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Fantastic Bank Holiday Weekend in South Stoke
Village BBQ

Open Gardens

Though starting off a bit cloudy and windy, many joined
in the festivities at the annual Village BBQ, held on the
Rec on Sunday
28th August.
As usual, the
sense of community was
very strong,
with lots of conversations, children playing,
and of course
much enjoyment of the
burgers, sausages, cake
and drink.

Statistically we were due for a dry August Bank Holiday
Monday and the weather was even better than we had
hoped for bringing visitors from
as far afield as
Milton Keynes,
Windsor, Swindon, Eynsham
and
Crowthorne, as
well as plenty of
locals. At one
point there
were over 160
cars parked on
the Rec.

Proceeds for
the event are to
fund new table
tennis equipment for the
Village Hall - so
a worthy cause
as it was so
enjoyable.
(More details
as to the
amount raised
in the next Newsletter.)
Many thanks to Selina and Nigel Bond, Hilary and Dave
Lucas, John Lindley - and all others who helped to
make the BBQ a success.
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We had a record number of
gardens open
this year: Bright
Ravens, Herons, Tudor Cottage, The Old
Post Office, The
Ryepeck, Stoke
Abbas, Plough
Cottage, Fullbrook House,
Willow Barn,
Church View, The Granary, College Farm House,
Ashmount Cottage, River View, Lower Farm, Fishponds
and Manor Farm. Seventeen in total.
A lot of thank-yous… to everyone who opened their garden, sold tickets, directed traffic, organised village grass
cutting, to the WI for providing much needed refreshments
during the event, to the Village Shop for selling ice creams
and plants, and to the village as a whole for tolerating lots
of people wandering around and heavier traffic than usual.
We would particularly like to thank Robert Small, who is
standing down this year, for all his help and enthusiasm. We’re hoping that we can call him back out of retirement.

The sale of entrance tickets raised £2,880 which will be
used for village projects.
Jane Newton & Angela Exley
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Fifty Glorious Years In South Stoke
th

On September 13 966, Cyril and I arrived in South Stoke to our new home in the Middle Road. On the 15th, we
went back to Highams Park, on the edge of Epping Forest, to collect our two daughters, Elizabeth and Mary, and
the little ginger cat, Moggie, to begin our new life at Oakham, named after the County town of Rutland where we
had been evacuated in 1939.
Cyril, a journalist, commuted to London and I would drive him every morning to catch the 7.50am train to Paddington. Our two girls attended the Village Primary School. Both of them loved living in South Stoke, as it gave them
the freedom of growing up in a countryside environment - often going off on their bicycles with friends on a picnic,
but always telling us what time they would arrive home.
Shopping was a joy in those early days. It was to Jessie Dawe for the groceries and Post Office, and husband
Aubrey at the back, for succulent joints of meat. The groceries were delivered by brother Jim every Friday morning. The girls loved going to old Mrs Butler for their sweets, and Ray Allum provided the daily newspapers and
fresh eggs. We even had weekly deliveries of fresh vegetables, fruit and bread.
Cyril and I soon realised we had to participate in Village activities in order to become part of our new community.
It was Church every Sunday morning, and within 4 weeks I was a member of the WI - and have been ever since.
It was amazing how friendly and welcoming everyone was.
I remember so much of those early days in South Stoke. There was the first Christmas, when we had pre-dinner
drinks under the terrace in brilliant sunshine, and almost summer clothes. I wonder, was this the beginning of our
cycle of climate change?
We had only been in the Village a few months when we were invited by Oliver and Mary Thynne to swim in their
pool. This was a pastime enjoyed by all the family, well into October every year, even thought the pool was not
heated. How tough we were in those days, but we loved it, and greatly valued Oliver and Mary's friendship.
I wonder how many of you remember the numerous Church and Village activities during this 50 years. There was
the Confirmation Service at St Andrew's during our long interregnum in the early 1980s, and Cyril's love of exhibitions, whenever the historical occasion arose.
Then there was the Church Fete. For 13 years this was held in our garden, extending into the Park by kind permission of the Bullock family, and the moving of the fence - they even organised the raffle. In 1981 we celebrated
our 25th Wedding Anniversary, with a service in Church, and followed by a grand party at Oakham. Five years
later our daughter Mary married Michael at St Andrew's, with a reception in a marquee on the front lawn. Elizabeth had to race home from teaching in Sarawak for the fitting of her bridesmaid dress. Then followed the birth of
our three delightful grandchildren - how good to have a boy in the family at last!
In 1977 we had the very first flower festival in St Andrew's to commemorate the Queen's Silver Jubilee. This was
one of the many exciting events held in the Village for this special occasion, organised by the Parish Council and
a superb committee; almost everyone participated.
Latterly the 'Open Gardens' day has been held on the late August Bank Holiday, and then this year, the celebration of our Queen's 90th birthday.
The grand finale was the acquiring of the extra land from The Park, even though we had to wait 15 years for its
fruition. This has resulted in my daughters and me planting the beautiful ornamental trees - it has given me so
much pleasure.
So many have contributed to these happy, idyllic years. Many, many thanks to all those in our Village for their
hard work and friendship, and for my loving family who have always been so supportive.
Maureen Palmer

South Stoke Angling
South Stoke Angling held its annual charity fishing match on Sunday 28th August 2016. It was won by Lee Stevens and his chosen charity is BIBS (Babies
in Buscot Support) for the Buscot Special Care Baby Unit at the Royal Berkshire Hospital. With the addition of some village donations, £135 was raised.
Thanks to all who donated.
We are dedicating our next match on Sunday September 11th in memory of
Sarah Larkin-Smith and all donations will be going to an epilepsy charity in
memory of Sarah.
I hope that all of you who knew Sarah will donate to this worthy charity. A just
giving page will be set up, or as usual, donations in-person will be accepted.
Many thanks.
Paul Stevens
pauljstevens@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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New Landlord And Family At
The Perch & Pike

