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There’s A Lot Going On...
We have great fortune to live in such a beautiful place.
It’s not just our often stunning, picturesque views and
the incredible nature, but also we have the good fortune
to live in such a lovely community as well.
It certainly cannot be said that we live in a sleepy, complacent village - far from it. And the coming months will
push even further the plans for a few projects that are
intended to make our place even better for those who
live here, now and for the future.
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Notice Of Road Closure
B4009 Wallingford Road
29th March 2017
Take note, the Wallingford Road will be closed in South
Stoke for one day on Wednesday 29th March for BT
overhead works to be conducted. Alternative routes
have been suggested on the notice. The firm doing the
works is A Plant Lux, and if you want more information,
please contact them on 03700 500792.

Last month we had a consultation on the Shop to look
at options for a permanent building, and with that, the
potential opportunities for a new Village Hall. There is
still chance to consider the plans and share your views
(see pages 3 & 4 in this newsletter). This month we
need to share our views on the potential housing development in the Parish - to help find a responsible way to
bring new homes, and ultimately new people, into our
fold.
All this work screams for more ‘hands on the ground’ to
help - yes - but importantly, it also will best thrive with
direction provided being based on the collective views
of all of us. Certainly if you are minded to get involved
in the work that needs to be done to bring these plans
to fruition, please step up and make yourself known.
But to make the best decisions for our future, we would
like everyone to have a look at the plans and share
their views and suggestions.
We look forward to seeing you at the various consultations and Parish meetings. It will be exciting to see
these plans for the Shop, the Hall and Development in
the parish unfold, and the decisions made. We will, of
course, report the progress in future newsletters.
Hopefully you will feel that you were part of it by, at
least, contributing your thoughts and views.

Some Articles In This Month’s Issue...

Housing Development In South Stoke
Page 2
Shop/Village Hall: What Do You Think? Pages 3-4
Perch & Pike Quiz Night Review
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Page 13
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Thank You
I would like to say a really big thank you to Jules and
the team at the Community Shop for looking after me
when I was so poorly over Christmas and New Year.
I didn't want the shop, but now thank goodness for it!
Thank you to all the volunteers who were so kind and
even brought my groceries right to my back door.
Use it - because you never know when you might need
it!
Marcella Scott
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Housing Development In South Stoke
You are invited to come to the Village Hall on Saturday 4th March, at any time between 10.00am and 4.00pm
and give us your opinion on the future of housing development in the Village.

Following the Parish-wide questionnaire and survey in 2015 which showed a majority of Parishioners in favour of
some kind of new housing development, several options will be on display. The presentation primarily will be by
way of wall charts, supplemented by short verbal presentations on every half-past-the-hour. Tea and coffee will be
available, and members of the Housing Development Project Steering Group (SG) will be on hand, all day, to answer questions.
It is important that as many of you as possible attend this Open Day as, based on the options chosen, the SG
hope to be in a position to recommend a way forward to the Parish Council by the end of March.
Since the Spring of 2015, following the Village Plan Refresh exercise, and the related request by the Parish Council for Housing Development in the Parish to be addressed, the SG (a Parish Council sub-committee) has been
researching this subject.
The SG’s first Parish consultation, held in September 2015, resulted in the following summary majority results – a
yes to:





A number of small to medium size new houses
Some of these to be of the affordable and starter-home type
Favoured location being the Glebe field, with small in-fill in other parts of the village, where appropriate
An even bigger majority were in favour if such a development resulted in further funds to help other infrastructure developments in and for the Parish, e.g., bus service improvement, Village Hall renewal and/or Community
Shop renewal.

Current view of the Glebe Field

Since this consultation the SG has been working closely with:






Local large land-owners, particularly the Diocese of Oxford who own the Glebe field
South Oxfordshire District Council Planning Department (SODC), particularly related to current planning regulations and demand for new housing
Community First Oxfordshire (CFO), particularly related to advice on planning matters and Neighbourhood
Plans, etc.
The Chilterns Conservation Board (CCB), particularly related to restrictions on housing development in this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

We have now reached the stage, in agreement with the Diocese, whereby we can show parishioners a housing
development vision for the Parish, and within this, three options for the Glebe field. We would welcome - and indeed need - your opinion and your comments.
Please put a note in your calendar and join us - for at least a few minutes - in the Village Hall on Saturday

4th March, anytime between 10.00am and 4.00pm.

Roy McMillan, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council and the Steering Group
07770 592667 – roy@rmcmillan.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Fundraising For Our Village Facilities
Sign Up To ‘Give As You Live’

Work is now underway regarding the requirements for a new Village Hall (and permanent Community Shop). You
can read the latest news about the project below.
Suffice to say that considerable funds will need to be raised to bring the project to fruition and you can do your bit
for your village in a variety of ways.
South Stoke Village Hall & Recreation Ground Charity is responsible for the Village Hall and already runs
the Village 200 Club as a means of raising money. In addition, as a registered charity, it can claim Gift Aid on any
eligible donations, either one-off lump
sums or regular monthly amounts.
As an extra fundraising channel the
charity is now registered with ‘Give As
You Live’, which means that your
online shopping can also contrite to the
fund-raising programme.
If you shop online it’s very simple. Create a ‘Give As You Live’ ID, log in, link your ID to the South Stoke Village
Hall & Recreation Ground Charity and then access your desired outlet (Amazon, John Lewis, Argos, Debenhams,
Tesco, Curry’s/PC World, Ebay, Apple etc., etc., etc., – there are more than 4000!!). You can then shop and pay in
the usual way. Shopping like this could generate 1-5% of the amount that you spend as a donation to the village and at no cost to you.
To find out more either go to https://www.giveasyoulive.com/howitworks or contact the Charity Treasurer, Mark
Taylor on 01491-872670 (h), 07985922031 (m) or by email at lavath.taylors@btinternet.com
Mark Taylor
Treasurer, South Stoke Village Hall & Recreation Ground Charity
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com

