Agenda – Meeting of South Stoke Parish Council
Monday 18 September 2017 at 7.30pm in South Stoke Village Hall
Members of South Stoke Parish Council are summoned to a Meeting of South Stoke Parish
Council, to be chaired by Councillor McMillan.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Declaration of Interests by Councillors on any items on the Agenda.
3. Public Forum - an opportunity for members of the public to express their point of view
on any item on the agenda. With the Chairman’s permission, a member of the public
may express their point of view on specific items of business. Ten minutes are reserved
for this.
4. Confirmation of the Minutes of the South Stoke Parish Council Meeting held on Monday
21 August 2017.
5. Planning Applications – to discuss and agree Council’s response to the following
planning applications:
5.1. P17/ S0329/HH and P17/S0330/LB Appeals to the Secretary of State. Pond House,
The Street, South Stoke RG8 0JS. New entrance porch, link between house and
adjacent outbuilding, and garden room.
5.2. P17/S3206/O Land at Woodcote Road South Stoke. Residential development (up to
5 dwellings), and associated works, including access.
6. To receive reports from the representative of Oxfordshire County Council and South
Oxfordshire District Council.
(Appendix A)
7. Community Shop & Village Hall Group – to receive an update on activities.
8. Housing Development Project Steering Group (HDPSG) – to receive an update on
activities.
9. Amenities Charity – to receive an update on activities.
10. Finance
10.1.
To approve the payments report and note receipts for August 2017
(Appendix B)
10.2.
To note the reconciled bank account and reserves balances as at 31 August
2017
(Appendix C)
10.3.
To review expenditure against budget as at 13 September 2017
(Appendix D)
10.4.
To consider a grant application by Be Free Young Carers (Appendix E)
11. To consider a funding application by Going Forward Buses CIC and a request for
volunteer drivers
(Appendix F)
12. To consider additional items to be covered by SSPC’s insurance policy
13. To consider future options for The Park

Colin Ratcliff; Clerk

13 September 2017

14. To consider a response to SODC’s Consultation on Revised Section 106 Planning
Obligations
(Appendix G)
15. To consider actions required to locate and store SSPC’s retained documents.
16. To review progress on actions from previous Parish Council meetings and agree any
revision of actions on the action list.
17. To receive items of correspondence and agree actions arising
1. Town and Parish Forum 1 November – attendees.
2. SODC consultation on the Local Plan - attendees for briefing on 11 October.
18. Matters for future discussion
19. To confirm the date and time of the next Meeting: Monday 16 October 2017 at 7.30pm
in South Stoke Village Hall

Colin Ratcliff; Clerk

13 September 2017

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH STOKE PARISH COUNCIL
South Stoke Village Hall 19:00 Monday 21 August 2017
Members Present:
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Members

Roy McMillan (RM)
Bryan Urbick (BU)
Gareth Dean (GD)
Andrew Scrivener (AS)
John Verrill (JV) (From 19:22)

Officers Present:
Clerk

Colin Ratcliff (CR)

Public and Press:

19 members of the public / press

RM informed the meeting that John Howell MP was expected but delayed and that the
usual business would start and then be interrupted on his arrival.
17/593

Apologies for absence
Mick Walsh (MW)

17/594

Declaration of Interests
None

17/595

Public Forum
Joyce Hosker asked about the Hall and Shop project. She had concerns over parking at
the current shop, with the original planning permission allowing five spaces plus one
disabled. There are often over 10 parked and including the section next to her house
which has a door opening straight onto the car park. Often engines are left running which
causes problems for her health. She has had some aggressive responses when asking for
engines to be turned off. She hoped any new car park would be sited away from her
house.
Geoff Ward said the group were mindful of those considerations, they are working with the
Housing Development Group to see if parking can be sited at The Glebe, there is no plan
to change the current parking arrangements at present but maybe it needs review. He said
the Amenities Charity would look at the plans and permissions. Chris Bertrand said as
Steward of the Rec he was happy to come and talk to users.
Paul Jenkins discussed Footpaths (Item 13) supporting SSPC in any designation
applications of rights of way and asked the old swimming pool area be designated as a
common. David Kennedy said the boundaries on the Christ Church maps were not correct
and asked that SSPC co-ordinate responses.
Linda Gatto suggested that the path/driveway from The Little House and Bier Path down
to The Street, should also be included in any consideration of designation.

17/596

To consider a response to OCC Footpaths following a notice about designated
rights of way
Item brought forward.
RM had previously circulated information regarding the maps and suggested paths for
consideration of designation.
Resolved: That SSPC gather evidence with a view to submission on designation of three
paths and the piece of land around the former ‘swimming pool’ area.

17/597

Session with John Howell MP – See appended notes for summary

Signed:
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17/598

Community Shop & Village Hall Group – to receive an update on activities and on
SODC’s response to the Pre-Planning Application.
Item brought forward.
Geoff Ward reported the pre-app had been submitted to SODC and the group met the
Planning Officer on 26 July. A four-page reply had been received. Her view was the
development would have little impact on the environment, there was a demand for the
shop and hall and weight would be afforded to a community benefit. There was some
concern about parking, there would be some impact on local residents but mitigation
including a tree survey would help. Her conclusion was an application would be
acceptable. The next stage being to work towards planning application and employment of
an architect / professional consultants. A budget revision and call off process was
required. He was mindful the group is only three people and is looking to bring more in.
BU said there was currently £8k available but more detail was needed to approve a
budget.
David Mitchell (DM) (Diocese building surveyor) said he would look at some guidance and
speak to RM.

