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A New Council For A Better Oxfordshire
We are writing to update you on our proposal for a single unitary council for Oxfordshire and to let you know
that South Oxfordshire and Vale
of White Horse District Council
and Oxfordshire County Council
have jointly submitted a final proposal to the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government for consideration.

The Secretary of State is unlikely to comment on the
proposal during the ‘purdah’ period leading up to the
county council elections on
Thursday 4 May. Thereafter he
may indicate his view of the proposal, and could invite views from
local and national stakeholders
before making a final decision.
If successful, representatives
from all six councils in Oxfordshire would be asked to work together to manage the transition to
a new council. Work has already
started developing an approach
that would enable the councils to
work together effectively.

The proposal makes the case for
abolishing the existing two-tier
structure of six councils and replacing them with one new council for Oxfordshire. It has been
updated to
take into account the views from
residents and other local organisations, particularly in relation to
strengthening local democracy
and accountability.

The proposal called: A new council for a Better Oxfordshire and is
available to read on
the www.betteroxfordshire.org website along
with a joint statement from the
three council Leaders.

We believe that local government
reorganisation is vital to protect
council services as central government funding is reduced, and
to secure the investment in infrastructure needed to support sustainable economic growth in Oxfordshire.

(All are encouraged to review the
plans. This is the biggest change
to local government in Oxfordshire in decades. - Editor)

We want decisions to be taken as locally as possible.
Our proposal envisages 15-20 Area Executive Boards,
centred on the main market towns of Oxfordshire and
involving surrounding villages, and with several such
boards within Oxford City.
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David Hill
Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse District Council
Peter Clark
Chief Executive of Oxfordshire County Council
Many thanks to Neil
Aldridge and his minidigger. He very kindly dug
out the ditch below the
railway bridge on Cross
Keys Road which had silted up once more. This
should keep the floods
away for the rest of the
year at least!
Cllr. Chris Bertrand
cbertrandpc@gmail.com
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Help Raise Funds For
South Stoke Amenities With

Recreation Ground Update
Moles - As anyone who has visited the rec over the last
few months will know the moles have covered the area
around the shop with mud. We have made strenuous
efforts to get rid of them and Mark Hathaway is still trying to catch the last one. Once he is gone it is the intention is to lay fresh grass seed on the mud patches and
this will mean restricting access for a little while as the
new seed gets established.

Give As You Live

The Orange Path - The curved path that edges the
play area and the areas around the benches are in
need of attention. Weeds on the one hand and rabbits
on the other have made quite a mess. Work to return
this to its original condition will begin soon.
Football Pitch - The soil round the goalmouths has
been backfilled but it is probably not worth sowing any
grass seed here. At least it is at the same level as the
rest now! Despite our efforts to fill the rabbit holes they
simply dig them again so all users please take care.
The football pitch will be harrowed again soon to try to
keep it as playable a surface as possible.
Trees and Flowers - The daffodils we planted on the
rec two years ago have almost all come up blind. The
trees in the same area have barely grown since the big
planting several years ago. The soil is simply too dry
and too exhausted. Any suggestions as to what we do
about this are very welcome. The apple trees on the
other hand seem fine and they have now been fed and
mulched.
Pruning - Thanks to Robert Small and Michael Saunders with the valuable assistance of Jamie Turner the
trees by the railway have been pruned and smartened
up.
Chris Bertrand
Steward, South Stoke Recreation Ground
candjbertrand@gmail.com

Filming In Cross Keys Road
We only became aware a few days beforehand that Rattling Stick Films Ltd had applied to Oxfordshire County
Council Highways for permission to hold-up vehicular traffic – for no more than a few minutes at a time – to carry
out filming of a TV commercial advert under the Cross
Keys railway bridge on Wednesday 8th March.

South Stoke Historical Society
Film Evening
Martin Bullock has kindly allowed us to host a showing
of his wonderful films of past events in the village on
FRIDAY APRIL 7TH IN THE VILLAGE HALL. Doors
open at 7.30 p.m. Admission £4.00.
They used most of the day to do the filming. Due to the
upheaval caused, Mr John Lockwood, Location Manager
for the film company suggested that the company would
like to make a £300 donation to a worthwhile cause of the
Parish Council’s choosing. The Parish Council decided to
ask the company to donate to the new project to electrify
the winding of the St Andrew’s church clock.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

If you have never seen these films you are in for a real
treat; they depict the village as it was some years ago
and you will recognise many familiar faces.
You will also have the opportunity to become a member
of the South Stoke Historical Society if you have not
already done so and join the programme of talks and
visits that are planned for later in the year.
Janet Jones
Secretary, South Stoke Historical Society
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South Stoke WI

From The Amenities Charity

As usual there was a good turnout for the March
meeting of South Stoke W.I. Members with birthdays
during the month receive a card and a small gift.
General business and announcements were followed by
our guest speaker who was from OXSAR the Lowland
Search and Rescue Service. Oxfordshire Berkshire and
Buckinghamshire work together with the main focus on
helping people who are
missing or in the case of
flooding in need of rescue.
This is a little known
organisation and probably like
many of us you assume that all
searches are conducted by the
police. Al, our speaker, is a
paramedic who also works on a voluntary basis for
OXSAR.
Over 320,000 people go missing in this country every
year ranging across all age groups and for many
different reasons including mental health, depression as
well as arguments within families. OXSAR works with
The Thames Valley Police as well as Fire and Rescue
Services. They are called out by the Police after their
initial search for a missing person is unsuccessful.
Members were astonished to hear that everyone within
the organisation is a volunteer. They are unpaid and
also have to fund their own personal equipment. Just
one bag of dry equipment costs over £2,000. They also
need wet equipment to use in flood conditions or where
rivers or waterways are involved. OXSAR receives no
Government funding - it is a Charity and relies on
donations and fund raising. Volunteers are highly
trained individuals who can be called upon by other
search and rescue teams across the country if their
particular skills are required.