Shop/Village Hall: What Do You Think?
Many thanks to those villagers who came along to the village hall on Friday 10th February to our presentation
about the future possibilities for the two facilities. There was an excellent turn out - particularly considering the
weather - of just over 50. Nonetheless, though we were pleased to see so many interested villagers, we are
acutely aware that this is only a small proportion of the total. The village hall and the shop are potentially of interest to everyone.
What do you think?
A great deal of detail was presented to look carefully at the requirements, the restrictions and the needs of a new
village hall.
Consideration was given to the two facilities being combined but also to remaining separate.
There are essentially three choices:





Leave the village hall as it stands and build a new shop on the recreation ground.
[This is only delaying the inevitable but is not impossible. Although we have been told that it is not worth
spending large sums on the hall, it is not about to fall down.]
Build a joint facility somewhere
Build the new shop on the recreation ground and a new hall somewhere

Somewhere could be:




On the Recreation Ground- either close to where the shop is now or down by the railway
On The Park
On the Glebe field

Please have a look at the materials shared at the consultation on the 10th. They are available on our Parish website: http://www.southstoke.org.uk/14-2/hall-shop-consultation/.
Much depends on what the village decides to do by way of developing housing on the Glebe field as this could
have significant impact on the site and on potential funding for village amenities. Don’t miss the presentation on
Saturday the 4th March! More details elsewhere in this newsletter.
Please see on the next page, a form for you to complete and share your views. Please cut it out, complete it and
return it to the shop or send a copy by e-mail to Geoff Ward.
Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Please return this form to:
The Shop, Attention of Geoff Ward - OR - scan and e-mail to geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke WI
We held our Annual Meeting on Tuesday 14th February,
and the current committee were re-elected. Megan
Joslyn our treasurer read the financial statement which
was adopted, and Janet Steel read the Annual Report.
After the formal part of the meeting we held a beetle
drive - this turned out to be a very amusing afternoon.
We were pleased to start the year by welcoming a new
member. We also
celebrated three birthdays
this month and enjoyed a
delicious tea provided by
Moria Randall, Dorothy Price
and Jan McGhee. We
finished the afternoon with a
raffle, and Maureen Palmer
won the Flower of the Month competition.
Our next meeting is Tuesday 14th March, in the Village
Hall from 2.00pm.
Rita Mann

From The Amenities Charity

There is a lot of interest in the village with regards to
new hall and shop, but in the meantime we will be
maintaining what we have until we have something
else!
Recreation Ground. You will have noticed we have
a massive problem with moles!! Evidently this is a
cross-country problem. Until now, Mark Hathaway has
very kindly managed the odd mole. This year, though,
the problem is so great we have had to get back up.
The problem is providing very difficult to manage, the
moles so far are winning!

Perch & Pike Quiz Night:
An Excellent Evening
On Monday 30th January Paul Stevens and the Perch
and Pike treated us to a great quiz evening.
There really were questions for everybody and it was
entirely possible to get a big round nothing on one
round and score 100% on the next! It was good to be
given the questions in a written format too - no worries
about dodgy microphones and endless repeats. It
meant you could enjoy the company and nip to the bar
{ or the loo!} without missing anything.
Great to see the Pub packed and good to have Simon
and the team so actively involved.
I think Paul may have missed his vocation - like the
best of teachers he made sure that everyone was given
lots of positives and he was so generous that hardly
any team [if any] went away without winning a prize or
being given a gift.

Village Hall. Unfortunately Robert and regular hall
users are still finding lights left on, water heaters left on
and the other day the Gents toilet sink tap was left running on full gush!! We are asking that Whoever opens
the hall door is the person responsible for checking that
everything in the hall is in order. Robert has put check
lists around, please look at them and make sure all
items are ticked off before you leave the hall. THIS IS
IMPORTANT.

The curry was good too: detailed flavours and stylish
presentation although - for those of us who remember that pile of crazy crispy poppadoms was missing.
Raised glasses to Val.

Good News. Within the month we will have a table
tennis table in the hall! We have already had some interest and we are hoping to start up a TTTime/club maybe early on a Friday evening. Please look out for
details. Organisers and help gratefully received.

South Stoke 200 Club

There are other events in the planning so watch this
space - and enjoy using our lovely Rec and much loved
village hall.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

To hire the South Stoke
Village Hall contact:
Ann Powell
872965
ann.25@virgin.net
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

All-in-all, a huge success - with only one question remaining: when’s the next?
Chris Bertrand

The February draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday the 13th. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£79) – Sarah Willingham
2nd Prize (£53) – Martin Thompson
3rd Prize (£27) – Susan Rampton
The March draw will take place on Wednesday 15 h
March at around 8.00pm in the Perch & Pike.
Our prize pot continues to grow, little-by-little, with
monthly prizes nearing £160. We continue to seek
new participants, so hope it will grow even more. To
find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club, please
contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 / 07985922031,
email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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Going Forward Buses CIC
The photo, below, was taken outside Goring Station on
Saturday 18th February with one of two former Go Ride
mini-buses which Mike
Ward has purchased.
Mike has now purchased a third secondhand mini-bus from an
operator in Cornwall,
and is currently researching the needs,
viability and permissions required for operating another local
bus route to give other
rural villages in South
Oxfordshire a much
needed public
transport service.