17/599

To consider a proposal to seek advice from SODC and Historic England about the
listed monument, Dovecote at Manor Farm, and if appropriate, point the owners to
potential grant sources for repair.
Item brought forward.
Janet Jones said this was an ancient monument in private hands and asked SSPC to
have a dialogue with the owners as to whether maintenance work would be done, she said
there was water coming off the roof, no guttering and some brickwork was splitting. RM
said he had tried to contact the owners and would continue to do so.
BU said SODC could raise concerns and order work to be done and Historic England may
have grants available. Paul Jenkins was concerned about The Barn and angle of slope.
Resolved: That RM talk to the owners prior to any other action.

17/600

Housing Development Project Steering Group (HDPSG) – to receive an update on
activities and to consider the results of the housing survey
Item brought forward.
RM welcomed David Mitchell, building surveyor and Jeremy Flawn (JF), planning
consultant for the Diocese. RM had previously circulated the housing survey and pre-app
papers prepared for the Diocese.
BU thanked them for their efforts and mentioned concerns expressed on Facebook and
elsewhere about how to steer development towards market affordable housing. DM said
the Diocese was not profit driven and the proposed scheme had an unusual mix of
housing types but that SODC demands may dictate the detail. If successful in obtaining
planning permission the Diocese could put restrictive covenants on the land in terms of
what could be built and to protect for the future.
AS asked if the Diocese had thought of asking SODC for a visibility assessment if the
plans fall outside their affordability policies. JF said if the local need is different to the
District’s then it may be possible. Robust evidence would be needed. GD asked about
what affordability means to local people and AS asked if the Diocese had talked to SOHA
or a similar body. DM stated everything is hypothetical until the pre-app has been
submitted. GD also asked about an acoustic survey, JF said they may get an informal
response from Environmental Health.
RM proposed that SSPC support the Diocese in the making of the pre-app to SODC.
Resolved: That SSPC support the application.

17/601

Minutes of the meetings of 17th and 31st July 2017
Resolved: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.

17/602

Planning Applications:

Signed:
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P17/S2877/FUL – Little Stoke Manor, Little Stoke OX10 6AX
Replacement of old shed with stable block
Resolved: That SSPC considers the application should be approved.
17/603

To receive reports from the representative of Oxfordshire County Council and
South Oxfordshire District Council.
Appendices B and B1 were noted. RM noted the potential for grants from Cllr. Bulmer and
BU proposed applying for funds to cover the Hall and Shop project consultancy work.
Resolved: To apply for a grant to support the shop and hall planning and consultancy
costs.

17/604

Amenities Charity – to receive an update on activities.
RM had attended their last meeting. They have decided they would no longer spend
money on grounds maintenance at White Hill Quarry. Historically SSPC had asked the
Amenities Charity to maintain and to date it has had two strims a year. They believe to
maintain fully it needs four a year with a cost of approx. £1k.
JV suggested leaving it as a wildlife haven. RM suggested that the Charity have formed an
opinion that it does not need management. There is no public right of way through the site.
Others had no strong views.

17/605
Finance
1 To approve the payments report and note receipts for July 2017
Resolved: That the report be approved.
2 To note the reconciled bank account and reserves balances as at 31st July 2017
Resolved: Noted
3 To review expenditure against budget as at 16 August 2017
Resolved: That the following adjustments to the budget be approved following the setup
of the new accounting package:
1. Move £100 from Cllrs expenses to Clerk’s expenses.
2. Additional budget of £300 for office supplies
3. Additional budget of £150 for utilities
17/606

To consider the situation regarding grass cutting and whether to obtain quotes.
BU suggested that to properly control ad-hoc grass cutting requirements we need to
obtain quotes which should include a minimum of £10m public liability to match OCC’s
criteria.
Resolved: That GD review requirements and obtain quotes.

17/607

To consider asking SODC to review whether TPOs might be advisable at land off
Woodcote Road.
RM had circulated information regarding a potential planning application off Woodcote
Road, for which a Tree Survey would be included. He has been told by the owner /
developer that there are no proposals to remove further trees.
Resolved: To ask SODC to review the trees and consider whether any should be subject
to a TPO.

17/608

To review progress on actions
See list below - new comments being in bold.

17/609

To receive items of correspondence and agree actions arising.
CR had received a response from Sharon Crawford to the complaint sent to Acting CEO
Mark Stone, SODC.
AS did not believe the response was accurate and some important issues had not been
answered regarding ridge heights.

Signed:
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Resolved: That AS draft a response to be circulated by email before submission.
17/610

Matters for future discussion
Regarding a revised budget for the village Hall & Shop project it was noted that draft
papers would be needed in advance of a meeting to consider.
RM noted that consideration of The Park and its future potential usage would take place at
the September meeting. To-date the PC had received suggestions for:
• Two garden extensions
• Two hard tennis courts
• An area for school usage for sport and recreation

17/611

Next Meeting – confirmed as Monday 18th September 2017 at 19:30 in South Stoke
Village Hall.
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21:55
Abbreviations:

CEO
OCC
SODC
SOHA
SSPC
TPO

Signed:
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Chief Executive Officer
Oxfordshire County Council
South Oxfordshire District Council
SOHA Housing
South Stoke Parish Council
Tree Protection Order

Dated:

Minute

Item

Action/Progress

The Website

Training to be given to CR in updating the website

Parish Plan
Refresh
(PPR)

Housing Development Project SSHDP
Cllr McMillan
See minute 17/581
See minute 17/600
Network Rail & Electrification Infrastructure
Cllr Urbick

