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Fingers Crossed:
Our Local 134 Bus Service Is Saved!
I am pleased to report, thanks to the intervention of Mr
Mike Ward, a Goring resident, that Messrs Go Ride CIC
have kindly agreed to keep the current 134 timetable operational until 31st January 2017. Go Ride was going to
close down the company on 26th November, but thanks to
Mike’s determination they have agreed for the short term
to maintain a bus service between Goring, South Stoke &
Wallingford.
In this additional two months, Mike - with a fair wind should be able to:







Form his own CIC Bus Company
Register it with the Traffic Commissioners
Agree a timetable with the Traffic Commissioners
Acquire a mini-bus (or two mini-buses)
Contract a main driver, and at least one back-up
driver

Mike has also agreed to re-imburse Go Ride - out of his
own pocket - if they should sustain any losses in December or January. Therefore I would urge anyone and everyone in South Stoke to use our bus as often as possible
over these months.
I know that it is Mike’s ambition in the longer term to try
and make the bus better connect with trains at Goring,
morning and evening, as well as during non-peak hours.
I will, in some small way, be assisting Mike in his efforts both to set up his new company, and to eventually improve
on today’s timetable. But we will need your help as well by
supporting the service!
Cllr Roy McMillan,
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com, 07770 592 667
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South Stoke Angling

On Sunday 9th October we played hosts to Goring in the
return match. In June we went to Goring and won, and
we’re happy to say we also won here - a great result for
our village. On the day more than 85lbs in weight of fish
caught, and happily, some new members as well. Well
done guys.
On Sunday 13th November we are holding the now famous "Perch and Pike Cup Match". Last year, all proceeds and donations went to Children in Need. This year
we are supporting Thames Valley Air Ambulanceand ask
all of you to add a small donation, if possible, to this excellent and needed service. I am sure most of us know of
someone who has used the air ambulance and know how
vital it is. A donation tin will be in the pub and a Just Giving page has been set up (https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/south-stoke-angling-perch-pike-cup-match).
Paul Stevens
pauljstevens@btinternet.com

Dr Griffith Higgs

South Stoke Educational Charity
The Trustees of the Charity will soon be holding their
autumn meeting, at which they will be deciding the
amount of awards to be given to children and students
who live in the ancient ecclesiastical parish of South
Stoke cum Woodcote, and proceeding through the
State system of education.
We have the names of 1st year 6th form students who
were at Langtree School, but there may be some of you
who went to a different Secondary school.
Likewise, we have the names of most College students,
but believe there may be more of you who may be entitled to an award. You may be at University, or are beginning a vocational college-based course, either full or
part time for 1 year or more.
If we may have missed you, please contact me.
Maureen Palmer
Oakham, Cross Keys Road, South Stoke, RG8 0JT
01491 872976
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South Stoke
Community Christmas Card 2016
It is the time of year to once again start thinking about
the ‘C’ word and for me to start the wheels in motion of
organising the South Stoke Community Christmas Card
2016!
For those new to the village, in previous years we have
raised funds for the defibrillator and village hall heating
by creating a village Christmas card. Last year’s card
was a painting of St Andrew’s Church by Sarah Phipps
and the inside was filled with messages from households in the village.
This year we will be once again be raising funds for the
village by creating a Christmas card from villagers to
villagers. Each household in the village will receive a
copy of the village Christmas card. Everyone who
wishes to participate writes a message on a label for a
suggested donation of £5 (or more if you wish). The
messages are then collated and used to create pages
within the village Christmas card. (See page 14 in this
newsletter for submission form.)
We are looking for keen photographers who may have
a suitable image of Winter/Christmas in South Stoke to
use for the front of the card or any budding artists who
would be willing for us to use their work. If you think
you might be able to help please get in touch.
For the last two years the printing costs have very generously been met by South Stoke Consulting Ltd which
has meant that all money raised can go directly to the
village. If there any local businesses who would be
happy to support the Christmas card please do get in
touch.
Clare Wortley
Cavendish Cottage
clarewortley@mac.com

From The Amenities Charity
Thank you
We would all like to thank the Open Gardens Organisers, Angels, and Jane and Robert for their very generous donations to the Charity. We would also like to
thank the ladies of the WI for their great teas and their
generous donation. M any of the WI are from outside
South Stoke so it is especially kind of them to bake for
us.
How we spend some money raised
I know you like to know on what some of the money
raised gets spent. We are having to replace the older
swings on the Rec after our latest ROSPA survey. We
are also hoping to get new black drapes for the stage
as those we had were in a very poor condition. These
will be transferable if and when we get a new hall. We
also hope to have our very peeling doors and architraves painted before winter so the hall should look
smarter.
Fund raising events
We are lucky to have some very stalwart fund raisers.
Nigel and Selina are putting on a `sing along with supper ' Sound of Music on December 2nd. Rumour has it
that Selly is rehearsing some additional entertainment
(including fish nets)!!! Do come along and support what
should be a very fun evening.
Finally
Robert Small will be leaving our merry band having given brilliant service to our community for many years. I
don't know how we will manage without him! We hope
we will still see him around, though all good things must
come to an end. I know Robert has many interests and
commitments and we all wish him and Suzanne all the
very, very best. Thank you, Robert, from all of us trustess - and from the whole village.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

