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May Fayre A Great Success
One only needed to enter the Village on the 2nd of May
Bank Holiday Monday to see that something was going
on. It took considerable effort to
wind and weave through the
crowds that were enjoying the
May Fayre stalls. Many
attendees were also off the
Street in the school playground
area and the churchyard,
enjoying conversations, some
food and pints of beer.

The excellent weather was also on show, with clouds
and some light rain only moving in at the end of the
Fayre. In a way, it was a gentle
encouragement for all to return to
their homes in perfect time for the
volunteers to clean up.

There were many stalls, manned
by lots of familiar faces, selling
their wares or seeking donations
for some very excellent causes.
Not only could we drop a few
coins in the bucket to support
Image above posted by Kevin Fynn on the
the efforts of the South Stoke
South Stoke Village Facebook Page
Community Shop to build a
permanent shop, but we also
found a great bargain at the
Amenities Charity stall - a dog
floating vest for our new puppy.
We also had the opportunity to
enjoy lots of food, drink, and a
have a fun time watching a few
young ones enjoy the spinning
Tea Cup ride.
It has been heard through the
grapevine that this year’s May
Fayre was one of the best
attended. There were so many
attendees that the South Stoke
Primary School Parents Association sold out of beer and
food.
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The winter consultation of the
Village by the Parents
Association seems to have borne
great fruit. If those who spoke up
also voted with their feet, it
showed that for at least this year,
The Street was clearly the right
place (and hopefully this will
continue). Also, the choice to
work closely with the Perch and
Pike to help grow and develop
the event to mutual advantage
was a very good move.
Much work goes into these kinds
of events, and thanks should go
to the Parents Association and
their volunteers who organised
and delivered such a smoothrunning, fun event. Long may it
be part of the life of South Stoke.
Bryan Urbick, Editor
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The band provided an excellent
background music throughout the
day. The traditional May Pole
dance was packed with viewers,
and our young dancers did
themselves proud!

Sometimes work and other commitments get the best of
you! That is the case with this May issue of the South
Stoke Parish Newsletter, and why it is delayed. Apologies
to all those who expect it a bit earlier each month. Still, it
has lots of good information, and as a result, I was able to
get in more up-to-date information on both the May Fayre
and the Railway Electrification.

Bryan Urbick, Editor
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South Stoke WI

2016 Annual Parish Meeting
Held on 14th April
About 45 Parishioners attended the above meeting and
received a copy of the 2016 Report, which detailed
brief accounts from each of the main parish organisations.
For those unable to attend, you will be able to find a
copy of this Report on the Parish Council’s website at:
http://www.southstoke.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2016/04/Annual-Parish-Meeting-Report2016.pdf
Attendees also heard presentations from various
speakers on behalf of several of the village’s organisations and were able to put questions to them either in
the formal Q & A session, or privately during the serving of refreshments at the end of the meeting.
I would like to thank all those who gave of their free
time to attend this meeting, and I would particularly like
to thank Roger Guiver for his help in setting-up microphone and loud-speaker provision for the evening.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667, roy@rmcmillan.com

Information was given
for four outings in June
& July to Mottisfont
Abbey, Kelmscott,
Durham Park and the
Royal Academy
Summer Exhibition.
Names were taken of
those interested in
going.
I welcomed our speaker Amanda Wood who gave a
very Interesting and informative talk on 'Burma Opening
Up', and how tourism is beginning to take off.
We have a Group Meeting at Woodcote on April 28th
when our speaker is Mike Payne talking on 'The History
of Pinewood Studios'
We celebrated 5 birthdays this month, and finished the
afternoon with a raffle and a delicious tea provided by
Francis Ayres, Jenny Mansfield and Jacqui Bertrand.
Our next meeting is in the Village Hall on Tuesday 10th
May.

