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Another Crackin’ Christmas Cracker
The village hall looked lovely with the decorations kindly
left by the Parent’s Association and the theatre lighting
creating a festive atmosphere. As usual there was a
wonderful variety in the performances and the
carols were
sung with great
gusto. It was
particularly
pleasing to welcome several
newcomers to
the village - both
in the audience
and on the
stage. It was
good too to see
Geoff Winfield,
one of the villages senior residents, joining in the fun.

Christmas Day in the Workhouse. So much so that the
collection for Crisis at Christmas, now known simply as
Crisis, made the impressive total of £240. This includes
the bar profits, so thanks to
David Kennedy and Diana
Hathaway for that and many
thanks to all who gave so
generously.
Of course, big thanks go to
Chris and Jacqui Bertrand
who organised the event,
and also emceed. It is great
to have an event that is
open to all in the village to
attend, and that there are
simply donations requested,
if able, for a good cause
There are exciting possibilities for our talented village’s
next ventures onto stage,
and the ideas are already emerging.

We look forward to the possibilities!
A huge thank you goes to Griff Philips who played a
medley of Christmas tunes as people arrived and then
accompanied the carols as well as playing the piano
The Sound Of Music Night A Success
with Catherine Jarvis as she treated us to her violin playA big thank you to everyone who helped make the showing, in addition to playing his guitar for Griff’s Guitar
Quiz. A particular mention to Sharon Mansfield and Lisa ing of The Sound of Music on Friday night a success inwho sang for us for the first time, and to Fiona Dew who cluding all who came along and watched. We raised a total
of £596. This money will be used by the Amenities Charity
sang beautifully herself and supported Dorothy Hathafor the necessary upkeep of the Village Hall as well as
way in her first ever public appearance.
buying new items to help make the hall a better place to
Mention cannot be made of every performer but everyuse. Part of the funds raised will be spent on new wine
glasses for the hall and updating the cabling a control sysone contributed to a wonderful evening’s entertainment.
Michael Saunders though was outstanding in his beauti- tems for the audio-visual system. Part will be used to purchase a table tennis table. We are planning to hold a Beatfully melodramatic portrayal of the Victorian poem
les themed evening in March, with date still to be confirmed.
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Developments In The Parish

An Open Day in the Village Hall – Saturday 4th March, 2017
Please put a note in your 2017 diary to come along to the Hall and see what the options are, and give us your feedback.
the village might support. However, there is also an opportunity here in that the Diocese (the land-owner) would like
As reported in previous monthly editions of this newsletter,
to see some development on the Glebe, and if this could
the South Stoke Housing Development Project (SSHDP)
be agreeably achieved, they would provide a substantial
steering group has been very involved over recent
financial contribution to the community to be used for the
months, in meetings with various local Government organbenefit of the village.
isations and local land-owners, to evolve a plan that will
allow us to:
For this piece of land, the land owner has suggested a
well laid out, and screened, small housing development
 Ward off any unwanted land-owner or developer’s
plan, with plenty of green landscaped communal space,
plans. These are becoming a common feature in severthat might allow for up to some 25 new houses - a mixture
al nearby rural Oxfordshire villages.
of affordable and small/starter to medium size market
 Control any further housing development in the village
homes. We are advised that there is no shortage of deand ensure that any development enhances the village
mand for this type of housing, and our own experience
and adds to the community.
with the four affordable homes that were completed last
 Provide our share of the additional housing that South
year, showed us that there was a large unsatisfied need
Oxfordshire District Council are being pushed into
for this type of housing in this part of South Oxfordshire.
providing by Central Government. This increased requirement is likely to change the rules regarding devel- If parishioners support this proposal, we foresee a sympaopment in small villages like ours.
thetic development plan for the whole Glebe field, that
would be locked in by statute to prevent any further
 Grow the village in a controlled and sustainable way,
piecemeal development in the future, which - as we know
but at the same time provide funding from any such
- has happened in the past.
agreed developments that would enable us to significantly help to finance both a new Village Hall and a
We would like to be able to explain the reasoning behind
new, permanent, Community Shop.
these embryonic plans, paint a picture of what the options
 Keep the outline of the village as it is and put a stop to
for a small housing development on the Glebe would look
any unsolicited creep towards Goring.
like, and outline what this might help us achieve in terms
Although these discussions with outside bodies and land- of improving community facilities. To this end we plan to
owners are still continuing, we are fast coming to the con- hold an all day Open Meeting in the Village Hall in the earclusion that we will be asking the Parish Council to initiate ly Spring of 2017, where we would both welcome your
both a Neighbourhood Plan for the whole Parish and built attendance and your views.
into it a Neighbourhood Development Order or a Community Right to Build, specifically for some limited additional New Village Hall and Community Shop Options
housing on the Glebe field. This follows the 2015 Parish
As you know, another sub-committee of the Parish CounQuestionnaire, the results concluded that new housing is cil has been investigating the specification of a new joint
supported by the majority of South Stoke Parishioners if it facility building, and also looking at the pros and cons of
brings community benefits. It also concluded that - beyond
where such a buildany potential in-fill sites - the Glebe field was the favoured
ing might best be
site for any new housing development.
located – on the

