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Restorative Justice

South Stoke Primary School

Vandals In South Stoke Have Been Caught

OFSTED - It Is Official - We Are Good

Many will recall that late Friday 7th April and on until the
early hours of Saturday 8th April, there was vandalism
in South Stoke.
Four chairs and two
tables on the Recreation Ground
were destroyed and
a bin was wrenched
from it’s support. In
addition, along the
Bridle Path into
Goring, fence panels were kicked in,
flower pots shattered, and garden furniture was thrown into the
Thames.

The criminal damage was reported and PCSO Mark
Bell conducted a very thorough investigation. He interviewed all who may have witnessed any suspect behaviour, and contacted all those along the path of vandalism who had CCTV cameras. As a result of considerable effort, he was able to piece together the series of
events, and identified those responsible. PCSO Bell
expressed a great deal of interest in catching those involved - not simply to punish, but to do something that
will have potential to stop future unlawful behaviour. He
was able to prove who did the damage (three teens: one
each from Goring, Woodcote and Wallingford), and these
young men will participate in a restorative justice programme involving, in part, offering formal apologies to
those harmed and give some restitution - in this case, for
South Stoke, oiling all the benches in the Rec.
Cllr Bryan Urbick, editor@southstoke.org.uk
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On 28th March, South Stoke Primary School was inspected by OFSTED with 12 hours’ notice.
In the past year, several Oxfordshire schools have been
downgraded from their current status, however South
Stoke was informed after the day-long inspection that
its grading will remain ‘Good’. This means that the
school’s grading has remained ‘Good’ for the last 7
years.
We believe that this
demonstrates a consistently high level of
performance from the
Head, the Teachers,
TAs, all support staff,
Governors and the ever
present and supportive
Parents’ Association
throughout this time.
South Stoke School,
will always be vulnerable as the general climate in Education is
about amalgamation
and cost-cutting, so when an inspection occurs we really do feel that we are the mercy of the Inspector as to
whether he or she ‘gets us’ or not.
Thank you to all those people who daily demonstrate
their support for South Stoke and we hope to continue
to meet your expectations.
South Stoke Primary School
http://www.southstokeschool.org/

Scope Donations
Thank you to all neighbours of Ferry Road and
Ferry Lane who gave so
generously to Scope. The
amount collected was
£171.00, which will help
children with disabilities
receive the vital support
they need and opportunities as everyone else has.

Doreen Druce
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Changes To The Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Council held its Annual General Meeting on Monday 22nd May. At this meeting, Cllr Chris Bertrand – who, as reported in this newsletter several months
ago, had advised of his intention to resign in May – presented his formal resignation letter.
We are sorry to lose Chris from his Councillor role. He
has been a stalwart defender of the environment, and personally has been responsible for making improvements to
several areas in and around our lovely village, such as the
Visitor Information maps, the Slipway Area, the Village
Hall, and of course the maintenance of the Recreation
Ground. In this latter responsibility it is pleasing to note
that Chris will continue his role as a trustee of the Amenities Charity, and will, in this capacity, maintain a big involvement with both the Rec and the Hall. Thanks Chris
for all your efforts to-date, and we look forward to seeing
you in-and-around the village, just as much in the future.
We are also sorry to announce the resignation of our lovely Clerk, Sue Gill, who has decided to stand down after
some three years with the South Stoke Parish Council, to
spend more time with her family, and to leave the no doubt
increasing Clerk workload in the next few years, to someone with more time availability. We wish you well in the
future, Sue.
We are actively seeking replacements for both Clerk Sue
and Councillor Chris - and regards the latter situation, the
mandatory Councillor vacancy notice was posted on the
Parish Council notice-board on the 22nd, and will remain
for the stipulated fourteen days. If interested in being a
Parish Councillor, please contact me and I will advise you
of the process.
Finally I would advise that at our AGM we had the annual
election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman. I was proposed/elected as Chairman for another year, and Cllr Bryan Urbick was proposed/elected as Vice-Chairman for the
year - to take over from the resigning Cllr Bertrand in that
position.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667 roy@rmcmillan.com

