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Carols On The Rec
South Stoke has to be one of the best small villages for
its social gatherings and never is there a better time for
people to come together than at Christmas.
This year, on Christmas Eve I am planning an
opportunity for us to come together on the Recreation
Ground to sing some of the most well loved Christmas
Carols around the Beacon.
The event will start at 5pm, so children will be able to be
involved and I hope this will be a lovely way of marking
the start of Christmas before either heading to the pub
or heading home to wait for Santa.
I will also be
collecting for charity
and there will be an
opportunity for those
present if they would
like to donate to my
chosen charity for the
next 12 months - Children with Cancer. Every day, 10
children and young people are diagnosed with cancer in
the UK, yet research into childhood cancer accounts for
only 3% of funds spent on cancer research. Children
with Cancer UK is dedicated to funding research, raising
awareness and funding projects to help children and
their families directly impacted by childhood cancer.
I hope you will agree that singing Christmas Carols on
The Rec on Christmas Eve will be an excellent way to
start the holiday and I look forward to seeing many
people there.
Phil Wortley
philwortley@me.com
(P.S. If anyone would like to help me set up this event,
please let me know - and dressing up is optional)
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Pinner Parish Church Bell Ringers Outing
Late afternoon on Saturday 7th October, a band of
visiting ringers from Pinner, Middlesex arrived in the
village along with their friends and relatives. In fact, this
was a day’s outing for them all.
Earlier they had been in Dorchester, Benson and West
Ilsley, and when they arrived in South Stoke they were
given a delicious tea courtesy of the WI in the village
hall. Rob Small had organised everything to keep
ringers and supporters entertained during their visit.
After tea Lady Sally Horton was on-hand in the Church
with hand sheets for those who wished to view and read
about the history of the building.
The Pinner bell ringers prepared to start ringing at
6.00pm, and some of the more adventurous were taken
on a quick tour of part of the village with Rob Small and
Linda Gatto. Due to fading daylight we only managed
to go down as far as the river but various buildings and
stories were pointed out along the way. The group were
very appreciative of the effort and attention to detail Rob
put in on such a short visit so don’t be surprised if they
return again.

...And More Bell Ringing

On Saturday 11th November at
11.00am we will have a band of
ringers coming from Ealing. As it is
Armistice Day, and because of the
fallen of the Two World Wars and
other conflicts, the bells will be
rung with the bells half muffled.
As a tower we will ring for the
Sunday morning service with them
half muffled as well.
Robert Small
robandsue1975@btinternet.com
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Going Forward Buses CIC Is Really Going Forward
Our local (Goring-based) bus company – owned and
managed by Goring resident Mike Ward – is spreading
its wings around our local area. Mike now has a fleet of
6 minibuses, three of which are shown at Goring
Station.

As well as operating our own Goring – South Stoke –
Wallingford 134 route, Mike now provides services from:







Goring to Moulsford and Wallingford (133) - Monday
to Friday
Goring to Reading via Pangbourne (142) - Daily
including Saturday - and on Sundays as route 144. It
should be noted that these services run past the
entrance to both Basildon Park and Beale Park.
Wallingford to Watlington via Benson & Ewelme (137)
– Monday, Wednesday & Friday only – as from 13th
November.
Wallingford to Dorchester (138) – Tuesday &
Thursday only – as from 14th November.

In order to provide the above services, three very small
timing and/or route changes will be introduced to the
134 route as of Monday 13th November. These will
apply to services daily – Monday to Saturday:






The current 09.05 from the Perch & Pike to
Wallingford, will now not run through the village, but
will pick up on the main road at the Glebe & Freedom
Cottages bus stops at approximately 09.04. This
service will run into Wallingford via Crowmarsh.
The current 09.19 from Glebe & Freedom Cottages to
Wallingford will now run through the village, and will
no longer pick up at Glebe Cottages. It will be timed
to pick up at the Perch & Pike at 09.19, and will run
into Wallingford via Crowmarsh.
The current 14.57 from the Perch & Pike to
Wallingford, will now run 5 minutes earlier – picking
up at the Perch & Pike at 14.52.

In addition, on Saturdays only, the current 09.36 from
the Perch & Pike to Goring, will run 5 minutes earlier
and will now pick-up the Perch & Pike at 09.31.
With the advent of the new Going Forward services to
Reading, Watlington and Dorchester, there will be
opportunities for South Stoke residents to travel to, and
return from, these new destinations via either Goring or
Wallingford - as shown in the adjacent column.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
roy@rmcmillan.com
07770 592667
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Women’s Institute

