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Village Hall & Shop
What should we do about a new village hall?
Should the shop develop permanent premises?
Should these two projects be combined?
Come along to a consultation evening on a new village
hall and new shop on Friday 10th February in the Village
Hall. Doors open at 7pm. Presentation and discussion
starts at 7:30pm. There will be plenty of information
around the walls for you to consider before and after the
presentations.
A sub-committee of the Parish Council has been working on ideas and plans for a new village hall and a new
shop building. They have produced a report for the Parish Council, the Amenities Charity and the Board of the
shop. Now it is time for the findings to be made public
and for you to have your say.
There will be presentations on the need for the new
buildings, how we have developed design ideas, the
regulations and recommendations we have followed,
the resulting size and costs of the buildings and
thoughts on location. Your thoughts and ideas on all
this will be most welcome.

Tributes To George Michael
At His Home In Goring
Many were shocked to hear of George Michael’s untimely death on Christmas Day. Since then, hundreds
of tributes have been laid near his Goring home.
Though the tributes have been moved to the adjacent
road to allow for another funeral, there are still a good
number of visitors each day, paying each in their own
way, their respects.

Please join us.

FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY

If time permits, it is worth having a wander to Goring
and see the tributes for yourself. Clearly George Michael impacted many lives and was well-loved by many
as well.

Doors open at 7pm
There will be a number of
displays around the walls

Some Articles In This Month’s Issue...
New 134 Bus Service
Page 2
Bell Ringing
Page 3
Mystery Photo
Page 5
Visit The Streatley Dovecote
Page 7
ONE Oxfordshire Drop-In Events
Page 9
Launch Of New O-Line Flooding Tool Kit Page 11
Support Our Advertisers
Pages 13 - 19
Dates For Your Diary
Page 20
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

February 2017

1

New 134 Bus Service Provided by Going Forward Buses CIC
From Monday 30th January

Please find below the new Monday to Saturday timetable and fares structure for our local bus service starting in
a few days time. Please also note the additional services in the afternoon, and the change of routing in Wallingford, which will help out those of us who have appointments at the Wallingford Community Hospital.
Please make use of this new service as much as possible, to help re-pay Mike Ward in some small way, for his
faith in setting-up this new company and service.
Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman SSPC
07770 592667 - roy@rmcmillan.com
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South Stoke Angling
As the fishing season draws to an end in March and all
Also a big thank you to all our supporting members. We
matches have been finished, I thought I would share with
appreciate every one of you (all you need now is to come
you our small achievements this past season of which I am fishing!).
proud to be part.
Thanks also to Simon and Sofie at the Perch & Pike who,
In June and October 2016 we fished against Goring Analong with previous tenants Alex and Kim, have been so
gling, the first match was at Goring and the second match generous to us, and letting us hold events at the pub. We
was here on our stretch. We won both matches.
look forward to many more.
We also donated to the Charities of Cancer Research UK,
Cats’ Protection, Epilipsy Research UK, BIBS (babies in
support), RBH,and the Thames Valley Air Ambulance. We
raised £716.21 for these Charities, so thank you to everyone who donated to any of the above.

Last but not least - and this is special to me - over all the
matches we hold an aggregate score, every match is recorded, and at the end of all matches the member with the
highest score wins the Mark Stevens Memorial Shield (in
memory of my late brother). This season's winner is Bryan
Butler. Well done.

Special mention to six good ole boys who love to fish - and
without them we wouldn't have any matches. So thanks to It’s been a fantastic season.
Bill & Lee Stevens, James Swinhoe, Jeremy Penney, BryPaul Stevens
an Butler and Steve Morris.