Please do support this local enterprise and vital local
bus service/company – by using the 134 bus as often as
you can and encourage
others to do so, too! This
way it will be more likely
to remain and provide the
much needed service.

Stop Press! 21.02.2017
Please note that as from
this date, each service
from South Stoke to Goring will no longer run direct to Goring Station, but
will instead cross the railway bridge into Goring
and turn left down Red
Cross Road and Station
Road - past the Surgery,
Library and the Catherine
He has also entered
Wheel Pub – and then
Mike Ward, Director and Terry Bailey, Supervisor/Head Driver
into a trial agreement
turn down the High Street
Going Forward Buses CIC
with Simon at the
to Goring Village Hall and
Perch & Pike, whereby
take a right turn into Thames Road, Glebe Ride and
passengers from Goring or Wallingford can obtain a
Cleeve Road, and back into the High Street, before tersmall discount on pub food bills.
minating at the Station. Anyone travelling from South
South Stoke Parish Council is extremely grateful to Mike Stoke wishing to catch a train – and if short of time - can
of course disembark outside the other side of the station
for stepping in, seamlessly taking over, and improving,
at the junction of Red Cross Road and Station Road and
the 134 timetable when Go Ride pulled the plug on its
walk over the station footbridge to the booking-office
Oxfordshire bus routes on 28th January this year.
side of the station.
Going Forward Buses is registered as a Community Interest Company (CIC) which means that it operates un- The route for all services from Goring Station to South
Stoke will however continue as is.
der a special licence from the Traffic Commissioners
and is not for profit, with any surplus monies made over Cllr Roy McMillan
and above operating costs being put back into strength- Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
ening the company.
07770592667 – roy@rmcmillan.com

Parish Council Vacancy

Traffic Survey Update

As some of you will already know, Chris Bertrand has
decided to stand-down as a Parish Councillor at the
Council’s 2017 Annual General Meeting on Monday
17th May. We will be sad to lose Chris’ input to the
Council, as his interest in, and involvement with all aspects of village life has been immense since the time he
and Jacqui arrived in our midst a few years ago.

By the time this goes to press, we are hoping that traffic
survey equipment will be positioned around the village
for a traffic survey of the main B4009, Ferry Road, and
the Street.

We do, however, need to find a replacement. This is
particularly important because there are two major projects facing the Parish Council over the coming months
and years: Housing
Development and how
to replace both our
temporary Community
Shop and our ageing
Village Hall.
Would anyone who is interested in filling this vacancy
please contact me in the first instance, and I will be
pleased to run through the not-very-arduous aspects of
being a Councillor in a small Parish such as ours.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667 – roy@rmcmillan.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The survey is to ascertain the speed of vehicles passing through around the village at certain times of the
day. After this we will have a consultation with Oxfordshire County Council, and hopefully the Police, to discuss what calming measures are achievable.
The survey will last 1 week, and started on Wednesday
the 22nd February 2017.
The Police carry out regular speed checks on Wallingford Road, and we hope to cross refer our data with
theirs, but we understand that as the village does not
have any street lighting the calming measures available
will be limited. We will, though, be looking at every
available option and how it can be funded.
If you have any feedback, question or ideas, please feel
free to contact me on 07909 229500 or e mail
mick@mwbrokers.co.uk
Cllr Mick Walsh
mick@mwbrokers.co.uk, 07909 229500
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Heading Off The Hedra
Note, that’s ivy to you and me - and there is (or was) a
lot of it on both sides of Ferry Lane. Ivy collects on trees
and acts as a windbreak with possible falling branches
and a potential safety hazard to road users. There is
however considerably less of it now following a Thurs-

cise within a social and community context. There are
now more than 70 similar groups nation wide.
Under the watchful eye of Parish Councillor Chris Bertrand,
we clipped and lopped, piled wheelbarrows (many thanks
Kate and Steve for said loan), carted away, raked and carried. After an early inauspicious start with heavy rain the
downpour eased as we took coffee by the slipway and
enjoyed our customary cake break (South Stoke Community shop very useful). Not really a plug, but if a bit of

day morning session by Sonning Common Green Gym,
a group of local conservation volunteers. The group
hold work sessions twice a week at a dozen different
sites all over South Oxfordshire, engaging in a range of
tasks from putting in styles to scrub clearance, from
hedge-laying to pond clearance. Clients include primary healthy exercise and social chat appeals come and join
schools, the Forestry Commission, nursing homes, the
us. You never know where all that bending and stretchNational Trust, Natural England and heritage authorities. ing will take you!
Sonning Common Green Gym was founded in the midMichael Saunders
1990s the inspiration of Dr William Bird, a GP in the
michaelbsaunders@yahoo.co.uk
Health Centre primarily to encourage purposeful exer-