New Premises For The
South Stoke Community Shop
As was discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting, we are
kicking off a new project to build new premises for our
Community Shop. Any new building will be a significant
cost, so to fund it, get all the necessary permissions,
and to build it will be a big project. At the Village Meeting we spoke about the success of the shop, the upcoming need for a permanent, and ideas of where it
should be placed, an initial idea of the design, the likely
costs and how we hope to manage it all. Maybe you
also saw us rattling the bucket at the May Fayre to collect some funds, but also to increase the awareness.
This is an exciting community project and we hope that
lots of people will help - we have had some people step
forward already, but we need many more. We will continue to provide project information in the newsletter
over the coming months.
Geoff Ward
873342 geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk

South Stoke 200 Club

Letter to the Editor
Leslie and Beryl Redding
As a former Goring resident and now living in Didcot I
was given a copy of issue 126 by Keith Eaton who recognised my fathers name, Leslie Redding, in the 1937
school concert article.
My father was born in 1930 and his family moved to
Little Stoke from London in the early 30's. His father
was a handyman and driver for the Duckers and they
lived at the Oak until my grandfather retired in the mid
sixties. My father married in 1955 and moved to Goring
where he lived until his passing earlier this year.
The concert names my father, Leslie, and his sister
Beryl. Also attended the school were his older sister
Sheila and a few years later his younger brother Norman who was born in 1934. My grandparents and Norman are laid to rest in South Stoke churchyard.
I was so pleased to see the article. We have fond
memories from our times as children visiting the Oak
and the farm . I used to play in the chalk pit that Catherine Ducker describes on page 4 as well as working
summers on the farm in the early 70s. A friend from
Goring had a summer job painting the gate posts!

The April draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday 11th April. The lucky winners this month
were:
1st Prize (£72) – Abel Westerhof
2nd Prize (£48) – Simon Courtney
3rd Prize (£24) – Craig Coffield

Richard Redding

The May draw will be on Monday 9th May in the Perch
& Pike at around 8.00pm.
To find out more about the South Stoke 200 Club,
please contact Mark Taylor (phone 872670 /
07985922031, email: lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

We held our April meeting in the Village Hall. Once
again we were pleased to welcome a new member. Rita
passed on the sad news that Terri Elkins, a past
member and President from 1988 - 1991, had recently
died.

Thanks, Richard - very much appreciate you sending
in your letter and sharing the additional memories. We
hope you remain connected with South Stoke for years
to come, and when you have a chance, stop by and
see how things have changed, but also how they’ve
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South Stoke Open Gardens 2016

Bargains for Keen Gardeners,
Your Bins Over the Bank Holiday
and More!

Although summer still seems a long way off we are already thinking about this year’s Open Gardens.
Following two particularly wet August Bank Holiday
Mondays, there was some discussion about whether
we should change the date. In the weeks that followed
we canvassed some of the regular openers as well as
others involved on the day and the consensus was that
we should stick to the usual date in the calendar. Open
Gardens will take place on Bank Holiday Monday, August 29th.
Once again we are hoping that many of the regular gardens will be open and it would be great to see a few
new ones as well. If you would like to open your garden and you haven’t already let us know please email
Angela Exley at angela.m.exley@btinternet.com and
Jane Newton at jane.n@btinternet.com or telephone
01491 871901.
We expect the format will be the same as in previous
years with the gardens open between 1 and 6pm. St
Andrews Church Flower Festival will be running at the
same time and tea and cake will be provided and
served by South Stoke WI in the Village Hall. In addition the Village Shop is likely to be open.
All money raised from ticket sales will go towards the
Village and Church.
If you would like to be involved in the event in other
ways we are looking for volunteers to help sell tickets
during the afternoon and the WI have also asked if
there are any youngsters who would be able help with
serving teas and clearing up.
We look forward to hearing from you and have our fingers crossed for sunshine!
Jane Newton

South Stoke Angling
It’s that time of the year again for renewals and hopefully new members. This year it’s a one-off fee of £15 per
person, no concessions. So whether you fish, or just
want to be part of South Stoke Angling, it’s the same
cost. And if you decide you want to have a go at fishing, you can - providing you obtain a rod license which
is a requirement by law and needs to be with you at all
times when fishing.
We thank you again for your valued support
Paul Stevens
paul@south-stoke-angling-club.co.uk
07917 863289

Good news for green fingers!
If you’re one of our garden waste customers, you can
leave double out for collection between 23 and 27 May.
Your extra waste needs to be in an open box or bag by
your brown bin, but not in a trade bag please as we
won't empty these.
We'll take your garden waste to a facility where it's
composted and sold to local farmers for fertilising their
crops.
Bargain bins
If you sign up to the garden waste service in June or
July, you’ll get ten per cent off your annual fee. Existing customers can get the discount off an extra bin during this time.
Visit www.southoxon.gov.uk/gardenwaste for more information.
Bank holiday bin collections
Don’t forget – your bins will be emptied a day later after
the bank holidays in May, but back to normal the following week. Take a look at our bank holiday page on our
website to find out when your bins will be emptied.
For more on what you can recycle, visit
www.southoxon.gov.uk/recycling.
What weighs the same as 30 polar bears?
30 tonnes of old toasters, kettles and irons and tatty old
textiles, which is what you've recycled since the launch
of our new collections in September last year.
If you’re having a bit of a clear-out this spring, why not
try it out for yourself? For more information about the
new collections, visit our recycling webpage
www.southoxon.gov.uk/recycling..