Rail Electrification Update:

Network Rail’s Consultation Postponed
Hopefully all in South Stoke will have received notification that Network Rail have has postponed the series of
six public consultation meetings in the area (South
Stoke was planned for Wednesday 25th January).
This change of plans is as a result of critical feedback
of the scope and content that was to be presented at
the public meetings, made by the Design Advisory
Group (DAG), a body made up of representatives of
statutory conservation groups like Natural England and
the AONB Conservation Boards who have
been advising Network Rail since the start of the electrification programme. The Railway Action Group (RAG)
supported this criticism and made this clear to NR at a
meeting held on 12th January.
The meeting with senior Network Rail managers was
well attended by numerous Parish Councillors from
many of the parishes in Oxfordshire and Berkshire that
are adversely affected by the unsightly gantries installed along the track from Reading to Didcot. Other people attended including the planning officer from
the Chilterns AONB and member of DAG. The meeting
was requested by RAG to have a detailed review of
Network Rail’s Phase 2 Report on the new electrification designs for replacing the existing gantries, along
with a preview of the presentation material for the public consultations. Both RAG and DAG were not satisfied
with the Phase 2 report and the scope of the new electrification design options for possible retrofitting within
the Goring Gap and the whole length of track with the
two AONBs. Network Rail agreed that it would consider
further and more imaginative options, including reinstating a form of the wire headspan design, which is the
least visually intrusive design of all, but which had been
dropped from the shortlist.
For more detailed information on this, please visit the
front page news section of our RAG website (www.savegoringgap.org.uk). If you would like to
be updated immediately on any further significant issues affecting the electrification process in our area,
please register for information alerts by signing up to
our mailing list on the Contact page of the website.
Ian Haslam & Ron Bridle, Railway Action Group
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

EARLY NOTICE:
Old Time Music Hall Variety Evening
A few of us met in the pub the other night to talk about
putting on an Old Time Music Hall Variety evening in
the Village Hall.
We came up with a few ideas…
When? Sometime early in March 2018 so plenty of time
to think plan prepare and rehearse
What? A variety show with as many different kinds of
acts as we can drum up- songs, monologues, mini melodrama, juggling, conjuring, acrobatics, music, jokes
etc with a chairman a la Leonard Sachs and a number
of audience songs like Daisy Daisy, Down at the Old
Bull and Bush. Not restricted to Victorian or Edwardian
material but with overall flavour of the Music Hall. Including a licensed bar.
Who? Chiefly yourselves! We are looking for people to
help with costumes, setting and props as well performers and bar staff.
So if anyone fancies doing a ‘turn’ or supporting a fun
event please let me know…
Chris Bertrand
01491 871 835
candjbertrand@gmail.com
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The Parish Council Needs To Know Your Views
On Potential Developments In The Village
There are two important Parishioner consultations coming up in the next few weeks, which I would urge you to attend, ask questions and most importantly …. make your views known.
The two subjects are different one from the other, but in some ways they are linked – particularly when it comes to
financing and to location. Each consultation - which will be lead by the Parish Council sub-committee that has
been working on it. They will endeavour to demonstrate, by way of wall-charts, the background to the subject as
well as each of the options and their financial implications. Members of the sub-committee responsible will also be
on-hand to answer questions.
The consultations - which will both be held in the Village Hall - are:
1. The options for a new Community Shop and a new Village Hall - Friday 10th February at 7pm
2.
The options for Housing Development in the village - Saturday 4th March – 10 am until 4 pm walk in any
time, with a short presentation at each 30 minutes past the hour
Please put both of these dates/times in your diary.
The Parish Council will ultimately decide the best way to proceed on both of these matters, so it is extremely important that we have your views so that we make the best decisions.
Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667
roy@rmcmillan.com

Bell Ringing
For the majority of last year we had been unable to ring
on Sundays due to only having a core of four ringers.
As we have a ring of six bells , with at least five ringing for it to sound good, therefore most weeks it was
cancelled. Then WOW!!! What a
difference a couple of weeks can
make. Between Christmas & the
New Year, I had five potential
ringers come forward to learn the
art. Thanks must go to Lynn Jenkins for this sudden influx. I do
not know whether it was her negotiating skills, arm twisting or an
extra glass or two of wine over
the festive period that sealed it,
but to say I am delighted is an
understatement. So once again,
Lynn, many thanks.

duce our open bell ringing practice slot once more that,
until approximately 18months ago, we held on Tuesday
evenings. We have talked this over, and wishing to be
more flexible, we aim to hold the practices as and when
we have a quorum of ringers.
This could now be either during
the day or evening. By taking this
route I have access not only
to our experienced ringers
but ringers from other towers willing to help out on an ad-hoc basis. From a village perspective
we will not start ringing until after
10,00am during the day and
7.30ish in the evenings, the duration would be a maximum of
1.5hrs. and on average we will
ring once per week.