Big Thank You To
Robert Small and Maurice Scarratt
The baby swing frame on the rec had been condemned as
unsafe. Research into a replacement was looking expensive even though we had the kiddies seats. £2,000 had
been quoted. Robert came up with a brainwave. We had
two separate sets of swings for older children. Why not
swap the seats of one of
the sets? Then having
come up with the idea,
Robert proceeded to do
the work that was necessary - so toddlers are
swinging again in South
Stoke.
Maurice has very kindly
offered a beautifully varnished love seat to the
recreation ground. It has
been carefully restored and now sits under the Copper
Beech on the opposite side to the existing bench.
Chris Bertrand Steward of the Recreation Ground
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke Bell Ringers Participate
Bellringers in the UK and around the world are being invited to take part in the third annual BBC Music Day on
Thursday 15th June, with the theme this year being “the
power of music”.
The sound of bells, with their power to bring communities
and generations together, was a feature of last year’s BBC
Music Day, with many ringers taking part.
This year, BBC Music Day will be even larger and BBC
would like to build on last year’s success and has invited
tower and handbell ringers from the UK and around the
world to showcase this king of performing arts by ringing
at 7pm their local time.
The BBC will select performances to include in their coverage and in a special programme which is being considered for BBC Radio 4 on Music Day itself.
South Stoke Ringers are taking up the challenge and will
ring on Thursday 15th June at 7.00pm followed by a pint
at the pub. All villagers are very welcome (and encouraged!) to pop along and watch us if they wish, and afterwards join us in the pub.

Robert Small

Film Night Evening:
South Stoke Historical Society
It was Mark Twain who reputedly coined the phrase
‘Distance lends enchantment to the view’ and probably
few would disagree with that. Distance, of course, can be
space or time. And indeed it was with enchantment that a
packed Village Hall (63 attending) viewed a showing of
Martin Bullock’s films about life in South Stoke in the
1950s and 60s on Friday, 7th April.
The Bullocks, Martin informed us have farmed in these
parts (between South Stoke and Besselsleigh a mere 14
miles away) since late Victorian times and are now coming
up to the 9th generation. It was Martin’s father, a fervent
photograph and film enthusiast, who produced the films
we were due to see that evening.
The four films viewed were a vintage cycle rally and ride
between Benson and South Stoke, a series of haymaking
scenes in the fields bordering the B4009, a veteran villager
(Mr Tape) playing the zither, and A Year in South Stoke.

The first film featured a wonderful medley of ancient bicycles wending their way en route for the village. Not the
least of the pleasure was the view of 50s cars everyone
found a point of interest. Nowadays a plethora of AA signs
would be needed to stage such an event. The haymaking
film was a detailed close-up of tractors and farm equipment, men in caps and hats and a boy smartly competent
at the steering wheel. The musician short was great fun
meeting general acclaim. The last film was a nostalgic
treatment of a much quieter village than we have now,
simple pleasures at the village fete, grassy fields where
houses now stand and no jeans and T-shirts in sight.
This highly popular evening event of the Historical Society
well illustrates our intention to involve and interest as
many in our community as possible in telling the story of
South Stoke. The past informs the present and the present
the future.
Michael Saunders & Linda Gatto
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South Stoke WI

From The Amenities Charity

The May meeting of South Stoke WI took place on
Tuesday 9th at 2.15pm in the village hall. Twenty three
members and one visitor were welcomed. In the
unavoidable absence of the President Rita Mann the
meeting was chaired by Margaret Boorne, ably assisted
by Eve Thynne and Nina Hewitt. Birthday cards and
presents were presented to two members this month.

The kiddies swing structure has been condemned as
unsafe so Robert and Chris removed the seats and
swapped them for two of the four swings for older children.
The swap means that we now have only one pair of swings
for older children, but we will see if this is sufficient for the
villages needs. There are no immediate plans to buy a
new frame, though if anyone has a view about this, we are
very happy to consider it (and if there is a desire to
reinstate it, please bring ideas for fund-raising, too!).