Housing Development Options

Recreation Ground,
or on the Glebe field,
or on the Park.
As well as the plus-

es and minuses for
each location they
have now developed
some rough costings
for each site and
would like to share
this information with
It appears likely that the rules governing development in
Parishioners and seek your views as to how this project
small villages will change across South Oxfordshire with a should best be moved forward.
new plan, i.e., the Local Plan 2032, being worked on at
present. According to the information we have, this could We would like to share this with you at the same Open
Meeting as above. Tentatively we are planning for this
mean a target for small villages, such as South Stoke of
5% or more of the current housing stock, i.e., some 12 or consultation meeting to be held at the same event as that
more new houses. It is not possible to build these houses outlined above – an all day walk-in meeting in the Village
th
on infill sites only (as per the current rules for small villag- Hall on Saturday 4 March - please keep this date free.
Further details will appear in the February newsletter.
es) and therefore there will probably have to be further
development on the Glebe regardless to accommodate
Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman SSPC
some of the 12 or more houses. This is one option that
07770 592667 - roy@rmcmillan.com
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Our Bus Service
Christmas-to-New-Year Week

From The Amenities Charity

Contrary to the information carried in the December
newsletter, and thanks to the intervention of Mike Ward,
the Go Ride operated 134 Goring - The Stokes - Wallingford service will now run on Friday 30th and Saturday 31st December, as well as on Wednesday 28th &
Thursday 29th December.
There will be some small changes to the route (in Wallingford) and the timetable (a couple more return services each day, when Mike Ward (Going Forward Buses CIC) takes over the 134 operation as from Monday
29th January. Details of these will appear in the February newsletter.
Please try and give the service your maximum support
both up to the 27th of January and after that with this
new company.
Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667
roy@rmcmillan.com

How lovely to see the hall being used so busily these
days, especially with Christmas events.
Good News
Hurrah, Robert has decided not to retire entirely from
helping with the village hall!! He will be the ‘Village Hall
Overseer’. If when you use the Hall you find anything
amiss, please contact me or Robert. His role will be
less proactive so please keep your eyes open for any
problems. We are very grateful to Robert.
Recent Fund Raising...
...has enabled us to buy our own wine glasses!!! Thank
you Nigel and Simon. Roger has also been able to sort
out our sound system, thank you Roger.
In the New Year we will be purchasing a village hall table tennis table, so look out for news of table tennis
sessions. (And if, by chance, you have a table tennis
table languishing unused, please let us know before we
buy one!)
Reminders
A little reminder to ALL users, after use, all chairs must
be replaced on the stage (unless you have been advised otherwise). We have a number of users who need
all the space and find it frustrating to have to put all the
chairs up from previous users.
Also, could users please sweep up after themselves,
when necessary. Lyn does a great job keeping the hall
spick and span, but she can’t go in every day. Thank
you for your help and support in both stacking chairs
and sweeping.
Waste In The Hall
Robert would like to remind us that SODC have new
and stringent rules for collecting rubbish. Can users
please:
When possible, take their rubbish away with them.
Only use the hall bin for Black Bin stuff (land fill rubbish).
 When possible, use the Green Bin outside for all recycling paper, card, bottles and other recyclable materials. These need to be clean and not in sacks unless
the sacks are see-through.



There is information on the hall wall to help you with
this. Thanking you very much in advance for your help
and consideration in these areas.

South Stoke Historical Society

REMINDER: 27th January at 7.30pm
Just a reminder that on Friday 27th
January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
the South Stoke Historical Society will
meet for the second time this Millennium. Hopefully, those who couldn't
make an afternoon meeting will join us
for the evening. Come and see what
maps, photos and documents we
have, and bring along anything you may feel would be
of interest regarding the village. All are welcome.
Linda Gatto
l.gatto@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

When you read this the festive season will be all but
over. At writing, I have just returned from watching
South Stoke School Nativity Play. All the children sung
with great gusto, they all looked lovely and, as with other years, there was a twist. I thought the pupil’s teachers were great. Thank you all for all your hard work. If
you missed it, the carol singing in the pub was also
lovely.
The New Year brings new excitements. The shop will
be showing the rugby and Chris will be putting on a
‘Murder on the Thames’ mystery!! Watch this space.
The Amenities Charity hope you will all have a very
happy and healthy new year!
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity, jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com
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South Stoke WI
We gave our December meeting a Christmas feel with
various quizzes and brain teasers, comprising dingbats,
guess the logo and a Christmas quiz. Participants were
also asked to name the committee from their baby
photos. This gave everyone
something to think about
and generated much
discussion.

