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Results: 2nd South Stoke Housing Development Consultation
In total, Option 3 was the clear front-runner of all those
243 responses were received, from an estimate of 414
who completed the surveys, with nearly half of all reeligible parishioners - those who live in the Parish of
South Stoke and are aged 16 years or older. This repre- spondents preferring that option.
sents just under 60% of the eligible parishioners.
In order to consider the results, not only was there a desire to understand the views of the parish-at-large, the
There were three options considered, as well as an
committee desired also to see the breakdown of re‘other’ choice.
sponses by village areas or ‘zones’. These are:
 Option 1 - In-fill sites (5-6 houses) plus Glebe
Development of 6 houses
 Zone 1 NW - Ferry Road and The Street (69 re Option 2 - In-fill sites plus Glebe Development
sponses)
of 16 houses
 Zone 2 NE - Ferry Road and Wallingford Road (41
 Option 3 - In-fill sites plus Glebe Development
responses)
of 25 houses
 Zone 3 SW - The Street, Deaconsfield, Chapel
 Other
Close, Townsend Cottages (70 responses)
 Zone 4 SE - Cross Keys Road, South Bank, The GarNot only was there an Open Day to which all in the pardens and The Glebe Cottages (49 responses)
ish were invited, but there was also special section in
 Zone 5 Others - Outlying parts of Parish (including
last month’s newsletter, with a request for response from
Little Stoke) – 14 responses
all those who were not able to give their views at the
Open Day. Additionally, each household who did not
It is interesting to see how each ‘zone’ voted:
respond to either the Open Day or the newsletter were
afforded an additional opportunity to respond, with questionnaires dropped through their doors.

When ranking and scoring the importance of Key Aspects of Glebe Development, all aspects were considered important. They were ranked and scored as follows:
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1st - Open spaces (scored 4.0 out of 5)
2nd - Access routes (scored 3.9 out of 5)
3rd - Funds generated (scored 3.8 out of 5)
4th - Housing location (scored 3.7 out of 5)
5th - Screening (scored 3.5 out of 5)
6th - Housing density (scored 3.5 out of 5)
There were also a number of comments, with the following top three issues raised:


Infill housing issues – 22 references
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Parish Council Adopts New
Posters & Signs Policy

Continued from previous page...

Affordable housing issues and clarification of housing
mix including need for sheltered housing – 16 references
 Suggestions for other access routes – 15 references


Beyond these three top issue, there were other, less
referenced issues including: SODC housing targets/
dates, suggested other locations for development, concerns on the shop and village hall location, the need for
affordable houses in the village and security from further development on the Glebe.
The SSHDP Steering Group considered these results at
a meeting on 20th April, and the many comments that
have been made by Parishioners. The Steering Group
has decided to proceed to hold further discussions with
the Glebe field land-owner (the Diocese), using Option
3 as the preferred option, but will request a further look
at the following aspects of the layout for this option as
presented at the Open Day and in the April edition of
this newsletter:
Affordable houses - what type are they, and where
should they be?
 More sheltered housing, and properties suitable for
downsizing
 Alternative access routes, rather than through the
Gardens
 Alternative layouts for a maximum of 25 houses
 Parking facilities for large village events
 The mix of materials and designs for the development
 The proportion of social housing


However it should be noted that Option 3 - the 25
house layout - has by far the greatest support from the
Parish based on the options presented, with many people saying that they liked the general layout, and the
retention of open space.
Only when the response from the Diocese has been
received and reviewed, will the Steering Group then
make recommendations to the Parish Council.
Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman,
South Stoke Parish Council

Dixons Carphone Race to the Stones
Ridgeway Event

Dixons Carphone Race to the Stones is a public participation event that is taking place on 15th and 16th July,
and during that time, their will be participants running
through South Stoke along the Ridgeway.
Around 2,000 participants are expected to take part in
the 100km journey along the ridgeway, starting in
Lewknor and finishing at Avebury. Many of the participants will be raising money for good causes, including
the event’s official charity partner, The Mix, a multichannel service designed to support the physical and
mental well-being of young people under 2 across the
UK.
For more information, please visit http://
www.racetothestones.com or contact the event organiser at info@thresholdsports.co.uk.
Though this is a commercially sponsored event, I am including in
the newsletter to give South Stokers plenty of notice. –Editor
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