Action
By

Complete/
review
date
August
2017

Status

RM

Unknown

Open

BU

Unknown

Open

MW

September
2017

Open

Complete

The line between Didcot and Reading is now
electrified.
19/6/17 BU stated NWR had been chased regarding
consultation but no reply yet
21/8/17 See Notes re John Howell MP discussion
– no change to process.
Better Road Safety
Cllr Walsh
Summary – SSPC are seeking to improve road
safety through the village in discussion with OCC.
Speed monitoring has been carried out.
22 May 2017 A constructive meeting with Keith
Stenning and Mark Francis from OCC had taken
place and the results of the survey would support
changing the speed limits. There was no support for
20mph in the village except for The Street because
of the Primary School and the frequent walkers
using the Ridgeway National Trail which traverses
this road.
Various ideas had been discussed and would now
be
subject to consultation, the preparation of costs and
quotations plus any financial support from OCC. It
was asked that a report on these matters should be
available ahead of the June PC meeting.
The Police could be involved and Trust Oxfordshire
may help with a grant towards the costs.
19 June 2017 OCC have proposed they will fund a
gate at either end of the village on B4009. To
replace the current 30mph signs with larger ones, to
redo the roundels, tidy all road markings and fit a
pole for a flashing speed sign. They would not agree
to count-down markers before the limit. MW is trying
to obtain costs for a pinch point and stated flashing
speed signs would be ~£7k each. It was agreed to
accept OCC’s offer and review the extras should
funding be identified.

Parish Tree
Management

Signed:
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Questions were posed regarding design of and
potential sponsors for the gates
The number of location of trees on public land to be
identified. RM agreed to continue his work mapping

Dated:

Minute

17/598

17/599

Item

Shop and
Village Hall
Project
Dovecot
Manor Farm

Action/Progress

Action
By

all trees within public areas of the greater part of the
Village.
Shop and Village Hall Project

RM
RM

21/8/17 Pre-App response received. Budget
required for next stage.
Repairs to Dovecot

Grass cutting
Quotes
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Open
Open

Open
RM
September
2017

Ad-Hoc grass cutting
GD
21/8/17 GD to obtain quotes

Signed:

Status

September
2017

21/8/17 RM to speak to owners
17/606

Complete/
review
date
September
2017

December
2017

Dated:

Open

Notes appended to council meeting on 21 August 2017
Visit of John Howell MP
John Howell (JH) had written to town and parish councils suggesting meetings with
councils / residents during the summer recess. SSPC had taken up the offer and
were pleased to welcome JH and his Chief of Staff Angie Paterson to the village.
School
David Kennedy (DK) (on behalf of the school governors) asked two questions:
1. South Stoke has a rural primary school with around 50 pupils. The government’s
white paper of April 2016 made academisation mandatory (even for our little school)
by 2022. Justine Greening’s statement to the commons in October 2016 removed
the mandatory condition but did not change the direction of the government’s
ambition. Small rural schools like South Stoke Primary are not attractive business
acquisitions for established academies and do not have the management strengths
to form a multi-academy trust.
Are small rural schools like ours doomed under the government’s current policy?
2. Recent governments have prioritised schooling in their rhetoric but in real terms
total government expenditure on education has fallen from around 11.6% of GDP in
2010 when David Cameron came to power to around 8.7% of GDP in 2017. At the
same time the government has announced that per pupil funding is planned to drop
further in real terms in the next three years which will jeopardise the financial stability
of our small school.
Does the government have any better plan?
JH said there was no inkling from government that it wants to close small schools.
There have been a number of moves within the constituency from schools thinking
about becoming academies, Kidmore End has just become one. Neither is there any
aim to make schools into businesses, but trying to provide a mechanism to improve
schools by limiting the influence of the County Council. The choice in South Stoke is
purely down to the school as to whether academisation would be useful or not, the
mandatory aspect has now been removed. He wished to correct the impression that
it is to create a ‘business’.
DK said he understood the thrust to improve education but if it were to join an
academy the school itself ceases to exist, it becomes a business; also that the
ODST programme is closed to South Stoke due to numbers.
JH said he was happy to take that up with them; he could look to see what options
exist and what grouping has already taken place within the constituency.

Regarding funding JH said there had been a statement in the commons regarding
the current problem and to look to the future with a new funding formula, he was in
the F40 group supporting those with very poor funding and deprivation. The formula
needed to be fairer and the first attempt was not supportable. He had a meeting with
senior schools heads and the minister and £4,800 pp was the figure that came from
that meeting. It was hoped that it is a fair funding formula adjusted with a guarantee
that no school will lose out in real terms. He would send a copy of her speech.
Bryan Urbick (BU) said that PPF was not fair with the small number of students in
rural schools and that a different calculation for small schools was needed.
JH said Nicky Morgan recently spoke of the need for rural schools to look at their
budget in terms of sustainability and was interested in hearing about ideas. He was
also meeting with South Stoke Primary School in the near future.