Letter To The Editor

‘Senior Circuits’
Coming Soon To Our Village

Congratulations & Many Thanks
To the person or persons who took the time and trouble to
loosen and remove the fastenings in the school playground, such devotion to stupidity, selfishness, and complete disregard that a child or teacher could be injured by
their actions deserves a medal for cowardice. Apart from
the trespass, and criminal damage, this person or persons
has shown that to be stupid takes very little thought
but to be in a league of their own takes stupidity to new
heights which they must be acknowledged for.
Unfortunately the acts of a person or persons has soiled
all the good work of the many villagers that give their time
and effort to improving the village. Vandalism is an act of
cowardice, if you want to speak stand up and speak, don't
sit in the dark hiding behind your spiteful vandalism.
Ernest Hemingway sums up this sad event, "Cowardice is
almost always a simple lack of ability".
To those responsible, hang your head in shame.
Richard Taylor
tbsrichard@aol.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

‘Senior circuits’ include a variety of exercises targeting
all muscle groups and working at your own pace.
Some of the benefits include:






Reduced risk of
chronic diseases, such as
diabetes, high blood pressure and heart disease.
Improved mental health.
Improved mobility, flexibility
Prevent falls

‘Senior Circuits’ take place in the South Stoke Village
Hall. Please contact Simone to reserve your place. If
interested to learn more about the classes in South
Stoke or in other local villages, there will be a stall at
the Shop Christmas Fair on November 19th.
Simone Passeri
Simone.passeri@southandvale.gov.uk
07717 326661
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South Stoke WI

Are You ‘Satisfied’
Or Just ‘Not Dissatisfied’?

We met in the Village Hall on Tuesday 11th October.

Have you noticed - well you must have - how often we
are asked for feedback after a restaurant meal, a flight,
a holiday, a visit to the garage or even popping in
somewhere for a cup of breakfast hot chocolate?
I’m looking at one such now, picked up just by my hot
drink ring on some quayside Formica top table. These
things are everywhere, spawning a minor industry consultants, designers of software analysis packages,
maybe even paper shufflers to create, cogitate and
report. Hmmm…..I suppose ‘feedback’ shows interest
in us the user and consumer with a view to fulfil ‘our
policy is one of continuous improvement in our product
and its delivery’ - but has this medium become selfdestructive?
Consider the following……..
We appreciate your time to give us your feedback. The
survey will take only a few minutes to complete. More
like 10 or 15. Or I shall give up after question 3.
How likely are you to recommend us to family and
friends on a scale of 0 Not at all likely to 10 Extremely
likely? Could I have two or four points on the scale?
How can I fine tune a visit of only 20 minutes over 10
points?
Did a team member do anything to exceed your expectations? Well what did I expect? I suppose to be given
what I asked for and paid for. Someone could have
followed me out and opened the car door for me. Is
that a ‘no’ then?
Please tell us about your experience in your own
words. Well you leave me 4 or 5 lines so how creative
do you want me to be? The sun was shining as I
pushed open your door. I picked up a tray and joined
the queue. I selected a drink from the chill cabinet. I
mulled over the choice of sandwiches on offer. BLT,
no, put it back, ham and cheese then……?
Don’t get me wrong. The plethora of these feedback
forms, on the face of it, shows interest and concern for
product and delivery quality. It’s just that there are now
so many of them for services at all levels that the incentive to complete them must tail off. True it does
avoid for some, the nervousness of making a minor
complaint, you just write it down and put it in the box.
But where is the satisfaction of receiving the muttered
apology and the free bag of crisps in lieu? Me I quite
like the flipchart to mark up as you go out for making a
public statement for all to read (if adverse would it be
quickly whipped away?) It’s neatly public and private at
the same time.
Is this one more example of our eschewing face to
face contact with paper, screen, social media intervening between people actually talking to each other faceto face? Do they follow up with a knock on the door
and friendly chat? With a free meal voucher of course.
Try this one. In no more than 3 minutes, rate what it's
like living where you do (South Stoke or elsewhere) on
a scale of 0 Incredibly Negative to 20 Incredibly Positive and give reasons for your answer in relation to
your gender and age group. So there.
The Reflective Traveller
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

