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Christmas:
Then & Now
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South Stoke Angling

The festivities for this current year have started in South
Stoke with the Christmas Fair and the will-be religious
services during December. The school will no doubt
produce something as well. But they will they match
the celebrations of 1897?
In 1897 the celebrations started on December 16th in
the Village Hall when Mr. and Mrs. Brock gave a special
tea for the children attending the Sunday School. Afterwards a number of useful presents, garments and toys
were given to each child.
Though perhaps different in the specifics, one can’t help
but see that there is a lot that connects us to those 119
years ago in South Stoke. Several of our villagers have
family connections to that past Christmas. But whether
we are genetically linked or not, we share a common
bond: a community that celebrates. Together.

South Stoke Angling held its annual Perch & Pike cup
match on Sunday 13th November and lived up to its name
with Bryan Butler catching a Pike and Darren Shears
catching a Perch. Afterwards, a presentation and a superb tray of bacon sandwiches was laid on by Simon at
the pub - so thanks to him. It is much appreciated.
Eight fishermen took part and all match entry was donated
to the Thames Valley Air Ambulance along with a couple
of online donations (not as much as we hoped for such a
valuable and life saving organisation) but we thank all that
donated and put money into the collection tub in the pub.
We will keep the collection tub a bit longer in the pub if
anyone wishes to donate before we have a final total.
South Stoke Angling wishes all of you a very Merry Christmas.
Paul Stevens
pauljstevens@btinternet.com

Whether Christian, Jew, Muslim, something else or no
religious belief at all, we share the value of community
and togetherness. Whether we voted for Brexit or not.
Whether we appreciate or deplore a Trump presidency.
It is in this shared value of community that peace resides, and in this, hope.
I wish everyone - South Stokers and families, and those
who are connected to us no matter where they are - a
peace-filled, happy Christmas with much joy continuing
into the New Year. I hope to see you at Christmas
Cracker or the Carol Service at the Church, when outand-about or when on our frequent walks with our dogs.
Bryan Urbick (with thanks to David Beasley for the
historical South Stoke perspective), Editor

Some Articles In This Month’s Issue...
Rail Electrification: Update
Apply On-Line: School Places
South Stoke Road Safety: Speed
South Stoke Shop News
South Stoke December Night Sky
Village Christmas Card Form
Support Our Advertisers
Dates For Your Diary
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Page 2
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7
Page 11
Pages 11 - 19
Page 20
December 2016

1

REMINDER: South Stoke
Community Christmas Card 2016
For those new to the village, in previous years we have
raised funds for the defibrillator and village hall heating
by creating a village Christmas card. Last year’s card
was a painting of St Andrew’s Church by Sarah Phipps
and the inside was filled with messages from households in the village.
This year we will be once again be raising funds for the
village by creating a Christmas card from villagers to
villagers. Each household in the village will receive a
copy of the village Christmas card. Everyone who
wishes to participate writes a message on a label for a
suggested donation of £5 (or more if you wish). The
messages are then collated and used to create pages
within the village Christmas card. (See page 11 in this
newsletter for submission form.)
We are still looking for keen photographers who may
have a suitable image of Winter/Christmas in South
Stoke to use for the front of the card or any budding
artists who would be willing for us to use their work. If
you think you might be able to help please get in touch.
For the last two years the printing costs have very generously been met by South Stoke Consulting Ltd which
has meant that all money raised can go directly to the
village. If there any local businesses who would be
happy to support the Christmas card please do get in
touch.
Clare Wortley
Cavendish Cottage
clarewortley@mac.com

From The Amenities Charity
Just a few things this month.
1) Many thanks to all the quiet volunteers we have
helping us. Mark is out helping us on the Rec as I
write. Thank you Mark.
We must also thank our volunteer fund raisers and remind you that Nigel and Selina are putting on a great
evening on December 2nd - The Sound of Music film,
fun 'turns' and great food. If you fancy a fun night out
they may still be able to squeeze in a couple of people.
We are considering an auction of promises in the new
year. More on this later.
2) Gazebos. Upon attempting to get the village gazebos from the Hall for the shop Christmas Fair, we found
them missing. PLEASE if you have them, can you return them!
3) Black stage drapes. Phil Wortley has been able to
get us a brilliant deal on new drapes. We hope to have
them up for Christmas. They will be on wires so can be
there or easily removed, as activities demand.
4) Peeling paint. You will have noticed peeling paint
on the hall doors and rotten toilet floors. This is in hand
and will be remedied when there is an appropriate opportunity.
5) Christmas Cracker. We do hope lots of you will
come along to start the Christmas fun with Carol Singing, turns from various talented villagers - including
jokes! There will also be a bar. Please bring along
mince pies and other Christmas goodies. Starts
7.30pm on Friday 16th. The doors and bar open at
7.00pm. This is a free entry event so no tickets. There
will be a collection for a Christmas charity.