Dr Griffith Higgs

We met in the Village Hall on Tuesday 10th October,
and celebrated two birthdays this month. After the usual
WI business we welcomed our speaker, Barbara
Hudson.
Her talk was entitled 'How to turn
your life around at 60'. She gave
an interesting perspective on how
after retiring from Oxford
University she decided to write a
novel, and the experiences this
has involved. She is now about
to publish her second book.
We held our usual October book sale for WI funds, and
finished the afternoon with a delicious tea provided by
Linda Gatto, Pam Seymour, and Eileen Peedle.
On Saturday 7th October we welcomed 52 bell ringers
from Pinner. They had rung at Dorchester Abbey,
Benson Church, & East Isley before finishing their day at
South Stoke. We provided an excellent tea which they
greatly enjoyed, before ringing the bells at St Andrews.
On 31st we will be hosting the Thames Valley Group
Meeting when our speaker will be Brian Greenam, a
toastmaster, who will give a talk entitled 'Working with
Royals & Celebrities'.
Rita Mann

Christmas Cracker
Join In The Fun!

Christmas Cracker, South Stoke’s fun mixture of carol
singing, readings and performances - takes place in the
village hall on Friday 22nd December. This year we
welcome the return of the Barber Shop Group and are
pleased that Stu Weetman is bringing his ukulele
players too!
Anyone who would like to
take part please let me
know. It’s all very laid back
and we put it together on
the night without rehearsal.
I can always find some
material to read for anyone
who would like to perform.
Young people are particularly welcome to share their
talents. Just let me know and I’ll fit you in.
Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com

If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:

South Stoke Educational Charity
The trustees of the Charity will be holding their autumn
meeting in late November and will be deciding the
amount of the awards to be given to children and
students living in the ancient ecclesiastical parish
South Stoke cum Woodcote, and proceeding through
the State System of education.
We have the names of most college students, but
believe there may be more of you entitled to an award.
We are particularly interested in students who have
begun a college-based course, full or part time, for one
year or more. Also, there may be students reaching
year 12 who did not attend Langtree, but another state
secondary school. Please contact me.
Maureen Palmer, Oakham, Cross Keys Rd, South
Stoke RG8 0JT, 01491 872 976

South Stoke 200 Club
The October draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday 2nd and for the seventh consecutive month
the prize fund increased, this time to £189. Having
issued the magic ‘200’ we are now re-allocating the
remaining numbers from ex-members before we start
on the second ‘200’.
PLEASE, PLEASE - If you have indicated your interest
in joining, have the necessary papers but they are still
sitting ‘behind the clock on the mantelpiece’, please
take five minutes to complete the process, support the
village and be in the November draw for (probably)
over £190 pounds worth of prizes each month. Still
only £2 per month per number. A real bargain!!
Some members have suggested putting the price of a
number up, but we would prefer to keep the cost at £2
per number. Remember, you can have as many
numbers as you like – if you pay by standing order you
can easily increase you monthly payment and have
(an) extra number(s). Going from one number to two
(very nearly) doubles your chance of a prize!! Just let
Mark know.
The lucky winners this month were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

(£95) Brian Joslyn
(£62) Toby Dixon
(£32) Mark Taylor

The November draw will take place on Monday 13th at
8.00pm in the Perch & Pike.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We continue to steadily raise money
each month, and it doesn’t cost you anything at all.
Register at Give As You Live, and the donations are
given by the participating retailers.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

Bryan Urbick, Editor
editor@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

November 2017

3

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

November 2017

4

Bonfire & Fireworks Night

Marvellous Hair 1st Anniversary

This year, the annual bonfire and fireworks night will be
on 3rd November (please see the poster on page 4 of
this newsletter). The format will be the same as
previous years, however we have a few surprises in the
fireworks this year.

Thanks to our great clients, family and friends we are
celebrating a ‘marvellous’ first year in business.
We are a local family from South Stoke, so Goring
seemed the logical place for us to open our family business. We were overwhelmed with the support of the
local community from day one.

Friday 3rd November

As usual, there will be a BBQ, bar and a chocolate
tombola as well as the glow sticks that children enjoy so
much. The gates open at 6pm and the fireworks will
start at 7.15pm.
If you have any wood that you would like to burn on the
bonfire, please bring it to The Rec during the day as
whilst we will try to collect it, we cannot promise to do
collections this year.
Remember, whilst fireworks are great fun, they are
dangerous and must be handled carefully and
correctly. An organised display is always safer and the
fireworks are usually way more impressive than your
back garden fireworks. I look forward to seeing you on
Friday 3rd and have a safe and enjoyable bonfire night.
Finally, please could I ask that if you live around the Rec
and are planning your own fireworks, please would you
avoid setting them off between 5.30pm and 9.30pm that
night for obvious safety reasons.
Phil Wortley
Chair of the Parents Association
South Stoke Primary School
philwortley@me.com

