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Queen’s Birthday Celebration
A Great Success

South Stoke Parish Plan Refresh:
Main Projects

We would like to thank all the people who helped to
make The Queen’s Birthday Celebration on the Rec
such a special day.
Firstly the team of fit villagers who put up and took
down the marquees. It is quite a task, and all was done
with good will and humour. Very many thanks to all
who volunteered their time (and muscles).
Big thanks to Diana Hathaway who devised the fiendish
and fun village Treasure Hunt - and she also found
masses of bunting to help decorate and create the right
ambiance. The kids loved the bouncy castle (also courtesy of the Hathaways—thank you!). Also thanks to the
many volunteer ‘castle supervisors’ who ensured safety, and made it possible for us to get the insurance cover for the day at a reasonable cost.
Then thanks our tennis aficionados Mark and Sue who
kept up the pace helping lots of children have fun while
"playing" tennis. No doubt exhausting work!
Great prizes, thanks to Nicky and Alfie Hitchcock, and
to Haribo who provided the sweets.
Special thanks to Emily (age 12-3/4) for the lovely images, specially drawn for the p0revious newsletter and
posters to advertise the event.
Face painting was a big hit with the kids and Claire
Wortley seemed to be painting away all day. Thank
you Claire for your tireless painting and adding the extra-special fun for those happily painted, smiling faces.
To St Andrew’s Church, our Vicar and Janet (the pianist
who accompanied the hymns), thank you for leading
the short service of thanksgiving for the Queen, and
helping us to appropriately remember all that we value
and cherish in our reigning Monarch.
Robert Small and Paul Stevens once again proved a
fine team of beacon fillers and lighters. Very many
thanks. It was great to sing God Save the Queen as
the beacon shone out. Additionally, Robert’s campanologists rung out the bells beautifully in celebration, all
eight of them!







Housing Development
Community Shop Development or replacement
Village Hall Development or replacement
Network Rail Infrastructure and screening
Better Road Safety

Most readers of these pages will be aware of the state
of current plans and/or aspirations in each of the above
major project areas. Suffice it to say that in each case
there are a group of dedicated villagers working hard in
order to try and achieve an agreeable long-term objective that will help to maintain South Stoke as a thriving
rural community.
The Parish Council is supportive of each of these project groups and their aims, and along with the Amenities Charity, it is also endeavouring to promote some of
the villagers other requests that came out of the PPR
consultation exercise in 2015, such as:





Wildlife and environmental improvement
Safe cycle route from the village to Little Stoke
More out-door sporting facilities
Protection and extension of Rights of Way

By their very nature each of these aims, will take time to
achieve and will require each of the project groups to
work closely with outside authorities, institutions and
individuals, in order to achieve both support and - in
many cases - financial backing.
I have been encouraged recently to receive a letter of
support from John Cotton, Leader of South Oxfordshire
District Council, for our South Stoke PPR exercise and
offering us suggestions as to both who in SODC might
assist us in several areas, as well as encouraging us to
put forward grant applications to SODC, in cases where
external funding assistance will be a requirement.
The project groups, the Editor of this Newsletter, and I
will endeavour to keep you updated through these pages, as plans and developments in each area are put in
place and achieved.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council, 07770 592 667

Perhaps the biggest ‘thank you’ must go to Roy and
Wendy McMillan and their lovely family for organising
and manning both the BBQ and the bar for the whole
event. What a team. Without Roy’s leadership and
attention to the detail of organisation overall, the celebration would not likely have happened at all. Roy put
in many tens of hours to ensure the whole of the Parish
would have a great day, and his efforts are valued.
It was particularly great to have an event where such a
cross-section of the Parish came along to have a good
time and celebrate.
Finally a big thanks you to all of you who came along to
share in the celebrations. Without your participation, it
would have all been for nought. Rumour has it, some
young parishioners are already looking forward to the
centenary in ten years. See you there!
Bryan Urbick
Editor
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Roadside Verges
Many readers will have noticed that the verges in and
around the village have been allowed to grow out of
control through the Spring and early Summer.
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Highways department - who are responsible for control of verges - have
been subject to heavy budgetary constraints, along with
many other County spending departments. The result
has been a reduction in cuts of verges, over recent
years, from five or six cuts per annum to just two per
year last year and this year.
This has necessitated the Parish Council (PC) to arrange for the cutting back of verges at several road
junctions in recent weeks, in order to ensure that driver
sight lines and vehicle safety are maintained.
OCC have advised the PC that their next verge cutting
in South Stoke will take place early in July. Over and
above this, OCC’s Area Steward - Keith Stenning - is
due to visit the Parish to discuss with PC representatives the long awaited OCC initiative to negotiate with
Town & Parish Councils to take over their own grass/
verge cutting.
If any agreement is reached we will keep you informed.
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667, roy@rmcmillan.com

Defib Training
Many thanks to Cliff Coombs for an excellent training
session on what to do if you come across someone
who has collapsed. One of the best bits of advice was
to shout for help straightaway as it is much harder to
help someone if you are on your own. He very kindly
brought along several dummies including one of a
small baby and everyone there was given valuable and
literal ‘hands on’ experience. He
also went through the workings
of the defibrillator and illustrated
once more that it is amazingly
simple to use. If anyone comes
across someone in trouble it is
there to be used.
Chris Bertrand
candjbertrand@gmail.com