In the past few months, there have been complaints by
Parishioners about some signs and posters within the
village. The Parish Council recognised the importance
of advertising signs for village businesses and event
organisers, but must also provide a structure as it considers the impact of posters and signs upon the appearance of a rural village environment. As a result, at the
March 20th meeting of the South Stoke Parish Council,
a new Posters and Signs Policy for South Stoke.
There are several areas of which the Parish Council
seeks to monitor for the benefit of the whole village: fly
posting, ‘A’ Boards, signs on premises, and signage in
public spaces. Firstly, there is a general restriction of
size, and any signage must not exceed 0.6 m2 (for reference, that is slightly larger than A1). Larger banners
may be allowed for specific events, but only if preauthorised by the Clerk of the Parish Council.
The Parish Council will generally adopt a pro-active policy of removing fly posting, in particular in the following
circumstances:Any fly posting on trees will be removed immediately
Advertisements for any events to be held outside of
the Local Area (defined as South Stoke, Little Stoke,
North Stoke, Goring and Streatley) will be removed
immediately
 To remove posters for one-off events due to be held
in the Local Area that are: attached to telegraph poles, other structures, etc.
more than 2 weeks prior to the event, or one week
after the event
 not taken down by the organisers within 7 days
after the event
 any posters that are up more than 21 days
 To remove any commercial posters, though sponsored boards are allowed if advertising charitable
events and subject to the time limitations indicated
above.
 To remove any signs that the Parish Council deems
are considered to be a hazard or distraction to road
users, specifically any at cross roads of Wallingford
Road with roads into the village and at cross roads of
The Street and intersecting roads.
 To remove any out of date posters or posters that are
up for more than 21 days.



This policy is not dissimilar to other Parishes in the
country, particularly those in sensitive areas - and is in
addition to the advertising restrictions in The Town and
Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England)
Regulations 2007.
To see the detail of the newly adopted policy, please
refer to http://www.southstoke.org.uk/14-2/documentarchive/ or contact me or the Parish Council Clerk
(clerk@southstoke.org.uk) for a hardcopy.
Please refer any questions about this policy and/or
questions or concerns about enforcement of this policy
to me or to the Parish Council Clerk
(clerk@southstoke.org.uk).
Cllr Bryan Urbick
editor@southstoke.org.uk
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South Stoke WI

Table Tennis, Anyone?

We met in the Village Hall on Tuesday 11th April. After
the general business and announcements, we
welcomed our guest speaker David Greenaway. He
gave a very interesting talk on how he became involved
with a hospital in Kamuli, Uganda. He also showed
pictures of the hospital and the children he and a group
of other local people are sponsoring through school and
university.
Over the past few years our
members have knitted dozens
of small tops known as 'fish &
chip jumpers' for babies born
at the hospital, so-called
because often they do not
have anything to take the baby
home in, and they are wrapped in newspaper. At the
meeting we were pleased to give him a further quantity.

All those interested, Friday May 5th from 6.30
to 9.00. It’s free this time, just drop into the
Village Hall and have
a go.
We are looking to set
up a regular session
which may or may not
be on a Friday. All
ages and abilities
welcome.
The Amenities Charity

To hire the South Stoke
Village Hall contact:

On his recent trip out to Kamuli there were four or five
doctors and nurses from the Royal Berks performing eye
surgery on some of the local people, in what they must
consider very basic conditions.
Five members celebrated their birthdays this month and
all received a card and a small gift. As usual we finished
the afternoon with a delicious tea provided by Patricia
Hawkins, Margaret Thorpe and Blondie Russell.
Our next meeting is on the 9th May in the Village Hall.
Rita Mann

Vandalism
From Goring To South Stoke
On evening of Friday April 7th and on until the early
hours there was a spate of vandalism along the Bridle
Path and into South Stoke. Fence panels were kicked
in, flower pots shattered, garden furniture was thrown
into the Thames and four chairs and two tables on the
Recreation Ground were destroyed. One of the bins
was wrenched from it’s support. The criminal damage
was reported and the Police are investigating. If you
have any concerns at any time please dial 101. If your
concerns are in South Stoke and particularly in the area
of the Recreation Ground also inform Chris Bertrand on
871835.
Chris Bertrand
Steward, Recreation Ground
candjbertrand@gmail.com