It has been a busy year for us. We have taken part in
various on- and off-site training events, attended some
fabulous industry shows and seminars, prepared the
hair for the Goring Gap Players local production of
‘Murdered to Death’, been involved with training at a
local college, sponsored a local men’s football team
‘Checkendon Exiles’, continued to support people going
through medical hair-loss through our involvement with
the national charity ‘My New Hair’ - and we have also
recently found out that our very talented stylist Luke has
secured a much sought-after place on the British Hairdressing Fellowship Art Team 2018.
After such a successful start, we are now in the fortunate position of being able to grow the team. We currently have an opening for an enthusiastic apprentice to
join us, as well as a part-time qualified hair-stylist.
To show our appreciation please quote YEARONE10%
(valid until 31st January 2018) to receive 10% off your
next haircut at The Marvellous Hair Co.
Loz Hawkins
Congratulations, Loz - and additional congratulations to
Luke. We know you and Roger must be particularly
proud! - Editor

SOUTH STOKE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD 2017
If you would like to participate in the 2017 South Stoke Community Christmas Card (a village Christmas card from villagers to villagers) to raise funds for village projects. Please fill in the box below with a seasonal message and return to
The Village Shop, The Perch & Pike or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry Rd with a suggested donation of £5 and we will
do the rest. Please return your messages and donations by Saturday December 10th 2016. If you have any questions
or would like to help please do get in touch. Clare Wortley, clarewortley@mac.com, 875377

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Goring Gap Players Present

Can’t Pay, Won’t Pay by Dario Fo
22nd - 25th November, 8.00pm
at the Morrel Rooms, Streatley
Tickets £10
from Inspirations (Goring Arcade)
or Jean Betteridge 01491 873 350
www.goringgapplayers.co.uk

Murder In The Village Hall
Saturday 20th January, 7.00pm for 7.30pm
An Evening Of Fun And Intrigue
With A Two-Course Meal - All For £15
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE SHOP and from
kb@kwops.co.uk or julescostello@btinternet.com
Eleven people are marooned in a storm on an island in
the Thames. Soon the first body is found, and then another. How many will live to tell the tale? Can you spot
the murderer before it’s too late?
Written by Chris Bertrand and starring South Stokers:
Jonathan Rohll, Catherine Rohll, and Michael Saunders as well as Bryan Urbick, Zoe Beeuasart, plus Fran
Weetman, Ann Hart, Heather Trevis, Rita Butler, Liz
Paulo, and Daniel Evans.

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
A FUND-RAISING EVENT FOR
OUR COMMUNITY SHOP

South Stoke Community Christmas Card 2017
As the nights draw in and the weather turns colder I am beginning to think about the South Stoke Community
Christmas Card 2017!
For those new to the village, in previous years we have raised funds for the defibrillator and village hall heating by
creating a village Christmas card. Previous cards have featured artwork by local residents with the inside filled with
messages from households in the village.
This year we will be once again be raising funds for the village by creating a Christmas card from villagers to
villagers. Each household in the village will receive a copy of the village Christmas card. Everyone who wishes to
participate writes a message on a label for a suggested donation of £5 (or more if
you wish). The messages are then collated and used to create pages within the
village Christmas card. (There is a form on the previous page of this newsletter.)
We are looking for keen photographers who may have a suitable image of Winter/
Christmas in South Stoke to use for the front of the card or any budding artists who
would be willing for us to use their work. If you think you might be able to help
please get in touch.
If you have any questions about the community card or would like to help in
anyway please do get in touch.
Best wishes
Clare Wortley
Cavendish Cottage
clarewortley@mac.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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From The Amenities Charity
200 Club - We are pleased to report that we have nearly 200 lucky members, we hope to achieve this by
Christmas and have a Grand Draw at Christmas Cracker on the 22nd. December. If you are not yet a member
please contact Mark Taylor and or there are forms in
the shop.
The Recreation Ground - Car Park users please note
we have put a temporary fence around some of the car
park. Can you please remember to Park Forward into
this space to avoid fumes entering a neighbours house.
Also all users please turn off your engines whilst in the
car park to avoid unwanted fumes. Very many thanks in
advance for your cooperation.
Baby Swing Users - Unfortunately one of the baby
swings is unsafe and the other one is okay for now. We
are hoping to fund raise for a new swing. This will cost
at about £2,500 pounds. We have had one very kind
offer of fund raising so watch this space. "Give as You
Live" is a painless way of helping the charity with fund
raising. See notices of how on page 3 in this newsletter
and in the Village Hall.
I am lucky enough to have inherited a superb red
Michaelmas daisy and this year with some sunny days
in October we have really appreciated it.

Holes - Please beware rabbit holes!! Chris has contacted innumerable rabbit people and the railway about
this major problem... we live in hope!

Michaelmas, or the Feast of Michael and All Angels, is
celebrated on the 29th September. It was associated
with the shortening of days and the onset of autumn
and the shortening of days; in England, it is one of the
“quarter days”.