Unitary Council: Devolution Update
As you may already know, the government has offered local councils in England the chance to take
on powers to make more decisions and have more
control over how public money is spent locally.
South Oxford District Council has appointed leading
advisors PwC to carry out an independent study to find
the best structure for local government to serve the area in the future. This is a joint piece of work along with
the other district councils.
PwC will be meeting all our main stakeholders and partners across the county to understand their issues and
views. They'll finish this study by the end of June, and
we'll consult you on the options over the summer. Both
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse district
councils will consider the report before proposals go
forward to the government in the autumn.

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Rail Electrification – Update

ers who may be concerned about the viability of the British Steel Industry, we have established in writing from
Further promising news.
the Department for Transport that “Network Rail sources
95% of its steel rail from the UK”. However the governAt the latest meeting with Network Rail (NR) in Goring,
(the 5th meeting with them, this one held on 5 May) de- ment didn’t comment on the steel for its electrification
gantries, which we know will total about 175,000 tonnes
tailed information was sought by the Railway Action
Group (RAG) and other attendees, about NR’s plans on over the next 6 years for the whole electrification project). The new gantry designs will then be tested for visthe potential removal of the existing ugly gantries and
ual impact using a specialist contractor and then narthe retrofitting of a new, more aesthetic, design. NR
have now commissioned new designs and the public will rowed down to 3 or 4 designs that have been checked
for engineering, safety and relibe able to view and comment
ability requirements.
on these at forthcoming public
consultation process.
Throughout this process the
local statutory bodies and RAG
Some while ago, RAG has
will be consulted with regards to
persuaded NR’s Chief Execureaching a mutually acceptable
tive Officer (Mark Carne) to
design. Then the designs will be
write a letter to the Conservashown to the general public at
tion Boards of the Chilterns
the formal consultation, which is
and North Wessex Downs
a 6-week exercise within the
AONBs to reaffirm NR’s intenAONB areas affected.
tion to retrofit a better design
of infrastructure after they
We also established that the
have completed their testing of
testing of the infrastructure and
the current overhead line
the new trains will be a twoequipment (OLE) on this Gorphase process. Once the naing Gap section of track. Alttional test track (Reading to Didhough there are caveats, the significance of this letter
cot) is complete and ‘goes live’ on 28 May, the infrafrom the head of NR cannot be understated and the
structure testing (gantries and overhead wiring etc) will
whole document may be found under the ‘Documents & be completed by the end of September. Assuming this is
Links’ section of RAG’s website.
satisfactory, then the new Hitachi electric trains themThe key section reads “… I also re-affirm that should the selves will be tested by the manufacturer’s engineers.
This final phase ‘may’ be completed by the end of 2016
outcome of the design options and the public consultaor thereabouts.
tion highlight that Network Rail should undertake retrospective works to alter or reAll in all the meeting was posiplace the installed apparatus,
tive and held in a spirit of coopNetwork Rail intends to undereration rather than the sometake such works as are neceswhat belligerent attitudes and
sary, subject to costs and the
inflexibility we first encountered
agreement of funding”.
during the first meetings in the
middle of 2015. However, despite these positive steps, RAG
The ‘guarantees’ that we are
continues to have concerns
seeking from NR clearly deabout whether NR will deliver
pend on two things. Firstly, as
on their promises in a year or so
many people as possible turn
from now, given the huge budgout for the formal, public conet over-run on the GWML elecsultations to look at these new
trification. NR re-affirmed that
designs to show NR that the
there is now a line in the overall
public consultation demands
£2.8billion GWR electrification
that they take retrospective
budget for the ‘Goring Gap/
action and secondly, that the money that NR have put
AONB refrofit’. That doesn’t guarantee, of course, it will
aside in its budget is ‘agreed’ to be spent for this purpose. The public consultation is now scheduled for Sep- be used for that purpose. We are therefore still engaging
with an environmental law firm to pursue a formal chaltember. Details to be published when available.
lenge to the validity of NR’s Permitted Development
This last meeting in Goring, chaired by David Berming- Rights (PDRs) for the project, and the probability that
ham, was well attended - with representatives from five they have not had sufficient regard to protecting and enParish Councils, two members for the Council for the
hancing the beauty of AONBs as they are statutorily
Protection of Rural England, (CPRE) a senior planning
bound to do so.
representative from SODC and John Howell MP for
The next meeting with NR should be in mid-June and by
Henley present. NR confirmed that they are well under
way with moving from concepts for new designs to more then it is hoped that we will have had a preview of the
new designs the public will be able to consider in Seppracticable designs. These include ‘wire-head
spans’ (instead of the heavy solid horizontal metal struc- tember. For further details and the latest news, see
RAG’s website: www.savegoringgap.org.uk
tures currently being used) and thinner, more tubular
versions of the upright supports. (By the way, for readIan Haslam and Ron Bridle, RAG committee
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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From Our Youth Ambassador...
First of all, a response to the query about the Little
Stoke Chalk Pit...
:

Dear Catherine Ducker,
Thank you for sending your reply to the newsletter. It's
interesting to see that the gate posts are a sign of Little
Stoke. I never knew. Best of luck for the wildlife project.

I have a confession to make.
As someone who purports to be a gardener one of my
great pleasures is to plant seeds and see them grow.
There’s something fundamental and rather magical
about it…when it works. So I have had immense
satisfaction from seeing those sweet pea seeds I
collected at the end of last summer growing on apace
and in profusion. But that’s not my confession. I
confess to failure. I have planted peas directly in the
ground three times- nothing! I have planted two
varieties of carrot- nothing! Marigolds [calendula] grow
like weeds. I have planted them in trays two years
running- nothing!
Now I know that voles eat peas and beans when they
can. They even ate my broad beans out of a trough in
the greenhouse but what’s stopping the carrots?
Speaking of voles… I gather that they eat tulip bulbs
but detest daffodils… so why is it my tulips come back
in proliferation but my daffs are swiftly disappearing?

Secondly, some musings, in poetic form...
The May Fayre
“There it is! The May Fayre!”
Shout the little ones, passing by...
“Ooh, what’s that over there?”
The mummies excitedly cry.
“The plant store”, the reserved daddies reply.
“Bye! I’m off to the bar-b-que”.
Then dad disappears.
“The sand art.. meet you back here in ten!”
Then the kids are nowhere near.
The May Fayre: at the heart of the village!
Everyone knows the score.
“Goodness, where’s dad off to now?”
“Don’t tell your mother – the tug of war!”
Our Youth Ambassador
Any thoughts or comments - or even suggestions for
topics about which our ’Youth Ambassadot’ can write,
please send them to editor@southstoke.org.uk or to the
attention of the Editor, South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Grow For It
Our Grow For It youth projects have been announced!
Each project will receive £500 to either Transform a
Space or Get Creative with wild flowers. Check outwww.growwilduk.com to see project locations and aims.
We'll be sharing project updates in the coming months
too!
Remember you can still enter our competition to win a
Forest Holiday by sowing a virtual seed. By taking part
you will also help us raise awareness of the importance
of wild flowers and their impact on our well being. See
the details at our website.

Tulips are rather wonderful. I’m afraid I have no idea
what variety these are (see photo above) but the
combination of blowsy yellow and red is simply
stunning- so much more lavish than the tight stiff
cupped varieties.

Thanks to the sowing efforts of our local community
project Growing Together, we now have our own wild
flower meadow at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew located underneath the Treetop walkway!

My recommendation for this month is about as
unglamorous as you can get- everlasting spinach [or
spinach beet]. It’s a great healthy and tasty vegetable
both in salads and cooked and really does seem to go
on forever.

