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Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice

Fish ‘n’ Chips Evening On The Rec

S14 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
Temporary Road Closure
at South Stoke, South Bank
10th - 12th October

Big thanks to everyone from the village who came up to
the shop on Saturday evening to support the Fish and
Chips evening.

A Temporary Notice is being made to implement the
temporary closure and will operate from 10 October for
3 days (09:00 – 16:00). South Bank will be closed to
through traffic due to repairs to the South Bank railway
bridge. Access will be maintained for emergency service vehicles and those residents within the closure area, subject to the progress of the works.

The weather was kind to us and remained dry for the
evening and Tiago's team did a roaring trade in fish
suppers. I think we slightly overwhelm them each time,
but the fish is cooked fresh to order and so hopefully is
worth the wait!
This event was later in the summer than last year so we
kept the shop open until around 8pm, by which time it

Please also note that the 134 bus service will use Cross
Keys Road in each direction instead of South Bank during these hours - for each of these days.
Further information regarding the works may be obtained by contacting Dyer & Butler on 02380 742 230.

Village BBQ Thank You
Many thanks to everyone who came along to the BBQ
on the Sunday of the August Bank Holiday weekend.
An extra thank-you to those of you who helped organise
the event. We raised £219 which will go towards a table
tennis table in the village hall.
The attendance was a little down on last year, we were
not helped by the weather as a rain storm arrived just
as we were starting. A few folk commented that the
Bank Holiday weekend is not good for everyone as
many folk are away on holiday. I am wondering if a Saturday in June might be better for next year? Any comments and suggestions welcome!
Nigel Bond
nigbond@gmail.com
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was dark and many had departed to the warmth of their
homes to enjoy their suppers. Nevertheless the shop
had a very good evening and we welcomed many people from outside the village who have heard of the
event via social media or word of mouth, which is always encouraging.
As autumn begins to settle in, we wave goodbye to our
outside parties but I already have a few new contacts
for outside catering events for next year and plenty of
cold winter days to plan them!
Particular thanks must be given to Trudy Scarratt and
Jane Newton for helping in the shop on the night and
making it such fun and to Sue & Robert Sarjent for putting up the posters around the village....and then taking
them down again afterwards!
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
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Parish Plan Re-Fresh: The Village Hall and the Village Shop
In the original Parish Plan (2009-2011) both a communi- major projects at the same time …. and compete for
ty shop for the village and a new or modernised village large grants from the same organisations.
hall were high on the wish-list for many parishioners.
The result of staring this reality in the face is the current
The Shop project, as we know, was a success story research that Geoff Ward, a
thanks primarily to Nicky Kenmember of the Shop Board, is
nedy and a band of supporters
leading, with the agreement
- but we did not manage to
and commitment of each of
find a way forward for the Hall.
the involved groups and a representative of each of them:
In the Re-Fresh exercise carried out by the Parish Council
x The Amenities Charity in 2014/2015, the need for a
Ann Powell (who looks
permanent premises for the
after all the Hall bookShop, and the need to do
ings)
something about our ageing
x The Village Hall Devel
Hall were once again identiopment Group - Cllr An
fied as key wants by villagers.
drew Scrivener
As has been previously report- The Park - i.e., the field behind the present village Hall
x The Parish Council - Cllr
ed, the Board of the shop took
Chris Bertrand
the bull by the horns and deThe objective is to arrive at:
veloped a strategy for a new
First - a specification for a joint
Shop premises, with the aim
Hall & Shop building, with asto achieve by early 2019 when
sociated access & car-parking
the temporary planning permission for the current shop
And second - leading on from
expires.
this specification - the optiThe Village Hall review, however, went somewhat around
the houses. The emphasis
was first put on re-vamping
and maintaining the current reputedly 1890s - building.
This idea faded after yet another look at the structural
condition of the building. This
identified the need for some
strengthening works to be
carried out before too long. A
replacement Hall then became the favoured way forward, for both the Hall Development Group and the Amenities Charity.

mum place to locate it - on
one or other of the following The Recreation Ground, The
Park or the Glebe Field.
The Rec - Recreation Ground and Playground

It is hoped that this group will
finish its investigation before
the end of this year, and be
able to come back to the Parish Council, to which it reports,
with a recommendation as to
where and what each of the
constituent organisations
should now be aiming at and
working for in terms of a composite village amenity. It goes
without saying that during the
course of its investigation the
group will consult with and
seek the views of villagers as
far as possible. Please make
sure to share your thoughts.