The Village Hall
Windows - we are keen to put up new and lovely curtains but one window still has a water ingress problem.
Is there a chippie out there who could have a look at it
for us?

There are traditionally four “quarter days” in a year
(Lady Day (25th March), Midsummer (24th June),
Michaelmas (29th September) and Christmas (25th
December). They are spaced three months apart, on
religious festivals, usually close to the solstices or
equinoxes. They were the four dates on which servants
were hired, rents due or leases begun. It used to be
said that harvest had to be completed by Michaelmas
so ‘well done guys’ you made it!

Table Tennis - with the winter around the corner, do
remember we have a fantastic Table Tennis table for
use, free when you book the Hall. Come along and
have some fun.

The custom of celebrating Michaelmas Day as the last
day of harvest was broken when Henry VIII split from
the Catholic Church; instead, it is Harvest Festival that
is celebrated now.
In British folklore, Old Michaelmas Day, 10th October,
is the last day that blackberries should be picked. It is
said that on this day, when Lucifer was expelled from
Heaven, he fell from the skies, straight onto a
blackberry bush. He then cursed the fruit, scorched
them with his fiery breath, spat and stamped on them
and made them unfit for consumption!
Two Tips
If you haven’t started yet, then November is a great
time to get muck spreading. On my sandy soil you
simply can’t get too much of the stuff! After a year of
rain most of the goodness has been washed out. To
prevent little bugs crawling up your apple tree trunks
and waiting around until they can spoil the apples get a
band of grease around them. Under the lowest branch
but at least 18 inches above the ground.

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

We look forward to seeing you at the village bonfire and
of course Christmas Cracker.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

South Stoke Historical Society
Bags its First Speaker!
Friday 24th November at 8pm in the Village Hall, Mike
Hurst is coming along to give a talk on ‘Goring’s Wonderful
Railway’.
This is an illustrated talk on the history of Brunel’s Great
Western Railway between Pangbourne and Cholsey, right
up to the present day. The line was open for business
through South Stoke in 1840 having taken a couple of
years to build. The present line sits on an old track that
went east of the old village in a north-south direction. Now
it feels like the railway cuts the village in two, but in 1840
South Stoke consisted roughly of the main street and the
lane leading to the ferry.
The cost for members is £3 ( You still could join on the
night). For non-members it is £5 and all are welcome.
Members, another date to put in your diary is Friday 15th
December. Drinks and nibbles for members, their other
halves, and all who have helped get the Society up and
running again. It’s a big thank you to all. Details later.
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South Stoke Apple Juice Ready For Collection
At the time of writing I have just received a call from Chris at Waterperry Gardens
in Oxford to say we have 148 bottles of apple juice ready for collection.
Another very successful year for us and a really lovely example of the village
community working together to produce a product which we can then sell at the
shop where all sales support the village. Win, win, win!
Thank you to Lou Verrill, Beth Dixon, Lesley Millar,
Julie McKay, Trudy &
Mo Scarratt, Sue & Mark Taylor for picking and donating apples.
A special thank you to Jane Newton for donating, picking and also ferrying our
final load up to Waterperry for juicing.
I am currently making arrangements for the collection of all the new stock and
hope to have our 2017 apple juice for sale in the shop again very shortly.

Christmas Shopping Evening Just Gets Better and
Better!
I hope you have THURSDAY 23rd NOVEMBER in your diaries for our Christmas
Shopping Evening. This event
just gets better and better.
Thanks to Simon at The Perch &
Pike there is also an exclusive dining offer on the 23rd November
available for all visitors to the event in the village hall.
Two options are available; choose from either a 2 course set menu
for £15.00 or a 2 course with a glass of bubbles for £20.00 per
head. Why not gather your friends together for a perfect shopping
& foodie evening combo?
To book your table call Simon on 872415 and quote SSCS (South
Stoke Community Shop). Your dining voucher will be able for
collection when you visit the hall from 7pm.
We have an excellent selection of stalls booked for you to browse
from 7pm to 9pm including Neal’s Yard Remedies, Usborne Books,
Phoenix Cards, Stella & Dot, Ruby Pepper Boutique’s clothes and
accessories as well as Cashmere clothing to name but a few.
You will also be able to sample & order festive foods which are
available this Christmas from your community shop.
#lovewhereyouliveshoplocal

New Coffee Machine Has Arrived!
It’s been more depresso than expresso for the last few
weeks without freshly ground coffee after our trusty old Jura
coffee machine finally gave up the ghost. But things are
looking up as our new coffee machine has just arrived and
it’s full steam ahead!
Hot drinks play a large part in our sales with visitors to the
park and especially at this time of year, when a hot drink is
always welcome to keep parents warm whilst the children
play.
Big thanks to Geoff Ward who researched the most suitable
machine for the shop and organised it’s installation.
(continued on next page…)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

November 2017

8

Father Christmas To Visit South Stoke Community Shop
For those of you with younger children, Father Christmas will be making a special
appearance at the shop & recreation ground on Saturday 16th December from
11pm to 2pm.
Bring your young ones along to meet Father Christmas. Face painting, lucky dip
and creating Christmas decoration creations will also be available for the children
whilst the grown-ups can enjoy a delicious hot turkey roll and a glass of mulled
wine.

