Griffith Higgs Memorial in St Andrew’s Church
Visitors to St Andrew’s Church often enquire about the remarkable memorial to Griffith Higgs in the Chancel.  I expect some of the children in the village too are curious about who he was.
The inscription is lengthy and I have tried to précis it without, I hope, loss of meaning.

“Griffith Higgs was born to Griffith Higgs and Sarah Paine and was baptised at Stoke Abbas (ie South Stoke) in 1589.

After acquiring the first principles of classical learning at St John’s College, Oxford, he became a Fellow of Merton College in 1611 and Master in 1622.

In 1627 he was sent by King Charles 1 to be Chaplain to his sister Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia (“the Winter Queen”) for twelve years.  He was eventually recalled to England at the instigation of the Archbishop of Canterbury and became Dean of Lichfield and Chaplain to the King.

Later on, when the Civil War had broken out and waxed great all over England, and those who had espoused the King’s cause, to which he remained staunch, had been defeated, he was stripped of all his Ecclesiastical preferment’s and mulcted (punished) in fines for his loyalty.
So, full of honour and years, he withdrew from the world to Stoke Abbas (his native place) to devote the rest of his life to devotion and study.

When he died on December 1659 he gave the church £100 to buy land for the poor and £600 to buy land to maintain a free school forever.”

What the inscription could not add was that his nephew embezzled most of the money and the village did not benefit from Griffith Higgs generosity.  £600 would be £150,000 today.
A further outcome was that the nephew repented and apparently is buried just outside the church door so that we step on him every time we go through the porch!

The Higgs family tree is in the Bell Tower and occasionally we are visited by interested descendants of his family.  He died, as he always was, a bachelor.
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