The Grow Wild Team. hello@growwilduknews.com

Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
P.S. We have several free packets of wild flower
seeds. If anyone would like them please let me know. I
know its late in the season but better late than never!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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May News
from the Woodcote Library…

John Howell, MP Writes…
It is almost impossible to be unaware of the forthcoming
referendum on our membership of the EU. It is perhaps
much more possible to have entirely missed the fact that
our Police and Crime Commissioners are up for election on
5th May and in some parts of the constituency there are
local council elections too.
Many people have written to me on the EU Referendum
wanting me to vote in line with their preference. Given that
there are only two options I am destined to have to
disagree with a proportion of those voting. However to even
suggest that I need to vote the same way as another is to
entirely miss the difference between a referendum and an
election or indeed a Parliamentary vote.
A referendum is a direct vote in which everyone who is
registered to vote can have their say on whether to accept
or reject the proposal or question before them. In this case
it is a question of whether or not each individual voter
wishes to remain a member of the EU. My vote is just one
vote and counts for no more and no less that the vote of
every other person who exercises their right to vote.
An election is a process by which voters elect someone to
be their representative to a particular body and the person
who gets the most votes wins. In the case of the
forthcoming elections we will elect the person to be our
Police and Crime Commissioner or our local Councillor
where council elections are being held. Once a person is
elected they then fulfil the role as they have set out to do so
in their election manifesto and use their skills, experience
and judgement to do so in the years of their term of office.
The most important thing in any election is that those who
are entitled to vote exercise that right. Only when we get a
good turnout at elections can we really know the mind of
the population as a whole. The biggest news item following
the last Police and Crime Commissioner elections was not
the result but the fact that the number of people who turned
out to vote was disappointingly low.
In a short newsletter I can only offer brief information. If you
would like to receive more information on my work I would
be pleased to add your email address to the circulation list
for my regular general e-newsletter and also special
briefings which I publish on an occasional basis on specific
issues. To be added to the list please email me at
john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on the work both in
Westminster and in the constituency. The address is
www.johnhowellmp.com. You can also follow him on twitter
@johnhowellmp or on Facebook www.facebook.com/
john.howellmp
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:
Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA
If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com asking to
be added to the mailing list.
Excerpted from the mid-April 2016 Update.
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An action packed article this month, so read on..
Firstly, many thanks to all those that came along to our
World Book Night on 21st April. It was wonderful to see so
many people at the event, which featured both Angela
Buckley in the evening and Mary Hooper during the day. I
will put some pictures in the next edition for you all to see.
Thank you too to OWL and our Library Volunteers for
helping out with the refreshments.
Building on the success of our AGE UK run computer
lessons (currently held on a Monday) – Richard the
instructor has kindly said that he will hold an open ‘drop
in’ session on Monday 23rd May between 4.30-7.30pm.
This session will be specifically aimed at customers
bringing in their own e-readers/tablets etc. and learning
how to download FREE e-books and e-audio direct
from the Library service. Didn’t know you could do
that? Well you do now!
Using the Library service free wi-fi – customers will
need to bring in their device and Library card (or come
and join if you are not already a member and want to
take advantage of our services!). No need to book –
just come in.
Richard is also still looking for any volunteers to help
as Instructors for our Monday sessions, so please get
in touch if you have computer skills and fancy teaching
others.
Advance notice:
Did you know that Woodcote Library is celebrating 25
years of service in the village this year? Time for a party
we think! Please put Saturday 1st October from 3pm in
your diaries and help us celebrate with a Tea Party.
Further details will become available in the next edition.
Help us celebrate too by considering our ‘Sponsor a
book’ scheme. The idea is that you donate £5 and fill
out a book plaque with your details. Let us know what
kind of new book (either specific or genre/type) and
your name plaque will then be inside that book in the
Library – so that anyone borrowing that book will
know that you helped support us. The Scheme will be
administered by OWL, our Library Support Group.
The books will be formally presented to the Library at
the Party on 1st October and the Henley Standard will
cover the event. Pop into the Library, email us on
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk or phone us on
01491 682323 for further details or to make a donation. It’s a wonderful opportunity to show some love
and support for the Library as a Community.
Sadly, we are due to say goodbye to our photocopier at the
end of the month – but don’t panic as we will still be able to
do photocopying – just come up to the desk and ask. The
price will still be 20p per A4 copy.
The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday 16th
May at 6pm. Rhyme time for the under fives continues
every Thursday during term time at 10am. Come along and
enjoy songs, rhymes, stories and fun.
Finally, please remember that we will be closed for the
Bank Holiday on Monday 2nd and Monday 30th May.