Sue & Richard Ling
33 Year South Stoke Residents Up Sticks
Richard and Sue Ling, with their car packed to the gunwales, pulled out of the village for the last time as residents on 28th July, on their way to their new life in Suffolk.
A short message from them to South Stokers:
“The Lings have arrived at their new
home ,and as life in Suffolk is slow, so are
communications - so this message comes
from The Crown, which is just around the corner. (Richard can confirm that the beer
Brewshed from the microbrewery is excellent).
Peace and quiet reigns here and as for RailTrack we think the last train that passed
through here was a mule train and carried the
Magna Carta.
We have very happy memories of 33 years in
the village and will miss all the lovely people
and especially our neighbours in Chapel
Close and the friends we have made through
the pub and all the events in the village over
the years.”

The doors of the Perch & Pike opened on the evening
of Tuesday 16th August, under the control of the new
tenant Simon Duffy and his wife Sofie ….and of course
very much under the control of the new member of the
Duffy family - Phoebe - just 4 weeks old!
Simon and Sofie have been – and in fact still are for a
few days longer – tenants at the Rising Sun in Witheridge Hill (near Stoke Row). They have been there for
the last six years. Though they have very much enjoyed their time there, the growing family and the wish
to be in a pub at the heart of the community (and with
better accommodation) made them decide on the move
to the Perch.
Simon is from Wargrave and Sofie is Swedish – from
Jönköping in central southern Sweden.
On behalf of the Parish Council, I wish them welcome –
and välkommen - to South Stoke, and all success at the
Perch & Pike.
Cllr Roy McMillan, Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com, 0777092667

Richard was perhaps best known in the village for his
years on the Parish Council, latterly as Chairman. He
was also well-known for his interest in all things military,
and especially aviation, including the U.S. B24 bomber
that landed on South Stoke’s “prairie” during the last
war. He was a stalwart of the village panto, helping out
with scenery painting and props, and even occasionally
trotting the boards himself.
Sue was involved in the School PTA in the 1980s and
also served on the St Andrews PCC for a short period.
She was perhaps best known for her role as official
prompter in recent pantos. Both were integral to the
Fun in the Village Hall group.
Richard & Sue became good friends to Wendy and me
when we arrived in South Stoke in 2002, and not long
after Richard persuaded me to join the PC. If only I had
known then…..!!!!!!
We were sorry to see them go and we wish them well in
East Anglia.
Roy McMillan
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com, 07770 592 667

Sue Flynn Bike Riding For Charity
Having completed the London to Brighton last year, Sue
is doing another charity ride this year with her friend
Hattie Hathaway. On 2nd
October, they will be cycling
the classic fun route (45
miles) from Buckingham Palace to Windsor Castle, all in
aid of the Princes Trust, a
charity supporting young
people.
If you would like to support
Sue, please visit her JustGiving page: https://
www.justgiving.com/Suzanne
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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South Stoke WI

From the Amenities Charity
Village Hall
Just a few words to let you all know, if you didn't already, that we have taken lots of advice from 'tin hall'
experts with regards to the future of our hall. We had
hoped to give our much loved hall a new lease of life
and make it ready for the next 100 years.

Although down on numbers this month due to holidays
and injuries, we met in the village hall on the 9th August.
After the usual WI business, we were pleased to
welcome our speaker, Robert Kidner, who gave an
interesting talk on Railway Poster Art.

However our main expert, who has spent his life renovating halls like ours, has said that he does not think it
makes sense to spend what would be a very large sum
of money, on a building that is in no way structurally
sound.

We celebrated six birthdays this
month and enjoyed a delicious tea
provided by Betty Mortimer, Lorna
Fisher and Joan Dodd. Members
were asked to make cakes for the
forthcoming 'Open Gardens' on
Monday 29th August.

The hall will probably struggle on for a few more years
if we put temporary struts in it, (not a small job) which
we will look into doing.

On the 2nd August we held a very successful coffee
morning and raised £300 for Denman College, the WI's
own College at Marcham neat Abingdon.

The Parish Plan Re-Fresh Village Hall working party is
looking into the way forward for the village hall. In the
meantime, the Amenities Charity will of course continue
to look after both the Hall and the Recreation Ground.

Advance notice was given of the Group Meeting on the
6th October at Aston Tirrold, when the speaker will be
Patricia Purcell, 'Tales from the Opera'.
Rita Mann

Village Hall Steward
Oh - and by the way - we are still looking for a volunteer to become steward of the Hall. Robert Small has
done a brilliant job but feels it is now time for a younger
parishioner to take a turn. Please think about it. It is
not an onerous job, at most a couple of hours a month,
and it helps us all. Please let me know if you feel you
could support the village in this way. Many thanks.
Email me at candjbertrand@gmail.com or have a chat
with Robert.
Thank You
We would like to thank Neil Aldridge who has provided
and laid scalping by the rec gate for us, we are very
grateful. Neil has had some bad luck recently in having
all his kit, including digger, stolen and even so he has
continues support South Stoke. Thank you Neil.
We would also like to thank Michael and others who
have helped us by clearing the area around the back of
the shop, it is amazing how much space we now have,
it was also amazing how much rubbish we had to take
to the tip!
Many thanks to Nigel and the gang for arranging what
has become the annual village BBQ. Long may it continue!
Open Gardens and Church Flower Festival
I am hoping we are looking back on a dry and very successful Open Gardens and Church Flower Festival with
lots of luscious WI teas having been enjoyed by all.
---For the future, we are looking forward to another film
show and a talk about local airports. We will give everyone plenty of notice for those.
Best wishes for the rest of the summer from me and all on
the Amenities Charity.