Ann Powell
872965
ann.25@virgin.net

Rubbish On The Rec
The Amenities Charity is pleased to spend money on
cutting the grass and harrowing the football pitch to
maintain a playable service so that villagers and
friends can play football.
All we ask is that users
of this facility put their
rubbish in the bins provided. On the morning of
Saturday 9th April some
people had not bothered.
Chris Bertrand
Steward, Recreation
Ground
candjbertrand@gmail.com

South Stoke 200 Club
The April draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday the 10th. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£79) – Stuart McKay
2nd Prize (£52) – Simon Courtney
3rd Prize (£26) – Catherine Rohll
The May draw will take place on Monday 15th May at
around 8.00pm in the Perch & Pike.
Our prize pot continues to grow, little-by-little, with
monthly prizes very nearly £160. We continue to seek
new participants and hope it will grow even more. To
find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club, please
contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031,
email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Speed & Volume Of Vehicle Traffic in South Stoke
Survey Conducted 23rd February - 2nd March 2017

Background
In the past few years, there have been numerous
complaints of vehicles speeding in and through the
village. On Wallingford Road, for example, there has
been 3 serious accidents in as many years – each as a
result of speeding. Though there have been no serious
injuries, there has been significant damage to property,
including the destruction of a South Stoke Parish Council
-owned bus shelter.

and weekends just over 2,000 vehicle movements per
day. 3pm-6pm tends to be the peak speeding time on
weekdays (avg 600-700 cars per day in that period, with
70% traveling over 35mph). 12noon-2pm tends to be
the peak speeding time on weekends (avg 650 cars
each weekend day in that time period, with over 70%
traveling in excess of 35mph). Interestingly, between
9pm and 7am (all days), 15% of all vehicle movements
are traveling in excess of 45mph.

In seeking solutions with both Oxford County Council
(OCC) Highways Department as well as the Thames
Valley Police, there has never been significant evidence
or resource available to permanently or significantly
address the issue. There was identified, though, the
option of the Parish Council self-funding some potential
traffic calming measures – though OCC insisted that
certain evidence must first be gathered.

Wallingford Road - South
of Cross Keys Road

As a result, the Parish Council commissioned OCC
(based on their recommendation as to the necessary
evidence required) to undertake a survey of the volume
and speed of vehicle movements. This was conducted
over the period of 23rd February through 2nd March
2017. Electronic measuring equipment was installed at
four locations:





Wallingford Road - North of Ferry Road

Wallingford Road, South of Cross Keys Road
Wallingford Road, North of Ferry Road
Ferry Road (near Crane Keep)
The Street (near South Stoke Primary School

The average speed over the survey period, going in both
directions, is 38mph, with 52% of all vehicle movements
traveling in excess of 35mph (the speed limit is 30mph.

The following are the results of that survey.

There was an average of 2,465 vehicle movements per
day. Weekdays over 2,600 vehicle movements per day,
Summary of the Results
and weekends nearly 2,100 vehicle movements per day.
In the one week period from 00:01 on 23rd February –
4pm-9pm tends to be the peak speeding time on
00:00 2nd March, there were 40,236 vehicle movements weekdays (avg 800-900 cars per day in that period, with
registered at four points at which the electronic
nearly 60% traveling over 35mph). 12noon-2pm tends
monitoring equipment was positioned. The average
to be the peak speeding time on weekends (avg 650
speed of these vehicle movements registered was
cars each weekend day in that time period, with over
38mph – this is 27% over the 30mph speed limit.
70% traveling in excess of 35mph). Between 9pm and
The most concerning roadway is Wallingford Road, with 7am (all days), 8% of all vehicle movements are
traveling in excess of 45mph.
the average speed of 39½mph (based on the 34,097
vehicle movements during the week), with nearly 60%
Wallingford Road - North of
traveling in excess of 35mph, and at certain times, 20%Ferry Lane
30% of vehicles traveling over 45mph.
Of those measured, Ferry Road and The Street do not
seem problematic roadways at the current 30mph speed
limit, but there is a strong argument that at least The
Street should have a 20mph speed limit. The road is
narrow (particularly when cars are parked on each side),
and there is a great deal of pedestrian traffic – not only
when children are travelling to/from school, but also with
the many walkers along the Ridgeway National Trail that
runs along The Street.
Wallingford Road - South of Cross Keys Road
The average speed over the survey period, going in both
directions, is 41mph, with 64% of all vehicle movements
traveling in excess of 35mph (and the speed limit is, of
course, 30mph.
There was an average of 2,406 vehicle movements per
day. Weekdays over 2,500 vehicle movements per day,
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Street - Near South Stoke Primary School
The average speed over the survey period, going in both
directions, is 24mph, with less than 1% of all vehicle
movements traveling in excess of the speed limit of
30mph.
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There was an average of 370 vehicle movements each
day, with nearly 400 each day on weekdays and just
over 200 each day on weekend days.