Once again the weather dictated the venue for our
Summer Lunch on the 14th June. And so we combined
our lunch and celebrated the Queen's 90th birthday in
the Village Hall, instead of a garden venue as originally
planned.
30 members enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by
committee and members. There were readings
by Lady Marshall and Suzanne Small and members
were requested to wear red, white and blue in keeping
with the Royal theme. Margaret Boorne made a
spectacular 90th Birthday Cake which we all enjoyed,
together with a glass of sparkling wine.
Rita Mann

Rail Electrification in the Goring Gap
The Fight Continues
The next meeting between the Railway Action Group is
in the middle of July, and promised by Network Rail will
be a progress report on the new designs that will be put
forward in the promised upcoming consultation.
Though we don’t yet know the dates, it will be very important for as many people as possible to attend the
consultations and to share their views about the current
design, but also about the new designs that will be put
forward. We plan to widely advertise the consultation
events and venues as soon as the information becomes
available.
.

Our concerns remain. Though the consultation is a
good, important and legally required step, we want to
ensure that Network Rail follows through and retrofits at
least the sections through the Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. Network Rail’s promise to retrofit have
been caveated with requirement of government approvals and budget, and we seek greater assurances.

South Stoke 200 Club
The June draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday 13th June. The lucky winners this month
were:
1st Prize (£72) – David Kennedy
2nd Prize (£48) – Gareth Dean
3rd Prize (£23) – Nicola Dean
The July draw will be on Monday 11th July in the
Perch & Pike at around 8.00pm.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

South Stoke WI

Because of the uncertainties, we continue to pursue
legal advice, and as a result have incurred additional
legal costs. Any contributions to the Fighting Fund we
have set up would be most appreciated. Details are on
the ‘How to Help’ page of our website
www.savegoringgap.org.uk or you can make contact
with me and I will provide you with the details.
So for now, we fight on.
Ian Haslam, irhaslam@gmail.com
South Stoke and Goring Gap Railway Action Group
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From Our Youth Ambassador...
I would like to thank all of the people who supported me
in my fundraising for the Little Princess Trust. As well as
enjoying my new haircut, with all the donations I
received , I managed to raise a huge £202.45. Thank
you to all those people who donated.
June finally burst into flower after a dismal first week.
June is a wonderful month for roses and there are many
magnificent climbers around the village. One of my
favourites is a rose called ‘Compassion’. It has crowds
of big pinky-salmon blooms and comes back for an
excellent second flush. Unfortunately I didn’t pay
enough attention to the black spot early in the season. It
has been there and posed no real problem in the past
and I prefer not to spray if it can be avoided but this
time the lower branches have lost all their leaves and
even the buds are infected. On looking into it more
carefully I found that black spot on roses can, not just
weaken a plant, but actually kill it. As I write this I’ve just
applied an anti-fungal spray and the blooms seem to be
thriving. Fingers crossed that my contribution to
destroying the planet kills the black spot first.
I have had to destroy my ‘Peregrine’ peach tree. Last
year I sprayed twice in February but although the tree
was smothered in peaches most of the leaves went red
curled up and fell off just the same. This year I sprayed
again but not only were there no peaches [due to the
late frost] there were again virtually no uninfected
leaves. Not only that but Bordeaux Mixture which I had
been using is now a banned substance so next year I
have no weapons. So I have replaced it with a golden
pseudoacacia which will have the added bonus of
screening us from the newly built bedroom window next
door.

Our Youth Ambassador
Any thoughts or comments - or suggestions for topics
about which our ’Youth Ambassador’ can write, please
send them to editor@southstoke.org.uk or to the attention
of the Editor, South Stoke Parish Newsletter delivered to
the Shop.

The Rabbits Had A Word For It...
Have you noticed the enormous expansion of the rabbit
population in and around the village? Yes and what a
co-incidence that a note on that very subject was
pushed (once again) under my door the other night. It
was from the elusive ‘Reflective Traveller’ who seems
to think that I have the ear of the Hon. Ed. Well whatever, I attach the contents of that note from him or her
addressed to ‘the villergers: a warning’ (sic).
“On my regular peregrinations, pondering my existence
in this world, along the route of The Ridgeway through
South Stoke and on to Goring I have often stopped to
watch the rabbits in the field just before Withymead Nature Reserve. They issue from the thick brambles and
nettles at the bottom of the railway embankment venturing into the grass beyond for morning and evening
silflay or feeding. This was the term used by Richard
Adams in his rabbit lore novel Watership Down an introduction to Lapine, the language of rabbits. There are
now whole web sites devoted to this subject - a dictionary, a grammar book, you’d be amazed and a further
note on this amazement may follow.
Well the rabbits seem to group in about three lots along
the hedge line. Are they in tribes or perhaps family
groups? Don’t tell me - there is a PhD thesis from
Nonesuch University on homogenous cultural linkages
in rabbit tribal formations. Seriously, but I am serious.
I noticed a long time ago one completely black rabbit,
probably an escapee from a domestic hutch in the central group. So strange completely at home as it seemed
to me feeding quietly with those in conventional dress
and scuts nibbling away around. Now there is another
completely black in the group nearest to the road and
bridge. How strange the strength of the gene pool, not
a hint of grey or white or brown just black.