Fireworks Thank You
Last month, I didn’t get my act together in time for the
December Newsletter, but I would just like to say a
massive thank you to all those who helped out at the
Bonfire and Fireworks night. There were plenty of
parents of school children who spent hours and hours
planning, preparing and setting up as well as running
the event on the day, and governors and teachers
who helped out on the night. There was also a number of villagers pitched in, and without whom the
event would not have been as successful.
At risk of missing someone out, I’d like to make particular mention of Jamie Turner for supplying much of
the wood, Paul Stevens, Bill Stevens and Lee Stevens for working throughout the day collecting extra
wood and building the bonfire, Diana Hathaway for
helping on the night, Gareth Dean for helping with the
pyrotechnics, Martin Bullock for the use of the Glebe
Field for parking and the village shop and amenities
charity for working with us to ensure the event was a
success. Thank you all.
And thank you to you all for turning up, making the
evening a great event and helping to raise approximately £3,000 to supplement the children’s learning
at South Stoke Primary School.
Phil Wortley
Chair, Parents’ Association

Instead of a traditional
Christmas tea we decided
on 'Prosecco & Posh Puds'.
With the committee
producing a stunning choice of delicious desserts, which
was enjoyed by all. We celebrated four birthdays this
month, with one Christmas Day birthday. We ended the
afternoon with a Christmas raffle.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th January in
the Village Hall.
Rita Mann

South Stoke
Community Christmas Card

Thank you to all who participated in this years
Community Christmas Card! Special thanks to Tanya
Rhodes for her artwork and to the Sarjeants, Richard
Staniforth and Charlotte & Ellie for helping deliver it to
the village.
Figures are still to be finalised but at least £100 has
been raised for village funds.
Clare Wortley
clarewortley@me.com
A thank you to you, too, Clare, for organising the card - at a
particularly busy time of year. It is much appreciated! - Editor

Ping Pong For Fitness And Fun
A number of villagers are enthusiastic at the prospect
of Table Tennis starting up in the village hall. The
funds have been
raised to buy a
good quality table and we intend to start a
club that will
meet once a
week on a Friday
evening. This will
be open to people of all ages
and abilities,
young and old alike. Anyone who would be interested
in playing either regularly or occasionally, for fun or at
a competitive level, please let me know.
Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke 200 Club
The December draw took place at the village
’Christmas Cracker’ on Friday the 16th. The lucky
winners this month were:
1st Prize (£77) – Victoria Andreae
2nd Prize (£51) – Sarah Willingham
3rd Prize (£26) – Nicola Dean
The January draw will take place on Tuesday 17th
January at 8.00pm in the Perch & Pike.
Our prize pot has grown, with prizes totalling over
£150. We are seeking new participants, so hope it will
grow even more. To find out more about the South
Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor (phone
872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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Gift Aid For The Amenities Charity
2017 is likely to be a major year of fundraising in South attractive prize money.
Stoke with grants and donations being sought to supSince April 2014 the Charity has been able to claim
port major village projects such as the Community Shop
over £2000 in GA thanks to several generous, one-off
and the Village Hall.
donations and those members of the 200 Club who
have signed the formal GA declaration.
The Amenities Charity, which is responsible for
(amongst other village amenities) the village hall is forI should also mention that donating under GA is tax admally registered with the Charity Commission, Charity
vantageous should you be a higher rate tax payer.
Number 1070423.
You can visit https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/giftThis registration brings with it financial benefits one of
aid to find out more.
which is Gift Aid (GA). The Charity has been registered
The formal GA declaration is available as a download
with HMRC for GA since 2013/2014.
from the village website at: http://
This means that, for eligible donations, the Charity can
www.southstoke.org.uk/village-hall-and-recreationclaim back from HMRC 25% of any such donation at
ground/south-stoke-200-club/
absolutely no cost to the donor.
Please do get in touch if you would like to take this furA donation of £250 from an eligible donor therefore, is
ther, either as a lump sum donor or as new member of
actually worth £312.50 to the Charity. Equally, regular
the 200 Club.
small donations, for example membership of the South
Stoke 200 Club (just £2 per month per number) are also Mark Taylor, Treasurer
eligible. The annual £24 per number is worth £30 to the South Stoke Village Hall & Recreation Ground Charity
Charity plus, for the donor, there is the chance of some 01491 872670 (h)

Rail Electrification Update: Network Rail’s Public Consultation - Soon!
Following on from the Railway Action Group’s (RAG) last
update, Network Rail has been undertaking work on the
new electrification designs and on the visual impact that
these might have on the AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). RAG members have seen the eleven gantry
designs they are considering for a retrofit, but after detailed
engineering analysis and cost evaluation they plan to reduce this to three or four possible designs to put before the
general public as part of their (very late) consultation process. We have not seen the short listed designs yet and we
are pressing for these to include non-portal type structures
such as wire-head spans and more slender T-shaped designs. We believe that using these non-portal type structures is the only way to make a meaningful improvement to
the aesthetic appearance of the current bulky and overengineered gantry design.

ing, Streatley, South Stoke, Cholsey, Moulsford,
Pangbourne and Basildon.