Network Rail
BU discussed the electrification programme; Network Rail has apologised and has
made promises of consultation and budget allocation. There has been no
consultation yet, they have gone very quiet and are changing their language to
mitigation and information rather than consultation. Taken together with Mr
Grayling’s statement that they are not doing so much electrification is worrying. How
can we get them back to the table and with bi-mode usage, why not take out the
gantries in this area?
JH said he had met Network Rail and Great Western Railway recently and was told
that electrification on this line will continue, nothing has changed yet and he still
expects the consultation to take place. He agrees the gantries are very noticeable
and is happy to take the issue up again.
BU said he would send some information to JH to show Network Rail are dragging
their heels.
Neighbourhood Plan (NP)
Roy McMillan (RM) said that South Stoke Parish Council had loosely considered
whether to attempt a NP. As a small parish of approx. 500 residents there was
concern, not of financing, but of the resourcing of local people to carry it out. He also
raised questions over the value of a NP given recent problems in Henley even with a
made plan.
JH said that the Henley Standard was completely wrong. The recent appeal was
about SODC’s 3 year land supply which is crucial and JH was instrumental in getting
the guidance changed temporarily from 5 to 3 years if a NP is in place. SODC still
believe they have 3 years supply, the inspector didn’t agree by a shortfall of one
house and therefore gave permission for the development. He said Henley’s loss is

everyone else’s gain. If SODC are right then there is a 3 year supply, if the inspector
is right then there certainly now is with the extra development.
He discussed what a NP should cover; there are at least two models, Thame at a
cost of £120k and Woodcote, funded mainly by grants. He discussed difficulties
encountered in Benson and Chinnor who didn’t initially progress their plans. The
moment they decided not to, they were set upon by developers and now in both
places prodigious developments are taking place. Benson is now working very hard
to produce a NP very quickly and Chinnor’s is soon to go for referendum. A NP does
need some effort to be part of SODC’s policy suite.
RM said with only 500 residents he was concerned it would take an enormous
amount of goodwill. He said under existing plans, small villages such as South Stoke
are infill only but that may of course change and be allocated a percentage increase.
The parish council have had a housing development group working with the Oxford
Diocese regarding a small development in the village. They have a plan, have had
consultations and are ready to submit a pre-app to SODC for advice.
JH said previous allocations are out of the window as there is no 5 year supply and
therefore everywhere without a NP is open to speculative development, he asked
how much do South Stoke want to review and protect the village? There is an
appetite for affordable housing, and if that is what you want there is no reason why
that shouldn’t be included. He made a speech recently on the future of NPs which
included they should have the ability to include affordability.
BU said SODC have 4,000 on their housing list so it is a factor for them JH said to
see where the need is greatest though – in Didcot and Wallingford, not rural villages.
Local communities need to have the power to write their own plans and he is trying
hard to keep standing up for individual communities.
Chris Bertrand said that SODC’s primary aim is to build more housing and NPs are
about where houses should be built but one cannot choose no development.
JH said NPs are not mandatory, but when looked at overall NPs have in fact meant
more numbers have been allocated as the plans have looked closely at what a
village wants and needs. Given the two consultations and recent housing needs
survey part of the work in developing a NP is done.
RM said it is difficult to keep a suitable number as affordable and also available to
locals. JH said he would be holding the Minister to account on the subject and gave
details of how he has spent time supporting local NPs such as Benson, Goring and
Shiplake and is committed to providing help and information.
Gareth Dean (GD) said the suggestion of a larger school in Goring might pull in local
children and threaten South Stoke Primary. JH said it was an issue for the village,
the whole purpose of a NP is to look at local requirements and sort it out locally. The
Goring situation was not as simple as some have suggested. The developer is only

prepared to build a school if development takes place on land the NP does not
believe is suitable and the numbers at Goring school does not mean they are turning
people away, they are short of pupils.
Janet Jones said Oxfordshire is the most expensive place to live and public sector
workers will not be able to live here, are there any plans?
JH said that Oxford City Council is now reluctantly putting together a local plan to
address that issue. They have developed huge areas of land solely for business with
no thought of where workers will live. The City Council have said other districts can
take more but that is shipping the problem out of Oxford. He said that is an appalling
way of doing it. Knowing a lot of work goes into developing a plan, he has argued the
answer is reducing the scope of District Plans and Government is listening. He is
encouraging Oxford City to get on with it.
CB asked about the availability of assisted mortgages, JH said there is such support
including the new savings arrangement to assist in getting a mortgage.
Paul Jenkins (PJ) asked questions about MPs pay and the first past the post election
system.
Replies not recorded as being relevant to the aim of the meeting.