Storage Hunting
…..as we have been trading now for over 4
years we are accumulating files and documents which we need to keep for
legal & tax purposes. It won’t surprise you to know we have no space
available at the shop to store these and importantly, keep them dry and
clean. If anyone has any spare space within their village home and is happy
to accommodate some boxes of our files we would love to hear from you.
Please email Suesarjent@gmail.com. Thank you!

Festive Foods To Order
….as usual we will be taking orders for a variety of festive foods from early December. In particular, the award
winning Walters Turkeys for which we receive fabulous feedback year after year. There will be full details of all the
foods available to order in the December newsletter but turkeys and turkey crown orders will need to be finalised
by 10th December so please bear this in mind. We will mail the village directly via Mailchimp with details of how to
order nearer the time so look out for this popping into your inbox! Alternatively, you can also order your turkey at
our Christmas Shopping event on the 23rd November in the village hall.
*****
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com

Rail Electrification Update
On 19 October, at a meeting in Goring chaired by John
Howell MP, senior Network Rail (NR) managers told the
Goring & South Stoke Railway Action Group (RAG) that
they are delaying the local consultation meetings they
had originally planned for earlier this year. The new
proposed dates will not be before Spring 2018.
During the two years RAG has been negotiating with NR
to reduce the adverse visual impact of the overhead
electrification gantries, NR finally agreed in 2016 to
commission Balfour Beatty to design new, less obtrusive
metal work over the track within the Goring Gap area.
Design work was started with a plan to present the new
gantry designs to local residents during a consultation
process when they had the new options prepared. NR
told RAG that a budget was set aside for possible retrofitting the selected new design(s) throughout the whole
stretch of track which lies within the Chilterns and North
Wessex Downs AONBs, some 20kms from Pangbourne
to near Didcot.

and improved options were needed. NR said that once
this further work was completed they would rearrange
the meetings ‘in due course’.
These meeting have never been rearranged but NR
have finally said, last Thursday, that they are planning
them for ‘probably Spring 2018’.
Several other issues were discussed, including other
mitigation options such as structural changes to
‘declutter’ the gantries, screening them with planting and
tinting the metal work.
You can read the sequence of events and background to
the consultation process and the whole subject of the
controversial electrification equipment on RAG’s website
www.savegoringgap.org.uk.
Ron Bridle & Ian Haslam