It seems early to be thinking about the May Fayre!
However, the Amenities Charity would be very grateful
if you could let them have any WHITE ELEPHANTS,
Books, CDs and DVDs for their stall this year. So,
when you are 'spring cleaning', please remember us.
Please deliver any bits to me, Jacqui, at Bright Ravens, phone 871835, or bring along on the day. Many
thanks in advance.
The charity has purchased a table tennis table to be
used by the village. We will be having our first try out on
Monday 3rd April at 7.30 pm.in the Village Hall. So do
come along and have a go (see below).
I must say how brilliant the daffodils planted along the
village verges are. As I enjoy them and think of spring,
I also want to thank the lovely villagers who planted
them for our pleasure and delight. Thank you whoever
you are.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

WE WILL OFFICIALLY
BE CHRISTENING OUR
NEW TABLE TENNIS
TABLE ON MONDAY
3RD APRIL AT 7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Please come along if you
are interested in playing
table tennis at any level.

To hire the South Stoke
Village Hall contact:

This was a very inspiring and uplifting talk about a group
of individuals using their skills to help the community
they live in.
South Stoke WI meets on the second Tuesday of the
month in the Village Hall at 2.15pm. Guests are always
warmly welcomed so why not try before you buy and
come along to a meeting and see for yourself. Members
take it in turns each month to provide afternoon tea.
This month’s scrumptious tea was supplied by Suzanne
Small, Pat Burroughs and Liz Harrison.

Ann Powell
872965
ann.25@virgin.net

South Stoke 200 Club
The March draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Wednesday the 15th. The lucky winners this month
were:
1st Prize (£79) – Mick Woodall
2nd Prize (£53) – David Jennings
3rd Prize (£27) – Derek Mansfield

Margaret Boorne

Primary School Playground Update
I can confirm that the final part of the remedial works to
the playground (re-painting of galvanised steel works)
will commence during the Easter holidays. The school
premises will be open for the builders from Monday
10th April until Friday 21st April.
The school expects these works to be completed by the
21st April, weather permitting, and we hope that any
disruption to residents will be minimal.
Best wishes and thank you for your continued support.
Amanda Rogers
Head Teacher
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The April draw will take place on Monday 10th April at
around 9.30pm in the Perch & Pike after the Amenities
Charity meeting.
Our prize pot continues to grow, little-by-little, with
monthly prizes very nearly £160. We continue to seek
new participants and hope it will grow even more. To
find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club, please
contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031,
email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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Open Gardens 2017 - August Bank Holiday
For the past 97 years, generations of villagers have
worked, played and noted the time of day to the chimes
of the village clock sited on the tower of St Andrew’s
Church. All the while, and unknown to many, a succession of clock winders including Fred Broadway and Eric
Small have made a weekly visit to the church tower.
Using a large cranking handle, heavy weights have
been wound 30 feet up via steel ropes in order to keep
the clock working. George Druce and his son Kevin
have carried out this role now for over 20 years.

The success of Open Gardens is very much dependant
on the weather. Last year was sunny and warm and we
raised nearly £3000. 2014 and 2015 were both wet and
windy, and a fraction of that amount was collected. We
are hoping that with a sunny afternoon and maybe a few
extra generous donations we will be able to install a new
winder ahead of the clock’s 100th birthday.

Since South Stoke had its first Open Gardens afternoon
about 25 years ago the money raised has been split between St Andrew’s Church and a variety of causes including well known charities such as Help for Heroes,
Sue Ryder and Air Ambulance. Over the last few years
funds have been divided between the church and the
Amenities Charity to be put towards specific expenses
for instance heating repairs and new windows at the Village Hall or towards general village maintenance such
as cutting the grass at the Recreation Ground.

As in previous years the Flower Festival will be held in
St Andrew’s Church over the Bank Holiday weekend.
Open Gardens will run from 1 until 6 on Monday 28th
August while tea and cake will by served by the WI in
the Village Hall. There will be the added bonus of tours
of the clock tower at the church during Monday afternoon.

This year we would like to put the money raised from
Open Gardens towards bringing the village clock into
the 21st Century with the installation of an automatic
electric winder. Based on quotes received to date this
will cost around £5,000.

We hope that the village community as well as regular
and new garden openers will be happy to support this
cause.

Please contact Angela Exley at angela.m.exley@btinternet.com or Jane Newton at
jane.n@btinternet.com if you are interested in opening
your garden or able to help with selling tickets or directing car parking on the day. Please contact Robert Small
at robandsue1975@btinternet.com if you would like further information about the village clock.
Angela Exley & Jane Newton

Housing & Employment In South Oxfordshire
SODC are holding four public drop-in consultation meetings across the South Oxfordshire District during the month of
April, including one local to South Stoke - it will be held in Wallingford at the Regal Centre, between 3pm & 7pm on Friday 7th April – see notice below. This will be an opportunity for anyone to go and look at Central Government’s housing
targets for the District up to 2033, see SODC’s current development thinking as to how they can best meet these targets
and for you to input your feedback on same.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667, roy@rmcmillan.com
---