The 134 Bus Service - To Be Continued

Finally everyone in the Amenities Charity wish you all a
very Happoy Christmas and new year.

To the South Stoke users of the 134 bus service, and to
those intending to be users...

Jacqui Bertrand
Chair, Amenities Charity
jacquisouthstoke@gmail.com

Many have been concerned about its continuation when
Messrs Go Ride CIC finally goes out of business after
the last timetable run on Saturday 28th January. Please
be assured that Mike Ward is well on track to have his
new 134 operating company up and running the same
timetable as from Monday 30th January.
The new company he currently is setting-up - Going
Forward Buses CIC – will take over the existing blue Go
Ride mini-bus. The service’s existing much-loved main
driver - Terry - will form the backbone of the initial operation.
Please do use the service as much as possible between now and 28th Jan, as Mike will need to reimburse Go Ride for any operational losses in the December & January months! Also please note that during Christmas week the 134 route will only be operational on Wednesday 28th & Thursday 29th December,
as Terry is on leave on both the 30th & 31st.
We are grateful that Mike has decided to take on this
important service, and look forward to its future success.
Cllr Roy McMillan
Chairman, South Stoke Parish Council
07770592667
roy@rmcmillan.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Rail Electrification: Update
Network Rail has confirmed that the Public Consultation
regarding the Great Western Mainline Electrification
issues will commence in January 2017 with drop-in
meetings at various localities throughout the Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty that have or will be affected
by the work. Network Rail has stated that the process
will be in two parts, with a second drop-in meeting,
which will incorporate feedback from the first, scheduled for March/April 2017.
They have proposed a number of venues in the parishes affected, including Pangbourne, Basildon, Goring
and Streatley, South Stoke, Cholsey and Moulsford.
They will be contacting Parish Councils and Village
Halls directly to arrange venues and dates. Please look
forward to the official notifications so that you can plan
to attend and make your views known. As with the previous consultation, representatives of Network Rail will
be in attendance to answer questions and get feedback
from the public.
Ian Haslam
irhaslam@gmail.com
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Please book soon to avoid disappointment, we have already sold many tickets. If you book in
multiples of four tickets you will be able to sit with your friends. The live shows will be amazing!!
South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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People, Places… & Reflections

South Stoke WI

The PMU in France is a rough equivalent of a betting
shop, often at one end of a café/bar. I’m sitting in one in
a Breton coastal village as I write this. People are eating
and drinking at various tables. Usual sort of thing. Opposite us is a rotund chap with waist spilling over his trousers reading the shop’s copy of some sort of Racing
Times. It has a bamboo cane spine holder so must be
one off the rack.

We met in the Village Hall on Tuesday 8th November,
and after the usual business we were pleased to
welcome our speaker Dr Christina Hill Williams and one
visitor.

A fluffy dog is under the table on a short lead. He grasps
with huge hand not a pint glass of beer but small glass
of rose wine from which he appreciatively sips. Strange
to me, but normal to him.
This is what interests me as we travel around: people
and places. We all have two arms and two legs; we all
need to eat and drink; we all need to get rid of bodily
waste - but we respond to these common needs and
situations in different ways. Climate and geology and
thence topography in a particular place influence tradition, shared values and ways of working.
Recently I was in Northern Cyprus and on visiting the
ruins of the ancient city of Salamis we were shown the
elaborate latrines (a similar Roman site in Tunisia, rarely
visited, has a six seater in one room with a separate ornate ‘master’ cubicle).
I move on a few centuries to Buffavento, one of the three
Crusader castles in Northern Cyprus, the most remote
and inaccessible of the three. A huge sloping chute set
in the stone walls allowed the waste to fall down the
mountain side. I notice someone has used it for that purpose a bit more recently, possibly oblivious to the irony.
Another answer to the same need.
Down below on the coast, public toilets off a car park in
Famagusta eschew the Mars and Venus symbols for the
obvious two entrance doors. Instead there is a graphic
sketch of a man and woman in various poses illustrating
what is expected. Sorry readers my photos of these
common phenomena are lost in the ether somewhere.
Strange, huge advances in technological achievement
but some human functions stay the same over millennia.
It’s only the shape and form of the delivery that changes.