Next Steps
It is clear that there is a problem with speeding in and
through South Stoke, and remedies need to be found.
For enforcement of the speed limits, the Parish Council
is consulting withthe Thames Valley Police, with
suggestions sought as to ways to better enforce the
existing speed limits.

Unsurprisingly, around 9am & 3pm tend to be the peak
traffic times on weekdays (avg 30-40 cars in each
period, with nearly 60% traveling in excess of 20mph).
9pm-7pm tends to be the peak traffic on Saturday (130
cars in that period, 41% in excess of 20mph) and 10am- Traffic calming suggestions, as well as the suggestion to
2pm on Sunday (130 cars in that period, 15% in excess reduce the speed limit in the village to 20mph (at least
of 20mph).
on The Street), will be discussed with Oxford County
Council Highways. It is recommended that the local
Ferry Road - Near Crane Keep
ward Councillor’s assistance be sought hopefully to
The average speed over the survey period, going in both expedite that matter. All suggestions will be considered
directions, is 30mph, with 12% of all vehicle movements (even if street lighting might be needed), and strong
traveling in excess of 35mph (speed limit 30mph).
consideration will be given to the construction of
potential ‘pinch points’ at the entrances to the village at
There was an average of 507 vehicle movements per
on Wallingford Road (subject to OCC Highways
day. Weekdays just over 550 vehicle movements per
day, and weekends just over 380 vehicle movements per recommendations).
day. 8am-7pm tends to be the peak traffic time on
weekdays (avg 400-500 cars each day in that period,
with 12% traveling in excess of 35mph). 9am-7pm is the
peak traffic time in weekends (avg 300 cars each day in
that period, with about 7% traveling in excess of 35mph).

Funding is likely to be an issue, but it is recommended
we initially seek funding from OCC Highways, but also
look to other fund-raising, as well as potentially using
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies that will
soon be available.

Help Raise Funds For
South Stoke Amenities With

Give As You Live
We Couldn’t Do It Without You
Thank You

Our Shop Chairman, Mick Woodall and his wife Sally,
are looking forward to seeing all shop volunteers for
drinks on Sunday 14th May from 4pm – 6pm at “Church
View”, The Street, South Stoke. Volunteers are at the
heart of our every community shop and this is just one
small way we can say thank to you our team for their
continued support.

Vintage Vibe Car Boot Sale
Sunday 21st May 2017

Don’t forget folks, we are holding our Car Boot Sale on
the Rec this month on Sunday 21st May. Have a good
spring clean and come along and sell your junk, which
could very well be someone else’s treasure!
Sellers set up is from 8am and buyers entry from 9am.
Join our shop volunteers and dress up in vintage style
clothing if you fancy it!
We have a good number of vintage stall holders booked
and there will be hot bacon rolls and coffee to sustain
you as you sell and buy! The shop will also have a
plant stall as well as face painting to keep the younger
ones occupied (as well as our super playground of
course).
For those of you who have Facebook and receive our
posts, please do share our posts about this forthcoming
sale to spread the word. Email Julescostello@btinternet.com for further information.
Jules Costello, Julescostello@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Making Connections
Travel enriches and adds to everyday experiences and
these experiences provide many opportunities for
learning and insight. I t is all about making connections;
they occur all the time when the brain makes the link
between the senses and the millions of pictures stored
within its memory bank.
A silly example. A three-wheel bike passed me in
Reading, the rider sitting on his back all clad in yellow
with flags. On the helmet ‘Inebriate’ but I see another
version, something like (intebrite!) ‘Isn’t he bright?’ - a
reflection on the owner’s outfit. Clever eh!