South Oxfordshire Local Plan - Second Preferred Options consultation
South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) would like your help to plan for how they deal with the need for new
houses and employment in South Oxfordshire.
They will shortly publish the latest draft of their new Local Plan which explains where, and why, they consider new
houses and employment should be located up until the year 2033. It also explains how they will raise money to
provide infrastructure for things like roads, schools, leisure centres, parks and shops.
Public consultation
You can read the draft Local Plan on the council’s website from Wednesday 29 March at www.southoxon.gov.uk/
localplan. You’ll also be able to find out more information about the plan, including details on how to provide your
feedback. Paper copies of the plan will be available at libraries across the district as well as at SODC’s office during usual opening hours.
The Local Plan will be available for you to comment on for seven weeks until 17th May 2017 – the standard consultation period has been extended by one week to allow for the Easter holiday. SODC is also holding some dropin events where you can come and view the plans for yourselves and ask any questions you might have.
Drop-in events





Didcot - Cornerstone, 1pm – 7pm on Wednesday 5 April 2017
Wallingford - Regal Centre, 3pm – 7pm on Friday 7 April 2017
Thame – Barns Centre, 10am – 4pm on Saturday 8 April 2017
Henley – The Christ Church Centre, 10am - 4pm on Saturday 22 April 2017

For more information, please email planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk or call 01235 422600.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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May Fayre 2017
Plans are progressing for the May Fayre which falls on
1st May this year.
If you are new to the village, firstly welcome. Secondly,
this is a wonderful event that takes over The Street between the Perch and Pike and Ferry Road. The event is
organised by the Parents Association of South Stoke
Primary School and raises funds to supplement the children’s education as well as providing for extra curricula
activities.
In addition to the craft stalls, games and activities, entertainment, etc, Simon and Sofie have organised entertainment at the Perch and Pike to be towards the end
of the day. I am also pleased to announce the new addition of an Art Exhibition in St Andrew’s Church. If you
or your friends have any classic cars/bikes/steam engines/tractors/etc, and would like to show them off at
the May Fayre, please contact Christopher Jones on
07933 584964
As usual we will be setting up on the morning of Bank
Holiday Monday and the usual street closures will be in
force. I will be writing to affected residents nearer the
time.
With recent government budgetary constraints, it is
more and more important that these fund raising events
organised by the PA are a success.
If you would like a stall at the Fayre, it’s not too late.
please send an email to clarewortley@mac.com. I hope
the weather is beautiful and that you all have a wonderful bank holiday.

Thames Valley Police In South Stoke
‘Have Your Say’ Meeting

PCSO Mark Bell – the Thames Valley Police PCSO
tasked with “looking after” South Stoke as well as several other villages nearby, has advised that he is going
to re-start regular ‘Have Your Say’ meetings in the village.
The first one of these meetings will be held at the Community Shop on the Rec on Monday 24th April, between
11am & 12 noon.
If you have any security concerns, or feel that there is
any matter where the Police could help – please go and
talk to Mark.
Cllr Roy McMillan
South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667 roy@rmcmillan.com

Phil Wortley
Chair, South Stoke School Parents Association
philwortley@mac.com

Chilterns Walking Festival
There are lots of hikes, guided tours and special events
available to book as part of the first Chilterns Walking
Festival, which will run every Spring and Autumn for
three years. More details are available and bookings
are being taken now at www.visitchilterns.co.uk/
walkingfest. Hold the date for the next one which will
run from 18 September - 1 October 2017!
The Chilterns Conservation Board

Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 6th April
The Village Hall – Starting At 8pm

This is the once a year occasion when Parishioners are
able to study reports from all the Parish’s activity groups
and to hear and question speakers from some of the key
village organisations.
Apart from the Parish Council, this year, in addition to the
written reports, we would hope to have, amongst others,
short verbal presentations from representatives of each of:





The Amenities Charity
The School
The County Council and South Oxfordshire District
Council
The Railway Action Group (RAG)

South Stoke Parish Newsletter




The Village Hall & Community Shop joint facility subcommittee
The Housing Development sub-committee

Refreshments will be served after the formal part of the
meeting.
Please make a note of this date in your diary, and please
do try and attend. This year, much more than in many recent years, we are on the cusp of some major village developments and your input will be much appreciated.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
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Withymead Nature Reserve
Loddon Lily Open Days

Please come and visit us at Withymead to see the rare
Loddon Lily and enjoy our 22 acre riverside reserve.
We have one of the largest sites of the Loddon Lily in
the UK. The Loddon lilies will be in flower during the
latter half of April and throughout May.
With a small garden, one of the problems is how to keep
a level of interest and variety all year round. Using
plants in pots is a great help in achieving this.
A standard clay pot has a classic look but can get too
hot if left in direct sunlight and will need more attention
to ensure that it has not dried out. Conversely, for many
plants, a single drainage hole is not enough to prevent
waterlogging. However, it is less likely to get blown
over than a plastic pot.
Ceramic glazed pots are more likely to survive the
frosts, but in many cases, the pots themselves can
outshine the plants in them - or may even be better
looking when empty!
I like to use pots just as containers and the more
unobtrusive the better. That’s why I prefer black plastic
pots. They are lighter and easier to move and when
placed in an herbaceous border the pots disappear.
There is a lot to do in the garden at the moment but try
not to be so overwhelmed that you forget to plan for the
summer. For example now is a good time to take
fuchsia cuttings or if you don’t already have any fuchsia
plants the time to buy young plants. If anyone comes
across a good calendar that includes monthly gardening
tasks -the reminder can be very handy

We will be open to see the Loddon Lilies on:
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays from April 16th
(Easter Sunday) to the end of May, from 2pm - 5pm
each day.
Cream teas will be served throughout the summer at the
Withymead Study Centre on:
Sunday 30th April
Sunday 28th May
Sunday 25th June
Sunday 30th July
Sunday 27th August
01491 872265
info@withymead.org
www.withymead.org
Bridle Way, Goring-on-Thames, RG8 0HS
Withymead is owned and managed by The Anne
Carpmael Charitable Trust.