Joanne Green, Library Manager 01494 682323,
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
May 2016
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Historic Fair Mile: Guided Walks

1066: William Comes to Wallingford

Ian Wheeler, local historian and author of Fair Mile Hospital: a Victorian Asylum will be offering guided
walks around the former mental hospital at Cholsey.
The walks will take about 90 minutes and will explain
the layout of the old hospital, the way that the establishment came into existence and was run for more than
130 years, and some of the many changes over time.

This year, 2016, marks two major anniversaries in English history:

The cost will be just £3 per person and start time from
the Great Hall is 10.30. If you would like to take the
tour, call 01491-652295 or email ian@cholsey.com to
reserve a place. Special arrangements can be made for
parties. Small children may not find the tour entirely to
their taste.
All walks (subject to demand and change or cancellation due to weather conditions) will be on Sundays at
10.30 a.m. unless otherwise arranged and dates currently available are May 15th, 22nd & 29th and June
5th, 19th and 26th.
Ian Wheeler
01491-652295

Online Budgeting Tool Available
from Citizens Advice
Citizens Advice has developed a simple online questionnaire which can help you to understand what you're
earning and spending, and where you might be able to
cut costs.
The tool, which is quick and easy
to use, is accessible at https://
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debtand-money/budgeting/budgeting/
work-out-your-budget/. In order to
get started, you need your most
recent bank statements, payslips,
bills and receipts. However, you
can also use rough figures if you
just want a general idea of your position.
We are here to help everyone, of all ages and from all
backgrounds. If money is tight, Citizens Advice can look
into your situation. For further help, call Adviceline on
03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. Locations and opening hours of our offices in
south Oxfordshire can be found on www.caox.org.uk.
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau



the 950th anniversary of the last successful invasion of England -The Norman Conquest by William the Conqueror - and the date in history
known by most: 1066 The Battle of Hastings.



1000th anniversary of the Viking conquest of
England by the Danish King Cnut.

Wallingford and ‘Wessex’, were very much part of the
story of both these invasions. The Danish take-over in
1016, after fierce battles and campaigns, forms the
background story to the Norman Conquest of 1066. The
exhibition explains just what this was all about.
Most significantly for our local history is the fact that,
after the Battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror and
his army eventually made their way to Wallingford and
crossed over the river here.
The exhibition at Wallingford Museum reveals
the importance of what
happened here at that
time, when the army
pitched camp at Wallingford. It not only changed
Wallingford’s history but
also England’s history!
After the Norman Conquest William ordered the building of the great royal
castle at Wallingford, which became one of the most
important in England. The Museum's exhibition continues with detailed glimpses into the life of the castle, using newly discovered evidence from the surviving medieval documents.
There’s plenty for the children to do too at Wallingford
Museum: finding the Norman spearhead, the Saxon
arrowhead, the tiny medieval chess-piece and many
more fascinating items from the castle. And, of course,
there are sandpits to excavate and the ‘smelly-feely’
drawers to explore!
And if you come early in the season, your £5 entry ticket will give you terrific value, as you’ll be able to return
as many times as you like for no extra cost. Children
under 16 are free, when accompanied by an adult.
More details at www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk.
Judy Dewey

www.sueryder.org/
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Keeping the Heat In…..
As project manager for the ENRICH project I have enjoyed meeting many enthusiastic volunteers from across Oxfordshire who are improving energy efficiency and cutting carbon in their communities. This month I am answering
one of the common questions I am asked ‘How do we keep the heat in during the winter months?’ (In case you
ask, ‘why are you publishing this as we are embarking into Spring and Summer?’ - the next few months provide good
opportunity to make sure you are ready for our next season of colder weather! - Editor)
Doors and Windows
As much as 15% of your home’s heat may be lost through draughts around
doors and windows. Draughts can be identified by passing your hand around
your windows and doors on cold days to identify cold air coming in. Metal and
nylon bristle draught excluders for doors are hard-wearing and readily available
from DIY stores. Whilst double glazing is often the default for windows, secondary glazing can save 40% of heat loss through windows compared to single
glazing and offers a lower cost alternative to double glazing, without affecting
the aesthetic of historic buildings. Additionally, don’t forget the old-fashioned but
effective method of hanging thick, well-lined curtains to minimise draughts from
windows and doors. (Source: www.energychest.net).
Ceiling insulation
Up to 25% of your heat may be lost through an un-insulated roof and adding
insulation above your ceiling is a costeffective way to ‘keep the heat in’. I would recommend insulating to a
depth of 300mm for maximum heat retention and, additionally, make sure
all existing and new insulation is spread right to the edges of your loft.
Synthetic mineral wool is the least expensive option however roll-out loft
insulation can also be made from sheep wool, hemp, cellulose, wood fibre and other materials. If your loft space is boarded for storage you may
need to lift the boards and raise the height of the joists before adding insulation and re-boarding as the effectiveness of loft insulation is reduced
if it is compacted.
Wall Insulation
Up to 30% of your heat may be lost through un-insulated walls. If your
house was built after the 1920s but before 1990 it may have an unfilled
Image: Thinkinsulation.co.uk
cavity wall space which is ideal for improving insulation. Look for small
bore holes at regular intervals up the external walls as a sign that the cavity has already been filled. In single brick
or stone buildings, the two options are external cladding, or internal wall insulation. Both options are more costly
than cavity wall insulation, but will work well.
If you are on certain benefits and own your own home or rent privately you may be able to get help for energy saving improvements from your energy company through the Affordable Warmth Obligation. For more information
contact you energy supplier or go to the Government website on www.gov.uk. For further information, have a look
at:
http://www.naturalinsulations.co.uk
http://www.selectaglaze.co.uk/heritage_buildings/introduction.php
Moira Dorey
mdorey@brookes.ac.uk
EiE Project Manager, Oxford Brookes University