Network Rail has put some of the information relating to the
remedial evaluation it is undertaking, and the impact that
electrification is having on the Chilterns and North Wessex
Downs AONBs, on a page of their website
(www.networkrail.co.uk/great-western-route-modernisation/
oxfordshire/). It includes maps, a list of the early options
generated for potential retrofit (not the short-listed ones
yet), comments from the Design Advisory Group and some
images from Balfour Beatty's evaluation workshops. The
plan is to add more information as it is available.

the electrification of four branch lines to 2024 and beyond,
including the Henley branch line and the Didcot to Oxford
branch line. However, the electrification work on the mainline track (from London - Cardiff) will continue with a current
timetable for completion scheduled for end 2018,but this
appears an optimistic forecast. The knock-on effects mean
that Network Rail hashad to order more bi-mode trains
(hybrid electric and diesel) for the mainline service.

Network Rail will be directly arranging venues and
dates. Please look out for the official notifications from
them so that you can plan to attend and make your views
known. As with the previous consultation in October 2015,
representatives of Network Rail will be in attendance to
answer questions and get feedback from the public. The
specific dates for each venue may be announced at fairly
short notice so we suggest that people interested in attending these meetings consider signing up on our website (link
at end of article) and will we email the details directly. It is
essential that the maximum number of people affected by
the electrification work attend these meetings and make
their feelings known to Network Rail, as this may have a
major bearing on whether it ultimately fulfill its promises
and stated intentions to use the money it says it has put in
Network Rail will first show the short-listed designs to the
‘Design Advisory Group’ (the group of local statutory bodies its budget to undertake the retrofit.
that are working with Network Rail, which includes the Chil- The recent announcements by Network Rail on deferring
terns and North Wessex Downs Conservation Boards), in
parts of the electrification work will not have a significant
the next couple of weeks.
impact on our AONB stretch of track. They have put back

RAG’s next meeting with Network Rail is planned for January. We hope to know the firm dates for the public consultation dates before Christmas, but as the January issue of
Network Rail has also confirmed that the Public ConsultaGGN is not delivered until about 21/22 January, about the
tion regarding the Great Western Mainline Electrification
time Network Rail plan to start the consultation. So, to be
issues will commence on 21st January 2017, with drop-in
notified by RAG when the consultations are and where,
meetings at various localities throughout the AONBs that
please register on RAG's webhave been affected by the work. Network Rail has stated
that the process will be in two parts, with a second phase of site:www.savegoringgap.org.uk/(Then go to ‘How to Help’,
drop-in meetings, which will incorporate feedback from the then ‘Join our Mailing List’).
first, scheduled for March/April 2017. They have proposed
a number of venues in the parishes affected, including Gor- Ian Haslam & Ron Bridle, Railway Action Group
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Goodies And Baddies In The Garden
A successful garden must not be too clean and tidy but
provide homes for all sorts of wildlife that can be
beneficial to plants. You may not
be fond of frogs and toads but
they consume large quantities of
the gardeners enemies.
Hedgehogs too of course if
you’re lucky will forage around
the garden removing numerous
baddies. They all need
somewhere to shelter. An
abandoned pile of logs can provide a home for thousands
of creatures and is a vital component in any wildlife
friendly garden.
We love to hate wasps especially in
the late summer when they make
eating outdoors almost impossible
but they are vital to the gardener for
two reasons. Firstly, like bees they
pollinate plants as they hunt for nectar. Secondly, and
even more importantly, they are major predators of aphids
and blackfly. Without them the cabbage aphid, listed in
the Guinness Book of World Records as the most fertile
animal on earth with the potential for BILLLIONS of
offspring from one single female, would smother your
garden in a layer of sap-sucking bugs.

Please Be Cautious When A Stranger
Comes Knocking At Your Door
Be advised that there are some doubtful characters at
large in our area. One of them posing as a 'salesman'
claiming he was a reformed convict looking to grow a
business by selling cleaning products door to door - in
our quiet village! However on googling this guy’s credentials, it apparently showed that the claimed organisation he is from is fake and further, that this is a common tactic by would be burglars to understand who is at
home and to try and assess the wealth, security, etc.
Please be cautious about who you open your door to,
and if you are concerned about the activities of any
strangers in the vicinity of your home, or your neighbour’s homes, it will do no harm to report same to the
Police:

The wasp’s life cycle means that once the young they
have been nurturing grow up, the sugar-rich food on
which they are fed is no longer available in the nest. So
every wasp goes hunting for food, and especially sugary
food, with the determination of the withdrawn addict.