May is traditionally an important
part of the WI calendar as this is
when we debate the
Resolutions put forward by
fellow members. One of these
resolutions will be chosen at the
National AGM of the WI and put
forward to HM Government and
hopefully acted upon. Many are considered but few are
put through.
This year ‘Plastic Soup’ and ‘Alleviating Loneliness’
generated a lot of interest.
Plastic Soup is so called because of the amount of
microfibres released during the washing cycle of cheap
clothing. We have all heard of microbeads and the
efforts being made to reduce these, but how many of us
knew the huge problem of the microfibers? The
situation gets worse the older the garments get.
Most of us have fleeces and other clothing made from
man-made materials and these are culprits. Washing
machine filters capture a certain amount, and the same
with the sewage plants, but not enough - so far too
many eventually end up in our oceans, thus creating the
plastic soup. It has also been found in many other
products including food. This is the sort of problem that
needs to be tackled at source and manufacturers must
start the process perhaps in coating these materials to
stop the shedding during the washing cycle.
Alleviating Loneliness is something that affects people of
all ages and both genders and has a very damaging
effect on health. Surprisingly, the worst affected age
group was the 45 - 55 year age group, but it is found in
varying degrees across the age spectrum. The problem
is who should be responsible for tackling this? Is it
Government, Social Services or local communities?
Many problems were highlighted, one of which is that if
resources are allocated where will they come from with
Social Care all ready so overstretched? Is it even a
viable proposition?
After a lively debate on the pros and cons of both
subjects, members voted. Their decision will now be be
added to the thousands of others made by individual
members of WIs up and down the country - all united in
trying to make our country a better place for everyone.
WI has a long tradition of influencing governments of all
parties and has a lot of influence in many fields. United
we can make a difference.
A lighter note was then introduced and everyone joined
in a noisy game of bingo, followed by a traditional
afternoon tea that everyone looks forward to and enjoys.
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings so why not
come and join us one afternoon and see us in action?
Margaret Boorne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The White Elephant Stall at the May Fayre raised
approximately £200 and the leftovers were largely
disposed of at the car boot sale. Thanks to all who helped,
and also to those who purchased items!
The table tennis table is now in the village hall and is
available for use by hirers. The bats and balls are kept in
the back cupboard in the kitchen. Any villager is welcome
to book the hall for just £6.00 an hour and make use of
this. Plus, if you hire the hall for any event the table tennis
could be available. Just check with Ann Powell the
bookings secretary.
Maurice Scarratt has kindly donated a lovers bench to the
Charity and it is now on the Rec. He has refurbished it
beautifully. It is not yet secured in any way, but it will be in
the near future (if it hasn’t already been done by the time
the Newsletter is distributed).
The rabbits continue to pose a significant nuisance. Some
recent attempts by were made to resolve or reduce the
problem, but made little impression on the thriving
population. Any other suggestions are very welcome. The
moles, though, thanks to Mark Hathaway, have finally been
removed. Much appreciated, Mark!

Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

To hire the South Stoke
Village Hall contact:
Ann Powell
872965
ann.25@virgin.net

South Stoke 200 Club
The May draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday the 15th and the prize fund reached £160 for
the first time. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£80) – Martin Bullock
2nd Prize (£53) – Veronica Aldridge
3rd Prize (£27) – Susan Rampton
The June draw will take place on Monday 12th June at
around 9.30pm in the Perch & Pike after the Amenities
Charity meeting.
Our prize pot continues to grow and we continue to
seek new participants so it will grow even more. To
find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club, please
contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031,
email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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A Successful May Fayre
The weather forecast was worrying. Just like 2016, the
BBC weather forecast predicted rain. With the May
Fayre being an open air event, we were at the mercy of
mother nature. Was it going to be a wash-out? Luckily,
no.
This year the event saw more collaboration and
involvement from the
various village groups
than it has done in
many years and it
was all the more
successful for it.

