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South Stoke Summer
Though with a mix of weather, very often in the same
day, we are now in the throes of summer. This stunningly beautiful corner of the world, alive and vibrant
with the progress of seasons, gives great glimpse of the
natural world, and indeed our
village life within it and part in
it.

alls and straw hats sitting on a tractor—working long
daylight hours to feed us. Words of ‘thank you’ seem
small when compared to the large job being done.

The young people are out of
school. Many families take
holidays during last month and
this coming month. The outdoors beckons us to join her,
and we seek to find places
near and abroad to relax and
recharge.

Though we certainly live in a
rural community, we also live
in a commuter community.
Many of our fellow villagers
spend their working days,
starting with an early morning
commute and have an end-ofday commute as well, compounding to make a very long
day. Summer, hopefully, will
be a season when they can
take holiday.

Not all us are relaxing, though.
For a village our size, we have
Our farms are being worked
a lot going on, and this energy
long days, and our villagers
is part of that magic that
who farm are working harder
makes South Stoke special.
than ever to glean from the
Not only do we all have our
land our sustenance, and at
individual lives, we have a our
the same time, prepare the
community life as well. Come
land for the winter and the
September, we will forge
next growing season. Many
ahead with even greater enerwho do not live in the midst of
gy on some very big projects
farms and in rural communities
and decisions to enhance and
do not comprehend the imenrich this most remarkable
portance of this honest and
place in which we live: the
great work, and the stamina
Permanent Shop; the Develand effort required to feed us.
opment in South Stoke proUntil living here I did not fully
ject; some decisions about the
Photo from a recent posting by Paul Stevens on the
grasp the life; I did not comVillage Hall and ideas for The
South Stoke Angling Facebook page.
pletely understand the effort
Park, our newest village asset.
and work by the hard-working
and real people—not just caricatures of people in over- We have a lot to do, but we do it to make things better
for us and for future South Stokers. Ambitious, yes. But
when we pull together, as we’ve proven with The Shop,
Some Articles In This Month’s Issue...
the Rec playground equipment and the well-designed
The Shop Needs A Treasurer
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open space, we can do it. And when we do it, it has the
Verge Cutting
Page 3
added benefit of pulling us together and making us an
even better community.
Summer BBQ
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A Countryman’s View
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your summer. Rejuvenate so that you will be ready in
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the autumn to roll up your sleeves and join others in
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these projects to enrich and enhance our South Stoke.
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From the Amenities Charity

South Stoke WI

Thank You Robert!!
We would like to thank Robert 'Rob' Small for all the work
he has done for the village and especially the village hall
over the years. Robert has been steward of the hall for as
long as we have been here (and before) and he has decided that the time has come when he has to pass his
mantle on to another.

South Stoke W.I. met in the village hall on 12th July.
Margaret Boorne took the meeting, after business of the
day.

Anything needing doing he will do it or know of someone
who can do it. He is, as I am sure most of you know, forever helpful and kind, helping people all over the village
with a lift here and a bit of guttering there... Robert has
also been a great help with the recreation ground, always
knowing the right people or the correct bit of kit. When you
want a job doing ask a busy man, and that is Robert.
Robert has done a brilliant job and will be much missed,
especially by all of us in the Amenities Charity. Very
many thanks to you Robert from all of us on the AC and
all your friends in the village. Thank you Robert

Mr. Geoff Richardson gave a wonderful talk about
training dogs to help people with type 1 diabetes. Mr.
Richardson illustrated his talk with videos of families
these dogs had helped. One little girl was allowed to
take her dog to school. These dogs can also be trained
to help people with nut allergies.
Tea was enjoyed by all whilst the raffle was drawn.
Some members went with
Woodcote W.I. on a mystery tour of
places where Midsomer Murders
had been filmed, had coffee in
Amersham, and lunch in Thame.
Janet Steel