Not all is doom and gloom. Our eyes have been
serenaded by the glorious peonies. One in particular
has been splendid and given the lie to the idea that
peonies cannot be transplanted because they hate to
be disturbed. The picture is of a plant that I moved two
years ago. I don’t know for sure what it’s called as it
was already resident when we moved in but it looks like
a cultivar called Gay Paree.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand), candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

This week a new black one, a small young rabbit in the
far group near the first house. Now in many animal species any abnormalities or genetic swerves are rejected
from the tribe. A nestling touched by human hands may
be left by the parents to die unfed and abandoned. But
as far as we can see not here.
An allegory. A metaphor. A symbol of the human condition. The emotions of acceptance and tolerance. Why
some animals and not others?
It is my wont to muse.”
Reflective Traveller, as given to
Michael Saunders, michaelbsaunders@yahoo.co.uk
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Our Local 134 Bus Service
as from Thursday 21st July, 2016
As you will have read in previous South Stoke newsletters, Oxfordshire County Council decided earlier this year
to totally scrap its bus subsidy budget, affecting over 100 - primarily rural - bus routes across the county, as from
the end of the school year on 20th July.
The result of this sweeping cut in costs by the county council, will see many rural villages in Oxfordshire lose
their only public transport link with the outside world!
We in South Stoke are fortunate that our local bus company, Messrs Go Ride CIC, have decided to try and continue to provide a service - of sorts - between Wallingford and Goring. But as from 21st July, this will be on a totally commercial basis, with no further subsidy from OCC. Please see the new timetable below (NS - means ‘not
on Saturdays’).
In other words, our current 13 services each way from Monday to Friday will reduce to just 7 services a day as
from 21st July. And be advised, this will just be on a trial basis. Go Ride has warned that if they do not achieve
more than 70 passengers per day, they may well have to terminate the service totally, later in the year. So come
the 21st of July please do support this service and use it as often as you can.
Cllr Roy McMillan
07770592667
roy.c.mcm@gmail.com

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2016

5

In order to get to know and understand our village and
Parish, it is important to get to know the people who live
here. And to get to know them, rather than hear simply
about their jobs or their domestic situations, it is perhaps far better to learn about what really matters to
them: their passions and the things on which they
choose to spend their free time. This is the first in what
I hope to be a recurring feature about South Stokers
and their passions. - Editor

South Stoke Passions: Richard Taylor
My first chance meeting with Richard Taylor was at a
Parish Council meeting. Though he was there to express his views about a current matter on the agenda,
when he introduced himself prior to the meeting, he immediately steered the conversation to the work he had
been doing with training dogs. Admittedly I am a bit
soppy when it comes to dogs (I am convinced they’re
very often much nicer than people!), so was keen to
learn more.

HOLD THE DATE:
Village Barbecue
We will be organising a BBQ on the recreation
ground for the Sunday prior to Bank Holiday Monday
and the Open Gardens. Hold Sunday August 28th.
Details will follow in the next newsletter.
Proceeds will go towards the Village Hall with main
target being a Table Tennis Table and ancillary bats
and balls, etc.
Nigel Bond
nigbond@gmail.com

Richard’s passion is clearly dogs, and he recently took
some time with me to show me what he does, and importantly, explained how he does it.
Among other ’dog duties’ like work at hunts, Richard
helps a company train dogs for detection work: drugs,
tobacco, explosives, and human detection. All the dogs
are Spaniel, Spaniel crosses, or Labrador breeds as
they have good hunting needs, and have to be absolute
hooligans. Most have come from homes that do not
understand the needs of active dogs, or come from dog
rescue. All the training is for reward and fun, i.e. a tennis ball, an item that is the dogs object of desire.
From meeting at Richard’s home, it was clear that the
dogs had a very clear structure in which they thrived and were completely attentive to Richard’s words and
gestures. Both dogs I met were well behaved, appropriately attentive, and clearly aware of who is the ’top
dog’ (Richard, of course). When he showed me Ted at
work, it was fascinating to see the discipline - as much
from Richard as Ted. Never a loud word - in fact, rarely
a word, but most often hand signals - led Ted in the job
he is trained to do: to scare out birds for hunters to target. The training, for only about 20 minutes a day, is
with a well-worn tennis ball. To say that tennis ball is
an ’object of affection’ is an understatement, rather it is
Ted’s object of obsession!
Apparently there is a lot of misinformation about working dogs, for example that they get addicted to the substance they are trained to look for. This simply does
not happen (if it did, it would stress the dog). The dogs
are trained very gently to get their reward and to sit at
the indication of what they are trained to find. As if by
magic, the ball (the object of desire) appears. The dog
then associates the scent with reward and lots of
praise. Importantly, the dogs have a very good life,
their health and welfare is always the top priority.
Richard finds it personally very rewarding to see a
young dog that has probably not had the best start in
life, turn into a active, happy, full-of-life animal that just
wants to work for his reward. This goal drives Richard’s
passion for dogs, and is his daily vocation. Don’t believe it? Just ask (or simply observe), the loyal Ted.
Bryan Urbick, Editor
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Sell-Out Pizza, Sunshine, Summer Holidays & Deli Delights…
Our Treasurer, David Kennedy, has written a separate
piece for this newsletter which details the end of year results (see next page). Suffice to say, we are feeling very
proud of all that the shop has achieved and I would like to
take this opportunity to say a heart-felt thank you to all of
the volunteers who regularly give their time to ensure our
little shop can stay open. Without your help and regular
commitment this wonderful community project of which I
am incredibly fond would be completely lost.
I would also like to say a big thank you to Kate Barratt and
Nicky Kennedy for their management of the rotas around
their other work and family commitments. As you all can
appreciate, rotas can be challenging and thankless tasks at
times, and over recent months we have had some very
“red rotas” (red being ‘open slots’ still awaiting volunteers)!
Following our end of year results, we now feel able to increase my hours a little each week and so I will be covering
Friday afternoons and alternate Saturday afternoons from
the beginning of this month. Hopefully, this will mean Kate
and Nicky will not have to stalk your email in-boxes quite
so regularly!!
Our 2nd Pizza on the Park event on Friday 24th June was
another huge success. Daniel from Soleluna completely
sold out of pizzas and the shop was very busy all evening
selling chilled wines and beers, as well as endless ice
creams and sweets. Throughout the afternoon there were
showers - and we feared the worst - but the sun came out
and the car park filled up in no time. We even had an old
tractor pull in with a trailer full of people sitting on bales of
straw coming in for a pizza picnic which was fabulous. We
are very lucky to have the space to accommodate these
events. My thinking cap is on for the next one!

