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Note from the Editor 

Welcome to the new South Stoke Newsletter.  After 
many years of a combined Church and village 
newsletter, the two are going their own separate ways.  
South Stoke Parish Council has taken responsibility for 
the village newsletter which will be delivered free to all 
houses and businesses in the parish. 

We hope to provide a monthly newsletter if there is 
enough to fill 12 issues a year.  The aim is to provide a 
facility for the village to use; so I will take information 
from the Parish Council, from Clubs and Societies, 
businesses and individuals who live, work or play in the 
parish and I will fashion that into a newsletter each 
month. 

So I would like to hear from you.  Drop me a note about 
your club, society, interest or business.  Let me know 
about last month’s meeting or results and your plans 
for next month.  We will try a classified section, so if 
you have something to sell, if you would like to 
advertise a service you offer or if you are looking for a 
cleaner or a gardener, send me your advert; it is free. 

We will also have an Announcements section – births, 
deaths, engagements and weddings – and special 
birthdays or anything else you would like published. 

Copy date will be the last but one Monday of the 
Month, usually around the 20th which will give us time 
for printing and distribution before the start of the 
month.  I will take input in any format, e-mail to 
geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk, posted through the door of 
9 Chapel Close, South Stoke, or phoned to 01491 
873342.  I will use as much as I can but may need to 
edit or even omit.  “The editor’s decision is final!” �  
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Tickets for a record number of seats for this years’ 
South Stoke Pantomime went on sale on Saturday 14th 
January at 11.00 and a queue of people was waiting for 
the box office to open.  First in line outside Rod & 
Kathy Payne’s house in Chapel Close was Edward 
Lindley who started queuing at 8.45.  Others joined him 
and by 9.25 there were half a dozen people settling 
down to wait with camping chairs, umbrellas, thermos 
flasks of coffee and boxes of chocolates. 

By 11.00 the queue was 20 strong, giving Edward a 
round of applause as he went in to buy tickets for 
Saturday night’s performance.  Saturday night was sold 
out within 15 minutes and it didn’t take long for Friday 
to follow suit. �  
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Do you have something to sell, or a business in the 
village?  You could use this space to place a small 
advert, free of charge.  Send your ad to the editor �  

� � ! � � � . Someone to commit to delivering this 
newsletter to every house in the village each month.  
Small reward available.  Would suit responsible student 
or other volunteer.  Contact the Editor to apply. �  
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I would firstly like to thank the editor for allowing me to 
write an article in this, the first edition of the parish 
letter, and wish him and his team every success in this 
new venture. 

To kick-start this first issue and to promote 
“togetherness” within the community, we are holding 
open evenings for all villagers throughout 2006.  Just 
turn up any Tuesday evening at 7.00 pm at the Church 
and a warm welcome will await you in the ringing 
chamber. 

We will give you a demonstration of all aspects 
associated with ringing, and to round off your visit, an 
optional tour of the clock room and the belfry. 

We look forward to your visit.  
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Tower Captain  01491 873897 �  
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On 11th January South Stoke W.I. met in almost full 
force in the village hall and were delighted to immerse 
themselves in nostalgia as Mr. George Fielder, lock-
keeper at Mapledurham/Purley, explained the 
development of transportation on the Thames over the 
past 200 years or so with the aid of some lovely slides 
of bygone days.  As usual everyone enjoyed a 
delicious tea provided by two members. 

The February meeting, on Wednesday 8th, again in the 
village hall, will begin at 2.15.  Programmed as the 
Social Meeting of the year, there will be no speaker this 
month, but members will be invited to play Bingo, with 
prizes.  There will be a competition for best Garden 
Flower of the Month, and also for best Plate of 
Biscuits.  As always, non members will be welcome - 
just turn up; you might find you like it!  
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Secretary 01491 872662 �  
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If you would like to see your club or society here, 
please send details to the editor. �  
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The DTI have set up a new consumer advice service 
called " Consumer Direct". It aims to provide, free of 
charge, clear, practical advice to consumers on a wide 
variety of issues, such as warranty disputes, bill 
queries and poor workmanship. Trained advisors will 
give advice by phone on 0845 128 1384 from 8.30am 
to 6.30pm Monday to Friday, and 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 
on Saturday. Website is www.consumerdirect.gov.uk. 
Leaflets available from Janet Jones 01491 873488 �  

The SODC Garden Waste collection scheme pilot 
project has been successful, and options for continuing 
this in some form are being considered, including 
tenders for the provision of wheeled bins. �  

 The Oxfordshire Structure Plan has now been 
adopted, and can be viewed on the web 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk �  

 Thames Valley Police have set up a six month "Safer 
Streets" campaign, which includes posters reminding 
people of the problems caused by imitation guns. The 
posters are displayed on the village notice board. �  

www.southstoke.org.uk is where you can find the 
village web site.  It provides contact details of all Parish 
Councillors and their areas of responsibilities.  It also 
gives details of all clubs, societies and businesses in 
the parish.  To update or add information, please 
contact Geoff Ward, 9 Chapel Close, 873342 or e-mail 
geoff.ward@greycells.co.uk �  
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Let the village know about your news.  Births, deaths, 
engagements and marriages, special birthdays, or to 
tell someone you love or miss them, use this space by 
sending your announcements to the editor �  
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Goode International have kindly printed this newsletter, 
in glorious colour to celebrate the first edition.  Our 
thanks to them. �  

 

 