*VACANCY!! VACANCY!! Steward of the Village Hall.
Before he leaves us at Christmas, Robert is hoping to
pass his mantle on to a successor. So how about it? The
job involves checking up to see that everything is ok in the
hall. We have a list of people we call in for leaks or whatever and the job can be as big or a small as you want to
make it. It does involve six meetings a year of the Amenities Charity, with usually a drink after! Please do think
about it, it's a great way of getting involved and ensuring
that while we have our hall it is up to scratch. If you are
interested please e mail me at candjbertrand@gmail.com.
Please think about it!
Village Hall Tables. While we let people in the village
use these for a voluntary donation It is important that they
are returned in good condition and cleaned as soon as
possible after use. They must not be left out side over
night even in the marquee. Please help us look after our
tables. If anyone wants to use them, whether or not you
have a key to the hall, please check with Ann Powell,
booking secretary on 01491 872965. Thank you in advance for your help in this matter.
WI table. We are sorry to say that one of the tables
owned by the WI and kept in the village hall has been
damaged. These table are not to be borrowed and are
stored elsewhere. If whoever damaged it would like to
make a voluntary contribution towards replacing or mending it the WI would be very grateful. Anything given to
Mark Taylor will get to the WI.

The Shop Needs A Treasurer
South Stoke shop are looking for a
treasurer. This is a voluntary role
overseeing the finances for the
shop. If you would like more information or would like to apply,
please contact Mick Woodall on
01491 873831 or
mickwoodall@btinternet.com.

South Stoke Angling
The Zakcat Cup was held on Sunday 17th July and was
won by Lee Stevens
with a weight of
11.5lbs. £50 Match
proceeds went to Cats’
Protection. Thanks to
all that joined in and
well done Lee. You
can read and see more
on our Facebook page
@South Stoke Angling.
Paul Stevens

South Stoke 200 Club

Give as you live. This is a 'portal' through which you
can order things on the computer and a small contribution
goes towards the up keep of the village hall and the recreation ground. Please try it, Mark assures us that it is easy.
Remember Give as you live.

The July draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday 11th June. The lucky winners this month
were:

Village BBQ. Nigel and the gang are running one of
their super BBQs on the rec on Sunday August 28th. They
are raising money for a table tennis table for the village
hall, great idea. Come along and have fun.See advert for
details. We are putting up the marquee on the morning of
the Sat 27th in readiness for the BBQ and the Open Gardens. Please can the marquee helpers or anyone come
and help? We will let you know details nearer the time.

The August draw will take place on Monday 8th
August in the Perch & Pike at around 8.00pm.

We hope you all have a great summer, and please think
about being the VH steward, it's fun!

Jacqui Bertrand
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

1st Prize (£74) – Catherine Rohll
2nd Prize (£49) – Row Ward
3rd Prize (£24) – Janet Jones

To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
ground.
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Bollards At The Slipway

Verge Cutting

If you go down Ferry Road to the river and the slipway
you will see that we have now put in bollards to protect
the grass from vehicles parking on it. The idea is preserve the grassy area for picnics. We hope this isn’t too
much of a nuisance for boaters and we ask any car
drivers to be courteous and avoid blocking the gateways on either side of the slipway, which gives access
to neighbouring landowners’ properties.
Cllr Chris Bertrand
01491 871835
cbertrandpc@gmail.com

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) have significantly
reduced the number of times that verge cutting takes
place and the Parish Council and supportive villagers
have felt obliged to take action themselves where the
sightlines at junctions have become dangerous.
After lengthy conversations with OCC, the Parish Council has now agreed that from September we will take
responsibility for the verge cutting inside the 30 MPH
zone as identified at the dangerous junctions marked in
red on the map below.

Fix My Street

As Oxfordshire County Council has cut back on verge
cutting and on road mending it has become more important for everyone to keep an eye out for any problems and let them know. Search Fix My Street Oxfordshire and follow the instructions.
How do you report a problem?

Enter an Oxfordshire postcode, or street name
and area

Locate the problem on a map of the area

Enter details of the problem

Confirm the report and Oxfordshire County Council will investigate

269 reports in past week
694 fixed in past month
Surprisingly it is an easy and effective way of getting
things done.

