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Annual South Stoke BBQ: Superb Example Of What Working Together Achieves
The BBQ held on the South Stoke Recreation Ground
on Sunday August 13th was a superb example of what
can be achieved by a village working together for a common cause, and having fun at the same time. Many of
those who came along commented that they had rarely
seen such a wide ranging
group of Villagers together at
a village event – and of course
we welcomed many folk from
Goring. One Stoker commented that the Goring contingent
won more than their fair share
of raffle prizes, I replied that
perhaps they were more generous when buying tickets.

Three other village groups supported the day. South
Stoke Angling Club provided a meal for two at the Perch
and Pike and Twisting Spirits gave the raffle some of
their “curious and unusual” Craft Gin which is distilled in
South Stoke. Peter Scholey of
Ridgeway Brewery provided us
with a selection of his excellent
beers.
Many thanks to villager Toby
Dixon who donated 2 tickets
on the halfway line for England
v Slovenia at Wembley. This
gave me a laugh as when I
congratulated the gentleman
who won the auction and said I
hoped he would enjoy the day,
he looked at me and said “I
know what they are worth, lad”.
A long time since someone
has called me one of those!

We made a profit of £1,550 on
the day and as advertised this
was donated to The Going
Forward Bus Company who
operate the village bus. Mike
Ward, who runs the company,
Another thanks to Lafford and
was delighted with this and he
Leavey Joinery Ltd as they
certainly looks happy in the
provided a generous sponsorphoto! Alongside Mike and
ship donation
me is Simon Duffy, the landlord of the Perch and Pike.
Finally thanks to everyone who
Simon was generous with his
helped make the day a sucsupport which included giving
cess, with a special mention to
us delicious hamburgers and a
Hilary and David Lucas, John
raffle prize. Simon was also a
Linley and Selina Bond.
determined and winning bidder in the auction for the four
Nigel Bond
hour adventure for 12 people on the Village Bus. (I
doubt if he will make use of the 10% discount at the
And a big thanks to you, Nigel, from all us. I continue to
Perch and Pike available to all folk who travel to South
hear what a great day it was! -Editor
Stoke on the Village Bus).
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Following the success of the two recent Wallingford
walks, we have arranged for Alan Winchcomb, the
Chairman of Goring Gap Local History Society, to guide
us on a historical tour of Goring at 2.30pm on Monday
September 4th. The walk will last about 2 hours.
If you are interested, please contact Janet Jones on
01491 873488 or email
janetriddingtonjones@btinternet.com.
Janet Jones
Secretary
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Some Notes Following The Parish Council Meeting On 21st August
John Howell, MP attended the first part of the meeting
and responded to the following points.

He agrees the gantries are very noticeable and is happy
to take the issue up again.

The future and funding of South Stoke Primary
School - raised by David Kennedy.

South Stoke’s Housing Development project and
the question of the Parish/PC undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan or similar scheme – raised by Cllr
McMillan.

Academisation. The issue of mandatory academisation of small rural schools was discussed at the meeting
and John advised the Government line that the policy to
convert all schools to academies by 2022 is driven by a
desire to improve education standards and that the conversion of schools to businesses is not an intended consequence. It was confirmed that the mandatory requirement has been removed but the thrust of the policy remains. No special relief for small rural schools was indicated as part of Government thinking on the policy.

John said: Previous SODC housing allocations for small
villages are out of the window as there is no 5 year supply in SODC - and therefore everywhere without a NP is
open to speculative development. He asked how much
does South Stoke want to review and protect the village? There is an appetite for affordable housing, and if
that is what you want there is no reason why that
shouldn’t be included. He made a speech recently on
the future of Neighbourhood Plans, including that they
should have the ability to include affordability as a requirement. He believes that local communities need to
have the power to write their own plans and he is trying
hard to keep standing up for individual communities.

Schools' Funding. The fall in Government funding
commitment to education since the Cameron years
(measured as reduced share of GDP) and the perception that funding for rural primary schools would be further reduced in real terms by the latest pronouncements
from the Government provoked a lively discussion. John He went on to say that Neighbourhood Plans are not
has followed-up with the latest Commons statement by mandatory, but when looked at overall they have in fact
Justine Greening (Minister for Education).
meant more numbers have been allocated as the plans
have looked closely at what a village wants and needs.
"The additional £1.3 billion spending on schools anIn South Stoke, given the two consultations and recent
nounced is on top of the commitment we made at
housing needs survey, part of the work in developing a
the 2015 Spending Review. Core funding for schools
Neighbourhood Plan is done.
and high needs will rise from nearly £41 billion in
2017-18 to £42.4 billion in 2018-19, and to £43.5
John further explained that he would be holding the Minbillion in 2019-20. This represents an increase of
ister to account on the question of Parishes building af£2.6 billion between this year and 2019-20, and
fordable homes and keeping a good proportion of them
funding per pupil will now be maintained in real
available for people with local connections. He gave determs for the remaining two years of the Spending
tails of how he has spent time supporting local Plans
Review"
such as Benson, Goring and Shiplake, and is committed
to providing help and information.
The statement does seem to offer some protection for
funding of our school pupils' education at least in the
*****
next two years.
Other main actions agreed at this meeting - the PC will:
Visit to South Stoke Primary School. John confirmed that he plans to visit the school and that visit will
afford opportunity for the discussion to be continued - no
date has been set for this visit.