We have all been putting in
the hours in the ringing chamber.
After the first practice when
we all met up, I decided to teach
them on a one-to-one basic, Yes!
It takes up more of my time, but
they have at least an hour's practice on their own and a rhythm is
built up.

Visit of the Reading Branch of Bell Ringers

So far I have been teaching on tied bells (the clappers
are held by rope onto the side of the bell). Therefore,
in theory, we could ring all day in silence. The progress
to-date is very encouraging. They are now ringing on
their own and by the time this newsletter appears I shall
have them ringing on open bells. It is at this point
where they are introduced to the experienced ringers
and one at a time they will be slotted in to master the
art of ringing rounds. At this juncture is where I intro-

On Saturday 11th February we are hosting the above
branch for their Annual General Meeting. We hosted
them last about 12 years ago so it's nice to welcome
them back. The format is normally branch ringing for
approx 1.00 hour followed by a short church service,
tea and the AGM. Sometimes they finish with a polished piece of ringing usually just Ace.
Robert Small
robandsue1975@btinternet.com
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For me this is a golden opportunity to have the bells ringing again
with a very much younger band
who hopefully will ring for many,
many years - keeping this English
tradition alive.
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South Stoke WI
For our first meeting of 2017 we met in the Village Hall on
Tuesday 10th January. Rita Mann wished everyone a very
happy new year and reminded all that subs were now due.
She then introduced our speaker Colin Pawson who gave
an interesting and a very informative talk about 'Coaches
and Coach Horns'.
Colin came dressed in his splendid costume (see photo,
beside this article). He finished his talk by playing a
number of different 'tunes' on
various horns. The different
tunes were used to convey
different instructions, i.e.
passing on the left or the right,
and informed pedestrians
and other coach drivers of
approaching vehicles.
We celebrated three birthdays this month and enjoyed a
delicious tea provided by Jean Dixon, France's Ayres and
Jacqui Bertrand.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 14th February in the
Village Hall.

Rita Mann

Mystery Photo
Do you recognise any of the people
in this wedding photo? The year
1919 is written on the back of the
photo, but there are no names or any
information about where it was taken.
The photo was found in South Stoke
Primary School’s archives and is
thought to have been part of a school
project on family history that took
place more than 20 years ago.
Please contact Linda Gatto, email l.gatto@btinternet.com or telephone
01491 874308 if you think you recognise any of the faces.
Jane Newton (on behalf of the
South Stoke Historical Society)

South Stoke 200 Club

Valentine’s Barn Dance
At Goring Village Hall

Last year’s barn dance was a sell out, so we are repeating the evening on Saturday 11 February, with
dancing to The Aldbrickham Band. This is a joint effort to raise funds for continuing improvements to the
village hall and the field hospital in MPANSHYA Zambia which is providing desperately needed maternal
and infant health care.
Doors open at 7pm and a hot supper will be served at
7.30pm. Licensed bar and raffle, including prizes from
the Millerof Mansfield and The Swan at Streatley.
Tickets £20 available from Inspiration. If you wish to
reserve a table please contact Linda Palmer on T:
(01491) 873689 or Gill McGahan on T: (01491)
875531. Early booking is advised as last year’s dance
was oversubscribed.
Sally Wicks, Trustee, Goring Village Hall
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The January draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Tuesday the 17th. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£78) – Kathryn Payne
2nd Prize (£52) – Steve Barratt
3rd Prize (£26) – Hilary Lucas
The February draw will take place on Monday 13th
January at around 9.30pm in the Perch & Pike after
the Amenities Charity Meeting.
Our prize pot has grown, with prizes totalling over
£150. We are seeking new participants, so hope it will
grow even more. To find out more about the South
Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor (phone
872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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What can you do in the garden in the miserable month
of February? Snuggle indoors and wait for the warmer
weather? No! For the enthusiast there’s loads to do
and if you have a greenhouse or polytunnel, a
propagator or just a window-ledge, then February is the
start of the growing season!
Sweet peas can be started off on a window-ledge now just a few seeds in each small pot. They might benefit
from an overnight soaking first and if your radiator is
under the window they’ll even get bottom heat. The
problem I have is not getting them started but holding
off from planting them out…but that’s another story.
If you can provide bottom heat, and a propagator is
probably best for this, then you can plant seeds of
summer bedding plants now too. Things like
antirrhinum for example. If you want to grow
aubergines they need a long season so starting them
now is also a good idea. Tomatoes of course will
happily get going on a windowsill and you can look in
the garden centre in March and think how clever you
are!