Ballroom Dancing in the Village Hall
It ain’t Strictly, but it’s fun.
We have space for two or three more couples in a beginners
class in the village hall for an hour on Wednesday Evenings. Social Foxtrot, Waltz, Jive, Rumba, Quickstep, etc.
If we had one or two men interested, I am sure I could find a lady
or two whose husbands don’t want to dance.
Let me know if you are interested.
Geoff Ward
873342 geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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All Smiles For
The Boathouse Dental Surgery

Open Gardens in North Stoke

National Smile Month is coming to Goring. The Boathouse Dental Surgery will be holding a special event
to back the UK’s biggest oral health campaign.
Taking place from 16 May to 16 June, National Smile
Month aims to promote and raise awareness of good oral
health, and The Boathouse Dental team are getting involved in doing just that.
To show their support, the team from The Boathouse
along with local businesses in Goring will be holding a
“Smileathon” that aims to put the smile into National Smile
Month. All you need to do is post a “smiley selfie” supplied
by The Boathouse to @smilemonth #smileathon
#MySmileySelfie on Facebook and Twitter. Or if you are
camera shy, why not drop your old toothbrush into the
practice. The team will donate a new toothbrush to the
Mercy Ships charity for every “smiley selfie” posted or donated old toothbrush.
Mercy Ships are a team of nurses, doctors, surgeons, and
other crew members from all over the world, donating their
time to help on board the world’s largest non-governmental floating hospital - sailing directly to some of the
world’s poorest people to deliver life-saving medical care
and provide state-of-the-art facilities in which to treat them.
Dr Atul Kothari from The Boathouse said: “We love taking
part in National Smile Month and supporting a worthwhile
cause. That is why we are having a “Smileathon” involving
local businesses in the Goring area and at the same time
having some fun. Good oral health is vital for a healthy
smile as well as a healthy body, and we’ll be spreading
that message throughout NSM.”
Chief Executive of the Oral Health Foundation, Dr Nigel
Carter OBE said: “I’m delighted that The Boathouse Dental Surgery has joined the thousands of organisations in
engaging with National Smile Month. It is a great reflection
of local community spirit and an excellent way to promote
good oral health.
“By making an event as fun and imaginative as possible,
we hope it will inspire more people to join in the fun than
ever before while delivering the Oral Health Foundation’s
three key messages for good oral health; brush for two
minutes twice a day with a fluoride toothpaste, cut down
on how often you have sugary foods and drinks and visit
the dentist regularly, as often as they recommend.”
For more information please visit www.smilemonth.org
and www.boathousedental.co.uk

Ridgeway Cycle Race: Reminder
The Ridgeway Cycle Race will be conducted during the
weekend of the 18th June. The school will be allowing
the organisers to use the playground as a 'pit stop' for the
riders. I want to inform the villagers of this event beforehand and hope this gives everyone plenty of notice.