Fuchsias have the
most amazing and
spectacular flowers
but ideally the flowers
should be viewed
from below- not
always easy to
achieve - hanging
baskets do this
beautifully.
I have a problemWHERE CAN I GET
A GOOD QUALITY
ALL PURPOSE
COMPOST? I used to get it from Wear’s Nursery just
before you get to Root One but they no longer do it.
Everywhere else that I have tried both peat-based and
non-peat-based, the germination is erratic and the large
unsifted bits are a nuisance. Despite the different
labels, every compost seems to be owned by Bowers! I
tried searching online and found a company called Mr
Watmore. They delivered a pallet of easy to handle
bags of compost that is great as a soil improver and to
mix in with some of my own soil to make a potting
compost but is quite unsuitable for seeds. The compost
from Wears did this and was suitable for seeds as well.
Perhaps I have to accept that I need to buy seed
compost specifically…? Suggestions are welcome.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

To find out more visit: www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
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Springing Forward
Finally, the daffodils are out and at the time of writing, we
are about to Spring Forward into British Summer Time.
Hallelujah!
As we all take advantage of the longer days, it’s time to
spruce up the garden to get it ready for the summer season. From now we hope to have regular deliveries of potted plants and perennials that have proved so incredibly
popular last year. The prices are very competitive and we
often sell out very quickly. If you are a Facebook user,
search The Shop at South Stoke as I will post regular notices about the plants and flowers as they arrive and hopefully, that way, people will not be too disappointed.

venture, Bumblebee Cider. James grew up in the West
Country and they have started a new business selling
Bumblebee cider & Bumblebee Non-Alcoholic Rose Bubbly; both of which are now on sale in the shop. James &
Tim are donating a share of their profits to the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust.
We are busy planning our Car Boot Sale with a Vintage
Vibe for Sunday 21st May. We have been publicising this
event via social media and the response has been very
positive. We all have clutter we need to get rid off, and as
its now Spring, what better
time for clear out?!? The
car boot sale opens to
sellers at 8am and buyers’
entry will be from 9am.

The Shop committee and volunteers have been busy over
the last month setting up the new till system called
‘EposNow’. Despite a few teething problems, the majority
of volunteers have reported they find it much more straight- We have been asked as to
forward to use. We can now offer contactless payment as whether we would like vintage cars to come along to
well for goods purchased at the shop.
the event. We would be
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your
delighted for any vintage car
patience and understanding through this transitionary periowners to bring their vehiod. We are definitely on the home-straight now and we
cles along and if we have
couldn’t have done it without the volunteers support. Parenough interest we will creticular thanks must go to Geoff Ward and Sue Sarjent who
ate an area designated for
have worked very hard behind the scenes to set up the
them. If you would like to
new till. Also, David and Nicky Kennedy and Sue Taylor
bring your car along, please
have done an excellent job of supporting volunteers to enemail me Julescostello@btinternet.com
sure they were supported through their first few shifts.
As well as the shop being open for the duration of the boot
We are delighted to be
sale, we will need helpers to organise the car parking and
welcoming a new supplier,
to direct traffic. We will also be offering hot bacon rolls and
Chiltern Charcuterie, to
other snacks and will need a good supply of ‘Vintage Volour shop this month.
unteers’ to help on the day. We hope as many of you as
Based in North Dean,
possible will enter into the spirit and at least have a nod
Buckinghamshire, Chiltern
towards a vintage outfit. I will be posting regular costume
Charcuterie is a leading
inspiration pics on Facebook so look out for them! If you
Artisan producer with
are able to help please do email me on the address above
award-winning salamis
or let me know when you are next in the shop. All we need
and air dried charcuterie.
now is good weather! Hopefully the sun will shine for us
Located on a small farm,
but we will be doing a 24 hour advance weather check and
they cure, smoke and air
if the forecast is very poor/wet we will sadly have to cancel
dry all their own products.
and re-organise. We will notify the village via Facebook &
They take pride in sourcemail so please check these on the 20th May or call the
ing their meat from local independent farms who can supshop.
ply them with high quality Free Range Pork, Grass Fed
Lastly, the shop committee have reviewed our weekend
Beef & Lamb. All their Wild Venison is ethically sourced.
opening hours slightly and decided to make opening a little
Chiltern Charcuterie products are perfect for choice as part
later at the weekends.
of an antipasti selection for those lovely summer evenings
Saturdays 8.30am – 5.00pm
we can now look forward to.
Sunday 9.00am – 12 noon
We also have two
new additions to our
Jules Costello
drinks range.
Julescostello@btinternet.com
Those of you who
were familiar with the
Easter Opening Hours:
former landlords of
Good Friday 9am - noon.
The Catherine Wheel
Easter Saturday 8.30 - noon.
pub in Goring (James
Easter Sunday - CLOSED
Dawe & Tim Schulz)
Easter Bank Holiday
may have already
Monday - 9am - noon
heard of their new
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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The Future Of Our Village Hall & Community Shop
As you know, a sub-committee of the Parish Council
(PC) started work last October, to address the possibility
of combining - what had been up to then two separate
development projects – the two above village facilities
within one purpose-built new building.
This first phase of the sub-committee’s work culminated
in an open evening presentation on 10th February of
their findings which led into a consultation on Parishioners views as to how to proceed.
As well as registering the views of those who attended
this open evening, a questionnaire response form was
delivered to every house in the Parish, and further forms
were made available to parishioners attending the Housing Development Group’s open day on 4th March.
The results of this consultation, which closed on 17th
March, and the subsequent related recommendations,
were given to the PC by the leader of the sub-committee
– Geoff Ward – in a report at the March meeting of the
PC on the 20th.
A copy of this report is shown below, and following that
you will find details of the PC’s decision on the report’s
recommendations.