South Oxfordshire District Council Freezes Council Tax

At the Council meeting on 16th February, South Oxfordshire District Council agreed to freeze its council tax rate for the
second year running. With these freezes, and having also reduced its council tax in previous years, South Oxfordshire
remains one of the most cost effective and efficient local authorities in the country.
In setting its budget the council included significant additional investment in car parking, support for the regeneration of
Berinsfield and funding to help provide accommodation for rough sleepers.
More than £1,000,000 in grants is being made available to support community projects, such as improvements to village
halls and providing new sports areas.
The district council will also invest a further £500,000 over the next two years to help deliver Superfast Broadband to
more communities across the district.
To help raise further funds for local voluntary and community groups the council will introduce a new local lottery
scheme during 2017 giving residents the opportunity to win while raising money for a chosen cause or general good
cause fund. Almost £99,000 will also go towards increasing volunteering and volunteering opportunities across the district. This local lottery scheme will be a weekly lottery that will directly support good causes that benefit the community
of South Oxfordshire. The money raised through the scheme will be spent on providing essential support to a wide
range of local organisations.
New volunteering funding will provide resources to help get more people in the district volunteering. There will be a new
grant scheme to encourage people to take up volunteering where costs may be a barrier, such as sports coaching qualifications or insurance costs for volunteer drivers, and there will also be new support to facilitate volunteering through the
development of an online brokerage service to link potential volunteers with volunteering opportunities.
Cllr Jane Murphy, Cabinet Member for Finance at South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “I am very pleased that despite tough budget conditions we are able to continue to offer over a million pounds to help community projects in our
towns and villages. We’re also launching the new local lottery and working to increase volunteering in order to provide
extra support.
Communications Team
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils
01235 422400, communications@southandvale.gov.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Historical Society
Dovecote Visits

Sunday 12 February offered a cold wind on a misty day
for the first visit of the newly re-established village history society to the dovecote in Streatley (by kind permission of Philip
and Rebecca
Joisce).
This is a remarkable building possibly
dating back to
the medieval
period with Tudor alterations
using locally
Members and friends outside the Streatley dovecote
produced
bricks. Dovecotes were purpose built to
encourage
nesting birds.
They provided
a valuable food
source with
their eggs and
nestlings or
squabs through
the winter
months espeThe Streatley dovecote
cially. The
Streatley dovecote had 350
nest boxes built
into the round
walls either
with an E- or
an L-shaped
profile to give
security from
predators and
with a sloping
entry preventing eggs rolling Interior showing potence and gibbet
out.

centrally place and the latter a horizontal beam rotating
as the potence turned. A ladder would be placed against
the gibbet to enable access to the nesting boxes at all
levels.
The top lantern to allow birds to come in and go out has
been carefully restored by the owners using traditional
methods and materials. This includes the unusual and
picturesque dormer window.
Closer to home we visited the South Stoke dovecote (by
kind permission of Ian and Lesley Millar).

Outside the South Stoke dovecote

This is a much larger dovecote with originally some
1500 nest boxes with an oculus or circular bird entry on
all four sides. The building is an imposing edifice with a
cross transept tiled roof and dating back to at least the
17th century. A South Stoke dovecote possibly on or
near this site is likely to date back to the preReformation period when South Stoke was a property of
the Benedictine monks of Eynsham Abbey. The Benedictines were limited to eating white meats.
Our South Stoke party consisted of 16 with 6 from Goring. These visits were much appreciated by those attending and we hope they are a prelude to interesting
events in the future.

Astonishingly and very rare this dovecote has the poMichael Saunders and Linda Gatto
tence and gibbet still in situ. The former is a vertical pole michaelbsaunders@yahoo.co.uk, l.gatto@btinternet.com

Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 6th April
The Village Hall – Starting At 8pm

This is the once a year occasion when Parishioners are
able to study reports from all the Parish’s activity groups
and to hear and question speakers from some of the key
village organisations.
Apart from the Parish Council, this year, in addition to the
written reports, we would hope to have, amongst others,
short verbal presentations from representatives of each of:





The Amenities Charity
The School
The County Council and South Oxfordshire District
Council
The Railway Action Group (RAG)

South Stoke Parish Newsletter




The Village Hall & Community Shop joint facility subcommittee
The Housing Development sub-committee

Refreshments will be served after the formal part of the
meeting.
Please make a note of this date in your diary, and please
do try and attend. This year, much more than in many recent years, we are on the cusp of some major village developments and your input will be much appreciated.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667 – roy@rmcmillan.com
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New Till System Is Up And Running
As those of you who are volunteers will already know,
we have had a new till system installed at the shop.
Our old system was no longer supported and the equipment was becoming quite old in computer terms, which
in IT terms is pretty outdated with a higher risk of failing.
The Board selected a new till system called Epos Now.
This system is highly recommended for small businesses such as ours and indeed Mary Queen of Shops
(Mary Portas) recommends this machine very highly.

Image courtesy of Pixaby

SAVE THE DATE
Car Boot Sale With A Vintage Vibe

Before we committed to this system a number of the
committee members who are regular volunteers in the
shop visited another community shop and saw the till in
action. Apparently, it is very similar in style to our current till so we are not envisaging any major hurdles with
re-training.