With the Shop Development
Group now aiming at trying to
raise some £300K for a new
shop, and the Village Hall
The Glebe Field - subject to the agreement of the land-owner
Group looking at trying to
raise another substantial sum - uncosted, but probably Cllr Roy McMillan
at least another £300K - some voices were raised cau- Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com, 07770 592667
tioning against our small village trying to carry out two

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have been awarded £227,269
by Sport England for a three year project GO Active Gold. GO Active Gold will offer support
for people in rural areas, age 60 and over, to live more active lifestyles, by setting up more
local physical activities that cater for all abilities.
Come along to the launch event of GO Active Gold near you and take part in our activity
taster sessions. Village Hall in South Stoke October 6th - 10 am - 11.30 am
Limited places. To book contact: Simone Passeri on 07717 326661 simone.passeri@southandvale.gov.uk.
Are you a local coach / activity instructor and interested in delivering activities to people ages 60 and over? Get in
touch!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Housing Development in the Parish
As readers of previous editions of this newsletter will
know, the South Stoke Housing Development Project
Group (SSHDP) has been in discussion with the two
local large land-owners - The Diocese and Savill’s
(representatives of Christ Church College) - concerning
both their interests in any land development in the Parish. We have also considered the likely requirement
from the local planning authority - South Oxfordshire
District Council - for small villages such as ours, soon to
take a share of the housing requirement with which they
are faced.
The main thrusts of these discussions - from our perspective - has been and continues to be, that if housing
development in or around the village is to take place, it
should:
x

x
x

x

Be complimentary to the existing housing in the immediate area, and provide more affordable and
small to medium size housing including some starter
type homes
Be well laid out, with both safe access and where
appropriate green spaces and screening
Provide the village with both a practical and a financial return, that will help substantially enhance both
the parish’s amenities and its infrastructure and services
Maintain and build on South Stoke as a thriving and
independent village in its own right

All of the above are points that received a favourable
amount of support in the response to the parish-wide
housing development questionnaire held last autumn.
The group hopes - subject to agreement from the Parish Council, to which it reports - to be able to announce
the start of a formal Neighbourhood Plan or Neighbourhood Development Order within the next few weeks,
and to start the long process of Parishioner consultation
and research which such a Plan or Order require.

The Perch & Pike Bus Stop (but no bus!)
The number of our bus services per day to Wallingford
and Goring Station was cut from 13 to 7 at the end of
July when OCC’s subsidies to rural bus operators ended. We have, though, unlike some other Oxfordshire
villages, still had a bus service, of sorts. This has at
least provided a way of getting to shops etc, for those of
us who have no other transport means.
However this limited commercial service since end July
has only been provided by Messrs Go Ride CIC on a
trial basis, and its continuing existence has largely depended on the number of users making it economically
viable. From what I understand from Go Ride’s Managing Director, the trial has not been paying its way, and
he is currently reviewing its continuing operation.
What this means we don’t know yet, but at worst, it
could mean no bus service at all for people in South
Stoke …and North Stoke and Goring!

Further details will appear in next month’s newsletter.

A representative of Goring Parish Council and I are urgently looking at any other possibilities, that could be
set up, if at short-notice Go Ride should decide that it
cannot continue. I will keep you posted.

Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com, 07770 592 667

Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com, 07770 592 667

Vandalism At South Stoke Primary School

Free Electric Blanket Testing

I had a meeting with the Head Teacher on Monday 19th September, to discuss various matters which were relevant to the both the
School and the Parish Council. As we were concluding the meeting, Amanda Rogers mentioned that there had recently been two
cases of vandalism in or near the school:

Oxfordshire is conducting their annual
electric blanket testing, with the nearest on
to South Stoke being in Wallingford on
Wednesday 5th October. Another possible
day is Wednesday 19th October, but a bit
further afield in Henley.

x
x

Her car had been “keyed” while parked on The Street
Several bolts securing some of the equipment in the playground had been loosened or removed

I subsequently received a visit from PCSO Mark Bell, to whom the
above incidents had also been reported by Amanda Rogers. Mark
asked to have this matter included in our monthly newsletter, and
to point out if anyone should know anything about either of these
acts of vandalism, would they please contact him - in confidence.
Mark can be reached at: 07979771158 or by email via
mark.bell@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667, roy.c.mcm@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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If you have and use electric blankets and
you would like it/them to be tested, you
should make an appointment for a free test
by contacting:
Trading Standards on 01865 815 000 option
4, to arrange an appointment or email
communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk
They will then tell you where in Wallingford
(or indeed at Henley or at any of the other
Oxfordshire locations on other dates) and
give you a time for you to come along with
your blanket or blankets.
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South Stoke WI