The sub-committee’s report
We have had a good level of response to our consultation event and questionnaire. 115 responses, 34 at the
event and 81 after the event.
The Consultation was well publicised
We advertised the event widely with notices in the
Newsletter, mail drop through every letterbox as well as
electronic and social media reminders. Following the
event we have again publicised the call for completed
questionnaires with an article and forms in the Newsletter, forms through every letterbox and further social media prompts.
The event itself was well attended despite it snowing.
There were 51 people signed in from 36 different houses in the village.

Conclusions from the Responses
The majority of respondents favoured a combined Hall
and Shop building.
Over 50% of respondents favoured the Hall being on the
Recreation Ground with the majority favouring a site
near the existing shop.
There was good support for the building being on The
Glebe.
There would be sufficient support for a combined building on either the Recreation Ground or on The Glebe.
Recommendations
The village shop derives significant revenue from people
visiting the playground on the Recreation Ground. The
shop board have always stated that they would recommend the shop to be near the playground even if that
meant moving the playground to be near the shop. This
will maximise revenues to the shop allowing it to continue to be self-funding.
If the shop and the playground were moved from the
Recreation Ground there would be very little use for the
Recreation Ground apart from the annual bonfire and
firework display. Which would be a concern.
The Hall and Shop sub-committee have not engaged in
conversation with the landowner of the Glebe. We do
not know whether there is scope to put the hall and shop
on the Glebe as the village does not own the land.
If the Housing Development group, working with the
landowner of the Glebe, has sufficient space for the hall
and shop, and the relocated playground, then this would
be a good solution given adequate parking and access
off the Wallingford Road.
If the decision is to go for the hall and shop on the Recreation Ground, then we would suggest that, if possible,
addition land is purchased to widen the access road. We
would also recommend that a parking area be identified
on the Glebe to take the majority of cars for hall-users
parking.

A lot of attention paid to the displays on the hall walls.
Presentations were listened to and there were a number Next Steps
of questions asked throughout the evening. There were If the Parish Council supports our recommendation then
no specific demands or conclusions from the audience. our next steps would include:
Consultation Responses
 Early discussions with SODC on the combined hall
and shop plan asking for an extension to the shop’s
We had a good level of response from Chapel Close,
temporary – already extended and due to expire in
The Street, and Cross Keys Road. There was a poor
March 2019 - planning permission
level of response from The Gardens, and South Bank.

Engaging an architect to draw up outline plans
There was only one response from outside the village.

Working on designs to attract support and grants –
84 responses (73%) were in favour of a combined hall
efficiency, sustainability, community involvement,
and shop building while 29 responses (25.2%) favoured
community use etc.
separate buildings. The responses regarding the siting:
 Working towards the submission of a planning application
LocaƟon
Count
%
 More detailed work on cost models
RecreaƟon Ground near the Shop
51
43.2%
 Funding opportunities
RecreaƟon Ground near Railway
10
8.5%
 Communication plans to keep the village informed
The Glebe
The Park
ExisƟng Hall site
Total

45
4
8
118

38.1%
3.4%
6.8%
100.0%

Geoff Ward, Maurice Scarratt, David Kennedy, Chris
Bertrand, Ann Powell
(Continued on next page)

Note that a few people indicated support for more than one option.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Citizen’s Advice:

The Future Of Our Village Hall & Community Shop
(continued from previous page)

Are You Entitled To Sick Pay?

Parish Council’s decision
In view of the consultation results, the Parish Council
decided in favour of the Recreation Ground - close to
the existing Shop premises - as being the best location
for this proposed new joint facility building. They asked
the sub-committee to proceed as per the outlined Next
Steps. In addition, the sub-committee was asked to investigate and report back as soon as possible on the
likely initial costs of the next phase (e.g. Pre-planning
advice, architect’s fees, etc).
The PC thanked Mr Ward and his fellow sub-committee
members for their work to-date.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667 …. roy@rmcmillan.com

People often ask us for advice on sick pay they haven’t
received but to which they thought they were entitled.
It seems that some unscrupulous employers avoid paying sick pay to people who are too ill to work. They do
this by using tactics such as taking them off rotas and
cutting their wages.
People are entitled to be paid if they are off work for
four working days or more and earn more than £112 a
week. However, some employers are exploiting the
confusion surrounding the rules on statutory sick pay
and occupational sick pay.
Tactics often used by employers include:



'Excavations At St Brieuc, Brittany An Iron Age Town?'
Tim Allen will talk at the Wallingford Historical & Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about the archaeological excavations at St Brieuc, Brittany.
Tim is Senior Project Manager at Oxford Archaeology
Limited and has directed and written up archaeological
excavations for OA for over 30 years. He has also directed research excavations and surveys built around
public participation for the Earth
Trust at Little Wittenham.
In 2009-10 Oxford Archaeology excavated a major late Iron Age settlement at Tregueux, near to St Brieuc
Brittany in advance of road construction. Stretching over nearly
1km, this consisted of a defensive
enclosure, an unique monumental timber courtyard
building, a series of metalled roads and a very large
settlement parcelled up by drainage ditches and with a
series of wells along its line. This is one of very few
such `agglomerated settlements', as the French describe them, in NW France, and mark the start of the
emergence of towns in Brittany. It also provides an important contrast to late Iron Age settlement in Southern
England.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 12th April, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are
most welcome.
www.twhas.org.uk



Cancelling staff shifts after they call in sick, so that it
looks as if they aren't intended to be working;
Reducing staff members’ working hours so they don't
meet the £112 threshold;
Saying that a GP's note is needed for even a few
days off. In fact, people can actually self-certify for up
to seven days.