Jacqui Bertrand
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Works on Rec Access Lane
7th September

The Parish Council have commissioned a contractor to
resurface the access lane to the Recreation Ground.
The work will take place on Wednesday 7th September
One section in particular is collapsing and provides a
hazard to walkers and cyclists. The road will need to be
closed to vehicles for the duration of the work. We apologise in advance for any disruption this may cause.
While they are doing the resurfacing they are also going to install traffic calming humps. The Parish Council
is responding to residents’ concerns – both about
speeding vehicles and about children cycling at speed
towards the junction. Any possible downside to such
measures is outweighed by the need to ensure the
safety of all users. These humps will be constructed so
that wheelchairs, prams, scooters, bikes, etc will not
need to go over them.
The work should be completed well within the day. Pedestrian access to the Recreation Ground and Shop will
be maintained throughout.

South Stoke 200 Club
The August draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday the 8th. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£74) – Peter Parr-Head
2nd Prize (£49) – Sue Taylor
3rd Prize (£24) – Ian Fowler
The September draw will take place on Monday 12th
September in the Perch & Pike at 8.00pm.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
ground.
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Letter To The Editor

Order, Order

Through the medium of the newsletter I would like to
congratulate Bryan Urbick on the brilliant article in last
month's issue. The topics he touched on have so much
meaning for our small village. As he correctly wrote,
with everyone pulling together and singing from the
same hymn sheet, this generation of villagers can give
the following generations a village to be proud of in the
local area. The photo also highlighted what we have on
our doorstep, such a tranquil scene.

I talk often about placing orders for all kinds of items from
the shop from fresh vegetables and meat through to boxes
of ice creams or a bouquet of flowers for a special occasion. To help make this a little easier we have set up a
dedicated email address that is for shop orders. Just send
an email to orders@southstokeshop.co.uk.

The paragraph that gelled with me was the farming
piece. Having trained in the agricultural machinery industry, I worked in close harmony with the local farming
community for many years - and without exception, Bryan's words rang very true. For them, it is not a job but a
way of life, with a very strong work ethic matched to a
dedication to steward the countryside. My word, we the
general public owe them a great debt.
I would like to close with one passing example of their
dedication to work. A couple of years ago, during a
particular cold spell, whilst we were snuggled up in bed
it was not unusual to see lights, hear voices and the
sound of sledgehammers breaking the ice in the water
troughs in a nearby field. The reason?! So the outdoor
pigs (in particular the farrowing sows) had access to
running water overnight. That is dedication to work, just
to put a joint of pork on our dinner plates. Do I need to
say more?
Robert Small
robandsue1975@btinternet.com

Just In Time For Strictly
Ballroom dancing in the village hall is set to return for
an autumn term on Wednesday 21st September at
7.30 in the Village Hall for an hour.
This is a fun class of mixed ability - novices to advanced. No sequins necessary! We don’t take ourselves seriously and we have a laugh while getting a
bit of exercise and having a go at Foxtrot, Waltz, Jive,
Samba, Quickstep, Tango … Even if you don’t get to
dance well you get a different view of Strictly.
We already have three or four couples and can take
another two or three couples. If we had one or two men
interested, I am sure I could find a lady or two whose
husbands don’t want to dance.
Let me know if you are interested in joining us.
Geoff Ward
geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk
873342

The inbox will be checked daily and replies will be sent to
confirm the order has been accepted. We
hope that this will not only encourage people to place orders but also will ensure you
are not disappointed that an item is not in
stock when you have made the special
effort to support us!
Jules Costello

Fitness In The Village Hall
For those of you who don't know, Selina and Sally do
weekly classes in the village hall. All ages and abilities are welcome and they consist of Pilates, Zumba
and Aerobics.
All the classes are aimed at people who want a bit
more exercise with many having been absolute
beginners. They welcome you to come and try.
The classes are as follows:Monday Pilates at 6pm and beginners are most
welcome. £7 per session with Selina (from 16th September)
Tuesday Zumba at 6pm. £6 per session with Sally
Wednesday Aerobics at 9.30am. £5 per session
with Sally
Thursday Zumba at 5pm. £6 per session, with Sally
Friday Pilates at 9.30am. £7 per session with Selina
All classes are pay as you go and, with the exception
of the Aerobics which has August off, we run
all year ‘round.
Please contact either Selina (07725 738569, email:
sellybond@gmail.com) or Sally (07968 774024,
email: sallywoodall@hotmail.co.uk).

South Stoke Call Box
Is It Still Needed?