ous South Stoker with whom many of you will be familiar)
and her friend-and-business-partner Tatiana. They are
going to be supplying us with truly fabulous olives of all
different flavours and sizes as well as other deli delights
such as baby sweet peppers stuffed with cheese. We will
be selling the olives by weight so you can have as many or
as little as you like, and they are weighed and priced accordingly at the till. Many of you who attended the Pizza
on the Park night may have met Zoe there and learnt even
more about the products that they have to offer, but if not,
next time you are popping in for a bottle of wine or a beer,
pick up some olives to enjoy when you get home.
We have been trying to source some artisan cheeses for
the shop for some time and sadly, this has proved very difficult. The minimum order quantities have been too high
for us, and also we do not have a license to cut and prepare food which would enable us to purchase larger cheeses and cut them into smaller portions. However, I am delighted to say that we are shortly going to be stocking an
award winning goat’s cheese made by Norton & Yarrow
run by Fraser Norton & Rachel Yarrow. Based at the
Earth’s Trust Farm near Wittenham Clumps, Sinodun Hill is
a ripened goat cheese pyramid similar in style to other
French goat cheeses. It is made using traditional methods
and is matured for 21 days to develop its texture and flavour. This cheese has won not one but two awards already this year from the British Cheese Awards. The pyramid is a good size at 200g so it is perfect for sharing on the
cheeseboard or an easy supper with a glass of wine. As
an artisan cheese it is not a budget buy, but for those of
you think the cheeseboard is the best part of a meal I don’t
think you will be disappointed! We hope to be adding
more cheeses to our range with more from Norton & Yarrow and our suppliers Blackwoods of Henley who are their
sole distributors over the coming months.
We are delighted to be stocking some new greeting cards
this month, all of which are blank, by a lady called Lynn
Krystyna Curtis. Lynne is not a villager but a friend of one
and has started selling her own photographic images as
cards. All of the cards are blank inside so they are perfect
for all occasions.

As summer holiday season approaches we have some
new additions to the shop which will certainly bring a Mediterranean flavour to the summer - whether the sun shines
or not!
We are delighted to be welcoming a new supplier this
month. Fructa is co-managed by Zoe Beeusaert (a previSouth Stoke Parish Newsletter

Hopefully, we have a sunny summer season ahead of us
and we can enjoy alfresco evenings with family and friends.
Remember you can order in advance meats and poultry for
barbecuing, as well vegetables for salads or roasting and
summer fruits. Likewise, cases of beers and wines can be
ordered – so much easier to pull into our car park and load
up than to drive to a larger supermarket. AND how many
supermarkets have a recreation ground to keep the children happy whilst you shop? What’s not to like?
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
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South Stoke Angling

At Last: Broadband in Little Stoke

South Stoke Angling held its first match of the season
on Sunday 19th June. Five members fished for the
John Phipps Memorial cup and was won by Bryan Butler. The match made £60 which has gone to Cancer
UK. Well done guys.
Paul Stevens
pauljstevens@btinternet.com
Paul is perhaps too humble to say, but South Stoke also competed against Goring on 3rd July and won the
match by over a 5lb lead. Another ‘well done’ to the club.
You do us proud! - Editor

I can scarcely believe it, but I’m writing to say that we are
now online at 10Mbps thanks to Bill and Mike from Countryside Broadband - both very charming, intelligent and
helpful chaps. As well, they are upgrading all their clients
to 24Mbps within the next couple of months.
If anyone wants to get in touch with me directly to fill them
in a bit more, do just contact me - though I might easily be
streaming HD TV at the time. Yeah!
Giles Andreae
gilesa@purple-ents.com

Great news for those in the more remote/less easily
connected areas of the Parish! Don’t hesitate to contact
Giles or me if you want to learn more about the possibilities. - Editor

South Stoke History: Village Fete 1939
Saturday 26thAugust 1939 was warm sunny day in
South Stoke, it was the day chosen for a Fete to raise
funds for St. Andrews Church and for the South Stoke
section of the British Legion. The Fete was opened by
Lady Felix Brunner from Grey’s Court, Rotherfield
Greys. Lady Brunner was President of the Women’s
Institute, and granddaughter of Henry Irving the famous
Victorian actor.
The Fete started with the announcement of the prize
winners in the produce show, first prize went Mr. H.
Clark, 2nd Mr. B. Wells, and third to Mr. R. King. This
show proved very popular as this was the first year it
was open to South Stoke residents only.