Street for allowing us to disrupt the access to their
homes for the day.
This year, the fayre was opened by Les Stevens and
Luna Winterbourne. Luna is the youngest child in the
village school and they both did a brilliant job. Thank
you to you both.
Once again we were
entertained by the
ever popular Goring
and Streatley Concert
Band before Niamh
Reynolds-Hall was
crowned May Queen
and the school
children danced
around the May Pole
accompanied with live
music from Jackie
Oates and Jim Moray!
This tradition was
continued with the
Kennet Morris Men
who have now been
performing in South
Stoke for 20 years.

St Andrew’s Church
hosted an Art
Exhibition and
performed bell tower
tours, but not before
some wonderful bell
ringing to help signal
the start of the fayre.
Thank you Robert
Small and your team
of ringers.
The Perch and Pike
once again provided
entertainment into the
evening and we had
an array of classic
cars in their car park.
The Amenities
Charity and The
Village Shop held
stalls, and the
residents of the
village came out in
force to support the
event.

The May Fayre is
organised by the
Parents Association of
the village school and
funds raised from this
event go towards
sports coaching,
school trips and
workshops, as well as
after school clubs.

My thanks to all those groups for helping to make the
fayre such a special day. I would also like to thank Kate
and Steve Barratt for the use of their driveway once
again for the coconut shy, and all the residents of The

Planning is already
underway for the Bonfire and Fireworks display in
November. Please save the date (Friday 3rd November).
Phil Wortley
Chair of South Stoke School Parents Association

Announcement From Dr Angela Lamb
Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
After much thought, I have decided to leave the Practice.
My children are of an age when I need to be more
available to them and I do not feel I can give the
commitment I need to in my current role, given the everincreasing work load and pressures on being a Partner in
a GP Practice. I’m not giving up being a GP - just doing
things a different way to enable a better work-life balance.
My last official day will be the 18 September, but I have
my sabbatical already planned for this summer so my last
working day at the Practice will be Tuesday 1 August.
I have greatly enjoyed working at the Practice over the
past 17 years and will miss my patients and the many
clinical and support colleagues I have worked alongside
during my time at Goring. I wish you all good health and
happiness for the future.
Dr Angela Lamb
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A Volunteer’s Lament

Help Raise Funds For
South Stoke Amenities With

The Community Shop in South Stoke
Was set up for we local folk.
You said that you wanted a shop
On your wish list it even came top.
So after some blood, sweat and tears
The South Stoke shop now appears.
It’s your local Convenience Store
So why not shop there some more?
You may think the prices too high
But you really should give it a try.
There are lots of nice goodies to eat
For your family, your friends or a treat.
Everyone likes the fresh bread
Or buy gluten-free flour instead.

Give As You Live
For those of you that have signed up with GIVE AS
YOU LIVE to support the Amenities Charity with your
on-line shopping we’re delighted to say that we currently have 10 supporters, and that we have just received our first payment as a result of all that online
shopping. It’s only £8.74 (with another £8.60 in the
pipeline), but from little acorns….
Many thanks to all of you. You know who you are.

We aim to buy local, for sure
Such as beer from our local brewer.
And honey from South Stoke’s own bees
Local veg, bacon and cheese.
Jules our manager’s full of new schemes
We need lots of money, it seems.
The volunteers work with a will
Promising each shift to fill.
But often there’s gaps in the week
So more volunteers we must seek.
We aim to expand, that is true
With a purpose-built shop that’s brand new.
But without more support there are fears
That the plans may all end in tears.
The mums from around often say
When they bring their young families to play
That coming here is a pleasure
And your wonderful shop - what a treasure!
But the shop was set up for South Stoke
To benefit we local folk.
So please find a time to drop by
Have a cuppa - come in - don’t be shy.
Use it or lose it they say
Please help us to make our shop pay.
You know that “shop local” makes sense
Saving on petrol and pence.
Let’s make sure that our shop will survive
Expand, make a profit, and thrive.
Its future is now up to you
As a village there’s lots we can do.
Or tell us what we could do better
By telephone, e-mail or letter.
- Janet Jones -