Does anyone still use the phone box on Cross Keys
Road? Is it still a vital link for some residents?
If so we will of course encourage BT to keep it in good
repair.
If it is really no longer needed as a call box perhaps
South Stoke could do as other villages have done and
‘Adopt the Kiosk’ for some other purpose. They are
now being used for example: to house a defibrillator;
as a book exchange centre; as a place for swopping
plants; somewhere for Lost Property and; (somehow or
another) as a pub!
Adopting a kiosk costs just £1.00 and could include free
power for the lighting. The South Stoke Parish Council
is considering the idea and seeks your views.
Chris Bertrand
cbertrandpc@gmail.com
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My Thoughts:
Why South Stoke Should Build A New Village Hall
and Christmas Fair - as well as regular meetings of
After presenting my thoughts to the Parish Council at
their August meeting, I was requested to pass these on Zumba, Keep Fit, WI, school functions, Parish Council
as to why I believe our community should not hesitate to meetings, and more.
make the decision to commit to a new village hall now.
Brexit. None of us really knows what impact Britain’s leaving the EU is going to have on our everyday
My reasons for this are as follows:
lives. Realistically, it will be several years before we do.
South Stoke Parish Council has spent the last several
years debating the realistic life of this village hall. Whilst National Economy. The future economic conditions
it is ‘not dead yet’ is of course true, it is also apparent
are also unknown. It may get worse before it gets better;
that a radical solution to this aging building will soon be only time will tell.
required. I suggest this must be in the foreseeable fuOur Health Service. Our Heath Service is most defiture.
nitely struggling. Some form of private health care feels
Of course we all know this. What I want to add are some inevitable, making the poorer members of society even
observations about the situation in our society now that poorer OR that the money we may have access to now
will need to be redirected to other causes.
impacts our future planning.
The generation that many of us are in - the ‘Baby Boomers’, those born during the last world war up until the
mid-1960s - have been amazingly privileged and fortunate in so many ways. We’ve had job opportunities, education, health, and more. Many of us have retired, or
will soon retire, at times of
our choosing. We have
pensions in place and perhaps years of life expectancy, much higher than
ever before.
Let’s contrast this with the
current generations - following the Baby Boomers,
they are currently late 30s
to early 50s. They are anticipating retirement in
their late 60s - in other
words, nearly 70 years old
- after a lifetime of many
needing two breadwinners in each household to keep a roof over
their heads and food on
the table. And they are the lucky ones.

This raises many questions, though. Why, you may ask,
have a hall at all? What do we mean by community and
does community really matter? What are the REAL benefits of having a hub for our community? Is knowing our
neighbours important?
Importantly, these questions raise deeper questions:
do we need to belong?
to feel part of something
intangible but nonetheless
real?
 to feel a sense of
worth?
 to NOT feel lonely?
 to know you could
knock on more than 1
door for a welcome or a
shoulder?
 to be able to contribute
and to be able to receive


The answer for me is
about CARING and
SHARING; HELPING and ACCEPTING and making our
LIVES RICHER and MORE MEANINGFUL.

Please do not think I can see only the relatively privileged few here in South Stoke. I am aware that poverty
is everywhere, here and elsewhere, and I personally
have worked as a district nurse in the East End of London in tenement blocks, in and out of grim housing in
Middlesbrough, at an orphanage in Brazil.

In summary, for these reasons, I believe our generation
has a moral obligation to ‘grasp the nettle’ now and not
to delay the decision to begin the process of securing a
new village hall.
Nicky Kennedy

Available man-power. Our community’s next generation will not reach the time in their lives when they can
begin to devote much ‘serious’ time to community matters until they are nearly 70. Will they have the appetite? I suggest it is increasingly less likely as they will
want freedom from commitment - a freedom that has
taken a lifetime to achieve.

The Parish Council, as a result of the strong guidance
from the village in the Parish Plan Re-Fresh, has been
seeking to coordinate efforts to drive the New or Refurbished Village Hall and two other priority projects
(Development in South Stoke and Permanent Community Shop). We are grateful to Nicky for sharing her
thoughts and are seeking views (and volunteers!) from
the village about the project and to see it through.
Available money. Here and now, today, there are
Please give your thoughts—supporting or against—to
still grants and incentives to develop community proour Parish Council Clerk (clerk@southstoke.org.uk) or
jects. A village hall has to be the HUB for activities. Just the Editor of this newsletter (editor@southstoke.org.uk).
look at the last few years and the support given by so
If you do not have e-mail, please leave a letter in the
many in our area to events, plays, pantomimes, film
Shop to the attention of Editor, South Stoke Parish
shows, special talks, the Christmas Cracker evenings
Newsletter.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Local Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
One of the nice things
about being a community shop is the donations we receive from
our green-fingered villagers at this time of the
year: runner beans,
cucumbers, cabbages,
eating and cooking apples are just some of
the bounty we have
been delighted to accept.
We price these donations well below supermarket prices as they
have been “gifted” to
us, so they offer fantastic value for money over
the supermarket organic options. In addition,
the flavour and taste is
probably three times
better! Thank you to
everyone who has donated so far.
Continuing the harvesting theme, we will once again be
revisiting our community apple juicing project towards
the end of September. We sold our last bottle just a
few weeks ago so our stock levels were pretty spot on albeit more luck than judgement! Anyway, keep an eye
out for further up-dates in September.
Jules Costello
Julescostello@btinternet.com

Order Your Newspapers & Magazines
The Shop has recently changed newspaper supplier,
which now allows the opportunity to supply daily and
weekly newspapers, weekly and monthly magazines.
So whether you want the Times each day, the Henley
Chronicle, your gossip fix with OK magazine each week,
or a monthly magazine, order at the shop and it will be in
stock ready for you.
You can order your newspapers and magazines for collection from the shop either by calling in to the shop or by
emailing orders@southstokeshop.co.uk.

Fish & Chip Night
Saturday 24th September
Join us for a relaxed evening on the Rec!
Tiago's fish and chip van will be
here from 5pm on Saturday 24th
September. Bring a picnic blanket or a chair and relax while the
children play and supper is taken
care of.
The shop will be open so you will
be able to buy chilled wine or
beer, teas and coffees, and fruit
and ice-cream for dessert.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Rail Electrification Update
This is the 9th update since the Railway Action Group
(RAG) was formed in March 2015, so it might be useful
to summarise the progress RAG has made since that
point.
RAG was formed by concerned residents from South
Stoke and Goring with the aim of minimising the devastating visual impact of the Network Rail (NR) electrification programme is having on our beautiful Goring Gap
and the two AONBs within which we are situated. During
the 5 face-to-face meetings RAG has had with senior
NR managers, the position has moved steadily from a
position at our first meeting on 6 May 2015 of a firm ‘no
compromise’ policy by NR on the design of the electrification infrastructure to the presentation by NR at last
month’s meeting of a shortlist of 10 new design options.
One, or a mixture of these design options, could be retrofitted throughout the whole 20kms of track within the
AONBs as NR have confirmed a budget line-item for it.
The removal of all the existing gantries and wiring to retrofit a new, less obtrusive design, and the considerable
costs involved, of course, could have been totally avoided back in 2012/13.