South Stoke Community Shop
Financial Report for 2015/6

It was very good to be able to report to the shareholders at the AGM on 16th June that the shop achieved a
profit of £5,028 on the last trading year ending in January 2016. This is a big step up from the £86 in the previous year. Shareholders’ funds also rose from £7,717
in 2104/5 to £12,765 in 2015/6. The result was
achieved despite continued difficult trading conditions
and a small fall in revenue.
No small part of this success is due to the dedication of
the manager (Jules) and our wonderful volunteer staff
together with a sharper focus on the price we buy from
the wholesalers, careful attention to margins and the
income from the many events organised by the shop.
Overhead administrative costs were held at the same
level as last year except for the higher cost of maintenance (toilet floor) and increased charges for the card
terminal. Donations from various sources greatly eased
the burden of the maintenance costs and are very
much appreciated.
David Kennedy
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The various side shows and stalls were organised by
Mr. R. Vickery, Misses E and D Fox ran the lemonade
stall, Mrs Fox, Mrs Cooke, Mrs. Butler and Miss S. Fox
the rummage stall, guessing the number of match in a
model aircraft made by Master Frank Bullock was very
popular, the prize a box of chocolates was won by David Dill. Guessing the name of the person who made a
cake was won by Mrs. Turner, who guessed the name
of “Mary”, The Spry Ball (whatever that was) was run by
Harold Allum; bowling for the pig, given by Mr. W. Bullock, was run by Mr Warden, and won by Mr. Goddard.
The hoop-la was run by Iris Fox and John Elliot and
finally the clock golf was run by Elsie Barnett.
The children’s sports were organised by Arthur Lamb
and David Dill; the results were as follows: - 30 yards
under 5- 1st F. Browning; 2nd C. Dawe. 100 yards’ girls
11-14 1st J. Dill; 2nd J. Purnell 75 yards’ girls 9-11 1st F.
Goodenough; 2nd P Smewing, 50 yards’ boys 5-7; 1st D.
Comley; 2nd T. Lamb; Egg and Spoon; 1sr J. Dill; 2nd J.
Purnell; Potato race; 1st M. Goodenough; 2nd S. Warden, three legged race girls; F. Goodenough and P.
Smewing; Wheelbarrow race boys; 1st A and J. Purnell;
Apple in the Bucket, girls; J. Dill and boys C. Drewe,
and sack race, for single ladies was won by Joy Warden.
The Fete concluded with a dance in the village hall, the
music being provided by the K.G. band, under the direction of Mr. H.K. Geall.
It’s a sobering thought that only eight days later the
country was at war Germany.
David Beasley
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July News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
Firstly let me congratulate all those communities that held
events to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. Reports
suggest that even where the weather was not as we might
have hoped the events were filled with fun and community
spirit. My thanks to all who worked hard to organise and run
them. I know it is hard work and I hope you all feel it was
worth the effort. It is much appreciated.
Indeed two important local issues have been the focus of
recent meetings for me. There are the issue of a possible
additional bridge over the River Thames at Reading and
the issue of increased aircraft traffic.
On the first of these, the debate on another bridge in
Reading has been going on for decades but it has taken
higher profile of late. It is an issue which potentially affects
large parts of the constituency as an improvement to the
river crossing could have implications for traffic on the key
link roads through the Oxford and the M40. For this reason
I have been calling for robust studies to set out the case for
any proposal. At a recent meeting representatives from
councils on both sides of the river and local MPs agreed to
apply for funding to enable such a study to take place. No
decision has yet been made on whether or not there should
be an additional bridge. There are important issues to
consider on this including quality of life concerns. For
commuters going both ways the quality of life would
probably be improved with a new bridge. However an
improvement in the quality of life for one group of people
should not lead to a reduction in quality of life for others.
Thus wider issues must be addressed in the final analysis.
The issue of increased aircraft noise is undoubtedly a
problem for people in some of our communities. A meeting
was recently held with representatives from Heathrow and
NATS. The main issue within the Henley Constituency is
the noticeable changes in aircraft traffic with resulting
increased noise particularly when planes land into an
easterly wind meaning they have to circle over the area.
The Chief Executive of NATS confirmed that there have not
been changes to routes but that there has been an
increase in the amount of air traffic. The flight patterns
within controlled airspace change almost daily due to a
number of factors. I am currently waiting for a paper from
NATS committed with more detail on this to help our
understanding of the issues involved. More generally there
is continuing work in two key areas. On aircraft noise the
aerospace industry is continually working on technologies
that can help reduce the noise of aircraft and airlines are
updating their fleets to take advantage of this.
***