Sunday 21st May 2017

We are still
in the early
On Sunday 21 May 2017 the shop will be holding a Car stages of
Boot Sale with a vintage vibe on the recreation ground. getting used
Clear out your garage or loft! Your junk could be some- to the new
one else’s retro, vintage or antique treasure! Join in the till system at
spirit of the day and dress the family up in Vintage style time of writdress if you wish (not compulsory!) and enjoy a browse. ing. We
have set up
We will be selling hot snacks and drinks and the shop
will remain open for the duration of the event. There will a shadow
be face painting available for youngsters as well as the system to
ensure that
fabulous park to keep them amused whilst you sell,
all shop volshop or both!
unteers are
For those of you with Facebook it would be great if you
with another
would like our page. Search for The Shop at South
member of staff to show them ropes for their first shift at
Stoke or by going to https://www.facebook.com/
the shop so volunteers will not be left alone with the new
ShopAtSouthStoke and spread the word about the car
system until they are comfortable. I am pleased to say,
boot sale to family and friends.
in the first few days of trading with the new system, most
volunteers have got to grips with the new system really
The small print:
well and the changes are not huge.
8.00am - Sellers
entry & set up.
As you can imagine, its not been an easy or straightforSellers Fees:
ward task to switch us over to the new system and parCars £8.00 Cars
ticular thanks go to Geoff Ward who has beavered bewith trailers/
hind the scenes to ensure the transition was as smooth
small vans
as possible. Thanks also to Sue Sarjent and Sue Taylor
£12.00. SORRY
who have given their time to learn the new system and
NO LARGE
the back office requirements.
VANS OR LORTo reiterate, if any volunteer is concerned about back-up
RIES
for their shift please do not hesitate to contact me on
9.00am - Gates Image courtesy of Old Timer @ Pixaby
julescostello@btinternet.com.
open to buyers £2.00 pp. Under 16s free. For further
Jules Costello
information email Julescostello@btinternet.com.
st
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Gardening and cookery column in one this month!
If you have yet to plant any seeds now is the prime time to do so. Sweet peas and all sorts of annuals need
starting off now if they are to be ready for the summer. It’s probably already too late for aubergines and peppers,
and tomatoes need starting soon, but, apart from the more tender things like corgettes which need the weather
to be warmer, March is the seed sowing time.
One seed I am trying to grow this year is a plant very popular in Tudor times and almost unheard of these days.
It’s called skerrit. It’s
a root crop that
apparently tastes a bit
like a cross between a
carrot and a parsnip.
The roots are best
eaten when the plant is
dormant during the
winter, as in the spring,

the roots
become
woody and
covered with
small hairs.
Lack of
moisture can
also make
the root more
fibrous. The
plant prefers
sandy and
moist soil.
[How is that
combination
possible?!]
As far as I
can gather
skerrit is not
easy to grow
when planted
directly in the soil but neither does it like having its roots disturbed so here is a
tip for any plants where that is the case…
Collect the inner tubes of toilet rolls, fill them with compost, plant a single seed
in each and once they reach a reasonable size, plant the whole thing directly in the ground.
To whet your appetite for growing this unusual vegetable, see above for a Medieval recipe - courtesy of
Wikipedia.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Thoughts From The Reflective Traveller: The Juicy Bits
not 8am and 6pm but 8a and 6p. Good point, why not
drop the ‘m’ it is understood anyway. However, we do
stick to ‘post’ and ‘ante meridiem’ nice bit of Latin how
archaic is that?
Terms like pm and am, Exit, WC and even the road sign
‘Stop’ seem to be ubiquitous ’non-words’. A motorist was
reported as failing to stop at a road junction in France
with the word ‘Stop’ on the road and was exonerated
claiming it was a foreign word he did not understand. In
Buenos Aires they do use, unexpectedly, instead of
‘Stop’ ‘Pare’ the Spanish word. A reaction against linguistic colonialism?
This reflects my
Here’s a bit of op-ed to add to my feuilleton.
thoughts, shared here,
Wouldn’t it be good if in the EU we had local cultural inon how culture, a prod- dividualism but general and pragmatic answers to comuct of geology, climate
mon issues and problems. The things that work in one
and historical circumcountry spread around elsewhere. Yes we have some
stances, dictates a local of course, blue and white for motorways and so on but
approach to a problem, my wish list would include:
an issue or a human
-cats’ eyes on French minor roads (how useful they are
imperative common to
in UK)
all. It’s a bit like having
-black and yellow road signs as in Germany rural areas
many words for snow,
giving best colour contrast
oranges are more cen-those laconic ‘in’ and ‘out’ signs on Belgian and Dutch
tral to Spain than they
motorway service stations (no uncertainty here)
are to the British. We
Here it comes, the dreaded term ‘cultural globalisation’
can’t grow them.
how far, how much, how useful?
South American SpanScene. I am having a coffee in the airport at Larnaca,
ish and Castilian Span- Cyprus. The waitress clears the table. I thank her in
ish, American English and British English, a cultural ex- Greek. She answers in Greek then adds in English,
pression of language shift. I always feel this is cutting
‘even if it is not my own language’. ‘What are you then?’
the corners throwing off useless and unrequired bits
I ask. ‘Bulgarian’ she says.
never challenged before. Example. We are on an American cruise ship with the programme timings and I notice The Reflective Traveller
I was recently in a Buenos Aires hotel bar ordering an
orange juice. Yes really. Well one had already done the
Malbec that fashionable Argentine red wine smoothie.
Now an orange juice is an orange juice you might think
and it comes to us pure or ‘with bits’ (see pic below). But
not quite so easy here. Summoning up my Spanishbased-on-school-Latin I request a ‘zumo de naranja’. It
comes, very sweet and well, juicy. But the bar list says
‘jugo de naranja’ and so I try that one. Mmm……well
about same thing. My friend explains thus, zumo or sumo is pulp included, jugo is no pulp. So there.

Chilterns Conservation Board

Withymead Needs You!
Would you be interested in becoming a Trustee of the Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust which manages two local nature reserves Withymead Nature Reserve and Little Meadow, both within walking
distance of Goring? We are particularly looking to replace our Treasurer, who has moved away from the area and is standing down after
over 10 years involvement with the Charity. We are also looking for
potential Trustees with legal or marketing experience.
If you like the idea of getting involved with
a local charity whose aim is to promote,
protect and preserve wildlife in the local
area, we would welcome your interest and
would love to hear from you.

Defra is seeking to appoint a new member
to the Chiltern’s Conservation Board.
This is a fantastic opportunity to play a
leading role in championing our protected
landscape. We would be particularly interested to hear from people with links
to business but applications are welcome
from all backgrounds.
For more information on this important role
and how to apply go to https://
publicappointments.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
and search for ‘Conservation Board’.
There are a number of Board positions
available across the country, and the Chiltern’s CB is one.