These consultations were advertised to be held at the
beginning of this year in Goring (21 January), Cholsey
(24 January), South Stoke (25 January), Pangbourne
(27 January), Moulsford (1 February) and Basildon (7
February). The day before the first one in Goring, NR
postponed all the meetings after an independent design
advisory group and RAG agreed that their proposed
designs were not significantly better and that more work
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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The Reflective Traveller: Beyond the Big Mac
I’m going to talk about colonialism. Oh dear. Well not quite. My Collins English records ‘the policy and practice of
a power in extending control over weaker people or areas’. Mmm…but how many forms does that take? And in
what disguises?
Well let’s take Apple Crumble for a start. I notice how popular this archetypal dessert is on cruise ships I’ve experienced. The queue grows when the apple crumble appears on the help yourself buffet. Meanwhile the bread and
butter pudding stands idly by.
Well that’s in an English-speaking context. Imagine my surprise at seeing this board outside a restaurant in South Brittany a few weeks ago.
This is drip-feed colonialism by default rather than
by design. The penetrative power of the word
‘crumble’ means any attempt to translate this into
French would not carry the same impact.
Pommes of course well established - no point in
putting up ‘apples’ on the menu board. My dictionary gives the French for this dish as ‘dessert a
la compote pommes’ hardly precise. Kouing
amann is a speciality of the town of Douarnenez
originating in 1860 so that is also in Brittany, fair
enough. Far aux pruneaux or prune flan from NW Brittany, same thing.
But if this is cuisine colonialism, where does it start and finish? Big Mac is a world-wide corporate phenomenon
hardly reflecting its American origins. Pizza is as much American as anything else, long since bereft of its Italian
birth right.
Look at this one. Reverse colonialism? Well hardly, this is in the Covered
Market in Oxford.
Colonialism can be an active measure or a broadly cultural one. As a
child I often wondered about exit in the cinema. Why not ‘way out’ or
just ‘out’? How come we use the Latin for ‘he, she or it goes out’?
Incidentally the ‘full English’ appears everywhere a Briton sets foot.
Wandering up the hill from the sea front in Marmaris Turkey we are beset by hoardings exhorting (in addition to various football matches) ‘full
Scottish breakfast’, ‘full Yorkshire breakfast’, etc. Does the regional appellation add an extra allure, one wonders?
I am always amazed at the power of the place name to distinguish the
item. My Whitby scampi and fresh Cornish sardines always prompts me
to choose such an item.
Another form of colonialism is educational. Whilst running some management courses for the Singapore General Hospital way back, I was
much astonished at this. Basic and advanced nurse training was provided for students from China and Indonesia free, plus board and lodging.
This was on the basis that they would be trained with equipment and
supplies which would be ordered from Singapore when the nurses returned to practise back home. Similarly, with
their lithotripter, when people from neighbouring countries sought help with crushing kidney stones and came to
Singapore for treatment. In time the old lithotripter would be sold to say, Jakarta, thus cutting off a supply of paying
patients but making room for buying a better and more advanced machine, and in the process, ensuring a new
wave of applicants.
A final thought. I am always interested in seeing what side of the road traffic uses in different countries. Surprisingly it is roughly 60% on the right and 40% globally on the left. In many cases the British took the Left-Hand-Side
with them to parts of Africa, India, Australia - and various islands such as Malta Cyprus and Anguilla. Logistical
colonialism? But why do Indonesia, Bhutan, Thailand, Mozambique and tiny Macau drive on the left? Usually (but
not in all cases) this is because neighbouring countries are on the left and this makes border crossings more easily
facilitated. This works the other way with places like Gibraltar and Belize of course against anything the British imposed.
I like to try out new words when I meet them. After all we use only a tiny percentage of the words available to us in
the English language that is out of over a million words. I came across ‘embosomed’ and my iPad is a bit vague on
this. I would say centred, set in my heart, embedded in my figurative bosom. Thus, we have embosomed some
words which amount to linguistic colonialism, no getting away from them. Now who’s for taking the exit to sample
some blackberry and apple crumble?
The Reflective Traveller
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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November News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
This month I write having just returned from a week
deliberating at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe in Strasbourg. The Council of Europe was set up
in 1949 and currently includes 47 member states, 28 of
which are in the EU. It looks after the rule of law, human
rights and democracy in Europe consisting of 324 members
of parliament from the member states. It provides a
democratic forum for debate, monitors elections and its
committees play an important role in examining current
issues. You may wonder why an MP elected in the UK
should go to speak at such an organisation. One of the
responsibilities of Parliament is foreign affairs. Being active
members of the assembly is part of our international
obligations and it is important that we have a voice in this
international forum. If we had paid more attention to this we
might, for example, have avoided the replacement of
Colonel Gadaffi by a hard-line regime rather than the
friendly liberal democracy we all hoped for.
The Parliamentary Assembly meets four times a year. In
this session I spoke on a number of subjects directly
relevant to us. The first of these was the attitude of the
OECD to changing the rules on foreign aid to include the
Caribbean islands so badly hit by the hurricanes. I won
OECD support for this. I also took up the cudgels in the
fight against Daesh, whose terrorist attacks we have
suffered, to ensure a proper trial for their crimes against
humanity. I participated in a debate on our support for
Jordan which lies at the crossroads of Europe and the
Middle East. All of this contributes to our role in the world
as a strong country with a clear vision.
Closer to home, there have been many questions over the
number of new homes projected to be required in our area
in the forthcoming plan period. The Government has
started a consultation on the methodology for the
assessment of housing need. It follows from the work of an
independent committee set up by Government on which I
sat. Amongst other things, we argued for a Central
Government methodology for Strategic Housing Market
Assessments (SHMAs). The result of the proposed new
methodology means that this district sees a reduction of
over 200 houses per annum which in turn would see the allimportant five year housing land supply restored in the
district. If this goes through it will be for the district council
to decide how it uses this new freedom. One thing it also
makes clear is that no Council will simply have to take the
unmet need of neighbouring authorities.


***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

It was party time here on Monday 25th September as we
celebrated with some of the children (and their parents!)
that successfully completed the Oxfordshire Libraries
Summer Reading Challenge for 2017 – Animal Antics.
Well done!