present and would cause significantly less visual impact
on the iconic views we used to enjoy. NR is also undertaking a new Landscape Visual Impact Assessment
(LVIA), which it is carrying out in parallel with the new
design project.
The next stage for NR is to further assess the new designs in terms of engineering viability and cost and to
then select 3 or 4 or so workable designs to present to
the public. Disappointingly, the timing for these consultation meetings has slipped again and are now scheduled for late 2016/early 2017. These will now be conducted in two phases in order to ensure your feedback
is properly built into the process. This further delay is
partly because the Cotswolds AONB, also affected, is
now involved in the process. NR admitted at our last
meeting that they are going about the planning and public consultation process for the Cotswolds “the right way
round”, which is as it should have been with us.

NR has held several meetings with the newly formed
‘Design Advisory Group’ (which comprises the Chilterns
and North Wessex Downs AONB planning officers,
SODC and Natural England), with a view to getting professional input to the design process and visual impact
As well, SODC then had the opportunity to challenge
assessment. Because we are a campaign group, and
NR’s ‘Permitted Development Rights’ for the AONB
not a statutory body, RAG will not be attending these
(which it relied upon to do this work) and to have asked
design meetings but NR has accepted our request to
NR to submit a full planning application. SODC didn’t do
give us the minutes and visual material from these
this and essentially gave approval for this major adverse
meetings in order to give us confidence that the work is
impact on our landscape before NR had completed the
progressing in the right direction. The minutes of these
detailed electrification design in December 2014. So, we
meetings, the Design Brief and the Phase 1 Design Preare fighting a rearguard action, but that is all now histoliminary Review of Options will be put on the NR website
ry.
shortly (and links will be provided on RAG’s website
We, at last, have some alternative designs! The 10 can- www.savegoringgap.org.uk) once NR has publically redidate designs (cut down from an original 79 concepts) leased the material.
include ‘Wire-head spans’ (ie slimmer stanchions with
So, some encouragement but some frustration too. The
wires across the track instead of the ugly solid metal
next RAG meeting with NR should be in September
crossbars we currently have), Cantilevers (single stanwhen it is hoped that NR will have ‘acceptable’ new dechions either side of the track), and also centrally-sited
signs and details of the timing of the all important public
T-shaped stanchions with slim arms across the tracks.
consultation process.
None of them, in our view, are exactly aesthetic, or will
preserve or enhance the natural beauty of the landRon Bridle and Ian Haslam
scape, but they are better than the design we have at
RAG Committee

GO Active Gold Is Coming To Our Village
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have been awarded £227,269
by Sport England for a three year project GO Active Gold. GO Active Gold will offer support
for people in rural areas, age 60 and over, to live more active lifestyles, by setting up more
local physical activities that cater for all abilities.
I would like to invite you to the launch event of

GO Active Gold

Come along to the launch event near you and take part in our activity taster sessions.
Village Hall in South Stoke October 6th - 10 am - 11.30 am
Limited places. To book contact: Simone Passeri on 07717 326661
simone.passeri@southandvale.gov.uk
Are you a local coach / activity instructor and interested in delivering activities to people ages 60 and over? Get in
touch!

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A Countryman’s View
Has anyone tried the “Beach Bar” on Station Hill in Reading? If not then I suggest that you do so ASAP as I doubt
that sitting in a howling gale with snowflakes whipping
around will conjure up the correct images of sand and
swaying palms, whilst the present summer-type temperatures might!
By the time you read this you will know if the weather for
Open Gardens was kinder than the past two years. My
aim is always to fill the garden with colour and I watch
with trepidation as the fuchsias cease to bloom, the lilies
start to fade and the lovely red apples begin to fall. Still,
every season is different and this year the Hydrangea
Paniculatas which have been absolutely splendid look like
they will still be flowering…

This is Vanilla Fraise. The flowers are huge, start pure
white and gradually turn pink. There are many varieties of
this kind of hydrangea now and Root One by Brightwell
cum Sotwell are an excellent supplier. They are much
easier to grow than the mop-headed variety and easier
than the lovely lace-caps. They overwinter much better
and can be pruned back quite hard rather like a fuchsia. I
keep mine in a polytunnel until the Spring but I suspect
they would be just as happy under a bit of bubble wrap.
They are happy to grow in pots until they reach full sizesome 10 feet high- and require a fork-lift to move them!
I am also hoping that the giant lilies will be around for
Open Gardens as in previous years all that has been left
are the 8 foot high stalks. Lilies are amazing as they seem
to come back year-on-year with renewed vigour and fill
the garden with amazing scent.
There will have been some dahlias in flower but I haven’t
quite mastered growing them as yet. I don’t seem to get
as many blooms as I would like and they always need a
bit of support as some of the heads are so huge. They do
seem much better kept in pots though and can then be
used to disguise where perennials have died back and
keep that colour I’m after.
Finally I must just mention Echinacea. I have never grown
this before but it is a remarkable plant with three quite
distinct phases of flowering. I’m not organised enough to
even remember where it came from but it starts with a
delicate starry flower, develops into a central mound
surrounded by petals and ends as a large coloured dome
with drooping petals. It will probably never do it again but
this year, despite the magnificence of the hydrangeas, it’s
my favourite.