The Reflective Traveller

Dr Hill Williams was the
High Sheriff of Berkshire in
2010, and she gave a very
interesting and Informative
talk on The History of
Shrievalty & Work of High
Sheriff.
Doreen Druce and Suzanne
Small celebrated their birthdays this month and Sine
Shaw and Margaret Boorne produced a spectacular WI
tea.
Our Christmas meeting will be December 13th in the
Village Hall.
Rita Mann

Defib Training
Many thanks to Cliff Coombes for running the free
training sessions in the Village Hall and more recently in
the Perch & Pike. Thanks, too, for the free nibbles from
Simon and the crew. It was a shame that more people
did not take advantage of the opportunity to learn from
Cliff’s expertise.
I think the crucial bits are:




Many places now have defibrillators. Ours is available
for anyone to use and is not locked for ease of access.
Please make sure you know where it is AND that you
personally have the confidence to use it. No more free
training is available so it’s down to each of you to
ensure that if it was necessary, you could save a life.
Chris Bertrand

South Stoke 200 Club

Apply On-Line

For Primary & Secondary School Places
Applications for children due to start primary or secondary
school in September 2017 can now be made online at
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/schools.
Families with children born between 1 September 2012
and 31 August 2013 are urged to visit the primary school
admissions pages to find out how to apply for places for
next year. Applications for primary or junior schools also
need to be made for children currently attending an infant
school who were born between 1 September 2009 and 31
August 2010. Families with children due to move up to
secondary school next September should visit the
secondary school admissions pages. Oxfordshire County
Council still accepts postal applications but recommends
families apply online where possible. This helps speed up
the applications process and means families receive an
automatic response confirming their application has been
received.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Not to be afraid- the defibrillator is designed for
people who have no idea what to do
Call for help- you can’t do it on your own
Start CPR or get someone else to start doing it
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

The November draw took place in the Perch & Pike on
Monday the 21st. The lucky winners this month were:
1st Prize (£77) – Kirstin Lancaster
2nd Prize (£52) – Kim Koniotes
3rd Prize (£26) – Janet Poland
The December draw will take place on Friday 16th
December at the village Christmas Cracker.
Our prize pot has grown, with prizes totalling over
£150. We are seeking new participants, so hope it will
grow even more. To find out more about the South
Stoke 200 Club, please contact Mark Taylor (phone
872670 / 07985922031, email:
lavath.taylors@btinternet.com).
It is very easy to join, and does a great deal to support
the upkeep of the Village Hall and the Recreation
Ground.
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South Stoke Local History Society
The South Stoke Local History Society met and formed
a committee in order to find out how we should move
forward. We already have made use of Goring Gap Local History Society by 7 of our members plus a further 7
more joint members going to the talk on Wallingford
Castle. We also have a planned visit to a sixteenth century dovecote in Streatley which will include tea and
cake. Donations are to go to Withymead Nature Reserve. So, when you get your new diaries, put down the
date Sunday 12th February 2-3.45pm. All are welcome,
non- members too. Just let me know if you
would like to go. We hope to arrange a similar visit to
our own village dovecote for purposes of
Comparison.
Martin Bullock has kindly agreed to do a film show for
us on Friday 7th April in the Village Hall. More details
later.
The next meeting of the Society will be in the Village
Hall on Friday 27th January at 7.30pm. Those
who couldn't make an afternoon meeting now have the

opportunity to come along and let us know how you
would like the society to develop. All are welcome.
We're still on the lookout for information regarding the
village and its amenities. You probably don't
think you have anything, but at some stage we would
like to do research into all the properties in the
village. That means if you have photos of your house
and then have done alterations and taken photos
of the new development, then we could record that information. You may think nobody would be
interested in that, but in 50 years’ time researchers
would love to know how buildings have altered and
why this has happened.
Linda Gatto
874308 or l.gatto@btinternet.com
PS. If you want a stocking filler for friends, family or new
neighbours this Christmas why not get them a South
Stoke Trades and Traders booklet? At £4 it's a snip.
Just let me know, I'll even deliver.

South Stoke Road Safety: Speed

To Blow or Not to Blow

The issue of speeding vehicles along the B4009
through South Stoke has long been an issue. It was
refreshing to see such a response recently on the Village Facebook page, with villagers actively asking for
measures to be taken now to slow the traffic down on
the top road. In addition, there also recently has been
requests to try and slow down traffic in other parts of
the village, in particular, Ferry Road, and the Street.