It was National Poetry Day a little later on 28th
September and we celebrated here with some readings
throughout the day. A selection of wartime poetry has
been left on display for Remembrance Day this year. Do
be sure to take a look next time you pop in.
We are still supported by our AGE UK volunteer most
Thursdays here from 10-11.30am. Please contact us if
you would like any digital help and support. Advice can
be sought on all matters digital from getting online to
learning to use that tablet or phone. The 30 minute
sessions are FREE and can be booked by calling the
Library on 01491 682323.
Our popular Rhymetime group continues every
Thursday in term time from 10am. Come along with your
under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes and fun. These
sessions are always fun and well attended. If you would
like to get involved helping lead some sessions (maybe
one a month?) please contact us here in the Library as
we are always happy to have more people on the rota!
With thoughts turning to the Festive Season, our
Christmas Collections will be out on display from 1st
December. Pop in and take home some festive cheer.
The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday
20th November at 6pm.
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-October 2017 Update.
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2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Volunteers Needed To Teach Digital Skills
Your county council has launched a new campaign appealing for digital helper volunteers to teach basic digital
skills to people in their community.
What are digital helpers? Digital helpers teach basic digital skills to people with little or no experience of
using computers or the internet. They volunteer in libraries, providing one-to-one support and encouragement to
boost confidence and help people to help themselves.
Digital helpers teach skills such as how to set up an email account, search for jobs, complete online forms, navigate the internet and find useful websites, and use e-learning courses.
Why volunteer? Teaching digital skills has lots of benefits. It enables others to access employment and
training, use online services, become more independent and less isolated.
But starting to do anything online when you don’t know how can be daunting. That’s where digital helpers come in!
Could you volunteer? If you are patient, have good communication skills, enjoy working with learners of all ages
and can spare a few hours a week, we want you! Schedules can work around you so that you can fit it around your
busy life.
Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/digitalhelper or contact your local library to find out about volunteering as a
digital helper and helping people in your area.
Brian Day - digital helper at Grove Library
“With the move to more and more things going online, some people can perhaps feel digitally isolated. By doing
this and encouraging them I can help give them a little bit
of confidence to give it a try. It’s two hours a week and
it’s easy to fit in. If anyone’s interested in volunteering, I’d
say come along and give it a go - most of the questions
aren’t that hard!”
Peter Stronach - pupil at Grove Library
“I used to have a job where I didn’t use computers but
now we’re in the computer age. The sessions are helping me to learn things, so hopefully I’ll be able to get a
job. I didn’t know how to use email at all and Brian has
been really supportive. It’s also given me confidence to
use my computer by myself without needing someone
else there showing me how to do it.”

Autumn - Looking Forward To Spring!
At the November meeting of the Wallingford Gardening
Club, Paul Patton will present an illustrated talk
"Autumn - looking forward to Spring".
Paul is a professional horticultural consultant, plant
pathologist, writer, speaker
and broadcaster with over 30
years experience in growing
and looking after plants. He
specialises in plant care,
including pest, disease,
propagation and all other
general growing techniques.
He will give tips on how to
prepare a garden for next
spring.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 9th November.
Visitors very welcome £3.
Isabelle Darby
wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk
Advance notice of future events:
Thurs 14 December - AGM and quiz, followed by mince
pies and wine.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

“Survival of the English Village”
Talk By Local Author Tom Fort
Saturday 11th November, 3.00pm
Lewknor Village Hall

The South Oxfordshire District of the Campaign to
Protect Rural England (CPRE), is presenting a talk by
local author Tom Fort entitled ‘Survival of the English
Village’. This subject is particularly relevant at the
present time when South
Oxfordshire District Council is
finalising its Local Plan in
which larger villages are set to
see new housing
developments. What impact are these likely to make on
local communities? Tom Fort has studied change in
village structure over the centuries and will give an
interesting view on the subject.
The event takes place on Saturday 11th November,
3.00pm, at the Lewknor Village Hall. Entrance is
FREE and light refreshments will be served
Following the talk, Richard Harding, Chairman of CPRE
South Oxon district will lead a discussion on the South
Oxfordshire District Local Plan.
R Crockett, administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk
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Your Last Chance To See...

SODC’s Local Plan 2033

There is a last chance to see this year’s special exhibition 'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story' at Wallingford
Museum, as the Museum closes for the winter on the
30th November, to prepare for new major presentations
in 2018.
'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story' presents a closer
look at different parts of the Castle as revealed in the
new documentary research.
Alongside are two more
exhibitions of local interest:
'Pettits: past to present'
exhibition gives a history
of Wallingford's department store, and the family
who have run it from its
beginning in 1856 to the
present day.
 'Ways to Wallingford' describes how Wallingford has
been an important crossing point on the Thames
since the Saxon times.


There is also the 'Midsomer Murders' display and the
growing 'At home with the Queen of Crime: Agatha
Christie' where information has been presented that
has been learned from several people in the town who
came into contact with the famous crime writer.
The Museum is open until 30 November on Tuesdays
to Fridays 2.00pm - 5.00pm, and Saturdays 10.30am 5.00pm.
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

The final draft of South Oxfordshire District Council’s
Local Plan, setting out how the district should be
shaped until 2033, was published on 11th October.
Between that date and 22nd November you may have a
say before the plan is submitted to the government for
consideration by a planning inspector.
We would like to thank all of you who have already taken part in previous consultations - your feedback has
been taken into consideration and has helped to shape
the Local Plan through the various stages to get us to
the point that we are at now.
It is important to note that the planning inspector will be
giving more weight to comments on the technical
soundness of the plan – this means the comments
need to relate to the legality of the plan. Until the 22nd
of November, please look out for a factsheet and short
video on our website (www.southandvale.gov.uk) to
help explains what this means.
We are organising events further for you to find out
more and submit comments:





7 November: 3pm-7pm Berinsfield Church Hall
9 November: 3pm-7pm Wheatley, The Merry
Bells Village Hall
13 November: 3pm-7pm Thame Town Hall
17 November: 3pm-7pm Chalgrove Village Hall TBC

If you are unable to attend one of these events, you will
also be able to view the final draft of the Local Plan and
submit comments via the council website.
We hope to submit the final plan to government by the
end of 2017 and expect public examination of the plan,
including comments and evidence gathered, to take
place early next year.

Universal Credit

Local Help & Advice
Citizens Advice South Oxfordshire became a full service
area for Universal Credit on 11 October. This means that
anyone applying for one of the six means-tested benefits
(or already on one of them but reporting a change in circumstances) will have to apply for Universal Credit. Citizens Advice is aware that some applicants may find difficulties with the new system, especially with the recent
changes, but the charity’s specially-trained advisers are
available in local offices to help any clients who need it.
Universal Credit merges six existing benefits into one:
Child Tax Credit; Working
Tax Credit; Housing Benefit;
Income Support; incomebased Jobseeker’s Allowance
and income-related Employment and Support Allowance.
Citizens Advice is working closely with the district councils’
housing needs teams and local housing associations to
support those who need help with Universal Credit applications.
Citizens Advice also offers confidential, impartial advice
and information on many other day-to-day issues, so if you
need help with Universal Credit or in other ways, please
visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or telephone 03 444 111
444. Alternatively, you can drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice office, which include Woodcote, Wallingford,
Didcot and Henley.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Final Draft Consultation

South Oxfordshire District Council
communications@southandvale.gov.uk

Leading the Way
New Chairperson needed April 2018
The current Chairman of The Ridgeway Partnership, Ian
Ritchie, is stepping down in March 2018 at the end of
the standard three year term.
The Partnership is looking for a successor for the next
three years. Working with an ambitious group of
partners and a commit-ted Trail team, this is a great
opportunity to help shape the future of one of the country's National Trails. The Ridgeway is used by
thousands of walkers, cyclists and horse riders every
year and the Partner-ship aspires to ensure every visitor
enjoys a world class experience. There is also on-going
work to move towards a new finan-cial model and to
conserve the Trail’s nat-ural and cultural heritage.
For more details or to express interest, please contact:
Ian Ritchie (current Chair)
ian.ritchie1@btinternet.com
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in November 2017
November 5th

11.15am Steve’s Special
Family Service

November 12th 10.50am Service of Remembrance
at the War Memorial
followed by
11.15am Holy Communion (Book
of Common Prayer)
th

November 19

th

November 26

11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer)

November 3rd

Fireworks & Bonfire Night
(The Rec, from 6.00pm)

November 11th

Visiting Bell Ringers
(St Andrew’s, 11.00am)

November 13th

200 Club May Draw
Amenities Charity
(Perch & Pike, 8.00pm)

November 14th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

November 15th

Coffee Morning
All welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

November 20th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

November 23rd

Ladies’ Christmas Shopping
Evening, sponsored by The
South Stoke Shop
(Village Hall, time TBD)

November 24th

‘Goring’s Wonderful
Railway’ talk by Mike Hurst,
sponsored by South Stoke
Historical Society
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

December 22nd

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

December 24th

Carols at The Rec
(The Rec, from 5.00pm)

January 20th

Murder Mystery Evening
(Village Hall, 7.00pm for
7.30pm)

11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

The Prayer Meeting will be held at 2.30pm on
Tuesday 7th November at Stoke Abbas. The church
is open daily for quiet prayer and reflection.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner

Flower Festival & Open Gardens

Next Issue

The Flower Festival and Open Gardens held on the August Bank Holiday has produced a great result for the Automatic Winder for the Village Clock on St Andrews Tower.

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline
for
the
December
issue:
Friday 24th November 2017.

The Flower Festival produced £400.58 and the Open
Gardens, £3,342.50. With earlier gifts and some Gift
Aid tax reclaim, the sum of £5,791 was achieved by 7th
September. This outstanding result, will allow the addition of a clock-regulator, which will give accuracy, previously unachievable.
Further generous gifts have been received since then,
which bring the total to £6,666. So no more money is
required for this Project. The work will be commenced
soon after the Faculty from the Diocese of Oxford arrives.
Harry Hogg, Church Warden
harryhogg@waitrose.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

We are looking for a volunteer to help manage the
advertising in the newsletter each month (c. 2 hours/
month).
If you are interested, please contact
editor@southstoke.org.uk or ring 01491 871 055.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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