For non-emergencies - dial 101

If you have ever planted peas or broad beans straight into
the soil and wondered where
they have gone then you have
probably got voles living in your
garden. They make holes and
tunnels about an inch across
and if you lift up a long-standing
pot you will probably find
evidence of their digging.

Report online at: http://
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/reptcr/reptcrrepform.htm

Use this number to report a non-emergency crime or to
give information to Thames Valley Police. Call 999 in an
emergency.

Cllr Roy McMillan
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com
07770592667

They also eat tulip bulbs but apparently do not eat
daffodils so the disappearance of the daffodils in my
garden must be down to something else!
The common earth worm has been
called an ‘ecosystem engineer’
because they change the structure
of their environment. Their burrows
create pores through which oxygen
and water can enter and carbon dioxide can leave the
soil. Their faeces are responsible for some of the fine
crumb structure of soils and they play an important role in
the breaking down of organic matter. Sadly if you cut one
in two they do not multiply but die instead! A good reason
for digging with a fork rather than a spade…

A very big thank you to all of you who have supported
the shop over the Christmas season by ordering from
us your festive foods. We have some exciting new
product lines to be highlighted in the next newsletter,
but for now, all of us involved with the South Stoke
Community Shop wish you and your loved ones a very
happy New Year. We look forward to seeing you in the
Shop in 2017.

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com

Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
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The Goring Weir: Proposed Hydro Scheme
propriate scrutiny with regard to the Railway Electrification, and therefore inappropriate gantries have been
erected through Goring, South Stoke and beyond. We
tried to raise, prior to the application being considered
by the Planning Committee, specific concerns that
There were factual errors in a recent Goring Gap News
SODC had not properly addressed their statutory duties.
submission by the Goring & Streatley Sustainability
In the court case, GPC proved two of the three grounds
Group that reported the outcome of the judicial review of
of the High Court Claim. With the admonishment of
the weir planning application. The article (Sustainability
SODC by the judge, it was felt to be inappropriate that
Group Update, December 2016, pg 39) indicated that
the judge then used his discretion not to quash the deciGoring-on-Thames Parish Council’s appeal had been
sion. Our barrister and solicitors feel we have a strong
refused. This is untrue.
case, and recommended that we pursue the Appeal.
With regards to a Court of Appeal application, the proThe Sustainability Group Update also failed to note
cess is that the judge who made the judgment should
some relevant details in the Judgment and Court Order,
first be asked to appeal. If that judge refuses, the Court
proving that SODC failed in their lawful duties:
of Appeal is approached directly. Unsurprisingly, the
th
judge, in his Court Order of 29 November 2016, did not
“The court declares that the First Defendant’s
want his decision to be queried.
(SODC’s) decision did not comply with the duty
As a matter of fact, on 8th December, GPC lodged a forin section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings
mal request with the Court of Appeal to review the
& Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and did not
judge’s decision. The appeal is on four specific
comply with the duty in regulation 7 of the
grounds:
Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011.”
Ground 1: The judge erred in finding that it
As many have asked me about the situation with the
Goring Weir and the hydro proposal, I wanted to set the
record straight and clarify the position of the Goring-onThames Parish Council (GPC) in the matter.

was highly likely that the outcome would not
have been substantially different if the Council
had applied the correct test under section 72 of
the 1990 Act.

Ground 2: The judge was wrong to say that
there would be no harm to the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty when he confirmed
harm to the conservation areas. The Conservation Area, which falls within the AONB, is
acknowledged in policy to contribute to the special character of the AONB.
Ground 3: The judge erred in finding that the
Council’s approach to acoustic harm to the
AONB was lawful.
Ground 4: The judge was wrong to conclude
that the duty to investigate harm to listed buildings “must be triggered by at least someone either in the Parish Council or outside raising it as
a potential issue”. The judge was in error to conclude that it was not necessary for the officer’s
report to identify the listed buildings which may
be harmed by the development.
The Parish Council expects to hear from the Court of
Appeal sometime in January 2017.
Why is the GPC pursuing this matter? Isn’t renewable
energy a good idea?
In principle, no one has argued that renewable energy
isn’t a good idea. In the beginning, GPC supported the
feasibility studies to look at the possibilities. The problem arose with the final proposed design that was felt to
be completely inappropriate for the area; for the weir
situated in two Conservation Areas and in one AONB
(and bordering a second AONB).