To blow or not to blow, that is the question.
Whether ‘tis easier and less time to start up
the roar and bellow of a petrol machine
or to pick up brooms against a sea of dead
leaves.
And by sweeping end them. To blow to sweep
no more, and by a sweep to say we end
the heartache and the thousand decibels
the ears are heir to ‘tis a consummation
devoutly to be wished. To blow to sweep,
to sweep perchance to rake - aye there’s the
rub.
For in that deafening din what peace has gone
must give us pause…

The Parish Council has been informed there is little or
no public funding available to install traffic calming in
an area deemed to be “not of substantial risk” as
there is no evidence to suggest otherwise. We have
also been advised that traffic speed cameras are no
longer being installed as new units, and only existing
sited cameras will be used in future. We do have a
monthly siting of a Police speed camera van, helping
greatly on the days that it is there, but unfortunately
some motorists tend to revert to higher speeds when
no van is visible.
In order to obtain evidence, the Parish Council’s plan
is to install some pressure-pad units which will give us
officially calibrated 24-hour data over a period of 7
days. This is planned to occur within the next 4-5
weeks (out of school holiday time) depending on
when we get a response from the authorities. The
sites will be two on the B4009, one on Ferry Road,
and one on The Street.
From the findings, we will then sit down with the local
authority to firstly examine the data, look at what
calming measures could help in an area with no street
lighting, and then see if there is any funding available.
Once we have completed the survey and had chance
to discuss and digest the findings and talk about what
the next steps will be, an update will follow.
Cllr Mick Walsh
mick@mwbrokers.co.uk
07909 229500
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Inspired by the incredible noise of a sit-on leaf blower on the
other side of the river that was louder than the train going over
Moulsford Bridge.

Chris Bertrand (and Shakespeare’s Hamlet)
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On Saturday 19th November we held our 4th Christmas Fair at the shop. The weather was kind to us (thank goodness!) and the atmosphere was convivial with mulled wine and hot turkey rolls galore whilst all enjoyed the various
stalls.
This was the first year that we have been able to publicize the event via our shop Facebook page and we tried to
post regularly leading up to the event as well as advertising through the posters and postcards. A big round of applause goes to Kate Barratt who braved probably the coldest day yet this autumn to deliver all the postcards by
hand! If you use Facebook please search for and like our page - The Shop at South Stoke - and you will be the
first to hear of offers and shop news in the future. It certainly did seem to bring visitors to the shop from quite far
afield, so once again, news of our green tin is spreading.
I would also like to say a special thank you to all those who joined our South Stoke Shop craft group. As you may
have read through our shop emails to the village, I thought it would be a fun idea to get all of our village creatives
together as a group, over a glass of wine, and see if we could come up with some kitchen table talent to make gifts
for this year’s fair. We met on Thursday evenings and then took those ideas to beaver at home knitting, crocheting, felting and designing to make a really good selection of homemade gifts. I am delighted to say they were very
well received at the fair. Sadly, I am still to finish the hat that I started knitting two months ago but I am confident it
be reincarnated in the form of a dishcloth sometime in 2017!
A very big thank you to all those in the Craft Group:
Jacqui Bertrand
Janet Jones
Nicky Kennedy
Julie McKay
Jane Newton

Janet Poland
Sue Sarjent
Robert Sarjent
Trudy Scarratt
Row Ward

Another first this year was the Children’s Arts & Crafts
table - and again thank you to Tanya Rhodes, Sarah
Dixon & Clare Wortley for organizing this stall. It proved
really popular with the children who enjoyed having their
faces painted or decorating Clare’s homemade cookies and probably allowed some of the mums’ a few more
minutes to browse the stalls!

So many people work so hard behind the scenes but I
must also thank Wendy & Roy McMillan and Nicky & David Kennedy for their turkey roasting and delicious stuffing yet again! Big thanks to Trudy, Sally and Jacqui for
manning a very busy shop and a long queue for hot drinks
and mince pies! Also thanks to Julie, Shannon, Vanessa,
Janet Poland, Jane and the Sarjents for helping out on the
stalls. A real community effort for a community shop!
As usual we took orders for festive foods at the fair and
many people have already placed their orders. There is
still plenty of time to do so and there is a separate piece
within this newsletter which details the foods and drinks
which we can order for you, together with the deadline
dates and costs. If you are busy and want to get ahead
you can avoid some of the hideous pre-Christmas rush
at the supermarkets and car parks in town and order a lot
of items from us and support your community shop at the
same time.
The shop is now stocking a small selection of Christmas
foods and gifts so do have a look next time you are at the
shop as well as the handmade gift selection from the
Craft Group.
Jules Costello
julescostello@btinternet.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Robert Sarjent, artisan cheese board maker & apron mannequin!
(These aprons are available to order from the Shop for £12.99)
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Indoor Plants
An easy and readily available gift at this time of year is
the ubiquitous poinsettia. It will last and last providing
you keep it out of draughts and sudden temperature
changes but it is not a plant that can be easily kept for
next year or planted in the garden. In fact, indoor
plants are not all that easy and different species require
different treatment.
Central heating is very drying to plants and a number of
them do need a humid atmosphere. This can be helped
by putting plants on a tray of gravel and by grouping
them together to create a micro-climate. If possible
avoid placing them in a draught [the fluctuating
temperatures on a windowsill can be challenging] or in
a hotspot just above a radiator.
Many indoor plants die from overwatering. The secret
is to water from below not above. Place them in a tray
of water for a while but never leave the roots
permanently in water. While a ceramic flowerpot may
look more attractive it is only too easy for water to
accumulate in the bottom!
AZALEAS are a better bet in my book than poinsettias
as they can become a permanent addition to your plant
collection.