Please do contact us if you think you may
be interested. You can find out more
about us on our website
www.withymead.co.uk or by emailing us
on info@withymead.org

The job posting closes 22nd March at
12.00noon.

If you would like to talk to our Chairman,
Rebecca Joisce - please phone 07778
968554.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Taking The Cure For Lent?
Does that refer an extended period of recovery on the Swiss Riviera, a fashionable and delightful convalescence
for early twentieth century English people? Or perhaps to me receiving therapies? Cures can be offered, but
aren’t always taken…and sometimes there is no effective cure.
So, what did the Bishop mean, when, in making me vicar of these parishes, he said to me … “receive this cure of
souls, which is both yours and mine.”? It does at least explain why I am the Curate of these parishes and my
colleagues are assistant Curates.
But, not everyone believes they have a soul. And those who do, don’t always
choose to take care of their soul; but for those who do wish to, as Lent approaches, may I commend the Archbishop of Canterbury’s first book, a reflection for
Lent on our relationship with wealth/mammon, in which he suggests it
tends to deceive us and make us selfish, whilst a healthy relationship with mammon, can lead us to liberty and the joy of giving which bring so much more love
and grace. At various points in the book, Welby pauses to encourage us to apply the discussion to ourselves by asking questions on which we may reflect.
Archbishop Justin Welby’s book is called “Dethroning Mammon”. Copies are
available for £8 in Goring, Streatley and South Stoke churches, just inside the
door. If we run out, do call me at the Vicarage- 875651 – to place an order and
so that we may restock the churches.
If you would like to discuss matters raised by the book, I will be in Goring
church (St Thomas’) at 8pm on Mondays, 20th March and 3rd April for 45
minutes.
So, shall we take the cure together? And so to Lent …, which begins on
Ash Wednesday, 1st March. Will you join me this Lent in working to improve our relationship with wealth by learning Jesus’ approach, and so take a
step toward the cure of our souls, both individually and communally?
Th e Re vd Pa u l Bou gh t on
vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com
The Vicarage, Goring
P.S. Do take a look at Peter Hutt’s review of this book which is posted on the church’s website: http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

Disney World:
A Larger-Than-Life Experience
Wallingford Gardening Club

At the March meeting of the Wallingford Gardening
Club, John Negus will talk about "Disney World: a larger-than-life experience". The talk will be an exploration
of the plants used to furnish the beds and borders at
the Florida attraction where Disney’s expert team of
horticulturists work year-round to create beautiful landscapes for Disney World.
John is a gardening journalist,
writing for Amateur Gardening
magazine, and is Wisley
trained.
He specialises in trees, shrubs
and climbers, and lectures regularly. John broadcasts on Radio Surrey and Sussex, and on
board cruise liners.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church, Wallingford at 7.30pm on
Thursday 9th March.
Visitors are very welcome (£3).
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867
wallingford gardening club@hotmail.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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March News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
As I write Brexit remains a hot topic. Last month I wrote on
other issues however it is clear from correspondence and
discussions that there is much confusion on just what has
been happening. This month I will focus on this to try to
help bring some clarity.
Firstly let me turn to the debate that was had in Parliament
earlier this month. This revolved around Article 50 which
was introduced by the Lisbon Treaty in 2009. It allows a
Member State to leave the EU and sets out a procedure for
this to happen. The debate in Parliament followed the
judgement of the Supreme Court that the Prime Minister
must seek approval of Parliament to trigger Article 50. The
short Bill presented to the House was simply to enshrine in
Statue the power for the Prime Minister to judge the timing
of when this should occur.
An important document that has now been published is the
Government White Paper ‘The United Kingdom’s exit from
and new partnership with the European Union’. This paper
sets out the key priorities for negotiations in a number of
areas and for the first time sets out clearly some of the
critical issues. It has already proved useful in the
constituency as a starting point for discussion. A further
important aspect of our withdrawal will be the ‘Great Repeal
Bill’ which will be introduced in the next session of
Parliament. It will repeal the European Commission Act
1972 which marked our entry into the EU and where
practical will convert EU law into domestic law. It is likely
that this will mop up any unfinished business and will be the
means by which we avoid falling off a cliff edge as some
worry we could.
The terms ‘hard Brexit’ and ‘soft Brexit’ are widely bandied
around and many have asked me just what they mean. I
regret that these terms have come into the shorthand as
they can be misleading. Essentially they represent the
extremes and following negotiation we are likely to have
neither as currently defined. For now the term Hard Brexit
identifies a situation in which the UK leaves the EU swiftly,
not as a member of the Single Market but remaining a
member of the World Trade Organisation. In contrast soft
Brexit identifies a situation in which the UK leaves the EU
but negotiates continued membership of the Single Market
in some way. At best the idea of a hard or soft Brexit sets
the ends of the spectrum but I think that the two terms
suggest something simplistic and mask the true complexity.
For those interested to know more or to follow
developments as we progress I write regular updates on
my blog (www.johnhowellmp.com/john's-blog/).
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: -