Wallingford Festival of Cycling Traffic Management Plans For Sunday 16th July
The South Oxfordshire District Council Leisure Team is once again, supporting and promoting the third Wallingford
Festival of Cycling (WFOC) taking place on Sunday 16 July 2017. The organisers are working in partnership with
Wallingford Town Council, South Oxford District Council, Oxfordshire County Council, British Cycling and several local
and regional cycling clubs and volunteers to make this event happen. Their aims are to entertain and inspire young and
old to take up cycling and to cycle more often.
From about 10.00am until the last racers pass-by around 4.30pm, South Stoke will be affected. The B4009 from 50m
before the first houses of South Stoke to the 50mph sign leaving South Stoke to Goring and Woodcote Road from the
B4009 turn to the National Speed Limit sign, there is designated a ’clearway’ from 10am to 1pm. Vehicles are prevented
from stopping or being parked except only as necessary to pick up or set down passengers. For more details on the
traffic management plan visit www.wfoc.co.uk or contact rebeccawfoc@gmail.com.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Not for the first time, the sun shone down on South
Stoke and the Community Shop on Sunday 21st May for
our first Vintage Vibe car boot sale. I know only too well
how lucky I am to
work with such a
great crowd but as I
write this, and I really am touched at
how everyone rallied for this event. I
know a long list of
thank yous can
sometimes be a
little tiresome, but I
am making no apologies on this occasion!

for sentry duties
Kevin Flynn - for lending us his PA system so we could
all enjoy some 1940s tunes
Mark Taylor - for organising all various floats and to
Sue Taylor for supervising the plant centre
….phew!
Pretty much without exception most of the sellers at the
event loved the atmosphere and really appreciated the
vintage theme and the stall holders being dressed up.
Feedback on facebook has been excellent, and we are
already being asked when the next one will be, so watch
this space.

As I write this the sun is pouring in and Chelsea Flower
Show is on the television, signaling the start of the English season. Let’s hope the sun continues to shine
In absolutely no
throughout half-term week and
particular order then, here we
the Rec is busy with visitors.
“What a successful foray into the world of
go! Thank you too...
If
you do use Facebook and alcar booting. I am a debutante in the world
so
visit our shop and park with
of almost giving stuff away but on
Jacqui & Chris Bertrand - for
your
children or family, it would
opening their garden to visitors
Sunday, with the sun shining, music
be
great
if you could take some
to the sale
playing and Dad’s Army making us laugh
pics and post them to encourwe had so much fun, cleared the attics of
Robert Small - for marshalling
age visitors to find us and put
South Stoke and made £90 in a couple of
all the cars onto the Rec
the Little Green Tin firmly on the
hours. Not as much as I had hoped but it
map.
Amanda & Neil Procter - for
is clearly a numbers game and the more
lending us their lovely Morris
I am pleased to confirm that we
you sell the more those pound items
Minor
will be welcoming back Daniel
mount up. It will all be donated to our
and the team from Sole Luna
village shop. Can't wait for the next one.”
Mark & Diana Hathaway - for
Pizza on Saturday 1st July, from
lending us their beautiful vintage
Vanessa Guiver
6pm, on the Rec for Pizza On
tractor
The Park, preClare Wortley - for baking cookies, painting childrens
viously a very
faces, tying up bunting, etc, etc, and etc!!
popular, wellattended event.
Nicky Kennedy - for stitching the wonderful “VINTAGE
The Shop will
VIBE” banner so beautifully, and for rising to the chalremain open for
lenge of cake slicing
the evening.
Sue Sarjent & Wendy McMillan - for “Keeping Calm”
I am in the prowhilst selling cake
cess of trying to
Vanessa & Roger Guiver - for donating all the funds
organize a few
from their car boot to the Community Shop and to all
other evening
those who brought up items as donations for this stall
events on the
Rec with the
Geoff Ward & David Kennedy - for serving the most
shop open into
delicious bacon butties!
the evening as
Trudy Scarratt & Gareth Dean - for doing a sterling job these have proved so popular in the past and hope to
remaining calm under intense pressure on the hot drinks have some more dates confirmed very soon.
stakes!
Mo Scarratt - for handling admission fees and to Robert Jules Costello, Julescostello@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Friends & Family Test - What Is It?
Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice
Patient Participation Group
The Patient Participation Group for the Goring and
Woodcote Medical Practice thought it might be useful to
explain to patients about that strange white slip of paper
which might get put in your hand when you visit the surgery
- sometimes for the 6th time. What is it and what is it for?