After the usual WI business and a discussion on what
form our December meeting should take, we were
pleased to welcome our
speaker Dr Penny Billyeald.
She gave an informative
talk on 'The Four Queens
of Crime'. Agatha Christie,
Dorothy L Sayers, Margery
Allingham and Ngaio Marsh,
who are considered the
original 'Queens of Crime'
We celebrated two birthdays this month and were
pleased to welcome a visitor. Jenny Mansfield, Liz
Harrison, and Pam Seymour provided a delicious tea.
Our members enjoyed the Autumn Group Meeting at
Aston Tirrold on the 6th October at which the speaker
was Patricia Purcell with 'Tales from the Opera'.
Our November meeting will be in the Village Hall on
Tuesday 8th at which our speaker will be talking about
the work of The High Sheriff of Berkshire.
Rita Mann

Harvest Festival

I would like to say thank you to the Church, School and in
fact all the lovely people of South Stoke who contributed
to Harvest Festival. Today I received a lovely parcel of
food, a gift much appreciated. Thank You.
Debbie Deakin

Golden Service

We recently celebrated our Golden Wedding Anniversary
at the Perch and Pike on September 22nd and on the 24th
at Rossini’s at The Leatherne Bottel. We should like to
thank Simon and his team at the Perch and Pike and Maurizio and his team at Rossini’s for the friendly, helpful and
wonderful service we were given and a big thank you to
everyone who joined us for the celebrations.
David & Nicky Kennedy

South Stoke 200 Club
The October draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Tuesday the 11th. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£76) – Jenny Mansfield
2nd Prize (£50) – Vanessa Guiver
3rd Prize (£25) – Brian Joslyn
The November draw will take place on Monday 21st
November in the Perch & Pike at 8.00pm.
Our prize pot has grown, with prizes totalling over
£150. We are seeking new participants, so hope it will
grow even more. To find out more about the South
Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor (phone
872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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Goring & Cleeve Pre-School: Return To ‘Outstanding’
Goring & Cleeve Pre-School staff, children and parents
are celebrating the return to Outstanding status following an inspection by Ofsted in July. The inspector said
“the pace of change and rate of improvement in the Preschool has been rapid”. They also commented that “the
quality of teaching is now outstanding. Children's different learning needs are meticulously and precisely
planned for. As a result, children make excellent progress in their learning and development." Staff were
commended for their exceptional teamwork and dedication, as well as for consistently going the extra mile to
make sure every child’s needs are fully met.

enough or you don’t feel they are ready to join preschool yet). Visits from prospective families are welcomed and encouraged, so please contact the Preschool directly on 01491 875036 to arrange an appointment or just to chat to staff. More information can also
be found our website,
www.goringandcleevepreschool.org.uk.

Lastly, we wanted to take this opportunity to let you
know that we have a bouncy castle with slide which we
rent out for a very reasonable £45 per day. It is fully
insured and comes with stakes (for outside use) and
sandbags (for indoor use). All money raised goes
Exciting news for local families is that Pre-school will be straight to supporting Pre-school. Bookings are managed by Chris and Tanja, pre-school parents, who can
opening up new sessions from January 2017. Due to
be contacted via email bouncycasincreased demand, we will be opening from 8.50am to
3.20pm every day of the week. Mondays, Wednesday tle@goringandcleevepreschool.org.uk or by calling
and Fridays will now be open to all pre-schoolers from
Chris on 07939 072023.
the age of 2 onwards. Tuesdays and Thursday mornLiz Sexon
ings will be open to all children from the age of 2 as
well. Tuesday and Thursday afternoons will remain just
for the older children (the year starting school in the following September) where we offer our much valued
Forest School sessions as well as cooking.
Whilst many children stay all day, other families choose
to send their children for just part of a day. Our day is
structured into three parts to facilitate this: the morning
session, lunch club and afternoon session. Children
can join for the morning only, morning/lunch, lunch/
afternoon or afternoon only.
We have spaces available for next term, so if you are
interested in sending your child to our pre-school,
please contact our administrator, Jean Mitchell, on administrator@goringandcleevepreschool.org.uk to book
your child in or to add them to our waiting list (if not old

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Ballet In The Barn

Thank you to everyone who joined us at South Stoke
Primary School for our Macmillan Coffee Morning on
Friday 30th September. The cakes were delicious, the
children were fabulous, and the sun shone!

The sight of giant rabbits and sleepy dormice may have
surprised a few villagers during a September weekend as
dancers from English National Ballet took time off from
their rehearsals of Giselle to take part in the making of a
promotional film for JL Productions that was being filmed
at Manor House. The company, which provides dancers
and choreographed routines for corporate activities and
promotions, used the barn and garden at the house as a
backdrop to display their work. Six dancers, supported by
costume designers, make-up artists and a film crew, performed scenes from a variety of ballets including Alice in
Wonderland, The Nutcracker and Swan Lake.