C. Ratcliff
Clerk to South Stoke Parish Council

APPENDIX A

REPORT TO GORING DIVISION PARISH COUNCILS SEPTEMBER 2017
FROM CLLR KEVIN BULMER
GENERAL OCC REPORT
KEY PROJECTS AROUND GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE REACH CRITICAL POINTS
Key projects informing how Oxfordshire grows and develops in the coming years will reach
critical points in September. They are:
The Oxfordshire Infrastructure Strategy - led by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) on behalf
of the Oxfordshire Growth Board, the strategy will be considered for board approval on 26
September by Oxfordshire’s six councils, who collectively deliver projects from the
government’s City and Growth Deals. Public consultation on the strategy’s prioritisation
framework concludes on 3 September.
Housing Infrastructure Fund - bids totalling up to £500m will be made by OCC, with the
support of the Growth Board, to the government’s HIF by 28 September.
Oxfordshire Growth Board will decide on the business case for a spatial plan for Oxfordshire.
Place Based Proposal – negotiations are underway with government to agree a package for
Oxfordshire that will help unlock housing and increase productivity through a number of
freedoms and flexibilities. The initial proposal is due to be with DCLG by 6 September and an
MP briefing session will be arranged to provide an overview of the proposal.
The National Infrastructure Commission establishes governance in the region around major
infrastructure projects and connectivity through the `first and last mile` principle.
CONGRATULATIONS AND SUPPORT FOR YOUNGSTERS AFTER EXAMS
Congratulations to all students who achieved their objectives after receiving GCSE, AS and ALevel exam results last month. For those who got their desired grades, and those who would
like support, OCC is giving advice for 16 to 19-year-olds about staying in learning, finding a job
or starting an apprenticeship. Throughout the results period and beyond, staff will be available
via the web chat service on the Oxme website to talk to young people and parents about the
wide range of learning and employment opportunities available in Oxfordshire, and to help with
applications. Information can be accessed via a dedicated page on the Oxme website
www.oxme.info/resultsday
CHANGES TO DAYTIME SUPPORT
As demand for social care grows, OCC needs to make sure there is a secure core service in
place for the future. To achieve this OCC is introducing a new daytime service. This follows a
review of adult daytime support and a public consultation. From 1 October OCC's Health and
Wellbeing and Learning Disability Daytime Support Services will be replaced by a new
Community Support Service. This will be delivered from eight centres: Abingdon, Banbury,
Bicester, Didcot, Oxford, Wallingford, Wantage and Witney. Everyone with eligible care needs
for daytime support is guaranteed to receive a service and can choose to receive this from
OCC. Most day services in Oxfordshire are provided by community groups - three-quarters of
these receive no council funding and continue to flourish. The vast majority of the 47 voluntary
sector day services that have received funding from OCC have been awarded transitional
grants. Further grants will be available in the future. Many people who use daytime services
have multiple needs and the Community Support Service buildings will be used by all service
user groups with staff providing personalised support to meet individual needs. By introducing
these changes OCC is making sure that the services are in place for the people that need them
most. Further information is available at
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2017/mar/changes-daytime-support
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HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING CENTRE UPDATE
As detailed in the July Parish Report, OCC has signed a new Household Waste Recycling
Centre (HWRC) contract that secures all seven sites in the medium term, with no change to the
sites opening hours or days. Banners and leaflets are now on site at all seven HWRCs,
informing local residents that there will be a change in non-household waste charges from the
1st October. The existing DIY 1,2,3 for free scheme is being replaced by a small fixed fee per
item of £1.50 for non-household waste. Tyres and plasterboard will also be charged for at an
affordable rate. OCC is not obliged to provide residents with a disposal site for non-household
waste. However, in the HWRC public consultation carried out in summer 2016, 91% of
responses indicated that residents would prefer to pay to deposit non-household waste as a
way of saving money and protecting other council services. Soil, rubble, hard-core, plasterboard
(gypsum) other DIY type items are classified as construction waste, not household waste, and
are expensive for OCC to dispose of. OCC recognises that many householders carry out small
DIY projects from time to time, and by applying a small charge this allows HWRCs to continue
accepting these discretionary types of non-household waste. Non-household or DIY items, as a
general rule are materials created from the construction, demolition, alteration or repair of a
home or garden. Residents can still dispose of all their household waste free of charge at any of
the county’s HWRCs. Also new in October 2017 will be a bin for recycling hard plastics. After a
successful trial at Dix and Alkerton HWRCs, items such as plastic garden furniture and
children’s toys will be collected and recycled from all sites. PCs may want to remind residents
that all HWRCs are open until 8pm on Thursdays until 1 October 2017. More information about
the changes is available online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste and
http://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/new-household-waste-recycling-centre-contract-for-oxfordshireannounced/
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE HOME CARE AGENCY RATED “OUTSTANDING”
A home care provider in Oxfordshire has been rated as “Outstanding” by the Care Quality
Commission (CQC), confirming that the county is ahead of national averages. George Springall
Homecare is a domiciliary care (home care) agency providing support and care to people in
their own homes in the South Oxfordshire area - currently with clients in Wallingford, Botley,
Steventon, Shippon, Standlake, Abingdon and Berinsfield. Following an inspection earlier this
year it has been given the CQC’s top rating of “Outstanding” – which is rarely awarded. The
other possible ratings following an inspection are “Good”, “requires improvement” or
“inadequate”. The award means that Oxfordshire is now better than the national average for
“Outstanding” domiciliary care agencies with three per cent given the top rating locally
compared to two per cent nationally. A total of 86 per cent of local agencies are rated “good”
compared to 82 per cent nationally.
£6.2M GOVERNMENT FUNDING TO `HELP UNLOCK 15,000 NEW HOMES` IN DIDCOT
Housing and Planning Minister Alok Sharma has announced that Oxfordshire is set to benefit
from thousands of new homes and improvements to local transport networks thanks to a £6.2
million government cash injection awarded to South Oxfordshire District Council. This will
accelerate delivery of Didcot’s Northern Perimeter Road, a vital piece of local infrastructure and
key to the success of Didcot Garden Town, where over 15,000 homes are expected to be built
by 2031. The infrastructure investment promises to boost economic growth across the Science
Vale and enterprise zone, increasing employment by 20,000 over the next 20 years. Didcot
Garden Town’s delivery plan sets out a vision for the development of high quality housing and
the transformation of the local area. Good design is at the heart of the plan, prioritising high
quality public and green spaces. In keeping with its location at the heart of Oxfordshire’s
Science Vale, cutting-edge technology will underpin and enable development. A mix of
affordable and private rented homes will be supported not only by new roads but by a host of
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other new facilities, including new cycle paths, a leisure centre, new schools, shops and more
green spaces. Guided by residents, this development promises to rejuvenate the area while
retaining the unique character of Didcot town.
OXFORD TRANSPORT STRATEGY: DEMAND MANAGEMENT OPTIONS CONTINUE
As part of the Oxford Transport Strategy (OTS), work continues around the potential
introduction of demand management measures, including consideration of a workplace parking
levy, congestion charging and access restrictions in Oxford. The strategy also includes
ambitious proposals for rapid transit, mass cycling and a much stronger emphasis on place and
better air quality across the city. September sees the next stage of a programme of work
including research with businesses in Oxford and residents across the county, using focus
groups and individual interviews, to gather attitudes and views on transport, congestion, and
demand management options. Sample representatives from major employers, small and
medium enterprises and sole traders will be contacted to better understand their expectations,
needs and priorities for transport improvements. Workplace parking surveys will also be carried
out to understand the availability and occupancy of car parking in the city. Over 1,500
employers will be contacted in writing to request permission to carry out a survey on their land.
Wider consultation on demand management options will be vital to help shape proposals and
this is expected to take place between next February and April.
NIC CYCLING ADVISER VISITS OXFORD
The Sunday Times journalist Andrew Gilligan was in Oxford on 7 and 8 August in his newly
appointed role of cycling adviser to the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC). Mr Gilligan
has been asked to write a report, by 11 September, on cycling across Oxford, Milton Keynes,
Cambridge and the Growth Corridor and how to make it “world class”. The former London
Cycling Commissioner was appointed to the role in July by NIC Chairman, Lord Andrew Adonis.
During his visit, co-ordinated by OCC and involving Oxford City Council, the University of
Oxford, local cycling charity Cyclox, the Oxfordshire Cycling Network and OxLEP, Mr Gilligan
was able to gather information and views on current and future provision for cyclists in the city.
He had meetings with the Leader, Councillor Ian Hudspeth; the Cabinet Member for
Environment, Councillor Yvonne Constance, and Bev Hindle, Strategic Director for
Communities, along with several of his directorate colleagues. Discussions covered the Local
Transport Plan, recent infrastructure achievements, plans for the future including provision for
cycle commuters (who account for 19% of all commuter journeys in the city), how to get more
people into cycling and cycling’s health benefits.
SPECIFIC REPORT FOR
CONTACT DETAILS
Address:Councillor Kevin Bulmer, County Hall, New Road, Oxford OX1 1ND
Email/Tel:kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 07803005680
Twitter:Kevin Bulmer @bulmer_kevin
https://www.facebook.com/CllrKevinBulmer/#
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APPENDIX B
South Stoke Parish Council
Payments and Receipts August 2017
Payments
Payee
Ashburton Ltd
C Ratcliff
C Ratcliff
C Ratcliff
Goring Press
HMRC
HMRC
Rialtas Business Solutions
SODC
SwiftClik
Ashburton Ltd
Ashburton Ltd