March is always one of my favourite months. The spring
flowers are out and we can look forward to getting out in
the garden after the long winter. Lots to do out there –
so maybe we can help with a gardening book or two?
We will have lots out on display.
The month kicks off with World Book Day on 2nd March.
There is lots of information on the website
www.worldbookday.com. Watch out for the special
edition books here in the Library and the £1 tokens
distributed through schools and nurseries. There is a
great competition on
the website currently
where your child can
end up with their
drawing becoming a
national book token!
We will be dressing
up and running various competitions here and we would
love a visit from any children dressing up too.
The 20-26th March is Shakespeare week, so schools
and Libraries across the County will be celebrating with
events and readings. Maybe now is the time to read that
classic that you always wanted too!
The next meeting of our adult book club is Monday 20th
March at 6pm.
This month we would like to keep you informed
about our Reading Well on Prescription books for
young people. Reading Well for young people
recommends expert endorsed books about mental
health, providing 13 to 18 year olds with advice and
information about issues like anxiety, stress and OCD,
and difficult experiences like bullying and exams. The
books have all been recommended by young people
and health professionals, and are available to borrow for
free from public libraries.
We will be doing a special Mother’s Day craft session for
the children on Saturday 25th March between 10-12am..
all ready for Mothering Sunday the next day.
Our popular Rhymetime sessions continue every
Thursday (during term time) at 10am. Come along with
your under 5 for stories, songs, rhymes and fun!
And lastly, don’t forget to put your clock forward before
you go to bed on Saturday 25th March – British Summer
Time here we come!
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager, 01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:

Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-February 2017 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Struggling With Debts?

What Did Wallingford Castle Look Like?

Contact Citizens Advice Bureau
More people saddled with unmanageable debts are
turning to Citizens Advice, leading the charity to call for
people to seek help before they reach crisis point.
Nationally, a rising number of people have resorted to a
debt relief order (DRO) since the amount of debt covered by a DRO rose from £15,000 to £20,000 last October.
DROs are a last resort for people who have exhausted
all options for repaying their debts and won’t be able to
pay in the near future. They work by “pausing” most of
your debts for a year so that your creditors can’t chase
you for repayment. At the end of
the year, unless your circumstances change, your debts will be written off.
Debt write-offs can have a serious
impact on people’s credit rating,
which makes it more difficult to
take out more credit agreements
or even open a new bank account.

Wallingford Castle was one of the greatest royal strongholds of Medieval England, and it ranked alongside the
Tower of London and Windsor Castle in its importance
in the Thames
valley. When
Wallingford
Museum
opened with
its new exhibitions on 1st
March there
was also on
display a new
artistic impression of the
Castle. The
new illustration has been produced by Museum volunteer June Strong, whose striking drawing brings to life
the amazing details discovered in newly translated documents and investigations, revealing the daily life and
the layout of the Castle.
There are three new exhibitions:-

Citizens Advice is now urging people who are failing to
keep on top of their debts to seek advice early, so that
they have the best chance of managing their debts and
avoiding debt write-offs. An adviser stressed: “We will
discuss your individual situation and look at the options
available to you, so that you can make an informed decision about the best kind of debt management for you.”



For further help, visit www.citizens.advice.org.uk phone
03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For locations and opening hours
see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-southvale
Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice Bureau



Goring & Woodcote Medical Practise
Practice Patient Group (PPG)

Open Meeting: “The Over Use of Antibiotics”
22 April - 11.00am-12.30pm, Woodcote Village Hall

Please make a note in your diaries for our next Open
Meeting. The topic for this meeting is “The Overuse of
Antibiotics”. We will have talks by Dr Simon Pettitt, the
Practice lead for prescribing and Professor Carl
Heneghan, the Director of
Oxford University Department of Evidence Based
Medicine (https://
www.phc.ox.ac.uk/team/
carl-heneghan). In addition, as usual, we will have a number of information
tables covering many aspects of the subject.
Everyone is welcome and we do hope you will be able
to attend.
Jeremy Hutchins
Chairman, Goring and Woodcote PPG
goringwoodcoteppg@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter



'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story' presents a closer look at different parts of the Castle as revealed in
the new documentary research. It explores how Wallingford and its local area was linked to the castle
through provision of many essential goods, services,
animals and food. Details include what has been suggested about the layout and uses of the castle buildings and their architectural details - as interpreted in
the striking new ‘artist’s impression’ by June Strong.
It also considers where the building materials came
from, how they were carried and who was employed.
So come along and find out the latest about this incredible medieval royal castle!
'Pettits: past to present' exhibition gives a history of
Wallingford's department store, and the family who
have run it from its beginning in 1856 to the present
day.
'Ways to Wallingford' describes how Wallingford has
been an important crossing point on the Thames
since the Saxon times. This exhibition looks at the
development of transport to and from the town over
the ages, considering the impact of roads, the river
Thames, railways and aviation. In addition to looking
at how the routes evolved and improved it covers the
many uses of transport, including the importance of
RAF Benson which was established just before the
Second World War.

Further details at www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
Museum Opening Hours (from 1st March)
Tuesdays - Fridays 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Saturdays 10.30am - 5.00pm
Sundays (June - August only) & Bank Holidays 2.00pm 5.00pm
Group and educational visits are welcome out-of-hours
by prior arrangement. Morning visits for schools are preferred to allow freedom to use the whole Museum. Contact 01491 835065 or e-mail judy@piepowder.co.uk.
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Help Save Vital Services
My name’s Jo. I’m a Ward Manager at Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice. I’m writing to you because many of you have
kindly supported Nettlebed Hospice . Your contributions help us to care for thousands of patients with life-changing
conditions and their families.
We need to raise £2.3 million each year to provide this care. Unfortunately, this has
become increasingly difficult in recent times and our Nettlebed Hospice faces a funding shortfall of over £1 million this year. Any donation that you can make now will
help us to keep these precious services running.
You may recall a heartfelt appeal from one of our patients, Richard Tuck, a few
months ago. Richard’s wish was that other people should be able to benefit from the care that he received. Richard
sadly died in late November, but his brave appeal has already raised over £70,000 towards the cost of providing care
to people and families in need. He helped to raise a fantastic amount but there is still more to do.
Every day, we care for people like Richard who are dealing with a range of conditions – from cancer to heart failure –
and offer practical and emotional support to their families. If we are unable to raise enough funds, fewer people will
be able to access our vital local services. I believe that would be a tragedy for families in Oxfordshire. Please make a
donation today – before it’s too late. https://www.sueryder.org/donate
Jo Morgan
Ward Manager, Nettlebed Hospice

Ridgeway Mobile Phone App?