Pesky Pests

Summer’s here and hot weather can make some pest
problems worse. South Oxfordshire District Council
(SODC) provides a professional home visit service to
remove pests, and the service is free if you receive full
housing and council tax benefits.
SODC will help to get rid of rats, mice, fleas, wasp and
hornet nests, and bedbugs.
To find out more and book a visit, go to
www.southoxon.gov.uk/pestcontrol.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Some villagers already cut the grass outside their property and that’s great! We would be very grateful if any
other villagers felt that they could do this. Our primary
concern is to ensure safety by keeping the sightlines at
the road junctions.
Unfortunately we did not feel that we could take on the
rest of the Parish – outside the 30 MPH zone - so if any
other areas are hazardous, such as the crossroads on
the prairie, please contact OCC via Fix My Street (see
article in the column to the left).
Cllr Chris Bertrand
01491 871835
cbertrandpc@gmail.com

Bloomin’ Hedges
Everything green has grown really rapidly this year with
the combination of rain and sunshine. Please be aware
that your hedge or bushes/trees may be encroaching on
the pavement or roadway close to your property.
Please could you check and cut back where necessary.
Both residents and walkers will be very grateful.
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We were interested to read Michael Saunders article on
Tanya’s missing rabbit! You might find the attached article
of sufficient interest (or not!)…

The (Possible) Source of Those Black
Rabbits in the Embankment...
Once upon a time in olden South Stoke, there lived a
little girl called Tanya. Tanya was a happy child, but
never more so than when she was playing in the garden with her best friend Benjy. Benjy lived in his own
little house on top of the coal bunker with Guinny, a
slightly obvious
name for a guinea
pig. Throughout
the summer, Tanya, Benjy and
Guinny would play,
and Tanya would
put them both
away safely when
she was called in
for bed.
One morning there
was a shriek from
the garden as Tanya discovered that
the hutch door was
open, and her best
friend was no longer there. Guinny
was left on his
own, presumably
fearing that the
significant drop to
the floor was too
Tanya with Benjy
much for his considerably smaller body and legs with which to cope. As
you might imagine, there was much searching, and
many tears, but Benjy was never found.
Some years later, when we
were walking
down the bridle
path, we noticed
what could have
been Benjy, or at
least a descendant, because he
stood out from
the other rabbits
due to his striking colour. We
are now blessed
with grandchildren who we
take down that
same bridle
path, and we
often see at least
one black rabbit,
Tanya in olden times
and always say
“Hello Benjy” when we do. If and when you spot a black
rabbit, it will be quite alright for you to do the same.

A Countryman's View
This might also have been described as a Railwayman’s view since it arose because I had been leafing
through some magazines, given to me recently, and
came across an article about the Royal (Agricultural)
Show which took place in Reading in 1882. Subsequent delving unearthed a Pandora’s box - little gems of
information shedding light on happenings nearly 135
years ago.
The show did not have a regular home and moved all
around the country from its inception in 1839, when it
took place in Oxford. By the time of the 44th Show at
Reading it had been held as far away as Newcastle and
Carlisle in the north, Plymouth in the south-west, and
Norwich in the east. At Reading it was held on a site in
what is now Palmer Park, alongside the railway line not the Great Western but the South Eastern! No, I didn’t know that either and would have assumed that the
line out to Waterloo was London & South Western.
Well, yes, the trains were indeed LSWR but the track
belonged to the South Eastern as it arrived in Reading
first, with a line from Redhill and the later line from Ascot was obliged to come to an arrangement to run over
their tracks.
The GWR station (and even with the recent rebuilding
the main structure in the centre of the facade still exists
as it did in 1882) did play its part in dealing with passengers to the Show. The company also built a further
temporary station platform on the north side near to
where the present Fire Station is in Caversham Road,
to deal with special services laid on from more distant
places. This was necessary because the station, at
that time, still only had one long platform face (broadly
where the present-day Platform 7 is) and some complicated track work enabled trains in both directions to use
it. What the passengers thought of being tipped out
with an additional long walk to connect with (horsedrawn) trams is not recorded! However, on the both the
Thursday and Friday of the week – the cheap-entry
days – Reading GWR station handled 25000 passengers while it was reported that 5000 came in 8 special
trains to the South Eastern station.
A list of exhibitors is enlightening. Burrell, Fowler,
Aveling & Porter, Ransome-Sims, and Marshall are all
names that will be familiar to anyone who was at the
Woodcote Rally and took an interest in the Traction Engines. A company called J Wilder was also there (as
were R A Lister) but I have, as yet, been unable to verify a positive family link between that Wilder and the precursors of the present-day company at Crowmarsh.
Bumpkin (or “45651”)