Visit The Streatley Dovecote
You are invited to visit the 16th century Dovecote in
Streatley on Sunday 12th February between 2-3.45pm.
Tea and cake will be provided with donations going to
Withymead Nature Reserve. You will need wellies and
a good torch (if you have one). Bring your camera and
maybe you might like to make notes.
The dovecote is one of only 20 in Oxfordshire,Berkshire
and Buckinghamshire and was thought to have been
part of Place Manor. This is a photo of the Manor
House today on the main road to Wallingford near the
traffic lights by The Bull.

February is a good time to wander round the garden
with a notebook. You can plan and carry out those
structural changes like putting in paths or setting up
trellis that help to give the garden character, height and
variety. If you’re like me you can make a list of all the
little jobs that need doing and then even if you don’t do
anything you feel that you have achieved something!
It’s also a good time to prune the apple trees, collect
and store leaves for leafmould, dig over the vegetable
patch and even do some winter weeding.

I need to know who is going as parking is limited to
about 6 cars with possible further parking in The
Coombe. The organisers would also like to know for
catering purposes .By the way I understand they have
a lovely display of snowdrops for the gardeners
amongst you. Either e mail me l.gatto@btinternet.com
or phone 874308 if you wish to come along. This visit is
also linked to a visit to our own village dovecote so I will
give you that date to those interested. A comparison of
the two dovecotes will be fascinating.

Did you know that some really nasty pests overwinter
on seemingly harmless weeds like groundsel and
chickweed? They carry plant viruses too so dig-em-up
and keep doing it. The fertile life of a chickweed seed is
at least 25 years!

Linda Gatto

Great British Spring Clean
3rd - 5th March 2017

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils are backing a new nationwide campaign to get half a
million people out-and-about, cleaning up their local communities in March 2017. The Great British Spring Clean
aims to help bring people together to clear up the litter that
blights their local streets and parks.
Litter remains a huge problem across the country, causing
harm to the environment and wildlife, with councils in England having to spend over £700 million on street cleaning
services every year. To take part in the campaign and for
information on how to set up your clean-up event visit
www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk.

On the other hand you could just sit snugly indoors and
study the seed and plant catalogues and dream of how
beautiful your garden is going to be next year…
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

We will be encouraging and supporting groups and individuals who want to help by offering equipment free of
charge. If you require litter pickers, sacks, gloves and high
visibility jackets please contact Eleanor Bunn by email on
eleanor.bunn@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422146.
Please book in your equipment requests as soon as possible as there is limited availability.
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Planning Matters – Have Your Say On How The Council Should Engage With People
Residents and businesses can have their say on how South Oxfordshire District Council should engage with them
on planning application and policy development across the district.
The district council is updating its Statement of Community Involvement – the document that explains how the council will engage with people about planning matters. The previous Statement of Community Involvement was adopted
in 2006 and a draft updated version has now been produced to reflect changes to the way in which people communicate.
People can view and comment on the draft Statement of Community Involvement by visiting survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/SCIConsultation. The consultation is open from Wednesday 11 January to 5pm
on Wednesday 22 February 2017. It is also available to view at public libraries throughout the district.
Cllr John Cotton, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “It’s very important everybody in the district has
a chance to get involved with planning applications. Nobody knows the district like its residents and businesses,
and we want to make sure we’re making it as easy as possible for people to let us know what they think about applications and policy development that may affect them.”
Once adopted, the council will comply with the updated Statement of Community Involvement in preparing new
planning policy documents or when determining a planning application.
South Oxfordshire District Council
01235 422 600, planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk

Home Library Volunteer Success
And New Libraries E-Newsletter
In September, Oxfordshire County Council launched a
county-wide campaign for Home Library Service volunteers. This successful campaign has led to 150 volunteer applications so far, and the campaign was shortlisted for a public sector communications award. Home
Library Service volunteers choose and deliver books to
those who are unable to get to a library. More information about the scheme, including details of what volunteering involves and interviews with those who benefit from the service, can be found at:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary.

New Year, New Choices
New Year is traditionally a time when we all review our
diets after the indulgences of the festive season. We
know there a number of coeliac villagers who are unable to eat wheat in any form and we also have customers who have requested items which are organic or
contain less gluten.
In response to this we are delighted to be launching a
new range of products under the banner “Better Without”. This selection of goods includes items which may
be either gluten free, lactose free or organic as well as
some healthier snack options. Those of you who enjoy
bread making at home can now buy organic bread
flours from this range at the shop.

The Library Service has also recently launched a bimonthly newsletter sent to 6000 library service users. It
contains the latest libraries news, events, book recommendations, volunteering opportunities and more, including information about Zinio (free electronic magazines), eBooks, People’s Network (free public access to
computers) and Wi-Fi in Libraries. If interested, you can
sign up for this newsletter at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
librariesnewsletter.

ONE Oxfordshire Drop-In Events
The County Council is running a series of dropin events in libraries for residents to find out
about our proposal to abolish all six councils in
Oxfordshire and replace them with ONE new
council for the whole county. We want to hear
what you think about the proposal – come to
one of the events or visit oneoxfordshire.org.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Items include, Doves Organic Wholemeal Bread Flour
Doves Organic Organic Malthouse Flour, Doves Gluten
Free Plain Flour, Biona Organic Wholewheat Spelt Penne, King Soba’s Gluten Free Noodles, Rude Health
Sprouted Porridge Oats, Nairns Gluten Free Spiced
Biscuits, Prewetts Milk Chocolate Digestives, Amisa
Lactose Free Coconut Rice Cakes, 9 Bar Flax Seed
bars.
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
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February News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
Sometimes it seems that the same items dominate our new
reports on a regular basis. Behind the scenes much goes
on which, although less sensational in news terms, is
important in our everyday lives. For example the state of
our roads is an issue regularly raised with me and a source
of frustration for motorists. Government has ring-fenced
money for their repair in the past and has now announced a
dedicated £1,315,000 pothole fund for 2017/18. It is part of
a £1.2 billion fund for local roads that the Government is
allocating to councils to repair and rebuild our transport
links. The total allocation for Oxfordshire comes to
£19,409,000. This builds on the 1,036,000 we got last year
in Oxfordshire.
The Prime Minister has also recently announced new
measures to transform the way we approached and deal
with mental health, especially for children and young
people where mental health problems are a growing
concern. Each secondary school will be offered mental
health first aid training to increase awareness around
mental health and help to tackle the unacceptable stigma
around the issue. To support this initiative, new proposals
will outline how mental health services for schools,
universities and families can be improved, so that everyone
in the community is supported, at every stage of life. There
will also be an expert review into how we can improve
mental wellbeing in the workplace. I very much welcome
this as there has not been sufficient focus on mental
healthcare in this country. Of course, health care generally
has been very much in the news with pressures reported
on the NHS as demand is unprecedented. It is recognised
that our healthcare professionals work hard and different
action is being taken in different areas to locally manage
specific concerns. Of course we can all help relieve the
pressure by directing our own concerns to the appropriate
resource and making greater use of our local pharmacists
and NHS Direct.
Another hot topic is the growth in new housing. I have
written about the changes to the planning system on
several occasions and now report a new measure
introduced by the Minister just before Christmas. He has
set out another provision to strengthen those communities
that have developed a Neighbourhood Plan. Where there is
a Neighbourhood Plan there is only a need to demonstrate
a 3 year land supply to be able to ward of aggressive
development rather than the usual 5 year supply. I am
certain that for communities where this applies the
implications will be clearly understood and welcomed.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: -