Description
Grass cutting etc May
Salary
Salary
Expenses (Inc Laptop & Printer)
Newsletter Printing
Tax & NI
Tax & NI
Accounts software & setup
Dog bin emptying
Envelopes
Grass cutting etc July
Grass cutting etc June

4350
4000
4000
var
4080
4000
4000
4405
4310
4010
4350
4350

Total
Receipts
From
C Ratcliff
NFU
Wheelers (Oatpoint) Ltd
Sue Allen
HMRC
Beaconsfield Carpets
Andresa Aesthetics
TSB

Total

Amount
£576.00
£240.00
£240.00
£568.24
£185.00
£60.00
£60.00
£199.20
£12.56
£2.86
£204.00
£240.00

Date
04/08/2017
04/08/2017
31/08/2017
03/08/2017
04/08/2017
04/08/2017
31/08/2017
04/08/2017
22/08/2017
04/08/2017
09/08/2017
09/08/2017

Ref
BACS 3/17
BACS 7/17
BACS 11/17
BACS 2/17
BACS 1/17
BACS 8/17
BACS 12/17
BACS 6/17
BACS 10/17
BACS 9/17
BACS 5/17
BACS 4/17

Date
08/08/2017
15/08/2017
15/08/2017
15/08/2017
29/08/2017
21/08/2017
21/08/2017
09/08/2017

Ref
DC
Inv 015
Inv 013
Inv 016
DC
Inv 017
Inv 018
DC

£2,587.86

Description
Repayment expenses error May
Newsletter advert
Newsletter advert
Park grazing
VAT repayment
Newsletter advert
Newsletter advert
Bank Interest

4010
1000
1000
1005
115
1000
1000
1090

Amount
£4.44
£200.00
£30.00
£40.00
£987.76
£50.00
£50.00
£0.17

£1,362.37

APPENDIX C

South Stoke Parish Council
Monthly Report Bank Account and Reserves Balances
As at:

31 August 2017

Reconciled Bank Account Balances
Current TSB
TSB Deposit
Unpresented Payments
Unpresented Receipts
VAT Control Account
Total

£6,007.79
£20,251.84
£0.00
£0.00
£445.38
£26,705.01

Earmarked Reserves (Capital and Contingency)
Operating Reserve Account
R
Village Hall
C

£10,251.67
£10,000.00

Total Revenue Reserves
Total Capital Reserves

£20,251.67
£0.00

Total Reserves

£20,251.67

General Funds Available

Colin Ratcliff
Clerk

£6,453.34

13/09/2017

South Stoke
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Detailed Receipts & Payments by Account 13/09/2017
Account Code Report

Actual Year
to Date

Current
Annual Bud

Budget
Variance

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

% Spent

Receipts Detail
1,140

0

(1,140)

0.0%

1000 Newsletter Advertising

940

2,400

1,460

39.2%

1005 The Park

173

240

67

71.9%

1020 Contribution, Donation & Grant

335

0

(335)

0.0%

20,503

20,503

0

100.0%

1

2

1

38.5%

23,091

23,145

54

99.8%

597

0

(597)