It’s Time To Volunteer
As a small community, we have a lot going on.
Unsurprisingly, all the activities in South Stoke require
some considerable effort, much by volunteers. The
Shop is both managed by a volunteer committee, and
though there is a part-time paid manager, the shop is
mostly staffed by a group of volunteers.
There are many other examples of the great work in our
community, run and manned by volunteers and supported by many others. South Stoke Primary School’s
Parent Association, do two major fund-raisers for the
school, planned and run by volunteers. So, too, the
Amenities Committee, the Fun in the Collage Hall
groups, the WI, St Andrew’s Church, even the Parish
Council (to name some): all to benefit our community.
You will likely have read articles in this newsletter and
previous issues about some current big projects, on top
of the usual groups and activities - development in
South Stoke, a permanent Shop and new Village Hall.
These are major projects that need your help. Now’s
your chance to become involved. It’s time to reach out,
make contact and put your name forward. Not only will
you be helping our community, you are also likely to get
a great deal of enjoyment in working with others and
the satisfaction of a job well done.

Councils Binning Black & Coloured
Sacks In Recycling Bins
From November, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse District Councils will only empty green wheelie
bins if the recycling in them is loose or in clear sacks.
Despite a recent campaign to raise awareness of the
issue, some people are still putting in things like food
waste and dirty nappies, contaminating whole truckloads of recycling - when these things are put into recycling bins in black or coloured sacks they’re not spotted
until it’s too late.
If there’s a sack in a recycling bin and the waste crews
can’t see what’s in it, they’ll have to assume it contains
contamination and won’t empty it.
Councillor Tony Harbour, cabinet member for waste at
South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “Contaminated
recycling has become a real issue that we have to tackle. Insisting on loose recycling or clear sacks is a simple
change that will make a big difference – and most people won’t be affected. If you do want to use bin-bags in
your green bin, you can use clear ones, which are available from most large supermarkets and hardware
stores. In most cases, clear sacks work out cheaper
than black ones.”
Councillor Charlotte Dickson, cabinet member for waste
at Vale of White Horse District Council, said,
“Throughout October we’ll leave a note on any bins with
the wrong colour sack in it to explain the problem – we’ll
empty the bin on that occasion, but from November
we’ll then have to start leaving them unemptied to help
us protect everybody else’s recycling from getting contaminated.”
South Oxfordshire District Council
communications@southandvale.gov.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

For once the weather was kind to us, and our garden
meeting in September was on a lovely sunny day.
Members enjoyed a relaxing afternoon with a delicious
tea in Janet Steel's garden. We celebrated five
birthdays this month.
Many thanks to all who
helped with the teas at this
year's 'Open Gardens', we
severed a record number of
teas and sold out of cakes.
Our next meeting is in the
Village Hall on Tuesday
11th October. We also have a Group Meeting on 6th
October at Aston Tirrold, at which our speaker is
Patricia Purcell with 'Tales from the Opera'.
Rita Mann

South Stoke Historical Society
13th October at 1.45pm
The Historical Society will meet for the first time in
many years on Thursday 13th October at 1.45 pm at
the Old Vicarage.
Please put the date in your diaries, iPads, etc. Come
along and say what you would like to do in the society
and how you would like it to evolve. You can also decide if you want to be a listener or a doer. Everything is
up for discussion.
If you can't attend the
meeting but would be
interested in the society
please contact me by email on
l.gatto@btinternet.com
or call or leave
a message on 01491
874308.
All are welcome.
Linda Gatto