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the
event, many cups of tea and coffee were drunk, lots
of cake was consumed and a lovely time had by all.
Thanks also to all who donated cakes, helped serve &
wash up, and the WI for kindly loaning us the cups
and saucers. We raised a magnificent £266.59!
Clare Wortley
clarewortley@me.com

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke Night Sky:
How Far Can You See?

Hurrah for the Michalemas Daisy, but let’s
talk about the hydrangeas
This is a Michaelmas Daisy and they’re great providing
bright strong colour in the Autumn… but I want to talk
about Hydrangeas. Hydrangeas are a remarkable species
of plants that are confusingly known by the same name
even though they have some fundamental differences.
The old-fashioned Hydrangea that grew in granny’s
garden was a plant with dry dusty faded flowers that had
once been a dull pink. It seemed to typify old age in that
we were assured Granny’s cheeks had once been pink
too. This is the mophead [Hydrangea Macrophylla].
Then came the lacecap – a more delicate flower with
butterfly wings surrounding what seem like unachieved
buds. Sometimes a stunning but difficult to maintain
shade of blue that may be called Hydrangea Normalis
Meanwhile that dark wall in a shady corner was being
smothered by a climbing plant suckering and gripping the
wall as it climbed and producing a mass of white frothy
flowers that scattered a white confetti as the season
progressed. This is Hydrangea Petiolaris-no pruning
required.
Then we became aware of the huge panicles of white and
creamy flowers; sometimes over a foot long, that turned a
luscious strawberry pink as they grew. [Hydrangea
Paniculata] This on a shrubby woody plant that seemed to
enjoy the sunshine and tolerate the frost.
Hydrangea Paniculata and Hydrangea Macrophylla have
very different pruning requirements. The mopheads and
lacecaps [Macrophylla] flower on old wood so produce
more flowers if they are not chopped back at all. In fact
the flowers should be left on over winter until the fear of
frost is past as they help to protect the young buds. Weak
shoots or unsightly growths can be cut out completely.
On the other hand Hydrangea Paniculata flower on new
wood and so it is almost a case of the harder you prune
the bigger the flowers. This can be done late Winter or
Early Spring and again weak shoots or trailing branches
can be removed altogether.

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Looking south at the start of November, around 10 p.m. on
a clear night, with no Moon, the Great Square of Pegasus
dominates the sky. The square stars forms the body of
the winged horse from Greek mythology. The four stars
forming the square make up an asterism, an alignment of
stars which makes it easy to see in the night sky. The
square is quite large and an outstretched fist would fit
comfortably inside it, so you definitely do not need a telescope or binoculars to see it. From South Stoke, there is
very little to see inside the square and indeed counting the
stars inside the square is a good indicator as to the clarity
of the skies, though my image shows lots of dim stars actually exist there.
From the top left hand corner star, Alpheratz, follow a line
to the left ( eastwards) to the next brightest star, kink a
little upwards then move further east to land on another
bright star. From this star go up ( northwards) to another
star and then onto the furthest object that can be seen
from the surface by naked eye. This is the Andromeda
Galaxy, a sister of our own Milkyway Galaxy. To be honest, it’s a smudge of light with the naked eye and its not
easy to see unless you are dark adapted ( takes 10
minutes outside with no lights on) but light from that galaxy
left 2 million years ago and it is the furthest object we can
see by eye. Binoculars will show it as a brighter smudge
that is quite a bit larger than the Moon in size. Trying to
think what the area around South Stoke would have
looked like when the photons set out on their journey certainly gives an indication as to the size of space. Two remote planets are south of the Great Square, Uranus and
Neptune ( a bit to the west) and both can be seen in a
good pair of binoculars.
The best time to see these objects is the first few days of
November.

Trevor Pitt

Free Defibrillator Training Session
Join us on Saturday 12th November at 3.00pm at Perch &
Pike (and includes some nibbles).
Come and learn about hands-on life saving. Find out how
anyone can (and should!) easily be able to use the defibrillator that hangs on the northern wall of the Perch & Pike.
Professional training will be by Cliff Coombes, a qualified
instructor.
Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com
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South Stoke Bonfire & Fireworks Night

Playground Update

I’m sure we all know that our current bonfire night commemorates the failed attempt by catholic conspirators
to blow up the Houses of Parliament, and indeed 13
young men plotted to kill King James I and possibly the
Prince of Wales.

4th October, 2016
The following announcement is intended to explain to the
community the status of the South Stoke Primary School
playground equipment project and the progress achieved
since the recent planning committee meeting.

On the night between 4th-5th November 1605, Guy
Fawkes was caught in the cellar beneath the House of
Lords with 36 barrels of gunpowder and was subsequently tortured and was to be executed (although did
you know that he actually jumped to his death to avoid
being hung, drawn and quartered?). On the night of 5th
November bonfires were lit to celebrate the safety of
the King and this is the reason why we now have a
Bonfire night every year.