(597)

0.0%

1,428

3,177

1,749

1,749

44.9%

3

100

97

97

2.9%

85

300

215

215

28.2%

4050 Clerk's Training

0

100

100

100

0.0%

4055 Councillor's Allowance & Exp

0

100

100

100

0.0%

4060 Councillor Training

0

200

200

200

0.0%

180

350

170

170

51.4%

4070 Insurance

0

1,188

1,188

1,188

0.0%

4075 Web Hosting Costs áé

0

75

75

75

0.0%

631

1,000

369

369

63.1%

1,795

3,000

1,205

1,205

59.8%

0

350

350

350

0.0%

22

150

128

128

14.7%

146

273

127

127

53.4%

10

10

0

0

100.0%

4260 Slipway Licence

0

75

75

75

0.0%

4265 Village Hall Use

0

350

350

350

0.0%

4270 Bank Charges

8

15

8

8

50.0%

252

600

348

348

42.0%

4305 General Repairs

0

750

750

750

0.0%

4310 Dog Waste Bins

21

50

29

29

41.9%

0

100

100

100

0.0%

2,750

5,000

2,250

2,250

55.0%

0

700

700

700

0.0%

4355 Section 137

300

525

225

225

57.1%

4405 Shop / Hall project

183

1,500

1,317

1,317

12.2%

4406 Other Projects

690

3,000

2,310

2,310

23.0%

0

2,000

2,000

2,000

0.0%

9,100

25,038

15,938

15,938

36.3%

115 VAT on Receipts

1076 Precept
1090 Bank Interest

Total Receipts
Payments Detail
515 VAT on Payments
4000 Clerk Salary
4005 Clerk Allowance & Expenses
4010 Office supplies

4065 Audit Costs

4076 IT and software
4080 Printing Inc newsletter
4085 Legal Fees
4100 Utilities
4250 Membership
4255 Bus Shelter Land Rental

4300 General clearing & grass cuts

4315 Salt Bins
4350 Amenity Charity Grants
4352 Churchyard / PCC

4410 Village Hall Maintenance

Total Overhead

0

Continued over page
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Detailed Receipts & Payments by Account 13/09/2017
Account Code Report

Actual Year
to Date

Current
Annual Bud

Budget
Variance

Total Receipts

23,091

23,145

54

Total Payments

9,100

25,038

15,938

Net Receipts over Payments

13,991

(1,893)

(15,884)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

13,991

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

% Spent

99.8%
0

15,938

36.3%

Mr C Ratcliff
Clerk to South Stoke Parish Council
Thrift Cottage
High Street
Goring
Reading
RG8 9AX
24 August 2017

Dear Mr Ratcliff

Request for Grant Aid
I would be very grateful if South Stoke Parish Council would consider making a donation to
support our work with young carers. Enclosed is a copy of our latest accounts and young carers
leaflet for your information.
Be Free Young Carers (formerly South and Vale Young Carers) is a local Oxfordshire charity,
based in Didcot, that works with young carers aged 8 to 25 across the South Oxfordshire and
Vale area. We have been supporting young carers for over 20 years with emotional and practical
advice they need to manage the stresses and responsibilities of being a young carer, balancing
their caring role with school and with the developmental needs of a child.
Our support work offers one to one emotional help with each young carer, fun trips and activities,
skills training and liaison with the family. Our independence as a charity is a real advantage in
gaining the confidence of young carers to talk openly about the issues effecting them. Be Free
Young Carers is the only specialist charity in Oxfordshire supporting young carers.
Our free trips, activities and training help sustain young carers in their caring roles; they give
young carers time for themselves, time to socialise, relax, make friends and have some fun in a
safe environment away from their caring role. The trips and activities are very popular; we
arrange over 22 trips a year with 25 - 30 young carers on each trip.
Many of the trips are local but on occasion we travel further afield, for example to Harry Potter
World, Cotswold Wildlife Park, Cadbury’s World and Thorpe Park. Annually in August we arrange
a hugely popular day trip to Bournemouth for young carers with their families; for some this is
their annual ‘holiday’.
Our first aid and cookery training events improve the skills of young carers in their daily routines,
increasing their confidence and ability to cope.
2016/17 saw a significant 30% increase in the number of young carers we are supporting. Be
Free Young Carers now supports 420 young carers. Currently we are supporting 1 young carer
from South Stoke registered with Be Free YC, who has gone on 4 trips since April 2016. In the
South Oxfordshire and Vale area it is estimated there are 3,000 young carers, on average, 2 in
every classroom. Respite, relaxation and social interaction are vital for young carers to improve
their self-esteem and confidence. Many young carers find caring for a family member very
stressful and often experience:



Great feelings of responsibility
Worries about their parent’s health and future wellbeing











Pressure to bring income into the family
Guilt at wanting time for themselves
Physical tiredness, due to lifting or helping their relative or doing lots of housework
Needing to feed and care for siblings/other family members
Regularly giving medication or helping with personal care, such as washing and dressing
Communicating with services or authorities on behalf of their parent
Coping with a parent’s changes in mood, unpredictability or difficulties in parenting
Having limited or no time for school work or relaxation
Feelings of embarrassment or shame at having a relative with problems