Mr B’s Bees
The late frost in the garden at the beginning of last month
caused damage, delay and, in some cases death; my
greenhouse grown Cosmos that had been in the ground for
a fortnight or more struggled and many gave up the ghost;
the numerous grapevines poised to cover the arbour
leading to a a statue of bathing Aphrodite, shrivelled back
to a stalk; the hopeful French beans so optimistically green
the night before turned black; even our new Golden
Robinia tree [pseudoacacia] had those glowing yellow
fronds reduced to a crumbly brown shadow of what might
have been.
Still most things simply started again, and despite a very
dry April, May seems to have made up for it and June will
soon be busting out all over.
One of the best things in the garden throughout last month
has been the violas. I have a black straight-sided water butt
and the lid has a 2 inch rim. In the Autumn I drilled some
drainage holes in the top of it, filled it with soil and planted
winter flowering violas. As I write this they are still
flowering! As they were by the backdoor path and at a very
convenient height they have been assiduously deadheaded. Not only do they still look good throughout the
whole time they have given off a lovely sweet scent.
I also have dark red and yellow violas around the base of
our statue of Bacchus - as if he was treading grapes while
around the base of the Neptune statue there is a pale blue
sea of these excellent value-for-money plants.
The nectarine in a pot on the patio has lots of fruit set
which is remarkable considering I had to remove most of
the leaves as it had leaf curl badly. Whether they will ripen
is another matter!
The lemon and the orange trees are outdoors now and the
orange in particular has been covered in extraordinarily
strong scented flowers. So, with a bit of luck we could be
eating homegrown oranges!
The polytunnel is already being productive. We have been
digging new potatoes very successfully and picking
strawberries too. I had a brief scare one day as I went in to
water. The place seemed full of bees! Not only were there
a worryingly large number feeding on the broad bean
flowers, but a good many seemed to be clustering together
along one edge as if they were planning to set up home. I
called for help from local bee man Paul Jenkins and he
came round. “Ah”, he said, “the broad beans have attracted
them in and then with the see-through plastic covering they
have lost track of how to get out. You’ll need to help them.”
He then proceeded to pick up a bee and send it
doorwards… but it swerved and came back in. “You’ll need
to do it while its still warm because when it gets cold they
can’t fly.” So a little later I put on my heavy garden gloves
and went to the polytunnel but apart from one or two
already dozy slow coaches the rest had spotted the setting
sun and headed for home. At least the beans should be
well pollinated!