Network Rail’s assurances about the future of the
GW Electrification Infrastruture through South Stoke
and the AONB – raised by Cllr Urbick



The electrification programme was discussed, and
though Network Rail has apologised and has made
promises of consultation and budget allocation, there
has been no consultation yet. It seems, to the Railway
Action Group, that they have gone very quiet and are
changing their language to ‘mitigation and information’
rather than consultation. Taken together with Mr Grayling’s statement that they are not doing so much electrification then makes these apparent changes worrying
John was asked how we get them back to the table and
with bi-mode usage, why not simply take out the gantries in this area?







support the Diocese's pre-application submission for
a 25 home development on the Glebe field.
investigate any need to re-furbish the Dovecote at
Manor Farm.
ask villagers for evidence of public footpath usage
over 20 years or more on three rights of way in and
around the village, prior to submitting a request to
OCC
request a view from the SODC officer responsible for
Tree Preservation Orders about the need for a Tree
Preservation Order for the mature trees on part of the
Northern boundary, and all of the Eastern and Western boundaries of two of the five properties/pieces of
land ownership on the corner of the Woodcote and
Wallingford Roads
discuss how best to support and finance the initial
costs of the Hall & Shop Project Group in terms of
contracting an architect to draw up building plans
which would inform a formal planning application, now
that SODC had indicated approval in principle to the
recent pre-application submission.

John indicated that he had met Network Rail and Great
Western Railway recently and was told that electrificaRoy McMillan, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council,
tion on this line will continue and that nothing has
changed. He still expects the consultation to take place. 07770592667 roy@rmcmillan.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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In Remembrance Of
Martin Thompson
MARTIN YELVERTON THOMPSON of the Corner
House died on August 18th in the Royal Berks Hospital.
He had been failing for a while, but it was still a shock to
hear of his death. I only knew Martin and Sarah after
they came to South Stoke in 1984 and they have been
part-and-parcel of South Stoke life ever since - and our
families became friends.
St Andrew's Church meant a great deal to Martin and
indeed, he was in Church the Sunday before he died.
Martin was on the PCC and also a bell-ringer for a time.
Later on, when Martin joined me as a Churchwarden, I
got to know him better. It was so good being
Churchwardens together. He remembered all the vital
things and was so knowledgeable about Churches in
general. In fact, he was simply very good at being a
Churchwarden.
After he had retired from Rio Tinto Zinc he was
Secretary to the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust.
For years he, very competently, organised the Ride and
Stride Fund-raising Event in the Henley area.
We shall all miss him very much and send our
condolences to Sarah, Susannah, Johnnie, Emily and
grandson Jamie.
Sally Horton

St Andrew's Coffee Morning

Notice Of Tree Felling

10th Birthday Celebration

The Sycamores, Wallingford Road
We have been advised by an expert arboriculturist that 3
of our TPO Sycamore trees (along our boundary with
Wallingford Road) need to be felled. Although the canopies
of the trees still look attractive, there is significant disease/
rot at their base. The trees have also been inspected by a
tree officer from SODC and permission to carry out the
felling work has been granted. It is intended that the work
is carried out before the end of this year.
We will be very upset to lose these beautiful trees that
gave rise to the naming of our house 18 years ago, and
naturally it will have an affect on the local landscape.

Rachel Smith

Volunteer Help Needed

South Stoke Parish Newsletter Advertising
Catherine and Jonathan Rohll will be moving out of South
Stoke in the middle of September to another nearby village.
Of course, we wish them very well - and are pleased that
we will be able to see them from time-to-time (for example,
in the upcoming Murder Mystery in early January).
Catherine has, for many years, managed the advertising for
the South Stoke Parish Newsletter. Though she has
agreed to help for a few extra months, we are looking for a
new volunteer to take on the task. Catherine will explain
the task that takes a couple (or so) hours each month - as
well as provide the history of all that has previously been
done. If interested, please contact me, and I will discuss
the role and if still interested, put you in contact with
Catherine for an appropriate hand-over.
Bryan Urbick, Editor
editor@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Coffee Morning celebrated it's 10th Birthday on
Wednesday 16th August with the usual spread of
'delectables', including on this occasion, an utterly
scrumptious pavlova Birthday cake made by Sine
Shaw, and delightful entertainment provided by Dick
Sadler singing and accompanying himself on his bazuki.
It's hard to believe that ten years have passed since
Jean Dixon and Clare Ainscough began this special
event at St Andrew's. It has been supported and enjoyed ever since by villagers and sometimes by our
policeman, visitors & contractors working locally. A big
and warm thank you was extended to Jean for her organisation and catering over all this time, and the bunch
of flowers she was given also served to wish her belated personal happy birthday wishes for the previous day.
Everyone is welcome to the Coffee Mornings. You just
need to remember that they are held on the third
Wednesday of each month (except for January when
the church is cold) between 10.30 am and 12noon.
Sally Baker

Council Brown Bin
Has any one ordered a new brown bin and now in dispute with the council as to whether is has been delivered? I only ask as we have been given an unasked for
bin! Kindly telephone 0781 008 2418 if this bin should
be yours.
Sally Horton
privateoffice@stokeabbas.com
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South Stoke Historical Society:
Annual General Meeting
Dear members and interested parties of the South
Stoke Historical Society,
Please make a note in your diaries that Thursday 12th
October at 8 pm in the Village Hall will be the first AGM
of the Society. We now need to formalise membership.
It is proposed that for the first year, the fees could be
£10 but this has to be put to the members on the night.
“Members” is the key word. Only members can vote at
the AGM. Members will have a reduced “rate on the
night” of our organized activities (£3 against £5).
If you want your say please contact Alan Harrison at 1
Deacon Field (email: ashef.harrison@btinternet.com) if
you wish to be a member before the night.