Statutory Sick Pay is the Government’s minimum level of pay for
employees who are absent from
work due to illness. To qualify, the
employee must earn at least £112
per week and provide proof of
sickness for absence exceeding 7
days. Occupational Sick Pay is
where an organisation chooses to provide sick pay that
is more generous than the statutory minimum.
With the cold and flu season still under way, Citizens
Advice is urging people who are too ill to work to check
their sick pay eligibility and to seek advice if their employer won't pay.
For further help, visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk, telephone 03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For locations and opening hours see
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice Bureau

Wallingford Castle
& Town History Walks
By popular demand on Saturday 8th April, two historic
guided walks have been arranged, which will be led by
Judy Dewey (local historian and Museum curator).
At 11am there will be a Castle history walk, followed by
a Town history walk at 2.30pm. Each walk lasts about 2
hours, and start at the Museum. There is a charge of £6
for each walk, or do both walks for a bargain £10
[unsuitable for dogs!]
So, why not immerse yourself in the town's fascinating
local history for the whole day and also visit the new
'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story', 'Pettits: past to
present' and 'Ways to Wallingford' exhibitions at the
Museum.

Many parishioners attended the consultation on Housing Development in
South Stoke on 4th March. Details in pgs 11-18 of this Newsletter.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Housing Development In South Stoke
Your Chance to Have a Final Say

Following the successful Open Day at the Village Hall on Saturday 4th March, the South
Stoke Housing Development Steering Group would like to ensure that anyone in the Parish that is 16
years old and over, who could not attend the event or has not yet completed an Exit Poll form and wants to
voice an opinion on possible future housing development, can still do so.
If you have access to the internet you can find the full Open Day presentation on the Parish Council website http://www.southstoke.org.uk/14-2/sshdp/. There is also a downloadable Exit Poll questionnaire/form on the
site where you can register your preference of a number of possible options, rank key factors that are important to
you for any development and add comments on any other issues you feel need further attention. The form also
requires you to fill in your full name and full address - this is now a necessity to ensure that forms aren't duplicated;
any forms which are illegible or without this information will, of necessity, have to be discarded.
For those who do not have access to the internet we have provided a summary of the presentation material at the
end of this article together with a form that may be cut out of the Newsletter for you to complete.
Once the form is completed please could you leave it at one of the following places - the absolute final date for this
drop-off will be Friday 7th April.



the Village Shop
the Perch and Pike or at one or other of the Steering Group Member's houses i.e.:
 Ian Haslam (Kates Cottage, The Street),
 Stuart McKay (Devonshire House, The Street),
 Diana Hathaway (9 Glebe Cottages, Wallingford Rd),
 Phil Wortley (Cavendish Cottage, Ferry Rd),
 Neil Proctor (The Malt House, The Street)
 Roy McMillan (By-field, Cross Keys Rd)

If after this we conclude that there are any Parish addresses that haven't sent in any completed form(s) we will
hand-deliver to, and attempt to hand-collect from, each of these homes, a copy of the summary and a copy of the
questionnaire/Exit Poll form. This will take place during the 7 day period commencing Sunday 9th April, and ending
Saturday 15th April.
The absolute end date for this consultation will be Saturday 15th April.
A summary of the results will be published shortly afterwards, together with any further considerations that result
from the comments received, and recommendations on the way forward will subsequently be made to the Parish
Council.
South Stoke Housing Development Plan Steering Group

Summary Of Presentation Material
Introduction

in a change with regards to Small Villages (which South
Stoke is considered) from a policy of infill only to one
that would have a target over the next 16 years of an
extra 5% of housing stock – for South Stoke this would
be 11-12 houses.

Following Village Plan meetings in early 2015, the Parish Council agreed to ask Councillor McMillan to lead a
Housing Development Steering Group to consider how
the village should proceed with the changing local legislation, land-owner approaches and the views of parish- There have been approaches to the Parish Council and
discussions with land-owners regarding possible develioners.
opment. The Diocese has agreed to work with the ParA questionnaire survey was carried out in South Stoke
ish Council to explore a development of the Glebe Field.
Parish between September and November 2015 to reThey have informed us that this will only be done with
view the desire for any development in South Stoke, the the agreement of the Parish Council and that there
type of housing, the location of any housing and the
could be significant benefits on or off site to help village
community schemes that should benefit from any fund- Community Projects depending on the amount of develing that development might provide. 59% of the reopment. They want to work with the Parish in terms of
spondents favoured some development in South Stoke. layout, design, open space and number of dwellings.
If an incentive were added, a further 14% then also favoured development. There was a strong preference for Savills (Christchurch’s agents) has also approached the
Parish Council with a view to exploring possible develany housing to be affordable, starter or small/medium
opments on their land. This includes infill areas along
family housing with the preferred sites to be either infill
The Street and Ferry Rd and along the western end of
sites or on the Glebe Field – see detailed results later.
South Bank between the railway and the Bridleway. The
There have been changes proposed to Government and owners of significant tracts of land outside the village ie
District policy on Housing which, if enacted, would result Ducker Land, are not proposing any developments on
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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ble buildings

their land in the near future.

Options – see later for details

Potential Benefits
There are possible benefits to the village for development projects in terms of funding, contributions to infrastructure and agreements on land – these are highly
dependent on the size of any development.
The Diocese in particular has said that it would be willing to contribute a portion of the funds realised from any
development on the Glebe Field towards improved onsite infrastructure costs and other village community infrastructure projects eg village shop, village hall, bus
services, new parking areas, road widening. This could
include transfer of land or property to the Parish Council
as part of a larger planning permission. There are also
benefits from market housing and affordable housing
development in terms of Community Infrastructure Levy
- a planning charge to help deliver infrastructure to support the development of their area – and Section 106
agreements which help fund affordable housing and
infrastructure costs (but are not enforceable for developments of 10-units or less).