For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly updated
and offers information on work in Westminster and in the
constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com. You can
also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

We’ve just begun a subscription to Zinio, a new Reference
Online service which allows customers to access electronic
versions of current magazines for free! This is available
from the Reference Online pages and (together with the
PressDisplay newspaper service) has a direct link:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/enews. The magazines available
on Zinio are identical to the print versions available in
newsagents, and the service has a small back-catalogue
covering the last 12 issues. Customers can create an
account for free and either view the magazines on their
PCs or via the Zinio App available for mobile devices.
PressDisplay also offers the current edition of newspapers
from across the world, in their original formats. You can
search for papers and stories by keyword or browse
publications by language or country of publication.
The ‘Big Friendly Read’ challenges children aged from 4 to
11 to extend their reading experience over the long
summer holiday, giving them access to our wide range of
books. This year’s theme is based on “invention, mischief
and friendship”, all ideas which are explored in Roald
Dahl’s most famous books. On the Summer Reading
Challenge, we ask each child to read at least six library
books. They can be any books they like - novels, facts
books, joke books, e-books and audio books - they all
count. These build to become a unique record of your
child’s Summer Reading Challenge, and a great way to
mark Dahl’s centenary. Some cards feature fun SCRATCH
‘N’ SNIFF smells for young readers to discover. Kids are
going to love collecting these!
Children can join FREE of any charge.
The ‘Big Friendly Read’ takes place from Saturday 16th
July and continues to run throughout the summer until
Saturday 17th September.
More information can be found on the Reading Agency
website: http://readingagency.org.uk/children. We will be
running various themed events during the summer holidays
to support the Challenge, so look out for our Summer
News Letter soon!
There is also an excellent Summer Reading Challenge for
Adults entitled a ‘Midsummers Night Read’. Some excellent
prizes are on offer – so check out the website for more
information. http://readingagency.org.uk/
We had a wonderful time welcoming Amanda Jennings to
the Library in June to talk about her work – to support
National Crime Reading Month. We also celebrated
National BookStart week with a special ‘Under the Sea’
Rhymetime and Saturday Craft morning where we made
shark face masks and jellyfish.
The session we ran with our AGE UK computer adviser on
downloading free eBooks and eAudio from the Library
Service was great and well attended. If you still need help
or further advice, please contact us on
woodcote.library@oxfordshire .gov.uk or by phone on
01491 682323 – we will be happy to help. We are running
a further drop in session on Monday July 18th 4.30-7.30pm.
We will be continuing with Rhymetime on a Thursday
morning at 10am for the under 5’s in term time. The next
meeting of the adult book club is Monday July 18th at 6pm.

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please e-mail
john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.

New members are always most welcome.

Excerpted from the mid-June 2016 Update.

Joanne Green, Library Manager 01494 682323,
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Are You An A+++ Graduate?
According to the Energy Saving Trust, an average UK household has between 40 and 50 electrical appliances. At
first I found that hard to believe until I counted my own household appliances and realised that, when I include
power tools, garden equipment etc, I am not far off!
Many energy saving tips are now well publicised, such as
not overfilling your kettle. In this article I hope to bring you a
few less well known suggestions.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Electrical kitchen appliances are rated from A+++ to
D. Look for the product which has the best energy
rating and also matches the size you require. For example a 65’LED TV rated at A+ will use 165kWh annually whilst a 32’ LED TV rated at A will use only
58kWh annually. Don’t be lulled into thinking bigger is
better as long as it has a good energy rating.
Setting your washing machine to 30°C will use about
40% less electricity compared to higher temperatures.
Avoid overloading AND under filling your fridges and
freezers. Overfilling reduces airflow while under filling
means that cooling power is lost each time the unit is opened.
If you cook using electricity, induction hobs are up to 50% more efficient than a traditional electric hob because they only heat when pans are in contact with the hob. These hobs also serve to keep kitchens cooler
reducing the need for cooling/ventilation
Microwave ovens are typically 70-90% more efficient than conventional ovens.
Tumble dryers are power monsters. Try pulling out the near-dry synthetics from the fully-spun wash and giving the rest a second full-speed spin before putting them in the dryer. Or better still, use the drying power of
the sun and wind!
Monitor your electricity use. Whilst an energy monitor won't save you electricity itself, it will show how different appliances affect your consumption and let you see the impact when you change your habits.
If you are lucky enough to have solar PV panels, run your electrical appliances when the sun is shining
where possible.
‘Standby power’ refers to electricity used by appliances and equipment while they are switched off or not
performing their primary function. Since 2013 standby mode for new goods must not exceed 0.5 Watts
(energy use per hour) or 1 Watt where it has an LED display. For networked electrical such as TVs linked to
recording boxes, stand-by mode must not exceed between 3 Watts and 12 Watts depending on the appliance (1 Watt costs approx. 0.015 pence per hour).