Access For All

Withymead Nature Reserve
Thanks to the generosity of the Lucy Woodward
Charitable Trust, we have been able to purchase an AllTerrain Wheelchair for visitors to use when they visit the
Reserve.
The Trustees of the Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust are
keen to focus on education and ‘to deploy Withymead
effectively as an active site for education and lifelong
learning in topics related to the environment and
conservation.’
Our regular visitors will know that much of the
Withymead site is comprised of reed fen and wetland.
Early on in the reserves’ formation, with the help of
volunteers from the Sonning Common and Wallingford
Green Gyms, this has been made accessible to visitors
through the construction of a wooden boardwalk which
runs through the middle of the reed fen. The boardwalk
has become one of the key features of the site and one
which adds to the unique visitor experience.
We are very aware that a wetland site can be difficult for
wheelchair users and others with limited mobility to
negotiate, and have endeavoured to make parts of the
site more accessible for everyone. Now that we have a
lightweight all-terrain wheelchair and improved
pathways and tracks, visitors with mobility problems will
be able to access some of the more rugged areas of the
site. They will be able to enjoy the wildness of the
reserve and to take part in outdoor activities which they
may have found difficult to access in the past.
So … do come and visit us. We’d love to see you!
Information about opening times are on our website
www.withymead.co.uk or phone our resident Wardens,
Sue and Roger 01491-872265
Jenny Hedge
Trustee, Anna Carpmael Charity Trust

Assisted waste collections
If you or someone you know has difficulties
putting the rubbish and recycling out, due to illness
or infirmity, you may qualify for an assisted
collection. To find out more, call 0300 610610 or
email waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Remember it's free at the moment. If a £10 membership
fee is agreed we will hopefully be collecting the money
on the night in order to save time in trying to collect up
the monies later.
We are arranging at least four presentations of historical issues affecting our immediate area and other visits
and events for the coming year.
South Stoke has an amazing history which we need to
capture and develop and I hope you will join us in this
on-going venture.
Linda Gatto
Chairman
l.gatto@btinternet.com

Appeal For Witnesses
There is still an ongoing appeal for witnesses following
a sexual assault on a woman in Goring. Thames Valley
Police say the incident took place at approximately
12.35am on Saturday, 5th August, on a path between
Elvendon Road and Lockstile Way, opposite the Bourdillon Field.
The victim, a 25-year-old woman, was cycling along the
path and was approached by a group of five males who
were all aged between about 16 and 20 years. One of
the group approached the victim and assaulted her by
touching her inappropriately. The offender is about 5ft
11ins tall, of a slim build and with brown hair in a centre
parting. He was wearing dark clothing and had a bicycle with him.
Investigating officer Sergeant Mark Allmond, based at
Abingdon police station, said: “I would like to hear from
anyone who has any information relating to this incident, or who has any information which they think could
help our investigation”.
If you have any information relating to this case, please
call the Thames Valley Police non-emergency number
on 101 quoting Reference 43170231328. Alternatively,
you can contact Crimestoppers anonymously at anytime on 0800 555 111.
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South Stoke Women’s Institute
The August meeting of South Stoke WI was held in the
middle of what we are laughingly calling our ‘summer’
this year. So, on yet another wet day, members gathered
for what turned out to be a very happy afternoon. We
didn't need the sunshine - it radiated within our group.
Everyone looks forward to the monthly meeting and this
is reflected in the fact that so many attend. Most WIs
have a break during August and start again in
September.
We had six birthdays this
month to celebrate and one
of them was an 80th.
Megan Joslyn is a local girl
born and brought up in
South Stoke. After the
usual presentation of cards
and small gifts, Megan was
given a lovely pot plant to
celebrate the occasion.

wounded soldiers, and to try and keep them alive, if
possible, until the stretcher bearers could reach them
and take them to a dressing station. One of the senior
army officers had recognized that many wounded
soldiers were dying needlessly before they could be
moved to a hospital. His solution was to send help as
soon as possible. There was no money available from
the army to fund this so everyone had to fund
themselves, from uniforms to their transport. As the
officer was a cavalry man,
obviously this meant that
women were on horseback,
riding side saddle during
the first few years of the
war. This meant that only
ladies with large enough
incomes could even apply.
Interestingly, one local
name that came up was
that of Agatha Christie.
She served as a pharmacist
during the first World War.

Our speaker this month was
Dan Allen who talked about
the role women played in
the First World War. He
was such an enthusiastic
speaker and knew his
subject inside out.

Fascinating details like
these bring to life the facts
and statistics from the
history books - complete
with old photographs, many
of which had been donated
by the families involved. It
was a very moving and
inspirational talk.

If, like me, you thought the
Women's Land Army
started in the Second World
War, you would be wrong.
Women took over the men's
jobs to release more
soldiers into the war effort they took on all the jobs just
as they did in the Second
World War.
Those who drove ambulances had to be basic
mechanics as well, to keep their vehicles on the road in
case of breakdowns. And remember, the cabs in those
days were open to the elements.
Women were also despatch riders, going to the
frontlines with messages, etc (apparently this was a
much coveted job). Girls at this time led very restricted
lives so to be let loose on a motor bike was a new
freedom. They became nurses, orderlies, cooks, washer
women, telephonists - and the list goes on.