Development Considerations
In terms of any development in the Village the Steering
Group has made it clear in discussions that any new
development should:

Options have been generated by the Steering Group for
consideration by the village and the Parish Council:
Option 1 - Meet District Council targets by infill projects
(5-6 houses) and limited non-infill development (6 houses on Glebe)
Option 2 - Infill Sites plus Glebe Development of 16
houses
Option 3 - Infill Sites plus Glebe Development of 25
houses
A further choice can be made on the Exit Poll/
Questionnaire ie ‘Other’ which may be selected and
then clarified in the Comments Section.

What happens after the Consultation?
In the short term the Steering Group will consider feedback and voting from the Open Day and later submissions and determine whether results demonstrate a
clear way forward. They will also consider the ranking of
key aspects of any developments and review the comments made on the forms, as well as possible further
discussions with those most affected by the development.

If there is a clear way forward in terms of the voting then
this will be taken forward as recommendation to the Parish Council. If the results are indecisive then the Steer˗ enhance the character and attractiveness of the village ing Group will also report this back to the Parish Coun˗ be sympathetic to the existing designs prevalent in the cil, with any recommendation as to what to do next.
village
˗ add to the feeling of community we have in the village If the Parish Council approves a positive recommenda˗ prevent further unwanted development, especially in a tion, then negotiations will commence with the Diocese
in terms of detailed layout, detailed design, contributions
piecemeal fashion
˗ be linked to the raising of funds for village projects, but to village infrastructure projects, and any protection arrangements for future/further developments on this
not dependent on it
piece of ground. This will include the results of the rank˗ be based on the conclusions of the 2015 Housing
Questionnaire with regards to type of housing and loca- ing exercise, any further aspects derived from comments made on the exit poll documents and any further
tion of housing
˗ be supported by the majority of South Stoke parishion- considerations suggested by local residents.
ers
In the longer term, if an acceptable plan is reached and
˗ aim to allow South Stoke village and parish to be sus- planning approval is forthcoming indicative timing of the
tainable in terms of its present and future destart of development could be by early 2018 with a demographics and its facilities
sire to complete building work by end 2019.
˗ incorporate the latest guidance on green and sustaina-

Questionnaire Results
(from late 2015 Villagewide Survey)

What is the overall support for housing development in
the village, and if there were an incentive would
respondents alter their opinion?

290 completed questionnaires were received from an
estimated 414 eligible participants - i.e. residents in the
parish aged 16 years or older
(based on 2011 census) - this
means 70% of eligible residents in South Stoke completed the questionnaire.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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If respondents favoured housing development in South Stoke, which type or types of housing would they prefer to see?

In terms of location of any housing that had to be built, or which respondents might wish to
support, which sites should be considered?

If there were an incentive for the village, which items from the Village Plan Refresh Project
list should that funding be put towards?

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Current view of the Glebe Field from Wallingford Road (the B4009)

General Outline Of Infill Sites & The Glebe Field

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Option 1 - Meet District Council Targets By Infill Projects (5 - 6 Houses)
& Limited Non-Infill Development (6 Houses On Glebe)
Plan of possible development layout

Pros

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Option 2 - Infill Sites Plus Glebe Development Of 16 houses
Plan of possible development layout

Pros
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Option 3 - Infill Sites Plus Glebe Development of 25 houses
Plan of possible development layout

Pros
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April News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
In addition to the national and international issues hitting
headlines of late there have been some important local
issues raised with me. This month I would like to focus on
these.
A number of constituents across the area have contacted
me about school funding and I fully appreciate the
concerns. Funding for schools in the constituency has been
an issue that I have pursued over some time. In the last
couple of years I have support the F40 fair funding
campaign, I have petitioned parliament, I have arranged
meetings with local school heads with fellow MPs and have
myself raised the issues with Ministers. On this latest issue
I am personally meeting with the Secretary of State to
discuss the situation with her. At the time of writing this
meeting has not taken place. I will report back on my
website for those interested in following up.
In a meeting with local farmers the issue of hare coursing
has again come to the fore. We have discussed this with
the Police and I am pleased with the action they propose to
take. I also raised the issue in the House of Commons
during debate this month. My principal concern is the threat
that hare coursing poses to farming communities. I am
pleased to have had confirmation from the Local Police
Superintendent that this is a priority on which they are
working on behalf of our farmers.
Improving air quality is a concern for Government and we
have some hotspots in this constituency. I took part in a
recent debate in the House of Commons on low emission
vehicles which brought home their importance to air quality
issues. We are currently meeting the limits of most air
pollutants but are struggling to meet the target for nitrogen
dioxide. Sadly this is not just a British problem but one
spread across sixteen other countries in the EU. The
principle cause of nitrogen dioxide emissions is transport
and in response to this Government is spending over £2
billion on green transport initiatives including the early
market for ultra-low emission vehicles in the period to
2020.
The state of our roads is another hot topic and thus I am
pleased that local road-users will benefit in 2017/18 from a
dedicated £1,315,000 pothole fund. This cash is part of a
£1.2 billion fund for local roads that is being allocated to
councils to repair and rebuild transport links. There is more
good news too with an award of £239,000 to Oxfordshire
for schemes to improve road journeys with a focus on users
suffering with some form of disability.