Whilst the collective impact of everyone turning off their electrical equipment from stand-by nationally would make
a difference, the real power guzzlers are running appliances - so use the tips above to cut carbon and cut costs!
Moira Dorey
mdorey@brookes.ac.uk
EiE Project Manager, Oxford Brookes University

Opportunity at
Withymead Nature Reserve

Garden Visit

Wallingford Gardening Club's series of summer garden
visits continues with a visit to The Grange, Chalgrove.
This is a 10 acre plot with an evolving garden including
herbaceous borders and a prairie
with many grasses. There is a lake
and a brook running through the
garden, which has a wildflower
meadow. Our host, Vicky Farren
will give a guided tour. Cost will be
£6 which will include tea and cake.
This visit will be held at The
Grange, Berrick Road, Chalgrove
OX44 7RQ at 6.30pm on Thursday 11th August. Visitors very welcome.
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

The post of Warden at Withymead Nature Reserve, on the
Bridle Way between Goring and South Stoke, will become
available from September
2016. The post is a threeyear fixed term role. The position is being offered, either
as a Volunteer Worker which
is unsalaried, but with on-site,
rent-free accommodation or
as a self-employed freelance
consultant, based off-site.
For more information please
email info@withymead.org or
take a look at the websites www.withymead.org.
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Oxfordshire Residents Scammed by Fake Genealogists
It's one of the latest fashions - almost a craze in some
quarters. All over the country quite ordinary people - the
rank and file, and people just like you and me - are trotting hopefully into public libraries or crowding around the
computer screen at home, finding out about their family
histories and discovering facts about distant ancestors
that amaze them. So! Our great granddad was an ocean
-going sailor and shipped before the mast on a transAtlantic schooner! And fancy! Auntie Pauline who
moved to Australia became a famous quilter! And perhaps we have a long-lost nephew! And so on and so
forth.

loss of consumer confidence or personal selfesteem. During July, which has been declared Scams
Awareness Month, Citizens Advice is calling on everyone to be vigilant and not to fall victim to scammers' tactics: cold calls, high-pressure sales techniques, automated voicemails asking for people's personal details
and so on. Among the devices scammers rely on are
spoofed email addresses, fake websites and fraudulent
payment services. And they make use of the latest fads,
like genealogy or the reclaiming of payment protection
insurance (PPI), and set up a special trap to take advantage of them.

These ordinary folk could be forgiven for feeling quite
excited about their discoveries. However, Citizens Advice has learned that an excessive enthusiasm for tracing ancestors has apparently made people susceptible
to approaches from unscrupulous parties trying to latch
on to their enthusiasm and exploit it. These scammers,
hiding behind the gauzy curtain of the Internet, work
by contacting people at random, expressing the desire
to "help" them "trace their inheritance".

Citizens Advice has these key tips for people contacted
by someone they think might be a scammer:

Citizens Advice Henley was recently made aware of one
such company that contacted a client by letter, offering
to trace deceased relatives who had died intestate so
that an inheritance could be claimed from the deceased
person's estate. The company said it would take a proportion of the proceeds from the search in order to cover
its costs. The client gave the company an original copy
of a birth certificate, pension statements and details of
all relatives known to her. In due course the company
informed the client that a distant cousin had died, leaving an estate. Power of attorney was given to a second
company and the client was promised payment after the
relatives had been contacted. At this point a police investigation intervened and the matter was taken no further, but the birth certificate original was never returned.
It is easy to see that, without the police intervention, the
case could have been much, much worse.
Scams in all forms can cause misery, ill-health, or even
ruin lives in some cases. Certain kinds of scams lead to







Contacted out of the blue? Be wary
If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is
Don't be rushed - resist pressure to make a decision right away
Never send money to anyone you don't know
Don't suffer in silence - speak out about your experiences

What action can you take when you are contacted by a
suspected fraudster?




Get advice from Citizens Advice consumer service
on 03454 040506
Report scams or suspected scams to Action
Fraud on 0300 123 2040
Tell your family, friends and neighbours about it

Please share this information with others, especially
those who you think might be especially vulnerable to
scams.
For further help, drop in to Citizens Advice Henley at 32
Market Place, next to the Town Hall. Locations and
opening hours of other Citizens Advice offices in the district can be found on www.caox.org.uk
Darius Halpern
news@osavcab.org.uk
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau

Call: 07821 797 620 for info
Email:

kilimanjarotrip2017@gmail.com

Visit the Facebook page for
more details and updates:
http://bit.ly/24AHJrq
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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News from the Practice
I thought you might be interested to have some information about how many appointments the Practice offers to patients (across both of our surgeries). Each
month, on average, we deal with approximately 1293
triage calls, we offer 1938 routine doctor appointments,
739 nurse appointments and 1239 Healthcare Assistant
appointments. Our doctors carry out approximately 87
home visits each month to patients who are unable to
get to one of our surgeries.
It certainly keeps the team busy here at the Practice!
However, what we are struggling with at the moment is
the number of people who fail to keep their pre-booked
appointments at the Practice (we call this DNAs, short
for “Did not Attend”) and information on this is detailed
below.
100+ wasted appointments each month!!
At the Practice, we are working hard to try and manage
the high demand we have for routine appointments.
This has involved working with our team and the Patient
Participation Group (PPG) to see if there are ways we
can improve our appointment provision. One of the
things that has come to light is the high number of DNAs
that we have – that is patients who fail to keep a prebooked appointment and don’t let us know so we are
unable to offer this to another patient. Currently, the
DNA rate is running at over 100 appointments per
month! This is a huge number of patient appointments
that are wasted and that could have been offered to others.
Patients who have provided us with their mobile phone
number receive a reminder text message 48 hours before their pre-booked appointment and we are sure that
those who are in receipt of this text reminder system find
it very useful. It also allows patients to text back a
“Cancel” message to us which automatically updates the