Unusually, the judge did not award costs against us.
Typically, if a case is won, the loser of the case pays all
costs. Not so in this case. In this matter, because the
judge stated, in his Judgement (paragraph 75, the final
paragraph):
“However, in advancing the case for Goring
Parish Council Mr Streeten has expertly exposed flaws in the Council’s approach to the
grant of planning permission. I will consider the
Council’s written submissions on the matter but
against that background my view at this stage is
that it is not entitled to its costs.”
Though two grounds of the High Court Case were won,
there is still further legal argument to take place to get
the planning decision quashed.
When quashed, the Sustainability Group can resubmit a
new application, ideally choosing another, less sensitive
location. There are also other issues, in addition to the
planning process. As there are currently few real benefits to the local community the GPC has serious doubts
about the scheme. For example, the power generated
will go to the National Grid not locally. It will be a CIC
limited company that will receive the revenue from the
scheme, with vague promises that ‘some of the profit’
will be used to benefit the local community (though it
has been requested, clarity has not been provided). In
addition, there appears to be no contingency plan
should the hydro scheme fail - as has done in very recently with a similar, much smaller project in Abingdon.
Though it was a difficult decision to pursue this matter,
the GPC feels the that duty to protect the local area is
important and that it is also necessary to ensure that the
local authority - SODC - does their job properly.

From the beginning it has been made clear that GPC’s
primary concerns are related to SODC’s approach to the Cllr Bryan Urbick
planning application. We had seen SODC’s lack of ap- Goring-on-Thames Parish Council
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Homer Had It Right
Cretan Idyll Part the First: Wine-dark sea? Homer had
it right first time...
Off the south coast of Crete, the Lybian Sea they call it, I
am looking over the ship’s rail as I stare at the sea beneath. The colour is blue far out shading into deeper blue
close in, ultramarine, Prussian Blue maybe, darker and
darker to indigo and just off black. It is outrageously
beautiful. In any order. In this ancient and timeless am I to
see the god of the sea, Poseidon, emerge scaly and brine
dripping, off on the port quarter? Yes, but not today. The
CGI lot are on holiday.

formative notice board, telling me about the White Mountains National Park, for target practice. I’m supposed to
turn off here…….

I have leg-stretched the length of the ‘deepest gorge in
Europe’ the Samaria Gorge and am now ferry bound for
Hora Sfakion and the bus home pondering on this sea
colour. Homer uses the phrase ‘wine-dark sea’ many
times in the Iliad and Odyssey and this has been pondered over by scholars and dilettantes alike. Was his sea
red, deep pink, raki induced bloodshot? Scholarly consideration ranges from the mineral content of the water the
Ancient Greeks added to their wine to maybe some kind
...and further along another road sign….
of genetic colour perception of the Greek people. Well you
never know…
I don’t know about you lot, but the stuff I drink is red, white
or pink with shades of those basics in between. You can
get a just-off-red colour rose shading over a whole arpeggio of tints and shades to a gris or a faint blush, not that I
fully embrace that particular term. So later that evening I
peer moodily into my class of Rizitis Douraki, a full bodied
Merlot/Grenache melange sitting alongside my lamb souvlaki and tzatziki. No sea water looks like this, I conclude,
but, but… it is dark very dark, dark red but still it is dark.
Hmmm……..maybe Homer was a red-bloodied wine man
after all. All those sword and sandals characters in his
epic poems certainly were.
Cretan Idyll Part the Second: Blue plastic bags and
bullet holes
Who did it? Should I get out of the way quickly? Do I look
The Greeks like their blue plastic bags you get given in
like a Tax Inspector from Athens? In shorts?
the shops here. Trouble is they get loose and fly
around….like everywhere. And I can’t spot a rubbish bin. Look ahead-no one there...
Anywhere. A rolling sea of olive groves and orchards from
where I’m walking fringed with a thin scatter of blue plastic
bags. Blue, greeny silvery leaves and black grey tree
trunks.
Which takes me to palimpsest. I like the word ‘palimpsest’.
The dictionary definition is ‘a manuscript on which two or
more successive texts have been written each one being
erased to make room for the next’. The economic historian, W G Hoskins, long ago drew on this as an analogy of
the changes and development of the English landscape
almost entirely mankind made over centuries, each generation building or rebuilding a layer, each partially obscuring the last.
As I look over the landscape before me from the little Cretan village of Rodopos it isn’t quite like that. But from the
village of scattered houses I can walk up into the mountains beyond each step taking me into another landscape
and a feeling of walking through time. Farm yard, scattered out buildings, a rough field with a few goats, a mesh
wire fence, beyond the open mountainside a faint goat
Look behind me but no one there either… Ok, the coast
path leading upwards. Then a floating and unchanged
seems to be clear.
timeless landscape, rocks, rough pasture, acidic dark soil,
But at least no blue plastic bags.
untouched.
The Reflective Traveller
But a jolt into the present. Someone’s using this nice inSouth Stoke Parish Newsletter
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January News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
Looking ahead to a new year we can wonder what it will
bring on the world stage, at home and for us personally.
One thing is certain – that the important debates on Brexit
will remain prominent in our news. It is certainly a subject
that is regularly raised in correspondence with me by both
those who are content with the outcome of the
Referendum, those who still challenge it and those who
reluctantly accept the result and now want the best we can
get. For my part I have made it clear that, like the
Government, I respect the outcome of the vote. As
someone who wanted to remain as part of the EU and
acknowledging the vote within the constituency my task is
clear. The position I take was succinctly put in debate on
the subject in the House of Commons by my colleague
Dominic Grieve, MP for Beaconsfield. His constituency
voted narrowly to remain in the EU and he said that since
the result he has felt that his task was to help to achieve
Brexit in a manner that is satisfactory and will lead to the
best possible outcome for everyone in the country.
Within the constituency issues of housing development and
planning are often raised with me. As Government
Champion for Neighbourhood Planning I am pleased that a
number of communities have taken the opportunity to make
a Neighbourhood Plan for their community. I have been
lobbying the Minister to strengthen the weight given to
Neighbourhood Plans and was delighted when he did so in
mid-December. This should bring immediate relief to many
local Neighbourhood Plan groups. I will be continuing to put
pressure on the Minister as further reinforcement for
Neighbourhood Plans is anticipated in the Housing White
Paper expected early in the New Year.
I am also aware that many objections to new housing
developments do not revolve around the new homes
themselves but over concerns for our infrastructure
particularly roads and traffic. I have recently written to the
Chairman of the National Infrastructure Commission to ask
if the rural road network in Oxfordshire could be considered
as an infrastructure project in the same that a new major
road is considered. My hope is to encourage a more
strategic look at the implications of individual developments
on the network as a whole and encourage appropriate
consideration of such issues in planning decisions.
As the year progresses there will be ongoing issues to
discuss and new issues will arise. As always I welcome
constructive debate with constituents and look forward to
your letters, emails and our meetings in the constituency in
2017.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
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We have had some great books in over the Christmas
Period. So, with New Year’s resolutions in mind, we
have gathered together an excellent selection of diet,
exercise and mindfulness books. Thinking of taking up a
new hobby or interest? We also have books about
knitting or yoga to running and painting.