So we have sprung forward into early summer. The
lighter evening and longer days are finally here!
Did you know that the Library now hosts the weekly
Health Visitors baby clinic? Whilst we are not open to
the general public, the Library will be open between
9.30 and 10.30am on Wednesday’s just for the mums
and babies attending the clinic.
This year, the Library WILL be open on Easter Saturday
15th April. However, we will be closed for the Easter
Bank Holiday on Friday 14th and Monday 17th April and
also the early May Bank Holiday on Monday 1st May.
There is a new Library Services e-newsletter where you
can keep up with all our news, features, recommended
books, activities and more! Sign up to receive the enewsletter using the following link:
http://tinyurl.com/nannewu
There will be no meeting of the adult book club on 17th
April, due to the Bank Holiday. The next meeting date
will be Monday 15th May at the usual time of 6pm.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions are continuing every
term time Thursday at 10am. (so not 13th or 20th April).
Come along with your under 5 for stories, songs, rhyme
and fun!
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676

If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:

Postal addresses:

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-March 2017 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Wallingford Gardening Club

Regular Guided Wallingford
History Walks Now On Offer!

Bordering On Insanity:
Creating An All-Year-Round Border

At the April meeting of the Wallingford Gardening Club, Timothy
Walker will talk about 'Bordering on Insanity - creating an allyear-round border'. This is the Club's prestigious annual 'Bill
Baker Memorial Lecture'.
This talk looks exclusively at the herbaceous border in Timothy's wife’s garden and covers the principles and practicalities to be adopted
when trying to create a border that is interesting all-year-round. It concludes
with a look at a collection of must-have
plants for such a border.
From 1986 to 2014 Timothy worked at
the University of Oxford Botanic Garden
& Harcourt Arboretum (OBGHA), firstly
as General Foreman, and finally as Director. Between 1992 and 2000 the OBGHA won 4 gold, 2 silver-gilt, and one silver medal at the Chelsea Flower Show London. Since 1986 he has given more than 1500 talks to more
than 100,000 people in gardening clubs and horticultural societies!
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church, Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 13th April.
Visitors are very welcome (£3).
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867, wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk

By popular demand, you can now join a Guided
Historic Town Walk on any Saturday morning,
from mid-April until the end-September starting
from beneath the Town Hall at 11.00am. Walks
last 1 - 2 hours and cost £5 per head, money
which will be donated to support Wallingford Museum.
These are general walks covering the rich history
of our town, but also touching on the links with
Agatha Christie and 'Midsomer Murders'. They
will appeal to residents and visitors alike.
There’s no need to book, just turn up at the Town
Hall at 11.00am on any Saturday from 15 April
until 30 Sept.
If you’d like to organise a Town Walk like this for
your group / society / school at a different time,
then please contact Philip Burton on 01491836200 or pburton6@talktalk.net
Alternatively, more specialist history walks can be
offered by arrangement - an in-depth view of the
Town or Castle, or of Agatha Christie's 42 years
in the town, etc - tailored to your group's interests. (These walks can also be combined with a
visit to Wallingford Museum). To pursue this option, please contact Judy Dewey on 01491651127 or judy@piepowder.co.uk

A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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When is the last time you
changed your hair?

“look good, feel amazing.” At The Marvellous Hair Co we don’t believe in average hairdressing, it is our aim to make
you look great and feel “marvellous’
from the moment you walk in until the
last second you walk out, with a hairstyle you can easily handle yourself at
home.

Ready to restyle your hair?

Dial our salon number and speak to one
of our professional hair experts, mention
this advert and receive 10% off your
very first visit.

01491 873160

2 The Arcade, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AY
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Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in April 2017
April 2nd
April 9th
April 13th

April 14th

April 15th
April 16

th

April 23rd

April 30th

11.15am Family Service, followed by
12.00pm Church AGM
11.15am Palm Sunday
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00pm Maundy Thursday, Holy
Communion with Foot
Washing at St Thomas’
Goring
2.00pm Good Friday Meditation at
St Thomas’ Goring
3.15pm Open Air Witness
at Goring Lock
6.00pm Compline Service at
St Andrew’s
8.00pm Easter Eve Vigil at
St Mary’s Streatley
11.00am Easter Day Family
Service followed by
Holy Communion
11.15am Confirmation Service with
Bishop Colin Fletcher (at
St Andrew’s, joined by
St Mary’s Streatley)
10.30am United Benefice Service
at St Thomas’ Goring (no
service at St Andrew’s)

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 4th April. The
Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 19th April at
10.30am-12noon, St Andrew’s Church.

April 3rd

Table Tennis
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

April 6th

Annual Parish Meeting
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

April 7th

South Stoke Historical
Society Film Evening
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

April 11th

Women’s Institute
(Village Hall, from 2.15pm)

April 15th

End date for Housing
Development in South
Stoke Consultation
(see pgs 11-18)

April 18th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

May 1st

May Fayre
(The Street, from 12noon)

August 28th

Open Gardens
(Gardens throughout
the village 1pm - 6pm)

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Michael Codner & Harry Hogg

Never miss your bin day again!
You can stay up to date with recycling and waste collections with Binzone – the new web-app from South Oxfordshire and Vale of White District Councils is available at
www.southoxon.gov.uk/binzone. Just by typing in your
postcode and selecting your address, you’ll find out what
day your bin will be emptied, and most importantly which
colour bins are due to be emptied next.

Next Issue
Donation For Memorial Lilies
St Andrew’s Church For Easter

Donations are being accepted for Memorial Lilies to
decorate St Andrew’s Church for Easter. Please give
your donation to Jean Dixon, Little Haffet, Cross Keys
Road. This is an excellent opportunity for a remembrance, and any amount is gratefully received.
Sina Shaw, 872052
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the May issue: Sunday 23rd April 2017.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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