Our speaker then joined us
for a lovely afternoon tea
served by the committee as
our hostesses were
marooned up Streatley Hill
as the road is closed for repairs to the house damaged
by a large lorry using it on the instructions of their
SatNav.
Everyone then sang Happy Birthday to Megan and she
was presented with a special cake which we all enjoyed
helping her eat.
Our next event is a skittles evening including supper at
the Springs Golf Club. This is always a very popular and
fun evening held at a lovely venue.
South Stoke WI meets on the second Tuesday of the
month in the Village hall at 2.15pm. Visitors will receive a
warm welcome - try us and see

One of what must have been the most heroic and
difficult jobs of all was the formation of a unit who were
trained in nursing skills. Their role was to go onto the
Margaret Boorne
battlefield after the fighting had ceased to give first aid to margaretb37@btinternet.com

BBC 2’s Repair Shop In Need Of Items To Repair
BBC2’s The Repair Shop are seeking damaged family and community heirlooms for their second series and objects that have special significance during
Christmas time for their upcoming Christmas special. The series follows a team
of passionate and skilled crafts people who restore damaged objects of sentimental value. The team is especially eager to restore a sleigh that could decorate a town at Christmas time.
If you have a precious object you’d like repaired please email
repair@ricochet.co.uk or call 01273 224829.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Philosophy: The Most Important Thing You’ll Ever Study?
What’s the opposite of a bete noire? A pet love? I’ve got
plenty of each of them. Like most of us. Let me trespass
on your time with one of mine in the second category.
You’ve already met it, homespun philosophy.
The phrase or thought that sums up a conclusion about
something in life, something about our environment and
the world we live in - puts it in a nutshell so to speak. But
that is for the individual, each of us in our own way. In my
mind, I plan a series of items for my tombstone (it would
have to be big) my thoughts on life and human existence
for others to see and marvel at! At this moment, I am not
very deep in my thinking to sum up life, ‘no such thing as
a free lunch’, ‘everyone has their price and it may not be
money’, that sort of thing.
But what about the great philosophers who made a lifetime study of philosophising and whose names get in all
the books, like Socrates, Plato, Aristotle. These are the
Greek ones, what about Thomas Aquinas, Thomas
Hobbes, Rene Descartes, John Locke (and I have not got
onto Bertrand Russell)? All seeking knowledge, truth,
and insight. Philosophy - good Greek word that - phil:
‘love of’; sophy: ‘wisdom’. Incidentally, if you have a
daughter called Sophia you have chosen a name with
great insight.

umns you will see triglyphs above as part of the composition. Walking down to the river in Wallingford you will see
another fine version of the Greek Doric style.
Examples abound.
With the Classical
Revival in the Georgian period there are
several doorways
with Doric columns
flattened into pilasters in Castle Street,
Reading. In this shot
you can see below
the triglyphs the frilllike guttae like the
bottom of a towels set (above).

As well as philosophy, the Greeks through the Romans
have influenced enormous areas of Western European
civilisation, language, architecture, government, medicine,
the arts and the theoretical sciences. So much is Greek,
and Latin for that matter, embedded in our language that
we accept without question, pneumonia being spelled with
a ‘p’’ or the word ‘dentist’ not being what you would expect
(as in German) namely ‘tooth doctor’.

An elegant door case
also in Castle Street:
the finely mortared
worked brick work and
blue vitreous brick is
typical of the high status
18th century house
showing off the public
face of the house.

An architectural symbol
that has come down to
us is one of power, prestige and authority. The
Roman consuls or magistrates were preceded
by lictores, constables
carrying the fasces a bundle of rods with an axe protrudCollectively these are called Classical Influences and in
ing from one end and a rope or sash wrapped round the
architecture they have not only established rules and prinoutside holding the bundle together. The symbolism was
ciples of design but more importantly that there should be
all apparent. The rods represented the power of the conrules of length, breadth and depth for the sake of appearsuls to whip or scourge, the sash or rope the power to disance, form and functionality. The result is continuity and a
train or imprison and the axe to execute.
set standard.
The feature is found on
Look at this buildmany public buildings less
ing next to Waitpopular than before, owing
rose in Wallingto its association with totaliford. The porch is
tarian regimes. These are
supported by two
magistrates’ courts, banks,
Doric fluted pillarscouncil offices, police staone of the three
tions and in this picture on
Greek styles of
Swindon railway station.
columns a row of
which forms a porWith the ‘rise of the robots’
tico. The ones
perhaps we shall have
added or adapted
more time to sit around and
by the Romans added another three. Above the column is philosophise. As a subject
the entablature part of which consists of regularly spaced there is a much stronger
blocks called tritradition of teaching and
glyphs (usually
learning about philosophy
carved in three ver- in France than in this countical lines or sectry. A few years ago, we were staying in a B&B near
tions). This is sym- Annecy and in the garden were metal signs with quotes
bolic of wooden
from French philosophers. Rather interesting and not what
cross beams set on you would expect to come across in this country. In my
edge for strength
view, I would like to see more teaching of Classical civiliand support in the sation and especially of philosophy in our schools and
days of the precolleges. Technology leaps ahead, but debate falls behind
stone temples
in areas of values, ethics and life principles.
when wood was
the main building material. Wherever you see Doric colThe Reflective Traveller
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Wallingford Allotment & Garden Society
The date for the Wallingford Allotment & Garden Society Annual Show is Saturday Sept 9th, open to the public
from 2pm. Entry is free and the Roke & Benson brass
band will be playing. The Show Schedule is available to
download http://www.wags-wallingford.com/autumnshow.html Taking place at Centre 70 off Goldsmith's
Lane, near the Kinecroft.
Please contact the Show Secretary, Sandra Halstead
s.halstead2@btinternet.com for more details or come
along to the WAGS Store at Centre 70 Saturdays 11am
-12noon.
Happy Gardening!