But wait a minute. It is
also alleged that dear
William was getting at
another corrupt
politician Sir William
Gardiner………because
there are those pikes
again. Or maybe they
are zanders or sanders
ie pike-perches?
Measure words

Looks familiar

A pair of fish, a trio of
fish, a shoal, a school.
A few weeks back I took a picture of a notice about the
These are measure
fish said to be in the lakes at Sete Cidades on the island
words or collective
of Sao Miguel in the Azores. This gives the names of the
nouns and I have been
fish in four languages. Hmm………where have I seen
digging up some
this before….. not that far from my front doorway.
amazing ones.
Language reflects
culture and custom but
where have these come
from? A murmuration of starlings, an unkindness of
ravens, a gaggle of geese, a murder of crows, a
convocation of eagles, a stand of flamingoes… the list I
found goes on and on. And these are just the bird ones.
Is it just the English language and if so, how come?
As someone who likes dabbling in languages it’s
amazing the measure words in Mandarin Chinese I
came across in my evening class way back when. Here
there are over a hundred measure words and you are
supposed to learn them all. They relate to the type of
object, books, buildings, portions, rooms, etc. But
fortunately if you forget there is a general word (ge) you
can fall back on. Remember that next time you are in
Xi’an asking for a bottle of beer (before going on to the
Terracotta Warriors) but better use ping as in ‘I would
Note the Portuguese word for ‘pike’ as ‘lucio’. This is the like a bottle of beer’ (wo yao yi ping pijiu).
Northern Pike (esox lucius) and gives us a straight link to
The Reflective Traveller
Charlecote Park (National Trust) the grand 16th-century
country house east of Stratford-upon-Avon and south of
Warwick and the Lucy family. Sir Thomas Lucy (1532Spring Has Sprung In South Stoke
1600), politician and magistrate rebuilt the house there in
1558.
There is a fun and
fanciful legend that
he caught the
young
Shakespeare
poaching in the
park and the bard
supposedly
satirises Sir
Thomas as Justice
shallow in The
Merry Wives of
Windsor. Some
light punning
ensues around
luces and lice and
being louse-ridden picking up on a popular scurrilous
ballad of the time. And there they are, the pikes in Sir
Thomas Lucy’s coat of arms.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Doves having a springtime bath, surrounded by bluebells and
pink cherry blossom - photo by Reno Gatto
May 2017
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Citizen’s Advice:

Save Money On Energy Bills With Calculator
Anyone aiming to save money on energy bills can use
the Citizens Advice price comparison tool to look for a
cheaper deal, or contact their nearest Citizens Advice
for help.
Go to https://energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk for
instant access to the tool. You will be asked for your
postcode and which prices you want to compare, and
then after a few simple questions you will get an up-todate price summary which will help you choose a better
deal.

You Can’t Win Them All
You may remember, two
months ago, I suggested
growing an obscure, once
popular, Tudor vegetable
called skerrit - and,
optimistically, included a
recipe. Unfortunately not a
single seedling germinated!

Many people lose out by sticking with their energy firm's
standard tariff and never shopping
around for the best deal. As a result, Citizens Advice says, the
poorest pensioners and lowincome families in Britain are paying an extra £250 million each
year for being “loyal” customers an average of £140 a year more
for a duel fuel gas and electricity
bill than if they were on the cheapest tariff available.

In the past year I have had
to get rid of a peach tree
that brought from my
previous garden to South
Stoke. I had controlled the
peach leaf curl with
Bordeaux mixture, but that
is now banned and the poor
tree simply couldn’t cope.
I also lost my apricot tree
which suffered apricot die-back and as fast as I cut off
infected branches, the others began to wilt.
On the other hand,
it has been an
amazing Spring.
The blue abutilon I
took as a cutting
from Tanya is now
10 feet high and
covered in flowers.
The tree peony
has flowered for
the first time - two
enormous red and
white splashed blooms. Plums and greengages have
set and the clematis Montana has smothered the trellis
and climbed obligingly over the arch above the back
gate. In a few
weeks’ time,
peonies, lupins
and delphinium
should be set,
as well as some
roses.
Why not pop in
and have a
look? Our
garden is at
Bright Ravens
and is open to
visitors on Sunday 21st May at the same time as the
Vintage Car Boot Sale - the entrance is from the
Recreation Ground, so you’ll already be there!
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Heating and lighting your home are basic necessities
and Citizens Advice says energy companies aren't doing enough to inform customers about lower tariffs that
could help them to make ends meet.
For further information on subjects covered by Citizens
Advice, visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or telephone
03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For locations and opening hours
see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-southvale.
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity. Our 150 skilled volunteer advisers
and 10 staff advise over 8,000 clients each year.
Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice Bureau