South Stoke December Night Sky
I was asked a question about the size of the Andromeda
Galaxy mentioned last month, and thought it worth sharing
an image I took of the Moon and Andromeda at the same
magnification. You can see how large it is, but I had to
cheat a little as the two objects never come this close together.
The image actually shows three galaxies. One is stellarlike, to the top right of the Moon and the other is plain to
see on the other side of the galaxy. Unfortunately, it will
take a telescope to see these two, so if you are passing
and I am out observing please ask to have a look. Auriga,
the Charioteer, is bright in the east after dark and is a
dominated by a bright star Capella, the sixth brightest in
the night sky. The constellation’s five brightest stars form
a nice squashed house shape, called an asterism, with
Capella at the top right corner.
One of the treasures of the constellation is the number of
fairly bright star clusters and these can easily be seen in
binoculars of 10x50mm size. They are called M36, M37
and M38 after a French astronomer Messier, a comet
seeker, who found objects that looked like comets annoying and catalogued them as objects to avoid. His list comprises 110 objects and is a favourite tick-off list for amateur astronomers. The three globular clusters are composed of a group of many stars and will appear as smudges in the binoculars. They are located on the left hand
side, middle of the asterism.
Closer to home, Venus easily should now be visible just
after dark, low in the south west. Uranus and Neptune are
still visible early evening to the south of the great square
of Pegasus, but these are difficult to see. On the night of
the 13th December the Geminids meteor shower will peak
overnight, but the full Moon will make observing very difficult. However, there is a wide spread of these meteors
with the first being seen on the 4th and the last on the 17th,
so there should be an opportunity to see one or two.

Trevor Pitt
Azaleas naturally bloom in spring, but they are forced
into flower early for the Christmas trade. Grow in a cool
location, and keep moist. If the compost dries out, the
plant will often die. Place the container on a pebble tray
to maintain humidity. A sunny windowsill is an ideal
position for azaleas during winter. They can then be repotted in an ericaceous compost and placed outside in
a cool shady site.
Mr B (Chris Bertrand)
candjbertrand@gmail.com
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Poppies

This year the house-to-house collection raised a remarkable £604.09. This, together with the Remembrance Day
collection from St Andrew’s of £209.23, brought South
Stoke’s total to £813.32. Thank you to all those who donated and all those who collected, particularly Rosie
Casbeard who collected £141.12.
The British Legion continues to provide support to both
service families and veterans who have been wounded or
have other mental, physical or financial problems.
Sarah Thompson
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December News
from the Woodcote Library…
With December upon us we would like to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2017. We would
like to thank all our OWL volunteers who help by giving
their time to support the Library all year, we couldn’t
manage without them.

Hedgelaying & Tree Pruning Courses
If you'd like to brush up your hedgelaying skills, or learn
how to restore and rejuvenate orchard trees through pruning, we have a couple of courses for you:




one day course on pruning and restoring fruit
trees, 3rd December 2016 at Bradenham near
High Wycombe
one day hedgelaying course for improvers on
28th January 2017 at Fawley near Henley

Both courses will be led by experts in their field and are a
great way to pick up valuable skills, and in beautiful surroundings! To find out more and book, please go to
www.chilternsaonb.org.

Need money for a project?
Do you have a project that will help protect the AONB
or increase peoples’ enjoyment of the Chilterns but require some additional funds to make it happen? If this
is the case, our special Project Grant may be able to
help. Call Neil Jackson on 01844 355523 to discuss
your ideas.
Chilterns books and gifts
You'll find a great range of walking and cycling publications, beautifully-illustrated books on heritage
and wildlife, stunning red kite-themed gifts and specialist
advice booklets in the Chilterns AONB online shop
(http://www.chilternsaonb.org/shop.html).

Who’s That Old Bloke?
Who’s that old bloke in the mirror?
The one who is looking at me
That’s it, just go on staring
What is it that you see?
At least there’s one thing for certain
That old bloke can’t be me
He’s got hairs coming out of his nostrils
I ask you how could that be?
And hairs from his ears are protruding
That old bloke can’t be me
Although I know I’m no chicken
He looks about ninety three
My eyes were green and incisive
Not grey like a washed out sea
He might be some long lost relative
He certainly can’t be me
My God his neck is all wrinkled
There’s scalp where his hair should be
It must be a fairground mirror
Distorting reality
For one thing I know is certain
That old bloke could never be me
Chris Bertrand
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Please note that we will close for the festive period from
12.30pm on Christmas Eve and re-open on 2pm on
Tuesday 3rd January 2017. We will be welcoming
borrowers with mince pies and music during opening hours
on Christmas Eve for a festive touch.
In the meantime though, the Library has a great selection
of Christmas books out on display for children and adult,
fiction and non-fiction. We have a brilliant selection of
Christmas craft books available, from making your own
Christmas cards and decorations to making wreaths and
flower arrangements. If you fancy something extra special
for your Christmas day or are looking for inspiration of what
to serve we have a wonderful of selection of Christmas
cookery books.