Like the month, this update from us will be short and
sweet!
Firstly, the Library team and volunteers here would like to
wish ‘Bon Voyage’ to Kate French, who is leaving us to
concentrate on growing her own business. We wish her the
best of luck with it, but shall miss her here.
Do you need some help with computers, e-readers or
tablets? Got a device you can’t set up or need a little help
learning how to operate? Maybe you just need a little
reassurance you are ‘doing it right’ or maybe want to start
a webpage or blog? If you aged over 50, the Library are
very lucky to have an AGE UK volunteer who is able to
help you. Arranged in FREE bookable 30 minute slots, the
sessions take place on Thursday mornings. Please call to
book on 014919 682323.
Are you Facebook friendly? Our wonderful Library Support
group ‘OWL’ have a Facebook page that will be used to
provide updates on what’s happening here in the Library.
Please find, like and share the page.
Thursday 2nd February is Harry Potter Night. Whilst we are
unable to hold an evening party this year – we are running
a competition for the children over the whole week,
culminating on Saturday 4th February. Competition sheets
are in the Library and it is free to take part. The competition
sheets are based around the theme of ‘Professorise
Me!’..so we would like the children to draw a picture of
what they would look like if they were a Professor at
Hogwarts.
What would your be your name?
What subject would you teach?
Which house would you be attached to?
What skills would you possess?
Draw the image on one of our sheets – or do your own!
Remember to put a name and age on the back of the sheet
for us. Competed sheets will be displayed in the Library
and the winners announced next month in the
Correspondent.
Valentine’s Day comes around on the 14th. Maybe pop in
for some poetry ideas to impress your intended, or a
cookery book for that special meal. Perhaps some
romantic fiction? We are here to help.
The next meeting of the adult book club is Monday 20th
February at 6pm.
Our popular Rhymetime session continue during term time
(so not on Thursday 16th February) at 10am. Come along
with your under five for stories, songs, rhymes and fun!

Joanne Green
Library Manager
01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:

Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-January 2017 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Goring & Streatley Wine Society
Do you enjoy drinking wine? Would you like to learn more about the wines that you are drinking than can
be read from the back of a bottle? Would you like to taste a diverse and interesting selection of wines on
a regular basis in a convivial atmosphere?
Then you have all the reasons you need to join us for the regular monthly wine tastings at the Goring & Streatley
Wine Society.
The Goring & Streatley Wine Society was launched in 1995 to provide a wide range of informative and fun events,
including food and wine matching experiences. Members regularly travel overseas on custom designed wine tours.
Recent tours have visited New Zealand, Catalonia, Argentina and the Languedoc.
Absolutely no knowledge of wine is required to attend our tastings so whether you are a complete novice or an experienced taster there is plenty to learn and enjoy. The tastings will give you the opportunity not only to taste
something a little out of the ordinary, but also to note one or two affordable wines for day-to-day drinking.
The format of our evenings is designed to be friendly and informal, yet informative as well. Ian Hewson hosts the
evenings. Ian has 18 years experience in presenting to the Society, and is
the owner of a local wine merchant, Wine-Man, based in Yattendon.
So whether you are an experienced taster who wishes to add to your
knowledge, or a complete beginner who would like to know more about
wine, we have plenty to offer you.
The monthly tastings are held on the first Friday evening of the month in
Goring Village Hall. You do not have to be a member to attend – guests are
always welcome. All we ask is that you book by the Tuesday before the
meeting so that we can ensure we have enough wine for all attending.
Our next three events are: March 3rd
April 5th
May 5th