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Government - in its ‘wisdom’ - likes to see that all
General Practices are seeking the opinion of their patients
as to the quality of care they are receiving. This has
resulted in the ‘Friends and Family Test’ which was
introduced in December 2014.
The Practice is contractually
advised to ask one ‘compulsory’
question - “Would you
recommend this Practice to your
friends or family?” - hence the
inspired name for the test! All
Practices can then add a second question of their choice.
Our Practice chose the question -”Why do you give this
answer?” - hoping that patients can give praise where
praise is due (don’t hold back folks!). Patients can also
raise issues that they may not wish to make a formal
complaint about but about which they are unhappy.
Each Practice MUST report back to the Government the
number of these forms that are filled in but - you might feel
weirdly - they don’t enquire about the answers given!!
Now, we know that 80% of a Practice’s workload is made
up by approximately 20% of its patients - hardly their fault they are often ill. However, this tends to mean that,
although these 20% are best placed to comment on the
care they are receiving, they understandably get fed up
with being asked repeatedly to fill in the same form.
Hardly surprising!
All the forms are, however, looked at carefully and the
answers collated for the Practice’s benefit. This is different
from the annual survey still carried out by the Government
by post in which a random group of a Practice’s registered
patients are surveyed about the Practice and its care. This,
of course, is likely to be sent to quite a few folk who have
luckily had little in the way of medical problems and they, in
their turn, may have little idea about the care offered!
We are aware that the phrasing of the compulsory question
and the second question asking for reasons might provoke
the obvious comment —‘Well there aren’t any other
Practices in the area!!” We would hope that is not the only
reason for recommendations!
So - next time that slip appears (they are at both Practice
reception desks and in the waiting rooms), please be
understanding and jot down some helpful thoughts
because, after all, the form is designed, whatever you may
think of it, to help the Practice to provide YOU, the patient,
with a better service.
Patients can, of course, always send in any comments or
concerns to Julia Beasley, Practice Manager email
juliabeasley@nhs.net direct dial 01491 870230 or call in
and see her at the Goring Surgery (or at the Woodcote
Surgery by arrangement). Alternatively, the PPG can
always be contacted about issues that a patient does not
feel they wish to raise as a formal complaint with the
Practice.
Thank you on behalf of the Practice and the Patient
Participation Group - your representatives.
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June News from the Woodcote Library…

Wallingford Allotment and
Garden Society (WAGS)
It is an exciting year ahead for our society with 4 events
taking place in June, July and Sept.
7.30pm Wed June 14th and Tues Sept 26th we are holding a Show & Tell for members who wish to share their
finest efforts, be it home-grown produce or flowers or
plants. Members can send their plant photo(s) to
s.halstead2@btinternet.com and note we are also running
a best horticultural disaster category! If you are not a
member, you can join on the night £4 per year per household, visitors very welcome £3.
7.30pm on Tues 11th July we are running a WAGS Gardener’s Question Time where members can ask the group
for answers to burning horticultural questions or advice for
what to plant where, visitors very welcome £3.
Sept 9th WAGS will hold their Annual Show open to the
public 2-4pm and entry is free. This year there will be the
usual selection of categories for home-grown produce and
flowers, flower arrangements, photography, home-baking,
as well as special categories for children to enter. The
Show Schedule will be available to download in July http://
www.wags-wallingford.com/autumn-show.html. We are
looking for sponsorship, advertising space on the Show
Schedule is now available. Show Secretary is Sandra
Halstead, s.halstead2@btinternet.com
All events take place at Centre 70 off Goldsmith's Lane,
near the Kinecroft in Wallingford. Nearest car park is
on Goldsmith's Lane.
Happy Gardening!
Jayne Page, jbumley@hotmail.com