Christmas Craft Session for children
Saturday 17th December 10am -12pm.
We will be having a Christmas themed craft morning
with lots of gluing and sticking. All craft can be taken
home. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Please remember any friends and neighbours around
Woodcote that may benefit from a visit from the Home
Library Service over the festive period. Please contact the
Library for more details or call 01865 810240 or email
librarycustomerservicesunit@oxfordshire.go.uk.
Oxfordshire Libraries are running an eBook short story
competition until 4th January 2017 entitled ‘What’s Your
Story’. The winning story in each of the 2 categories – adult
and young adult (11-17) – will be published as an e-book
for Library members to borrow! The winners will also each
receive an Android tablet. Further details are available at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition.
The next meeting of the adult book club is on Monday 19th
December 2016.
Rhymetime for the under 5’s last session will be on
Thursday the 15th of December and will resume after the
Christmas holiday on Thursday the 5th of January 2017 at
the usual time of 10am
New members are always most welcome.
Joanne Green
Library Manager
01494 682323
woodcote.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Library Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm - 7.30pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Closed
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
Closed

24-hours renewal hotline: 0845 1202811- PIN required
December 2016
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Heart Of Light Project

John Howell, MP Writes…

Our Lady's Abingdon School with St Edmund’s Primary
is creating a unique project to celebrate the Year of
Mercy. Called 'Heart of Light', it is primarily an act of
charity - but one with a symbolism that will bring us all
together in hope and love of God. Pupils from the two
Abingdon schools will lead
The end of the year is often a time of reflection and
young people across South
planning. As I look back it has not been an easy year.
Oxfordshire in creating a
There have been many challenges and some of these
dazzling Heart of Light from
will continue forward into the coming year. We are in
12,000 candles. Each candle is
times of change and as such it can be unsettling. I
sponsored at a cost of
welcome correspondence on issues of concern. Whether £1. Protected by decorated
or not our views are shared it is good to know how
glass containers, the candles
others perceive situations and what issues are
will be lit, and we will
uppermost in people’s minds.
photograph the giant heart via drone camera, sharing it
There is no doubt that some constituents face hard times through social media. The money raised from this
project will go towards Church schools in Uganda
but overall in this constituency we have many privileges
providing desperately needed facilities such as concrete
much due to the work of many in our communities who
flooring, toilet and shower facilities. So, this autumn,
give their time in many voluntary activities. May I take
make real the symbol of God's love, shining in the
this opportunity to say thank you to all those who work
darkness, and join our Heart of Light.
hard in our communities to make them special for the
rest of us. It is always a pleasure when I get the
Abingdon’s Heart of Light will be spectacular but we
opportunity to visit community activities and I look
want to be beaten! Connected via social media and the
forward to learning yet more about what is being done in internet we want schools and parishes across the
2017.
country to make their own Hearts of Light big or small,
and Instagram it to us!
News Update
Although many parts of the constituency are devoid of
Find us on the Internet or make your own. It doesn't
train services where there is access there have been
have to be for the same cause, but we'd love to hear
concerns over services and timetabling. In both Henley
from you as we put your picture on our Hearts of Light
to the south and Islip to the north of the constituency I
map of Britain!
have raised concerns from residents about the future of
Our Heart of Light will take place after school on 29th
services. Network Rail has confirmed that there will be
Nov. From 2.30pm children will be assembling the giant
no threat of closure to the Henley Branch Line. I await a
heart of candles on the tennis courts. We also have a
response to the Islip situation. Where buses are the
dad with a drone who has volunteered to film the event.
main pubic transport there have been a number of
concerns. In Parliament we have The Bus Services Bill
The schools have already raise £1,000 in seed money
progressing through the system which provide local
for the project through their Dragons Den pitches and
authorities with the means to improve local bus
collections so we’re pleased with the strong start so far.
services. It will make provision to strengthen
Should you require any further information please don’t
arrangements for partnership working in the sector,
hesitate to contact me.
introducing ‘enhanced partnerships’; to introduce new
franchising powers with decision making at a local level
Ceri Wareing, Our Lady’s Abingdon School
and to provide for a step change in the information
CWareing@OLAB.Org.Uk
available to bus passengers. Although it takes time for a
Bill to progress through Parliament with the appropriate
and necessary scrutiny I believe that this signals a
Wallingford Gardening Club
change in approach such as I have been calling for.
Wine, Mince Pies and Quiz
Christmas Wishes
Firstly, as this newsletter will appear in December
magazines I would like to take this opportunity to wish all
constituents a peaceful Christmas and to send my best
wishes for the year ahead.