Young carers often describe their lives as isolated, alone, with few or no friends. They are more
likely to be bullied at school, more likely to suffer from depression, are at risk of self-harming, and
are vulnerable to substance abuse, grooming and sexual exploitation. Many fail to achieve
academically, struggling to balance school work and their caring responsibilities.
The quality and impact of our service is monitored through our client feedback questionnaire. This
evaluation indicates the significant positive impact the service has on the lives of young carers.
Here are some examples of what young carers and their families have said about our respite and
training:
 ‘I think trips are helpful because you get some time away from family. My sister has
Asperger's syndrome and autism. I would be happy to do any activity … bowling, or just going
to the park’
 ‘It made me more aware of what other people do and what I do’
 ‘I felt like I was away from a lot of stress’
 ‘I now know what to do when my Dad falls over’
 ‘what your charity does for our son helps to relieve pressure across the whole family’
Be Free Young Carers is entirely reliant on our own fundraising efforts and donations to continue
supporting young carers, we receive no statutory funding. Our service costs £160,000 per year.
We are very grateful and proud of the continuing financial support of Parishes and Towns in the
area; local contributions say so much about how our services are valued locally and gives other
funders confidence to support our work.
Please contact me if you would like any further information about the services we provide.
Thank you very much for your consideration.
Yours sincerely,

John Tabor
Director

Enc.

Be Free Young Carers l Harwell Innovation Centre, Curie Avenue, Didcot, OX11 0QG l 01235 838 554
Registered Charity Number 1042708, Company Registration Number 2989722

APPENDIX F
By Email:
27/8/2017
Dear all,
I understand that Thames Travel is withdrawing the Sunday service on the Cholsey-Wallingford (136)
and Wallingford-RAF Benson-Henley (139B) routes after 3rd September.
Going Forward Buses CIC (Community Interest Company) is investigating the possibility of running a
not for profit Sunday service along the route, with an extension from Goring via South Stoke to
provide a Sunday service between Goring and Wallingford too.
The service would have interchanges with train services at Goring & Streatley, Cholsey and Henleyon-Thames railway stations, and with bus services at Wallingford Market Place, Benson and
Henley. It would be operated by one driver with one bus, and the timings include the requisite driver
breaks.
If you think there might be any chance of some sort of funding, or if you know of any volunteer drivers
who might be interested so that the costs of running the service could be kept to a minimum. As there
is no direct subsidy available from the County Council, the service would be entirely dependent on
getting enough income from fares and reimbursement of Concessionary Pass holder journeys (they
travel for free but the County Council does reimburse us for this on an 'average fare' per journey
basis). Any additional sources of funding would obviously help to make sure the service is viable and
can continue running.
Please feel free to pass this on to anyone else who you think should also be aware of the proposal.
Kind regards,
Mike Ward
Director Goring Forward Buses CIC

Colin Ratcliff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

planning=southoxon.gov.uk@ms4.ssmx.net on behalf of
planning@southoxon.gov.uk
30 August 2017 09:16
Mr Ratcliff
Consultation on Revised Section 106 Planning Obligations

Dear Mr Ratcliff,

Consultation on the Revised Draft Section 106 Planning Obligations, Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD) and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Regulation 123 list
We are today publishing the above documents and inviting comments for a six week period until 5pm on
Wednesday 11 October 2017.
The documents are interim updates and will be further reviewed in line with the new Local Plan and revised
Infrastructure Delivery Plan. They have been produced to ensure we capture contributions from development to
secure infrastructure in the transition period until the new Local Plan is adopted. It is anticipated that a revised
CIL Charging Schedule will be adopted after autumn 2018.
To assist the consultation process, the key proposed changes have been highlighted in red in the documents.
The viability of large planning applications will be considered on a case by case basis taking into consideration
the provision of affordable housing and the full CIL charge. CIL money does not need to be used for providing
infrastructure on the site it is collected from. The proposed changes to the S106 SPD and Regulation 123 list will
ensure that infrastructure necessary to be provided on site for large developments is going to be secured
through S106 (subject to CIL Regulations).

Consultation process
Comments are invited on the revisions to the Section 106 SPD and Regulation 123 list. Full details of the
consultation are available on the council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk/S106
The consultation target audience includes statutory bodies, agents, developers and general consultation
bodies. All organisations registered on our database will today receive an email or letter with details of the
consultation. If you are registered on our planning policy consultation database then you will receive an email
inviting you to take part in the consultation.
A press notice will be published this week in the Herald Series (Wallingford and Didcot), Oxford Times and
Henley Standard.
Copies of the document and comment forms are available at our office and all libraries in South Oxfordshire (list
below). Our website will also feature the consultation along with an update in our September Planning Matters
newsletter.

How to comment
Interested bodies are encouraged to respond using our online
survey http://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/RevisedS106/?m=255579063g86c Please note this link is uniquely
tied to your email address.
The survey webpage is : http://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/RevisedS106/
Responses can also be made by:
•
•

email to: planning@southoxon.gov.uk
post to: Planning Policy, South Oxfordshire District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Abingdon,
OX14 4SB
1

•

printed survey available from our council office and participating libraries.

After the close of the consultation period we will consider the responses received, make any appropriate
adjustments, and then formally adopt the revised S106 SPD and Regulation 123 list.
If you have any questions please contact the lead officer Heike Wetzstein by email
planning@southoxon.gov.uk or call our Customer Service Team on 01235 422600.
Thank you in advance for your support with this consultation.
Kind regards
Adrian Duffield
Head of Planning
Participating local libraries
Benson
Berinsfield
Chinnor
Didcot
Goring
Henley
Sonning Common
Thame
Wallingford
Watlington
Wheatley
Woodcote
If you do not wish to receive further emails from us, please click the link below, and you will be automatically removed from our
mailing list.
http://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/RevisedS106/?m=255579063g86c&optout=1
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