Fair Mile Revisited

A retrospective, in words and pictures, on one of
the last Victorian Pauper Lunatic Asylums

Jayne Page

South Stoke 200 Club

Cholsey 1000 Plus and Cholsey Community Development Trust are excited to have the opportunity to present a major exhibition portraying Fair Mile's past, to be
held in the former Recreation Hall - now known as the
Great Hall - at the heart of the old hospital.

The August draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday the 7th and once again the prize fund has
increased. We are now only 2 members short of
issuing the magic number of 200 and truly becoming a
200 Club.

Curated by Ian Wheeler, whose strong family and personal ties with the institution led to his book Fair Mile
Hospital: a Victorian Asylum, published in 2015, the
exhibition will chart the origins of the county asylum
system, examine its raison d'être and provide fact and
reassurance in subject areas that are all too often prone
to prejudice and misunderstanding.

Once again a plea - if you have indicated your interest
in joining, have the necessary papers but they are still
sitting ‘behind the clock on the mantelpiece’, please
take five minutes to complete the process, support the
village and be in the September draw for over £170
pounds worth of prizes each month. Still only £2 per
month per number. A bargain!!

Hundreds of archive photographs survived Fair Mile's
closure in 2003 and these have been augmented by
contributions from local residents and former staff members. The exhibition will include a fascinating photoessay on the period when Fair Mile lay derelict and dilapidated, and the huge task of updating its Victorian
buildings as new homes.

The lucky winners this month were:

Ian Wheeler will lead an informative guided walk around
the old asylum each day and will be on hand to sign
copies of his fact-filled history of the mental hospital
that was very much a part of Cholsey's everyday life.

To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).

1st Prize (£86) – Lynn Jenkins
2nd Prize (£55) – Alan Harrison
3rd Prize (£28) – Catherine Coulson
The September draw will take place on Monday 4th
September around 8.00pm in the Perch & Pike.

This event will take place on Saturday 21st and Sunday
22nd October 2017, The Great Hall, Fair Mile, Cholsey
OX10 9GT from 10.00 am to 4.30 pm. Admission £2.
Light refreshments available.

And don’t forget to raise FREE funds for us, every time
you shop on line. We have raised nearly £110 so far,
and it doesn’t cost you anything at all. Register at Give
As You Live, and the donations are given by the
participating retailers.

Enquiries can be directed to Ian Wheeler on 01491652295.

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/southstokehallandrec

Cholsey 1000 Plus and
Cholsey Community Development Trust

Last Chance: Wallingford Town Walks
You can join a Guided Historic Town Walk on any
Saturday morning until end-September, starting from the
Wallingford Town Hall at 11.00am. Walks last 1 - 2
hours and cost £5 per head, money which will be
donated to support Wallingford Museum. The walks
cover the rich history of Wallingford, but also touch on
the links with Agatha Christie and 'Midsomer Murders',
appealing to residents and visitors alike.

If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:

There’s no need to book, just turn up at the Town Hall at
11.00am on any Saturday until 30th September 2017.

editor@southstoke.org.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Loving Local
Wherever possible we try to support local and independent suppliers at the shop and we have a good range of
local produce available to purchase. A couple of recent additions are the premium crafted gins produced by
Twisting Spirits owned by Mary & Richard Bateman who
distill the gins from their home right here in South Stoke.
We are really thrilled to be stocking their full range which
includes a Douglas-Fir gin, a Kaffir Lime & Lemongrass
and an Earl Grey gin.

New Plant Supplier
At the time of writing this, we are just about to have
South Stoke Open Gardens on Bank Holiday Monday.
We now have a new plant supplier at the shop - Erika
Busher - many of you may have met her by now as she
plans to be at the Church on the Open Gardens day
selling plants and meeting villagers. Erika used to be a
Garden Nursery manager but now runs her own business cultivating and selling plants.
‘Better Without’ Range
The variety of foods within the ‘Better Without’ range in
the shop continues to expand and is proving very popular. Recent additions include a Gluten Free Fruit Tea
Cake. It is one of the downsides to my job that I have to
try all the cake and I can really vouch for this one! Other
new products in the range include Organic Edamame
Spaghetti (Gluten Free), Flax Seed bars, Biona Chia &
Flax Seed Organic bread, Japanese Rice Crackers, Organic Black Bean Spaghetti (Gluten Free) and Goodies
Berry Crisp bars and packs of raisins. Please do spread
the word about our ‘Better Without’ Range if you have
friends and family who may be interested.