Andy and Hilary
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Wallingford Museum News
William the Conqueror Day
On Saturday 20th August, 11am to 4pm, there will be another lively family day at Wallingford Museum with themed
activities and entertainment for our own 'William the Conqueror' event.
Well what a funny gardening year it’s been so far…global
warming means that (despite the late frosts that killed off
all my plums, greengages, peaches and apricots) it is
muggy and warm - ideal conditions to encourage fungal
growth. I keep removing the infected leaves from the
cucumbers in the greenhouse and fortunately the new
vigorous growth seems to be just ahead of the problem.
Many things were hard to germinate this year for some
reason. I did manage to start a few climbing French
beans, but the majority of them were totally destroyed by
a young rabbit that somehow got into the garden - despite
our rabbit fence. I successfully germinated a trough of
peas, but once they were planted they gradually looked
less and less happy until I abandoned them.
This was the 4th year of our asparagus bed, and the year
in which I thought I could finally reap the benefit of all that
weeding and manuring. But very few spindly spears
appeared. The asparagus bed is no more, and home to a
thriving non-stop flowering row of super-scented sweet
peas. I think I’ll stick to growing flowers!
By the way, the secrets to growing great sweet peas on
our light soil are quite simple, if a tad time-consuming.
First of all I am delighted to say that all of my sweet peas
this year are grown from seed I saved from last year.
Plant them say 4 or 5 to a 6 inch pot. I have been lazy
and scattered them over a seed tray in the expectation
that not many would germinate, but every single one did!
Then we had a brief hot spell when it reached over 40 in
the polytunnel and they all shrivelled! In a pot they can
develop a deeper root system. Once they have reached a
certain size as seedlings –at least two mature leavespinch out the growing point. You don’t have to be too
precise or careful, as even if you massacre the stem
(providing there are still two leaves left) new growth will
come from the base. This gives extra and more vigorous
shoots.
About a week or a so from when they start to look like
they need planting out, dig a trench a spit deep and two
spits wide. Put in a copious amount of green refuse,
manure or even newspaper. Add a few handfuls of
Growmore and cover it over. Then once the likelihood of
frost is remote erect a cane support and plant them out
with a few more handfuls of Growmore or blood fish and
bone. Water in well.
Unfortunately there is one more annoying little job. Sweet
peas are reluctant climbers and will need encouragement
to begin with. Tie them in, or as I do, keep putting in new
rows of string at low level along the canes. Once they are
established feed with a liquid feed as often as you can be
bothered. Then of course, keep picking until the stems are
so short you no longer have a vase shallow enough to put
them in!