South Stoke 200 Club
The September draw took place in the Perch & Pike
on Monday the 12th. The lucky winners this month
were:
1st Prize (£75) – Sue Sarjent
2nd Prize (£50) – David Jennings
3rd Prize (£25) – Lesley Wale
This is our biggest prize pot to-date, with prizes
totalling £150 for the first time.
The October draw will take place on Tuesday (note the
change of day) 11th October in the Perch & Pike at
8.00pm.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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I am writing this while sat in our campervan somewhere in
the Orkneys with no internet connection so I have no idea
if it will arrive on the editor’s desk in time…If you are
reading it I guess it has!
At last our luck turned and the weather was superb for the
Open Gardens last month, a great success was enjoyed
by all …but the debate is not over. June would certainly
be a more usual time when gardens are often at their
peak, but the challenge of producing colour for the end of
August is a good one. Sadly, I failed the challenge with
my sweet peas again this year. They might be flowering
now for all I know but were some three or four weeks
behind target. Our event certainly had the advantage this
year of no-one else in Oxfordshire doing Open Gardens
that weekend. Let’s hope for good weather again next
year whether the date is changed or not.
While I’m away my thoughts turn to the jobs that await me
in the garden on my return.
Geraniums
There are lots of ways to overwinter geraniums and some
say that none of them is worth doing as new plants are
always better. As I failed to take any cuttings earlier in the
summer, I will just have to make do with saving what I
can. I planted nearly all my geraniums in the ground this
year but on reflection that was a mistake. Quite a lot of
them have gone brown and soggy while others have
simply stopped growing. The few I kept in pots are much
healthier and have kept flowering all summer. Growing on
into larger pots means that they have been fed and looked
after much better.
In order to keep the plants for next year I will dig them up,
prune them severely and put them into a tight-fitting pot
with my own (very weedy) compost and add just a little bit
of water. The pots are then stored in good light and kept
frost free in the heated greenhouse, just occasional
watering during the winter to keep the shoots plump but
not spindly. I keep picking off any flowering shoots too, so
the plants get a proper rest. Then in the Spring some of
the shoots will be ready to cut off and pot up as new
plants while the old plants can be fed and watered.
Fuchsias
Essentially the approach is the same for fuchsias. It is
very easy to take cuttings throughout the growing season
but as usual I failed to do so - partly because I’m
struggling with homes for those I have. So I take them out
of their pots, prune heavily back to a basic simple shape
with no thin straggly growths and pot them into a smaller
pot if at all possible. Then they can be stored in a frost
free place - under the greenhouse staging in my case.
This year I will take more care to ensure that trailing and
non-trailing varieties are labelled as the upright vigorous
fuchsias look odd in a hanging basket!

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke Night Sky
This image is from my garden at the end of August – it’s
entitled the “Summer Triangle”, referring to the three
bright stars Vega, Altair and Deneb which are visible. There is a lot of colour gradation in the bottom half,
but that is Reading and Newbury’s light pollution.
Late evening, the summer Milky Way glimmers high in
the sky, bisecting the sky from the southwest to the
northeast, through the Summer Triangle. As the Triangle moves west over the next month, we say farewell to
summer so get your last views before the winter constellations take centre stage. The Milky Way’s densest
star clouds are in the south west, but sadly not very
clear to see owing to the glow of distant light pollution.
Indeed the famous "Teapot" asterism formed by the
brighter stars of the constellation Sagittarius, is almost
non-existent from South Stoke.
Also in the south west there are two bright planets, Saturn and Mars, both passed their best for this apparition.
If you have binoculars handy, get yourself dark adapted
by spending 10 minutes or so out of any bright lights
and use the bins to gradually sweep upwards along the
Milky Way from the horizon to the zenith. You should
notice the "voids" among these star clouds, each of
these voids is an obscuring clouds of cold, dark gas
and dust. One planet that is visible is the planet Venus
and that will become higher in the west during the
course of the month.
Trevor Pitt
Thank you, Trevor! I hope we can keep learning from you about
the South Stoke night-time sky as the seasons progress - it is
fascinating to see the stars with a better understanding.—Editor
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South Stoke Community
Apple Juice Project

Save the Date

The Shop at South Stoke this year is once again producing Community Apple Juice. For the best juice we
needed more eaters than cookers, and we sought a mix
of no more than 25% cookers to 75% eaters.
Apples needed to be clean. Windfalls were not suitable. Early apples wouldn’t last long enough to turn into
juice; Chris
Lanczak at
Waterperry
recommended
"main crop apples" that were
ready from mid
- September
onwards.
We collected
and stored the
apples at the
shop. When we had enough we delivered them to Waterperry Gardens where the apples were then pressed,
pasteurised and bottled. We will then sell bottles of
South Stoke Apple Juice in the shop. As you know, all
shop profits are ploughed back into the community.

Is it too early to be thinking about Christmas? The shop
has to plan ahead so we are already organising the
South Stoke Christmas Fair. It will be on Saturday 19th
November in the car park on the Recreation
Ground.
We will have a selection of local independent traders
with plenty of ideas for presents, decorations, flowers
and food. There will be an opportunity to taste Walter’s
fabulous turkeys with hot turkey rolls. And we will have
food and drinks available to sample or buy including a
large vat of steaming mulled wine.
If you would like a stall on the day either drop into the
shop or email order@southstokeshop.co.uk
At the Christmas Fair we will be taking orders for all
your Christmas goodies like pies, turkeys, wines and
beers. We will have them ready for collection well in
time for Christmas.
So put the date in your diary, and relax knowing that
you can sort your Christmas on 19th November at the
South Stoke Christmas Fair.