If you are looking to spend a relaxing afternoon in a
pretty Thame-side village then come and join us in
North Stoke on Sunday 26th June. Eight residents have
kindly offered to open their gardens. Two are particularly large gardens with river frontages and others are
small and interesting with particular delights to discover.
There will be an opportunity to meet the garden owners,
to ask questions about plants, wildlife and the village,
before relaxing with a Strawberry Cream Tea in the Village Hall. There will be home-made cakes and plant
sales in conjunction with a local Nursery. The starting
point will be the Village Hall (OX10 6BL) where tickets
can be purchased £5 per adult (children free) – sorry no
dogs! Special parking arrangements have been made
for the day. If time permits a visit to our historic village
church may be an added interest. The church is the only one on the entire length of the Ridgeway Long Distance Path. The Chancel was built in 1230-1240.
All proceeds go towards a new kitchen for North Stoke
Village Hall.
Judith Soames
Judith.Soames@btinternet.com

South African Plants
in the Wild and in Your Garden
At the May meeting of the Wallingford Gardening
Club, Sue Bedwell will talk about 'South African
Plants in the Wild and in your Garden'. This is the
last talk of the spring season before our series of summer garden visits commence.
Sue Bedwell trained and
taught at the prestigious Waterperry Gardens. She now
runs a nursery from home and
opens her garden to the public.
Based upon several visits to
South Africa and a long gardening experience, Sue will
talk about South African plants
both for the garden and indoors. She will bring plants
for sale on the evening!
The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community Church,
Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th May. Visitors
very welcome £2.
Advance notice of future events:
Sat 14 May - Wallingford Gardening Club’s Annual
Plant Sale in Wallingford Market Place
June to Sept - garden visits

Amanda Rogers
Head Teacher, South Stoke Primary School
After some past concerns with events that used the
playground area of the school, Amanda has agreed to
give the village advance notice so that the event will
not be a surprise, particularly to those who live nearby
or will need to travel past the school. - Editor
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Sunday 26th June 2016
2.00pm to 6.00pm

Thurs 13 October - Beautiful Kashmir
(Anthony Powell)
Thurs 10 November - Herbaceous Borders (Geoff
Hawkins)
Isabelle Darby
01491-836867
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Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Ruby Pepper
Lifestyle Boutique
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
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Great Big Diary Date:
Queen’s Birthday Celebrations

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in May 2016
May 1st
May 8th
May 15th
May 22nd
May 29th

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
10.30am

Hurrah! It’s nearly time to display your bunting….

Paul’s Family Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW1)
Holy Communion (CW2)
United Benefice Service
Streately

Sunday June 12th
The Park, South Stoke

Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at St Andrew’s
Church on Tuesday 3rd May. Morning prayer will be
at 9.30am every Friday, St Andrew’s Church. The
Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 18th May at
10.30am - 12noon, St Andrew’s Church.

(or Village Hall if wet)

Grand picnic and BBQ
Punch and Judy
with Professor Felix

ALL WELCOME

Rounders

Sally Stroud

Royal themed hat parade
(get making now, great prizes)

Beacon lighting

Fun for all!

We are hoping for other events and music. Please let
us know if you can help, play an instrument, have a
band, can organise games, etc etc. Phone or e-mail
me.
Jacqui Bertrand
01491 871 835
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com.

Dates for Your Diary

We continue to gather e-mail addresses for everyone in
our Parish, as well as update those addresses that may
have changed. To this list a small number of e-mails
are sent out, to keep everyone up-to-date on Parish
events, Shop notices, but also information from the
Parish Council and other important notices.
If you would like your e-mail to be added, please send
an email to mailing@southstoke.org.uk stating your
name and address (to help us keep up-to-date and
make sure our corresponding address list is complete).
Be assured that every mail sent out provides a simple
link to unsubscribe from the list and you can do so at
any time.
If you do not have an e-mail address, please write or
contact me (by letter left at the South Stoke Community
Shop or 01491 871 055) - we will work with you to find
a way to get the important information delivered to you
another way.
Bryan Urbick, editor@southstoke.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

June 11th & 12th

The Queen’s 90th Birthday
Celebrations (details in the
May issue)

June 24th

Pizza On The Rec

June 26th

Open Gardens:
North Stoke (2pm - 6pm)
Open Gardens:
South Stoke

August 29th
December 16th

Christmas Cracker

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the June issue: Monday 23rd May 2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any information
given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter and South
Stoke Parish Council do not accept any responsibility for
the accuracy of such information or the consequences of
relying on it. Any views expressed are those of the
contributor at the time of submission.
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