Halfway through the year already! It’s hard to believe
that the time flies past so fast.
June is National Crime Reading Month – so we have put
together a spotlight collection of Crime Fiction authors,
including James Patterson. Pop in and take a look!
National Bookstart week is 5-12th June. This year’s
theme is ‘Lets Explore Outdoors’. We will have copies of
the free story booklet to give away and we are
celebrating with a special Rhymetime session in the
Library on Thursday 8th June at the usual time of 10am.
There will be special activities and crafts. Come along
with your under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes and fun.
The Rhymetime group have been very lucky and have
received a donation of lots of new musical instruments
to play with. Vicky Jordan from OWL (Our Woodcote
Library, who donated the instruments), was on hand to
present them and there are pictures elsewhere in the
magazine. The children were delighted with the new
additions and they will get a lot of use.
Please note that, as it is half term, there will be no
Rhymetime on Thursday 1st June, but it will be as
normal for the rest of June.
This month will also see
the anniversary of
Oxfordshire Libraries
phone app. It works on
android and apple
products and can be
downloaded from any app
stores. It is a quick and
convenient way for customers to access library services
whilst on the move. Users can search the catalogue,
reserve or renew books. You can also find out about the
FREE eBook and eAudio service and use the FREE
Zinio magazine and Press Display mobile apps. What
are you waiting for?
Look out in next month’s newsletter for news about this
year’s exciting Summer Reading Challenge…Animal
Agents, illustrated by Tony Ross - of the Horrid Henry
series published all over the world. His illustrations for
the Summer Reading Challenge will feature a variety of
clever creatures, specially trained to use their skills and
natural instincts to unravel mysteries. I can’t wait!
The next meeting of the Adult Book Club will be Monday
19th June at 6pm.
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Support Our Advertisers
Whenever the idea has been raised of converting the
Newsletter to an electronic format, there is strong support
to maintain the printed, hardcopy version. There are rational reasons of course - we have a number of parishioners who don’t have access to the internet. But there are
also more emotive reasons - simply that it ‘feels nice’ to
have something tangible; something sitting out for easy
perusal; something that is familiar and (for the most part)
enjoyable to read.
Our advertisers contribute greatly to the continuation of
our Newsletter each month. On average throughout the
year, each page of advertising funds about three additional pages of content - with groups and individuals telling
many stories that, in total, give glimpse to our day-to-day
life in South Stoke. I encourage you, therefore, whenever
possible, to support those who advertise with us (and tell
them you saw their ad in the Newsletter!). Without them, it
would be challenging to justify the expense of publishing a
hard-copy each month, distributed to all homes.
Cllr Bryan Urbick, editor@southstoke.org.uk

If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:
Catherine Rohll
catherine.rohll@tesco.net

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?
“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?
Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160
2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in June 2017
June 4th

11.15am Family Service
th

June 10

th

June 11

th

2.00pm Wedding of Gary & Olivia
11.15am Holy Communion (Book
of Common Prayer)

June 18

11.15am Matins (Book of Common
Prayer)

June 25th

10.30am Ordination as Priest of
Rev Steve Johnson at
Dorchester Abbey

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.

June 6th

Prayer Meeting, all welcome
(Crossways, Ferry Road,
2.30pm)

June 8th

National Election
Don’t forget to vote!
(Village Hall, 7.00am-10.00pm)

June 12th

200 Club May Draw
Amenities Charity
(Perch & Pike, 9.30pm)

Wendy Middleton will be ordained Deacon on 1st
July at Christ Church. On Sunday 2nd July, there is
to be a United Benefice Communion Service at St
Thomas’ Goring, celebrated by Rev Steve Johnson
and Wendy Middleton. This is to be followed by a
celebration lunch in the Canterbury Room.

June 13th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.15pm)

June 15th

BBC Music Day Bellringing
(St Andrew’s, 7.00pm, after
to the Perch & Pike)

The Clock Winder Appeal has made a good start,
giving great pleasure to the Bellringers. There have
been several generous gifts which are an
encouragement for further fund-raising.

June 19th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

June 21st

Coffee Morning, all welcome
(St Andrew’s Church,
10.30am - 12noon)

July 1st

Pizza On The Park
(The Rec, from 6.00pm)

July 3rd

South Stoke Community
Shop - Shareholder’s AGM
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

July 16th

Wallingford Festival of
Cycling (through the village
on Wallingford Road,
estimated 10am - 4.30pm)

August 28th

Open Gardens
(Gardens throughout
the village 1pm - 6pm)

November 3rd

Bonfire Night
(The Rec)

Please note there is no service at St Andrew’s on
25th June to allow everyone to support Steve at
Dorchester Abbey. Lifts available.

We record the passing of Marwood Newbury and
Tony Knowles during May and send sympathies to
their families and friends.
Harry Hogg & Michael Codner

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the July issue: Sunday 25th June 2017.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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