Mr B (Chris Bertrand) candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

It came to mind because the article that inspired last
month’s contribution contained a map of the Reading Station area from the mid-19th Century and on it, opposite
where the edifice of Western Tower has been demolished
(leaving room for the Beach Bar to spring up), was shewn
the site of a “Rifle factory”. Now I had never considered
Reading as an armaments manufacturing town. A bit of
delving uncovered some tantalising snippets but unfortunately not the whole story and, yet again, it looks like I
shall have to spend some time in the archives if I want
more.
It appears that a Gunsmith called Soper had a house and
shop in the Butts, and possibly, later, in Friar Street, with a
workshop/factory on Station Hill. As his business developed he took on a couple of apprentices and one, John
Warrick, morphed into a very competent gunsmith and
engineer. He was also, it appears, a crack shot too. He
was able to reduce the number of parts in the Soper patented breech mechanism and was also able to demonstrate that the rifle, so modified, could fire 60 shots in a
minute. Such a feat seems unlikely without the barrel
glowing red, so I assume that he may have got off five in
five seconds or so and claimed the more impressive,
grossed-up, figure. There are authenticated reports,
though, of very quick, and accurate demonstration firings
and competitions.
As a reaction to a perceived national threat from a reemergent France under Napoleon III, Prime Minister Palmerston authorised significant military spending including
the setting up of local volunteer regiments. Soper and
Warrick joined the Berkshire Volunteers under the command of Colonel Robert Loyd-Lindsay VC, later Lord
Wantage, who recognised the potential of Soper’s patented breech mechanism and offered to get the gun selected
for general issue in the army. His offer was dependent on
him becoming a partner in the business and the rifle being
named the Loyd-Lindsay-Soper, but Soper wasn’t able to
accept this. As Loyd-Lindsay went on to become financial
secretary at the War Office he might well have been able
to pull it off (a possible conflict of interest, but this was Victorian England not the instant-information, media-snooping
age of today!).
But for the rejection of his commanding officer’s overtures,
the Soper rifle might have become the AK-47 of the late
1800’s and Reading renowned for rifles instead of biscuits!
Bumpkin

‘Like’ Us, Please
The Shop has a new Facebook page. You can find us
by searching for The Shop at South Stoke or by going
here https://www.facebook.com/ShopAtSouthStoke/
The site has only been up and running for a little over a
week and we already have over 100 ‘likes”. If you go to
the page and click on the “like” icon
we will keep you up to date with
news of events, new stock, and sale
items.

September 2016

9

September News
from the Woodcote Library…

Steal A March On Latest Scams
Scams! A very up-to-date type of crime which has followed us into the modern age along with all of the improvements in our communication systems - the telephone, the Internet, email and texting. Because of their
efficiency and ruthlessness, scams pose a major threat
to our security and peace of mind. But anybody who is
alarmed about scams can now turn to a new resource
which offers a realistic chance of staying ahead of the
criminals.
This resource is the "Neighbourhood Alert" scheme,
whose website provides email alerts tailored to your
local area. The alerts are very up-to-date, timely and
issued frequently. The information originates from Action Fraud, the police and neighbourhood alert scheme
administrators, and also contains tip-offs on other types
of crime like burglary and anti-social behaviour.
To sign up for free email alerts, go to https://
neighbourhoodalert.co.uk and follow the simple registration process. On the home page, click on JOIN at the
upper left. Answering the few simple questions on the
online form takes about two minutes.
Citizens Advice can also help you if you have had recent experience of a scam or think you might have
been conned recently. Do seek advice early, dropping
in to your nearest Citizens Advice (for Oxfordshire
South and the Vale, visit www.caox.org.uk for addresses and opening hours) or call Adviceline on 03444
111444.
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity that provides the national Citizens Advice service locally. We have 150
skilled volunteers supported by 10
staff, operating from five offices.
We rely on local funding.
Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South & Vale
Citizens Advice Bureau