Thanks to several villagers, we have delivered loads of
apples to Waterperry so South Stoke Apple Juice will
be coming soon - watch this space.

Help Wanted
Shop Volunteers and Treasurer
The Shop at South Stoke is always looking for new
volunteers. Full training is given and you can choose
the shifts that suit you. Either call in to the shop or
email nicky.kennedy3@btinternet.com.
South Stoke Community Shop also needs to find a new
treasurer or at least someone who can take on a portion
of the role.
The role encompasses tracking the performance of the
shop against budget and reporting that monthly to the
board and annually to the members or shareholders. It
involves coordination with the accountant and
bookkeeper. It would help if you have some financial
background but there could be a phased handover for
someone with less experience to take over gradually.

Any help you can give would be greatly appreciated.
Please contact David Kennedy on 872230 or call in to
the shop and leave a message.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Get Set, Bake!
An ever popular item at the shop are our local fresh
eggs. But what more can you do with eggs other than
boil, poach, fry or scramble?
Clare Wortley recommends Mary Berry’s Victoria Sandwich. Traditionally the Victoria sponge was made with
equal weights of eggs, flour, butter, and sugar but Mary
gives a fail safe version here http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/
recipes/mary_berrys_perfect_34317
Clare suggests using buttercream rather than whipped
cream but that comes down to personal choice.

October 2016

6

October News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
The summer months give many of us the opportunity to
catch up with a number of things and this is true of MPs
too. Of course like others many MPs take a holiday during
the recess. Without the pressures of Parliament sitting the
rest of the time gives space for other visits and meetings
that too often get squeezed out.
Around the constituency I was delighted to celebrate with
residents of Cuxham that fibre broadband had been
installed. This was the first community to benefit from the
second phase of the multi-million pound Better Broadband
for Oxfordshire programme and I look forward to being able
to celebrate with many more as the roll-out progresses. In
the north of the constituency the residents of Noke
celebrated the installation of their new play equipment.
Noke is an isolated village and so the play equipment gives
the young people a focus for meeting and playing together.
The community had been fundraising for some time and
celebrated the successful conclusion of this project. At the
same time they had a delayed celebration of the Queen’s
90th birthday. In Henley the 7th Regatta for the Disabled
took place and I was delighted to be asked to open this
once again. It is a real pleasure to see the river being used
by those less able and to see the enjoyment that is derived
from this regatta.
Now that Parliament is back the pace has stepped up again
- on the first day back the House did not adjourn until
11.30pm as we debated the final stages of the Finance Bill.
One Bill which I have been awaiting has now been set
before the house and that is the Neighbourhood Planning
Bill. The Bill seeks to speed up and strengthen the
Neighbourhood Planning process, something that I have
long supported and encouraged. There have been
concerns locally in recent months that Neighbourhood
Planning is being undermined by other planning factors. In
planning there are many shades of grey and key
applications are rarely ‘black and white’. The more clarity
we can get direct from Government the better.
Later this month Parliament will again go into recess for the
Party Conference season. As has become my habit in this
recess I have again set up a series of meetings across the
constituency to enable me to meet with constituents share
thoughts and discuss their concerns. Inevitably many of
these meetings are during the daytime and I appreciate that
this limits access for those with other commitments. If
anyone would like to raise an issue but is unable to get to a
meeting please do feel free to contact me.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.

As the nights are really starting to draw in now is a great
time to make use of the library. Join our book club, meet
new friends and discuss a great selection of books. We
also have a new collection of DVD’s on to the library
which may be helpful on wet weekends an cold
evenings.
Home Library Service
Oxfordshire County Council Home Library Service is a
great way to use the library without even leaving the
comfort of your own home for those who are unable to
get to the library. Books are brought to your home by a
friendly volunteer.
Why Volunteer?
You will make a positive difference to the lives of people
in your community who need a bit of extra help.
Could you spare a little time?
Schedules can work around you – You can organise
tomes with the people you deliver to, meaning you can
fit it around your busy life. www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
homelibrary
Woodcote Library Rhymetime Session. - If you can
spare half an hour every few weeks to lead our
rhymetime session. It’s a lovely fun session with stories,
singing and great Parents and children.
Halloween Craft Session
Saturday 29th October 10am -12pm.
We will be having a spooky themed craft morning
with lots of gluing and sticking. All craft can be taken home. Children must be accompanied by an
adult.
The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday
19th September.
Rhymetime for the under 5’s re-starts after the summer
break on September 8th at the usual time of 10am.
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green, Library Manager
01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-September 2016 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Having Problems At University?