TWO YEARS OF VOLUNTEERS!
It is with great pleasure that we would
like to say a huge THANK YOU to all of
our volunteers. It has now been two
years since our first volunteers stepped
in to help our library service continue to
thrive and be an integral part of the Community. The volunteers continue to give
their time, supporting keeping the library
functioning in an efficient manner.
Given this time of year is often cold and difficult for
some people in our community to get out to the Library,
we would like to remind you that the Library Service has
a Home Library Service where by books and audio can
be delivered to your door by Library Volunteers. If you
would benefit from this service, or know someone that
would – or indeed you would like to become a Volunteer
for this service, you can find more information at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary.
Another option is to use the Library Service FREE
eBook or eAudiobook service. More details can be
found at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/
ebooks-and-eaudio
Lots of changes have taken place to this popular service
recently including:
 Number

of titles on loan at any one time has increased
from 5 to 10 eBook and/or eAudio titles
 No of holds (reservations) has increased from 3-5
There are three providers to choose from, including
Overdrive, One Click Digital and BorrowBox. You will
need to be a member of the Library Service and have
access to your pin number (obtain from your local
Library). There are thousands of great titles to choose
from and they can all be downloaded to a variety of
popular devices including phones, tablets, e-readers,
ipods, laptops and PC’s.
The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday
16th January 2017 at 6pm.

Email:
Phone:

Excerpted from the December 2016 Update.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
very Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Rhymetime for the under 5’s will be starting back on
Thursday 5th of January 2017 at 10 am and this will
continue during term time.
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager
01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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What’s That Noise?
Sunday morning 4am - I awoke with this damned
‘ringing’ in my head. God, no – as a musician, had the
dreaded tinnitus finally appeared to claim me? All those
years crashing about the planet with my dear friend
Keith Moon – had they finally taken their toll?
I crept into my daughter Rebecca’s room, assuming
that one of her i-pads, or her i-pods or some other device had given up the ghost and was bleeping its life
away – but no, it wasn’t that.

the boys on the railway track – of course, why didn’t I
think of that? Those darling overhead electrification cables had finally arrived from the Chase-Manhattan bank
and were being lovingly installed. Of course.
The squeaky ringing noise continued. There would be
no respite, no relief. It would be impossible for further
sleep. Bah! I’ll go back to bed and tune into ‘The Archers’ on download – that’ll do it. And do you know, listeners...it jolly well did.