Withymead Nature Reserve Needs You
Would you be interested in becoming a Trustee of the
Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust which manages two
local nature reserves - Withymead Nature Reserve and
Little Meadow, both within walking distance of South
Stoke and Goring? We are particularly looking for
someone with marketing or fund raising experience.
If you like the idea of getting involved with a local charity whose aim is to promote, protect and preserve wildlife in the local area, we would welcome your interest
and would love to hear from you. Please do contact us
if you think you may be interested.
You can find out more about us
on our website
www.withymead.co.uk or by
emailing us on
info@withymead.org
Sue Morris & Roger Wyatt
01491 872265
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John Howell, MP Writes…

May News from the Woodcote Library…

In opening this month I would like to pay tribute to those
who helped us in the terrorist attack at Westminster and
especially to add my condolences at the untimely death
of PC Keith Palmer. I also send my deepest sympathies
to the families of the others who died or were injured as
a result of this attack; all innocent people simply living
life. I join the Prime Minister in paying tribute to our
emergency services who dealt so bravely and
professionally with the situation. Of course we have
since seen a series of attacks in different countries and
each brings huge sadness. These attacks are attacks on
freedom, human rights, the rule of law and democracy.
In protection of our values and in honour of those who
have died in these attacks we will continue to defend
these values - not giving in to terror or allowing voices of
hate and evil to rule. We must echo mutual respect and
understanding as best we can in our own dealings at
home and abroad, in matters large and small.

Are you starting to think about your summer holiday?
Remember, we stock up to date travel guides right here.
We also have language packs so you can brush up or
even learn a new language before you go!

In the context of this I have been pleased to spend the
Easter Parliamentary Recess, which is now coming to an
end, meeting with people around the constituency to
discuss a range of issues. In this two week break from
the usual Parliamentary activities in Westminster there is
an opportunity to meet with groups within the
constituency especially some that meet mid-week when I
am unable to join them.

We will be closed for the Spring Bank Holidays on
Monday 1st May and Monday 29th May.

One issue that is often raised with me is that of litter
around the area, especially on the roadsides. The
Government has announced a new Litter Strategy which
sets out plans to help to tackle this anti-social behaviour.
As part of the first national Litter Strategy litter louts
could be hit with £150 fines. I am sure that this will be
welcome across the constituency and trust that our local
councils will engage fully with the initiative.

The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday
15th May at the usual time of 6pm.

Another hot topic is broadband. Despite good progress
with the roll out there are still rural areas without
provision. I am delighted at self-help local initiatives
which seek to address this. Working with Village
Networks, a group in the middle of the constituency has
been using wireless technology to connect communities.
They are being helped by Thames Valley Police who
have given permission to use some of their masts for the
necessary equipment. A huge thanks to all involved with
this innovative scheme.

The 8th-14th May is Mental Health Awareness week
and 15th-21st is Dementia Week. If you are affected by
any of those issues, we carry a full range of books that
are designed to help and provide useful advice. Just
pop in or order online.
We are lucky enough to still have regular visits on
Thursdays from our AGE UK computer buddy volunteer,
Stella. She can provide all kinds of advice and
assistance with getting online, choosing devices, setting
up emails or staying safe online. If you think that you
could benefit from a free 30 minute appointment, then
please contact the Library on 01491 682323 or
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Our popular Rhymetime sessions continue every
Thursday in term time at 10am. There will be no
Rhymetime on 1st June. Do you think that you might like
to become involved and lead a session? We are always
happy to hear from you if you enjoy reading or singing
along!

New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

Postal addresses:

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:
catherine.rohll@tesco.net

Excerpted from the mid-April 2017 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Catherine Rohll
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The Lavender Story

The Round Mounds Project

Wallingford Gardening Club

From Medieval Mottes to Prehistoric Round Mounds

At the May meeting of the Wallingford Gardening Club,
Tim Butler will talk about 'The Lavender Story'.