22nd Anniversary Tasting
Balkans - New Wave wines from Old Vineyards
South Africa - New Innovations

If you are interested in coming along to any of the above events, or in receiving further details of the Society, please ring Philippa Seymour on
01491 873 805 or email: philippa@philippaseymour.com or visit our website: www.goringandstreatleywinesociety.com.
Philippa Seymour

Ways To Wallingford
February's talk to The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) will be given by Steve
Capel-Davies. He will present 'Ways to Wallingford'.
Steve's talk is very timely as it
complements the forthcoming
'Ways to Wallingford' exhibition at
Wallingford Museum.
Wallingford has been an important
crossing point on the Thames
since the Saxon times and the
exhibition will look at transport and
trade to and from Wallingford over
the ages and consider roads, the river Thames, railways
and aviation. In addition to looking at how the routes
have developed with fords, ferries and bridges the Museum displays will cover the many uses of the river and
also the importance of RAF Benson from its establishment just before WW II up to the present day.

Launch of New On-Line
Flooding Tool Kit
A new online 'toolkit' has been launched by Oxfordshire
County Council which provides information and advice for
those wanting to take action to safeguard their homes or
businesses against the effects of flooding.

The talk will be preceded by a short (as usual!) Annual
General Meeting and will be held on Wednesday 8th
February, 7.45 for 8 pm at St Mary's Church, Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are most welcome.

Visitors to the site can use its tools to determine whether
their home or business is in an area at risk at flooding, and
links to a series of ‘How To’ guides. The toolkit also explains the different types of flooding that can occur with
bespoke guides on how to deal with them and, for those
responsible for things such as drains and streams running
across their land, guides on how to carry out preventative
maintenance.

Stu Darby
www.twhas.org.uk

The toolkit can be found at
www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Forthcoming Special Exhibitions at
Wallingford Museum
Volunteers are busy preparing new exhibitions for Wallingford Museum's seasonal opening from 1st March. The
new exhibitions are:

Barn Dance

Saturday 25th February — 6.30pm-10.30pm
The Great Hall, Cholsey Meadows, OX10 9FF

Roll up, roll up for a night of fun. Sustainable Wallingford is holding a barn dance on Saturday 25th
February in the Great Hall at Cholsey Meadows, featuring popular local band, Traction, with their
caller, Pete North. Don’t worry if you don’t know your
Canadian barn dance from your Dashing
White Sergeant, the caller will keep you right.
Come as a family, come with friends, make up a
group - the more the merrier. There will be an
interval to catch your breath and eat the supper provided using food from the South Oxfordshire
Food Education Alliance (S.O.F.E.A.). Local beers will
be available as will fair trade wines and soft
drinks.
Start time is 6.30pm so bring the young ‘uns and take
‘em home when they are tired. Tickets, which are
very good value as they include supper, cost £12 for
adults, £8 for under 16s, students and over 65s. Family ticket (2 adults + 2 kids under 16) cost £35. Under
5s go free. They are available from Just Trading in
Wallingford, R.G. Park, butcher in Cholsey, the Village Stores in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell or by calling
01491 201229. Leave your name, address and how
many of each ticket you want. You can collect them
on the door. Tickets can also be bought on the door.
Catherine Somerville
somecath21@virginmedia.com

Wallingford Gardening Club
Madeira Quintas and Botanical Garden
At the February meeting of the Wallingford Gardening
Club, Brian Fisher will talk about the ''Madeira Quintas
and Botanical Garden".
Brian has a Wisley Diploma and is a recognised plantsman, working practically with plants and in gardens.
Although he is retired, he continues to advise in several
private gardens, and lectures widely at horticultural societies and on cruise ships. He is writing a book on
Tropical Plants for Travellers.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 9th February.