Following South Oxfordshire District Council Planning
Committee decision on 27 July 2016 to permit the development of the South Stoke School playground equipment
in, accordance with a modified design and the specific
requirements of the committee, the School and the Governors have taken the following actions:

The fireworks and burning of the Guy were later additions to the festivities and some towns even burn effigies of politicians or the Pope. I wonder how many Donald Trump effigies there will be this year.
Gun powder is still used today in the fireworks and every year sees a new set of people that are injured (or
worse) by the misuse of fireworks. The rules and regulations about the use of fireworks in this country are
stringent and are getting tighter and tighter. It is for this
reason that more and more people attend organised
displays instead of setting off fireworks in their back
garden.
This year, the Parent Association’s Bonfire and Fireworks night will be held on Friday 4th November.
Each year we have hundreds of spectators and we
work hard to make sure the event runs smoothly and
safely for everyone’s enjoyment. Please could I respectfully request that if you live around the Recreation
Ground, that you refrain from setting off fireworks that
evening for safety reasons.
If you have not been to one of our displays before, then
please do come along and bring your friends and family. Then once you’ve enjoyed a pint and a hotdog or
some nice warming soup, and you’ve finished ooh’ing
and aah’ing at the fireworks, the Perch and Pike will be
open for more drinks.
I look forward to seeing you all on the 4th.
Phil Wortley
Chair, South Stoke Primary School Parent’s Association

Vacancy: Village Hall Steward
If anyone would be prepared to support the Amenities
Charity by giving a small amount of time keeping an
eye on the Village Hall, we would all be very grateful.
As you will have seen earlier in this newsletter, Robert
has 'retired' after many years generous service and we
need a replacement.
So if you enjoy this brilliant village and would like to
help by taking on this role, please let me know. E-mail
candjbertrand@gmail.com or phone 01491 871835.
Thank you.
Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter









Notified Sport England of the planning decision.
Established the scope of the changes necessary and
the work to implement the changes.
Obtained a quotation from the preferred contractor to
carry out the works.
Reviewed the contractor’s quotation
Established the contractor’s backlog and how long
after instruction the work could be commenced.
Established the contractor’s estimate of the cost and
time to complete the works.
Submitted the paint colour for the galvanised steel to
SODC for approval.

As a result of these actions Sport England will release the
initial grant funding of £30,000 in early October 2016.
Sport England has also indicated it is now prepared to
receive an application from the school for funding of the
alterations to the equipment which will be in the order of
£10,000 excluding VAT. The new application will be
made during October and it is hoped that a decision
would follow soon thereafter.
The Governing Body has made a decision to proceed
with instruction of the contractor to commence the works.
The instruction will be issued in early October.
The contractor has indicated that his backlog is currently
5 weeks which means that work should be completed
well before the 27 November 2016 deadline set by
SODC.
The School and the Governing Body sincerely hope that
the alterations will go a long way towards meeting the
community’s request for change and that the equipment
will continue to provide inspiration and opportunity for the
pupils of South Stoke Primary School for many years to
come.
Thank you for your continued support of the school.
Amanda Rogers, Head Teacher
Barbara Taylor, Chair of Governors
----18th October
Notification of Modifications to the Playground Equipment
The following statement is intended to explain to the community the status of the South Stoke Primary School playground equipment project and the progress achieved
since the last communication on 4 October 2016.
The contractor has now been instructed to carry out the
works as agreed with SODC. The contractor has indicated, subject to availability of the materials, that work will
start during week commencing 14th November 2016.
Thank you for your continued support of the school.
South Stoke Primary School Governing Body
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John Howell, MP Writes…

Historical South Stoke:

During the September Parliamentary recess I took the
opportunity to meet up with residents in many parishes
across the constituency. This annual opportunity for an
intensive series of meetings is one that I enjoy and find
particularly helpful. This year I was particularly struck that
many of the issues that were raised were issues that
related to local councils rather than directly to Parliament. I
know that many people find it frustrating when it seems that
national government and different councils seem to bounce
things between them.

The School Concert 1895

As an MP, I deal with a wide range of issues such as
foreign affairs, our defence policy, the future of the NHS,
changes to the planning system (not individual
applications), our public finances, the operation of the
judicial system, immigration, policing, energy, the
environment, and education. The things that I can best try
to help with are, therefore, matters for which Parliament or
central Government is responsible. Local councils have
devolved responsibility for specific local issues relating to
the area they cover. Most often the quickest way to resolve
issues is to go to the body that has responsibility for the
particular issue. However at times I know that individuals
and communities feel that they are getting nowhere and it is
then that I can sometimes intervene and in some way help
break through a deadlock. In the end though I do not have
any power over local councils to dictate what they must do.
With the Localism agenda there have been significant
changes in the relationship between central and local
government. In order to allow local councils to run the
services that their residents need powers are being
devolved and with it the ability to deliver more efficient
service, give better value for money and to raise finance.
Local government spending accounts for about 40% of our
national spend so it is only right that it plays its part in
economic reform. In some areas real innovation has been
shown. In other areas sadly things have simply been cut. It
is good to see that new ways of working are coming
forward in some areas. I was delighted to learn the County
Council is now looking at its property portfolio to see what it
can do. Similarly the District Council has entered into a joint
contract with other District Councils for some key services.
On the front line the difference is minimal but the cost to the
tax payer greatly reduced. The needs of our population are
changing and so we have to do things differently.
Sometimes change can seem like something less good. A
period of change turbulence can be inevitable. However if
we bear with it and embrace change there are huge
opportunities for growth and improvement.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:

For several weeks in October and November1895, the
villagers of South Stoke were looking forward to the
annual School Concert. When finally the day of concert
arrived (Friday the 16th November), the excitement in
the village was at its peak.
The concert was directed by the Headmaster Mr CH
Humpage and his wife. Mr Humpage also acted as the
conductor, with Miss Dodd on the piano. The chair was
taken by Mr TP Hatt, who in a short speech before the
commencement of the concert, praised the good work
Mr Humpage was doing in South Stoke, in particular,
entertainments in which children took the principle parts
helping to cement the bond between the children and
teachers.
The first part of the concert was devoted to infants, first
came a musical drill, followed by two recitations, one by
Loy Vickery entitled “Topsy,” followed by “The Dirty
Boy,” by Master Kew, who’s enthusiastic performance
received loud applause. These two boys were the
smallest and youngest in the infants class. The infants
programme was concluded by the all the young children
singing a very humorous chorus of “The Burlesque
Band,” which was encored.
Part 2 performed by the 7 to 10 year olds, began with a
chorus of “Fairy Bells,” followed by a solo sung by Annie
Leach, called “The Mourner’s Song,” which she sang
sweetly and it was thought there wasn’t a dry eye in the
hall. This was followed by a cheerful character song the
“The Toy Girl’s Waltz,” sung by Mary and Pattie Costiff,
Jessie Jefferies, Annie Leach, Lizzie Madgewick, Dora
Mosson, Sarah Moy, Pattie Vaughan and Carrie Wedge.
A tableau entitled “Like this,” followed, performed by
Ada, Mary and Pattie Costiff, Maggie Fulbrook, Ethel
Green, Jessie Jefferies, Annie Leach, Dora and
Jeanetta Mosson. The duet “The Fisher Girl,” was sung
with great feeling by Jeanetta Mosson and Mary Costiff.
William Woodage recited “the Colour Bearer,” with great
gusto.
This was followed by a choir of 17 boys singing
“Statues” Miss Wedge gave a touching performance of
“Duncan Grey” wearing full highland dress. After the
interval, the South Stoke Minstrels, (in full character
dress and makeup) gave an excellent performance
lasting over 30 minutes, which was thought to be the
most humorous of the evening. The star of the Minstrels
was Ashley Vickery.
The performance of the children was thought to very
professional and great credit was given to Mr and Mrs
Humpage for the control exercised over 80 children. At
the end of the concert Mr CH Cook gave a speech
thanking the children and Mr and Mrs Humpage for their
efforts in producing the concert.
David Beasley

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-October 2016 Update.
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Please book early to avoid disappointment, we have already sold many tickets. If you book in
multiples of four tickets you will be able to sit with your friends. The live shows will be amazing!!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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All The Fun Of The Fair
th

On Saturday 19 December we are holding our Christmas Fair at the shop. We have a good selection of independent traders attending including Carozel Jewellery, Ruby Pepper clothes & accessories, The Homemade
Cake Company and Phoenix cards & gift stationery.
Each year this event kick-starts our festive foods season and you can get ahead of the game and support your
community shop, as well as avoiding the hideous Christmas Eve queues in town, by ordering many items at the
fair.
Our turkeys and turkey crowns are supplied by Walters Turkeys who have won national gold food awards and certainly the feedback that we receive after each Christmas bears this out. They really are a bit special.
One of the big hits with customers last year was the Turkey & Ham pies from Blackwoods of Henley and these will
be available for ordering again this year, along with a selection of local cheeses & stilton.
Sarah Butler’s fabulous quiches are also available to order as well as Christmas cakes and puddings of all
sizes - and we hope to have a selection of wines for you to pre-order too.
Corbetts Chocolates of Goring will also be showcasing their sweet sensations and taking orders for
Christmas delivery.
The Garden Room Flower Company will be bringing a selection of Christmas door wreaths and customers
can pre-order these at the fair for delivery at their own convenience.
As you may have seen already via email, a number of shop volunteers have
donated their crafting skills to the fair this year and they are busy creating a selection
of Handmade in South Stoke gifts which we hope you will all like and purchase to
support the village shop.
Another new addition this year is a craft stall where they will no doubt an abundance
of glitter and glue to keep the young ones amused whilst you browse.
All polished off with a hot turkey roll with stuffing and mulled wine. What’s not to like?
Hope to see you there!
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com