New Light On The
Romano-British Countryside

Would you like a Ridgeway mobile phone app?

March's talk to The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) will be given by Alexander
Telford Smith . He will present ‘'New light on the Romano-British countryside: Current results of the Roman Rural Settlement Project".
It has often been stated that Roman Britain was quintessentially a rural society, with the vast majority of
the population living and working in farmsteads and
occasional larger villages. Yet there was clearly a
large degree of regional variation, and with the huge
mass of mainly developer-funded excavation data
created over the past 25 years, the incredible diversity and density of Roman rural settlement across the
landscape is now starting to be demonstrated. The
current Rural Settlement in
Roman Britain project is
using data collected from
both published sources and
unpublished ‘grey literature’
to provide new light on how
the Romano-British countryside worked, including
chronological and regional
trends in settlement form
and architecture, agricultural and industrial practices, and in matters of ritual expression.
Dr Alex Smith is a Senior Research Fellow at Reading University, and his main area of interest is the rural settlement of Roman Britain. His talk will provide a
brief overview of the current state of this research,
concentrating on southern Britain, and assessing how
the TWHAS excavated site at Coldharbour Farm fits
in with wider patterns in the Romano-British countryside.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 8th March, 7.45
for 8 pm at St Mary's Church, Wallingford.

We are thinking about producing an app to enhance the
visitor's experience through interactive maps, information about places to visit and photo sharing to social
media platforms. We also think an armchair function for
use at home would be beneficial, as it would allow users
to ‘scope out’ The Ridgeway before visiting.
We'd like to know what you think about a mobile phone
app for use along The Ridgeway - is it a good idea?
To share your views, we have created a short survey
and it will take less than 2 minutes to complete: https://
goo.gl/forms/D4h1wZGpybJABKb02
Please complete
the survey as
soon as possible
– you might get
distracted or forget if you leave it
until later! Your
responses will
remain confidential and will not
be passed on to third parties. Early responses will be
entered into a prize draw for a free Ridgeway guidebook
worth £12.99.
Also, please share this survey with your colleagues,
friends and families so that we have sufficient views to
consider.
For more information, visit http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/
ridgeway or email ridgeway@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Thanks for your help.
Elaine Townson
National Trails, Information and Administrative Officer
01865 810224, www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway

Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Further details at www.twhas.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

March 2017

16

If interested in advertising in the
South Stoke Parish Newsletter,
please contact:
Catherine Rohll

catherine.rohll@tesco.net

A sm all, fam ily operat ed business in Sout h
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicat ed t o designing and
m aint aining gardens for privat e and com m ercial client s alike.
But what m akes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plant s - where t o plant
t hem , how t o grow t hem successfully and
what m aint enance t hey need.

j ohn@t hegardent am ers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Dom e st ic Ele c t ric ia n
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net
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I PSDEN PRI VATE HI RE
TAXI SERVI CE
07894- 994- 047
j i l l _y at es 2002@y ahoo. c o. uk
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in March 2017

March 1st

March 5th
March 12th
March 19th
March 26th

8.00pm United Benefice Holy
Communion for Ash
Wednesday with foot
washing - at St Thomas’
Church, Goring
11.15am Family Service
11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
11.15am Matins
11.15am Holy Communion (CW)
for Mothering Sunday
with young readers

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 7th March. The
Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 15th March at
10.30am-12noon, St Andrew’s Church.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Michael Codner

March 4th

Development in the Village
Consultation Open Day
(Village Hall, 10am - 4pm)

March 11th

Six Nations
England v Scotland
(Village Hall, from 3.00pm)

March 14th

South Stoke Women’s
Institute (Village Hall, from
2.00pm)

March 18th

Six Nations
England v Ireland
(Village Hall, from 4.00pm)

March 20th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

April 6th

Annual Parish Meeting
(Village Hall, 8.00pm)

April 18th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Never miss your bin day again!

Great British Spring Clean
3rd - 5th March 2017

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district
councils are backing a new nationwide campaign to get
half a million people out-and-about, cleaning up their
local communities in March 2017. The Great British
Spring Clean aims to help bring people together to clear
up the litter that blights their local streets and parks.
Litter remains a huge problem across the country, causing harm to the environment and wildlife, with councils
in England having to spend over £700 million on street
cleaning services every year. To take part in the campaign and for information on how to set up your cleanup event visit www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk.
We will be encouraging and supporting groups and individuals who want to help by offering equipment free of
charge. If you require litter pickers, sacks, gloves and
high visibility jackets please contact Eleanor Bunn by
email eleanor.bunn@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235
422146. Please book in your equipment requests as
soon as possible as there is limited availability.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

You can stay up to date with recycling and waste collections with Binzone – the new web-app from South Oxfordshire and Vale of White District Councils is available at
www.southoxon.gov.uk/binzone. Just by typing in your
postcode and selecting your address, you’ll find out what
day your bin will be emptied, and most importantly which
colour bins are due to be emptied next.

Next Issue

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the April issue: Sunday 26th March
2017.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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