding job helping other
people, then care work could be for you.
You will receive all the training you need. The most
important thing for employers is that you are caring,
friendly and reliable.
There are opportunities across the county so you can
find a job that’s close to home.
You can work the hours that suit you - there are options to choose a fixed hours contract or a flexible
contract.
There are lots of different roles in social care depending on what you want to do, who you want to work
with and where you’d like to work. You could be supporting an older person, someone with a physical disability, autism, dementia or a mental health condition.
You could be working in a care home, out in your local community, in a hospital or from someone’s home.
Interested? Visit oacp.org.uk/jobs for job opportunities
and to find out more about working in care.
OACP is a membership organisation for all providers
of adult social care in Oxfordshire. It is a contact
point for all social care providers and share and promote good practice through their network and learning exchanges. Additionally they act as a representative body for providers within Oxfordshire, meeting
with commissioners of services, and standing up for
adult social care to promote services.
Naomi Slade
Marketing Officer
Oxfordshire County Council
naomi.slade@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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New Countywide Volunteering Website Launches
Oxfordshire Volunteers (oxonvolunteers.org) is a brand
new countywide volunteering website designed to link
you with your perfect volunteering opportunity!
With over 4000 charities and community groups in
Oxfordshire that work with volunteers, we thought it was
about time we simplified things. Oxfordshire Volunteers
means that anyone looking to volunteer in Oxfordshire
only needs one website to find their perfect role.
Whether it's a one-off hour you're looking to fill, a regular
weekly slot or a position on a trustee board managing a
charity, you'll find them all here. And it's a win for groups
too, who at last have one central
place on the web to advertise their
wonderful opportunities.

County Council, Oxfordshire City Council and Cherwell
District Council.
We can also provide instructions for charities and groups
on how to upload their opportunities onto the new site let me know if you would like these.
We hope this will be a useful resource to the people in
our community.
Charlotte Foxhall
OCVA Training Coordinator
Training@ocva.org.uk

What do you need to do?
If you are a volunteer: go to
oxonvolunteers.org, register
yourself using the blue ‘Try
Volunteering’ button and start
searching for opportunities. It’s as
simple as that!
If you are an organisation: use the
‘Need Volunteers’ button to register
as a provider and start posting your
opportunities!
This site is run as a partnership by
Oxfordshire's three Volunteer
Centres, funded by Oxfordshire

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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If interested in
advertising in the
South Stoke Parish
Newsletter,
please contact:

Jane Newton
adverts@southstoke.org.uk

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in December 2017
December 3rd
December 10

th

11.15am Family Service
11.15am Holy Communion (Book
of Common Prayer)

December 17th 4.00pm

Traditional Carol Service

December 12th

December 24th 9.45pm

Christmas Eve
Late Night Communion

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

December 18th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

December 20th

Coffee Morning
All welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

December 22nd

Christmas Cracker
including 200 Club Draw,
Amenities Charity
(Village Hall, 7.00pm for
7.30pm)

December 24th

Carols at The Rec
(The Rec, from 5.00pm)

December 25

th

11.00am Christmas Day
Holy Communion

December 31st 10.30am United Benefice Service
Of Holy Communion at
St Thomas’, Goring. (no
services at St Andrew’s)
The Prayer Meeting will be held at 2.30pm on
Tuesday 5th December at Crossways. The church is
open daily for quiet prayer and reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner

2018
January 20th

Murder Mystery Evening
(Village Hall, 7.00pm for
7.30pm)

March 10th

Royal Harmonics
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Experienced Gardener/Handy Man Required
6 hours per week, £15 per hour. Local to
South Stoke.
Good knowledge of gardening, light
maintenance work and occasional driving.
All enquiries, please call Kate on 07931
545504. Position to commence January
2018.

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
January
issue:
Friday 29th December 2017.
We are looking for a volunteer to help manage the
advertising in the newsletter each month (c. 2 hours/
month).
If you are interested, please contact
editor@southstoke.org.uk or ring 01491 871 055.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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