New Artisan Breads
To Order On Saturdays
We are delighted to be supplying artisan breads
made by local lovely Lorraine Woodward.
These breads are all organic and are available
to order for Saturdays.
Choose from White Sour Dough, Seeded Sour
Dough, Spelt farmhouse or individual Rye &
Pesto.
Orders must be placed by Wednesday for Saturday delivery. Call the shop on 01491 871633
or email orders@southstokeshop.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Some Like It Hot… Too Hot!
As September chills start to creep into our evenings we are all beginning to think about how long we should hold
out before turning on the heating again. These thoughts also lead us to consider how our heating bills could be
reduced this winter (along with our carbon emissions).
How warm do you need your house?
Every member of your household is likely to have a different answer to this question! It
is widely publicised that turning down your thermostat by one degree could reduce your
heating bill by 10% but to do this you may need to re-educate those that feel the cold.
Putting on thick socks and a jumper can make all the difference or, if sitting still, use a
blanket.
Sleeping in a cool bedroom, snuggled down under a warm duvet, is one of the joys of
winter so don’t heat your bedrooms to the same temperature as your living areas. Use
the TRVs on your bedroom radiators to reduce the temperature in bedrooms and turn
your heating down or off overnight.
If you are less mobile, or tend to spend your evenings in one room, why not reduce the
temperature of the rest of the house and use a localised source of heat to boost the
temperature in that room such as a gas or electric fire or an oil-filled electric heater?
New boiler?
Do you have your boiler serviced annually? Not only will this keep your boiler working efficiently but it is an
opportunity to ask the heating engineer whether it is time to upgrade to a more efficient model, how much this
might cost, and how much it might save.
Renewable heat
Would you like to reduce your reliance on fossil fuels for heating your home? Wood
burning stoves are making a comeback however more sophisticated biomass boilers
fuelled by wood pellets or wood chips are also available for domestic properties. They
need more looking after than oil or gas systems, and you have to have space for fuel
storage, but they can save money as well as carbon, particularly if your home is off
mains gas. Alternatively, heat pumps can be used to extract warmth from the ground or
the air to heat your home or sunshine to heat your hot water. Since 2014, all of these
systems qualify for the Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) with quarterly
payments for seven years for the amount of clean, green renewable heat it’s estimated
your system produces. The RHI can pay up to 19.74p/kWh for solar thermal hot water
and between 4.7p and 19.33p/kWh for heat generated by biomass or an air source or
ground source heat pump making them a viable option for domestic heating. If you
would like to read more try www.rhincentive.co.uk.
Moira Dorey
EiE Project Manager, Oxford Brookes University
01865 484153
mdorey@brookes.ac.uk

Awards Spotlight
Inspirational Young People

A New Way To Pay To Park

The Young Achievers Awards honour remarkable
young people whose achievements are inspirational
and make our communities better places to
live. Young people aged 11 to 18 years living in the
South Oxfordshire District Council, may be nominated
to receive an award of up to £250 in recognition of
their achievements.
To get an award your people must have made exceptional achievements in one of the following areas in
the last 12 months: in the arts, sports or voluntary
services/citizenship.

From 1 November, if you wish to pay to park using
your mobile phone you can do so via a new system
called Connect Cashless – you can use this at all district council car parks across South Oxfordshire and
the Vale of White Horse.
This service replaces RingGo which will not work in
these car parks from 1 November. You will still be
able to pay by cash.
To access Connect Cashless you can register for the
service via a quick phone call to provide your payment
details – One text later and you’ll be set up.
Every time you then visit one of our car parks you’ll
just need to make a quick phone call or send a single
text to pay for your parking.

If you know someone who should be nominated for
an award email us at grants@southandvale.gov.uk or
call 01235 422405. More grant information can be
found on the SODC website (for a simple link, please
use http://tinyurl.com/hp5ff59).

You can find more information on the Connect Cashless website http://www.connectcashlessparking.com.

South Oxfordshire District Council

South Oxfordshire District Council
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Herbaceous Borders
At the November meeting of the Wallingford Gardening Club, Geoff Hawkins returns to give a talk about
how to design, plant, and look after herbaceous borders.

"Oops! We've found something
in the bin"
From early October you might find a note hanging on
your green wheelie bin if you have used black or coloured sacks.

Geoff worked as Head Gardener at the Mill Court private estate in Hampshire, and retired from there after
35 years. As a head gardener he ran the small estate
of 30 acres working in greenhouses, vegetable and
fruit gardens, herbaceous and shrub borders as well
as looking after the trees, ponds and natural features
on the estate.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th November.