Treasurer Wanted
South Stoke Community Shop needs to find a new
treasurer or at least someone who can take on a portion
of the role.
The role encompasses tracking the performance of the
shop against budget and reporting that monthly to the
board and annually to the members or shareholders. It
involves coordination with the accountant and
bookkeeper.
Cashing up needs to be organised and payments made to
suppliers and staff. Tax payments need to be made on
VAT, PAYE etc. We have funds invested in the business
that need managing and we need to report to tax
authorities and funding agencies.
It would help if you have some financial background but
there could be a phased handover for someone with less
experience to take over gradually. We recognise that this
is a voluntary role that needs to fit around other
commitments and family life. If you can help us, and, by
doing so, help the village, please contact Mick Woodall on
01491 873831 or mickwoodall@btinternet.com.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Firstly, a warm welcome back to all the teachers and
school children both new and not so new. We look forward
to seeing you all soon.
So lots to look forward to in September! The Library
service has added some new features and titles to our
Zinio account. Not using it yet? Zinio has a range of
current and historic newspapers, magazines, and access
to academic research, which now includes these great
titles for FREE at home or in the Library.
Zinio gives you free access to the latest magazines, including The Economist, BBC History, Mojo, Total Film,
Gay Times, and What Car. Every title is provided in high
-res format identical to those in the newsagents, available on your PC or through the Zinio App. Contact us if
you would like further information on 01491 682323 or
by email on woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
We are running another session on how to download
free eBooks and eAudio books from the Library
Service on September 26th from 4.30-7pm. Please do
drop in and bring your device with you and use our
free wi-fi.
The Summer Reading Challenge ‘The Big Friendly Read’
has been very successful and is being enjoyed by all.
Remember, your child has until Saturday 17th September
to finish and get their medal, certificate and an invite to our
finisher’s event.
Did you know that the Library here in Woodcote will have
been open for 25 years this year? We are celebrating with
a party on Saturday 1st October at 3pm. All are invited!
Help us celebrate too by considering our ‘Sponsor a book’
scheme. The idea is that you donate £5 and fill out a book
plaque with your details. Let us know what kind of new
book (either specific or genre/type) and your name plaque
will then be inside that book in the Library – so that anyone
borrowing that book will know that you helped support us.
The Scheme will be administered by OWL, our Library
Support Group. The books will be formally presented to the
Library at the Party on 1st October and the Henley
Standard will cover the event. Pop into the Library, email
us on woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk or phone us on
01491 682323 for further details or to make a donation. It’s
a wonderful opportunity to show some love and support for
the Library as a Community.
The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday 19th
September. Rhymetime for the under 5’s re-starts after the
summer break on September 8th at the usual time of 10am.
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green, Library Manager
01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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25th Anniversary For Davis Tate
After a modest start at Goring-on-Thames in January and David inspires our ever-growing customer facing
1991, Davis Tate proudly celebrate 25 successful years staff base. We’ve also grown our services from not just
selling houses; we also let and manage over 2000
of trading in 2016.
homes for a world-wide data base of landlords, based in
Joint Managing Directors Matthew Davis and David Tate
over 65 countries, as well as many local investors, and
started the partnership together by recognising they indiwe offer financial services and conveyancing.”
vidually brought very different skills sets that complement each other to form a business model that has David Tate agrees. “Things are very different now with
proven to work well. The company name says it all, a technology, and I find myself explaining to the younger
combination of both their surnames – with both still in- starters how we worked when we started, with simple
volved in the day-to-day running of the company.
things like taking photographs and waiting for them to be
developed before sticking them onto pieces of paper to
make up our property particulars which were typed on a
typewriter! Most things are more immediate these days
with mobile phones, email, internet, and property websites, but we still find that our clients need and appreciate our expertise in all property matters. We have a particular skill in new homes, land and development, and
have sold many hundreds of new homes throughout the
area, including over 20 sites in Henley alone since
1995.”

Matthew Davis & David Tate at Goring/Midland House in 2016

Estate Agency in 1991 was the same as it is today: a
personal and intense process, involving the needs of
numerous links of a chain. But the way in which it works
has taken on some major changes since 1991. It is the
ability to adapt and react, but also predict these changes, that has allowed the company to go from strength to
strength over the years. Industry challenges have come
along, and at times the business has had to refocus and
adjust, ultimately for the long term benefit.

The company has also always ensured to involve themselves and their staff in their local community, with numerous associations and sponsorships for local sporting
venues, clubs, schools, charities and causes close to
not only their hearts, but to the areas they cover and
people they deal with.
From the first office, the two have steadily and organically grown the company through the years and now are
able to offer a truly networked local estate agent with 13
high street offices throughout Berkshire and Oxfordshire, with over 80 like-minded staff who continue their
ethos of being a local, knowledgeable team offering a
professional service to home owners in the area whilst
continuing to evolve with the times.

Davis Tate have been regular advertisers in the South
Matthew Davis says “I remember the early days, when Stoke Parish Newsletter. We are very grateful for their
we knew the detail of each sale and let. As we have support, and wish them much success for their next 25
grown, I have taken care of the ‘back room’ function, years! - Editor

PCSO Mark Bell Is Back!
Following a recent Thames Valley Police
re-organisation, Mark is back with us,
once again acting as the long arm of the
law in South Stoke, as well as in Goring,
Whitchurch and Mapledurham.
To prove a point he was - the morning of
25th August - out with a colleague PCSO
on the B4009 by the Glebe Cottages
recording speeding vehicles. When I
arrived at their vantage point, they recorded one car coming from Goring travelling at 62mph!
If anyone wants to report a crime, or if
they see something suspicious, Mark
can be reached on 07979771158 or email
mark.bell@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Cllr Roy McMillan
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com
0777092667
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Garden Visit
Wallingford Gardening Club's summer garden programme concludes with a visit to Cedar Lodge, Dyson's
Wood, Kidmore End.
Our host, Richard Bisgrove, will give us a guided tour of
his garden.
Richard is a landscape designer, adviser, author and
academic. In 1972 he redesigned the garden at Trinity
College, Cambridge. At present he is a member of staff
at the University of Reading. His main interests are in
the restoration and management of historic gardens
and garden history, especially 19th and early-20th century. Richard is also interested in the work of Gertrude
Jekyll, William Robinson and planting design.

Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend

Cost will be £4 which will include tea and biscuits.

This year’s Agatha Christie Weekend has something
for everyone! Guided walks, plays, talk, exhibitions,
heritage transport and .... cream teas!

Visitors very welcome.

Throughout Wallingford and Cholsey
Friday 9th to Sunday 11th September

Main events summary:















'An Afternoon with Agatha Christie’s Grandson':
Mathew Prichard in conversation with Judy Dewey.
3.30-5pm on Saturday at Wallingford Corn Exchange. £10.
‘Who Killed the Vicar?’- an interactive murder mystery play by Chris Martin, performed by the Cholsey
Dramatic Society. Friday 9th at 7.45pm at Wallingford Corn Exchange. £10. Saturday 10th at 7.45pm
at the Cholsey Great Hall. £10.
Two different Agatha Christie Exhibitions (with new
material) on Saturday and Sunday: at both Cholsey
Old School, Church Road, 11am to 4pm, and at
Wallingford Museum, 10.30am to 5pm. Entrance to
each £2.50 (if not on Guided Walk).
Agatha Christie Trail Guided Walks: from Wallingford Museum to Cholsey at 10am on Saturday and
Sunday, including return by Heritage Bus on Saturday or Heritage Train on Sunday. £10 ticket (turn
up on the day) also includes both exhibitions.
(Sandwich lunch available in Cholsey).
Cream Teas at Cholsey Pavilion: Sunday 2pm to
4.30pm at Cholsey Pavilion, courtesy of Cholsey
W.I. Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot may drop in!
St. Mary’s Church, Cholsey: the 10th Century
Church and churchyard, resting place of Agatha
Christie, will be open 11 am to 4pm on Saturday
and Sunday.
Red Routemaster Heritage Bus Rides: the bus will
be travelling to and from Cholsey and Wallingford
throughout Saturday. £3.50 adults, each way (if not
on Guided Walk).
Heritage Train Rides: trains will be running to and
from Cholsey and Wallingford throughout Sunday.
£3.50 adults, each way (if not on Guided Walk).