Dr Jim Leary will talk at the Wallingford Historical & Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about the project
'Extending Histories: From Medieval Mottes to Prehistoric
Round Mounds' which is funded by the Leverhulme Trust.

Tim Butler's talk 'The Lavender Story' will take you
through the history of Lavender cultivation, along with
the various varieties of flower. The harvesting and distilling process will be explained, together with making and
selling of the end products, which will be available for
purchase after the talk.
The Lavender Fields are at Hartley
Park Farm, in the heart of the
Hampshire countryside. Tim is the
third generation to farm this land,
having introduced English lavender
to the farm ten years ago. He values the landscape, making the
fields a local landmark - being set
against the ancient trees of the
Selborne Hanger the vibrant fields of English lavender
perfectly compliment the dense, dark woodland.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 11th May.
Visitors are very welcome (£3).

He will discuss his project that aims to discover the history
of monumental mounds in the English landscape. The project brings together evidence from detailed analytical
earthwork survey, geoarchaeological techniques and a
comprehensive dating programme to determine the date
of construction, sequence of development and environmental context of 20 castle mottes from across England.
Late Neolithic round mounds, such as Silbury Hill near
Avebury, are among the rarest and least well understood
monuments in Britain. Recent archaeological work at the
medieval Marlborough Castle motte, Wiltshire, however,
has shown it to be a reused Neolithic round mound, comparable in date to Silbury Hill. Could prehistoric round
mounds therefore be more numerous and widespread
than previously thought? Have many been hidden in plain
sight for the past thousand years? Such a link has not
been drawn before, and yet, if true, could have considerable implications for the way we understand both late Neolithic round mounds and medieval castles.
We should learn more about the Wallingford Castle motte
which has been dated between 1050 and 1150.

Isabelle Darby, 01491-836867
wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk
PS. Don't forget Wallingford Gardening Club’s Annual Plant Sale
in Wallingford Market Place on Sat 13th May, 9am to noon.

This talk will be held on Wednesday 10th May, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are
most welcome. www.twhas.org.uk

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in May 2017
May 7th

11.15am Family Service
th

11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)

st

11.15am Matins

May 14
May 21

th

May 25

8.00pm Ascension Day, Holy
Communion at St
Thomas’, Goring (UB)

th

May 28

May 1st

May Fayre
(The Street, from 12noon)

May 2nd

Prayer Meeting, all welcome
(Crossways, Ferry Road,
2.30pm)

May 5th

Table Tennis
(Village Hall, 6.30-9.00pm)

May 9th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, 2.30pm)

May 15th

200 Club May Draw
Amenities Charity
(Perch & Pike, 8.00pm)

May 17th

Coffee Morning, all welcome
(St Andrew’s Church,
10.30am - 12noon)

May 21st

Vintage Vibe Car Boot Sale
(The Rec, from 9.00am)

May 22nd

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

August 28th

Open Gardens
(Gardens throughout
the village 1pm - 6pm)

11.15am Holy Communion
Common Worship

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
You will have noted the appeal for an automatic
clock winder for the Church Clock that was published
in the South Stoke Newsletter. A special account
has been opened at the TSB in Goring: “South
Stoke Church Clock Appeal”. A Church Faculty
application is being prepared. The Church is very
pleased with the local interest in this project.
Michael Codner & Harry Hogg

A Night At The Museum
Wallingford Museum will have a special one-off evening
opening at half price (Adults £2.50, children free as
usual), on Friday 19th May (6pm to
9pm) offering a chance to see our
current exhibitions and also take a
look 'behind the scenes' at a time
when we are usually closed. You
can also find out more about how
the museum is run and what opportunities there are to
join the team of volunteers!

Save The Date:
Agatha Christie Weekend
The fourth Agatha Christie Weekend
will be held throughout Wallingford and
Cholsey from Friday 8th to Sunday 10th
Sept 2017.

www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

This is an event which is growing each
year and attracts tourists from afar as
well as being of interest to local residents.

Next Issue

Volunteers are now planning the events, and anyone
will be welcome to support the organising group in making this another successful occasion. Last year's programme can still be viewed online at:
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk/agatha-christieweekend.
If you would like to be involved, please contact Judy
Dewey on 01491 651127 or judy@piepowder.co.uk
Judy Dewey
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the June issue: Sunday 21st May 2017.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.

May 2017

16