There will be a Norman knight there all
day, showing weapons and armour and
talking about the things he displays and
letting people try holding the items.
For children there will be a competition
for the best dressed Saxon Warrior or
Lady / Norman Knight or Lady (you can
choose which side you wish to be!)
Have a go at drawing and cutting out figures for our own
version of the Bayeux Tapestry which depicts the events
leading up to the Norman conquest of England, culminating in the Battle of Hastings.
There are two new special exhibitions at the Museum this
year ........ '1066: William Comes to Wallingford' describing
that William the Conqueror came to Wallingford after the
Battle of Hastings to cross the River Thames with his army! But why did he choose Wallingford? ...... and '300
Years of Cartoons!' a spectacular private collection , featuring about a hundred cartoons of all kinds.
Of course, our ever popular archaeology sandpits and
‘smelly/feely’ drawers will be in the museum as usual, to
enable children to sample the fun of discovering things
from the past!
As this is a very special year in commemorating Wallingford's historic role, entrance to the Museum will be FREE
to adults as well as children, for this day only. However,
donations are never refused! For full details, see website
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk.
Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend in Wallingford &
Cholsey, Friday 9th to Sunday 11th September
Please come and join us for a fabulous week-end of celebrations for the life and works of our internationally acclaimed local author! Numerous events are organised.
Further details, and how to book, can be viewed at
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk.
As the Weekend is all organised by volunteers, we would
very much welcome any help. It should be fun and Judy
Dewey looks forward to hearing from you! (tel: 01491651127).
Wallingford Walks
You can now join a Guided Historic Town Walk on any
Saturday morning, until the end of September starting
from beneath the Town Hall at 11.00am. Walks last 1 - 2
hours and cost £5 per head, money which will be donated
to support Wallingford Museum.
These are general walks covering the rich history of our
town, but also touching on the links with Agatha Christie
and 'Midsomer Murders'. They will appeal to residents and
visitors alike.

I am again trying to have a late crop as well as the one
that flowers in June/July. I’ll let you know whether it
worked!

There’s no need to book, just turn up at the Town Hall at
11.00am on any Saturday until end-Sept. (Please note;
there will be a walk on Sun 4th Sept instead of Sat 3rd,
due to BunkFest).

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com

Philip Burton
01491-836200
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August News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
Certainly since my last newsletter in the middle of June
much has happened.
Since the result of the EU Referendum, my inbox has been
inundated with emails mostly expressing concern at the
outcome of the Referendum. I too was disappointed at the
outcome and, given that in South Oxfordshire the vote was
strongly in favour of remaining in the EU, I am not surprised
by the concern expressed in the many emails. However it
was a democratic vote with a high turnout and although
people want to argue percentages the decision has been
made and a majority voted to leave. I have every sympathy
with those who point out the inadequacies of the campaign,
but one could argue this with any campaign. I fear that, as
mass media control the sound bites that we get, it will
become even harder to get complex messages across. I
find this even in this constituency. None the less, we did
agree in advance to abide by the decision. As far as I can
tell there is no question of overturning the decision. The key
task now is to negotiate the best deal for Britain that we can
and I am confident that with Theresa May as our Prime
Minister we will be able to do that.
I know that some people are worried about our economic
security and rightly so. The markets reacted well to the
election of Theresa May as Party Leader, and hence Prime
Minister, and to the news that she does not intend to seek
an early General Election. Given the fragile situation in the
country and the instability of the markets, I am concerned
that a General Election will simply make matters worse. We
need a stable period to see us through the next few years.
We had a General Election only last year and we must
remember that in 2011 the Fixed-term Parliaments Act was
passed. This created a five year period between general
elections and removed the prerogative power of the Prime
Minister, to seek to dissolve Parliament and trigger a
general election. Whilst there are specific conditions under
which an election could be called as it stands I am not
convinced that these conditions would be fulfilled in the
current circumstances.
There will always be different opinions on various issues.
We are in uncertain times and my hope is that we can get
some stability into the country, into our economy and
certainly into community relations. I am appalled at some of
the racism that has arisen over the last few months and
indeed the security issues that have arisen from excessive
violence used over differences of views. We are entering a
new phase in the history of our country and I hope that we
can move forward together and grow from strength to
strength.
***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly updated
and offers information on work in Westminster and in the
constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com. You can
also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.