Further details, and how to book, can be viewed at:
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
Stu Darby
Publicity Officer, Wallingford Museum
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

This visit will be held at Cedar Lodge, Dysons Wood,
Kidmore End, RG4 9EY at 5.30pm (note: earlier than
our usual time!) on Thursday 8th September.
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867

Surviving the Death Railway
The Missing Story

Hilary Custance Green’s talk to the Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) will use memoirs, letters and images, to tell the story of a POW, Barry, on the Thailand-Burma Railway in WWII, and his
wife, Phyllis, in Britain. During the three and a half
years of silence Phyllis corresponded with the relatives
of the 68 men under Barry's command. This is a personal story of a man and wife set 6000 miles apart told
through an amazing collection of letters from (mostly)
women, from all walks of life, none of whom had news
of their menfolk for three and a half years.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 14th Sept, 7.45 for
8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.
Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
www.twhas.org.uk

Woodcote Festival 2016

Saturday 10th September 12–5pm
Woodcote Village Green
The Woodcote Festival, the Annual Village Fete, is on
Saturday 10th September, 12-5pm on the village green.
This year it has a ‘Royal’ theme in honour of the
Queen’s 90th Birthday. It’s a fun-filled afternoon with live
music, food stands, craft beers, bouncy castles, dog
show, tug of war etc. There are also lots of stalls run by
local businesses and charities offering fun games and
activities for children and interesting items for sale.
We look forward to seeing you there.
You can also find us on Facebook (WOODCOTE FESTIVAL INFORMATION PAGE South Oxfordshire) and on
Twitter (@WoodcoteFest).
Joanne Lillywhite
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ruby Pepper
Lifestyle

Boutique

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior
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St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke

Get Well Soon, Vicar Paul

Services in September 2016

In early August, when walking on holiday in Switzerland, our Vicar, Rev Paul Boughton had a stroke. He
was airlifted to hospital from the mountainside, but did
have a second stroke. He was treated promptly and
after some time in hospital was deemed well enough to
return home to the UK on 11th August.

September 4th
September 11th
September 18th
September 25th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am

Family Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Mattins
Holy Communion (CW1)

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways (on
Ferry Road) on Tuesday 6th September. Morning
prayer will be at 9.30am every Friday, St Andrew’s
Church. The Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday
21st September at 10.30am - 12noon, St Andrew’s
Church.
ALL WELCOME
Sally Stroud

Now back home, Paul has been instructed to have total
rest for a month. He is healing well and, although he
has some residual effects, is looking forward to full recovery.
We wish Paul well in his recovery and look forward to
seeing him back in service soon. We also express
support for his wife Liz and the family during what must
have been a worrying time. Our prayers and thoughts
are with the whole family.
We are trying to relieve Paul of responsibilities while he
recovers and the Church Services will continue, provided by the Ministry Team and others. Messages and
emails will be dealt with by the Vicar's PA and passed
to the best person. Also, you may ask the Churchwardens, Harry Hogg and Mike Codner, if you need
something.
Harry Hogg, Churchwarden, harryhogg@waitrose.com
Mike Codner, Churchwarden, MichaelC@rusi.org
Judith Hogg, PCC Secretary, judithhogg@waitrose.com

On Wednesday 17th August the coffee morning in the
Church celebrated its 7th birthday. The coffee morning
is every 3rd Wednesday in the month from 10.30 to
12.00. This started 7years ago by Clare Ainscough and
Jean Dixon to reach out into the community, and has
been popular ever since.
Wednesday 17th August David Smith entertained by
reminiscences of when he was a boy in the village and
went shopping for his Mum. First stop? Mrs Jess Dawe
who ran the village shop and Post Office. You then went
round the back to Mr Aubrey Dawe who was the Butcher. David then sang songs accompanied by his guitar.
The following is a poem he wrote to celebrate the 7th
birthday:A Commemoration
Coffee morning birthday
With friendly folk, and cakes,
Sitting in St. Andrew’s Church
With coffee pride of place
Folk catch up on gossip,
With "oohs" and "ahs!" and "Aws!"
"Well I'm blessed!" and "you don't say!"
Whatever there befalls
Oft times there's entertainment,
Within that sacred place,
But not this morn however,
'Tis I who shows his face,
South Stoke's 7 year birthday,
A happy time shall be,
While you enjoy your coffee
I'll have a cup of tea
Janet Steel
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The Parish Council, on behalf of the whole Parish, wishes
our Vicar a full recovery. We look forward to seeing him
around the village as soon as he feels ready. Until then,
our thoughts and prayers are with Vicar Paul and his
whole family. - Editor.

Dates for Your Diary
September 10th

Woodcote Village Festival
(12pm—5pm, Woodcote)

September 24th

Tiago Fish ‘n’ Chips
(from 5.30pm, The Rec)

October 6th

GO Active Gold
(10am—11.30am, Village
Hall)

December 16th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the October issue: Thursday 22nd
September 2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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