The hangers saying, ‘Oops we’ve found black/
coloured sacks in this bin’, explains that although the
bin has been emptied on this occasion, from the 1st
November if you continue to put black or coloured
sacks in the green recycling bin, the collection crew
will assume it’s contaminated and won’t empty it.

Visitors very welcome £2.

We’ve had to do this because some people are putting food waste and dirty nappies into their green
wheelie bins, which is contaminating whole truckloads
of recycling. In the last nine months more than 100
tonnes of recycling from the district have been rejected because of contamination.

Although incidents of hate crime have slightly increased
nationally in recent months the numbers in Southern
Oxfordshire remain low. Hate crime includes hostility or
prejudice towards a person’s disability, race or ethnicity,
religion or belief, sexual orientation or transgender identity.

To find out more visit the council’s website southoxon.gov.uk. For further information please call 0300
061 0610, email admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk.

Isabelle Darby
01491-836867

Hate Crime

Victims can report the matter to local police via the 101
number. Alternatively, a hate crime can be reported to
The Hate Crime Network by telephone on 0300
1234 148 or emailing info@hatecrimenetwork.org.uk.

SOUTH STOKE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD 2016
If you would like to participate in the 2016 South Stoke Community Christmas Card (a village Christmas card from villagers to villagers) to raise funds for village projects. Please fill in the box below with a seasonal message and return to
The Village Shop, The Perch and Pike or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry Rd with a suggested donation of £5 and we
will do the rest. Please return your messages and donations by Saturday December 10th 2016. If you have any questions or would like to help please do get in touch. Clare Wortley, clarewortley@mac.com, 875377
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What bin is it this week?
Check out Binzone – the handy new
way to find out about your bin collections from your smartphone.
Go to www.southoxon.gov.uk/binzone
Type your postcode in and select your
address to find out what day your bin
will be emptied, and most importantly
which bins are next.
Or if you’re at home you can tap the
handy “locate me” button and the webapp will show your bin collection details.
You don’t even need to type in your
postcode.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Available in South Stoke Community Shop, Crowmarsh
Village Shop, Higgs Printers, Wallingford Book Shop,
Wallingford Tourist Information
or direct from David Beasley - 01491 835947
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Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

November 2016

16

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

November 2016

17

IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke

Your Last Chance To See...

Services in November 2016

There is a last chance to see this year’s special exhibition
‘300 Years of Cartoons’ at Wallingford Museum, as the
Museum closes for the winter on the 30th November, to
prepare for new major presentations in 2017.

November 6th 11.15am Family Service
November 13th 10.50am Remembrance Service
November 20th 11.15am Holy Communion at
St Mary’s Church Streatley
November 27th 11.15am Holy Communion (CW1)
Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 1st November.
The Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 16th
November at 10.30am - 12noon, St Andrew’s
Church.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Michael Codner

This spectacular private collection of cartoons has been
brought together by Dr Steve Head to show wonderful examples of the development of the use of cartoons in the
last three centuries. Featuring
about a hundred cartoons of all
kinds, the exhibition allows you
simply to look at the cartoons and
enjoy them for themselves, or to
take time to read a little about
each one and learn a great deal a very special experience.
1066 commemorations are also coming to a close.
Though the English did not submit after their defeat at the
Battle of Hastings in October 1066, a highly organized
Norman campaign of intimidation and attrition saw one
town yield after another, with the most important being
Dover, Canterbury, Winchester, and finally Wallingford.
Wallingford Museum's special exhibition '1066 - William
comes to Wallingford!' will close on 30 November. It
features William the Conqueror’s impact on Wallingford including his crossing of the Thames here with his army
950 years ago after the Battle of Hastings.
Stu Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Dates for Your Diary
November 4th

Bonfire & Fireworks Night
(The Rec, from 6.00pm)

Oxfordshire Branch Chair (Voluntary) Wanted

November 12th

Interested in environmental issues? Care about your
countryside? Want to make a difference? The Oxfordshire Campaign to Protect Rural England is a local
charity that exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and
diversity of rural Oxfordshire.

Defibrillator Training
(Perch & Pike, 3.00pm)

November 19th

South Stoke Christmas Fair
(Shop car park/The Rec,
11.00am - 3.00pm)

December 2nd

Movie Night: Sound of Music
(Village Hall, 7.00pm)

December 16th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Campaign to Protect Rural England

We are currently seeking a new Chairman to provide
vision and leadership to ensure CPRE Oxfordshire has
a strong and effective voice for the future of our countryside. This is an excellent opportunity for someone
who enjoys the challenge of thinking strategically, generating ideas and leading a team to make a real difference.
To find out more, including a role description and details of how to apply, please see our website
www.cpreoxon.org.uk, telephone 01491 612079 or
email administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk .
Deadline for applications: 30 November 2016.

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the December issue: Tuesday 22nd
November 2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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