Update: Unitary Council For Oxfordshire

Contact Citizens Advice Bureau
September is the month of yellowing leaves, darkness
in the evenings, a stern chill in the mornings, and difficult goodbyes as children leave home for university. For
many, this transition from family life to independent living can be difficult and stressful to manage.
And once on campus, or especially in private rented
accommodation, new students can find themselves facing the jaundiced indifference of adult life as
they struggle with practical problems which they hadn’t
anticipated: "What's the best way to revise for exams?"
"I don't like my course - can I transfer to a different
one?" "How do I open a bank account?" "I have a disability - what about wheelchair access?" "Does my landlord have responsibility for repairs?" "Can I get a parttime job?" In addition, there are all the questions they
forgot to ask their parents: "How do you cook spaghetti?" "Where do I put the powder in the washing machine?"
The glorious liberation that college life is supposed to
be, the golden key that unlocks the door of life
and gives access to unbridled freedom and fulfilment,
seems very far away when you're wondering why you
don't have any friends, or have failing grades, or feel
cripplingly homesick, or can't pay your rent.
Many of us at Citizens Advice have been through all of
this. If you are a first-year student, or about to become
one, or if you feel that you can't
cope with undergraduate life, or if
you need support, contact us. Call
Adviceline on 03444 111 444 or
drop in to your nearest Citizens
Advice. We're here to help. Locations and opening hours of our
offices in Oxfordshire South and
Vale can be found
on www.caox.org.uk.
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity that provides the national Citizens Advice service locally. We have 150 skilled volunteers
supported by 10 staff, operating from five offices. We
rely on local funding.
Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice Bureau

A second series of informative guided walks around the
former Fair Mile mental hospital will be run in October
and November. Dates currently offered are Sundays
2nd, 16th, 23rd October, Saturday 29th October,
Sundays 6th and 20th November and Saturday 26th
November. Special arrangements can be made for
groups. Walks will be led by Ian Wheeler, author of Fair
Mile Hospital: a Victorian Asylum; they take about two
hours, starting at 10 a.m. (which is earlier than previous
walks) and cost £3.00.
Advance booking is essential: call 01491-652295 or
email ian@cholsey.com.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Today the County Council’s Cabinet formally decided to
support development proposals for local government reorganisation based on a single council for the whole of Oxfordshire that would save around £100m over five years.
We must also ensure that the new model can be responsive to the needs of communities and work effectively with
stakeholders from the public, private & voluntary sectors.
You will recall that at the start of the summer the County
and District Councils commissioned consultants (Grant
Thornton LLP and PWC respectively) to investigate potential options for reforming Oxfordshire’s local government
arrangements.
With both reports now published, it is clear that there is a
great deal of agreement between the two. I attach a summary note, but in short the reports concur that:
x
x
x
x

maintaining the status quo is not in the best interest of
residents;
a single unitary authority would deliver the biggest savings, of around £110m over five years;
key plans and services need to be managed on a
countywide footprint;
a mechanism for local empowerment and decisionmaking is needed within the county.

The links to both reports can be found at http://goo.gl/
j9kzAv and http://goo.gl/HKeiCp.
I would also like to draw your attention to the Grant
Thornton report’s proposal for a county/district hybrid
council referred to as ‘option 6’ in the report. This proposal
would mean a single unitary council, but where district
boundaries were preserved so that unitary councillors representing areas within a given district would meet to make
local decisions, as well as being part of the wider authority
and taking ‘strategic decisions.
To my mind this would allow us to build on the benefits of
both reports – delivering significant savings, providing a
strong single voice back to central government and respecting local identity and variation.
The Cabinet today considered the two reports, alongside
the recommendations of the cross-party Performance
Scrutiny Committee which met last week. The Cabinet has
decided that we will:
“Work with stakeholders, including the public, to develop
proposals for a single Oxfordshire unitary council, and in
particular further explore the proposal …. known as option 6, whereby local areas within the county could make
decisions for their own area, within an overall budget and
policy framework set at the strategic level.”