***
For more information, John Howell’s website is regularly
updated and offers information on work in Westminster and
in the constituency. The address: www.johnhowellmp.com.
You can also follow him on twitter @johnhowellmp or on
Facebook www.facebook.com/john.howellmp.
Contact Details: Email:
Phone:

howelljm@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01491 613072
Westminster Office – 0207 219 6676
Postal addresses:

Constituency Office, PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Westminster Office, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

If you would like to subscribe to his e-newsletter please email john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com.
Excerpted from the mid-November 2016 Update.
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

At the December meeting of the
Wallingford Gardening Club, our
members will test their gardening
know-how with a short quiz.
Following a very brief Annual General Meeting, they will all enjoy wine
and mince pies!
This event will be held in the Ridgeway Community
Centre, Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday 8th December.
Visitors very welcome £2.
Isabelle Darby
wallingford_gardening_club@hotmail.co.uk
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Alpha Is Coming Here!
You may have heard about the Alpha course in the na- conversation.
tional press and this Winter the churches of Goring and
Streatley with South Stoke are joining in with running a The course here will start on Thursday Jan 26th, 2017
in the Canterbury Room at St Thomas’s Church, Goring
course, starting in late January. Alpha is a series of
at 7.30 pm. It will start with
sessions exploring the
a meal, so you don’t need
Christian faith and what it
to eat first and could come
says about the meaning of
straight from work. After
life, running over eleven
this there will be the talk/
weeks. Each session invideo, followed by discuscludes a talk and videos,
sions, finishing at about
looking at different ques9.30 pm.
tions around faith, followed
by group small discussions
This year there is an adverat which no questions are
tising campaign, featuring
off limits and much lively
the world-renowned TV
discussion takes place.
adventurer, Bear Grylls,
and his greatest advenPrevious participants have
ture— finding a simple faith
said, “Each week I would
in God through Alpha. Our
arrive with a million quesaim is for people to be imtions, but gradually more
pacted by Bear’s story and
than that, I arrived with a
be persuaded to try Alpha
sense of hope.”
themselves. He says that
“Alpha is a place where you
the first step is the hardest.
can be yourself, and can
His challenge is to
say what you think, and
#TryAlpha.
challenge everything.” “This is the first opportunity I’d
had to talk about faith without being judged.”

For further information, contact: steAlpha is run all around the globe and is free, and every- vejohn18@hotmail.com or visit alpha.org.
one is welcome, whether of some faith or none at all. It
Judith Hogg
runs in cafés, churches, universities, prisons, homes,
bars. No two Alphas look the same, but generally they Licensed Lay Minister
have three key things in common: food, a talk and good Goring & Streatley with South Stoke

'Treasures Beneath our Feet'

Wallingford Museum Bookshop

James Mather will talk to The Wallingford Historical and
Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about local metal detecting finds from Oxfordshire and Berkshire dating
from modern times to the Bronze Age. His most significant find, "The Watlington Viking Hoard", with its amazing selection of King Alfred the Great coins, is covered
comprehensively from its discovery to display at the Ashmolean.

As usual, Wallingford Museum will close for its winter
break (Dec, Jan and Feb) to carry out refurbishment
and prepare exciting new exhibitions for next year.
These will feature 'Pettits: past to present', 'Wallingford
Castle' and 'The Way to Wallingford'. The Museum will
re-open on 1st March 2017.

By the end of James's
presentation, attendees will
have seen many beautiful
images and have a clear idea
of the contribution responsible metal detecting can make
to the nation's heritage.
James has been detecting for over 25 years, and is a
member of the 'Archaeology in Marlow' local society.
This talk will be held on Wednesday 11th January, 7.45
for 8pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.
Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
Stu Darby
Publicity Officer
www.twhas.org.uk
South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Please remember
that the highly successful Museum
bookshop, with its
constantly changing
stock of good second
-hand books (both
fiction and nonfiction) will remain
open during December, January and
February. You might just spot that perfect Christmas
present !
The bookshop will be open on Fridays and Saturdays
from 10.30am to 1.00pm.
Stu Darby
Publicity Officer
Wallingford Museum
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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SOUTH STOKE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD 2016
If you would like to participate in the 2016 South Stoke Community Christmas Card (a village Christmas card from villagers to villagers) to raise funds for village projects. Please fill in the box below with a seasonal message and return to
The Village Shop, The Perch and Pike or Cavendish Cottage, Ferry Rd with a suggested donation of £5 and we
will do the rest. Please return your messages and donations by Saturday December 10th 2016. If you have any questions or would like to help please do get in touch. Clare Wortley, clarewortley@mac.com, 875377