We sell them in both 70cl and 20cl bottles and they have
proved really popular and particularly the smaller bottles
SAVE THE DATE! Ladies Christmas Shopping
which are perfect for gifts.
Evening
Village talent continues with some really lovely greeting
I know! I know! It’s only August BUT we have to plan
cards which are designed by Ginette Guiver who is the
ahead! This year we are holding a Ladies Christmas
niece of Roger Guiver. Some of these have local imagShopping Evening on
es on and actually the colours go beautifully with the
Thursday 23rd NovemDouglas Fir & Kaffir Lime gin branding and would make
ber in South Stoke Vila very stylish “Gift from South Stoke” #justsaying
lage Hall. There will
be a good variety of
Summer Harvest
stall holders and a wee
We are delighted to be receiving donations of summer
glass of bubbles for
bounty in the form of runner beans, courgettes, plums,
each visitor to enjoy as
etc, at the moment and they often sell out fast. Last
they browse. Get a
week we sold our
good head start on
last bottle of South some Christmas presStoke Apple Juice
sies and join us there!
which is pretty
More details to follow.
much perfect timing
******
as we will soon be
revisiting our Com- And finally…please note our change of opening hours
munity Apple Profor the winter season:
ject for the shop
with this seasons
WINTER OPENING HOURS
apples. Waterperry
From 1st October 2017 to 28th February 2018
Gardens in Oxford
Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm
produce our juice
Saturday 9am – 4pm
for us and it’s a reSunday 9am – 12 noon
ally good product
for the shop and is always popular. We have to ensure
Here’s to a fabulous Indian Summer and many more
that we have a good batch of apples (75% eaters/25%
cookers and no windfalls) all at the same time so please sunny days on the park before the evenings draw in.
watch out for an email from me in your inbox when we
Jules Costello
are ready to start collecting them!
Julescostello@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

August 2017

8

News from the Practice

Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
Did you know ?
about!
In the latest National patient survey for the Goring &
Late arriving patients
Woodcote Medical Practice If you arrive late for your appointment, you will not be able
99% of patients said they had confidence and trust in the
to check-in using our screen in reception. You will need to
last GP they saw or spoke to;
report to the desk and the receptionist will then notify the
97% of patients said they had confidence and trust in the
clinician that you have arrived at the surgery after your
last nurse they saw or spoke to;
appointment time. The clinician will advise on the most
95% of patients described their overall experience of the
appropriate course of action, which may be a request to
Practice as good;
rebook. It is important that you allow sufficient time to park
92% of patients would recommend the Practice to
and book in before your appointment time.
someone new to the area.
Friends and Family Test Feedback
Patients requiring medical help and advice whilst out of If you have registered your mobile phone number with the
the UK
Practice, you will not only receive text appointment
The General Medical Council expects doctors to carry out reminders from us, you will also be sent a text seeking
an adequate medical assessment of a patient. The NHS feedback on the service and care we have offered you.
England contract does not include medical responsibility for This is important to help us develop and improve what we
patients who are out of the UK. We can, however, with a do – we greatly appreciate your help and time with regard
patient's consent, release relevant information from the to this. Thank you.
medical record. We strongly advise that patients seek
Saturday flu clinics now booking !!
medical advice from a local doctor whilst out of the
UK. Offering safe and appropriate medical help and advice Goring Surgery - Saturday 16 and 30 September.
for our patients is always our aim.
Woodcote Surgery - Saturday 23 September and
Saturday 7 October.
New Partner at the Practice
We are delighted to
(We can also vaccinate outside of these times – please
contact the surgery to book)
announce that Dr
Jessica Reed will be
Flu vaccination on the NHS is available at the Practice for
joining the Practice as
patients of 65 years and over OR those with a chronic
a Partner from 1
condition, eg diabetes, for those who are in residential care,
October. Dr Reed will
are pregnant, a carer, are morbidly obese or
be based at our
immunocompromised or for whose doctor recommends
Goring Surgery and
vaccination because of a medical condition. For patients
will
work
on
a
who meet the criteria, they can also have a pneumonia and
Monday, Wednesday
shingles vaccination at the same time as a flu vaccination.
and Friday. Dr Reed
When you attend for vaccination, our clinical team are able
will take over Dr
Lamb’s list of patients. In addition, Dr Reed will continue to to check on your medical record for any allergies or other
work on a Tuesday to provide some maternity cover for Dr medical problems you may have, and are also able to
Adams until she returns to the Practice on the 13 March resolve any of your questions or concerns about the
vaccination programme. If you are unsure whether you
2018.
qualify for an NHS flu, shingles or pneumonia vaccination,
GP Registrars
please contact us at the Practice. Please note, however,
In August we welcome two new GP Registrars to the
that we are not able to offer flu vaccination for occupational
Practice – Dr Natalie Evans (working with Dr Goode at
carers – this has to be organised via your employer.
Woodcote) and Dr Namrata Turaga (working with Dr Morris
at Goring). Dr Matt Perriam (who has just qualified) will
Julia Beasley
continue to work at the Practice offering us some additional
Practice Manager
medical cover until March 2018 – which we are delighted
juliabeasley@nhs.net