Walks Around Fair Mile

Ian Wheeler

I wanted to update you on the ongoing work to reform local government in Oxfordshire.

I will update you as soon as possible on what our next
steps will be, but am committed to engaging with stakeholders at the earliest opportunity to secure the best outcome for Oxfordshire.
I very much hope you will be able to contribute your insight
and ideas to these discussions as we develop a workable
model for local government to meet the long-term challenges and opportunities in Oxfordshire.
In the meantime, for further details and background please
see www.oneoxfordshire.org.

Peter G Clark
County Director, Oxfordshire County Council
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New Faces

Beautiful Kashmir

At Withymead Nature Reserve
Many people in the village will be aware that Dot Reich
and Keith Tomey, wardens at Withymead until May of
this year, have moved to Cumbria and we wish them
well in their new venture.
In August, following a recruitment process which attracted a lot of interest from some very talented applicants, the Trustees had a tough decision to make. From
a final shortlist of three, Sue Morris and Roger Wyatt
were selected as the new wardens. Sue and Roger live
locally and have had a close connection with
Withymead for many years.
Roger has a lifelong interest in wildlife, and particularly
in ornithology. He is an accomplished wildlife photographer and is involved with the RSPB in the protection of
rare breeding birds. Sue also has a keen interest in
wildlife and a wealth of experience in wetland and reed
fen ecology and enjoys photographing insects. Both
have had careers in the Environmental sector and have
travelled widely pursuing their interest.
They were delighted to be offered the post and told
commented, "We are very excited to be appointed as
Wardens at Withymead Nature Reserve. We are looking forward to working with the Trustees, Green Gym
and the many volunteers to maintain the Reserve as a
very special and unique wildlife site."
Events and courses are being scheduled for the winter
months, and with Roger’s experience in wildlife photography and Bernard Novell’s technical expertise,
Withymead is running a photography day on Saturday
8th October from 10am to 3pm. The cost is just £20
with places limited. For more information email
info@withymead.org or take a look at the website
www.withymead.org.
Rebecca Russell

Wallingford Gardening Club starts its series of autumn
talks in October with a lecture by Antony Powell on
'Beautiful Kashmir'.
Antony first trained with Hillier Nurseries before gaining
a qualification in amenity horticulture at Askham Bryan
College. He has worked in nurseries and gardens in
England and France and travelled to many other countries during his horticultural career. He now manages
four gardens in North Hampshire/West Berkshire.
He will present an illustrated talk about the 1983 Botanical Expedition to Kashmir. As an area that is now harder to visit, this talk will highlight the
beauty of the country and the flowers
that grow there.
The talk will be held at Ridgeway
Community Church, Wallingford at
7.30pm on Thursday 13th October.
Visitors very welcome £2.
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867
Advance notice of future talk :10th Nov 2016 - Herbaceous
Borders (Geoff Hawkins)

‘Create a Cartoon’ Night
at Wallingford Museum
Following the great success of our previous event in
May, this October's 'Night at the Museum' will be another FREE bookable 'Cartoon' event for children.
Here’s what it’s all about:
From 6.30 - 8.30pm on Friday 28th October, twenty
children (suggested age range 7-11) will have a chance
to try their hand at creating their own cartoon characters in Wallingford Museum with help from some local
artists and inspiration from things in the museum.
Steve Head, whose special ‘300 years of Cartoons’ exhibition is on display at the museum until endNovember, will talk to the children about how cartoons
began and help them to look closely at what makes a
cartoon special and get their ideas fired up!
Then it’s time for the children to ‘have a go’ for themselves with help on hand from local artists who are
kindly offering their assistance. All the necessary materials for drawing and colouring will be supplied - so all
that’s needed is lots of lovely creativity!
(Please note: children must be accompanied by a responsible adult - at least one adult to two children - but
the adults won’t be prevented from joining in too!) We’re
all aiming to have a fun evening.
This event has been generously sponsored for the Museum by The National Association of Decorative and
Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS), which works to advance
decorative and fine arts education and appreciation.
For further details and booking, please contact Judy
Dewey, 01491-651127, preferably before 20th Oct!
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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August Bank Holiday Weekend in South Stoke. Photo by Richard Newton