'Pettits: past to present' exhibition will give a history
of Wallingford's department store, and a little about the
family who ran it from its beginning in 1856 to the present
day. The business was started by two brothers and
changed and expanded through the years as it passed to
later generations of the same family until 1987 when it was
taken over by another local family. Over time it has sold a
large range of merchandise and undergone several transformations while continuing to serve the people of Wallingford and the surrounding area. The newly renovated department store will be re-opening during 2017.
'Wallingford Castle - the Inside Story' presents a closer look at different parts of the castle based on recent research - featuring details of June Strong's new artist's impression of the castle and exploring how the town and
castle were linked by many essential services.
But this is not all...!
'Ways to Wallingford' describes how Wallingford has
been an important crossing point on the Thames since the
Saxon times and the exhibition will look at transport and
trade to and from Wallingford over the ages and consider
roads, the river Thames, railways and aviation. In addition
to looking at how the routes have developed with fords,
ferries and bridges the Museum displays will cover the
many uses of the river and also the importance of RAF
Benson from its establishment just before WW II up to the
present day.
And if you come early in the
season, your £5 entry ticket will
give you terrific value, as you’ll
be able to return as many times
as you like for no extra cost.
The Museum is open from 1st
March. Accompanied children
under 16 are free, and there’s
lots for the family to enjoy throughout the rest of the Museum too. Look out for special events this year including
Town and Castle history walks (8 April), A Night at the
Museum (19 May and 28 Oct), Family Archaeology Day
(22 July), BunkFest offers, and the Agatha Christie Weekend (8 -10 Sept).
You can also join an increasingly popular Guided Historic
Town Walk on any Saturday morning from Easter until the
end of September, starting from the Town Hall at
11.00am. Walks last 1 - 2 hours and cost £5 per head,
money which will be donated to support Wallingford Museum. These are general walks covering the rich history of
our town, but also touching on the links with Agatha Christie and 'Midsomer Murders'. They will appeal to residents
and visitors alike.
If you’d like to organise a Town Walk like this for your
group / society / school at a different time, then please
contact Philip Burton on 01491-836200 or pburton6@talktalk.net

Visitors very welcome £3.

Full details at www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Isabelle Darby
01491-836867
wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk

Stu Darby
Publicity Officer,
Wallingford Museum
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in February 2017
February 5th
February 12th
February 19th
February 26th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am

Family Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Matins
Holy Communion (CW)

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 7th February.
The Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 15th
February at 10.30am-12noon, St Andrew’s Church.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

February 4th

Six Nations
England v France
(Village Hall, from 3.50pm)

February 10th

New Village Hall & Shop
Consultation
(Village Hall, 7.00pm)

February 11th

Six Nations
England v Wales
(Village Hall, from 3.50pm)

February 12th

Visit the Streatley Dovecote
See pg for details
(2.00pm - 3.45pm)

February 14th

South Stoke WI
(Village Hall, from 2.00pm)

February 20th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, from 2.00pm)

February 26th

Six Nations
England v Italy
(Village Hall, from 2.00pm)

March 4th

Development in the Village
Consultation Open Day
(Village Hall, 10am - 4pm)

March 11th

Six Nations
England v Scotland
(Village Hall, from 3.00pm)

March 18th

Six Nations
England v Ireland
(Village Hall, from 4.00pm)

March 20th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, from 2.00pm)

April 18th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, from 2.00pm)

Michael Codner

Many Thanks To You-Know-Who
Dear You-Know-Who
What a surprise to find a cat collar placed on the front
gate. Thank you for returning it back to its owner.
Toby is not so happy. He and his brother seem to be in
a competition to see how many collars and/or cat identification discs they can lose without me finding them.
However I am extremely pleased that the collar has
been returned and thank the mystery good Samaritan
profusely.
Linda Gatto

Next Issue

Never miss your bin day again!
You can stay up to date with recycling and waste collections with Binzone – the new web-app from South Oxfordshire and Vale of White District Councils is available at
www.southoxon.gov.uk/binzone. Just by typing in your
postcode and selecting your address, you’ll find out what
day your bin will be emptied, and most importantly which
colour bins are due to be emptied next.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the March issue: Sunday 19th February
2017.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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