Goring Bowls Club: Looking For New Members
Goring Bowls Club is keen for you to try out this famous game. It’s fun and they
know you’ll like it - and hopefully want to join the club.
It’s a small friendly group and they cater not only for those who live in Goring but
also residents of nearby villages. The only kit that you need to start is a pair of flat,
soft-soled shoes/trainers. The club will provide you with the bowls, so all are invited
to give it a try!
The 2017 season is now in full swing, but a full programme of fixtures will continue
until the end of September. Goring is one of the smaller bowling clubs on the circuit,
but last season they respectably finished mid-table in the Oddfellows Triples
League. Beginners are well-supported by informal competitions that are held most
Monday evenings at 6pm and Tuesdays at 2.15pm. To confirm exact dates and
times, e-mail goringbowls@outlook.com so arrangements can be made to meet you
at the Bowling Green. For a chat or a trial session, please contact club secretary,
Philip Mitchell at the same e-mail address.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A Glimpse Of St Andrew’s Flower Festival...
The Flower Festival at St Andrew’s Church was the Sunday and Monday of the Bank Holiday weekend. Each year
there is a theme around which flower arrangements are created. Previous years have been themed The Season’s
of the Church’, ‘Favourite Hymns’, ‘Inspirational Women’, ‘Bible Characters’, and last year, ‘Prominent People’. The
theme this year, was ‘Time’, relating to the efforts being made to raise funds for the Church clock maintenance and
electric winder.
St Andrew’s Church wants to give many thanks for the work put in by all flower arrangers, each such a beautiful
and unique display. The Village at-large is appreciative as well. The Flower Festival is an important, well-loved
tradition and brings such joy to those who are able to share in its beauty. A special thank you to David Shaw who
has provided all the photos for these two pages...

Sundial (Sally Horton)

Welcome to St Andrew’s Flower Festival
(Sine Shaw)

Time For Tea (Helen Folly)

Eternal Time (Frances Ayres)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Times Past (Marcella Scott)

Contemplating Time (Sine Shaw)

Altar Flowers (Jean Dixon)

“Time Like An Ever Rolling Stream”
The Beginning, the Present, and the End
(Sarah Phipps, Clock Face Painted By Ella Bridle)

Clockwork (Suzanne Small)
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Nicotiana - otherwise known as the tobacco plant - is a
familiar sweet-smelling annual that I knew was an easy-to
-grow plant to fill up a space or two. This year I grew
Nicotiana Sylvestris which is a tall white species. I had
always assumed that the nickname Tobacco Plant was
just that, and that the plant from which tobacco is
produced was something else altogether: a shrub (like tea
or coffee). I was therefore a little surprised to find that
every part of the plant is infused with nicotine and rather
poisonous, and the huge leaves are indeed the basis of
commercial tobacco. So the tobacco crop is row upon
row of sweet smelling annuals!
The plant grown for tobacco is not actually this species
Nicotiana Sylvestris but is a very similar and aptly named
one Nicotiana Tabacum

Agatha Christie Weekend 2017

Friday 8th September - Sunday 10th September
Wallingford and Cholsey
The theme may be murder, but the emphasis is
on enjoyment!
The fourth Agatha Christie Weekend will be held
throughout Wallingford and Cholsey from Friday 8th to
Sunday 10th Sept 2017. This is an event which is growing
each year and attracts tourists from afar as well as being of
interest to those more local.
This year’s Agatha Christie Weekend features:







two celebrity talks
two Agatha Christie Trail guided walks
two exhibitions
town walks
vintage and cream teas
heritage train rides

and much more!
In particular, local individuals may be interested in:

I now have a walk-in fruit cage and at last this year we
have had a good crop of soft fruits including gooseberries
sweet enough to eat from the bush. Gooseberries are
easy to grow but require quite a lot of active pruning two
or three times a year to create a leg. Otherwise they drag
on the ground and create so much growth that picking the
fruit among heavily spiked branches is a hazardous
undertaking. For those who like their fruit a little on the
sharp side there are many varieties available where the
fruit can be eaten straight from the bush
I am giving up on brassicas. This year I have grown
cauliflowers, cabbage, summer broccoli, winter broccoli
and Curly Kale. All of them have suffered from attacks by
birds, white fly, caterpillars, slugs and snails rendering
substantial parts of the crop a skeletal slimy mess.
Perennial spinach seems unaffected. Climbing French
beans which really struggled to get going are now
repaying my patience and cropping heavily.
I am writing this before Open Gardens and watching the
weather forecast with trepidation- fingers crossed!
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter



a talk on Friday 8th Sept at Wallingford Masonic Hall at
8pm: 'The Life and Crimes of Agatha Christie' by JOHN
CURRAN, celebrated Agatha Christie specialist. Tickets
£12. Bar available. John Curran is a popular speaker
with a vast knowledge of Agatha Christie's life and work.
He is the author of award-winning books: Agatha
Christie's Secret Notebooks and Agatha Christie's
Murder in the Making. He will include plenty of
references to her local connections.



The Masonic Hall has a Christie connection in that it
was used for many years by the Sinodun Players for
their performances. Agatha was their President from
1951 until her death in 1976 and she attended a large
number of their productions in the Masonic Hall - loving
Pantomime in particular! A number of her original letters
are on display in Wallingford Museum that she wrote to
the Chairman of the Players (who usually played the
Pantomime Dame), thanking him for her reserved seats
and commenting on the performances, or apologising
for being unable to attend. These have some poignant
reflections on her health in her later years and one
lovely comment 'as one Dame to another' shortly after
she received her Honour!