The Flower Festival - A Beautiful Success
The Flower Festival at St Andrew’s Church was the Sunday and Monday of the Bank Holiday weekend. Though
we missed including the details in the last Newsletter, it was an unmitigated success. I didn’t want another issue to
go by without showing all the beautiful flower arrangements presented.
We have been informed that this was one of the last times Jean Dixon will be in charge of the arrangements for
this event. Over many, many years Jean has been the inspiration and the force behind these amazing festivals. In these years, many different themes have been chosen - eg ‘The Season’s of the Church’, ‘Favourite
Hymns’, ‘Inspirational Women’, ‘Bible Characters’, and this year, ‘Prominent People’. These prominent individuals
were Robert Burns, Van Gogh, Florence Nightingale, Capability Brown, Shakespeare, Sir Karl Jenkins and Beatrix Potter.
St Andrew’s Church wants to give many, many
thanks to Jean for all the hard work she has put in
over the years. The Village at-large, as well. Thank
you, too, to all those who created such stunning
flow arrangements. The Flower Festival is an important, well-loved tradition and brings such joy to
those who are able to share in its beauty.

Florence Nightingale

Vincent Van Gogh

Robert Burns
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Beatrix Potter

William Shakespeare

Sir Karl Jenkins

Capability Brown

South Stoke Angling
On Sunday 11th September, six good ole boys took part in a fishing
match and dedicated it to the memory of our friend Sarah LarkinSmith. The morning started with a beautiful sunrise (see photo)
over our village and with a weight of over 35lbs of fish caught during the match, a record to-date for us.
All proceeds went to the charity Epilepsy Research UK. With online
donations and village support we raised £285.67. Thank you everyone who donated.
We have our home match against the mighty Goring here on home
turf on Sunday 9th October, so let's hope we have a clean sweep.
Paul Stevens
pauljstevens@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE

07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke

Remembering Dr Alan Stroud

Services in October 2016

I think the whole village rejoiced over the wedding of Lady
Sally Horton and Alan Stroud in January this year. Alan
joined Sally at Stoke Abbas and occasionally the couple
would go off to Norfolk where Alan had made his home in
retirement. His children have settled in that general area
with their families and he and Jenny his first wife were
very happy.

October 2nd
October 9th
October 16th
October 23rd
October 30th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
10.30am

Harvest Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Mattins
Holy Communion (CW1)
United Benefice Service
St Thomas’ Church, Goring

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 4th October.
Morning prayer will be at 9.30am every Friday, St
Andrew’s Church. The Coffee Morning will be on
Wednesday 19th October at 10.30am - 12noon, St
Andrew’s Church.
ALL WELCOME
Sally Stroud

Sally and Sir Robert met the Strouds in Pangbourne
where he was the senior partner in the Medical Practice;
the families got on well for many years and it was a great
sadness when Robert and later Jenny died.
We in South Stoke have witnessed a wonderful flowering
of a relationship at a time in life when many may be relaxing and winding down; not so with Alan and Sally Stroud.
They have been busy, they have been generous with their
time and energy for the benefit of others, and there has
been help and sympathy for many. Alan's gentle personality and ready wit made him a favourite person to sit beside or chat to over coffee.
Alan was taken ill on the 3rd September and went to hospital. Unfortunately, it became apparent that he was seriously ill, over the weekend. Sadly, he passed away on
Tuesday 6th September, with his son David at his side.
We look back, with affection, on a really decent man - a
Doctor who has served his patients professionally and has
made them well - and on a Christian man who did his part.
The funeral will be in Norfolk in his old home area, early in
October. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Sally
in her great loss and with his children.
Harry Hogg and Mike Codner
Churchwardens

Dates for Your Diary
October 6th

GO Active Gold
(10am—11.30am, Village
Hall)

October 13th

South Stoke Historical
Society (1.45pm, Old
Vicarage)

November 19th

South Stoke Christmas Fair
(Shop car park/The Rec)

December 16th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

A Cricketer’s Lament
For many years I batted on,
Always at number one,
I scored the sixes to impress,
The noughts though were a little fresh,
The bowling always so straight and true
Now throws down a googly or two,
My fielding in the slips was quick,
I was always in the mix,
Now pushed out to long leg,
I’m standing still like a peg,
The umpire’s call was always true,
Now it’s down to a motley crew,
The hallowed square in all it’s might,
Is a twinkling of it’s former right,
The outfield walked both day and night,
Now looks such an awful sight,
The bottled beers in cool box glow,
Now stand in dust without the flow,
So time has come to lift the bails,
And scuttle off behind my tail,
The stumps are pulled and are in a heap,
Maybe I will have a little weep.
-A South Stoke Cricket Aficionado-
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Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the November issue: Saturday 22nd
October 2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
October 2016
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