appointment screen if they are unable to keep their appointment.
So – we are asking for your help! If you find you are
unable to keep your appointment or no longer need it,
PLEASE let us know by phone, by email
(gandw.admin@nhs.net) or by responding to the MJOG
text reminder that you will receive via your mobile
phone. The sooner you can let us know, the sooner we
can offer the appointment to another patient. Next time
you are visiting the Practice or talking to us on the
phone, check that we have your mobile phone number
recorded on your medical record so that we can send
you text reminder or information messages. Currently, if
all the patients who DNA’d let us know in plenty of time
that they did not want their appointment; we could be
seeing an additional 100+ patients per month!!
We will now be starting a system of active contact with
the patients who do not keep their appointments – they
will receive a phone call, a letter from the Senior Partner
and if that fails, they may be asked to attend a meeting
at the Practice to decide on how their health care will be
managed in the future, which could ultimately mean removal from our list. We do know that some patients
may not keep their appointment because they have become unwell, so our new DNA policy will have appropriate medical input and any decision to remove a patient
from our list will only be taken after full Partner discussion and when all other appropriate intervention has
failed.
Please work with us at the Practice to try and improve
appointment access – it will benefit everyone! Thank
you.
Julia Beasley
juliabeasley@nhs.net
Practice Manager, Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group
The Big Health and Care Conversation
All are invited to participate in the The Big Health and
Care Conversation consultation by the consultation
manager, Julia Stackhouse. This consultation is open
from 4 Jul 2016 at 00:00 to 12 Aug 2016 at 23:59.
You are invited to have a say on how health care is delivered in Oxfordshire.
Events are being held across Oxfordshire to encourage
people to ‘drop in’ and have an informal conversation
with NHS clinicians and staff to share their ideas on
how NHS services in Oxfordshire can deliver high quality care now and in the future.
To find out about the events or to have your say, please
click here: https://consult.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/
consult.ti/Bighealthandcare/consultationHome. The
events are drop-in sessions and do not require you to
book.
Thank you.
Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Wild Fig Interior

Ruby Pepper

Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior

Lifestyle

Boutique
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

July 2016

19

Good Bye and Very Best Wishes
to the Lings

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in July 2016
July 10th
July 17th
July 24th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am

As many of you are aware, Richard and Sue are leaving
the village after many years of living here and being actively involved in village life for many of those years.

Holy Communion (BCP)
Mattins
Holy Communion (CW1)

I, along with my family and many of you I am sure, wish
them well and say ‘thank you’ for being part of our village.

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at St Andrew’s
Church on Tuesday 5th July. Morning prayer will be
at 9.30am every Friday, St Andrew’s Church. The
Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 20th July at
10.30am - 12noon, St Andrew’s Church.

Cheers.

ALL WELCOME

Paul Stevens
pauljstevens@btinternet.com

Sally Stroud

***
When I volunteer in the Shop on Sundays over the past
few years, my first visitor was usually Richard, coming
in to pick up the newspaper and his pre-ordered croissants, fresh from the oven. We would have a short (or
sometimes less short) conversation about the bus service, trips to museums, or interesting stories about airplanes or local history. I shall miss those conversations. I didn’t see Sue in the Shop, but got to know
here as she took on the role of delivering newsletters to
parishioners each month. I have been and remain
grateful for her commitment to our Parish.
The birth of a grandchild is certainly good reason to
move closer. And sad that they move away from South
Stoke, I too wish them the very best. (And please make
sure to visit once in a while!)
Bryan Urbick
Editor, editor@southstoke.org.uk

Welcome to our New Curate
STEVE JOHNSON, who is our new Curate, was ordained Deacon in Christ Church Cathedral ,Oxford , on
July 2nd .The very next day he was at Services
throughout the Benefice, and at St Andrew’s he was
with our Vicar Rev’d Paul Boughton for the popular
family service.
Please join St Andrew’s and the entire Benefic to welcome Steve, his wife Lindsay and their two children,
Esther and Anwen.

Dates for Your Diary
August 20th

William the Conqueror
Day - 11.00am—4.00pm
Wallingford Museum

August 28th

Village BBQ
The Rec

August 29th

Open Gardens:
South Stoke

December 16th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Next Issue
We continue to gather e-mail addresses for everyone in
our Parish, as well as update those addresses that may
have changed. To this list a small number of e-mails are
sent out, to keep everyone up-to-date on Parish events,
Shop notices and other important notices.
If you would like your address to be added, please send an
email to mailings@southstoke.org.uk stating your name
and address (to help us keep ensure our corresponding
address list is complete). PLEASE NOTE: there was an
error on this e-mail account, so please re-send if you
haven’t received a confirmation.
Bryan Urbick, editor@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the August issue: Friday 22nd July
2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any information
given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter and South
Stoke Parish Council do not accept any responsibility for
the accuracy of such information or the consequences of
relying on it. Any views expressed are those of the
contributor at the time of submission.
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