I listened again; what was it? I pressed my sleepy head
to the airing cupboard door, thinking it might be the
central heating freaking out – nope – it wasn’t that. It
seemed to get louder as I negotiated my way across
the heaps of teenage nonsense that lay heaped upon
“Legs” Larry Smith
her bedroom floor. Maybe the sound was coming from
outside?
The GWD have since responded:
It was a constant repetitive intrusive sound – the kind of
‘Every effort is made to minimalise disruptive noise –
sound that would eventually drive one mad.
whilst work is carried out on electrifying the GWD line
Were the dear Proctors brewing up an early morning to Lord Beachington. The constant ‘ringing sound’ is
gluhwein in prep’ for their annual bash, later that day? unfortunately a sound that cannot be avoided. For one
Might that be it?
of our maintenance officers (Blad Sikorfski) is currently
I went downstairs – it got fainter. I opened the front learning the violin; therefore the ‘ringing’ that Mr Smith
door, it was still audible but definitely not of Cross- refers to is simply Mr Sikorfski practicing his instrument.
Keys’ making. I trooped into the kitchen, past the We as a company, allow it and indeed encourage it for
Christmas tree. Was it? Was it an early Santa calling to it not only calms the men, it evokes the spirit of Christmas and wellbeing for the new year ahead. And as the
me for assistance? Nah!
many executives of South Stoke will appreciate, a hapI could still hear it. My studio, maybe? I opened the py workforce is a productive workforce.
kitchen door – a blast of cold air rushed in – carrying
forth the sound. Had an Alien spaceship had landed in It’s unfortunate that the sound of an early morning violin
my garden? Was it beeping a weird ‘Hello Earthling’ being played is not to everyone’s taste.
greeting?
Yours sincerely,
No, no, no – silly me. It was none of the above. It was J. T. Gwillam. (Area Manager for GWD)

Wallingford Museum Bookshop

Wallingford Gardening Club:
Flowers of the Costa Blanca
At the January meeting of the Wallingford Gardening
Club, Malcolm Broadsword returns to talk about the
'Flowers of the Costa Blanca'. He will tell us about flowers of the coast and mountains of eastern Spain, with a
little reference to the local garden plants.
Malcolm is a retired chemist, a keen amateur gardener and photographer.
He was awarded a RHS
Banksian Medal at the Hardy Orchid Society Show in
2007. His interests also
include Japanese gardens,
hardy orchids and plant
propagation.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th January.
Visitors very welcome £3.
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867
wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

As usual, Wallingford Museum will be closed for its winter break (Dec, Jan and Feb) to carry out refurbishment
and prepare exciting new exhibitions for next year.
These will feature 'Pettits: past to present', 'Wallingford
Castle' and 'The Way to Wallingford'. The Museum will
re-open on 1st March 2017.
Please remember
that the highly successful Museum
bookshop, with its
constantly changing
stock of good second
-hand books (both
fiction and nonfiction) will remain
open during December, January and
February. The bookshop will be open on Fridays and
Saturdays from 10.30am to 1.00pm.
Stu Darby
Publicity Officer
Wallingford Museum
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

January 2017

10

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

January 2017

11

Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Available in South Stoke Community Shop, Crowmarsh
Village Shop, Higgs Printers, Wallingford Book Shop,
Wallingford Tourist Information
or direct from David Beasley - 01491 835947

Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior
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January 2017

19

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke

News of Vicar Paul Boughton

Services in January 2017

The Rev Paul Boughton has had a successful operation
in Oxford for removal of a brain tumour. He is undertaking light duties, as strength allows and is due to
commence radio and chemo-therapy in the New Year.

January 1st
January 8th
January 15th
January 22nd
January 29th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am

Family Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Matins
Holy Communion (CW)
Visiting Speaker:
Roger McKinley
10.30am United Benefice Service
St Mary’s - Streatley

We continue to pray for Paul and his family at this
stressful time. The three churches of South Stoke,
Streatley and Goring are doing what they can to give
love and support to Paul and are aware of a great swell
of support and affection from the whole community.

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 3rd January.
The Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 18th
January at 10.30am-12noon, St Andrew’s Church.

Church services are continuing, led by members of the
Ministry Team and retired clergy. An Alpha Course is
due to start in January (details were in the December
newsletter).

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Harry Hogg
harryhogg@waitrose.com

Michael Codner

Dates for Your Diary

South Stoke Primary School:
Playground Works

The delay to completion was due to the discovery of a
void under the proposed location of one of the new
posts which required a change to the design of the support and fixings. Painting has also been affected by the
dismal damp December weather and a decision has
been reached to complete the small outstanding bit of
top coat on some of the new metal parts in the spring
when (hopefully) the weather is drier.
The school thanks the community for its continued support and patience with the extended time it has taken
to get the project completed.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke WI
(Village Hall, afternoon)

January 12th

Wallingford Garden Club
Flowers of Costa Brava
(Ridgeway Community
Church, 7.30pm)

The Head and Governors are pleased to be able to report that on 16th December, the remedial construction
works to the playground equipment, as agreed with
SODC Planning Department, have been completed albeit about three weeks later than planned.

Amanda Rogers, Head Teacher
Barbara Taylor, Chair of Governors

January 10th

January 27th

South Stoke Local History
Society (Village Hall, 7.30pm)

March 4th

Development in the Village
Open Day
(Village Hall, times TBC)

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the February issue: Sunday 22nd
January 2017.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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