With schools now finished for the summer, it’s a great time
to come and enjoy the Library.
In addition to the annual Children’s’ Summer Reading
Challenge, ‘The Big Friendly Read’, we are inviting you
along to our holiday programme of events:
We have summer Reading Craft Activities in the library on
Saturday the 30th July and Saturday the 27th of August.
We also have Science Oxford coming in on Monday the 8th
of August at 2.30pm to do a free hour long session.
Please come in and book a space for your child. All
activities are free but children must be accompanied by an
adult.
We also have lots of information and leaflets on new
places to visit both locally and further afield. We have
some great activity books for those days at home when
you need to keep children occupied. Our full range of
DVD’s to rent from £1 are also here for those British
Summer days J
We haven’t forgotten the Adults though – With our A
Midsummer Night’s Read. Choose a postcard fill in the
back and pop it in our chance to win box for great prizes.
Come to the Library for further details.
Your Library has so much more to offer than just
books!
Libraries offer a very wide range of services, many of
which are not visible on the bookshelves. In addition to a
wide-range of fiction and non-fiction books for all age
groups (including audio and large print), newspapers, local
information, etc., we now have excellent computer facilities
and FREE wifi. With a general move towards accessing
services online, customers are using PCs for everything
from job applications to probate forms and power of
attorney, etc. Many people use the Which? website, as well
as Find my Past and Ancestry, which have been provided
free of charge through the library for some time.
We will not be running Rhyme time over the summer
holidays, but will be back on September 8th at 10.00am.
We are still looking for another volunteer for this, so if you
are interested in helping tell stories and rhymes for around
30 mins or so, once a month or so - please get in touch.
The Adult book club will next be meeting on Monday the
15th of August 2016 at 6pm.
Friday’s it’s our coffee morning 10am – 11am it’s a great
way to meet people and enjoy a hot drink while choosing a
good book to read.
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green, Library Manager
01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please e-mail
john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

Excerpted from the mid-July 2016 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
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Abingdon and Witney College

Oxfordshire Adult Learning opportunities
As a Councillor Clerk/Chair I have exciting news and
would like to make you aware of Abingdon and Witney
College’s Sept 2016 Oxfordshire Adult Learning prospectus.
https://issuu.com/awcollege/docs/abg_pt_full_lr3/1
As you can see there are hundreds of low cost
(sometimes free) courses at various locations across the
entire county.
Remember if we don’t offer the training you need there is
still a possibility we can offer a bespoke training solution
so please get in contact with me to discuss if that is the
case.
If you would like to receive hard copies of our prospectus
please email me your address and details of how many
you would like to receive and I will ensure these are sent
out to you ASAP.

Russell Paul, Russell.Paul@abingdon-witney.ac.uk
Head of Business Development,
Abingdon & Witney College
01235 216302

Beacon Flooring
Celebrates 1st Anniversary in Goring
Beacon Flooring has been trading in Goring for a year
now and we would like to thank everyone for making us
feel so welcome. For those who have not met us yet we
are a family run business with over 60 years combined
experience in the flooring industry. This means we can
offer a professional, friendly and impartial service. We
also offer a free estimate and quotation service without
obligation.
We offer a wide range of flooring products including
carpet, vinyl, laminate, engineered wood, Karndean,
LVT, and Safety Flooring. Our carpet ranges covers a
wide range of qualities from inexpensive synthetic carpets to high quality woven axminster. natural plant fibre
to luxury carpets and everything in between. Our Summer Carpet Sale starts on 1st August.
We cover an extensive area so please contact us today
for your quotation you can find us at 16 High Street,
Goring on Thames, Oxfordshire RG8 9AR Tel: 01491
454095
email us at: beaconflooring@aol.co.uk or
view our website at www.beaconflooring.co.uk.