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Domestic Electrician
City & Guilds Qualified
07810 508859

rachel@shesparks.net

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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IPSDEN PRIVATE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
07894-994-047
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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A small, family operated business in South
Oxfordshire, we’re dedicated to designing and
maintaining gardens for private and commercial clients alike.
But what makes us different is our deep
knowledge of garden plants - where to plant
them, how to grow them successfully and
what maintenance they need.

john@thegardentamers.com
07785 397237 or 01491 872975

The Garden Tamers are members of the South
Stoke Business Network

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

December 2016

16

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

December 2016

17

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

December 2016

18

Available in South Stoke Community Shop, Crowmarsh
Village Shop, Higgs Printers, Wallingford Book Shop,
Wallingford Tourist Information
or direct from David Beasley - 01491 835947

Wild Fig Interior
Selection of bespoke handpainted
furniture, giftware and furnishings.
Home commissions taken.
Telephone: 077 1825 1200
Email: wildfig.interior@aol.co.uk
Facebook : Wild Fig Interior

South Stoke Parish Newsletter
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Vicar Paul: Recovering

St. Andrew's Church, South Stoke
Services in December 2016
December 4th 11.15am Family Service
December 11th 11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
December 18th 4.00pm Carol Service
December 24th 9.45pm Christmas Eve Late Night
Holy Communion
December 25th 10.30am Christmas Day
Holy Communion
Prayer Meeting will be at 2.30pm at Crossways,
Ferry Road, South Stoke on Tuesday 6th December.
The Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 14th
December at 10.30am-12noon, St Andrew’s Church.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Michael Codner

It was sad news when we learned of Vicar Paul’s brain
tumour, and his surgery scheduled for Saturday 19th November.
True to form, even with his very serious surgery imminent,
Paul preached at the Remembrance Day Service at St
Thomas’ in Goring. I heard him speak with passion and
joy about ‘giving one’s life for others’ from the bible reading, and also particularly appropriate for Remembrance
Day. Though I have heard that specific bible lesson many
times in my life, it has always been about ‘dying for others’. Paul spoke about what it meant to ‘live for others’ and therefore ‘giving one’s life’. I found his sermon hopeful and meaningful.
As with many others in our village, Paul dominated my
thoughts on the day of his surgery. It was a relief to learn
that the Consultant is very pleased with how the surgery
went. Apparently Paul has lost feeling in his left arm and
leg (although he has some motor control). He is unable to
walk at the moment so is having physiotherapy to help him
to increase his mobility. The Consultant is hopeful that the
feeling will come back to both the arm and leg in time.
Paul is hoping to come home soon, but this will depend on
the progress that he makes.
We are told that Paul is in good spirits and isn't in any pain
- and is grateful for all your prayers, thoughts and support.
Bryan Urbick, Editor

Dates for Your Diary
December 2nd

Movie Night: Sound of Music
with a live show, too!
(Village Hall, 7.00pm)

December 4th-17th Geminids Meteor Shower
(overnight, just look up)
December 13th

South Stoke WI
(Village Hall, afternoon)

Christmas Opening Hours

December 13th

Parish Council Meeting
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

Friday 23rd December - 9am till 4.00pm*

December 16th

Christmas Cracker
(Village Hall, 7.30pm)

January 27th

South Stoke Local History
Society (Village Hall, 7.30pm)

*note early close

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve - 9am - 12
noon
Sunday 25th Christmas Day - closed
Monday 26th Boxing Day - closed
Tuesday 27th - closed
Wednesday 28th - normal opening hours
Thursday 29th - normal opening hours
Friday 30th - 9 to 5.30pm
Saturday 31st - New Year’s Eve - 9am to
noon
New Year’s Day - 1st January - closed
Monday 2nd January - closed
Tuesday - normal hours resume

South Stoke Parish Newsletter

Next Issue
All contributions are welcome. Please e-mail to
editor@southstoke.org.uk, deliver to South Stoke
Community Shop or telephone 01491 871 055. Please
include a telephone number and an e-mail address if
possible. Photos are welcome and encouraged. Please
get your submissions in as early as possible. The
deadline for the January issue: Sunday 18th
December 2016.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that any
information given is correct, the South Stoke Newsletter
and South Stoke Parish Council do not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy of such information or the
consequences of relying on it. Any views expressed
are those of the contributor at the time of submission.
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