Tickets are available from Wallingford Museum,
Wallingford Information Centre, or online at
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk.
Stuart Darby
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September News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
August is usually a quieter month as many people take
holiday. Parliament is in recess which means that the busy
Westminster schedule comes to a halt. Many people seem
to think it akin to school holiday when no work is done.
However it is not a holiday for MPs, rather an opportunity to
spend more time in the constituency and catch up with
things. So far this month I have had a number of meetings
across the constituency with various groups and individuals
and have been able to attend events that the usual
Parliamentary schedule does not enable me to do.
One of the things that I have been doing is meeting with
local councillors at Parish Councils. I have a rolling
programme of trying to meet with council representatives.
This gives me the opportunity to listen to local concerns,
the issues of everyday life in our villages. Sometimes there
are concerns that ‘up the line’ there are representations
that I can make to help going forward. It is also the
opportunity to say thank you to all those who sit on our
local councils. Our councillors at parish level are volunteers
who give up a huge amount of their time to work on local
issues and make our communities desirable places to live.
Similarly, where invited, I spend time with steering groups
of communities working on Neighbourhood Development
Plans. The value of Neighbourhood Plans remains crucial
despite a recent case decided by Planning Inspectors on
the border between Henley and Shiplake. This was a case
about whether SODC has a three year housing land supply
and not about Neighbourhood Plans. These steering
groups are groups of people volunteering and seeking to
steer their community through a process which will shape
its future. They mastermind consultations to learn the views
of residents and work to pull it all together into a draft plan.
I very much appreciate the hard work that people put into
Neighbourhood Planning and hope that everyone in their
own communities will support this work where applicable.

Firstly, a warm welcome back to all the teachers and
school children both new and not so new. We look
forward to seeing you all soon.
Welcome too to Laura Prior, who has been appointed as
our new Senior Library Assistant.

The Summer Reading Challenge ‘Animal Agents’ has
been very successful and is being enjoyed by all.
Remember, your child has until Saturday 16th
September to finish and get their medal, certificate
and an invite to our finisher’s event – which is on
Monday 25th September at 6pm. We need to say a
special thank you to our Summer Reading Challenge
Volunteers, Guy Furlonger, Luc Moore, Eoin
Rasmussen and Katie Harris for all their help.
‘Oxfordshire Reads’ finishes on Saturday 9th September.
Please make sure that you have filled in your
recommendation card and returned it to us – so you can
be entered into the free prize draw for some terrific
prizes. https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/
oxfordshire-reads
September 18th is Read an Ebook day!
http://readanebookday.com/

In September, when the schools return, I will be starting a
rolling programme of returning to each school in the
constituency. There are over 50 state schools in the
constituency and over time I have been to each of them
meeting with teachers, governors and pupils as each
school has determined. Governors are another group of
volunteers to whom I am grateful for their work. Being a
school governor can be demanding and requires training
and much commitment. I hope that all of our residents
share my appreciation for your work.

Did you know that Oxfordshire Libraries provides free
Ebooks and free Eaudio books through the Libby app
and Overdrive? Thousands of titles and no late fees for
active Library members. Pop into the Library for more
details. Or look up information on
www.Oxfordshire.gov.uk/ebooks.

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.

The next meeting of the adult book group is Monday 18th
September at the usual time of 6pm.

Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Our popular Rhymetime sessions re-commence on
Thursday 14th September at 10am. Come along with
your under 5 for stories, rhymes, songs and fun!

New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-August 2017 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Going for Gold at Chelsea
At the October meeting of the Wallingford Gardening
Club, Dr Stephen Head returns to talk to us about
exhibiting and competing at the Chelsea Flower Show.
Steve is particularly proud of leading a team that won
Gold and 'Best in Show' for a Courtyard Garden at
Chelsea 2010.
Steve is a well known local
environmental consultant, who is
passionate about his interests. He is
a popular speaker on gardening and
wildlife having made many radio and
TV appearances, and has been the
national co-ordinator for the Wildlife
Gardening Forum for many years. Steve has led several
UK environmental charities, and was a board member
of the Exmoor National Park Authority for eight years.

When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Visitors very welcome £3.

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

Isabelle Darby
wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk

01491 873160

The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th October.

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY

Advance notice of future events:
Thurs 9 November - Autumn Aspirations: looking
forward to Spring (Paul Patton)
Thurs 14 December - AGM and quiz, followed by mince
pies and wine

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in September 2017
September 3rd 11.15am Family Worshoip
(Informal Worship)
September 9th

10.00am Oxfordshire Historic
6.00pm Churches Trust
sponsored ‘Ride & Stride
for Churches’ - St
Andrew’s open.

September 10th 11.15am Holy Communion (Book
of Common Prayer)
September 17th 11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer)
September 24th 11.15am Holy Communion
(Common Worship)
October 1st

St Andrew’s Harvest
Festival

The Prayer Meeting will be held at 2.30pm on
Tuesday 5th September at Crossways. The Church
is open daily for quiet prayer and reflection.

September 4th

South Stoke Historical Soc
Historic Walk: Goring
(2.30pm, details page 1)

September 4th

200 Club May Draw
Amenities Charity
(Perch & Pike, c.8.00pm)

September 9th

Ride & Stride for Churches
(riders and walkers through
South Stoke and to St
Andrew’s, 10am - 6.00pm)

September 12th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

September 18th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

September 20th

Coffee Morning
All welcome. (St Andrew’s
Church, 10.30am - 12noon)

October 12th

South Stoke Historical
Society AGM
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

November 3rd

Bonfire Night
(The Rec)

November 23rd

Ladies’ Christmas Shopping
Evening, sponsored by The
South Stoke Shop
(Village Hall, time TBD)

December 22nd

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the October issue: Friday 22nd
September 2017.

South Oxfordshire District Council
The Council's phone number has now changed to
01235 422422. Please update your records. If you publish any of our numbers in directories or other local information sources, please ensure our information is upto-date.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

We are looking for a volunteer to help manage the
advertising in the newsletter each month (c. 2 hours/
month).
If you are interested, please contact
editor@southstoke.org.uk or ring 01491 871 055.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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