Goring and Woodcote Medical Practice PPG

Open Meeting - 10 September 2016 - 11.00am-12.30pm - Goring Village Hall
"Cardio Vascular Disease”
Please make a note in your diaries for our next Open Meeting. The topic for this meeting is “Cardio Vascular” disease. We will have talks by Dr Ed Capo-Bianco (the Practice lead) and Dr Will Orr (senior cardiac consultant from
the Royal Berks Hospital). In addition, as usual, we will have a number of information tables covering many aspects of the subject. Everyone is welcome and we do hope you will be able to attend.
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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Wild Fig Interior

Ruby Pepper

Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior

Lifestyle

Boutique
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South Oxfordshire District Council

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke

The Latest on the Local Plan

Services in August 2016
August 7th
August 14th
August 21st
August 28th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am

We want to know your views on our updated proposals
for how the district should meet the need for new housing.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
Mattins
Holy Communion (CW1)

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at St Andrew’s
Church on Tuesday 2nd August. Morning prayer will
be at 9.30am every Friday, St Andrew’s Church. The
Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 17th August at
10.30am - 12noon, St Andrew’s Church.
ALL WELCOME
Sally Stroud

Churchwardens of
St. Andrew’s
Church South Stoke

I am delighted to tell
you that Mike Codner
and Harry Hogg have
been elected as
Churchwardens to
serve over the next
year and admitted to
office by our
Archdeacon, the Ven.
Judy French. Sally
Stroud (formerly Lady Horton) stepped down as
Churchwarden and we enjoyed a party after the morning
service on Sunday, 18th June, with our archdeacon, to
celebrate the partnership of Martin Thomson and Sally as
churchwardens, Sally for thirteen years and Martin for ten
years, until last spring. We are so pleased that they
continue to be at the heart of the church community,
which is open to all.

Congratulations to Sally Stroud The Bishop has

chosen to admit Sally to the Fellowship of St Birinus in
recognition of her service to the church. Having served
the village and the church as a wonderful Churchwarden,
and the Deanery as a very effective Lay Chairman, the
award is well deserved. Congratulations, Sally!

Who was St Birinus? He was made bishop in Genoa,
and commissioned to convert the West Saxons. In 635,
he persuaded the West Saxon king to allow him to
preach. The King made Birinus the first Bishop of
Dorchester and commissioned him to preach to parts of
Britain where no missionary efforts had reached. In May
2009 the Fellowship of St Birinus held its first meeting at
Dorchester Abbey. The Bishop of Dorchester founded the
Fellowship as a modest way in which we can honour
people who have given exceptional service in some way
or other to their church and community over a number of
years. We are very glad that Sally demonstrates so
generously the knowledge that there is no retirement in
God’s Kingdom, merely being called to another role, on
the way to being promoted to Glory.
August is different! A reminder that for the month of
August, this year only, there will be a service of Holy
Communion on the first Sunday (7th August) at
11.15am, rather than the usual Family Service which
will, of course, resume in September at 11.15 on
Sunday, 4th September.
The Revd Paul Boughton vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Over the past three years, we’ve been preparing our
Local Plan 2032. It’s a document that’ll set out where
the new main housing sites in the district should go, as
well as the shops, jobs, road improvements, and leisure
facilities needed for the district. It’ll also include detailed policies we’ll use to help decide planning applications for the lifetime of the plan.
We have seven possible options for a new sustainable
settlement of 3,500 new homes. Our preferred option is
to build a new community on the Chalgrove Airfield. Most of the other options are in the green belt,
which we don’t think is appropriate, and Chalgrove Airfield is close to existing and future employment
sites. This is why we think it’s the best of the seven
options.
To view the proposals and have your say, visit
www.southoxon.gov.uk/newlocalplan. Hardcopies are
also available at several locations throughout the District. The deadline for comments is 4.30pm on 19 August 2016.
South Oxfordshire District Council

Dates for Your Diary
August 20th

William the Conqueror
Day - 11.00am—4.00pm
Wallingford Museum

August 28th

Village BBQ
The Rec

August 29th

Open Gardens:
South Stoke

September 10th

Woodcote Village Festival
(12pm—5pm, Woodcote)

September 24th

Tiago Fish ‘n’ Chips
(from 5.30pm, The Rec)

December 16th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the September issue: Thursday 25th
August 2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.

August 2016

16

